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Amusing Ourselves to Death 
By John Stonestreet 

 
ñAnd this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 

more in real knowledge and discernment, so that you may 

approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere 

and blameless until the day of Christò (Phil. 1:9-10). 

 

How Postman Saw It 

Neil Postman (1931-2003) was an educator and 

cultural critic who saw things more clearly than most. In the 

introduction of his highly acclaimed and criticized book 

Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age 

of Show Business, Postman demonstrated that he had his 

finger on the pulse of our culture in a way most others did 

not. This comparison between the pessimistic visions of 

George Orwell and Aldous Huxley is worth quoting at 

length:  

ñWe were keeping our eye on 1984. When 

the year came and the prophecy didnôt, thoughtful 

Americans sang softly in praise of 

themselvesé.Wherever else the terror had 

happened, we, at least, had not been visited by 

Orwellian nightmares.  

ñBut we had forgotten that alongside 

Orwellôs dark vision, there was anotherðslightly 

older, slightly less well known, equally chilling: 

Aldous Huxleyôs Brave New World. Contrary to 

common belief even among the educated, Huxley 

and Orwell did not prophesy the same thing. Orwell 

warns that we will be overcome by an externally 

imposed oppression. But in Huxleyôs vision, no Big 

Brother is required to deprive people of their 

autonomy, maturity and history. As he saw it, 

people will come to love their oppression, to adore 

the technologies that undo their capacities to think.  

ñWhat Orwell feared were those who 

would ban books. What Huxley feared was that 

there would be no reason to ban a book, for there 

would be no one who wanted to read one. Orwell 

feared those who would deprive us of information. 

Huxley feared those who would give us so much 

that we would be reduced to passivity and egoism. 

Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed 

from us. Huxley feared the truth would be drowned 

in a sea of irrelevance. Orwell feared we would 

become a captive culture. Huxley feared we would 

become a trivial culture, preoccupied with some 

equivalent of the feelies, the orgy porgy, and the 

centrifugal bumblepuppy.  

ñAs Huxley remarked in Brave New World 

Revisited, the civil libertarians and rationalists who 

are ever on the alert to oppose tyranny ófailed to 

take into account manôs almost infinite appetite for 

distractions.ô In 1984, Huxley added, people are 

controlled by inflicting pain. In Brave New World, 

they are controlled by inflicting pleasure. In short, 

Orwell feared that what we hate will ruin us. 

Huxley feared that what we love will ruin us.  

ñThis book is about the possibility that 

Huxley, not Orwell, was right.ò 

 

The Distraction Factor 

While the Church has been pre-occupied with either 

counting sex scenes and curse words in music and movies 

or attempting incessantly to be ñrelevant,ò we have missed 

a more important influence of entertainment: its capacity to 

distract us. Ours is a culture whose main expression of 

sinfulness is silliness. We fail to actually live and engage in 

the real, and often messy, business of human relationships, 

institutions, and predicament. As Postman suggested, we 

are amused to death. 

Letôs be clear: the problem isnôt movies or music. 

The problem is the death of art and creativity on the altar of 

perpetual amusement. Rather than art serving its God-

ordained purpose of clarifying life, it is reduced to being a 

narcotic-like replacement for life whose purpose for 

existence is only to serve our passions. When this sort of 

entertainment becomes a defining component of a culture, 

then depth is replaced with sensation, excellence with 

popularity, dialogue with embodied axe-grinding, and 

reflection with distraction. In other words, we become silly. 
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One need only look at current political dialogue and 

our fascination with celebrity to see Postmanôs analysis in 

action. 

 

Shall We Be Distracted, Too? 

If Postman is correct then certain of the dominant 

ñChristianò strategies will not do. The most common 

strategy is that of substitution, which consists of offering 

ñChristianò versions of popular entertainment as 

replacements. If pop divas are popular, weôll discover a 

ñChristianò one. If hip-hop is popular, weôll offer 

ñChristianò hip-hop. Because our version wonôt swear and 

will mention Jesus several times, weôll call it Christian. No 

thought will be given as to artistic quality, lyrical accuracy, 

or potential impact on the culture. 

There are several problems with this strategy. First, 

there is no such thing as ñsanctifiedò distraction. We are to 

have hearts and minds that are active and engaged about life 

and the world. Christian entertainment can be as distracting 

as what we are trying to replace, especially for those 

addicted to the feeling of being ñentertained.ò 

Second, if entertainment makes us silly, then 

Christian entertainment makes us silly Christians. If the 

pastor doesnôt entertain us, we conclude he has nothing 

worthy of our attention no matter his content. The ñpraiseò 

songs need not be theologically sound or musically 

excellent, as long as they make us feel like we are 

worshipping (whatever that means). Speakers with nothing 

of depth to say and writers with nothing of depth to write 

are made megastar leaders despite the drivel they offer. Our 

addiction to entertainment has neutered our minds and 

trivialized our hearts. 

Finally, sanitized entertainment isnôt Christian. One 

of the greatest strengths of the Christian worldview is its 

capacity to accurately reflect the real world of human 

predicament. Crucial to the Christian portrayal of life and 

the world is the fracture created by the fall. Sometimes, the 

Christian story suggests, the well-intentioned word is 

misinterpreted, the well-intended action is harmful, and the 

well-intentioned person is not well-intentioned. We fumble, 

we fail, we wound, and we receive the blunt-force trauma 

from the fumbles, failings, and wounding of others. 

If art is to communicate reality, then naked, chubby 

angels wonôt do. In this world of post-fall actors and 

actresses, artists who wish to communicate redemption 

cannot avoid evil. They will need to portray darkness as 

well as light, brokenness as well as wholeness, and death as 

well as life. Weôll need to offer the world more than naµve 

optimism. Weôll need to offer hope. The Christian story is 

neither ñthe positive alternative,ò nor is it ñsafe for the 

whole family.ò  Have you ever read Judges or 1 

Corinthians?  

 

A Way Forward 

What does a distracted world need? In short, it 

needs ñears to hearò and ñeyes to see.ò  This is the unique 

potential of truly Christian art. In the tradition of G. F. 

Handelôs summary of redemption in the Messiah or J. R. R. 

Tolkeinôs portrayal of the dangers of power in The Lord of 

the Rings, or Flannery OôConnorôs disrobing of the human 

heart in A Good Man is Hard to Find, the Christian artist 

when operating from a Biblical worldview has the unique 

capacity to paraphrase reality for a distracted world. 

However, the responsibility lies not only on the 

shoulders of the producers of art, but also on the consumers. 

Far too often, those of us who receive the artistic talents of 

others are, to borrow a phrase from C.S. Lewis, ñfar too 

easily pleased.ò We will need to become better at watching, 

listening, reading, and perhaps avoiding what passes as art. 

Mindless reception has no place in Christian life and 

worship. 

Christians talk often of revival. We wish for 

revived witnessing, praying, devotion, and piety. We ought 

also to wish for revived imagination that we may love God 

and others better, approving what is excellent. 

 

John Stonestreet is executive director of Summit Ministries 

in Manitou Springs, Colorado. www.summit.org 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically SpeakingðThe Hidden Treasure, the Pearl, and the Dragnet  

(Matthew 13:44ï53) 

By Spiros Zodhiates 

 

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, AMG 

Publishers, 2006. 

 

Jesus called His first four teachings in this chapter 

ñparablesò, while the rest are included in this category in a 

summary statement in verse 53. A parable is a simile, a 

comparative using the word ñlikeò or ñasò (homoía [3664], 

similar, like). In His parables, Jesus made good use of 

ordinary physical objects to explain unseen or intangible 

spiritual realities. 

[44] The kingdom of heaven, He said here, is 

comparable to a ñtreasure (thǛsaurós [2344], something 

precious) hid (kekrumménǾ, the perfect passive participle of 

krúptǾ [2928], to hide) in a field.ò This is the same basic 

verb used in Matthew 11:25 and 13:35. In Luke 17:20, 21, 

Jesus said that His present kingdom rules invisibly in the 

http://www.summit.org/
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hearts of believers and is therefore hidden (kekrumménǾ) 

from physical eyes, though its impact in the world is 

apparent. 

The person who found the treasure of the kingdom 

of heaven realizes its inestimable value and that material 

things are worthless by comparison. Although this treasure 

is hidden in a field, it can be found by all who seek it. 

Finding the treasure creates a ñjoyò (chará [5479]) 

so great that a person is willing to exchange everything for 

it. While this parable does not teach that the kingdom of 

heaven can be bought, it does teach that salvation is worth 

more than all we possess, that our salvation should not be 

taken lightly, and that it is worth parting with worldly 

things we hold dear to fully enjoy our new wealth. A person 

who does not joyfully give of his material possessions to 

enable others to find the treasure of the kingdom of heaven 

is not a true possessor of that treasure. He does not freely 

possess his possessions; they, rather, possess and enslave 

him. A reluctant, sorrowful giver is a hypocrite. 

