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The Necessity of Burdens 
By Alan Stewart 

 

Dr. Thomas Lambie was an American-born 

missionary medical doctor noteworthy for becoming the 

first American missionary in Ethiopia, and for his devotion 

to Christ. During his first term in Ethiopia, he learned a 

valuable lesson that would impact his life and service as a 

missionary until the day he died.  

Near one of the villages was a swift and bridgeless 

stream that was barely knee-deep. He observed that before 

the natives crossed the stream, they would find a large, 

heavy stone and lift it to their shoulder carrying it across the 

stream as ballast. Curious as to this odd behavior, Dr. 

Lambie asked a villager to explain the rationale. The 

villager explained that while the water appeared shallow, 

the current was very swift beneath the surface. This created 

a danger of being swept off oneôs feet and carried down the 

stream to greater depths or hurled to death against the 

hidden rocks. The extra weight of the stone was necessary 

to keep their feet solid on the bed of the stream to enable 

them to cross safely without being swept away.  

It seems that there are seasons in life in which we 

find ourselves carrying a weight that is not only 

cumbersome to grip, but rather burdensome to bear. 

Sometimes they may be financial burdens, spiritual 

burdens, or even the burden of grief and sorrow. With such 

burdens others can supply their support and share the load 

of the burdens.  

However, burdens become different when they are 

physical infirmities, responsibilities of life, or facing the 

doorway of death. Paul understood this difference when he 

wrote in Galatians 6:2, ñBear ye one anotherôs burdens...,ò 

but went on to write in verse 5, ñFor every man shall bear 

his own burden.ò In verse 2, the word ñburdenò (Greek, 

baros) is describing a heavy load that places great demand 

upon oneôs resources. But, in verse 5, the word ñburdenò 

(Greek, phȀrtiȀn) is describing a soldierôs backpackðvery 

heavy, but crucial to his survival and function. 

Like a child in a motherôs womb, there are some 

things in life that are impossible to share and must be 

carried alone. Joseph was asked to bear the public scorn of 

a virgin birth. Paul was asked to bear a thorn in his flesh. 

Simon the Cyrenian was asked to bear the cross. Jesus was 

asked to bear the sins of the world! There is a Yiddish 

Proverb that says, ñGod gives burdens, also shoulders.ò 

Consider with me why burdens are not just a reality, but 

they are a necessity in a life that is growing and maturing in 

the Lord. 

Burdens are necessary to inspire our supplication. 

In Numbers 11:11, when the children of Israel complained 

about the manna God was providing daily, Moses asked 

God why He had placed ñthe burden of all this people upon 

me?ò Burdens will induce some interesting reactions in life. 

When the weight comes crashing down, we will panic, 

pout, protest, or pray. 

Evangelist Ron Dunn used to say, ñAnything that 

causes you to pray is a blessing to your life.ò He was right! 

A man who never prays is a man out of touch with the 

supernatural and is merely aimless in his existence. If 

Abraham had never prayed amidst his burden would Lot 

have perished with Sodom? If Hannah had never prayed 

amidst her burden would she have remained barren? If 

Hezekiah had never prayed amidst his burden would he 

have been given extra years of life?  

In Psalm 55:22, when David wrote, ñCast thy 

burden upon the Lord...,ò he was saying, ñRoll off the 

responsibility of living onto the Lord.ò The result is 

guaranteed; ñ...and He shall sustain thee.ò Burdens are 

never meant to drive us into the ground, but rather are 

meant to drive us to the heart of the One that measures each 

grain of the burden with purpose. 

Burdens are necessary to improve our stability . In 

Matthew 11:29-30, Jesus said, ñTake My yoke upon 

you...for My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.ò Again, 

the word ñburdenò here is phȀrtiȀnða soldierôs backpack. 

The Lord is reminding us that He never puts a load upon us 

that is unproductive and causes us to lose our balance.  

If you have ever watched a tightrope walker in the 

circus, you will notice he carries a long, weighted balancing 

pole as he passes overhead. Rather than disadvantaging 

him, the weight of the pole actually presses his feet onto the 

rope and stabilizes his equilibrium with poise. Spiritual 



Page 2 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 1, 1/11/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

poise is the byproduct of successful repetitions beneath a 

burden.  

The repeated burden of rejection shaped Joseph 

with an accepted poise in the time of famine. The burden of 

forty continual years of bleating sheep seasoned Moses with 

a graceful poise during his forty years of murmuring 

people. The burden of recurring threats in the sheep fields 

matured David with a confident poise when he heard the 

taunts of Goliath. I love what Jewish theologian Abraham 

Heschel once said, ñFaith like Jobôs cannot be shaken 

because it is the result of having been shaken.ò Until a man 

learns how to take a blow and keep on standing he will 

never produce a steady walk of faith. 

Burdens are necessary to increase our stamina. In 

Nehemiah 4:10, at the halfway point of rebuilding the wall, 

the task became so overwhelming that Judah said, ñ...the 

strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed...so that we 

are not able to build the wall.ò However, like a man who 

has just finished working out with weights, they may have 

ñfeltò weaker but in reality they were growing stronger. 

They kept on carrying and passing brick after brick until 

ñ...the wall was finished.ò Noted nineteenth century 

minister Phillips Brooks said, ñDo not pray for easy lives; 

pray to be stronger people! Do not pray for tasks equal to 

your powers; pray for powers equal to your tasks.ò  

The great secret to bearing burdens is learning how 

to exchange our weakness for the strength of the Lord. This 

exchange caused Isaiah to say under his burden, ñBut they 

that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength...they 

shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 

faint.ò In the Lordôs strength, you can carry more than you 

ever thought you could carry, and you can walk further than 

you ever thought you could walk. Like a track athlete who 

removes his cumbersome ankle weights after practice, the 

weight of burdens is mere preparation for the graceful 

strides we will take in eternity.  

When sheep approach a stream in which they are 

fearful to cross, the shepherd uses an interesting tactic. He 

will take a young lamb from the flock and personally carry 

it to the other side of the stream. Now separated, the young 

lamb begins to cry with heartfelt bleats. Older sheep will 

then eagerly cross over because their fears have been 

overshadowed by the burden of their heart. Burdens have an 

unusual way of motivating us to go and to do what we 

otherwise would never attempt. Those who have gone on to 

achieve God-sized tasks were often those who also carried 

God-sized burdens. To forsake a burden simply because 

you fear the weight is to face an undertow for which you 

will be no match. 

 

© 2009 Alan Stewart 

 

Alan Stewart pastors Rechoboth Baptist Church in 

Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Looking Forward, Looking Back 
Reflections on a New Year 
By Justin Lonas 

 
 At the turning over of a new year (and a new 

decade), it is hard not to think back on the previous year 

and look ahead with bright hopes for what the new year 

might bring.  

People seem hard-wired to mark the passing of 

time. The fact that 2009 is history and 2010 has arrived is, 

for practical purposes, a technicalityðthe days are still 

short, it is still cold, there is still work to be done etc.ðbut 

we canôt help but view the turning of calendar pages with 

some measure of sentimentality. 

At least part of the reason for that is simple: God 

made us this way. He instituted the cycle of ñevening and 

morningò to govern nature at creation, and set a pattern for 

man in the seven-day week. After the flood, in promising 

not to destroy the earth again, the Lord describes His 

creation in terms of these cycles: ñWhile the earth remains, 

seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 

winter, and day and night shall not ceaseò (Gen. 8:22).  

 This theme holds elsewhere in Scripture as well. 

Solomon saw the cycles of creation as a reminder of the 

shortness of life, stating that ñA generation goes and a 

generation comes, but the earth remains forever. Also, the 

sun rises and the sun sets; and hastening to its place it rises 

there againò (Ecc. 1:4-5). Asaph saw the pattern as a 

symbol of Godôs might in ordering the universe: ñYours is 

the day, Yours also is the night; You have prepared the light 

and the sun. You have established all the boundaries of the 

earth; You have made summer and winterò (Ps. 74:16-17).  

 Jeremiah, however, gets closest to recognizing the 

purpose of God-ordained patterns in Lamentations 3:22-23, 

ñThe Lordôs lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His 

compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great 

is Your faithfulness.ò He understood that God instituted 

times and seasons to remind us of His steadfastness and 

show us anew His glory with each passing day, week, 

month, year, etc.  

 The renewal that each year brings should remind us 

of Godôs mercy and draw us to a fresh commitment to 

following Him. Often, however, we substitute vain hope in 

our own efforts to better ourselves for the revitalization God 

provides. The tradition of making ñNew Yearôs resolutionsò 

is a reflection of this, just as the equally widespread 
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tradition of breaking those resolutions reflects our frailty 

and finitude. 

