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Amusing Ourselves to Death
By John Stonestreet
fAnd this | pray, that your love mapound still more and Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed
more in real knowledge and discernment, so that you may from us. Huxley feared the truth would be drowned
approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere in a sea of irrelevance. Orwell feared we would
and blameless until the day of Chéist ( P h10). . 1:9 become a captive culture. Huxley feared waiia
become a trivial culture, preoccupied with some

How Postman Saw It equivalent of the feelies, the orgy porgy, and the

Neil Postman (1932003) was an educatand centrifugal bumblepuppy.
cultural critic who saw things more clearly than most. In the fiAs Huxley remarked iBrave New World
introduction of his highly acclaimed and criticized book Reuvisitedthe civil libertarians and rationalists who
AmusingOurselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age are everonthe alerttooppdsgy r anny oOf ai
of Show Busines®ostman demonstrated that he had his take into accountnarts almost infinite appetite for
finger on the pulse aur culture in a way most others did di st r aclog4 bluxisy.added, people are
not. This comparison between the pessimistic visions of controlled by inflicting pain. IlBrave New World
George Orwell and Aldous Huxley is worth quoting at they are controlled by inflicting pleasure. In short,
length: Orwell feared that whate hate will ruin us.

fiwe were keeping our eye on 1984. When Huxley feared that what we love will ruin us.
the year came and the propheignd, thoughtful fiThis book is about the possibility that
Americans sang softly in praise of Huxley, not Orwell, was righd.

themselvesé. Wherever el se the terror had
happened, we, at least, had not been visited by The Distraction Factor

Orwellian nightmares. While the Church has been precupied with either
fiBut we had forgotten that alongside counting sex scenes and curse wordsisic and movies
Orwellés dark vision, there was anoti@eslightly or attempting incessantly tc

older, slightly lessvell known, equally chilling: a more important influence of entertainment: its capacity to

AldousHuxleyés Brave New WorldContrary to distract us. Ours is a culture whose main expression of

common belief even among the educated, Huxleysinfulness is silliness. We fail to actually live and engage in

and Orwell did not prophesy the same thing. Orwé#le real, and often messy, business of human relationships,

warns that we will be overcome by an externally institutions, and predicament. As Postman suggested, we

imposed oppression. But kuxleyés vision, no Big are amused to death.

Brother is required to deprive people of their Letdés be clear: the prob

autonomy, maturity and history. As he saw it, The problem is the death of art and creativity on the altar of

people will come to love their oppression, to adorperpetual amusement. Rather than art serving its-God

the technologies that undo their capacities to thinkrdained purpose of clarifying life, it is reduced to being a
fiwhat Orwell feared were those who narcoticlike replacement for life whose purpose for

would ban books. What Huxley feared was that existence is only to serve our passions. When this sort of

there would be no reason to ban a book, for thereentertainment becomes a definc@mponent of a culture,

would be no one who wanted to read one. Orwellthen depth is replaced with sensation, excellence with

feared those who would deprive us of informationpopularity, dialogue with embodied ageinding, and

Huxley feared those who wouggive us so much  reflection with distraction. In other words, we become silly.

that we would be reduced to passivity and egoism.
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One need only look at current political dialogue amgkll-intentioned person is not wetitentioned. We fumble,
ourfaschn at i on with cel ebrity wetil weeveun® and wemecethesdblurdfarca fraynsai s |

action. from the fumbles, failings, and wounding of others.
If art is to communicate reality, then naked, chubby
Shall We Be Distracted, Too? angels wono6t do-falldactorsandi s wor

If Postman is correct then certain of the dominantactresses, artists who wish to communicate redemption
AChristianodo strategies wi tahnotmwit evidilbey willnkesl to patimyt darknessaso n
strategy is that of substitution, which consists of offering well as light, brokenness as well as wholeness, and death as

AChi stiano versions of popuelldr aesntlaerfteai AMNmendtl aaxeed t o
replacement s. I f pop divasparmi spmpuWadl | weééd Uo0scbfie
AChristiaimdpone. plofpuliap , nveibtlHeroffftelre pnoosri tiisvei talftsearfr
AChr i s thiogpn 0 Breicpmuse our vewhsoiloen fweomidlty .sowe aHa vaendy ou e Vv ¢
wi || menti on Je s u sitChristianeNoa Corinthians8 s, weol | cal l
thought will be given as to artistic quality, lyrical accuracy,
or potential impact on the culture. A Way Forward

There are several problems with this strategy. First, What does a distracted world need? In short, it
there is no such thing asnédedsasciiedisdbodhearacanaonie)

have hearts and mindisat are active and engaged about lif@tential of truly Christian art. In the tradition of G. F.

and the world. Christian entertainment can be as distracttht@ n d el 6 s s ummar y Meskiahor & R.&Rmp t i
as what we are trying to replace, especially forthose T ol kei nds p o getsofpgwarlimhelford bfh e ¢
addicted to the feeling otheRngds nagr ARlInaremrdrayy n@&dCaodnnor 6s

Second, if entertainment makes us silly, then heart inA Good Man is Hard to Findhe Christian artist
Christian entertainment makes us silly Christians. If the when operating from a Biblical worldview has the unique
pastor doesndét entertai n capacitywparaphoaseadalilydoea disteactdd avarld. n ot h i
worthy of our attention no maowewen thelrasponsibilityiesaat only onTihe e 1 |
songs need not be theologically sound or musically shoulders of the producers of art, but also on the consumers.
excellent, as long as they make ud fike we are Far too often, those of us who receive the artistic talents of
worshipping (whatever that means). Speakers with nothiogt her s ar e, to borrow a phr e
of depth to say and writers with nothing of depthtowritee asi | y p | e nesdetalbecdomeWetteratiwatthing,
are made megastar leaders despite the drivel they offer. I3tening, reading, and perhaps avoiding what passes as art.
addiction to entertainment has neutered our minds and Mindless reception has no place in Christian life and
trivialized our hearts. worship.

Finally, sanitized ent er t @hristiangtalkoften ef redival. Wetwishfert i a n .
of the greatest strengths of the Christian worldview is its revived witnessing, praying, devotion, and pietye Bght
capacity to accurately reflect the real world of human  also to wish for revived imagination that we may love God
predicament. Crucial to the Christian portrayal of life andand others better, approving what is excellent.
the world is be fracture created by the fall. Sometimes, the
Christian story suggests, the wigltentioned word is John Stonestreet is executive director of Summit Ministries
misinterpreted, the weihtended action is harmful, and the in Manitou Springs, Colado.www.summit.org

Exegetically Speaking The Hidden Treasure, the Pearl, and the Dragnet
(Matthew13:44 53)
By Spiros Zodhiates

From Exegetical Commentary on MattheAMG ordinary physical objects to explain unseen or intangible
Publishers, 2006. spiritual realities.
[44] The kingdom of heaven, He said here, is
Jesus called His first four teachingsthis chapter ¢ o mp a r a brdasure(thidaurds[2844], something

fi p ar awhileehe tstare included in this category in a precioushid (kekrummédj the perfect passive participle of
summary statement in verse 53. A parable is a simile, a krUpI@EL2928] tohide)nafield © This is the
nas o

comparative using he wor d fhomdiaf8ec4],o r 0 _ _ _
similar, like). In His parables, Jesus made good use of verb “Sef’ n Megtthew 11:25 gnd 13:35.1In I._uk.e. 17:20, 21,
Jesus said that His present kingdom rules invisibly in the


http://www.summit.org/
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hearts of believers and is therefore hid¢eekrummég) the same man finds his treasiirié appears, accidentally,

from physical eyes, though its impactin the worldis ~ whi | e t he mer ch afinepearls 0a d-tr iome
apparent. these points, we learn that two types of people respond to
the Word: those with no prior spiritual interest who have
The person who found the treasure of the kingdoReW desires created in their hearts on first hearing the
of heaven realizes its inestimable value and that materia@ ¢ s pel , and those I|ike the
things are worthless by cqrarison. Although this treasureP € ar | s 6 per haps all their i
is hidden in a field, it can be found by all who seek it. [47] Now we come to our last parable. In thissee

