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| f |l &dm A Sol deroPawBereds the War ?
By Gerald Robison

It is amazing to me how many times we refer to His purpose for the beings in the spiritual world (angels and

AChristian Sol dierso, notdemont)y in the Scriptures, b ut

songs. Yet, typically, these references are iargmuch The easiest way to do th

more credence by our minds than a mere poetic thoughtp r oduct 0 j ust disal productimaul d

I
f

However, this is not what the Scripture picturesforus. pi zza shop. You might ask,
Rather, the Bible uses specific language that describesaVh at 6 s t he pur pose of the wc
real battle of mind, will and spirit. are all the onions and pepp

Two important sections of Scriptuvell draw our  you might ask similar questions of an automobile plant:

attention in this article, specifically, Ephesians 6 aRgter A Wt a& s t he purpose of the bi

~

5. So, letbdbs | ook at thempeowl eohsesee?wWhat dosnchesbion
can draw from them. wall s, the paint in sprayer

fiFinally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in Both purposes are easily discovered by looking at

€

C
<
C
<

the power of His might. Put on the whole armbfod, their endproduct. Thatis,thepuops e of al | t he

that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the deirnilthe pizza shop is to produce a pizza. And the purpose of
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against all the workers, paint, grease, etn.the automobile plant is
principalities, against powers, against the ruler of the  the car that rolls out at the end of the assembly line.
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high In the same way, we can look at the end product of
places. Wheaafore, take unto you the whole armor of God creation to find its purpose and the end product of mankind
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and  to discover his purpose. There, in the book of Revelation,

havingdone all, tostaid ( Ep#1). 6: 10 we find at the close of thi

fiBe sober, be vigilant; because your adversary, tleeeation is tqprepare a people for Himself It was not to
devil, as a roaring lion walks about, seeking whom he mayeate a perfectevld, with perfect people inhabiting it;

dewurd 1 Ret. 5:8). rather it was to prepare a people that will be conformed to
From these two short portions of Scripture we canhe image of Christ.
draw four conclusionst) There is a battle going o08) you It would seem logical to say that God knew what

will either be strong or weak in that batt®);i f y o u 6Hesvas doing and that He had a purpose in all that He did.

going to be strong, then you must be strong in the l4rd; Therefore, if God knows wh#le is doing and has a

There & a definite enendy Satan. purpose behind His actions, then it must be within His
However, as we showed in the last issue, importgmirpose for Satan and the rest of the spiritual world to be

guestions arise from such conclusions and must be dealtaround and to have impact on our lives!

<

with in a credible way. Those questions come about like OQur goal now is to disco:
this: If there is a God (and there ighd if He can do allowing Satan, demons and otlsgiritual forces to have
anything &nd He can)hen why does He allow Satan to such an influence upon us. For certainly, if we understand
pester, frustrate and tempt Hispeopld@y does nd&@Gto d®sd pur poses, we wil|l be &
just call ATime Out o on t thetryihgitireds dnd difficdlt sikiatipne that c®reronaus. ?
Our task is to discover
Di scovering Purpose: OursuandnaSeet gprubrspose i s to fiprep

To understand this, we have to start withother wi t hi n our l'i fe is f

creation, His purpose for human beings, in particular,and r age dy , bQuotd Hiec ohual sdnob ts!p e

ar
heartache and head colds, bt Hh alden 6hd sn ot

or this
information. Wem st under stand Godées hmpwsmpdde Gord dilcloul do keep
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He uses these things for the achievement of His purposetie battles of everyday living as physical meets obstacle, as

our lives. mental encounters frustration, as emotional faces
This would explain the often quoted passage in disturbance and as this i@encounters the spiritual.
Romans 8:28 0 And fve know that all things work Two worlds (physicahndspiritual) do encounter

together for good to them that love God, to them who aresach other, impact each other and influence each other.
thecalled according to his purpose. For whom he did  Note how the book of Job begins. It describes scenes
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to thalternating between earth and heaven and how what
image of His Son, that he might be the firstborn among happens in each Ings repercussions in the other.

many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them Scene 1Job on EartlfChapter 1:15). Scene 2:

he also called: and whom he called,thiée also justified: SatamandGod in HeaverfChapter 1:612a). Scene 3: Job
and whom he justified, them he also glorifie@od desires on Earth (Chapter 1:1222). Scene 4SatanandGod in

to glorify you, fulfill and fully prepare you for His Heaven(Chapter 2:16). Scene 5SatanandJob on Earth
purposes! (Chaper 2:713).
Consider how a bodybuilder builds his body, how Is this series of events an aberration? Is it afairy
he adds those inches of muscle and sinew to build what tale, a myth? Or was it real and does it continue even
manywoll d cal | a fAperfect s pteday? Meweimpadied hyavhab Happenk in Iseavens in the
accomplished by making the body safe, softeasyand spirit real m? Wedl | |l ook at
comfortable. It is not achieved by taking leisure time. Itisarticle inthissei es, A Know Your Enem
not made possible by removing the pain. Instead, the
strength is found through the sufferingstfain and the Gerald Robison is efounder of UnveilinGLORYa
effort of force pushing against force. Or, as my trainer used seminar and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the
to say, fAFeel the burn!o glory of God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples
Now consider how God will build the perfect of the world. UnveilinGLORY is best known for the book

specimen of His body the body of Christ. In preparingus and £minar entitledCat and Dog TheologyGerald has
for eternity, He accomplished our growth and strengt ~ pastored churches in the US, Australia, #reNetherlands,
through force meeting force, through the sufferingand  and he continue®| ead nati onal semin
strain that every one of us faces. He achieves this through the Bibled M

Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Matthew14:13 21

From theExegeticalCommentaryon Matthew AMG Derived fromsplagchnor(4698), intestine, the verb
Publishers, 2006. splagchnizomas frequently associated with action; that is,
it is not a passive emoti on

[13] When Jesus heard these things, He went to 8ecause we can feel the pain of others as if it were deep
fidesert(® r U rj2048]) place for Himsef ( a. t . ) withboutowan bodi es (our fdAbowel s
crowd of people followed Him from several cities. do what we can about our own pain, the verb includes the

We can surmise that Jesus, having been told of tkemplex idea of sympathetic action. The frenzy of pebple
murder of John the Baptist, wanted a private place to prdy e r e conhing and goingd often moved Jesus as He
and recover from grief over this personal loss. Mark t hought daint & Hseaterea alobad, as sheep
explans that He was accompanied by His disciples, tellingaving no shepheed ( Matt . 9: 36) .