 20
th
 century American novelist and culture critic 

Walker Percy explored the theme of self-determination (and 

its futility) in many of his works, particularly the 1964 

novel The Last Gentleman. In that book he describes the 

plight of his protagonist, Will Barrett: ñFor until this 

moment he had lived in a state of pure possibility, not 

knowing what sort of man he was or what he must do, and 

supposing therefore that he must be all men and do 

everything....Lucky is the man who does not secretly 

believe that every possibility is open to him.ò 

 Like Will Barrett we have a strong tendency to 

view life (especially the ever-promising ñfutureò) as 

something at our disposal, with an array of options 

available to us, and (also like Will) we tend to overestimate 

our abilities, failing to attune our hearts to what Godôs plans 

may be, and we end up recoiling from our choices and 

doing little more than following our familiar routines. 

 The misguided hope of living ñin a state of pure 

possibilityò often runs aground on reality, what another 

great 20
th
 century author, Robert Penn Warren, calls ñthe 

awful responsibility of timeò (from All the Kingôs Men, 

1946). In other words, the plans we make in the flesh have 

both limitations and consequences that affect others and 

ourselves. Like those James references, ñwho say, óToday 

or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend 

a year there, and engage in business and make a profit,ò we 

would do well to remember that we, ñdo not know what 

your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that 

appears for a little while and then vanishes awayò (James 

4:13-14). 

 The point, however, is neither hopelessness nor 

fatalism but trust . James goes on, not to tell people to shun 

all action without a booming confirmation from heaven, but 

to tell them to say instead, ñIf the Lord wills, we will live 

and also do this or thatò (James 4:15). Our aspirations 

should not be for our own glory, but for Godôsðwhich is 

always the center of His will. When we resolve to pursue 

His glory first and foremost, He delights in blessing our 

endeavorðeven if it doesnôt always come together as we 

envisioned. 

 All this is fresh on my heart because it is the story 

of Disciple Magazine. We started 2009 with big plans for 

Pulpit Helps (Discipleôs print predecessor). Our goal was to 

expand the reach of the publication, encouraging and 

equipping more and more teachers of the Word that Godôs 

name would be magnified among His people. Our vision 

one year ago did not include Disciple at allðin fact, it 

wasnôt even on our radar until late summer.  

By the time we realized that Pulpit Helps was going 

to be forced out of print by the recession, the situation 

seemed like anything but a blessing. We thought we had 

failed our goal and were witnessing the end of our 

opportunities for ministry. Looking back now, with Disciple 

up and running and reaching thousands around the world by 

e-mail every two weeks, I cannot believe that I couldnôt see 

what God was doing at the time. With each passing day, He 

makes it ever clearer that this was His plan all along, and in 

His grace He has drawn us into joyful cooperation.  

As you pause to take stock of your life and ministry 

here at the beginning of 2010, remember who holds the 

times and seasons and purpose in your heart to honor Him 

this year. Plan for Godôs glory, be flexible, and prepare to 

be amazed. 

 

Justin Lonas is editor of Disciple Magazine 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically SpeakingðJesus Discusses His Parables 

(Matthew 13:34-43) 
By Spiros Zodhiates 

 

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, AMG 

Publishers, 2006. 

 

Teaching in Parables Prophesied 

Several verbs used in these two verses deserve our 

understanding. 

[34] First, ñAll these things spoke (elálǛsen, the 

aorist tense of laléǾ [2980]) Jesus unto the multitude.ò This 

verb is associated with the idea of breaking silence. The 

same verb is used in the phrase, ñand without a parable He 

was not speaking (elálei, the imperfect of laléǾ) unto themò 

(a.t.). 

[35] Then following, we see a different Greek word 

for ñspeakò, ñThat it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

(rhǛthén, the neuter aorist passive participle of eípon, the 

aorist of légǾ [3004], to relate systematically, i.e., in the 

form of a discourse; or, less probably, from eréo [2046], to 

speak exactly) by the prophet, saying (légontos, the present 

participle of légǾ), I will open my mouth in parables; I will 

utter (ereúxomai, the future middle deponent indicative of 

ereúgomai [2044], to blurt out, speak out) things which 

have been kept secret (kekrumména, the perfect passive 

participle of krúptǾ [2928], to hide, keep secret) from the 

foundation of the world.ò 

The verb ereúgomai has an interesting background. 

In classical Greek, it was used for discharging, emptying, or 
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casting forth, as when the sea casts foam when waves break 

on the shore. Here it is useful to describe the Son of Godôs 

intrusion on human history (Matt. 1:1; John 1:1, 14) to 

reveal mysteries from the foundation of the world. 

In Psalm 78:2, David prophesies that the Messiah 

ñwill open [His] mouth in a parable. [He] will utter 

(ereúxomai in the Septuagint) dark sayings of old.ò Had 

God chosen to stay silent, humanity would remain lost. It is 

because He graciously reveals truth that people can be 

saved. God kept these mysteries of the kingdom secret for 

centuries, but Christ both spoke and unveiled them.  

In Romans 16:25, Paul calls Godôs revelation ñthe 

mystery, which has been kept secret (sesigǛménou, the 

perfect passive participle of sigáǾ [4601], to keep silent) in 

eternal (aiǾníois, the dative plural of aiǾnios [166]) ages 

(chrónois, the dative plural of chrónos [5550])ò (a.t.). Jesus 

revealed truths that underlie His parables to His disciples 

(Matt. 11:25). 

 

The Explanation of the Parable of the Wheat and Tares  
Why does God permit the simultaneous existence 

and growth of tares with wheat? And why are they so 

similar if they represent true and false believers? 

If the disciples ever thought the Lord would permit 

sowers to reap, the answer they received was an 

unequivocal no! This response would immediately quell 

their speculation. The reapers will be angels who will 

descend from heaven to divide the two groups at the 

ñconsummationò (suntéleia [4930], completion; from sún 

[4862], together; and télos [5056], end or goal) of the age 

(v. 39). As long as people have breath, there is hope for 

their repentance and belief. Peers cannot prejudge and draw 

down the curtain of eternal destiny. 

[36] The disciples knew that they were privy to the 

explanation of this parable, so they waited until He entered 

the house before requesting, ñDeclare (phráson, the aorist 

imperative of phrázǾ [5419], to expound, explain) unto us 

the parable of the tares of the field.ò The verb is 

synonymous with ñexplainò (exǛgéomai [1834], to exegete, 

make plain). This is the same word used regarding Jesus 

Christ who, while eternally in the bosom of the Father (John 

1:18), declared or ñexegetedò God to us. 

[37ï39] Jesus first declared that the One sowing the 

good seed is the Son of man, that is, Himself; then He 

explained, ñThe field is the world; the good seed (spérma 

[4690], the God-given potential to germinate) are the 

children (huioí [5207], mature childrenðthose who identify 

with their fatherôs purposes; not tékna [5043], immature 

children) of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of 

the wicked one.ò 

The tares are defined as the ñsonsò (huioí) of the 

ñevil oneò (ponǛrós [4190], the harmful, malevolent one), 

that is, the devil or Satan (John 8:44). During our earthly 

lives, Satan, the instigator of all evil, is the enemy who 

sows the tares. 

[39] In describing Satanôs work, Jesus spoke of the 

devil as ñthe enemy that sowed (speíras, the aorist active 

participle of speírǾ [4687], to sow)ò to teach us that evil 

angels are behind the iniquitous events and persons we war 

against. He also reminded us that the object of our faith is 

not the prince of this world but the God who permits such 

growth: ñLet both (the wheat and tares) grow together 

(sunauxánesthai [4885]; see v. 30) until the harvest.ò  

Jesus encouraged His disciples by pointing out that 

the final disposition of the evil one along with his children 

will take place at a definite time appointed by God. This is 

designated as the ñendò or consummation (suntéleia) of this 

present age (cf. Matt. 24:3; 28:20; Heb. 9:26). Only God 

determines and knows the time, and no angel or human can 

change it. 

[40] Jesus completed the analogy, ñAs therefore the 

tares are gathered (sullégetai [4816], to gather together into 

bundles according to kind; see v. 30) and burned 

(katakaíetai, from katakaíǾ [2618], to burn down; see v. 30] 

in the fire; so (hoútǾs [3779] shall it be (éstai, the future 

tense of eimí [1510], to be) in the consummation of this 

ageò (a.t.). There is no supposition in this phrase, only 

certainty, but we can thank God that in the present age of 

grace, people still have the opportunity to believe before 

they die (Heb. 9:27). 

[41] The consummation of this age will complete 

(suntéleia) the opportunities to believe or destroy. When 

this point is reached, God will cast all ñoffending (or 

offensive) thingsò (skándala, the plural of skándalon 

[4625]) into the ñfurnace of fireò (v. 42). 