Finding the tjayech@aaisn®]) cW % ahtase at Ife only pedos@gUatice
so great that a person is willing to exchange everything f&#522], a dragnet, seine) in the entire New Testament. This
it. While this parable does not teach that the kimyadé ~ Was a long sweep net, the ends of which were spread out by
heaven can be bought, it does teach that salvation is woRRatS to cover a large portion of open sea, then drawn
more than all we possess, that our salvation should not J8gether and taken toaie with the netted fistEnsuringa
taken lightly, and that it is worth parting with worldly ~ 90od catch required several people doing various tasks; no
things we hold dear to fully enjoy our new wealth. A persBR€ person could handle the entire netting operation by
who does not jgfully give of his material possessions to himself. _ - _
enable others to find the treasure of the kingdom of heaven ~ This parable should be taken in conjunction with
is not a true possessor of that treasure. He does not freelfje paable of the wheat and the tares in ve€S0. As
possess his possessions; they, rather, possess and enslHv@ tares and wheat grow togetheralmtwo kinds of fish
him. A reluctant, sorrowful gives a hypocrite. are netted. The_servants cannot collect tares Wlt_hout rooting

[45] The parable of the pearl is similar, except thaP Wheat, and fishermen cannot net only good fish. This
the man seeki nmerchanboédipope a r May bg cgmpgred jvith thsixed responses in an
[1713], a tradesman who travels from place to place |ookﬁygangellst|c meeting. The same invitation is issued to all.

for bargains and opportunities to buy and sell). This ~ Some genuinely repent and believe; others pretend.
infrequently used New Testament word is foomty here ~ P0Ssibly the ratio of shallowemporary decisions to deep
and in Revelation 18 rooted, permanent ones is the same ttodeur deduced

[46] In all his searchings and dealings, the from the parable of the sower in verse8,but we should
merchant, we ar@tl d , f ionedpsarl of greayprige never be discouraged by such numbers. In the short run, the
(poltitimon[418§ from poluis[4183), very great; antl | m(+ 0 1 d mhcapeope ( Acts 18:10) in

[5092], honor, speciadttributed value © Li k e t hteh & rleargultituge, which @o man could number a r e
hidden in the field, the pearl, representing our salvation, &aved (Rev. 7:9).

so precious that the prospectiwener sells all he has to [48] When the fishermen draw the net to shore, )

own it. There are no half commitments or cheap t hey dathevedsurielexanthe aoristtensesfu | | ®g &

transactions here. When the pearl is owned, everything d#@16) of every kind 0 _

drops in value. An evident differ goode ex
The concurrent action of the aorist active (kala[ 257 0] ) baedrsabraf435@], watthless fish.

participlesh e u (idma vi ngfrdmbend?2 s k ¢ The fishermen collechte g o o dvedsélesabgeia n i

{2147%]),andapel @ h@mi ng dfome a whv8], recept ac lcastéebalogtoeradristi n e r

apérchomai 565 ]), shows that the merchant, immediatel{ense oballo [906], to castputo the bad ones, either
on finding the pearl, sold his possessions to buy it. The |&#doors or back into the sea.
of an extended period of consideration reveals the depth of ~ [49, 50] This judgment is probably the same as the
spiritual hunger and the full recognitiof incomparable ~ ©ne given in the parable of the wheat and tares. Both occur
value in this soul. at end(suntéieig4930], completionpf the age and
The merchant , péprakenthe fi h a9t argaccergplisped by angels (vv. 39, 41). Finally, the
perfecttense gb i p r [809H, & sell) everything he had t € rtm fn 6 %:[3479], so) bginning verse 49, shows
to buy the pearl. The root of this veferaq means to this as an amplifi cAngel®on nof
trarsport to a distant land, implyirtgat he apparentivent V€7 se 49 i s t hetheymtium av e ramd e
as far and wide as necessary to accomplish this task. o _
There are two interesting points of comparison ~ The Responsibility of Understanding
bet we enmamt twhofi fi nds the treasUSRINONn d es K Baveysukurderstood
fimerchand who finds t he seioepa@ll és2u p [J khagorst agtiyedridajive pfg u py 2[4924) all
[4453]; v. 44) in the first parablelts us that the man thesethingg 6 What things did the

engages in local, as opposed to distant, selling. Secondijf @ d | earned? Letds summari ze
e The Son of man scatters the Word of God (v. 37).
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e The good seedre the children of God (v. 38). in Christ)and old(palaia[3820], previously secured and

e Not all seeds falbn fertile ground (vw21, 22). held possessions) .o

e The devil scatters tares among the wheat (v. 25) The householder knows the value of the kingdom

« Believers must not attempt to uproot what appear to B&heaveny. 44) and the benefit of sharing this treasure
tares (v. 29) with others. Accordingly, he knows what possessions to

e God permits tares (unbelievers) to grow together witH€tain for his own needs and for those of the household
wheat (believers) until the time of the harvest (v. 30) (0iko9 for which he is responsible as masteni(k o d)e s p -

e The destiny ofhe wicked is conscious suffering in the@nd what to share or dispens&l{alj so others may find
furnace of fire (. 42, 50) the treasure of the kingdom of heaven.

o Believers will shine like the sun in the kingdontlagir A Greek verb that denotes such prudence is

heavenly Father (v. 43) ~ o i _

o Suffering unbelievers will witness this shining with In 2 € g g }?%ﬁ%ﬁéeﬁfm%g\}g.hﬂgﬁigj.t3h?jat
CV%?IS?E; riggﬁi gverorr\t%tnri(tep((a\?vtlrllgzazg)beIleV|ng forsaketh(apotassetginot all that he hath, he cann@he

mey PPOTIUNILY (V. 42, < bsolute negativ®u[3756) be my discipldmat h Ut Us

e The kingdom of heaven is like a great treasure (v. 44 3 1 0 $Har)ng should not be reckless but ordetdyis

¢ The kingdom of heaven is like a pearl of inestimable [5010], the noun akin tb § J504], to set or pin order
value (v. 45) _ o which is the basic verb in the compotagbtassomaifrom

e The kingdom (_)f he_aven is worth 'partlng with all we ap6[575] andt § stsumeaning to arrange away from
possess to gain this treasurepeecious pearl (v. 46)  gneself). In summary, prudent children of the kingdom
illustrations given in parables and similes (v. 53).  yecklessly but orderly angromptly.

_[B2lwhen the di s¥es(mi[3488]), ans wgswh 8n Jfieished@téldsenthe aorist tense
Lordo (TR, MT; v. 5 TIherefordevesyu gft & 5868 t& cdrfipteteihele parables, he departed
scribe(grammatet$1122], a professional student, a (me t Uthecanrist tense ofie t 43332)drom meta
teacher of the lawihich is instructedma t h Ut, ehe t 382%] Safter; ancair@[142], to take up; used only twice in
aorist passive participle ofia t h J31@}4ddisciple) ihe NT) thence 0o
unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an Jesus had accomplished His purposes in Galilee and
householdefo i k o d ahe dative abikod e s p[361L7A $ow headed for Judea. Galilee was a ministry of

from oikos[3624], house; and e s p[1203)} a despot,  compassionate healing and teaching; Judea was to become a
absolute ruler, one who masters his housb)ch bringeth  ministry of selfsacrifice for His people.

forth (ekballei the present tense efk b §1b44]¢o eject;

from ek[1537], out of; and> § 1[9064 to putout of his Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of

[personalftreasure things nekaina[2537], qualitatively  AM G International in Chattanooga, Teffor. over 30 years

new, here meaning things that he has gained in his new life a5 the founding editor ulpit HelpsMagazine and
authored dozens of exegetical baoks

apotassoma[657], variously transl at

Speciab Giving to Haiti
Not All Relief is Created Equal

In the wake of Januafy2Gs earthquake in Haiti, For example a donation to a large organization (like
many people are considering donating to relief agencies WNICEF, the Rd Cross, or the World Food Program) will
provide help. This is very encouraging, afetidedlythe likely get caught up in the web of bureaucracy that keeps
right thing to dé Jesus reminds us that assisting those irHaiti in grinding poverty, whereas a donation to a group
need is truly gring to God (Matt. 25:3810). that works with its own equipment and staff (such as

As you consider donations, however, let me Samaritan's Purgeor works with locals on the ground in
encourage you to give only to churches or agencies that Maiti (such asVorld Visionor Compassion Internatil)
know of who have solid relationships with the Church in will most likely reach its intended target and actually
Haiti and experience working in that country. The majoritprovide help.

of the millions and millions of dollarthat will go to Haiti AMG Internationa] Disciplés parent organization,
throughgeneral relief agencies will likely wind up in the has ongoing work in the north of Haiéir{ aredess affected
pockets of politicians and thugssomething that, by the quake), and a designated donation for relief there

unfortunately has been thease with Haiti for decades.  will be directed to our Haitian personnel who will use gifts


http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=361b1ca2bb340e261f753581cf415a2f&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.samaritanspurse.org
http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=850cbe2d7e2bb0f228e45d38818d2585&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldvision.org
http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=b6c0ada0d7c94949a6c50b6b2580993c&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.compassion.com%2Fcontribution%2Fgiving%2Fdisasterrelief.htm%3Freferer%3D105910
http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=f77220793d2e4a630e71432d693475f7&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amginternational.org
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to help people returning north from PartPrince, and 251-7206. Designate checks or credit card donations
channel funds to credible local ministries in PauPrince Disaster RelieFund .

which can meet neediar more effectively than the average Thank you,
international agency can.