[45] The parable of the pearl is similar, except that 

the man seeking good pearls is a ñmerchantò (émporos 

[1713], a tradesman who travels from place to place looking 

for bargains and opportunities to buy and sell). This 

infrequently used New Testament word is found only here 

and in Revelation 18. 

[46] In all his searchings and dealings, the 

merchant, we are told, finds only ñone pearl of great price 

(polútimon [4186] from polús [4183], very great; and timǛ 

[5092], honor, special attributed value.ò Like the treasure 

hidden in the field, the pearl, representing our salvation, is 

so precious that the prospective owner sells all he has to 

own it. There are no half commitments or cheap 

transactions here. When the pearl is owned, everything else 

drops in value. 

The concurrent action of the aorist active 

participles, heurǾn (ñhaving foundò [from heur²skǾ 

{ 2147} ]), and apelthǾn (ñhaving gone awayò [from 

apérchomai { 565} ]), shows that the merchant, immediately 

on finding the pearl, sold his possessions to buy it. The lack 

of an extended period of consideration reveals the depth of 

spiritual hunger and the full recognition of incomparable 

value in this soul. 

The merchant, now, ñhas soldò (pépraken, the 

perfect tense of pipr§skǾ [4097], to sell) everything he had 

to buy the pearl. The root of this verb, peráo, means to 

transport to a distant land, implying that he apparently went 

as far and wide as necessary to accomplish this task. 

There are two interesting points of comparison 

between the ñmanò who finds the treasure and the 

ñmerchantò who finds the pearl. First, the verb ñsellò (pǾle² 

[4453]; v. 44) in the first parable tells us that the man 

engages in local, as opposed to distant, selling. Secondly, 

the same man finds his treasureðit appears, accidentally, 

while the merchant is actively ñseeking fine pearls.ò From 

these points, we learn that two types of people respond to 

the Word: those with no prior spiritual interest who have 

new desires created in their hearts on first hearing the 

gospel, and those like the merchant who have been ñseeking 

pearlsò perhaps all their lives. 

[47] Now we come to our last parable. In this verse 

we have the only occurrence of the noun ñnetò (sagǛnǛ 

[4522], a dragnet, seine) in the entire New Testament. This 

was a long sweep net, the ends of which were spread out by 

boats to cover a large portion of open sea, then drawn 

together and taken to shore with the netted fish. Ensuring a 

good catch required several people doing various tasks; no 

one person could handle the entire netting operation by 

himself. 

This parable should be taken in conjunction with 

the parable of the wheat and the tares in verses 24ï30. As 

the tares and wheat grow together, so also two kinds of fish 

are netted. The servants cannot collect tares without rooting 

up wheat, and fishermen cannot net only good fish. This 

may be compared with the mixed responses in an 

evangelistic meeting. The same invitation is issued to all. 

Some genuinely repent and believe; others pretend. 

Possibly the ratio of shallow, temporary decisions to deep-

rooted, permanent ones is the same three to four deduced 

from the parable of the sower in verses 1-9, but we should 

never be discouraged by such numbers. In the short run, the 

Lord has ñmuch peopleò (Acts 18:10) in this or that city; in 

the long run, a ñmultitude, which no man could numberò are 

saved (Rev. 7:9). 

[48] When the fishermen draw the net to shore, 

they have ñgathered (sunélexan, the aorist tense of sull®gǾ 

[4816]) of every kind.ò 

An evident difference exists between the ñgoodò 

(kalá [2570]) and the ñbadò (saprá [4550], worthless) fish. 

The fishermen collect the good fish in ñvesselsò (aggeía 

[30], receptacles, containers), and ñcast (ébalon, the aorist 

tense of bállo [906], to cast) outò the bad ones, either 

outdoors or back into the sea. 

[49, 50] This judgment is probably the same as the 

one given in the parable of the wheat and tares. Both occur 

at the ñend (sunteleía [4930], completion) of the age,ò and 

both are accomplished by angels (vv. 39, 41). Finally, the 

term ñthusò (ho¼tǾs [3779], so) beginning verse 49, shows 

this as an amplification of the foregoing text. ñAngelsò in 

verse 49 is the natural antecedent to ñtheyò in verse 48. 

 

The Responsibility of Understanding  

 [51] Now Jesus asked, ñHave you understood 

(sunǛkate, the aorist active indicative of sun²Ǜmi [4920]) all 

these things?ò What things did the Lord hope His disciples 

had learned? Letôs summarize: 

 The Son of man scatters the Word of God (v. 37). 
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 The good seed are the children of God (v. 38). 

 Not all seeds fall on fertile ground (vv. 21, 22). 

 The devil scatters tares among the wheat (v. 25). 

 Believers must not attempt to uproot what appear to be 

tares (v. 29). 

 God permits tares (unbelievers) to grow together with 

wheat (believers) until the time of the harvest (v. 30). 

 The destiny of the wicked is conscious suffering in the 

furnace of fire (vv. 42, 50). 

 Believers will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

heavenly Father (v. 43) 

 Suffering unbelievers will witness this shining with 

hopeless remorse over not repenting and believing 

while they had the opportunity (vv. 42, 43). 

 The kingdom of heaven is like a great treasure (v. 44). 

 The kingdom of heaven is like a pearl of inestimable 

value (v. 45). 

 The kingdom of heaven is worth parting with all we 

possess to gain this treasure or precious pearl (v. 46). 

 These truths are to be perceived and heeded from the 

illustrations given in parables and similes (v. 53). 

[52] When the disciples answer, ñYes (naí [3483]), 

Lordò (TR, MT; v. 51), Jesus concluded, ñTherefore every 

scribe (grammateús [1122], a professional student, a 

teacher of the law) which is instructed (mathǛteuthe²s, the 

aorist passive participle of mathǛte¼Ǿ [3100], to disciple) 

unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 

householder (oikodesp·tǛ, the dative of oikodesp·tǛs [3617] 

from oíkos [3624], house; and desp·tǛs [1203], a despot, 

absolute ruler, one who masters his house), which bringeth 

forth (ekbállei, the present tense of ekb§llǾ [1544], to eject; 

from ek [1537], out of; and b§llǾ [906], to put) out of his 

[personal] treasure things new (kainá [2537], qualitatively 

new, here meaning things that he has gained in his new life 

in Christ) and old (palaiá [3820], previously secured and 

held possessions).ò 

The householder knows the value of the kingdom 

of heaven (v. 44) and the benefit of sharing this treasure 

with others. Accordingly, he knows what possessions to 

retain for his own needs and for those of the household 

(oíkos) for which he is responsible as master (oikodesp·tǛ) 

and what to share or dispense (ekbállǾ) so others may find 

the treasure of the kingdom of heaven. 

A Greek verb that denotes such prudence is 

apotássomai ([657], variously translated as ñforsakeò or 

ñsend awayò, see Mark 6:46; Luke 9:61; et. al.). Luke 14:33 

is pertinent here: ñSo likewise, whosoever he be of you that 

forsaketh (apotássetai) not all that he hath, he cannot (the 

absolute negative, ou [3756]) be my disciple (mathǛtǛs 

[3101]).ò Sharing should not be reckless but orderly (táxis 

[5010], the noun akin to t§ssǾ [5021], to set or put in order, 

which is the basic verb in the compound apotássomai; from 

apó [575] and t§ssǾ, thus meaning to arrange away from 

oneself). In summary, prudent children of the kingdom 

dispense what is above and beyond their needs, not 

recklessly but orderly and promptly. 

[53] When Jesus ñfinished (etélesen, the aorist tense 

of tel®Ǿ [5055], to complete) these parables, he departed 

(metǛren, the aorist tense of meta²rǾ [3332] from metá 

[3326], after; and aírǾ [142], to take up; used only twice in 

the NT) thence.ò 

Jesus had accomplished His purposes in Galilee and 

now headed for Judea. Galilee was a ministry of 

compassionate healing and teaching; Judea was to become a 

ministry of self-sacrifice for His people. 

 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years, 

was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, and 

authored dozens of exegetical books. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SpecialðGiving to Haiti  
Not All Relief is Created Equal 

 
      In the wake of January 12ôs earthquake in Haiti, 

many people are considering donating to relief agencies to 

provide help. This is very encouraging, and decidedly the 

right thing to doðJesus reminds us that assisting those in 

need is truly giving to God (Matt. 25:35-40).  

As you consider donations, however, let me 

encourage you to give only to churches or agencies that you 

know of who have solid relationships with the Church in 

Haiti and experience working in that country. The majority 

of the millions and millions of dollars that will go to Haiti 

through general relief agencies will likely wind up in the 

pockets of politicians and thugsðsomething that, 

unfortunately, has been the case with Haiti for decades.  

For example a donation to a large organization (like 

UNICEF, the Red Cross, or the World Food Program) will 

likely get caught up in the web of bureaucracy that keeps 

Haiti in grinding poverty, whereas a donation to a group 

that works with its own equipment and staff (such as 

Samaritan's Purse), or works with locals on the ground in 

Haiti (such as World Vision or Compassion International) 

will most likely reach its intended target and actually 

provide help.  