Satan and his demonic and human emissaries use 

these deceptions and crafty methods to dissuade people 

from believing (v. 22; see Eph. 6:11). The offenses (neuter) 

are attached to the tares. They are the evil motives, 

decisions, and actions of ñthem which do (poioúntas, the 

present active participle of poiéǾ [4160], to do) iniquity 

(anomía [458], lawlessness).ò 

[42] The angels ñwill castò (baloúsin, the future 

tense of bállǾ [906], to throw) these subjects into the 

furnace of fire. The phrase ñfurnace (káminos [2575] of fire 

(púr [4442]; cf. v. 50; Rev. 9:2)ò provides terrible visual 

imagery for both the place and type of punishment for the 

wicked. Other qualifiers include everlasting (aiǾnios [166]; 

Matt. 18:8; 25:41), unquenchable (ásbestos [762]; Matt. 

3:12; Mark 9:43), and Gehenna (Géenna [1067], the Valley 

of Hinnom) of fire, translated as the ñhell of fireò or ñhell 

fireò (Matt. 5:22; 18:9; Mark 9:43, 45, 47). 

According to the Old Testament, Gehenna, the 

Valley of Hinnom, was originally the place where parents 

made their children pass through fire to appease the 

Ammonite god Molech (2 Chr. 28:3; 33:6). Subsequently, 

King Josiah stopped this practice and turned the valley into 
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a dumping ground for Jerusalemôs garbage, a place of 

continual burning (2 Kgs. 23:10, 13, 14). By the time of 

Christ, Gehenna had been appropriated in Jewish thought as 

the place of final punishment for the wicked. In order to 

convey His teaching on final punishment, Jesus adopted this 

common symbol. 

ñWailing (klauthmós [2805] from the verb klaíǾ 

[2799], to wail, weep, lament) and gnashing (brugmós 

[1030], grating) of teethò are typical responses to physical 

pain and guilt. The thought of never receiving comfort or 

relief will make the tares greatly regret their choices that led 

to destruction (cf. 2 Pet. 3:7, 16). 

[43] Jesus then revealed the glorious end of the 

righteous: ñThen the righteous will shine forth 

(eklámpsousin [only here in the NT], the future tense of 

eklámpǾ [1584], to shine out, be resplendent) as the sun in 

the kingdom of their Fatherò (NKJV). What a difference! 

The destiny of those who do not repent and believe is a 

place of eternal torment, a furnace of fire, whereas those 

who have truly repented and believed shine forth like the 

sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years 

and was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Following GodðDonôt Lose Heart: There Is a Treasure within You! 
By Wayne Barber 

 

In an AMG International orphanage in Uganda, I 

heard the testimony of a precious teenage girl who had 

come to know Christ but was struggling with her fears of 

dying.  

She was HIV positive and her parents and another 

family member had died of AIDS. She was so broken and 

understandably frightened as to what the future held for her. 

I truly did not know what to say until the Lord led me to 

share with her that she had a treasure living in her. That 

treasure is the Lord Jesus Christ in the person of His Spirit. 

No matter what the future holds for her, He holds her future 

and will take her through whatever may come.   

The apostle Paul told the Corinthians in 2 

Corinthians 4 his testimony and how he was able to face 

even death daily. It is so encouraging that Paul understood 

the frailty of his flesh like the rest of us. In 2 Corinthians 

4:7 he says, ñBut we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 

so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God 

and not from ourselves.ò  

Our eyes drift immediately to the word ñtreasureò 

and the words ñearthen vessels.ò The Greek word for 

ñearthenò is óstrakinos, which usually refers to a simple 

clay pot. When used metaphorically, as it is here, it pictures 

human frailty. ñVesselò is the Greek skeuos, a word used to 

mean ñimplementò or any object which contributes to the 

usefulness of another. Quite a word picture isnôt it?  Unless 

we are filled with Godôs Spirit we are just empty clay pots.   

The word for ñtreasureò is the Greek thesaurós, 

which refers to true wealth that has not been accumulated 

overnight but over time. It is that which has been stored up 

and is therefore valuable. The Gospel message is not the 

treasure I believe that he is talking about that is in this 

vessel. This treasure is Christ who is the glory and the grace 

of God! 

Christ is the treasure that has come to live in us. He 

who is the love and the light and the life has come to live in 

us! This treasure, the jewel of God, has been deposited in us 

as believers who, without Him, are simple empty clay pots! 

Paul understood that he was a simple vessel that had no 

power in itself. He had no power to deliver the message, no 

power to minister apart from Christ. He was just a frail, 

weak, pitiful pot of clay, capable only of coming up with 

depraved sinful agendas and fleshly goals in ministry.   

We, as believers, must understand what we are not 

apart from Christ: earthen vesselsðclay pots. But, because 

of the Grace of God, Christ Himself has come to live in us! 

Oh, what a treasure! He not only gives us the 

message, but He is the message. He wants His life and light 

to shine through us so that those who live in spiritual 

darkness can see the Treasure that now lives in us!  

Paul goes on to state that the treasure of Christ is 

within us ñso that the surpassing greatness of the power 

will be of God and not from ourselves.ò 

ñSurpassingò translates the Greek huperbolé, from 

which we get the English word ñhyperbole.ò It refers to an 

exaggerationðsomething that is taken way beyond normal. 

In this context it means ñway aboveò, a far better way. 

ñPowerò comes from the Greek dúnamis, describing the 

very ability to do something. 

 The verb in this verse, ñwill beò, is present tenseð

the idea is that this surpassing power will always and 

continuously be of God and not from ourselves. It is also in 

the subjunctive mood which makes it ñiffyò. You see, 

sometimes we choose for the power to be of us instead of 

God because we would rather do it ourselves. Paul knew the 

basicsðhe had already said that his adequacy was not from 

himself but it was from God! Christ, the treasure, lived in 

Paul to do through him what Paul could never do himself.   

This passage in general sounds a lot like what Paul 

said to the Galatians, doesnôt it? ñI have been crucified with 

Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
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Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for meò 

(Gal. 2:20). What about what he said to the Philippians? 

ñFor to me, to live is Christ and to die is gainò (Phil. 1:21). 

How about when he told the Colossians, ñWhen Christ, who 

is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 

Him in gloryò (Col. 3:4)? 

The message? Donôt lose heart; you have a treasure 

living in you if you are a believer of Jesus Christ. Christ 

lives in you! You are not alone; you never suffer alone. He 

will enable you to bear up under whatever comes your way 

because He is our life! 

 

Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown Church in 

Albuquerque, N.M. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To Live is Christ 
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

 

ñFor to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gainò (Phil. 1:21). 

 

The believer did not always live to Christ. He 

began to do so when God the Holy Spirit convinced him of 

sin, and when by grace he was brought to see the dying 

Savior making a propitiation for his guilt. From the moment 

of the new and celestial birth the man begins to live to 

Christ. 

Jesus is to believers the one pearl of great price, for 

whom we are willing to part with all that we have. He has 

so completely won our love that it beats alone for Him; to 

His glory we would live, and in defense of His Gospel we 

would die; He is the pattern of our life, and the model after 

which we would sculpture our character.  

Paulôs words mean more than most men think; they 

imply that the aim and end of his life was Christðnay, his 

life itself was Jesus. In the words of an ancient saint, he did 

eat, and drink, and sleep eternal life. Jesus was his very 

breath, the soul of his soul, the heart of his heart, the life of 

his life.  

Can you say, as a professing Christian, that you live 

up to this idea? Can you honestly say that for you to live is 

Christ? Your businessðare you doing it for Christ? Is it not 

done for self-aggrandizement and for family advantage? Do 

you ask, ñIs that a mean reason?ò For the Christian it is. He 

professes to live for Christ; how can he live for another 

object without committing a spiritual adultery?  

Many there are who carry out this principle in some 

measure; but who is there that dare say that he hath lived 

wholly for Christ as the apostle did? Yet, this alone is the 

true life of a Christianðits source, its sustenance, its 

fashion, its end, all gathered up in one wordðChrist Jesus. 

Lord, accept me; I here present myself, praying to live only 

in Thee and to Thee. Let me be as the bullock which stands 

between the plough and the altar, to work or to be 

sacrificed; and let my motto be, ñReady for either.ò 

From Morning and Evening 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892), ñthe Prince of 

Preachers,ò was a renowned pastor and author who served 

as pastor of Londonôs Metropolitan Tabernacle for 38 years. 

His works are still widely read today. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Words to Stand You on Your FeetðWhat a Sermon Outline Can Do 
By Joe McKeever 

 
The longer I endure in the preaching ministry, the 

more firmly I believe that a pastorôs sermon outline needs 

to be something clearly and immediately helpful to his 

listeners and not just a series of words beginning with the 

same letter. 