t henmresteoowhi® i n t hemanygontingand of The wak &6 fised here for t
going ( Mark 6:31). On ot hera rorc@ ¢itsacnsasve plulake@rursi8fkdosmthat e d
Himself from the hustle and bustle of crowds (Matt. 17:1;privativea [1], without; and h @ n A&1Fito

Mark 4:34; etc.). strengtheh The adjectival noug r r @rsearsfsithout

[14] But asJesus observed many coming and goimgtural strengtld,having some form of chronic illness. The
fi [ Haag moved with compassims p | a g cthien 2 ssickihEre suffered from various chronic sicknesses that
aorist passive adplagchnizomdg4697], to show disabled them one way or another. The Lord was moved by
compassionjoward them, and he heal¢etherapeuserthe both the sicknesses and the handicaps they produced.
aorist tense of h e r 2328]v4@heal with compassion) The work of aheragd nmoves beyond the work of
their sick 0 aniatrés ([2395], a physiciahin his attempt to restore the

soul as well as the body. By analogy today, a physical
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therapist{ h e r)$qek3 to restore a person to wholenedis verseallapr obably means the | at
through a customized regimen of physical and motwal couldsomany® fed from so | ittle?
exercises, following the skilled procedures of a physician Jesus Christ can take the naturally insufficient and
(iatrés). The therapist combines coaching with make it supernaturally sufficieius. If all the insufficient

encouragement using both commands and incentives. resources of a local congregation were put on the altar of
In his account of this scene, to emphasize the  God, how much more would God grant sufficiency plus to

mi racul ous p hlyukeithe beleed phyhi@aa physically, andispiritually feed numbers far beyond five

[iatros]o ( Co lr.e pdl:alcde)s t Ma t vwjihe W @rousand (John 14:124)? Let us have faith in His ability

i § hedled from sickness; Luke 9:11). John adds that thito do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or dhink

mul titude gr etheysdawh endirtidre r s (Ephs3:26).

imperfect tense dfi o r [§7d8], to see and perceiyelis I n t he bytfive leages, and fwo fishe® t he
miracles which he did on them that were diseased fbutd ei[1487, t he di f o omMmU336L,gheo s i
[ast hentepreenPparticipleot st h[MOR&® r el ati ve Anoto) highlights t
be feeble,sickh (John 6: 2) . match the overwhelming need.

[15] The disciples, as usual, were long on advice [18]The pr es ebrihgd phératestie o f A
and short on faith. Their suggestion here, however, was poaésent imperative gf h €5342], to carry) means to keep
unrealistic. Since no stores or markets were in the bringing, that is, continue bringing @odwha you think is

immediate vicinity, they sggested that Jesus send the insufficient. What a blessed invitation this is!
people to nearby villages in order to topd (b r @ mthe a T h éeréd h @ §5602]), coupled with the
plural of the nourb r @[1Q83], food). unqualified, present i mperat
[16] Jesus immediately responded by sayifidiey important for us to put what we have in the hands of the
have no neetb depart;yougive (déte the aorist imperativeLord Jesus immediately. To delay isalbedience.
ofd 2 d @A32§, to voluntarily givg to themsomethingo [19] Jesus immediatelylessed what was brought to
ead ( desus wanted to teach His disciples two lessonid.i mHavirfy looked upio heaven, He blesséd u | -,g Us e
First, He can provide anything anywhere; and second, whiemaorist indicative of u | 21 & to speak well tp
He providesHe does so through His peopleis applies to [the food]and having brokekklasas the aorist participle of
both physical and spiritual nég, immediate ancemote, k | B8D6]) [the food] He gavegédokenthe aorist
temporary and eternalVhen we are tempted to think that indicative ofd 2 d A328) the loaves to His disciplés
we have to go somewhere else at some other time to finda.t.).
the Lordds will , tthrestihandor ds Thedlessing dustbg takemas & divine command.
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will showtoyou Jesus di d mot biepeaknwelfli sh.
todayph (Ex. 14:13). Aspok® wethé br ead adetdrmiheds h ;
[17] The first English wordiandd i s a c t utleelmulyplication of the bread and fish. Contrary to those
translation of the Greek adversati&([1161 , O Weu t who think Jesus fed the crowd with miniscule portions of
al ways use fibut o when our foadcthe digciplesfater@athibii@dtwelve basketseof gnt y
too narrow. The verse summarizes the recurring alibi of thragments. That many baskets could not be filled with
Lordopl @s stchr oughout t he cdnapsrfroniha seafrginal violdve thdt avauldl hot decaupy e
enough! o such spacéAs the record stands, the Lord did many
So it seemed to me, when the Lord challenged memiracles that no human could ¢see Matt. 15:338; Luke
at sixteen years of age to advertise the gospelagess 5:1-9; John 2:111).
secular Greek magazinead in Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, [20] The multitude, we readi, éate and were filled
and Communist magazines and newspaffeoughout the to satiety(e ¢ h o r t §tisetadriél emsmafh or t § z @
world. Today, we at AMG International can point to formgb526], to satisfy)and they took up of the fragments that
notorious enemies of the gospel who are now witnessingreanained(perissetionthe present participle fe r i s s e Y4¢

a persecuting majority in their native countries. [4052)) twelve baskets fulkophinousthe accusative of
John tells us that the five barley loaves and two fikbphinog2894], a small wicker bdset used by women for
mentioned here beln g e d smalbchiled p&@idarion shopping ¢a.t.). Note the present participfeerissedon

[3808]) and were most probably his lunch (John®:8Ve it he abounding remains, 0 whi
know that bread made from barley was cheaper than thaGafd always provides a surplus, and He tells us to gather up
wheat, so the child was carrying little of any value. John the remainder, since He does not want us to waste His gif

adds t hat AButdalad285], ansdversadtive A [21]Th e wabautd ftir am@ [&626E s
like dé what are they among so mang\lla is sometimes approximately), and gives an estimate of the crowdsize
used as a continuative having one of the following 5,000men in addition to women and children (the total size

meanings: but now, but further, moreovarbut indeed. In of the crowd could have been quite significantly larger).



Paged4
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 4, 2/22/20 10 Printer-Friendly Version

The Gospels accurately record this detail to show Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of
unequivocally that feeding this massive crowd was an actAMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years,
God. was the founding editor ¢fulpit HelpsMagazine, and

authored dozens of exegetical books.