AMG International, Disciple's parent organization, 

has ongoing work in the north of Haiti (an area less affected 

by the quake), and a designated donation for relief there 

will be directed to our Haitian personnel who will use gifts 

http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=361b1ca2bb340e261f753581cf415a2f&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.samaritanspurse.org
http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=850cbe2d7e2bb0f228e45d38818d2585&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldvision.org
http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=b6c0ada0d7c94949a6c50b6b2580993c&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.compassion.com%2Fcontribution%2Fgiving%2Fdisasterrelief.htm%3Freferer%3D105910
http://www.facebook.com/note_redirect.php?note_id=406979260639&h=f77220793d2e4a630e71432d693475f7&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amginternational.org
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to help people returning north from Port-au-Prince, and 

channel funds to credible local ministries in Port-au-Prince 

which can meet needs far more effectively than the average 

international agency can.  

To learn more and make a donation, visit 

www.amginternational.org, write to AMG, 6815 

Shallowford Rd. Chattanooga, TN 37421, or call 1-800-

251-7206. Designate checks or credit card donations ñ 

Disaster Relief Fundò. 

Thank you, 

Justin Lonas 

Editor

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Trash to Treasure 

By Tim Challies 

 
One of my favorite television programs is Antiques 

Roadshow. The program affords people the opportunity to 

present their antique possessionsðwhether furniture, 

paintings, toys, or anything elseðand to have them 

appraised by some of the worldôs foremost experts in 

antiquities.  

For every episode the producers single out ten or 

fifteen items and show an expert providing a detailed 

description and valuation of the item. Each section closes 

with the expert telling the owner just what the item is 

worth. It is always amusing to see eyes pop out or to see 

people jump up and down with excitement as they realize 

that they have in their possession an item worth tens or even 

hundreds of thousands of dollars. During every episode the 

viewer has opportunity to see ñjunkò transformed to 

treasure. 

There is one segment from a particular episode that 

stands out in my mind, because it featured the most 

valuable item they had appraised to that point. An elderly 

gentleman from Tucson, Arizona, brought in an old blanket 

he had inherited several years before. He knew it was old 

and believed it had a little bit of value, perhaps a few 

hundred or even a couple of thousand dollars. 

After inheriting this blanket he had thrown it over 

the back of a rocking chair in his bedroom and had not 

often thought about it until presented with opportunity to 

take it to the Roadshow. With the blanket hanging on a rack 

behind them, the expert appraiser told the old man that his 

heart had stopped when he first saw it.  

As I watched the show, I could see the excitement 

written all over the expertôs face and extending throughout 

his body. He could not stand still. He began to explain that 

the item was a Navajo chiefôs blanket that had been woven 

in the 1840s. In wonderful condition, it was one of the 

oldest, intact Navajo weaves to survive to the twenty-first 

century, and certainly one of only a tiny handful to exist 

outside of museum collections.  

He showed the fine detail of the weaving and even 

showed where it had been torn and repaired shortly after it 

was first made. I could see the excitement in his eyes as he 

looked at something he knew was extremely valuable. He 

knew that sitting before him was something more than a 

blanketðit was a rare national treasure of incredible value 

and historical significance. The appraiser seemed to have 

trouble even beginning to convey to the audience the 

importance of this blanket. He left no doubt, though, when 

he told of its value. Because of its rarity and significance, 

he had no trouble assigning a value of somewhere between 

$350,000 and $500,000.  

This elderly gentleman had come to the show 

carrying a blanket worth almost a half-million dollars. He 

simply could not believe what he was hearing. Choked up 

and with tears pouring from his eyes he asked to hear the 

amount again. He looked as if he might pass out. As the 

man walked out of the convention center where the show 

had been held, the blanket he had cavalierly carried in with 

him was now cradled carefully in his arms. He walked out 

of the building with security guards on either side of him, 

drove straight to a bank, and placed the blanket in a safe 

deposit box. What had been ñjunk,ò a mere accent to an old 

rocking chair, had been instantly transformed into a 

precious treasure. 

When God saves His people, bringing us from 

death to life, He opens our eyes to love and appreciate the 

supreme treasure that is Jesus Christ. What had once been 

of little interest or significance is suddenly transformed into 

something of inestimable value and worth. The Gospel 

messageðthe news of Jesusô miraculous birth, perfect life, 

substitutionary death, and glorious resurrectionðis great 

and joyous news, and yet, for this very reason, it is under 

attack by the forces of evil. The eminent nineteenth-century 

pastor and author J.C. Ryle wrote of just some of the ways 

the Gospel can be spoiled to us: 

ñYou may spoil the Gospel by substitution. 

You have only to withdraw from the eyes of the 

sinner the grand object which the Bible proposes to 

faith,ðJesus Christ; and to substitute another 

object in His place é and the mischief is done. 

Substitute anything for Christ, and the Gospel is 

totally spoiled!  

ñYou may spoil the Gospel by addition. 

You have only to add to Christ, the grand object of 

faith, some other objects as equally worthy of 
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honour, and the mischief is done. Add anything to 

Christ, and the Gospel ceases to be a pure Gospel!  

ñYou may spoil the Gospel by 

interposition. You have only to push something 

between Christ and the eye of the soul, to draw 

away the sinnerôs attention from the Saviour, and 

the mischief is done. 

ñYou may spoil the Gospel by 

disproportion. You have only to attach an 

exaggerated importance to the secondary things of 

Christianity, and a diminished importance to the 

first things, and the mischief is done. Once alter the 

proportion of the parts of truth, and truth soon 

becomes downright error! 

ñYou may completely spoil the Gospel by 

confused and contradictory directions. Complicated 

and obscure statements about faith, baptism, 

Church privileges, and the benefits of the Lordôs 

Supperéare almost as bad as no statement at all!ò 

The Gospel can be spoiled, though not objectively, 

for it is an objective reality. Yet it can be spoiled by us and 

to us. We can modify the Gospel, either deliberately or 

inadvertently, stripping it of its power and its glory. We can 

bring to people a counterfeit gospel that is no Gospel at all. 

It is the discipline of discernment that God has provided us 

to guard the purity of the Gospel. 

Discernment, then, is not an end in itself. Rather, 

discernment is the means to a far greater and nobler end. By 

practicing spiritual discernment we guard the Gospel, the 

message of eternal life. The apostle Paul, writing to his 

young protégé Timothy, called him to do just this in both of 

the letters to Timothy recorded in Scripture. ñO Timothy, 

guard the deposit entrusted to you,ò Paul writes in 1 

Timothy 6:20. In his next letter he reiterates, ñBy the Holy 

Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit 

entrusted to youò (2 Tim. 1:14). Through the power of the 

Spirit, Timothy was to guard the Gospel. 

This word deposit is taken from the ancient world. 

In the age before personal safes and safe deposit boxes, a 

person who was going to be away for some time might ask 

another to care for a treasured possession. He would entrust 

this possession to another, depositing it to him, and this 

person was bound by a sacred oath to protect it.  

In his letters to Timothy, Paul, who knew that he 

will not always be able to encourage and mentor Timothy, 

entrusted to him the Gospel message. Timothy would be 

expected to guard this message and to find worthy, godly 

Christians to whom he could in turn entrust it. And so the 

Gospel has been protected and has carried from one genera-

tion to the next through the long, storied history of the 

church. And so it has been handed in trust to you and to me 

and to all who believe. 

John Stott, in his introduction to his commentary on 

2 Timothy, says this: 

ñThe church of our day urgently needs to 

heed the message of this second letter of Paul to 

Timothy. For all around us we see Christians and 

churches relaxing their grasp of the Gospel, 

fumbling it, in danger of letting it drop from their 

hands altogether. A new generation of young Timo-

thys is needed, who will guard the sacred deposit of 

the Gospel, who are determined to proclaim it and 

are prepared to suffer for it, and who will pass it on 

pure and uncorrupted to the generation which in 

due course will rise up to follow them.ò 

God has given us the Gospel in trust. He has 

deposited it to our account and expects that we will guard 

this priceless, precious treasure. God has entrusted to us 

something of infinite worth and unsurpassed beauty. He has 

not left us to our own devices, but he has provided for us 

the Holy Spirit, that with his help we may be faithful in 

guarding the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Spiritual discernment allows us to keep the Gospel 

central and allows us to see and guard against error. 

Spiritual discernment is absolutely crucial to the one who 

would understand and heed the Gospel. Nothing less than 

the Gospel is at stake. 

© 2005, Tim Challies. Used by Permission. 

 

Tim Challies is a blogger from Toronto, Ontario, and  

author of The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment.  