Recently, a friend commented on a scriptural story 

Iôd written about on my blog. He had preached that passage 

recently and it was fresh in his mind, so he sent along his 

outline. I love the guy and he didnôt ask what I thought, so I 

didnôt tell him. But what went through my mind was, 

ñYouôve been in the ministry for over 30 years, at least. So 

why arenôt you making your outlines more helpful to your 

people?ò 

What he didðyou already know this, Iôm 

confidentðwas to outline the text in something like this:  

I. The Plan 

II. The Procession 

III. The Power 

IV. The Persuasion 

The wordsðand the pointsðby themselves were 

meaningless to his people. And yet, Iôd be willing to wager 

that many of the members of his congregation who take 

notes on the sermon simply write down the points of his 

outline and think theyôve got something. They donôt; they 

basically have four words which will be meaningless 24 

hours later. 

A few weeks ago, during the Christmas season, I 

visited a local church where a good friend has been pastor 

for over a dozen years. His sermon from Luke 1 dealt with 

Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. Zachariasô song of 
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praise in that chapter prophesied the wonderful age just 

ahead for Godôs people. Each believer should have our own 

song of praise to God, the pastor said. That was the 

sermonôs theme, and itôs a great truth. 

The pastor began by calling attention to the 

enforced period of silence after Zachariasôs reluctance to 

believe Gabrielôs good news concerning the birth of his son. 

The first point of the sermon was, ñUse Your Silence to 

Compose Your Song.ò When the child was born and 

Zacharias gave him his name, his tongue was loosed and he 

burst forth in praise. The pastorôs second point was: ñUse 

Your Voice to Praise Your God.ò His final point, referring 

to the song of Zacharias found in Luke 1:68-79, was: ñUse 

Your Words to Prophesy of the Lordò (By ñprophesy,ò he 

meant to bear faithful witness). 

What struck me about the points of my friendôs 

message was how each stands on its own legs. Each one 

gives clear instruction to Godôs people on what we are to 

do. None of this ñThe People, The Place, The Program, The 

Powerò business. 

That pastor is as effective a communicator as 

anyone I know. As he preached that morning, I glanced 

around to see how the members were receiving the sermon, 

fully expecting them to be as caught up in its power as I 

was. Many, if not most, seemed to be. But not everyoneð

they never are. 

Since not everyone enters the house of worship 

intending to meet the Lord, to hear truth that will change 

their lives, or even to take home with them any word 

spoken from the pulpit, the pastor does well to put the heart 

of his message in a form the people will hear, will 

understand, and will be able to relate to. If he can also make 

it memorable, so much the better. 

The heart of a pastorôs message is his outline. Well, 

all right, if you want to be a stickler about it, the outline is 

the skeleton for his message. But it contains the heart. 

In a sermon titled ñPrayer That Is Larger Than 

Ourselvesò (from his book, Made For His Pleasure, Moody 

Press, 1996.), Alistair Begg made his outline ten 

suggestions on how to accomplish that purpose: 

I. Give Prayer the Full Time It Deserves 

II. Be Consistent in Prayer 

III. Let Godôs Glory Be Your Concern 

IV. Pray Because You are Godôs Child 

V. Pray As One Conversing With God 

VI. Remember the Power of Prayer 

VII. Remember the Principles of Prayer 

VIII. Choose a Place 

IX. Choose a Plan 

X. Find a Good Example and Copy It 

Ten points? Yes, but he didnôt spend 15 minutes on 

each one. In fact, most were very short. What I want to 

emphasize here is that each point stands on its own and says 

something significant about prayer even if you did not 

know the other points. 

In his sermon ñPsalm for a Dark Nightò (from his 

book, Bend in the Road, W Publishing Group, 2000), based 

on the 71st Psalm, David Jeremiah speaks of the reality of 

trials in the lives of believers: 

I. Trials because of ungodly foes 

II. Trials because of an uncertain future 

III. Trials because of unfaithful friends 

IV. Trials because of an unparalleled 

Heavenly Father 

Our response to those trials, he preaches, should be 

to: 

I. Remember the character of God 

II. Review the compassion of God 

III. Rejoice in celebration to God 

IV. Renew your consecration to God 

V. Reclaim your confidence in God and the 

future 

Jeremiah clearly loves alliteration when he can find 

it, but itôs worth noting he does not demand it and seems 

not to go out of his way to manufacture it, as some 

preachers are wont to do. 

Now, having made the point that the outlineôs 

elements should stand alone and give clear statements of 

truth to hearers, I need to drop back and say this before 

leaving the subject: not all sermons have discernible 

outlines. Most of mine probably donôt. 

So, isnôt that contradictory? Not at all. 

Iôm simply saying if you give your people an 

outline to guide them in following you through the sermon, 

you would do them an immense favor by making it 

something worthy of their thought and worth remembering. 

Pastors would probably be dismayed if they knew 

how little of their sermons the church members will carry 

away when they walk out the doors next Sunday morning. 

Rather than merely accepting that as the way things are or 

possibly hoping for the best, the pastor should be proactive. 

Spend more time, study, and prayer on your outline, 

pastor. Ask the Father to help you make it something clear, 

positive, and memorable. After all, there is only One Person 

in the universe who has heard every sermon ever preached, 

and you are talking to Him. He has seen it all and heard it 

all again and again. If anyone knows what makes a sermon 

work, itôs the Father. 

And what makes that special is that He wants you 

to succeed next Sunday even more than you do. So, when 

you turn to ask Him, you will have His undivided attention. 

Be sure to give Him yours. 

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist Pastor from 

New Orleans, Louisiana.  He blogs regularly at 

www.joemckeever.com 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jewels from Past GiantsðJosephôs Comfort in the Midst of Suffering 

By F.B. Meyer 

 

Editorôs Note: The following is an excerpt from Meyerôs 

1900 book, Joseph: Beloved, Hated, Exalted, as reprinted in 

AMG Publishersô 1995 collection Patriarchs of the Faith. 

 

 ñéHe was there in the prison, but the Lord was 

with Joseph...ò (Gen. 39:20-21). The Lord was with him in 

the palace of Potiphar, but when Joseph went to prison, the 

Lord went there too. The only thing which severs us from 

God is sin: so long as we walk with God, God will walk 

with us; and if our path dips down from the sunny upland 

lawns into the valley with its clinging mists, He will go at 

our side.  

The godly man is much more independent of men 

and things than others. It is God who makes him blessed. 

Like the golden city, he has no need of sun or moon, for the 

Lord God is his everlasting light. If he is in a palace he is 

glad, not so much because of its delights as because God is 

there. And if he is in a prison, he can sing and give praises, 

because the God of his love bears him company. To the 

soul which is absorbed with God, all places and experiences 

are much the same. ñIf I say, Surely the darkness shall 

cover me; even the night (of sorrow and of confinement) 

shall be light about me. Yea, the night shineth as the day: 

the darkness and the light are both alike to Theeò (Ps. 

139:11-12). 

 Moreover, the Lord ñshowed him mercy.ò Oh, 

wondrous revelation! He did not stand in a niche on the 

mountainside, as Moses did, while the solemn pomp swept 

past; and yet the Lord showed him a great sightðHis 

mercy. That prison cell was the mount of vision, from the 

height of which he saw, as he had never seen before, the 

panorama of divine lovingkindness. It was well worth his 

while to go to prison to learn that. When children gather to 

see the magic lantern, the figures may be flung upon the 

sheet and yet be invisible because the room is full of light. 

Darken the room, and instantly the round circle of light is 

filled with brilliant color. God our Father has often to turn 

down the lights of our life because He wants to show us 

mercy.  

Whenever you get into prison of circumstances, be 

on the watch. Prisons are rare places for seeing things. It 

was in prison that Bunyan saw his wondrous allegory, and 

Paul met the Lord, and John looked through heavenôs open 

door, and Joseph saw Godôs mercy. God has no chance to 

show His mercy to some of us except when we are in some 

sore sorrow. The night is the time to see the stars.  

 God can also raise up friends for His servants in 

most unlikely places, and of most unlikely people. ñThe 

Lord gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prisonò 

(Gen. 39:21). He was probably a rough, unkindly man, 

quite prepared to copy the dislikes of his master, the great 

Potiphar, and to embitter the daily existence of this Hebrew 

slave. But there was another power at work, of which he 

knew nothing, inclining him towards his ward, and leading 

him to put him in a position of trust. All hearts are open to 

our King: at His girdle swing the keys by which the most 

unlikely door can be unlocked. ñWhen a manôs ways please 

the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 

himò (Prov. 16:7). It is as easy for God to turn a manôs heart 

as it is for the husbandman to turn the course of a brook to 

carry fertility to an arid plot.  