The Demands of Courage
By Alan Stewart

In the early morning hours of February 25, 1956, never a risk because a man who has surrendered the whole
future Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev stood before a of his life into the hands of God no longer has anything to
closed session ofie¢ Twentieth Party Congress in what  lose!
became known as.oDiriegthe Speech, et Severa yeairs ago, a missionary in India watched as
Khrushchev denounced | at eawomanmppmached thesGanmpes RiBidh a drippleddsen a b
of power and repressive style of leadership. For in her arms and a healthy son by her side. To his
Khrushchev, who had pl ay edmazment, she¢ sacnificdd ber mealthyesoniinto th&droaddiie 1
corruption, it was a moment of truth and cleansing. infested waters. When asked why she had not sacrificed her

However, while he was speaking, a note was passedi ppl ed son instead, she r e
through the audience and up to Khrushchev which askedjiveour gods our best. o0 | f onl
AnWhat were you doing whenfatt alin committed all these
atrocities?0 Khr us hchhaetv nsohtoeu?t®a d | thieWdsiof tiskesheep and pf the
Not a person moved or spoke a word. Khrushchev shoutesen...and all thatwasgood f or hi msel f, b
agai n, Al 611 give hi m onecoorags, hi$ neindtaod ulnately lds kingddmo Andntasand |
minute of time passed and still no one moved. Khrushch&sa p p tképtrback fad o f feting fer therhselves,

t hen said, AnALl I right, | 6 but lost theit rewarg, aheir credibdlity, arld ultimeatsly tideiw | n
doing exactly whathe writer of this note was doiég lives. Nineteenth century evangelist George Mueller said,
exactly nothing! I was afi@od fodbhescwobhat ededgi ve by

From timeto-time, flags are flown at half mast  are holding back something from God, it might just suepris
around our country. It is a reminder to us that someone us what God is holding back from us!
important has died. Perhaps the reason our generation of Courage is a trait that demands we honor no
Christians a& flying the flags of their profession so lgws retreats. In Nehemiah 6, when enemy messengers tried to
because something vitally important is dying within our distract, discourage, and defeat the project of rebuilding the

ranks. When you compare our twefitgt century brand of wa | | N e h e icanaobcormeadowth, . fept. He k
Christianity with that possessed by first century Christianpressing forward and refused to back off, back up, or back
you can easily see that coueag dying a slow death. down! Spiritual progress is never achieved from hearts that
Courage is no longer demaetfrom our leaders, are always moving backwards.
and our leaders no longer demand courage from us. Our During the heat of a difficult battle, Napoleon
lack of courage is both our failure and our fault. AsJoshsmshout ed t o his drummer ,c ABeae
assumed the | eadership roaedasalkont Mogekéydehyh,thbdedil
encourageth i m i n J blavdlwma cohmadded it aught me to beat a retreat.
thee? Be strong and of agood courage. . 6 God rheanse wtelde cour age, Napol eon tt
right to both command and demand courage from the livesh ar ge, dr ummer boy! 0 A sur e
of those who serve as His ambassadors. victory.

In our generation, there are Pharaohs we must face, Courage is note absence of fear, but rather a
mighty gians we must fight, and many steep mountains wixed resolve in the face of panic. Because David refused to
must climb for the sake of the Gospel. The challenges andn from the intimidating shadow of Goliath, he became the
struggles that |1 ie ahead tlfestman leftan the battefieyd. Beeusertketthre Hebrbw |
courage. 0 Do you have t hechidetnwollknotibudgetomtkee sonwicipthek cowddp s t ¢
tall when everyone else around yuas already sat down? not be not beaten, blemished, or burned. When his enemies

Courage is a trait that demands we hold no demanded that he recant his writings, Martin Luther said,
reserves. In Daniel 6, when Daniel defied the decreeof i Her e | st and! I can do no
King Darius and prayed, he not only exposed himself to tth@es not commit in the face of confirmation, but rather it
potential of peril and pain, but he also laid his position arglrrerders and presses forward in spite of the consequence.
popularity onthe line. For Daniel, spiritual courage was
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Courage is a trait that demands we harbor no  family. Gifted preacher Tom Elliffecently reminded me of
regrets. In Esther 4, Israel is facing annihilationandonlyan ol d saying, AA man knows
Queen Esther is in a position to save them. After weighinge gr et s out number his dr eams
out the consequences, Esther says inr s e | villgyjo  Guaranteed fame and fortune, but cowards never have
in unto the king...and if | perish, I peristd T h at & s mohumenitsrergcted theirhonor either.

with your mind made up! In his 1978 Harvard Commenuoent address,

Twentieth century pastor and author Clarence Russi an novelist Al eksandr ¢
Mc Cartney once wrot e, fi Me pointvoht that froensanciera times aaleclahe ih douragehas a r
left behind by the men who have decided amd Wwind been considered the beginnir
what shall be to their wi Mat ©h & wHetlRatis@nat withiMe ie againsteMo d u ¢ e

and strategic moments that demand our courage. HowevEng implicaton is clear that a third position of neutrality is
to delay or hesitate in that moment can leave you holdinghat given to us! Can the Lord count on you?
lifetime of regret. Lot had the chance to leave Sodom

courageously,biiwhi | e he | ingered, 06 he | ost the ©REDAan Stewart
his family. David had the chance to be courageous on the Alan Stewart pastors Rechoboth Baptist Church in Soddy
battlefield, but while he fAtarried stil ]l abDaisy, dannesseel er