He blogs regularly at www.challies.com

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

When Salt Becomes Poison 
By Shea Oakley 

WORLD Magazine editor Marvin Olasky once 

wrote that ñtruth without love is like sodium without 

chloride: poison, not salt.ò He refers to two well known 

verses from New Testament Scripture; the command to be 

ñspeaking the truth in loveò (Eph. 4:15), and the declaration 

that Christians are ñthe salt of the earthò (Matt. 5:13). Both 

statements point to how believers are to communicate the 

Gospel to the world around them. Olaskyôs words warn us 

what can happen when our ñsaltò has one ingredient, truth, 

but not the equally vital other one, love. 

It is easy, as a Christian, to look at the moral chaos 

in the world around us and become frustrated to the point of 

anger. We know from Scripture what Godôs design for 

human society looks like, and the stark contrast between the 

spiritual ideal and the secular reality of our everyday 

surroundings tempts us to feel resentful of those we 

http://www.challies.com/
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regularly come in contact with who do not share our world 

view.  

From there it is a short distance to the kind of bitter, 

arrogant preaching and conversation that has alienated so 

many non-believers who might otherwise have listened 

respectfully to our witness. At that point whatever truth is 

mixed in with our bile has little hope of getting a fair 

hearing. What should be salt and light in a world 

desperately in need of the seasoning embodied in the good 

news of Jesus Christ becomes neither. It becomes instead 

the poison Olasky speaks of. 

We should never dare to put forth the tenets of the 

Christian faith if our attitude towards our hearers is angry or 

bitter at what we perceive to be their ungodly lifestyles. For 

one thing we ourselves have often been guilty of the same 

sins we so readily identify in our worldly friends, or if not 

those exact transgressions some other equally evil ones. 

Beyond that some of us continue to struggle with those sins 

as believers which make us doubly hypocritical. The 

bottom line is that our primary duty regarding ñcalling sin, 

sinò is to do so with fellow Christians in need of 

admonishment, not non-Christians in need of salvation.  

Of course, any real presentation of the Gospel 

includes affirming that there is something profoundly 

wrong with human beings, something that God became man 

to redeem us from. This does not mean, however, that we 

are free to tell our secular friends how personally disgusted 

we are with their desperate wickedness and then presume to 

offer them an alternative as if we are somehow better than 

they and didnôt need that alternative ourselves. Such an 

attitude on our part is self-righteousness at its worst and is 

guaranteed to push people farther away from our Lord. 

One has to wonder how many people have been 

radically turned off to any of the truth claims of Christianity 

by Christians behaving badly in this way. 

Before we open our mouths we need to check our 

hearts. If we cannot tell the truth to those who need to hear 

it in a humble, loving spirit then we do best to keep those 

mouths shut until we can. This applies to every Christian 

who presumes to be a witness to Jesus Christ, whether they 

are a televangelist with access to millions or a simple 

layperson with access to just a few. 

 If our truth-telling is in any way bitter or resentful 

then our supposed salt is poisonous and needs to have love 

re-introduced as the antidote. Otherwise we will only do 

others harm and be complicit in perhaps the greatest sin of 

all, turning people away from their only hope of salvation. 

© 2009 by Shea Oakley 

All rights reserved 

Shea Oakley is a freelance Christian writer from 

Ridgewood, New Jersey. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Points to PonderðThe Distinctive and Dynamic Message of the Cross 
By David & Stephen Olford 

Text: ñFor the message of the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of Godò (1 Corinthians 1:18). 

 

Thought: These words of the Apostle Paul are part of an 

explanation and defense of the very nature and character of 

the Christian message and ministry (1 Cor. 1:17-3:4). We 

must remember that Paul is writing to a carnal and divided 

church. Part of the problem at Corinth was that the believers 

were divided by loyalty to different men rather being united 

in Christ and united by the distinctive and dynamic message 

of the cross. They were exalting the messengers more than 

the message. Paul has just stated (1:17) that the essence of 

his ministry was to preach the message of the cross ñnot 

with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be 

made of no effect.ò Now he exalts this message of the cross 

and the preaching of it especially in the light of the opinion 

of those who do not believe.   

 

The Message of the Cross is Godôs Distinctive 

Revelation  

The Apostle sets forth in this context the distinctive 

character of the Gospel by contrasting the wisdom of God 

with the wisdom of men (1:18-31). The preached message 

is powerful, it is saving and it reveals the distinctive 

wisdom of God. Man in his own wisdom does not have the 

saving knowledge of God. Paul goes even further in his 

argument when he quotes the Old Testament Scriptures to 

remind his readers that God said, ñI will destroy the wisdom 

of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the 

prudent.ò Not only does human wisdom fall short of the 

knowledge of God, God Himself has brought manôs 

wisdom to nothing.   

God has done this by saving people through a 

preached message of a crucified Christ, not through human 

wisdom. Despite the scandal and apparent foolishness of 

such a message (Christ crucified) and such a method 

(preaching), the preached message of the cross is Godôs 

powerful means of salvation to those who believe. The 

message, the method, and all that it powerfully 

accomplishes (in terms of righteousness, sanctification, and 

redemption) reveal Godôs wisdom distinctively.  
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This wisdom ultimately is wrapped up in Christ 

Himself, who becomes ñeverythingò for those who believe. 

As the Apostle writes, ñBut of Him you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became for us wisdom from Godðand righteousness 

and sanctification and redemptionò (1:30). God, therefore, 

is due all the glory, Christ, therefore, is our sufficient 

Savior, and the message of the cross is the distinctive 

revelation that brings salvation to believing men. 

 

The Message of the Cross is Godôs Dynamic Invitation 

ñIt pleased God through the foolishness of the 

message preached to save those who believeéto those who 

are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of Godò (1:21, 24).  

The message of the cross is not only a revelation of 

God, it is a dynamic invitation from God. It is Godôs 

pleasure that through a ñfoolishò preached message men 

and women who believe should experience a powerful 

salvation. Godôs powerful invitation is evident in the fact 

that the Gospel of a crucified Christ saves fully and 

eternally those who are called, both Jew and Greek. The 

philosophies and ñpower demonstrationsò of men will come 

and go, but the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the unchanging 

wisdom and ñpower of God to salvationò for those who 

believe (Romans 1:16).  

Ultimately, that wisdom and that power of God are 

in Christ, who is everything ñto those who are called.ò 

Sadly, for those who reject the message of Christ crucified, 

who take offense or consider it foolish, there is no other 

way of salvation. God has revealed His wisdom and power 

in the message of a crucified Christ distinctively and 

dynamically. Indeed, the rejection of the message means no 

salvation to those who are perishing. But, ñto us who are 

being saved it is the power of Godò (1:18). Praise His 

Name! 

 

Thrust : Christ and Him crucified is the only message that 

brings salvation to sinful men and women. Believe it! 

Preach it, Invite men and women to be saved by it! Thank 

God for it! 

 

David Olford teaches expository preaching at Union 

Universityôs Stephen Olford Center in Memphis, Tennessee 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Counselorôs CornerðEncouraging the Counselor 
By James Rudy Gray 

 
      

One of the reasons we Christians are exhorted to 

not forsake the assembling of ourselves together is to 

encourage one another. Pastors, counselors, and others who 

work with people in counseling situations week in and week 

out meet many challenges. It can, at times, be discouraging. 

Who encouragers those who encourage others? We need 

someone we can talk to ourselves. It is important that we 

not only help others but allow others to help us too. 

Recently, Dr. Tim Clinton in an issue of Christian 

Counseling Today gave some encouragement that can be 

applied to those who counsel others. His three simple steps 

include: 

1) Accept responsibility. This is at the heart of 

being a Christian, especially a Christian caregiver. He 

writes, ñSuccessfully disciplined people donôt make 

excuses; they face adversity and make the necessary mental, 

emotional, and spiritual adjustments.ò 

      2) Seek wisdom. I am convinced that wisdom is 

actually having real insight into the true nature of things. 

The Scriptures are full of wisdom. Wisdom was incarnated 

in Jesus Christ. If we lack wisdom, we can ask God who 

promises to give it to us liberally.   

Clinton states that he believes seeking wisdom 

involves surrounding yourself with godly people who will 

both encourage and challenge you. It also includes reading. 

Most of us watch too much TV and read too little. He states 

that the average adult reads only two books a year.  

I once read over a hundred books in one year. It 

was a busy time, but I gleaned so much from that marathon 

of reading. Now, I am in the mode of reading 12 to 15 

books a year. This is a number I am working to increase. 

Reading is fundamental, and a person who is well-read will 

have more insight into the true nature of things. A professor 

once called reading the greatest education in the world. Of 

course, we must never neglect reading and studying the 

Word of God first and foremost. 

3)  Develop a plan. Clinton writes, ñTake steps 

now toward a better life. Act and execute with discipline 

and determination. That is the purpose behind continuing 

education requirements.ò  

As I have worked on my continuing education 

requirements over the years, I have taken courses, read 

books, listened to instructors, etc. I have grown and I have 

learned from that process. I also have noticed something 

about myself: when I sit down and come up with a plan, a 

schedule, and some goals, I can accomplish more. It indeed 

requires discipline, time, and effort, but it is worth it. Most 

of our plans need to be adjusted but it is much easier to 

adjust a plan if you have a plan! 