 There is always alleviation for our troubles in 

ministry to others. Joseph found it so. It must have been a 

welcome relief to the monotony of his grief when he found 

himself entrusted with the care of the royal prisoners. A 

new interest came into his life, and he almost forgot the 

heavy pressure of his own trouble amid the interest of 

listening to the tales of those who were more unfortunate 

than himself. It is very interesting to notice what a deep 

human interest he took in the separate cases of his charges, 

noticing the expression of their faces, inquiring kindly after 

their welfare, sitting down to listen to their tale, Joseph is 

the patron of all prison philanthropists, but he took to this 

holy work not primarily because he had an enthusiasm for 

it, but because it gave a welcome opiate to his own griefs. 

 There is no anodyne* for heart sorrow like ministry 

to others. If your life is woven with the dark shades of 

sorrow, do not sit down to deplore in solitude your hapless 

lot, but arise to seek out those who are more miserable than 

you are, bearing them balm for their wounds and love for 

their heartbreaks. And if you are unable to give much 

practical help, you need not abandon yourself to the 

gratification of lonely sorrow, for you may largely help the 

children of bitterness by imitating Joseph in listening to 

their tales of woe or to their dreams of foreboding. 

 It is a great art to be a good listener. The burdened 

heart longs to pour out its tale in a sympathetic ear. There is 

immense relief in the telling out of pain. But it cannot be 

hurried; it needs plenty of time; it cannot clear itself of its 

silt and deposits unless it is allowed leisure to stand. And so 

the sorrowful turn away from men engaged in the full rush 

of active life as too busy, and seek out those who, like 

themselves, have been ñwinged, ñ and are obliged to go 

softly, as Joseph was, when the servants of Pharaoh found 

him in the Egyptian dungeon. If you can do nothing else, 

listen well, and comfort others with the comfort wherewith 

you yourself have been comforted by God.  
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 And as you listen, and comfort, and wipe the falling 

tears, you will discover that your own load is lighter, and 

that a branch or twig of the true treeðthe tree of the 

crossðhas fallen into the bitter waters of your own life, 

making the Marah, Naomi, and the marshes of salt tears 

will have been healed. Out of such intercourse you will get 

what Joseph gotðthe key which will unlock the heavy 

doors by which you have been shut in.  

 To those who are suffering wrongfully, do not be 

surprised. You are the followers of One who was 

misunderstood from the age of twelve to the day of His 

ascension; who did not sin, and yet was counted as a sinner; 

concerning whom the unanimous testimony was, ñI find in 

Him no fault at allò (John 18:39); and yet they called Him 

Beelzebub! If they spoke thus of the Master of the house, 

how much more concerning the household! ñThink it not 

strange concerning the fiery trial that is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened unto youò (1 Pet. 

4:12); only be sure that you suffer wrongfully, and as a 

Christian. 

 Do not get weary in well-doing. Joseph might have 

said, ñI give all up; of what profit is my godliness? I may as 

well live as others do.ò How much nobler was his course of 

patience continuance in well-doing! Do right, because it is 

right to do right, because God sees you, because it puts 

gladness into the heart. And then, when you are 

misunderstood and ill-treated, you will not swerve, or sit 

down to whine and despair.  

 Above all, do not avenge yourselves. When Joseph 

recounted his trouble, he did not recriminate harshly on his 

brethren, or Potiphar, or Potipharôs wife. He simply said: ñI 

was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews, and here 

also have I done nothing that they should put me into the 

holeò (Gen. 40:15). He might have read the words of the 

apostle, ñAvenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 

wrathò (Rom. 12:19). ñIf when you do well, and suffer for 

it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with Godò (1 Peter 

2:20).  

We make a great mistake in trying always to clear 

ourselves; we should be much wiser to go straight on, 

humbly doing the next thing, and leaving God to vindicate 

us. ñHe will bring forth our righteousness as the light, and 

our judgment as the noondayò (Ps. 37:6). In Psalm 105:19 

there follow words which, rightly rendered, read thus: ñthe 

word of the Lord cleared him.ò What a triumphant clearing 

did God give His faithful servant! 

 There will come hours in all our lives when we 

shall be misconstrued, misunderstood, slandered, falsely 

accused, and wrongfully persecuted. At such times it is very 

difficult not to act on the policy of the men around us in the 

world. They at once appeal to law and force and public 

opinion. But the believer takes his case into a higher court, 

and lays it out before his God. He is prepared to use any 

means that may appear divinely suggested. But he relies 

much more on the divine clearing than he does on his own 

most perfect arrangements. He is content to wait for months 

and years, till God arise to avenge his cause.  

It is a very little thing for him to be judged 

adversely at the bar of man: he cares only for the judgment 

of God, and awaits the moment when the righteous shall 

shine forth in the kingdom of their Father, as the sun when 

it breaks from all obscuring mists. ñWhen Christ, who is our 

life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also with Him be 

manifested in gloryò (Col. 3:4). Ah! What a clearing up of 

mysteries, what dissipating of misunderstandings, what 

vindication of character shall be there! Oh, slandered ones, 

you can afford to wait the verdict of eternity; of God, who 

will bring out your righteousness as the light, and your 

judgment as the noonday. 

 In all the discipline of life it is of the utmost 

importance to see but one ordaining overruling will. If we 

view our imprisonments and misfortunes as the result of 

human malevolence, our lives will be filled with fret and 

unrest. It is hard to suffer wrong at the hands of man, and to 

think that perhaps it might have never been. But there is a 

truer and more restful view, to consider all things as being 

under the law and rule of God; so that though they may 

originate in and come to us through the spite and malice of 

our fellows, yet, since before they reach us they have had to 

pass through the environing atmosphere of the divine 

Presence, they have been transformed into His own sweet 

will for us.  

 It was Judas who plotted our Saviorôs death, and 

filled the garden with the capturing bands and flashing 

lights; and yet the Lord Jesus said that the Father was 

putting the cup to His lips, And though He was murdered 

by the chief priests and scribes, yet He so thoroughly 

acquiesced in the Fatherôs appointment, that He spoke of 

laying down His life, as if His death were entirely His own 

act. There is no evil to them that love God; and the believer 

loses sight of second causes, so absorbed is he in the 

contemplation of the unfolding of the mystery of his 

Fatherôs will. As the dying Charles Kingsley said, ñAll is 

under law.ò 

 We must not be surprised when dark passages come 

in our outward life, or our inner experience. Unbroken 

sunshine would madden our brains, and unsullied prosperity 

of soul or circumstances would induce a spiritual 

excitement, which would be in the last degree deleterious. 

We must be sometime deprived of feeling, that we may 

acquire the arts of walking by faith. We must lose the 

supporting cork belts that we may be compelled to trust 

ourselves to the buoyant wave. We must descend into the 

darksome glen, that we may test for ourselves the reliability 

of the staff and the rod, which before we may have 

considered as superfluities or as ornaments. 

 



Page 10 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 1, 1/11/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

*Anodyne: A medicine that relieves pain, or, figuratively, 

anything that calms, comforts, or soothes disturbed feelings. 

 

Frederick Brotherton Meyer (1847-1929) was a Baptist 

pastor and evangelist in England. Born in London, he 

studied theology at Regentôs Park College, Oxford, and 

began pastoring churches in 1870. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Marks of the MasterðThe Eyes of the World 
By The Old Scot 

 
Perhaps the most striking fact about life on Earth is 

its amazing diversity. More than a million different species 

of animals have been cataloged thus far,
 
and the end is not 

yet. Life teems upon our planetary home, and it is a 

question whether the differences of the myriads of species 

or their underlying similarities is the more remarkable. 

 Take, for example, the way animals see their world.  

 How many eyes, for instance, does each variety of 

animal life need? The answer ranges from zero to 28,000! 

There are a few species in the class of Arachnidaðwhich 

includes spiders, scorpions, mites and ticksðthat have no 

eyes at all. They make do very adequately by using other 

sense organs, such as tactile hairs, to feel their way and 

identify friends, foes, and food.
 

 At the other extreme is the dragonfly, which has 

compound eyes, each made up of as many as 28,000 lens 

systems or simple eyes. The eye of the common housefly 

has approximately 4,000 such systemsðyet all these eyes 

do not give it the keenness of sight that man enjoys with 

only two! Scientists have learned that each facet or lens of a 

compound eye gives the insect a crude mosaic impression 

of outlineðand the more facets, the finer the detail. Such 

eyes are designed primarily to detect motionðand this is 

why itôs hard to sneak up on a fly! 

Consider eyelids: the usual number in nature is two. 

But snakes have none at all, and crocodiles have threeðthe 

third being a transparent side-to-side lid which sweeps the 

eyeball clean and keeps it moist. 

 Think, then, of pupils: Most animals have round 

pupils, like manôs, but the crocodile and some nocturnal 

snakes have vertical-slit pupils. Also, some tree snakes are 

known to have horizontal-slit pupils. But perhaps the 

strangest arrangement is that of the gecko, in which the 

pupil contracts to form a series of vertical pinholes. 