To learn more and make a donafigisit Justin Lonas
www.amginternational.org, write to AMG, 6815 Editor

Shallowford Rd. Chattanooga, TN 37421, or calQD-

Trash to Treasure
By Tim Challies

One of my favorite television programsAstiques blankebd it was a rare national treasure of incredible value
RoadshowThe program affords people the opportunity toand historical significance. The appraiser seemed to have
present their antique possessidrvghether furniture, trouble even beginning to convey to the audience the
paintings, toys, or anything efseand to have them importance of this blanket. He left no doubt, though, when
appraised by some odrtsih he edoldlofddvaluefBeaawsearns it tarityeandosignificance,

antiquities. he had no trouble assigning a value of somewhere between

For every episode the producers single out ten 0r$350,000 an&500,000
fifteen items and show an expert providing a detailed This elderly gentleman had come to the show
description and valuation of the item. Each section closesarrying a blanket worth almost a hatillion dollars. He
with the expert telling the owner just what the item is simply could not believe what he was hearing. Choked up
worth. It is alvays amusing to see eyes pop out or to see and with tears pouring from his eyes he asked to hear the
people jump up and down with excitement as they realizamount again. He looked as if he might pass out. As the
that they have in their possession an item worth tens or eman walked out of the convention center where the show
hundreds of thousands of dollars. During every episode tha&d been held, the blanket he ltadalierly carried in with
Vi ewer has oppotansiormedty t o hirewas noW gcradledcarefully in his arms. He walked out

treasure. of the building with security guards on either side of him,
There is one segment from a particular episode tliove straight to a bank, and placed the blanket in a safe
stands out in my mind, because it featured the most deposit box. What had rbolden

valuable item they had appraised to that point. An elderlyrocking chair, had been instantly transformed into a
gentleman from Tucson, Arizona, brought in an old blankgtecious treasure.

he had iherited several years before. He knew it was old When God saveldis people, bringing us from

and believed it had a little bit of value, perhaps a few  death to lifeHe opens our eyes to love and appreciate the

hundred or even a couple of thousand dollars. supreme treasure that is Jesus Christ. What had once been

After inheriting this blanket he had thrown it over of little interest or significance is suddenly transformed into
the back of a rocking chair in his bedroom and h@td n ~ something of inestimable value and worth. The Gospel
often thought about it until presented with opportunity to messagét he news of Jesusd6 mir
take it to theRoadshowWith the blanket hanging on a rackubstitutionary death, and glorious resurrediamgreat
behind them, the expert appraiser told the old man that hésd joyous news, and yet, fdiig very reason, it is under
heart had stopped when he first saw it. attack by the forces of evil. The eminent nineteemathtury

As | watched the show, | couldeséhe excitement pastor and author J.C. Ryle wrote of just some of the ways

f

written all over the expethd QGospeltanbeespoidedtduse xt endi ng t hr
his body. He could not stand still. He began to explain that fiYou may spoil the Gospel by substitution.
the item was a Navaj o chief 6 outhdveanlite withdralw rdrtheleyesiof thee e n
in the 1840s. In wonderful condition, it was one of the sinner the grand object which the Bible proposes to
oldest, intact Navajo weaves to survive to the twenst faith,0 Jesus Christ; and to substitute another
century, and certainly one of only a tiny handful to exist object in His place é an
outside of museum collections. Substitute anything for Christ, and the Gospel is

He showed the fine detail of the weaving and even totally spoiled!
showed where it had been torn and repaired shortly after it fiYou may spoil the Gospeély addition.
was first made. | could see the excitement in his eyes as he You have only to add to Christ, the grand object of
looked at something he knew was extremely valuable. He faith, some other objects as equally worthy of

knew that sitting before himag something more than a
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honour, and the mischief is done. Add anything tdhis posession to another, depositing it to him, and this
Christ, and the Gospel ceases to be a pure GosppErson was bound by a sacred oath to protect it.

fiYou may spoil the Gospel by In his legters to Timothy, Paul, who knew that he
interpositian. You have only to push something  will not always be able to encourage and toeiimothy,
between Christ and the eye of the soul, to draw entrusted to him the Gospel message. Timothy would be
away the sinner 6s at t eaxgedted to gudand thisnmesdage anfl & Vind warthy, godéyn d

the mischief is done. Christians to whom he could in turn entrustind so the
fiYou may spoil the Gospel by Gospel has been protected and has carried from one genera
disproportion.You have only to attach an tion to the next through the long, storied history of the

exaggerated importance to thecondary things of church. And so it has been handed in trust to you and to me
Christianity, and a diminished importance to the and to all who believe.

first things, and the mischief is done. Once alter the John Stott, in his introduction to his corantary on
propotion of the parts of truth, and truth soon 2 Timothy, says this:

becomes downright error! fiThe church of our day urgently needs to

fiYou may completely spoil the Gospel by heed the message of this second letter of Paul to
confused and corddictory directions. Complicated Timothy. For all around us we see Christians and
and obscure statements about faith, baptism, churches relaxing their grasp of the Gospel,

Church privileges, and t hfmbting i & fandesof letting ittop feom theirr d 6 s
Supperéare al most aso bad bhasds altgethertAanéwegeneratiopn ohybungaTiiflo !

The Gospel can be spoiled, though ngeotively, thys is needed, who will guard the sacred deposit of
for it is an objective rality. Yet it can be spoiledy usand the Gospel, who are determined to proclaim it and
to us. We can modify the Gospel, either deliberately or are prepared to suffer for it, and who will pass it on
inadvertently, stripping it of its power and its glory. We can pure and ucorrupted to the genation which in
bring to people a counterfeit gospel that is no Gospel at all. due course will rise up to follow then.

It is the discipline of discernmetitat God has provided us God has given us the Gospel in trust. He has
to guard the purity of the Gospel. deposited it to our account and expects that we will guard

Discernment, then, is not an end in itself. Rather,this priceless, precious treasure. God has entrusted to us
discernment is the means to a far greater and nobler endsdyething of infinite worth and ungassed beauty. He has
practicing spiritual discement we guard the Gospel, the not left us to our own devices, but he has provided for us
message of eternal lifdhe apostle Paul, writing to his  the Holy Spirit, that with his help we may be faithful in
young protégé Timothy, called him to do just this in both gfiarding the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
the |l etters to Ti md®tTingthy,r e c o r GErdual dimern®ent allopg us to keep the Gospel

guard the deposit entrustedtoyod Paul wr i tcentsal andhallolvs us toesand guard against error.

Timothy 6:20. In his next letter heiterates Byfthe Holy  Spiritual discernment is absolutely crucial to the one who

Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit would understand and heed the Gospel. Nothing less than

entrustedtoyar ( 2 Ti m. 1:14) . T hthedaspehisat dtake. power of t he

Spirit, Timothy was to guard the Gospel. © 2005, Tim Challies. Used by Permission.
This word deposit is taken from the ancient world.