Organizing without over-organizing our lives is a 

key. It is easy to become too structured and scheduled and it 
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is just as easy to give up on organization altogether. God 

has not called us who counsel to always be successful, but 

He has called us to always be good stewards of what He has 

given us.  

Clinton notes that he discovered a new definition of 

tragedy, ñbeing successful in things that do not matter.ò We 

can be efficient without being effective. We can be alive 

and not really live. We can burn out in our caring role and 

get to the point where we stop caring but keep on going 

through the motions. It is imperative that we organize our 

lives without over organizing so that we can have some 

balance between work, study, recreation, hobbies, family, 

and rest.   

The biggest tragedy in Godôs Church occurs when 

Godôs people become ineffective because they lose sight of 

their goals, get lost in the details, or turn away from really 

walking with God. We can maintain a freshness and 

vibrancy to living and to our counseling work, but we must 

work at having balance in life. Accepting responsibility, 

seeking wisdom, and developing a plan may sound like 

simple steps, but those steps can be stepping stones to a 

healthier, holier, and more effective life. 

 

James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by 

the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a 

member of the American Association of Christian 

Counselors. He pastors Utica Baptist Church in Seneca, 

S.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Story Behind the SongðñGeorgia Tomò Makes His Mark 

By Lindsay Terry 

 
Song: ñTake My Hand, Precious Lordò 

 

ñDelight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the 

desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust 

also in Him; and He will do itò (Ps. 37:4-5). 

 

 In 1899, little notice was taken of a baby boy born 

in Villa Rica, Georgia, a small town about forty miles from 

Atlanta. He was around the church most of his early life. 

His father was a devout Baptist preacher and his mother 

was an organist. She started young Thomas on the piano 

when he was seven years old.  

 He became a Christian at age sixteen, but left the 

things of the church a few years later and became an 

entertainer. He had gotten a job in a club in Atlanta where 

he met many of the vaudeville entertainers of that day. He 

then decided to embark on a career as a blues musician and 

was for a number of years billed as ñGeorgia Tom.ò He 

very shortly tired of that kind of life and felt constrained of 

the Lord to return to his Christian activities. He then began 

to write gospel songs.  

 He carried his blues rhythm into his gospel music, 

which was rejected by many of the church leaders. He later 

said, ñI got thrown out of some of the best churches in those 

days. I felt like going back to the jazz field of music.ò Yet, 

he continued to write songs and to train his choirs. He built 

such a following that it was not long before people began to 

flood into churches to hear his music. 

 By 1920, his travels had carried him to Chicago 

where he joined the Pilgrim Baptist Church. Because of his 

rededication to Christ, the Lord allowed him to become a 

leader in the field of gospel music. Dorsey wrote about 

three hundred songs and directed choirs for more than fifty 

years, most of that time at the Pilgrim Baptist Church.  

 In 1977, Thomas Dorsey told me the following 

story, which happened forty-five years earlier. During the 

time of the interview, although seventy-eight years of age, 

he was still the director of The Gospel Choir, one of four 

choral groups of the church. He was also President of the 

National Convention of Gospel Choirs and Choruses. 

He began, ñMy wife, Nettie, was about to bear our 

first child. I was called to St. Louis to sing in a revival. I 

wondered if I should go, because of my wifeôs condition. 

She persuaded me that I should go ahead.  

 I asked a friend to go with me. When we were a 

good way out of town, I remembered that I left my music 

case at home. I knew that I must have my music, so I drove 

back to get it. At that point my friend decided that he would 

not make the trip with me after all. So I, alone in my Model 

A, drove to St. Louis. 

 During the first night of the meetings, a lad brought 

a telegram to me while I was still on the platform. It was 

horrible news. It was a message that my wife had died 

giving birth to our son.  

 I rushed to a phone while the people were still 

singing, and found that the message was true. Mr. Gus 

Evans drove me back to Chicago that night. When I arrived, 

I found that the wonderful, baby boy was seemingly fine, 

and yet, that night he also died. I buried my wife and little 

son in the same casket.  

 During the next few days, I became very 

despondent. I was filled with grief. I had thoughts of going 

back to the worldôs music on the Chicagoôs south side, and 

yet I knew that God had taken me out of all of that.  

 A few days later I went over to Madame Maloneôs 

College, a neighborhood music school, to visit with my 

good friend, Professor Frye. We walked around the campus 

for a while, and then went into one of the music rooms.  
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 I sat down at a piano and began to improvise on the 

keyboard. Suddenly I found myself playing a particular 

melody that I hadnôt played before. As I played I began to 

say, óBlessed Lord, blessed Lord,ô blessed Lord.ô My friend 

walked over to me and said, óWhy donôt you make that 

precious Lord?ô I then began to sing, óPrecious Lord, take 

my hand, lead me on, help me stand.ô 

 When I finished the song, we began to use it before 

it was published. So many people wanted a copy of it that 

we put a rush act on the printer and got the song out. And it 

has been going ever since. I have gotten letters from people 

all over the world. I have traveled better than half way 

around the world myself. It was a great tragedy, but we got 

the message to the world.ò 

 Thomas A. Dorsey learned a marvelous lesson that 

day. The Lord healed his spirit and gave him back his song. 

He learned, like many others since that time, that when we 

are in our deepest grief, when we are seemingly far from 

God, He is still close to us. During those times we need His 

restoring power. ñTake My Hand, Precious Lordò has been 

translated into more than thirty languages and is sung in 

many countries around the world. 

The Lord will never leave us comfortless nor will 

He forsake us. When we despair in the darkness of lifeôs 

afflictions, we need only to reach out and he will be there to 

answer every need and bring us into the warm glow of His 

light. 

 

Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40 

years, and has written widely on the background of great 

hymns and worship songs including the books I Could Sing 

of Your Love Forever (2008) and The Sacrifice of Praise 

(2002). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Living Out the Living Word ðThings into Which Angels Long to Look 
1 Peter 1:3-12 

By Justin Lonas 

 
In last monthôs series introduction, we looked at 

Peterôs greeting to persecuted believers in Asia Minor, 

unpacking the first two verses of chapter one. This month, 

we will look at the other four sentences of Peterôs 

introduction in which he retraces the power of God for 

salvation with layers upon layers of definition, leading up to 

ñthereforeò in verse 13 that marks a transition from 

description to exhortation. 

1 Peter 1:3-5 is perhaps the best description of the 

wonder of salvation anywhere in the Bible: ñBlessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 

His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 

undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you, who are protected by the power of God through faith 

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.ò 

Peter here continues His theme, proclaiming loudly 

and clearly that God, three-in-one, is the author and finisher 

of our faith, ñaccording to His great mercy.ò The Greek 

word here behind ñmercyò is eleos, meaning compassion or 

active pity; it carries the connotation of sparing one from 

something. The mercy of God is one of his defining 

attributes, seen throughout the Old and New Testaments. 

This characteristic is described in Hebrew by the word 

chêsêd, which is a broader term that covers a broad 

spectrum of Godôs infinite goodness toward His people, 

translated in some versions (notably the NASB) as 

ñlovingkindnessò (a word actually created by Myles 

Coverdale in 1535 to try to capture a fuller meaning of the 

Hebrew term). In essence, Peter tells us that God, acting out 

of His boundless lovingkindness ñcaused us to be born 

again.ò  

Birth is an act of passageða child passes from the 

dark, warm womb to a bright new world. In the case of 

believers, God has brought us out of darkness into His light, 

ñto a living hopeò (alive because Christ is alive through His 

resurrection from the dead), to an inheritance ñimperishable 

and undefiledò, and to Godôs protection. Birth is also a very 

familial processðthe child comes into a family; the family 

is enlarged by his presenceðand the words like 

ñinheritanceò and ñprotectionò used here strongly show that 

our salvation is a birth into the family of God, with the full 

rights and privileges of His children.  

The gifts of salvation described here all point to the 

future. Our ñliving hopeò is fixed on the sure return of 

Christða present effect of future reality. Our inheritance 

ñwill not fade awayò and is ñreservedò for us in heavenðit 

is not given to us at the point of salvation but kept for us. 

Our protection is for a salvation ñready to be revealed in the 

last timeòðGod does not take us out of the world but 

leaves us here for a purpose. Peter is reminding believers 

that Godôs promises are true and permanent, even though 

they are not fully realized in the present. 

The next sentence (verses 6-9) shows us why Peter, 

under the influence of the Spirit, describes salvation in this 

way. He tells his readers that this is something in which 

they should ñgreatly rejoiceò even though they were 

presently being ñdistressed by various trials.ò As discussed 

in the last article, the believers to whom Peter was writing 

were being persecuted by the Roman state, the Jews, and 

possibly also their friends, family, and neighborsðthey did 

not have it easy and may have been often tempted to doubt 
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the truth of salvation, the goodness of God, and His promise 

of protection. They desperately needed reassurance of these 

things for encouragement and joy. 

