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The Gospel in an Abortion Culture
By Russell D. Moore

As the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme heaven. But the Gospel speaks right where the abortion
Court decision approaches, most Christians recognize, aculture is in slavery, to the conscience.
rightly so, the loss of millions of unborn human livéghat For onething, those guilty of this silent atrocity
we often forget is the second casualty of an abortion often donét think webre talk
culture: the consciences of countless men and women. demonic structures have helped them to conceal this secret,
Too often, pastors and church leaders assume thahd to convince them the safest thing to do is to try to forget
when talking about abortion, their invisible debating partriealtogether. Others are so dened down by guilt, they

i s t hceh ofii pcreod conamergator os poltgician. r eal |y donét believe they ar
Not so. Many of the people endangered by the abortion wi | | 6 of our Gospel invitati
cul ture arckoitcht even pro Speak directly to these people. To the woman who

In your congregation this Sunday, and in the has had the abortion. To the man who has paid for an
neighborhoods around you right now, there are women abortion. To the health care workeravhas profited off of

vulnerable to abortionist propaganda, not lbseahey tearing apart the bodies of the young and the consciences of
reject the church but bectharpamentsheyodére afraid they©o6l]l
church. Pregnant young women are scared they will Speak clearly of the horror of judgment to come.

scandalize church people when they start to show, so th&onfirm what every accusing conscience already knows:
keep it secret. Parents are fearful their pregnant daughtec|inic privacy laws cannot keep all this from being esed

t h ei r regnanhgiriieng, will prompt the restofthe at t he tri bunal of Christ. \
congregation to see them as bad families. enough darkness in which to hide and cringe.

As they keep all of this secret from the Body of But dondot stop there.
Christ, many of them fall prey to the false gospel of the Proclaim just as openly that judgment has fallen on
abortion clinic. fAWe can thadieeringbodyefacrducifitdilédsacclisedrby Saany , 0
people say. AAnd it wil |l iadicted bytbe Lawwvemweloped by the curse.

Moreover, there are thousands of men and women An abortion culture knows that hell exists, and they

in our churches who have aborted their children, or urgednow judgment waits (Ron2:14-16). Agree with them, but
the abortion of their grandchildren. Bearing the shame ofpoint them to the truth that God is not simply willing to
this, they keep it secret. And in the concealments#tanic forgive them. Show them how in Christ God is both just

powers accuse them: i We k and the justifier of he ane veho teas faith ia desus @oma
murderer, | ike us.o 3:26).
Every time pastors and church leaders speak, they The woman who has had the abortion needs to

are speaking, at least potentially, to these men and womknow that, if she is hidden in Christ, God does not see her
the aborting and the abortionists. Many of these people as fit hat woman who had the &

dondt ahgqu the Afetuso i ssulvertBdfremn serding her toHdeeuse shefoundsac i e n
testify to that, and theyGogpeltihhkeoopboteredl byChhi st
trying to sear over that persistent internal message. And, in the resurrected Christ, God has already told her

The answer, for the church, is to preach the Gospglh at he t hinks of her: iYou
to the conscience. youlamwellp| eased. 0O

Formanyevagel|l i cal s, to fAipreachhéheoGsspehoes awhaund u.
seems to be obvious and ineffective because they thinkthih ey 6r e t el ling themsel ves.

means to, by rote, prompt people to accept Jesus and gdtune the light in the eyes of their consciences.