enemy pierced his soul with a sword that ran throughout his

Legalism, License, and the Spirit of the Law
By Shea Oakley

The Aspirit of the | awbesane aliknation frorh the Son of God forNvhiah the
Testament (in passages such as Rom. 2:29 and 2 Cor. 3)dssees were condemned.
revealed to and in a believer through the Holy Spirit, not Licentiousness, meanwhile, shows an ignorance of
through selfindulgence, not through seiighteousness,  the continued destructive power of sin. This is the error that
not, i n f ac-anythingbuttlraughlGodh s e $afsdhat Jesus came to abolish the law ratherfthfill it.
Himself. To be licentious is to be morally séffdulgent, to commit
Knowledge of the difference between the letter obbvious or subtle sins in the mistaken belief that one can
the law and the spirit of the law is at the very core ofthes o me how avoi d sinds wages be
new life granted to the childn of God through Christ. It is to do so by grace.
part and parcel of the freedom bought forus atthecrossand But , as Paul ArewetadcorntioeinRo m
absolutely essential to fully experiencing that freedom. Thin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall
opposite errors of legalism and license that have plaguedveowho died to sin still live in i&? ( R o-8). Licénhsel
many Christians through the centuries hoth derived does not prove freedom from the law of God, but only
from a functional ignorance of what Jesus came to delivastefiance of that law. Its end is the same slavery to sin that
His people fromand both lead back to spiritual bondage. held us before & came to know Christ, and, like
In the case of legalism this ignorance manifests unrepentant legalism, licentiousness begs the question of
itself in a futile attempt to earn our way to God through whether we ever knew Him at all.
selfrighteous maal scrupulosity. Legalism may be based Standing over and against both these potentially
on codes of conduct obvious or implicit in eitherthe Oldateadl y errors is |living in
New Testaments, but in each case it is manifested by waské t h e | theshallmarkiofithestruly ssrrendered
that originate in the self rather than in the enabling powerofl Spiritfilled Christian. Such a person is no longer ruled
God. by the opposite poles of saénteredness apparent in
Furthermorethe motivatiom behind legalism is legalism and license, but by the Spirit of Christ Himself.
often found in a combination of pride and fear of This kind of believer is not sinless, @hristian this side of
punishment rather than love of Christ. Because of this Heaven is, but the law is in the process of being written on
faulty motivation those caught up in it cannot please Godhis or her heart.
no matter how holy their conduct may appear. They are out This can only happen when the Holy Spirit has so
of touch withthe grace and kindness of God, the only  shifted our attention off ourselves that Jesus is before our
things that lead to true repentance in humility of spirit.  spiritual eyes more than we are. He thesgpessively
People who are bound up in legalism have bypassed thefulfills the law in us and makes us truly holy as He is holy.
cross to their own harm and the harm of those under theMe come to embody the fulfillment of the law that our Lord
sway. To be completely given over to legalismo exhibit and Savior achieved on Calvary.

o}



Page6
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 4, 2/22/20 10 Printer-Friendly Version

True freedom from sin is the lasting fruit of this © 2009 by Shea Oakley
vicarious fulfillment. The Spirit behththe law now All rights reserved
becomes resident in our deepest hearts and we are set free
to live in the true righteousness we once tried to either Shea Oakley is a freelance Christian writer from
simulate or reject. Ridgewood, Newlersey.

Points to Ponded by David Olford

There is Mercy with the Lord

Text: O Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord thereisor d6s ear i s open to those
mercy, and with Him is abundaredemption  ( P s a | mmdst of their distress.
130:7).

2) Our sins can be forgived because there is mercy
Thought: This Psalm moves from being intensely personalith the Lord.

(w.16) to a call for all Go d 6 siif Yoa, bgrd, should markhinigpitees, © bordfwhae L

(vv. 7-8). | am viewing this Psalm through the lens of the could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, that You

p h r ahere is imercy with the Lordo may be fearedd ( wi) The Bsalmist moves forward from
Thereis mercy with the Lord, and we can his initial plea toa purposeful question and a positive

experience the Lordés mer affymatioh, erdliagewith a pradtidallcanciusiont h e me r ¢

the Lord, we are hopeless and helpless when we find Thepurposeful questionplaces us at the mercy of

ourselves in the depths of need and despair. This is a PSalod. This question in verse 3 should cause us to take
thatgivesGod6s peopl e hope nmosteaccounnhofthehreal sitnationsve face becaude ef our sins,

difficult and desperate circumstances. our iniquities. The real situation is that our sins are worthy
of Godds mar king, and not or
1) Our cry from the depths can be heard because judgment.
fithere is mercy with the Lord 0 No one can stand on his own merit before God, but
fiOut of the depths | have criedto You,OLord; | et 6s not generalize. The Pc
Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voug to turn attentio away from ourselves, but for each one
of my supplications(v.1). of us to consider the holiness and righteousness of God, and

The Psalmist is personally sensing distance fromour plight in the absence of the mercy of God.
God, and speaks of himself as being in the depths. What are Do we really believe that we are at the mercy of
these Adepthso? This s ee m6od?@odhmasdvaryright todo bvag with usrHe bas evéry
experience of an individual who senses that his sin has right to keep track of every wrong thought, mixed motive,
distanced him from God. Not gnso, the crier seems to beungodly desire, prideful attitude, or selfish act. No word we
in the midst of circumstances that are hard to bear. speak that is unkind or untrue or unclean or unworthy of

We hear the Psalmist pleading for a hearing fromChrist, no sinful act, no act controlled by the flesh and for
the Lord. Indeed, (as the ESV translates it,) he is pleadiniieshly gains, n&act of disobedience or hdikearted
for mercy (v. 2). He would agree with Jonah who stated tBafritless service, no aspect of hypocrisy, no judgment with
thoe who r egar d Farsakethéirlowns s iedl mters esdapes His notice. Maybe we need to mark our
merco (Jonah 2:7). Our L or downigquitiebte realize thg immoriaece of watthea n  d o
anything about our experi Psalmistissafingh dept hso due to our
There is no point in seeking help from anyone else than the This question is followed ya positive affirmation
true God. that is at the heart of this Psalm, the gospel and the