Peter goes one step further, telling them that these 

trials were ñnecessary (Greek dei, implying that this is 

something that had to happenði.e. it was a part of Godôs 

plan for them), so that the proof of your faith, being more 

precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested 

by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 

honor at the revelation of Jesus Christò (v. 7). He tells them 

that their persecution is refining their faith (which is 

eternal) like gold (which is temporal) is refined by fire. In 

persevering to the end, they honor God, who praises and 

glorifies the faithful in the last day for the sake of His glory, 

which they proclaimed in the face of persecution.  

These persecuted Christians were apparently very 

strong in their faith (even if tempted to despair by their 

circumstances), as Peter says that they love Christ despite 

the fact that they havenôt seen Him, and that they trust in 

Him (as their living hope) even though they did not have 

His physical presence. He says that they ñgreatly rejoice 

with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the 

outcome of your faith the salvation of your soulsò (vv. 8b-

9). Their faith in Godôs power to save, protect, and preserve 

them fills them with a joy that trumps all hardships and 

worldly cares.  

 This faith that God has given them (c.f. Eph. 2:8) 

that results in salvation is not new, but has been part of 

Godôs plan all along. Peter references the Old Testament, 

telling them that the prophets who wrote about ñthe grace 

that would come to you,ò that is, Godôs mercy for all 

peoples (such as that described in Isaiah 49:6, and referred 

to in Matt. 13:17, Acts 13:47, and Heb. 11:13), longed and 

diligently searched for the revelation of that salvation 

These prophets, Peter says, were ñseeking to know 

what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 

indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 

glories to followò (v. 11). God, through His Spirit, moved 

faithful men of old (2 Pet. 1:21) to prophesy of the mystery 

of salvationðthey told of the coming Messiah would be 

both a ñsuffering servantò but also the triumphant Savior of 

the world. What they knew in part, believers now can see in 

full, as we are the fruits of this salvation. Peter reminds his 

readers that their faith is founded upon Godôs plan as 

revealed in His Word; it is ancient and unshakable. 

Furthermore, Peter says in verse 12 that these 

faithful prophets knew that they wrote about things that 

they would never see in their earthly lives. ñIt was revealed 

to them that they were not serving themselves, but you.ò 

The great prophets of old were, in a sense, the servants of 

those who believe in Christ, and we are privileged to be the 

recipients of what God worked through them.  

The Christians who received Peterôs letter did not 

simply stumble into the good news of salvation preserved in 

prophecyðthe message had to be delivered. Peter says that 

ñthese things which now have been announced to youò 

came ñthrough those who preached the Gospel to you by 

the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.ò The message of the 

Gospel was revealed in the coming of Christ, and the Holy 

Spirit empowered the apostles to tell it to the world. For the 

Gospel to spread, it must be preached (as Paul states in 

Rom. 10:14-15).  

It is important to note that though (as Peter has 

repeatedly shown in these verses) God alone is at work in 

our salvation, He relies on the faithful proclamation of the 

Gospel to bring His truth to those in whom He works to 

bring to Himself. This truth is reflected in Peterôs reminder 

that we are left in the world for a time after our salvation 

(by implication, in order to preach the Gospel), and it sets 

up the theme of our responsibility in light of our salvation 

that carries through the rest of the book. 

Peter closes the final sentence of his introduction 

with an interjected summary of everything he has 

previously described about our salvation: ñthings into which 

angels long to look.ò This puzzles us, because we know that 

angels are in the presence of God, and we tend to assume 

that they are ñin on somethingò that we canôt know until we 

reach heaven. Peter seems to be saying that the angels, who 

have not known separation from God, cannot fully grasp the 

beauty of redemption and reconciliation and are fascinated 

by the astounding work of God in salvation. Still, Peterôs 

focus here is not a statement of angelology but a final 

proclamation of the wonder of salvation for the edification 

of his readers. 

Throughout these 10 verses, Peter reminds us of the 

sheer wonder of what we have been given by God. Our 

salvation, he says, flows out of Godôs lovingkindness; it is 

eternal; it is undefiled; it is proved under fire; it is a cause 

of infinite joy; it is ancient; it was brought by preaching 

(under the influence of the Holy Spirit); it is something God 

gives to us especially that not even His angels are partakers 

of.  

This gift of immeasurable worth is not something to 

be lightly regarded or kept secretðwe are to treasure it in 

our hearts and proclaim it, impart it to others, and make 

disciples. This is what we were chosen by God (vv. 1-2) to 

do. If we arenôt stirred to this by Peterôs words, perhaps we 

do not put the same value on our salvation as he did. As we 

will see next month, the joy of our salvation is both the 

motivation and the call for an active, powerful faith.  

 

Justin Lonas is the editor of Disciple Magazine. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church BuildersðA Continent Was His Parish: W. H. Griffith Thomas 

By Bernard R. DeRemer 

 
 W. H. (William Henry) Griffith Thomas (1861-

1924) urged young preachers to ñThink yourself empty, 

read yourself full, write yourself clear, pray yourself keenð

then enter the pulpit and let yourself go!ò This first-rank 

evangelical scholar and preacher did not attempt to be 

sensational, only biblical. 

 Thomas was born in England. After the early death 

of his father and resulting family financial pressures, he was 

able to obtain his education only ñwith the greatest 

difficulty and sacrifice.ò He worked in his uncleôs office, 

then devoted himself to serious study from 10:30 p.m. to 

2:30 a.m. In 1885, he received a Bachelor of Divinity from 

Kingôs College in London, and earned a Doctorate of 

Divinity from Christ Church, Oxford in 1895. 

 He was ordained an Anglican minister and became 

curate of St. Aldateôs Church in Oxford, where ñhe 

preached often, led the Sunday school, managed various 

parish organizations, and did a thorough job of visitation.ò 

By all accounts he was both a loving and well-liked pastor. 

 Later, he accepted a call to St. Paulôs church in 

Portman Square, London. Under his leadership, the church 

conducted six prayer meetings weekly and had many 

community organizations. 

 By 1905, he followed the Lordôs lead into 

education, and was named principal of Wycliffe Hall, 

Oxford, the center of ministerial training for evangelical 

Anglicans. There he was a ñpastor, teacher, and friend of 

more than 80 students.ò He conducted a popular weekly 

Greek New Testament reading on Sunday afternoons; 

among those who attended was a young T.E. Lawrence 

(better known as Lawrence of Arabia). 

 During this time, he also began to minister at the 

British Keswick convention and other ñvictorious livingò 

activities. 

 In 1910, he and his family crossed the Atlantic, 

moving to Toronto, where he joined the faculty of Wycliffe 

College. During his time teaching Old Testament literature 

and exegesis, he became widely respected among 

evangelicals across North America. 

 In 1919, he moved to Philadelphia, where he 

carried on an extensive writing and conference ministry. 

Travels took him to China, England, and all over the United 

States, where he lectured in leading Bible schools and 

seminaries, becoming quite a popular speaker. In these 

years, he became increasingly a voice for the fundamentals 

of the faith in the face of encroaching modernism. 

 ñWe cannot make up for failure in our devotional 

life by redoubling energy in service,ò he wrote. ñAs water 

never rises above its level, so what we do never rises above 

what we areéwe shall never take people one hairôs breadth 

beyond our own spiritual attainment...we shall only take 

them as far as we ourselves have gone.ò 

 Throughout his career, Thomas was a prolific 

author. Theologian and writer Warren Wiersbe urged 

believers to ñadd every one of his books to your library,ò 

especially ñhis great commentaries on Genesis and 

Romans.ò Thomas wrote 26 booklets and 24 larger works, 

including (but not limited to) The Apostle John, Christianity 

is Christ, The Holy Spirit of God, How We Got Our Bible, 

Let Us Go On (a commentary on Hebrews), The Prayers of 

St. Paul, and The Work of Ministry (later reprinted as 

Ministerial Life and Work). 

 Later in life, he befriended Lewis Sperry Chafer, 

and the two (along with A. B. Winchester) pursued their 

vision of a sound, Bible-teaching school and founded 

Evangelical Theological College (now called Dallas 

Theological Seminary) in Texas in 1924. Thomas was to 

have become the schoolôs first theology professor, but he 

passed away before the first classes began. 

 R. A. Torrey, the great revivalist and first 

superintendant of Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, paid 

tribute to Thomas for his ñvery unusual ability to state 

profound truth with a clearness and simplicity to which very 

few attain.ò 

 Dr. James M. Gray, another MBI president, recalled 

that Thomas was an earnest contender for the faith who 

ñhad a great advantageéin his broad knowledge and his 

early experience as an evangelical leader in the Anglican 

church.ò  

 Thomas was a rare blend of spirituality and 

scholarship, a true ñpastor-teacherò. 

 

Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of 

heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for 

Pulpit Helps Magazine. He continues to serve in this 

capacity as a volunteer contributor to Disciple. He lives in 

West Liberty, Ohio. 

 

Reference: Listening to the Giants, by Warren W. Wiersbe. 