In the age before personal safes arid daposit boxes, a Tim Challies is a bloggerdm Toronto, Ontario, and

person who was going to be away for some time might ask author ofThe Discipline of Spiritual Discernment

another to care for a treasured possession. He would entrust He blogs regularly atww.challies.com

When Salt Becomes Poison
By Shea Oakley

WORLDMagazine editor Marvin Olaskyonce what can happen when our Mnseé
wrote that Atruth wit hout butnotthe quallg vitdl dtHereoneslaveli um wi t ho ut
chl ori de: poi son, not sal t . 0 Itldeasy as & €hrissian,ttodook aivtbe maral ichaos k
verses from New Testament Scripture; the command to lie the world around us and become frustrated to the point of
fispeaking the truthinloge ( Ep h. 4 : l1labajion ammmge rt. heNed &kamlow from Scriptur
t hat Chr thedsalioatmesarth r (eMdit t . mumarBspciety Bakg like, and the stark contrast between t
statements point to how believers are to communicate thepiritual ideal and the secular reality of our everyday
Gospel to the worl d ar oun surrdaurdiegstempBluats feelrésentfulvad thodeswew a r n
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regularly come in contact with who do not share our worldie are with their desperate wickedness and then presume to

view. offer them an alternative as if we are somehow better than
From there it is a short distance to the kind of bitterh ey and di dnot need that a l

arrogant preaching armbnversation that has alienated so attitude on our part is seffghteousness at itsorst and is

many norbelievers who might otherwise have listened guaranteed to push people farther away from our Lord.

respectfully to our witness. At that point whatever truth is One has to wonder how many people have been
mixed in with our bile has little hope of getting a fair radically turned off to any of the truth claims of Christianity
hearing. What should be salt and light in a world by Christians behaving badly in this way.

desperately in need of the seasoning embodied in the good Before we open our mouths we need teathour

news of Jesus Christ becomes neither. It becomes instedebarts. If we cannot tell the truth to those who need to hear

the poison Olasky speaks of. it in a humble, loving spirit then we do best to keep those
We should never dare to put forth the tenets of thenouths shut until we can. This applies to every Christian

Christian faith if our attitude towards our hearers is yogr who presumes to be a witness to Jesus Christ, whether they

bitter at what we perceive to be their ungodly lifestyles. Fare a tetvangelist with access to millions or a simple

one thing we ourselves have often been guilty of the samayperson with access to just a few.

sins we so readily identify in our worldly friends, or if not If our truthtelling is in any way bitter or resentful

those exact transgressions some other equally evil onesthen our supposed salt is poisonous and needs to have love

Beyond thasome of us continue to struggle with those sime-introduced as the antidote. Otherwise we will only do

as believerswvhich make us doubly hypocritical. The others harm and be complicit in perhaps the greatest sin of
bottom |Iine is that our palltuming peoptk avway from thejranlydhope af safvatianl | i
sind is to do so with fellow Christi ans @ 2009 hyeSkhed Oakléy
admonishment, not ne@hristians in need afalvation. All rights reserved

Of course, any real presentation of the Gospel
includes affirming that there is something profoundly Shea Oakley is a freelance Christian writer from
wrong with human beings, something that God became man Ridgewood, New Jersey.

to redeem us from. This does not mean, however, that we
are free to tell our seculaidnds how personally disgusted

Points to Ponde® The Distinctive and Dynamic Message of the Cross
By David & Stephen Olford

Text: fiFor the message of the crosgaslishness to those The Apostle sets forth in this context thetutictive
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is thecharacter of the Gospel by contrasting the wisdom of God
powerofGod (1 Corinthians 1: Iw&hthewisdom of men (1:1281). The preached message
is powerful, it is saving and it reveals the distinctive
Thought: These words of the Apostle Paul are part of anwisdom of God. Man in his own wisdom does not have the
explanation and defense of the very nature and charactesafing knowledge of Gb Paul goes even further in his
the Christian messagad ministry (1 Cor. 1:13:4). We  argument when he guotes the Old Testament Scriptures to
must remember that Paul is writing to a carnal and dividede mi nd hi s r e a Idwdlldestroy theavisdoi@ o d
church. Part of the problem at Corinth was that the believdrthe wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the
were divided by loyalty to different men rather being unitgaudent 6 Not only does bftheman wi
in Christ and united by the distinctie@d dynamic messag&k nowl edge of God, God Hi msel
of the cross. They were exalting the messengers more thaisdom to nothing.
the message. Paul has just stated (1:17) that the essence of  God has done this by saving people through a
his ministry was t o pmnaac preathbdanessaes of aogueifiedGhrist, foethrotigh uisnan i
with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be wisdom. Despite the scandal and apparent foolishness of
made of noeffectd0 Now he exal ts t buchsa message (&sgiceucified) and sueh a cnettod s
and the preaching of it especially in the light of the opinioghpr eachi ng), t he preached me
of those who do not believe. powerful means of salvation to those who believe. The
message, the method, and all that it powerfully
The Message of the Cr oss acsomgahishesdirsterms obrighteausneds,sanctification, and
Revelation redempt i on) reveal Godbés wisdo
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This wisdom ultimately is wrapped up in Christ and go, but the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the unchanging
Hi msel f, who becomes fievewls$ to npgveenoflGodto salteméd ef owh ot he $ € ¢
As t he A p oButtof Him yaurare in€larist JeBus,believe (Romans 1:16).
who became for us wisdom from Gaghdrighteousness Ultimately, that wisdom and that power of God are
and sanctification and redemptiol:30). God, therefore, i n Chr i st , wto those veho aevcalledpt hi n ¢
is due all the glory, Christ, therefore, is our sufficient Sadly, for those who reject the message of Christ crucified,
Savior, and the message of the cross is the distinctive  who take offense or consider it foolish, thés no other

revelation that brings salvation to believing men. way of salvation. God has revealed His wisdom and power
in the message of a crucified Christ distinctively and
The Messageofie Cr oss i s Godo6s dynamiealyi lrmeed, the rejécaon of thexmessage means no

filt pleased God through the foolishness ofthe s al vati on t o t hosdouswhoarear e
message preached t otothosemdo bemgsaved istheqpowereof Gawk v(elé: 18) . Pr ai
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of Gdthme!
and the wisdom of Gad ( 24).2 1,

The message of tlezoss is not only a revelatiori o Thrust: Christ and Him crucified is the only message that
God, it is a dynamic i nvi briags salvationtorsiofuhmed amtl womier. Beliege it/Go d 6 ¢
pl easure that through a #Preaohlit]lrwvite mnenmmdavaneh te ok saved HysithTdpnank me
and women who believe should experience a powerful God for it!

salvation. Godoés power ful invitation is evident in t}
that the Gospel of a crucified Christ saves fully and David Olford teache expogtory preaching at Union
eternally those who are called, both Jew and Greek. TheU n i v e rStephdn PIfod Center in Memphis, Tennessee
phil osophies and fipower demonstrationso of men will ¢

Couns el orddeEscolagingrhe Counselor
By James Rudy Gray

One of the reasons we Christians are exhorted toMost of us watch too much TV and read too little. He states
not forsake the assembling of ourselves together isto  that the average adult reads only two books a year.
encourage one another. Pastors, counselors, and others who | once read over a hundred books in one year. It
work with people in counseling sitiians week in and weekwas a busyime, but | gleaned so much from that marathon
out meet many challenges. It can, at times, be discouragofgeading. Now, | am in the mode of reading 12 to 15
Who encouragers those who encourage others? We neeldooks a year. This is a number | am working to increase.
someone we can talk to ourselves. It is important that weReading is fundamental, and a person who is-xeeltl will
not only help others but allow others to help us too. have more insight into the true natufdlongs. A professor

Recently Dr. Tim Clinton in an issue @hristian  once called reading the greatest education in the world. Of
Counseling Todagave some encouragement that can becourse, we must never neglect reading and studying the
applied to those who counsel others. His three simple stafyerd of God first and foremost.

include: 3) DevelopaplanCl i nt on writes,
1) Accept responsibility. This is at the heart of ~ now toward a better life. Act and exéewvith discipline
being a Christian, especially a Christizaregiver. He and determination. That is the purpose behind continuing
writes, ASuccessfully disedptanednpeegluier dmandnt s make
excuses; they face adversity and make the necessary mental, As | have worked on my continuing education
emotional, and spiritual eeglijrements overrhe gears) | have taken courses, read

2) Seek wisdoml am convinced that wisdom is  books, listened to instructors, etc. | have grown ldra/e
actually having real insight into thiue nature of things.  learned from that process. | also have noticed something
The Scriptures are full of wisdom. Wisdom was incarnategbout myself: when | sit down and come up with a plan, a
in Jesus Christ. If we lack wisdom, we can ask God who schedule, and some goals, | can accomplish more. It indeed
promises to give it to us liberally. requires discipline, time, and effort, but it is worth it. Most

Clinton states that he believes seeking wisdom of our plansneed to be adjusted but it is much easier to
involves surrounding yourself withodly people who will — adjust a plan if you have a plan!
both encourage and challenge you. It also includes reading. Organizing without oveorganizing our lives is a

key. It is easy to become too structured and scheduled and it
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is just as easy to give up on organization altogether. Godheir goals, get lost in the details, or turn away from really

has ot called us who counsel to always be successful, butalking with God. We can maintain a freshness and

He has called us to always be good stewards of what Hevitarmncy to living and to our counseling work, but we must

given us. work at having balance in life. Accepting responsibility,
Clinton notes that he discovered a new definition e¢eking wisdom, and developing a plan may sound like

tragedy, Afbei ng successf f usimplesteps, but thogessteps basteppidgstoneotd a ma t t

can be efficient whout being effective. We can be alive healthier, holier, and more effective life.

and not really live. We can burn out in our caring role and

get to the point where we stop caring but keep on going James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by

through the motions. It is imperative that we organize our the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a
lives without over organizing so that wan have some member of the American Association of Christian
balance between work, study, recreation, hobbies, family, Counselors. He pastors WiBaptist Church in Seneca,
and rest. S.C.