This is true initiallyas a person turns from sin andChristian Life. It reminds me of 1 John 1282, and note
selfand seekstheLars ensi ng t heir neddatoft h@h wipogdiatondo ains | At 2dh f 2
salvation but the believer in Christ can find himself in thesame Greek word used to translate the term for
depths as well, and needs to seek the Lord early for His fiforgiveres® i n ver se 4 here. The
mercy, forgiveness, and abundant redemption. Bloelg  forgivenesd indeed, our Lord Jesus became our
news is that the Lord chooses to be attentive to the cry oforgiveness. The Lord in His mercy has made a way of
the humble who seek His mercy and His Face. Thegendiner gi veness available for tt
cry from the depths is heard by the merciful God. The
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have to do it; it has never been automatic or cheap.
Forgiveness has always been costly because of who God)issbundant redemption is availabl® because there is
Thepractical conclusionof forgiveness being withmercy with the Lord
the Lord in this Psalm is not just a quick list of sins to be fi éwith the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is
forgiven and praying a prayer without thought. No, a trueabundant redemptignd ( v8x . 7
under st andi limeps, ldif meGy ahd His h o These are beautiful words, wonderful wor@lsere
provision of forgiveness should lead to a respect, a is a redemption big enough for all Israel and all the sins of
reverence for God that realizes that, wieret for the |l srael . I n New Tesstthement [ ar
mercy of God, we would be consumed. Seeking forgivenpespitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for
should not lead to anything other than a greater appreciati@wholeworld ( John 2: 2). There i
for the mercy of God that His Holiness necessitates and Rixdeemer, who isufficient for our sins. Even though this
love activates. God is to be worshipped and reverenced,is enough for our hope and our praise, | think the phrase
fiThat You may be fearéd ( v. 4) . fiabundant redemptian means more. |t i ¢
Paul 6 s wheresidabqundéad, grace abounded raore
3) Our hope s houl thecduse therais Rond 5:20). Wo r d
mercy with the Lord. This abundant redemption can lgione out of the
fil wait for the Lord, my soul aits, and in His word depths and into life and liberty in the Lord. The Psalmist is
| do hop® (5w6) anticipating a work of God that will deliver His people. God
Thepersonal, earnest resolvef the Psalmistis  will reach into the depths of the personal and broader crises
revealed inwaheémywsodbk: wahaséhardothe resul ts WHy? si n,
hope 6 These are not t he wo Bataisedléis amecitulmdad)ahd abundapt eedesnptian is
expecting God to fix his life. No, there is a commitmemt owith Him.

the part of the Psalmist to wait, to submissively depend God is not a stingy God. He does not hold back. He
upon the Lord for His action according to His Word. is generous in His mercy and in His work on our behalf.
Notice that at the center of this waitingand hopeiEhi s was t he prodigal sonds

Goddés Word. Our Psal mi st theRatheo Hd lgphandlebeen adersby the Fathee vehenrHe s t
resolve, but higager anticipation Watchmen look for the came running to receive him and lavish His love upon one
morning to come as they stand guard, and the Psalmist isvho was not worthy (Luke 15). This is the experience of
more eagerly longing f or tobndessbeligversdownrthgough the ceradtidsssmy
deliverance. What a picture of singténded dependence experience.
and desire! Nothing else really matters in the darkness of
the night tha the coming of the morning. Thrust: There is mercy with thkeord. Seek Him. Hope in

Hope is a common word these days, but what aréHim. Trust Him for what His Word declares He will do.
we hoping in? The words of men? The only true source of
hope is the Lord and Hi s Wor avid Dlford tedises dxpositaryt pdeachimg atpJaionw ¢
the One who could hear his cry from the depths, could  Universitys Stephen Olford Center in Memphis, Tennessee
forgive hissins, and bring restoration and deliverance to his
life.

Story Behind the Son@ by Lindsay Terry

A Change of Heart
SongiChange My Heart, O Godo

fiCreate in me a clean heart, O God, and renew aof music. | grew up on everything from the Everly Brothers
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Youo The Lawrence Welk Show. My dad loved that show,

presence, and do not take Your HS8irit from me. especially Myron Floren and his accordion. Consequently, |
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and sustain me wi#inted accation lessons early @nabout 1960. That lasted
awilling spirito ( Ps-12).51: 10 until about 1964, when the Beatles came on the scene with

Baudel and Guadalupe Espinosa had four sons, ¢onéei r gui t ars. 0
ofwhomwas Eddi e, born in Los ArEddesharedhd testimbry 6f Bis corivardior r e
was always music around the house whemas growing experience:
up, 0 Eddie told me. AWe | istened to a | ot of di ffereri
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ifnAt age fifteen, I was pl Bddie maghad nmanyaredt éxgehiencewhittohds | a
band. The bass player ahid family were Christians, and song, one of which was to lead thousands of men as they
they invited me to their church, the Faith Assembly Churslang it at a Promise Keepers meeting in Texas Stadium in
in Garden Grove, California. On my third visit, the pastorDallas. | asked Eddie what was the most notable time that
taught from the Script ur eheeteoheayd of whenlhs songonmds adlessinguorthie bearts \

Samaritan woman at the well. After the Sundahool of people. He thought for a few moments and then excitedly
lesson, the pastor looked me square in the eye and askethld me this heastvarming story:
O6Would you like to drink of ffihe whaisviimg EWgtl eam26 dli reait
6Yes, 06 and | was saved t heobferaneerAjter ane of the sergcesl was standing on the
Now for the story behiflodlevlddroneobtbe podiure, mieen aheldesly s on g,
as he told it: gentl eman approached and ask
AThe year hadbeenalCarBtansintée Espi nosa?6é | said, 6édYes sir.
1969, but | saw a lot of things in my life that needed to be fiHe hugged me, and he was weeping and said
discarded. The closer you get to the Lord, in atisf t hr ough ustwanttya dorkrsow thai llgave my
brightness, the better you can see the things in your life the&rt to Jesus while singing your song. My wife had been
need to be changed. But, | had slowly beconmg ve wanting me to go to church for a long time. | finally

complacent. | remember thinking of the illustration about consented to go, and as the words of your song came up on
the frog that was placed in a pan of cold water and boiledhe overhead | read them and began to weep. Azang
death, because the water was heated ever so gradually, the song, | joined in the singing with real meaning in my

causing him noto realize what was happening. heart. | saidfiGod, | need you. Change md@hat is the
il acknowl edgedandaythesamarpd easccemcl am wal ki ng with t he
time | was | i ke PaQwretchadh e and lpbegarttd veépl wiaahso aslamods,t 6besi de
man that | am! Who shall deliverme . 26 | pr ay e dT hheo et shsee ngseng &t prdyer dskirgg &od
Lord, 6é6The only way that tocahahgél osy, ymakisgfour ybec:
change my appetite, the things that draw maya You His own imagé il k e You. 0O
mustchangesn hear t! o At the timel interviewed him Eddiewasa
AShortly thereafter, | coumseler ati Onanga iHighcSaehpol i GrangehGalifomnie.yHe t

my work, feeling a desire to draw near to God, but with ttaso oversees a federally funded pesgrfor children. He

wrestling was still going on in my heart. Suddenly, a has written scores of songs with thigight of them being

melody and some words began to flood through my mindoublished. He was a pastor for a number of yearspbtie

As | stopped at a stop sid reached for something to writechurches he served was even a Spassigbaking

on, and the first thing | found was a small piece of yellowcongregation, Iglesia La Vina.

paper(which | still have)and began to write as rapidly as | As his other duties will allow, Edéeiand his wife

could. It was like taking dictation. | wrote the words on th&lsie often travel as a team, leading worship in conferences

paper,and kept the melody in my mind and special services. The Espinosa family is still active in
ADuring those days | tthewmdyard Ghristrae Felowshig. fiythavd tevanchildren.