 Another adaptation of the eye concerns the way in 

which focus is changed from far to near. As with man, most 

land animals use special muscles to change the shape of the 

lens, making it thicker or thinner in the center. Fish, on the 

other hand, normally change the placement of the lens 

within the eyeball to achieve near or far vision. Sharks, 

however, are divided on the subject, for some move the 

lens, like other fish, while other sharks change the shape of 

the lens, like land animals. 

 In most animals the eyes are paired: that is, both 

eyes automatically focus upon the same object. This allows 

depth and distance perception, among other advantages. But 

in some animals the eyes function independently, allowing 

a much greater field of perception. 

 Usually the eyes are in or on the head, and usually 

they are protected by bony sockets, as in man. But some 

snails have their eyes at the end of tentacles, which can be 

rolled down in case of danger. Moles have their eyes in 

their heads, but the lids are fused shut, presumably to 

protect the eyes from rubbing against the sides of their 

tunnels. It is thought that the moleôs eyes do function, but 

only to tell light from darkness. 

 Most eyes are movable in their sockets, but the 

owlôs eyes are rigidly set and cannot move. To compensate, 

the owl can rotate its neck through more than a half-circle 

each way. It can look directly behind without shifting its 

body! 

 But perhaps the strangest visual adaptation in all of 

nature is found in flatfish, such as halibut. The young 

flatfish looks like a normal fish, with one eye on each side 

of its head. But as the halibut matures, one eye migrates 

through the head to the opposite side, so the adult fish is 

ready to lie continually on one side on the ocean bottom, 

with both eyes functioning on its top side. 

 How did such diversity come about? Evolutionists 

would have us think that each type of animal developed its 

own unique features in its drive for food and fulfillment in 

life. They believe each specialized organ developed little by 

little, over eons of time, in response to the animalôs need. 

 A little thought should serve to demolish this house 

of cards. How, for example, could the crocodile develop a 

third eyelid, a tiny fraction of an inch per millennium? 

According to evolutionary theory, it would not have 

developed at all unless it was needed; but in that case the 

poor crocodile would long since have perished while 

waiting for it to develop. 

 And the halibut: How did it get along during the 

thousands and thousands of years supposedly necessary for 

its lower-side eye to migrate? And just how did that eye 

know where it was supposed to go? And how did the fish 

learn to demolish part of that eye socket in order to clear a 

path for the eye to migrate? 

 How did the chameleon learn the trick of moving 

each eye independently? How did the snake learn to 

substitute a transparent cap of skin for eyelids? Why did the 
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cyclops (a small freshwater shellfish) decide it only needed 

one eye in the center of its head? 

So many adaptations that could never have worked 

while they were supposed to have been developing by 

minute increments! One must ask which is more credible: 

that all these species survived the development process at 

all, or that they were uniquely fashioned by a Creator who 

lovingly gave each creature just those adaptations of His 

basic pattern which would fit it to occupy its own niche in 

the world? 

The Bible faithfully reports that ñGod made the 

beast of the earth after his kind...and everything that 

creepeth upon the earth, after his kind: and God saw that it 

was goodò (Gen. 1:25). The Bible also says this same God 

made man, after His image: made him to occupy the Earth 

and have rule over its resources; but He intended that man 

should follow his Maker, loving God and his fellow man, 

and living in harmony and peace.  

The races of man continue to blow our 

assignmentðbut we as individuals donôt have to continue 

down this destructive path. There is a better way, and Jesus 

Christ is that way. He declared: ñI am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No man cometh unto the Father but by meò 

(John 14:6). Truly, Jesus is the way to life eternal! 

 

The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon with his 

wife Marga 

 

Sources: 

Illustrated Library of Nature, Vol. 1, Introduction: H.S. 

Stuttman Co., NY, 1971. 

(All other information derived from The Encyclopedia 

Britannica, 15
th
 Ed., Vols. 7,9,10,14,15,16,17.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advancing the Ministries of the GospelðThe Sound of Heaven: Cross-cultural Worship  
By Justin Lonas 

 

From Scripture, it is clear that God cares about the 

nations of the world. 

 ñLet the peoples praise Thee, O God; Let all the 

peoples praise Thee. The earth has yielded its produce; 

God, our God, blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends 

of the earth may fear Himò (Ps. 67:5-7). 

ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded youò (Matt. 28:19-20a). 

ñAnd they sang a new song, saying, óWorthy are 

You to take the book and to break its seals; for you were 

slain and purchased for God with Your blood men from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nationò (Rev. 5:9). 

God desires the praise of the nations in all the 

glorious multiplicity of languages and cultures that He 

designed us for. There is a very real sense in which each 

language is uniquely equipped to express Godôs character, 

and He is magnified and glorified by the worship of the 

whole of humanity.  

Perhaps no other time in my life has this truth been 

brought home more than a recent short-term mission trip to 

Greece with AMG International. As this was somewhat of a 

ñvision tripò for our church, we participated in a wide 

variety of ministries in order to gauge where best to plug in 

for longer-term partnership. Because of this, we 

experienced different slices of the multi-ethnic, multi-

lingual metropolis of Athens each dayïworking with Greek-

speakers primarily, but also with Farsi-speaking refugees 

from Iran and Afghanistan and Romanian and Moldavian 

immigrants. 

The unique sounds and pitches of each language 

were, and still are, unfamiliar to me (true to form, I am a 

functionally monolingual American save several semesters 

of Spanish in college), but the joy of each when tuned to the 

praise of God was easily recognizable. Worship in the 

Greek churches was a wonderful time of fellowship as we 

clumsily worked our way through Greek melodies and sang 

the English words to hymns we knew, together praising the 

same God with our ñjoyful noiseò. 

In a Romanian church in the crowded municipality 

of Kallithea (part of metro Athens), I was ministered to in a 

way Iôll not soon forget. I had written off this service as a 

ñbywayò of our trip schedule, and I was admittedly 

skeptical after hearing that their Sunday evening service 

lasted at least 2 hours and was ñvery formalò. After 

spending 20 minutes driving around the block looking for a 

place to park, I stumbled in to the service late, and prayerful 

worship was the last thing on my mind.  

As I sat down, the choir (which appeared to contain 

roughly 1/3 of the church members, each dressed to the 

nines) began to sing a setting of The Lordôs Prayer in their 

native tongue. As the perfectly pitched hymn filled the 

room, I began weeping, both for the beauty of their worship 

and for my sinfully selfish attitude and prejudice toward 

them. The service (which lasted every bit of 2 hours) 

seemed to fly by with song after song lifted heavenward. I 

remarked to a teammate that ñthis must be what heaven will 

sound like.ò 

That Romanian choir will be part of the soundtrack 

of heaven, but even more beautifully brought into harmony 

with the worship of the nations. In that day, when every 

knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus 



Page 12 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 1, 1/11/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

Christ is Lord, we will cry together in every language, 

ñWorthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and 

riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessingò (Rev. 5:12). Participating in Godôs work around 

the world is our act of obedience to His plan, and when we 

follow Him, He sometimes allows us the opportunity to see 

just a small picture of the magnitude of His glory among the 

nations. Praise His name! 

 

Justin Lonas is editor of Disciple Magazine 

 

To learn more about how AMG International can 

help you and your church connect with what God is doing 

around the world, call (800) 251-7206, ext. 258, or write to 

6815 Shallowford Rd., Chattanooga, TN 37421. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Reviews 
 

Worship with the Church Fathers, Christopher A. 

Hall, IVP Academic, Downers Grove, Ill., 2009, ISBN 

9780830838660, 280 pages, $20.00, softcover. 

 

 As 21
st
 century Christians, we tend to think that 

our ways of ñdoing churchò are either 1) the same as 

those of believers through the ages, or 2) somehow 

better than early Church practices. Most of us try very 

carefully to match our practices to Scripture, but 2,000 

years of cultural baggage affects our understanding of 

what it means to worship the Lord in Spirit and in 

Truth. 

 In Worship with the Church Fathers (part of a 

four-part series on patristic teachings), Eastern 

University chancellor Christopher Hall digs into the 

writings of early Christian leaders (Ambrose, 

Athanasius, Augustine, Clement, Cyril, Irenaeus, John 

Chrysostom, John of Damascus, Justin Martyr, 

Tertullian, and others) to lay out something of an 

ñearly Church theology of worship,ò drawing 

important themes and principles that modern believers 

would do well to understand and apply. 