The biggest tragedy in Godés Church occurs when
Godos people become ineffective because they | ose sic(

Story Behindthe Song i Geor gi a Tomo Makes His Mark
By Lindsay Terry

Songghi Take My Handg Preci ous L omrl®77 Thomas Dorsey told me the following
story, which happesd forty-five years earlier. During the
fiDelightyourself in the Lord; andHe will give youthe time of the interview, although severgight years of age,
desires ofyour heart. Commiyourway to the Lordfrust  he was still the director of The Gospel Choir, one of four
also in Him; and He willdod&t ( Psb). 37: 4 choral groups of the church. He was also President of the
National Conventiomf Gospel Choirs ahChoruses.

In 1899, little notice was taken of a baby boy born He beganfi My wi f e, Nettie, w a
in Villa Rica, Georgia, a small town about forty miles frorfirst child. | was called to St. Louis to sing in a revival. |
Atlanta. He was around the church most of his early lifee wonder ed i f | shoul d go, bec
His fatherwas a devout Baptist preacher and his mother She persuaded me that | should go ahead.
was an organist. She started young Thomas on the piano | asked a friend to go with mé/hen we were a
when he was seven years old. good way out of town, | remembered that | left my music

He becane a Christian at age sixteen, but left the case at home. | knew that | must have my music, so | drove
things of the church a few years later and became an  back to get it. At that point my friend decided that he would
entertainer. He had gotten a job in a club in Atlanta wheraot make the trip with me after all. So I, alone in my Model
he met many of the vaudeville entertainers of that day. H&, drove to St. Louis.
then decided to embark on a career hlias musician and During the first night of the meetings, a lad brought
was for a number of year satblégtai ® che vehe | fia€ gilbon the pdatfoino Iowa® H ¢
very shortly tired of that kind of life and felt constrained ohorrible news. It was a message that my wife had died
the Lord to return to his Christian activities. He then begagiving birth to our son.
to write gospel songs. | rushed to a phone while the people evstill

He carried his blues rhythm inkds gospel music, singing, and found that the message was true. Mr. Gus
which was rejected by many of the church leaders. He lairans drove me back to Chicago that night. When | arrived,
said, Al got thrown out o Ffousddhatehe wanderfuh by lba svds seerhingly fing, e s
days. I felt | ike going bandyet thapnightealsg deed. tburied reylwide aodflittlemu s
he continued to write songs and to train his chélesbuilt  son in the sameasket.
such a following that it was not long before people began to During the next few days, | became very
flood into churches to hear his music. despondent. | was filled with grief. | had thoughts of going

By 1920, his travels had carried himto Chicago back t o the worl dés music or
where he joined the Pilgrim Baptist Church. Because of hyist | knew that God had taken me out of all of that.
rededication to Christ, the Lord allod/dim to become a A few days later Ilwentovertfda d a me Mal on
leader in the field of gospel music. Dorsey wrote about College, a neighborhood music school, to visit with my
three hundred songs and directed choirs for more than fifjpod friend, Professor Frye. We walked around the campus
years, most of that time at the Pilgrim Baptist Church. for awhile, and then went into one of the music rooms.
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| sat down at a piano and began to improvise on @@ in our deepest grief, when we are seemingly far from

keyboard. Suddeyll found myself playing a particular ~ God, He is still close to us. During those times we need His

mel ody that | hadnoét pl ayedgoringpdvefiTak eAMy| Hphay bafPlvele c h ® ¢

say, OBl essed Lord, bl es s tadslatedbimadmor thanlthetylangudgedand idsung in My

wal ked over to me and s ai chgnycduMhies arcundrithe worlg. ou make t hat

precious Lord?6 | tshadytakb e g an Thedordswill mayer leavePus eomfortbess nor will

my hand, | ead me on, hel pHemef st saakedbus. When we despe
When I finished the song, we began to use it befafflictions, we need only to reach out and he wilthere to

it was published. So many people wanted a copy of it thaanswer every need and bring us into the warm glow of His

we put a rush act on the printer and got the song out. Antight.

has been going ever since. | haatten letters from people

all over the world. | have traveled better than half way Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for ntbam 40

around the world myself. It was a great tragedy, but we gggars, and has writtemidely on the background of great

the message to the worl d. ldymnsandworship songs including the bob&suld Sing
Thomas A. Dorsey learned a marvelous lesson thaftYour Loe Forever(2008) andrhe Sacrifice of Praise

day. The Lord healed his spiritdugave him back his song.(2002).

He learned, like many others since that time, that when we

Living Out the Living Word & Things into Which Angels Long to Look
1 Peter 13-12
By Justin Lonas
of His boundl ecmssedismbebarg ki ndr
I'n |l ast monthds seriesagdmoéroduction, we | ooked at
Peterds greeting to per secut &ithibhas act okpassade childpaspes from theri n
unpacking the first two verses of chapter one. This montigiark, warm womb to a bright new world. In the case of
we will 1 ook at the ot her befiegersy Goghanbroeghteisost ofgarkngssintaeHisdight,
introduction in which he retraces the power of God for ftoalivinghope ( al i ve because Chri
salvation with layers upon layers of definition, leading upresurre t i on f r om t he d@npedishablet o
fithereford@ i n verse 13 t hat maanguydetiledt, r amgi ttioo Gofddesmpr ot ec
description to exhortation. familial proces8 the child comes into a family; the family
1 Peter 1:3% is perhaps the best description of thds enlarged by his preserdiceind the words like
wonder of salvati oBlessedhethb@r eheéni t & ec &0 bdherd stringly shawehatt i ¢
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according@gr salvation is a birth into the family of God, with the full
His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a livirgghts and privileges of His children.
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the The gifts of salvation described here all point to the
dead, to obtain an inhdgnce which is imperishableand f ut ur évinglopexr ifis fi xed on t he
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for Chris® a preseneffect of future reality. Our inheritance
you, who are protected by the power of God through faitfiwill not fade awag a nréserve® @i or u@iti n I
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last tinde is not given to us at the point of salvation but kept for us.
Peter here continues His theme, proclaiming loudgu r pr ot e ct i o neadyso bé revealedin thea | \
andclearly that God, thre@m-one, is the author and finishefast tim&d God does not takas out of the world but
of o u raccbrdirigtolis gréat mercyd T h e Gleages us here for a purpose. Peter is reminding believers
word her e b edeognkaniigwempasgianort Bat Godos promises are true
active pity; it carries the connotation of sparing one from they are not fully realized in the present.
something. The mercy @od is one of his defining The next sentence (verse9)shows us why Peter,
attributes, seen throughout the Old and New Testamentsunder the influencefahe Spirit, describes salvation in this
This characteristic is described in Hebrew by the word way. He tells his readers that this is something in which
chéséd, which is a broader term that covers a broad t hey glealpréjadc®fi even though t hi
spectrum of Goddos infinitpepr g®eudhnhdisgesdedby wgousdriatsli As pkiope u
translatedn some versions (notably the NASB) as in the last article, the believers to whétater was writing
il ovingkindnesso (a wor d wesetbeingpdrsgcutedrbetaetRentan siaje, theydwe, and
Coverdale in 1535 to try to capture a fuller meaning of thpossibly also their friends, family, and neighldtsey did
Hebrew term). In essence, Peter tells us that God, actingetithave it easy and may have been often tempted to doubt