Bible study group, and during a communion time | shared As we have seen in this story, asking God to change

my song with them. Our church home was the Vineyard us callsfor a very definite and resolute decisioasking

Christian Fellowship in Anaheim, California, and someondim to change our hea#isnot the red muscle pumping

from the group told the pastor that | hadtten a song that blood through our bodies, but the control center of our

would be good to use during an altar call. The pastor askeeings, the place where all of the decisions are made,

me to play it for him, and afterwards asked if | would shaoausing us to say the words we say, thirkkthoughts we

it with the congregation, which numbered about 200 at think, and do the things we do.

time. From that point on | began to get reports that omgs

was being taught in San Diego, the Los Angeles area, and inindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40

many other places. Sharing a song in that manner was a years, and has written

common occurrence in those days. Vineyard decided to put widely on the background of great hymns and worship

sever al of those songs, one of whi ch wasengir€lhding thesbookby

Heart, O Go dnddistibute tkem. That imsl hCowd Sing of Your Love ForevE&008) andlrhe Sacrifice

the vehicle that God chose to launch my song to a vast of Praise(2002).

audi ence. 0
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Living Out the Living Word & by Justin Lonas

Be Holy: Living in the Reality of Salvation
(1 Peter 1:121)

Part 3 in an expositionalesies on 1 Peter. Moret han that, however, ou
Halfway through the first chapter of 1 Peter, we s@emore than the completed work of salvation or the present
a transition from description to prescription, from extollingndwelling of Christ in us, but in His final victory and
t he wonders of Godds wor kcomi s @ lthe grdcgtolye bribughtto you dtthen g u s
do with it. In truth, it is less of a shift and more of a revelation of Jesus Christd Wi t &s o &nchiorswte
building blocld Pet er i s sayi ng, i lare givaerubstle theardason dndhtkesaleility totilée framssin and
|l 6ve just told you ar e t r pueye the iighteoushelss oE@oahanywe bope in Him,
Peter has spent the previous 10 verses remindingvhy would we desire otherwise?
his readers of the thngoimoy of tmeithasalspati oan, Pkdlienr A | i
which angels long to logk ( v . 1 2¢llstheid,e r echildrknd , t cal | i ng tiomshipwitnG@bdadash e i r
fiTherefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober intheir Father through Christ. In obedience, they were to be
spirit, fix your hope completely on the gracetobe broughhodel i ng t heir | ives after t
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient conf or mi nfagmet lestet tod i rerdd@eniption pr e
children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which fignorance 6 Pet er, | i ke Paul , dr
were yours in youignorance, but like the Holy One who between former deeds of the flesh and life in Christ,
called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; i mpl ori ng believers to fAput
because it is written,o0 O(yuwenew (bfeEph.4:224. Obr behavipr sHfowddrrefléct oarm |
13-16). change of allegiance, flowing from our identity as children
This series contains both positive and negative of God.
commands, a reminder that holinessGn d 6 s s i g ht ) Pétesthen nkes his first of many appeals to
something much larger than simply avoiding conspicuou§ cr i pt ur e, q u ot Bemdly, far bamihdlyioc u s
sins. Peter begins here by telling us to be vigilant, prepatitig understanding of holiness from the Old Testament
our minds for action. The King James Version translates combines both righteousness and anointing. In the context
this phrase wordlor-word from the Greek, rendering it as of this passage, he is reminds us that a holy demdands
figird up the loins of your mir@ the picture is that of a  and desires righteousness from His followevge cannot
soldier in ancient times who would have to gather up his call ourselves His if we are still living according to the
robes and tie them around his waistin ordertorunordowor | dés way. Through the r es
battle. Coupl ed keepdolberin Spikt O bebexers apshbt apars fer Godffor His work on earth, just as
the message is clearly that are to be ready, mentally andsrael was called Bufi you are a chosen race, a royal
emotionally, for whatever comes, a theme thatis echoedp r i est hood, a holy nation, e
l ater in the book whBe ofsoBer possessianssg thad yolrealy prazigire thesexcellenciesiof
spirit, be on the alert, your adversary, the devil, prowls Him who has called you out of the darkness into His
around like a roaring lion, seeking someonelévoud ( Inarvelouslighh ( 2: 9) . Hol i ness is
Pet. 5:8). characteriic of God seen in Scripture, and it is, for Peter,
If it seems odd for Peter to turn sharply from the primary marker of the Church in the world.
soaring |l anguage about God®6s Egendng hisapped te lsistreaders fot holiness, w a r
to be ready for battle, consider to whom he originally Peter c o yotl addres®as Fathér the One who
wroted believers in Asia Minor who were enduring fiercei mpar ti al ly judges acaoact di n¢
persecutionfortai r f ai t h. He f i r syourselees s fear duerg the time ofi yoarfstay®mo a@hrghE v .
mercy and their secure, imperishable inheritance of 17). He brings another dimension, the fear of the Lord, to
salvation and then reminds them to stand frmonthat hi s readersdé reasons to pur
promi se. We #fxijoar]hope eomgletelyon, it amiily | ayer o of odifwesreat u
the grace to be brought {as] at the revelatin of Jesus in the family of God (calling Him our father), we should
Christ 6 I n ot her words, pr epsarriinvge o uor dhuepahrotl sd a rhde nhiannd gl
action means keeping them clear of any vain hope. If weraspectful fear children have of their fathers.
trusting in anything other than Christ to rescue us from Thematically, he reaches a deeper level than just
persecution, we are in danger of being overtaken by despalr.at f ami | 'y met aphor, wchoir
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1 0 : D8 not fdar those who kill the body but are unableésodd ( v-21). AsZX@ristians, we are the heirs and

to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroybenefic ar i es of Godds eternal [

both souland body inhelldo Pet er under smaokimd the chlminatioh of sillennia of expectation.