Excerpts used by permission. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christ Is the Teacher and the Lesson 
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
 

ñThen beginning with Moses and with all the 

prophets, He explained to them the things concerning 

Himself in all the Scripturesò (Luke 24:27). 

The two disciples on the road to Emmaus had a 

most profitable journey. Their companion and teacher was 

the best of tutors; the interpreter one in whom is hid all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. The Lord Jesus 

condescended to become a preacher of the Gospel, and He 

was not ashamed to exercise His calling before an audience 

of two persons, neither does He now refuse to become the 

teacher of even one.  

Let us court the company of so excellent an 

Instructor, for till He is made unto us wisdom we shall 

never be wise unto salvation. This unrivalled tutor used as 

His class-book the best of books. Although able to reveal 

fresh truth, He preferred to expound the old. He knew by 

His omniscience what was the most instructive way of 

teaching, and by turning at once to Moses and the prophets, 

He showed us that the surest road to wisdom is not 

speculation, reasoning, or reading human books, but 

meditation upon the Word of God.  

The readiest way to be spiritually rich in heavenly 

knowledge is to dig in this mine of diamonds, to gather 

pearls from this heavenly sea. When Jesus Himself sought 

to enrich others, He wrought in the quarry of Holy 

Scripture. The favored pair was led to consider the best of 

subjects, for Jesus spoke of Jesus, and expounded the things 

concerning Himself. 

Here the diamond cut the diamond, and what could 

be more admirable? The Master of the House unlocked His 

own doors, conducted the guests to His table, and placed 

His own dainties upon it. He who hid the treasure in the 

field Himself guided the searchers to it. Our Lord would 

naturally discourse upon the sweetest of topics, and He 

could find none sweeter than His own person and work: 

with an eye to these we should always search the Word. 

O for grace to study the Bible with Jesus as both 

our teacher and our lesson! 

 

From Morning and Evening 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892), ñthe Prince of 

Preachers,ò was a renowned pastor and author who served 

as pastor of Londonôs Metropolitan Tabernacle for 38 years. 

His works are still widely read today 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Review 
 
The Trellis and the Vine: The Ministry Mind-Shift that 

Changes Everything, Colin Marshall and Tony Payne, 

2009, Matthias Media, Kingsford, Australia, ISBN 

9781921441639, 183 pages, $21.95, hardcover. 

 

Books on pastoral leadership, organization, and 

church growth proliferate with astonishing rapidity these 

days, and few have a truly meaningful impact on ministry. 

Fewer still derive their ideas from Scripture and build a 

ministry model on faithful exposition rather than cultural 

trends, personal experience, or rehashing of conventional 

wisdom.  

Colin Marshall and Tony Payne, two Australian 

Christian leaders, have broken that mold with their 

insightful, Gospel-centric book, The Trellis and the Vine. 

The title flows from the bookôs central metaphor of the vine 

(i.e. the work of the Gospel through preaching and 

discipleship) supported by the trellis (i.e. the administrative 

and support structures that facilitate the key functions of the 

Body of Christ). Both are crucial to the mission of the 

Church, but the trellis only exists to support the vine. 

Marshall and Payne argue that the Western Church 

is often so preoccupied with ñtrellis workò in the form of 

programs, buildings, and member care that the ñvine workò 

to which we are actually called suffers. They remind 

readers that Christ is the one at work in growing the vine, 

and that expanding the trellis follows growth of the vine 

rather than driving it. They call church leaders to take stock 

of where their congregations are spending time and 

resources and refocus on the Word and helping people be 

shaped into Christlikeness through discipleship.  

After building a solid, scriptural foundation, the 

authors outline the practical side of the ñmind-shiftò they 

advocate. They propose that churches pursue a philosophy 

of training that steers everything they are involved in 

toward the growth of the vine. This training encompasses 

pulpit ministry (which is the training of the whole 

congregation in the Word), but extends to faithful 

exhortation of church members one-on-one to grow deeper 

in relationship with Christ and fulfill their calling.  

Obviously, the commitment to individual 

discipleship is a responsibility that a single pastor (or even a 

pastoral team) cannot fulfill. To that end, Marshall and 

Payne recommend ministry apprenticeship by which 

members of the congregation who are strong in their faith 

be trained to walk with seekers and newer believers and to 
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extend pastoral care to the whole body. They encourage 

leaders not to hoard talent, but to be constantly training 

individuals and be thankful, rather than discouraged, when 

some are called to move to other churches or to the mission 

fieldðthis replication and movement of disciples is exactly 

how the early Church spread all over the known world in 

just a few decades. 

Throughout the book, the authors attempt to ground 

all their recommendations in Scripture. They draw heavily 

on the ministry of Christ (and His focus on training a few 

core followers in the midst of His public ministry) and point 

out that even a strong personality like the Apostle Paul 

relied heavily on a vast network of co-laborers to do the 

work of the Gospel. Their ideas are sound, and their passion 

for drawing churches back to the biblical model of God-

centered, God-driven spiritual growth oozes from every 

page.  

If you are stuck wondering why your church is 

struggling and your ministry is stagnating, read this book. If 

your church is flourishing, growing by leaps and bounds, 

and blessing its members and surrounding community in 

astonishing ways, read this book. It presents a truly a one-

size-fits-all model for ministry because it presents a clearly 

biblical picture of what church ministry should be. The last 

thing the Church needs is someone else telling us how to 

ñdo church,ò and The Trellis and the Vine rightly tells us 

who we are as the Church, and lets the ñdoingò flow from 

Godôs call on the lives of His followers. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: Pastors and Leaders 

Type: Ministry/Discipleship/Organization 

Take: Must Read 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

News Updateð1/25/10 
 
Ministries Confront Mounting Despair in Haiti  

Baptist Press reports that ministry and relief groups 

working in Haiti are facing an increasingly dire situation 

following Januaryôs 7.0 magnitude earthquake.  

ñThere is a desperation here among the Haitians 

that they are not going to make it through this,ò said Dennis 

Wilbanks of the Florida Baptist Convention after arriving in 

Port-au-Prince on Jan. 17. ñNo one wants to sleep inside a 

building for fear they wonôt come out of it alive the next 

morning,ò he said.  

Southern Baptistsô response to the Haiti earthquake 

will be a long-term commitment, much like the response to 

Hurricane Katrina in 2005, according to Baptist leaders. 

ñKatrina was in 2005 and four years later, weôre still 

involved,ò said Bruce Poss, the North American Mission 

Boardôs national disaster relief coordinator. ñThis will be a 

long-term commitment to the people of Haiti.ò 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

New Generation of Pro-Lifers See Their Role as a 

Continuation of Human Rights Struggle 

Twenty-three year-old Katie Walker is part of the 

new generation of young pro-life activists who sees her 

work as part of the great continuity of centuries of human 

rights development in the western world.  

As the full-time public relations director for 

American Life League (ALL), Katie says that one of the 

ñmost strikingò aspects of her work is the Personhood 

Movement, a major focus of ALL, and one that is reframing 

the issue for the public.  

Human rights, she said, is the ñdirection of the pro-

life movement.ò She named William Wilberforce, the 

heroes of the Civil Rights movement and the heroes of the 

abolitionist movement as the models for the new wave of 

pro-life activism. 

ñWhen youôre discussing this and youôre getting 

down to brass tacks with pro-aborts, and youôre in any kind 

of hard-core debate, it always comes down to the baby in 

the womb is not a human person because of either age, 

dependency level or location. These criteria have been used 

to justify slavery and all kinds of human rights abuses 

through the last couple of thousand years. If you look back 

historically, it is the same movement and the parallels are 

undeniable.ò 

Pro-life leaders need to shift their focus to present 

their position as one of a defense of human rights. With 

pro-abortion advocates, this ñtakes away their ammunition.ò  

Walker says, ñYou can see lights starting to go off 

in their heads. Itôs a beautiful frame of reference to start the 

debate off with something that they can understand.ò 

Communicating the pro-life message in terms of 

personhood, she said, gives the pro-life movement a huge 

tactical advantage, one that creates a mental detour around 

many peopleôs stereotypes and emotional blockages. ALL 

has launched a series of ñpersonhood initiativesò in eight 

states with ñdozens moreò expected. They are, she said, 

ñtalking to people person-to-person, changing hearts and 

minds one at a time.ò  

LifeSiteNews 

 

Churches Not Yet Enjoying Economic Rebound 
The Christian Post reports that almost two-thirds of 

Protestant churches experienced flat or declined giving 

before the holidays this year.  

ñItôs not surprising that churchesðand their 

givingðare more impacted by unemployment than, for 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/131christians/activists/wilberforce.html
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/dec/09120101.html
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example, the stock market or GDP,ò said Ed Stetzer, 

director of LifeWay Research. ñAs unemployment goes up, 

giving tends to suffer since many churchgoers give 

proportionally.ò  

The figures from November 2009 compare to the 

same period in 2008. At the same time, more than 70 

percent of pastors said that more people outside their 

congregations have asked for financial assistance, and 42 

percent of churches have increased their budgeted amount 

to help needy families. LifeWay Research interviewed 

1,002 Protestant pastors for the survey.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

California Gay ñMarriageò Ban Goes On Trial 
National Public Radio reports that Californiaôs ban 

on gay ñmarriageò came under federal scrutiny on Monday 

in the first federal trial to determine if the ban is 

unconstitutional. 