Pagell
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 2, 1/25/2010f Printer-Friendly Version

the truth of salvation, the goodness of God, and Hispromise The Chri sti ans who recei"
of protection. They desperately needed reassurance of tls&®ply stumble into the good news of salvation preserved in

things for encouragement and joy. prophecy the message had to be delivered. Peter says that
Peter goes one step further, telling them that thed@hese things which now have hesnnounced to yau
t r i al secessarfGeeekiei, implying that this is camefithrough those who preached the Gospel to you by

something that had to hap@ene. it was a part of Gads the Holy Spirit sent fromheaverd The message

plan for them)so that the proof of your faith, being more Gospel was revealed in the coming of Christ, and the Holy

precious than gold which is perishable, even though test&pirit empowered the apostles to tell it to the world. For the

by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and  Gospelto spread, it must be preached (as Paul states in

honor at the revelation of Jesus Choist ( v.. 7)) . Rém. 1Q:1d15) s t hem

that their pesecution is refining their faith (which is It is important to note that though (as Peter has

eternal) like gold (which is temporal) is refined by fire. In repeatedly shown in these verses) God alone is at work in

persevering to the end, they honor God, who praises andur salvation, He relies on the faithful proclamation of the

glorifies the faithful in the last day for the sake of His glorgospel to bring His¢ruth to those in whom He works to

which they proclaimed in thiace of persecution. bring to Himself. This truth
These persecuted Christians were apparently verthat we are left in the world for a time after our salvation

strong in their faith (even if tempted to despair by their (by implication, in order to preach the Gospel), and it sets

circumstances), as Peter says that they love Christ despitg@ the theme of our responsibilitylight of our salvation

the fact that they havenothatcaeriesthrokyh tirg restoftite bdokh at t hey t 1

Him (as their living hope) even though they did not have Peter closes the final sentence of his introduction

Hi s physical p r e s greatly eejoiceH e with anyirgerjectéd aummanhoé gveryihing he has

with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtainingasthe pr evi ousl y descr i bhangsin®toch t

outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls ( v-v . anglb long to loak 6 pubkziesus, because we know that

9). Their f aritasave, pratectGandl pbeserv@ngels are in the presence of God, and we tend to assume
them fills them with a joy that trumps all hardshipsand t hat t hey are fAin on somet hi
worldly cares. reach heaven. Peter seems to be saying that the angels, who

This faith that God has given them (c.f. Eph. 2:8) have not known separation from God, canndyfgiasp the
that results in salvation is not new, but has been part of beauty of redemption and reconciliation and are fascinated

Goddbés plan all dhle Old Testamerg,t by teéeaehocesdi ng wor k of G
telling them t hat t hhegrace o fodusehers is mohacstatement bf angelotogy bt a final
that would cometoyoud t hat i s, Go d opsoclamatiortof thefwonder af kalvation for the edification

peoples (such as that described in Isaiah 49:6, and referadchis readers.

to in Matt. 13:17, Acts 13:47, and Heb. 11:13), longed and Throughout these 10 verses, Peter reminds us of the

diligently searched for the revelation of that salvation = sheer wonder of what we have been given by God. Our
These prophet sseekiRgtd keaw ssaalywsat iwemrmr,e hHe says, fl ows oL

what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was eternal; it is undefiled; it is proved under fire; it is a cause

indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and thef infinite joy; it is ancient; it was brought by preaching

gloriesto follovd (v . thibygh HisGepint,,moved (under the influence of the Holy Spirit); it is something God

faithful men of old (2 Pet. 1:21) to prophesy of the mystegives to us especially that not even His angels are partakers

of salvatio® they told of the coming Messiah would be of.

both a Asuffering servant o b Thisgi&t bf imneasunable worthiistnoh pomething to S

the world. What they knew in part, believers now saa in be lightly regarded or kept sedetve are to treasure it in

full, as we are the fruits of this salvation. Peter reminds hir hearts and proclaim it, impart it to others, and make

readers that their faith dsiplds.dhbisiswha weuere choséhdy@od (vaptb a n ¢

revealed in His Word; it is ancient and unshakable. do. | f we arenot stirred to
Furthermore, Peter says in verse 12 that these do not put the same value on our salvation asdheAdi we

faithful prophets knew that tlgavrote about things that  will see next month, the joy of our salvation is both the

they would never slewasrevealed maivation an@thetcdl ffoyan active, pasverful fiaith.

to them that they were not serving themselves, but gou

The great prophets of old were, in a setfse servants of Justin Lonas is the editor Diisciple Magazine.

those who believe in Christ, and we are privilegede the

recipients of what God worked through them.
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Church Buildersd A Continent Was His Parish: W. H. Griffith Thomas
By Bernard R. DeRemer

W. H. (William Henry) Grifith Thomas (1861 ifWe cannot make up for f
1924)urgedgung preachers to ATHifrek byouredelufbl da mmt ye,ner gy ir
read yourself full, write yourself clear, pray yourself kikennever rises above its level, so what we do never rises above
then enter the pul pitrankkndwheaet weuaseéWwegoeshal Thhseveéirt
evangelical scholar and preacher did not attempt to be beyond our own sgtual attainment...we shall only take
sensational, only biblical. them as far as we oursel ves

Thomas wasorn in England. After the early death Throughout his career, Thomas was a prolific
of his father and resulting family financial pressures, he veashor. Theologian and writer Warren Wiersbe urged
able to obtain his educatbehi enéysfiwothatteegeentest
di fficulty and sacrifice. &s plec wal tcgmn@ritanes tngGernesisiard! e 6 s «
then devoted himself to serious studynr10:30 pm.to Romans. 0 Thomas wrote 26 boc
2:30 a.m. In 1885, he received a Bachelor of Divinity frormcluding (but not limited tofhe Apostle JohrChristianity
Kingds Coll ege in London, is@hng The ldoty Spmridof @ogHow \We Gotr CaurtBible o f
Divinity from Christ Church, Oxford in 1895. Let Us Go Or{a commentary on Hebrewd)he Prayersf

He was ordained an Anglican minister and becang&. Pau) andThe Work of Ministrylater reprinted as
curate of St . XAfl drad ,e 6veh eCrhaMiniftdhial LifenandONork
preached often, led the Sunday school, managed various Later in life, he befriended Lewis Sperry Chafer,
parish organizati ons, andandhatwogalonhghwihr AoBi Wihchgsterbpursued their s i t
By all accounts he was both a loving and vlikkkd pastor. vision of a sound, Bibkeaching school and founded

Later, he accepted a chkdngelichTheolSdgical Cdlemei(hods salled Ballasc h i n
Portman Squa, London. Under his leadership, the churciheological Seminary) in Texas in 1924. Thomas was to
conducted six prayer meetings weeklyandhadmany have become the school 6s fir

community organizations. passed away before the first classes began.
By 1905, he foll owed t he R.ArTdrig thd gecat devivalisttard first
education, and was named principal of Wycliffe Hall, superintendarnof Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, paid

Oxford, the center of ministerial traimg for evangelical tribute to Thomas for his A\
Anglicans. There he was apréfqurad sruthomth a cleagnass dne simplicity todvhidh verye |
more than 80 students. o0 Heewoaduaitedoa popul ar weekl

Greek New Testament reading on Sunday afternoons; Dr. James M. Gray, another MBI president, recalled

among those who attended was a young T.E. Lawrence that Thomas was an earneshtamder for the faith who

(better known as Lawreemf Arabia). Afhad a great advantageéin hi
During this time, he also began to minister at the early experience as an evangelical leader in the Anglican

British Keswick conventioohandhodher dAvictorious 1|ivi

activities. Thomas was a rare blend of spirituality and

In 1910, he and his family crossed the Atlantic, sc hol ar shi ptteachemu®. ipastor
moving to Toronto, where he joined the faculty of Wycliffe
College. Duing his time teaching Old Testament literature Bernard R. DeRemer chrioted the lives of dozens of

and exegesis, he became widely respected among heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for

evangelicals across North America. Pulpit HelpsMagazine. He continues to serve in this
In 1919, he moved to Philadelphia, where he capacity as a volunteer contributorsciple.He lives in

carried on an extensive writing and conference ministry. West Liberty, Ohio.