readers lived in constant fear under the shadow of Christ was born, crucified, and raised from the dead so that

persecution, and probablycied a pervasive temptation to we might fix our hope in Him to the glory of God the

hide their faith to preserve their lives. He pleads with thefRather.

to correctly place their fear, forsaking earthly safety and This multifaceted plea for hioless should stir us to

comfort for the sake of the Gospel of the kingdom. take great pains to Agive f e
Peter then further restates the sheer glory of our with our whole lives in the power and mercy of God.

salvation and directly ties that to our lives as believers. Pet er 6 s ar g u & dacduseiofshe warkiot e c |

fiKnowing that you were not redeemed with perishable Christ, it behooves us to pour out our all in pursuit of His

things like silver or gold from your futile way of life glory. For his original audience of persecuted believers, it

inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, &ets the tone for his whole letter by calling them to devotion

of a lamb unblemished andatfess, the blood of Christ  to God above all others and against all opposition. He

(w.1819) . We have been r ed eimnpligtl rerhimdethem hdregelsBwheraimthissboolt, uch

of life without God that has plagued generations of men. more explicitly) thatrue holiness is both attitude and action

That is the inheritance of the world to which we are born,and will be actively opposed by Satan and the world. For

and c ontimparishalde andhumdefildd | nltee rust,anwe should be reminded tt

of Christ (v. 4). Our purchase price is infirdt¢he blood of demand sober spirits and hearts prepared for action may

our very Lord and is worth every measure of our simply be a cloak of moralism. In light of withe Lord has

devotion. done for us, can we possibly be content with anything less
Peter completes this section by reiterating the  than absolute commitment to His purposes for us? The

Acosmic significafForddéewasf @hacet 66 Godihg t oo gr &tde a

foreknown before the foundatiof the world, but has way of life 0
appeared in these last times for the sake of you who through
Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead Justin Lonas is the editor Disciple Magazine

and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in

Church Buildersd by Bernard R. DeRemer

Prayer Warrior: E. M. Bounds

E. M. (Edward McKendree) Bounds (183913)  Centenary Seminary in Palmyra, Mo. In 1859, at age 24, he
was a man of many skills. He was, at various paintés  was ordained as a minister of his denomination.
life, a lawyer, a chaplain, a pastor, an evangelist, and an His first pastorate was at Montice]IMo., and he
editor. He also wrote many powerful, classic messages dater pastoreddther churches in Missouri, Tennessee,
praye® and his commitment to the power and necessity &labama, and Georgia.
prayer is his most lasting legacy. During the Civil War, although Missouri was not
Typically he rose at 4:00 a.m. to intede at least part of the Confederacy (and Bounds was opposed to
three hours. He founded t $slavery Berwasaatcusidhof beirg a Bauthesnrsympdihizgr.b
Bando to encourage ot her s Whebphesfpsediasweanah aath dfalidgiance tméhes i n
prayer. United States and pay a hefty fine, he was imprisoned in St.
Born in Shelby County, Mo., Bounds studies law Louis for over a year. He was transferred to Memphis,
and began a fl ouri shing pTeamadspartefapriBoner gxthangever e Ai mpr e ¢
with hissharpmindnd communi cati on s k Bduhds made the mdseoé hds,unfdmtenate
became his stateds youn g e sircumgancekytbdcaming agchdplaimiyteerCondetlerate h e

19. Army. He was wounded at the battle of Franklin in

He came to know the Lord at a young age, and Tennessee, and recaptured by the Union. After his release,
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church South. In his he felt Godés call to returr
t wenties, Bounds s ensedgat pastor bf the Idcél Methodist Episcopal chuicts | i f e
revival movement. In 1857, he closed his law office to In 1876, Bounds married Emma Barnett, of
devote himself to fultime ministry and enrolled in Washington, Ga., and the couple had three children. During

this time, they moved to St. Louis, Mo., where he became
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the associate editor of tist. Louis Christian Advocate
Later, they returned to Tennessee, wheredited the
Nashville Christian Advocate

In 1886, Bounds mourned the death of his wife.
However, less than two years later, he married Harriet

appointment whereby God will do things through His
people as they pray that He would not otherwise do.

AiwWhile we in our weaknes
and pray, God undertakes the work. But ifyeramoves
God to work in this worl doés

(Hattie) Barnett, a first cousin of Emma. They were marrikdves us the mere creatures of circumstances. It leaves us

until his death and had six children together.

in this world with its tremendous responsibilities and

After some time in publishing, Bounds retired to difficult problems, and with all its sorrows, burdens, and

Washington, Ga., to a ministry of prayer, writing, and

occasional speaking at revivals and conferences.
Following his daily early morning prayer time,

Bounds spent the rest of an average day writing, pgayi

afflictions, without help from God.

iPrayer puts Godds work
there. It looks to Him constantly and depends on Him
implicitly to further His own cause. Prayer is but faith

and studying Scripture. Though he wrote extensively, onlgsting in, acting with, leaning on, and obeying God. This is

two of his books were published before his death.
His best known book is probabBower through

Prayer. Other titles includ&atan: His Personality, Power,

and OverthrowandHeaven: a Place, €ity, a Homeln
1990Baker Books releasethe Complete Works of E.M.
Bounds on Prayer

The following is adapted from one of his classic

why God love it so well and why He so highly esteems

people of prayer. o

After a long and fruitful ministry, Bounds died in
1913 at his home in Washington. His works continue to
bl ess r eader shouglohe is theads he dtill y
speake ( Heb. 11: 4) .

C

messages: BernardR. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozeis
fGod has ordained pr ay er hepss ofghe faithanmsiban & decadeghwriting for
which He will carry out His gracious designs on earth and Pulpit HelpsMagazine He continues to serve in this
exewlt eéHi s plan of redempt i capacity &raaouetaer confribueosciple.ide lifes ic  d i
West Liberty, Ohio.
Prayer is the Lever
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon
fiPhilip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the all wisdom and spiritual understandiag ( Col . 1: 9)
prophet, and said, 06Do vy oremambedthat palyeaisburbestaneansyobstudyalikee

reading®® ( Act s 8: 3) . Daniel, you shall understand the dream, and the

We should babler teachers of others, and less interpretation thereof, when you have sought unto God; and
liable to be carried about by every wind of doctrine, if welike John you shall see the seven sealg@tipus truth
sought to have a more intelligent understanding of the Wiantbosed, after you have wept much.
of God. As the Holy Ghost, the Author of the Scriptures is Stones are not broken, except by an earnest use of
He who alone can enlighten us rightlyuioderstand them, the hammer, and the stebesaker must go down on his
we should constantly ask His teaching, and His guidanceknees. Use the hammer of diligence, and let the knee of
into all truth. prayer be exercised, and there is not aystiwctrine in