 Hall grounds his discussion on worship in the 

early Churchôs understanding of sacramentalismðthat 

is, the use of physical elements to represent spiritual 

realities. He points out that the Church fathers used the 

Latin word ñsacramentumò to translate the Greek word 

mysterion, which the New Testament writers used to 

describe the deep truths of the faith that transcend 

comprehension. The fathers, Hall states, passionately 

pursued the sacraments, seeing them as the opposite of 

dualism and Gnostic heresy. They saw them as 

reminders that Godôs creation was important to Him, 

and viewed the symbolism of worship as a crucial 

continuation of the principle of the incarnation. 

 Hall devotes particular attention to the practice 

and significance of baptism (in which the water 

represents the cleansing and life-giving of the Spirit), 

the eucharist, prayer, and spiritual discipline (i.e. 

fasting, silence, etc.). His chapters on prayer are a 

powerful reminder of the centrality of prayer to the 

Christian life (and show an interesting perspective on 

the character of God), but his discussion of the 

eucharist, while helpful in articulating a Christocentric 

view of communion, goes too far toward the 

Catholic/Eastern Orthodox position of 

transubstantiation to be wholeheartedly recommended.  

 On balance, Worship with the Church Fathers 

provides evangelicalism with a needed viewpointð

that worship is neither wholly intellectual nor wholly 

emotional but grounded in the spiritual and physical 

reality of Godôs presence. While Hallôs biases lie with 

the more liturgical traditions, his faithful study of the 

first generations after Christ is informative and 

instructive. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: All/Worship leaders 

Type: Worship/Patristics 

Take: Recommended 

 

The Bare Bones Bible Facts: A Quick Reference to 

People, Places, & Things, Jim George, Harvest 

House, Eugene, Ore., 2009, ISBN 9780736923590, 

245 pages, $13.99, softcover. 

 

 Scripture is full of detailsðGod weaves His 

story through specific people, places, traditions, 

rituals, and even foods. The details arenôt the point of 

the story, but they provide important background for 

interpretation and they remind us that the Bible is far 

too concerned with particulars to be a myth. 

 In Bare Bones Bible Facts, Jim George 

explores the major particulars of the Old and New 

Testaments from Aaron to Zion, giving readers a 

helpful overview without overwhelming them. Each of 

Georgeôs profiles addresses the key facts surrounding 



Page 13 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 1, 1/11/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

the entry, the principle Scripture references where it is 

described, and the ñbig pictureò of how it fits into the 

larger story of the Bible. He takes special care to point 

out the significance of Old Testament details (such as 

the priesthood, sacrificial system, and Jewish feasts) to 

the themes of the Gospels and Epistles. Many of the 

entries also contain a ñLife Lessonò subsection to 

provide the reader with a takeaway for meditation and 

spiritual growth. 

 Georgeôs book is neither exhaustive nor 

groundbreaking, but he does provide a concise, useful 

reference for believers to better understand Godôs 

Word, reminding us that the most insignificant people, 

places, or objects when selected by God to be used to 

demonstrate His glory are given a place of honor. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: All  

Type: Reference 

Take: Recommended 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Helps 
 

Sermon Outlines 

 
Humble Unity in the Church 

1 Corinthians 11:17-22 

 

Intro.:  In spite of ñcommunications technologyò that 

enables us to be connected to friends, family, and our 

communities practically 24/7, few would argue that our 

social web of relationships in the church has not diminished 

in importance in recent years. Many of us live isolated, 

separated lives. 

The ancient Corinthians, on the other hand, were a 

very social people, often holding large gatherings in the 

agora (town center) which were attended by the rich, the 

poor, and slaves alike. The early Church redeemed that 

tradition, and incorporated the festivities into their 

celebration of the Lordôs Supper, but their spiritual vitality 

was drained by divisiveness and exclusivity. 

Proposition: Christians are designed for community. A 

powerful Christian community will have been: 

I. Challenged by Division (vv. 17-18) 

     A. The Corinthian Church was divided. 

 1. By personalities (i.e. Paul, Peter, Apollosð1 

Cor. 1:12). 

 2. By social status. 

     B. Paul chastised them, urging them to come together 

ñfor the betterò (v. 17). 

     C. Divisions were prevailing instead of unity (v. 18). 

     D. Division will come (from Satan and sin nature)ðour 

response is the issue. 

II. Matured by Adversity (v. 19) 

     A. Truth surfaces in the heat of battle.  

     B. The factions in the Corinthian Church tested the 

character and faith of believers. 

     C. Mature Christians step forward in a crisis, and the 

Church is strengthened. 

III. Unified by Humility (vv. 20-22) 

     A. A lack of humility overshadows good character 

qualities. 

     B. Social divisions fly in the face of the unity we have in 

Christ (v. 20). 

 1. Class divisions in Corinth were obvious. 

 2. Disunity defiled the Lordôs supper. 

     C. Pride ñdespises the Churchò (v. 22), by fitting it into 

sinful social categories rather than allowing the Body of 

Christ to be believersô highest allegiance. 

Conc.: Churches mature when they stand up to the 

challenge. Humility is preventative medicine. 

 

From David Alan Sylvester 

 

Our Best for the Lord Jesus 

Mark 14:3-9 

  

Intro.:  The incident recorded in this passage (Mary 

anointing Jesus with perfume) is a very touching one, but 

what did Maryôs act signify? It signified that she was giving 

her very best to the Lord Jesusðindeed her all, for as she 

broke the alabaster box and poured out the precious nard 

she was saying, in effect: ñTake my love, my Lord, I pour at 

Thy feet its treasure-store; take myself, and I will be ever, 

only, all for Thee.ò 

In those days, every young woman would prepare a 

box of precious perfume which she would keep until her 

betrothal. If she was willing to marry her suitor, she would 

break the precious box of ointment and pour it at his feet. 

No matter what she paid for the box, it was counted as her 

best, and this is what she gave to him. That is what Mary 

did with her Lord, the One who loved her so much that soon 

He would die for her upon the cross. Mary wanted to be 

spiritually betrothed to Him (Isaiah 62:5; Hosea 2:19), and 

therefore she gave her very best, her all, to Him. 

I. What Can We Give to the Lord Jesus? 

      A. The best of our love.   

 1. Maryôs real gift. 
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 2. The thing above all others that He desires. 

      B. The best of our years. 

 1. It is a privilege to serve the Lord with oneôs 

whole life. 

 2. He is worthy of our sacrifice. 

 3. How can we belong to Him and yet keep our 

strength and energy for our own worldly pursuits? 

     C. The best of our talents. 

 1. Everyone has been gifted by God with a special 

skill. 

 2. The Lord has equipped us for His use. 

 3. If we yield our talent to Him, He will use it in a 

wonderful way. 

II. Why Should We Give Our Best to the Lord Jesus? 

     A. Because He is worthy of our very best. 

 1. He is God (John 1:1, 14; 1 Cor. 2:8, etc.). 

  2. He is our Savior (1 Tim. 1:15; Gal. 2:20). 

     B. Because He has given His best for us. 

 1. He shed His blood in order that we might be 

redeemed (1 Pet. 1:18-19, etc.). 

 2. Mary understood His sacrifice (Mark 14:8). 

     C. Because we can only enjoy His best by giving Him 

our best. 

 1. If we give little, we shall enjoy little. 

 2. If we give our very best, He will be unspeakably 

precious to us (1 Pet. 2:7). 

III. What Will Be the Result of Giving Our Best to the Lord 

Jesus? 

      A. Some will object. 

 1. The Disciples and Pharisees objected to Maryôs 

gift. 

 2. The world sees the dedication of a life given 

wholly to the Lord as waste.  

     B. The Lord Jesus will be pleased. 

 1. The greatest blessing is His commendation (see 

His response in Mark 14:6). 

 2. If He is pleased with us, of what consequence is 

what the world thinks? 

     C. Others will be helped. 

 1. Maryôs simple act of devotion had a marvelous 

result (Mark 14:9). 

 2. No one can estimate the far-reaching influence of 

a life given to the Lord. 

Conc.: Is your life completely given over to Him? 

 

From Francis W. Dixonôs study notes 

Words of Life Ministries 

P.O. Box 334, Eastleigh, 

SO53 2UB, United Kingdom 

www.wordsoflife.co.uk 

Illustrations  

 
The Qualifications for Witnessing 

Subject: Witness 

 

 During a recent short-term missions trip, we saw 

the power of the Gospel in a fresh light. A businessman was 

seen walking into a park where he stationed himself and 

began to tell the story of Jesus Christ to a small group of 

people. The businessman was not a professional preacher 

by any means, but he made himself available for the Lordôs 

work. He simply had a firm grasp on this truth: ñGod does 

not call the qualified. He qualifies the called.ò 

 ñThe people in the park just kept gathering around 

me as I was sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ,ò he said. 

ñDo you want me to explain the Gospel to you also?ò he 

would ask the newest members of the group as they would 

walk in closer. On that particular day, numbers of young 

people gave their hearts to Jesus; just because one 

ñunqualifiedò man accepted the call from the God who 

qualifies the called. 