Travels took him to Chind&ngland, and all over thénited

States, where he lectured in leading Bible schools and ReferencelListening to the Gianidby Warren W. Wiersbe.
seminaries, becoming quite a popular speaker. In these Excerpts used by permission.

years, he became increasingly a voice for the fundamentals

of the faith in the face of encroachingpdernism.
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Christ Is the Teacher and the Lesson
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

fiThen beginning with Moses and with all the pearls from this heavenly sea. When Jesus Himself sought
prophets, He explained to them the things concerning to enrich others, Herought in the quarry of Holy
Himself in all the Scripturés ( Luk e 24 : 2 7 ) Scripture. The favored pair was led to consider the best of
The two disciples on the road to Emmaus had a subjects, for Jesus spoke of Jesus, and expounded the things
most profitable journey. Their companion and tesehas concerning Himself.
the best of tutors; the interpreter one in whom is hid all the Here the diamond cut the diamond, and what could
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The Lord Jesus  be more admirable? The Master of tHouse unlocked His
condescended to become a preacher of the Gospel, andd#en doors, conducted the guests to His table, and placed
was not ashamed to exercise His calling before an audieRHig own dainties upon it. He who hid the treasure in the
of two persons, neitr does He now refuse to become thefield Himself guided the searchers to it. Our Lord would

teacher of even one. naturally discourse upon the sweetest of topics, and He
Let us court the company of so excellent an could find none sweeter than His own person and work:

Instructor, for till He is made unto us wisdom we shall  with an eye to these we should always search the Word.

never be wise unto salvation. This unrivalled tutor used as O for grace to study the Bible with Jesus as both

His classbook the best of books. Albligh able to reveal our teacher and our lesson!
fresh truth, He preferred to expound the old. He knew by

His omniscience what was the most instructive way of FromMorning and Evening

teaching, and by turning at once to Moses and the prophets,

He showed us that the surest road to wisdom is not Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1888 92 ) , it he

speculation, r@soning, or reading human books, but Preachers, 0o was a renowned

meditation upon the Word of God. as pastor of Londonébés Metrorg
The readiest way to be spiritually rich in heavenly His works are still widely read today

knowledge is to dig in this mine of diamonds, to gather

Book Review

The Trellis and the Vine: The Ministry MineShift that programs, buildings, and mer
Changes EverythingColin Marshall and Tony Payne, to which we are actually called suffers. They remind
2009, Matthias Media, Kingsford, Australia, ISBN readers that Christ is the one at work in growing the vine,
9781921441639, 183 pages, $21¢ardcover. and that expanding the trellis follows growth of the vine
rather than driving it. They call church leaders to take stock

Books on pastoral leadership, organization, and of where their congregions are spending time and
church growth proliferate with astonishing rapidity these resources and refocus on the Word and helping people be
days, and few have a truly meaningful impact on ministryshaped into Christlikeness through discipleship.
Fewer still derive their ideas from Scripture and build a After building a solid, scriptural foundation, the
ministry model on faithful exposiin ratherthan cultural aut hor s outl i ne t hes hpirfatcd itche
trends, personal experience, or rehashing of conventionaddvocateThey propose that churches pursue a philosophy
wisdom. of training that steers everything they are involved in

Colin Marshall and Tony Payne, two Australian toward the growth of the vine. This training encompasses
Christian leaders, have broken that mold with their pulpit ministry (which is the training of the whole
insightful, Gospekentric book,The Trellis and the Vine  congregation in the Word), but extends tibhifal
Thetl e fl ows from t he book @sortatiemof chuach mambdrsasqealore to grow dedpére v
(i.e. the work of the Gospel through preaching and in relationship with Christ and fulfill their calling.
discipleship) supported by the trellis (i.e. the administrative Obviously, the commitment to individual
and support structures that facilitate the key functions of thecipleship is a responsibility that a single pastor (or even a
Body of Christ). Both g crucial to the mission of the pastoral team) cannot fulfill.a'that end, Marshall and
Church, but the trellis only exists to support the vine. Payne recommend ministry apprenticeship by which

Marshall and Payne argue that the Western Churofembers of the congregation who are strong in their faith
is often so preoccupi ed wbettrdineditdo watk With segkeresand riewer belrevets angl tof «
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extend pastoral care to the whole body. They encourage If you are stuck wondering why your church is

leaders nbto hoard talent, but to be constantly training  struggling and your ministry is stagnating, read this book. If

individuals and be thankful, rather than discouraged, whegtur church is flourishing, growing by leaps and bounds,

some are called to move to other churches or to the missaoidl blessing its members andrsunding community in

fieldo this replication and movement of disciples is exacthstonishing ways, read this book. It presents a truly a one

how the early Church spreatl over the known world in  sizefits-all model for ministry because it presents a clearly

just a few decades. biblical picture of what church ministry should be. The last
Throughout the book, the authors attempt to groutinihg the Church needs is someone else tellirfgpusto

all their recommendations in Scripture. They draw heavilji d o ¢ h u The firells and thelVineghtly tells us

on the ministry of Christ (and His focus on training a fewwhoweareas t he Church, and | et

core followers in the midst of His publiministry) and pointGod é6s cal | on the |ives of

out that even a strong personality like the Apostle Paul

relied heavily on a vast network of-taborers to do the  Justin Lonas

work of the Gospel. Their ideas are sound, and their passion

for drawing churches back to the biblical model of God Target: Pastors and Leaders

certered, Goeddriven spiritual growth oozes from every  Type: Ministry/Discipleship/Organization

page. Take: Must Read

News Updaté 1/25/10

Ministries Confront Mounting Despair in Haiti abditionist movement as the models for the new wave of
Baptist Presseports that ministry and relief groupgro-life activism.

working in Haiti are facing an increasingly dire situation AiWhen youdre discussing

foll owing Januaryds 7.0 mdogmtodbdrassdacks withppotharutak,e.and youbd
AfThere is a desper at i odihatdeore debaenmibahwgys domes dowrato the baby is
that they are not goi ng t thewomkkienotiadmart persoa begahse of bithes agé, s a i
Wilbanks of the Florida Baptist Convention after arriving tlependency level or location. These criteria have been used
PortauPr i nce on Jan. 17 . i Notojostifeslavers and all kihds of Bumaneights aboses d e
building for fear thewvon&@ come out of it alive the next  through the last couple of thousand years. If you look back
morning, 0 he said. historically, it is the same movement and piagallels are
Sout her nresBoage toithe Hadti @arthqegaku ndeni abl e. 0
will be a longterm commitment, much like the response to Prolife leaders need to shift their focus to present
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, according to Baptist leaders. their position as one of a defense of human rights. With
AKatrina was i n 2@déstilland preaubro ryteiaaons ddavtcecrat e s, this i
involved, 06 said Bruce Poss, tWaé kMor slayAme fiivoan cMins siec
Boardsnationd di saster relief ciotheidi na¢adds. "MThdos aibéabei
longt erm commi t ment to the ¢debhpte of f Hai th . Domet hi ng tF
Religion Today SummariesCommunicating the prbife message in terms of
personhood, she said, gives the-jii®movement a huge
New Generation of PraLifers See Their Role asa tactical advantage, one that createsesmtal detour around
Continuation of Human Rights Struggle many peoplebs stereotypes ar
Twentythree yeawold Katie Walker is part of the has launched a seriesfofp er sonh oo theighni t i a
new generation of young piife activists whoseesher st ates with Adozens mad ed e
work as part of the great continuity of centuries of humami t al ki ng t eo-ppreon, phargingheartssaodn
rights development in the western world. minds one at a time. o
As the fulktime public relations director for LifeSiteNews
American Life League (ALL), Katie says that one of the
Aimost strikingo aspects o ChuhesNotwet EjoyingEcohomie ReBaanmds o n h 0 0 «
Movement, a major focus of ALL, and one that is reframing The Christian Posteports that almost twthirds of
the issue for the public. Protestant churches experienced flat or declined giving
Human right s, s he s ai dhefom tise halidegs thisgelarr e ct i on of t he
Il i f e move me nWiliama Withdrfercerthea me d filtés not surprising that church@sand their
heroes of the Civil Rights movement and the heroes of tlggvingd are more impacted by unemployment than, for


http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/131christians/activists/wilberforce.html
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/dec/09120101.html
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example, the stock mar ket or GDP, 0 said Ed Stetzer,
director of LifeWay ReseaMiitdntHinduAgnstoClerisip! oy ment goes
giving tends to suffer since many churchgoers give The leader of a militant Hindu extremist group in
proport onal | y. o Nepal, jailed for bombing a church in 2008, has repented
The figures from November 2009 compare to thebecause of the grace Christians in prison have shown him.
same period in 2008. At the same time, more than 70 Ram Prasatainali, 37#yearold head of the Nepal
percent of pastors said that more people outside their Defense Army, was jailed in September for bombing a
congregations have asked for financial assistance, and 4éhurch in Kathmandu, the Compass Direct news service
percent of churches have increatieelr budgeted amount reported. A teenager and a new bride were killed and more
to help needy families. LifeWay Research interviewed than a dozen other people were injured.
1,002 Protestant pastors for the survey. Mainali begarattending a Christian fellowship in
Religion Today SummariedNakkhu Jail after he was transferred there in August. About
a third of theprisorts 450 inmates attend services at the
California Gay f#AMarr i age 0priBoachurchoHe said @anbegam reading the Bible after
National Public Radio reports th@aliforniads ban experiencing the graciousness ofspn Christians.
ongay fAmarriageo came under feAkethbugbrutbombed Mbeda

in the first federal trial to determine if the ban is meet me every day, 0 Mainali
unconstitutional. rightwing Hindu has come to
Californiads Proposition 8 received a majority vote The Nepal Defense Army is now inactive, Mainali

in a November 2008 referendum, reversing the state said, but is believed to also be respblesfor the murder of

supremecourts original decision. Theasds plaintiffs have a Catholic priest, John Prakash Moyalan, in June 2008.