Californiaôs Proposition 8 received a majority vote 

in a November 2008 referendum, reversing the state 

supreme courtôs original decision. The caseôs plaintiffs have 

the backing of many who funded opposition to Proposition 

8.  

ñWhatôs at stake in this case is not only the 

definition of marriage in California but the potential that 

Americans will be forced to forfeit the core of our 

democracy by allowing a small group of wealthy activists to 

impose their will on a stateðor an entire nationðthrough 

the courts,ò Austin R. Nimocks, senior legal counsel for 

Alliance Defense Fund, told The Christian Post. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Sudan Archbishop Calls for Action to Stop New Conflict  
Christian Today reports that the Archbishop of 

Sudan joined protesters Saturday in the United Kingdom to 

plead for intervention in Sudan. The Most Rev. Daniel 

Deng joined 10 aid agencies, including World Vision, 

Tearfund and Oxfam, all calling attention to Sudanôs 

deteriorating political scene.  

Sudanôs Comprehensive Peace Agreement, which 

officially ended the countryôs genocide and civil war, 

seemed on the verge of collapse in 2009 and must give way 

to national elections in 2010. About 2,500 people were 

killed last year, many of them women and children, and 

another 350,000 were displaced by ongoing violence.  

ñIt is not yet too late to avert disaster, but the next 

12 months are a crossroads for Africaôs largest country,ò 

said Maya Mailer, Policy Advisor for Oxfam. Deng and the 

Archbishop of Canterbury Dr. Rowan Williams met 

yesterday with Prime Minister Gordon Brown on the issue. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Militant Hindu Turns to Christ  

 The leader of a militant Hindu extremist group in 

Nepal, jailed for bombing a church in 2008, has repented 

because of the grace Christians in prison have shown him. 

Ram Prasad Mainali, 37-year-old head of the Nepal 

Defense Army, was jailed in September for bombing a 

church in Kathmandu, the Compass Direct news service 

reported. A teenager and a new bride were killed and more 

than a dozen other people were injured. 

Mainali began attending a Christian fellowship in 

Nakkhu Jail after he was transferred there in August. About 

a third of the prisonôs 450 inmates attend services at the 

prison church. He said he began reading the Bible after 

experiencing the graciousness of prison Christians. 

ñAlthough I bombed the church, Christians come to 

meet me every day,ò Mainali told Compass Direct. ñNo 

rightwing Hindu has come to meet me even once.ò 

The Nepal Defense Army is now inactive, Mainali 

said, but is believed to also be responsible for the murder of 

a Catholic priest, John Prakash Moyalan, in June 2008. 

Only one half of one percent of Nepalôs 30 million people 

are Christians, while more than 80 percent are Hindu. 

Baptist Press 

 

 

New Jersey Senate Kills Gay ñMarriageò Bill 

The New Jersey state senate on January 7 voted 

down a measure to legalize gay ñmarriageò by a 20-14 

margin, putting an end to a last-minute campaign to win 

approval before the departure of Democrat Gov. Jon 

Corzine, a same-sex ñmarriageò advocate. 

Prior to the vote, lawmakers went back and forth 

with final speeches advocating for and against S1967, the 

ñFreedom of Religion and Equality in Civil Marriage Act.ò  

Several lawmakers, including Richard Codey, sought to win 

over support by putting the new definition of marriage on a 

par with the civil rights movement, which critics said is 

both unfounded and disrespectful to those who gave their 

all to overcome racial oppression. 

Opponents of the bill questioned why supporters of 

the bill refused to allow New Jersey citizens to tackle the 

contentious question in a referendum vote.  In all the states 

that have allowed voters to decide the marriage question, all 

have kept intact the definition of marriage between a man 

and a woman. 

New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine, who had 

promised to sign the legislation, will be replaced by 

Republican Governor-elect Chris Christie on January 19.  

Christie has vowed to veto same-sex ñmarriageò legislation. 

LifeSiteNews 

 

 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/frygsrdngqgwdynfwbzlcwtcdrwyhzzyqjdcssfdbhsjhny_vprkmjffvhkm.html
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Helpsðfrom www.sermonhall.com 

 
Sermon Outline 
 

Abortion: Americaôs Holocaust 

 

Intro.: We look with horror at the pictures of the Jews who 

were sacrificed by Hitler to try to create a super race. We 

even have a museum in Washington, D. C. dedicated to 

those who died. The holocaust which has taken place in 

America since abortion was legalized in 1973 makes 

Hitlerôs plan pale by comparison. Since 1973 there have 

been more than 36 million abortions.  

I. Abortion Is Wrong Because It Violates Godôs Instructions 

(Gen. 1:28; 9:1).  

A. God told Adam and Eve to be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth.  

B. God told Noah and his family to be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the earth.  

C. Satan doesnôt want humanity to fulfill Godôs 

instructions. The human race is systematically destroying 

itself.  

II. Abortion Is Wrong Because It Violates Godôs Image 

(Gen 1:27; 9:6).  

A. Adam and Eve were created in the image of 

God. Though through sin the image was marred, there is 

still worth in every human being.  

B. God gave Noah instructions not to trade blood 

for blood because God made man in His image (Gen 9:6).  

C. Murder is an attempt to kill or destroy the image 

of God.  

D. Abortion is murder, the murder of unborn 

children, human beings.  

III. Abortion Is Wrong Because It Attempts to Violate 

Godôs Sovereignty (Ps. 139: 13-16).  

A. God formed us and planned our lives before we 

were born (Jer. 1:5; Luke 1:41).  

B. God alone has the right to determine when 

someone dies. God is the giver of life to all things (Acts 

17:25).  

C. God knows the potential that has been lost to us 

because of abortion.  

D. What so many today fail to recognize is that 

these abortions are not just statistics, these are people. 

People who had a future, and gifts and talents to enhance 

this world.  

Conc.: What Can We Do?  

A. Donôt be apathetic, donôt give up.  

B. Pray that God will rid our land of this scourge.  

C. Place those in leadership who might help abolish 

abortion.  

D. Use every legal, peaceful means at your disposal 

to bring about the end of this holocaust.  

E. Donôt be afraid to use your testimony and 

influence to encourage others to be pro-life.  

F. What if you have already experienced an 

abortion? Ask for and accept Godôs forgiveness. Determine 

to fight for other unborn children in the ways previously 

described.  

Pulpit Helps Staff 

 

Illustration  
 

The Security of Being Adopted 
The single red rose placed at the front of the church 

was there to honor the newest member of the church family. 

A little boy had been born, and he would be reared by 

parents in a loving Christian home. 

But this little boy was fortunate in even more ways, 

for he had almost been aborted. The nine months in his 

motherôs womb were spent in great uncertainty. He was 

conceived in sin and his mother did not want to care for 

him. Her options ranged from abortion to adoption. 

Thankfully, she chose to give the gift of life to her son. 

While she was waiting to deliver, adoptive parents 

were sought out and secured. These willing parents wanted 

this little boy to become their own. He would be given their 

name. He would become their heir. He would become a 

legal member of their familyðand would not be given 

away to anyone else ever again. 

Our heavenly Father did the same thing for us. He 

has given each Christian believer His name. We have 

become joint heirs with Jesus. We are in the family of 

Godðand He will never give us away again. 

Have you been adopted into His family (See Gal. 

4:1-7)? 

Leadership Ministries Worldwide 

 

Bulletin Inserts 
 

Various Inserts 

The difference between ñdutyò and ñloveò is that the first 

represents Sinai and the second represents Calvary.  

Bernard of Clairvaux 

 

Itôs hard to understand how a cemetery raised its burial cost 

and blamed it on the cost of living.  

 

The nice thing about flattery is that you donôt need to 

believe it to enjoy it.  
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Gossip is like a balloon, it grows bigger with every puff.  

 

One of the best things to have up your sleeve is a funny 

bone.  

 

God can accomplish surprising results with imperfect but 

yielded people.  

 

Hope for the best, expect the worst and enjoy the in-

between.  

 

Utopia is the good old days plus all modern conveniences.  

These seven via the Old Union Reminder 

 

The only things that are improved by breaking are the 

hearts of sinners.  

 

The bud of a good desire, the blossom of a good resolution, 

and the fruit of a good action all come from God.  

These two via Banner of Truth 

 

The law of mutation belongs to a fallen world, but God is 

immutable, and in Him men of faith find eternal 

permanence.  

A. W. Tozer 

 

Remove ñGodò from ñgoodò and you end up with 0.  

Croft M. Pentz 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Puzzles and óToons 
 

Church óToons 

By Joe McKeever 
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Hidden Wisdom  

By Mark Oshman 

 

 
 