Leadership Ministries Worldwide 

Practical Illustrations: Galatians-Colossians 

 

The Uniting Love of Christ 

Subject: Unity in Christ 

  

 In a museum, an old white-haired man was standing 

fascinated before a picture of Christ. After gazing at it for a 

few moments he murmured to himself, with face all aglow, 

ñBless Him, I love Him!ò 

 A stranger standing near overheard him and said, 

ñBrother, I love Him too,ò and clasped his hand. A third 

caught the sentence and said, ñI love Him too.ò Soon there 

stood in front of that picture a little circle of people with 

hands clasped, utter strangers to one another, but made one 

by their common love of Christ. 

 On further discussion, they found they belonged to 

different Christian denominations, but this did not disturb 

their fellowship. Perhaps others belonging to their particular 

denominations, but not to Christ, could not do what they 

were doing: standing in awe before Christ and sharing 

fellowship with those who possessed the same awe. 

Spiros Zodhiates 

 

Bulletin Inserts 

 
On Habits 

To learn new habits is everything, for it is to reach the 

substance of life. Life is but a tissue of habits. 

    Henri-Frédéric Amiel 

 

Bad habits are like chains that are too light to feel until they 

are too heavy to carry. 

    Warren Buffett 

 

http://www.wordsoflife.co.uk/
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A habit is something you can do without thinkingðwhich 

is why most of us have so many of them.  

    Frank A. Clark 

 

Habits are safer than rules; you donôt have to watch them. 

And you donôt have to keep them either. They keep you. 

    Frank Crane 

 

A habit is like old-fashioned adhesive tapeðeasy to stick 

on, but the longer it stays the harder it is to get off, until 

finally, when itôs ripped off, it takes skin and all with it. 

    Sydney J. Harris 

 

The unfortunate thing about this world is that good habits 

are so much easier to give up than bad ones. 

    W. Somerset Maugham 

 

Motivation is what gets you started. Habit is what keeps 

you going. 

    Jim Ryun 

These seven via Bob Kelley 

www.wordcrafters.info 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

News Update 
 

Study: A Spanked Child May Be a Better Adult 

The National Post reports that a U.S. study states 

that spanking children up to six years old made them more 

successful in school, more optimistic about life, more likely 

to take voluntary work, and more keen to attend a university 

than their never-spanked counterparts.  

Young children spanked by their parents may 

perform better at school later on and grow up to be happier, 

according to the controversial new study that is drawing 

scorn from critics. 

The findings were drawn from interviews of more 

than 2,600 people, including a core group of 179 teenagers. 

The teens were asked how old they were when they were 

spanked and how often it happened. Their answers were 

compared with information they gave about their behavior 

that could have been influenced by spanking. 

Lead researcher Marjorie Gunnoe, a psychology 

professor at Michiganôs Calvin College, said her research is 

not a green light for parents to spank their children, but 

rather a red light for those groups who want corporal 

punishment banned. 

ñThere isnôt enough evidence that kids who are not 

spanked look better than kids who are spanked,ò said Prof. 

Gunnoe, a mother of two children (she has spanked only 

one). ñSome need the extra deterrentéfor young children, 

the external motivator is more effective.ò 

The National Post  

 

Millions in Tanzania Receive Scripture in Heart 

Language 
The Christian Post reports that Wycliffe Bible 

Translators finished a special project just in time for 

Christmas in Tanzania.  

The Wycliffe team had to develop an alphabet for 

nine languages in northwest Tanzania before beginning 

translation of the book of Luke in 2008. The translation will 

provide about two million people with Scripture.  

ñThis is about transforming communities. My 

people will for the first time read Godôs word in their own 

language and Iôm praying that their lives will be touched by 

the story of Christôs birth,ò Pastor Albinus Waynse, who is 

part of the Wycliffe team of 18 Tanzanians translating 

Scripture, told CBN News.  

More than 20 denominations helped support the 

work. English and Swahili are Tanzaniaôs official languages 

but 124 other minority languages are spoken throughout the 

country. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Most Senior Pastors Work at Least 50-Hour Weeks 
The Christian Post reports that most senior pastors 

are putting in plenty of overtime, according to a new 

LifeWay Research survey. The median number of work 

hours for Protestant pastors is 55 hours, but 42 percent say 

they work 60 or more hours.  

The survey of 1,000 pastors also included 

bivocational, part-time and volunteer senior pastors. About 

half of these pastors say they spend five to 14 hours a week 

preparing their sermon. Nearly half of pastors (48 percent) 

say two to five hours a week go to visitationðless than they 

spend in meetings. Almost three-quarters of pastors say 

they spend up to five hours each week in meetings. Slightly 

more than half spend the same amount of time in personal 

devotions.  

Scott McConnell, associate director of LifeWay 

Research, says the research shows many pastorsô 

commitment to teaching and prayer, but may also show that 

pastors need help covering ministry responsibilities.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Pakistani PM Promises Property Rights to Christians 
Assist News Service reports that Pakistanôs Prime 

Minister, Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, is finally delivering on 

some long-standing promises to minorities in Pakistan.  

At a ceremony on Dec. 18, Gilani vowed to give 

land property rights to Christian slum dwellers of 

Islamabad. According to one source, ñThe announcement 

sent a wave of joy among slum dwellers and infused them 

http://www.wordcrafters.info/
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with hope of becoming owners of houses they have been 

living in for several years.ò 

Gilani also announced construction of non-Muslim 

prayer rooms in Pakistani prisons; a shortened sentence for 

minor crimes committed during religious festivals, 

extending a law that already exists for Muslims; and the 

official classification of ñMasihi,ò Christiansô preferred 

term for themselves, instead of ñEssahiò in the future. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

South Korean Doctors Organize Pro-Life Groups to 

Discourage Rampant Abortion 
A group of South Korean doctors are hoping to 

motivate the people of their country to reexamine the 

catastrophic pro-abortion culture in which they live. They 

are hoping to force the government to enforce the existing 

abortion laws, by organizing groups to discourage women 

from having abortions and to report clinics that perform 

them illegally. 

Dr. Choi Anna and her colleagues held a news 

conference in November to ask ñforgivenessò for having 

performed illegal abortions, and have since formed the 

group Gynob which calls on other doctors to declare 

whether they have performed illegal abortions. 

 ñWe see a tendency to have one perfect child and 

abort the rest,ò Dr. Choi said. ñWe had women demanding 

an abortion simply because they had taken cold medicine or 

drunk too much while pregnant.ò 

South Koreaôs Mother and Child Health Law 

permits abortion only when the motherôs health is in serious 

danger, or in cases of rape, incest or severe genetic disorder. 

It is illegal after 24 weeks of pregnancy. However, due to 

past government promotion of population control by 

abortion, the government turned a blind eye to the illegal 

abortion trade and the law was almost never enforced. 

This has resulted in a fertility rate of just 1.19 

children per woman, one of the lowest in the world. The 

government has abandoned the population control policy, 

and is now frantically moving in the opposite direction to 

save the nation from a self-inflicted demographic implosion 

that threatens to undermine the nationôs economic and 

social survival. 

LifeSiteNews 

 

Survey: Evangelical Pastors Cite Abortion, Moral 

Relativism as Top Issues 

A poll taken before the end of 2009 found that 

Americaôs evangelical pastors and church leaders cite 

abortion and moral relativism as the two most pressing 

moral issues faced by America today. 

An Evangelical Leaders Survey released Monday 

from the National Association of Evangelicals asked 

Evangelical pastors last October, ñWhat is the greatest 

moral issue in America today?ò Respondents said abortion 

was their number one concern. 

ñThe moral scandal of abortion tops my list,ò said 

Jeff Farmer of the Open Bible Churches in Des Moines. 

ñNot because murder is worse than other moral evils, but 

because of the massive numbers of this killing field and 

intentionality of so many to put self-gratification, greed and 

political advantage above life itself.ò 

Following as a close second, pastors cited the crisis 

of moral relativism and frequently quoted Judges 17:6: 

ñevery man did that which was right in his own eyes,ò 

referring to the crisis of morality that once beset the society 

of ancient Israel. NAE board member Ron Carpenter stated 

the problem in the United States is ña non-belief in 

Absolute Truth which permeates every other arena of our 

society.ò 

Evangelical Leaders Survey is a monthly poll of the 

Board of Directors of the National Association of 

Evangelicals and includes the CEOs of denominations and 

other representatives of the broad array of Evangelical 

churches, missions, universities, publishers, etc. in the 

United States. 

LifeSiteNews
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Puzzles & óToons 
 

 

Church óToons 

By Joe McKeever 

 

  
 

 

 

Hidden Wisdom 

An Acrostic Puzzle  

by Mark Oshman 

(On Next Page) 
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