the backing of many who funded opposition to Propositio®@nly one half of one percent biepats 30 million people

8. are Christians, while more than 80 percent are Hindu.
fiwhaits at stake in this case is not only the Baptist Press

definition of marriage in California but the potential that

Americans will be foced to forfeit the core of our

democracy by allowing a small group of wealthy activistsNiee w Jer sey Senate Kills Gay
impose their will on a staleor an entire natiah through The New Jersey state senate on January 7 voted
the courts, o Austin R. Nidowkhksa measorel egal eghBluinzel ¢
Alliance Defense Fund, tolthe Christian Post margin, putting an end to a lasinute campaign to win

Religion Today Summariesapproval before the departure of Democrat Gov. Jon
Corzine,asame e x fAmarri ageodo advoca
Sudan Archbishop Calls for Action to Stop New Conflict Prior o the vote, lawmakers went back and forth
Christian Todayreports that the Athbishop of with final speeches advocating for and against S1967, the
Sudan joined protesters Saturday in the United Kingdomfiocrr e edom of Rel i gi on and Eql
plead for intervention in Sudan. The Most Rev. Daniel ~ Several lawmakers, including Richard Codey, sought to win
Deng joined 10 aid agencies, including World Vision,  over support by putting the new definit of marriage on a

Tearfund and Oxfam, all calling attentionSadars par with the civil rights movement, which critics said is

deteriorating potical scene. both unfounded and disrespectful to those who gave their
Sudaris Comprehensive Peace Agreement, whichall to overcome racial oppression.

officially ended thecountryés genocide and civil war, Opponents of the bill questioned why supporters of

seemed on the verge of collapse in 2009 and must give weeybill refused to allow New Jaxg citizens to tackle the

to national elections in 2010. About 2,500 people were contentious question in a referendum vdteall the states

killed last year, many of them women and children, and that have allowed voters to decide the marriage question, all

another 350,000 were displaced by ongoing violence. have kept intact the definition of marriage between a man

il t yetdoo late to avert disaster, but the nextand a woman.

12 months are a crossroadsAdricaésl ar ge st ¢ o u n tNewdJdergey Governor Jon Corzine,ontad

said Maya Mailer, Policy Advisor for Oxfam. Deng and thgromised to sign the legislation, will be replaced by

Archbishop of Canterbury Dr. Rowan Williams met Republican Governeglect Chris Christie on January 19.

yesterday with Prime Minister Gordondvn on the issue. Christie has vowed to veto sathee X A mar r i age 0
Religion Today Summaries LifeSiteNews


http://www.crosswalkmail.com/frygsrdngqgwdynfwbzlcwtcdrwyhzzyqjdcssfdbhsjhny_vprkmjffvhkm.html
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Sermon Help® from www.sermonhall.com

Sermon Outline D. Use every legal, peaceful means at your disposal
to bring about the end of this holocaust.

Abortion: Americaé Holocaust E.Dond6t be afraid to use
influence to encourage others to be-fifie

Intro.: We look with horror at the pictures of the Jews who F. What if you have already experienced an

were sacrificedy Hitler to try to create a superrace.Weabor ti on? Ask for and accept
even have a museum in WashingtbnC. dedicated to to fight for other unborn children in the ways previously
those who died. The holocaust which has taken place in described.

America since abortion was legalized in 1973 makes Pulpit HelpsStaff
Hitlerdos plan pale by veomparison. Since 1973 there h¢
been more than 36 million abortions. lllustration
.LAbortion |Is Wrong Because It Violates Godébés I nstruct
(Gen. 1:28; 9:1). The Searity of Being Adopted
A. God told Adam and Eve to be fruitful and The single red rose placed at the front of the church
multiply, and fill the earth. was there to honor the newest member of the church family.
B. God told Noah and his family to be fruitful and A little boy had been born, and he would be reared by
multiply and fill the earth. parents in a loving Christian home.

C.Satan doesndét want huma nButthis littleaboyfwadbrfunate In everontbii svays,
instructions. The human race is systematically destroyindgor he had almost been aborted. The nine months in his

itself. mot her 6s womb were spent in
ILAbortion I s Wrong Bec ausa®nceéiviedin/sinard ais neother Gic nbtdvant tdo care tpre
(Gen 1:279:6). him. Her options ranged from abortion to adoption.

A. Adam and Eve were created in the image of Thankfully, she chose to give the gift of life to her son.
God. Though through sin the image was marred, there is While she was waiting to deliver, adoptive parents
still worth in every human being. were sought out and secured. These willing parents wanted

B. God gave Noah instructions not to trade bloodthis little boy to become their own. He would be given their
for blood because God made man in His image (Gen 9:6hame. He would become their heir. Weuld become a
C. Murder is an attempt to kill or destroy the imagkegal member of their fami§/ and would not be given

of God. away to anyone else ever again.
D. Abortion is murder, the murder of unborn Our heavenly Father did the same thing for us. He
children, human beings. has given each Christian believer His name. We have

lll. Abortion Is Wrong Because It Attempts to Violate become joint heirs with Jesus. We are in the family of
Godbés Soverei-tehty ( Ps. 1 3 @add ahdHe will never give us away again.

A. God formed us and planned our livesdoe we Have you been adopteqto His family (See Gal.
were born (Jer. 1:5; Luke 1:41). 4:1-7)?

B. God alone has the right to determine when Leadership Ministrie§Vorldwide
someone dies. God is the giver of life to all things (Acts
17:25). Bulletin Inserts

C. God knows the potential that has been lost to us
because Of abortion. Various Inserts

D. What so many today faiib recognize isthat  The difference betwediutyd andiloved s that the first
these abortions are not just statistics, these are people. represents Sinai and the second represents Ca]vary_

People who had a future, and gifts and talents to enhance Bernard of Clairvaux
this world.
Conc: What Can We Do? Ités hard to understand how a cemetery raised its burial cost

A.Dondét be apathetic, daadbRrhed#dn¥he cost ¢ living.
B. Pray that God will rid our land of this scourge.

~ C.Place those in leadership who might help abolighe nice thing about flattery is that ydand need to
abortion. believe it to enjoy it.
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Gossip is like a balloon, it grows bigger with every puff. The only things that are improved by breaking are the
hearts of sinners.
One of the best things to have up your sleeve is a funny

bone. The bud of a good desire, the blossom of a good resolution,
and the fruit of a good action all come from God.
God can accomplish surprising results with imperfect but These two vidBanner of Truth

yielded people.

The law of mutation belongs to a fallen world, but God is
Hope for the best, @ect the worst and enjoy the in immutable, and in Him men of faith find eternal
between. permaneoe.

A. W. Tozer
Utopia is the good old days plus all modern conveniences.

These seven via th@ld Union Reminder RemovefiGodd from figood and you end up witB.
Croft M. Pentz

Puzzl es and 6Toons

Church 6Toons
By JoeMcKeever

YWHO KNEW WHEN GOD CALLED LS INTO ® 'RE PROBABL
THE MINISTRY HE WOULD SEND USTO A \J«%%be%mc Bv‘:&wvr
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PASTOR DWIGHT KNEW THERE WAS A
PLACE FOR HUMOR IN HI$ MINISTRY.
HE HADN'T FOUND IT YET, BUT HE
KEPT SEARCHING.

[\

SUFFERING FOR THE LORD
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Hidden Wisdom
By Mark Oshman