When the prophet Daniel would interpret revelation which is useful for you to understand, which will
Nebuchadnezzé& dream, what did he do? He set himself twt fly into shivers under the exercise of prayer and faith.
earnest prayer that God would open up the vision. The Thoughts and reasonings are like the steel wedges which
apostle Johnin his vision at Patmos, saw a book sealed give a hold upon truth; but prayer is the lever, the pry which
with seven seals which none was found worthy to open, éorces open the iron chest of sacred mystery, that we may
so much as to look upon. The book was afterwards opengelt the treasure hidden within.
by the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who had prevailed to open FromMorning and Evening
it; butitiswrittenfirse Al wept Omlibe tears of John,
which were his liquid prayers, were, so far as he was Charles Haddon Spurgeon (18848 9 2 ) it he
concerned, the sacred keys by which the folded book wasPr eacher s, 6 was a renowned

opened. as of
Therefore, if, for your own anadther®profiting,

y ou d e s filledewithtthee kniovededde @ods will in

pastor LroTabdroaclé fer 38Wearsr o

His works are still widely read today.

f
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Couns el orooby Jaies RudeGray

Helping People Simplify Life

People are busy these dayhkat is a true statementeffectively complete a project. As counselors, we should
but it does not apply to everybody; it seems like some  strive to help people realize that God is in control of our
people work hard and others hardly work. Work, by a  lives and help them relinquisheir grip on things.
psychological definition, means the expenditure of time and For most people this process of simplification will
energy. involve eliminating some things and scheduling other

By that definition, compensation is not included. things. It will mean arranging life with the proper priorities.
Work is good, but too much work can be bad. The wrongMatthew 6:33 is a good start; 1 Corinthians 10:31 will give

kind of work can be disheartening. A bad work us ourproper motivation for whatever we do. Time with
environment can be demoralizing. Lack of work can eat dbad is essential for a Christian. Our time of prayer, Bible
p er s o reSteerd £spdciblly men. study, worship, and meditation must not be sacrificed at the

I am convinced that if we are physically able, we altar of all the things we do in church. The best Christian is
shouldbeengagd i n wor k. We don dnotthé lausiest Chrigth bgtehe onp \who does wbat e or
of the subtle ways that work can debilitate us is when weshe does well to honor and glory of Christ Jesus.
try to do too many things. When this happens we often find Simplifying life does not just relate to work
ourselves stressed, overwhelmed, and discouraged. Thisogimtonment or church. It can also relate to our hobbies or
lead to burnout, feelings of hopelasss, and frustration  our households. Maybe a person has too many hobbies and
that can give rise to anger. Life has, at this point, likely isannoyd because they dondt hayv
become more complicated in our minds that we can them in a way that brings fulfillment.
effectively handle. What can a person do? Simplify! For most people a good spring cleaning of our
That sounds like such a straightforward solution,ist uf f 6 woul d do wonders for
and it is. However, iis also very effective. A person can usually feel better after they have thrown or given away
multi-task, but we cannot focus on too many things at thevhattheyd n 6t use and organi zed
same time or life itself will get out of focus. The energy a Simplify. It is such a basic thought and yet is can
person needs for living does not come from doing many bring such positive rewards. Life is simply profound but we
things but from doing the things we can dfeefively. can strive to make it profoundly simple.
Some things have to wait. We must say no to some things.
Then, we can learn to simplify how we deal with the thingdames Rudy Gray is certified as a professional @anby
we have to do. the National Board
Often, people who become overwhelmed with worlor Certified Counselors, and is a member of the American
or | ife struggle with trusting in the Lor do d\ssaciation of o |
thingsawl i n othersé abil ity t oChistanCounselots.aHs pastors Utida BaptistaCaurch ia v
that they have to control every last detail in order to Seneca, S.C.

Book Review

In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadershipenri J.M. Nouwen, Crossroad Publishing,
Chestnut Ridge, New York, 1989, ISEINN80824512590107 pages, $14.95, softcover.

Editords Note: perioodiwapthat cpmplements ighthao diminispes thecmessage t
review books from-giesccv @eafghé Gaspeldht mer it dAr e
remain prescient to todayo6s H[kelDutchbom Nauwen stediedsfa the Gatholid h e
releases from Christian publishers priesthood and spent nearly 20 years teaching theology and
If you have not encountered the work of Henri J.Ndbsychology at Notre Dame, Yale, and Harvard before
Nouwen (19321996), you are missing an incredibl moving into the DaybreakdArche community for
opportunity to deepen the spiritual understanding of yourdevelgpmentally handicapped persons near Toronto. Much
faithd his writing has a prophetic, sepiercing quality of his best theological writing comes from this experience
seldom found in modern Christian authors. His work caring for those the rest of society had abandéned
focuses on the spiritual/emotional side of Christian life inladArchegave him a unique perspective on the broken,
childlike spirit that Christ requires of hisllowers.
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In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian LEAArche) is that real Christian leadership involves caring
Leadershigs just one of about 40 works Nouwen for the flock from within, from a position of honesty and
published. This short book (at barely 100 pages, really mooenmonaity developed through the disciplines of mutual
in the pointed tone of an essay) was printed from the  confession and forgiveness. He rejects the notion of a pastor
transcript of a speech Nouwen gawea conferenceon2lstor chur ch | eader fAmaintainir
Century Christian leadership in 1989 (the speech was congregation or reveling in authority over them. He says
actually delivered while Bill Van Buren, one of théArche t hat fa new t y kedforanfthe tharehdfe r s t
residents sat on stage with Nouwen as a testimony to theomorrow, a leadership which is not modeled on the power
ministry he was calling them to). In it he lays out, quite games of the world, but on the servle#der, Jesus, who

bluntly, that for the church to be effective in the future,itc ame t o give his I|ife for tt
leaders must follow the example of Christ in resisting the The final chapter, fAiBr om
three temptations Christ faced in Matthew-41t The based on John1218 fiTruly, truly, | say to you, when you
temptation to be relevarthetemptation to be spectacular, were younger, you used to gird yourself, and walk wherever
and the temptatiorotbe powerful. you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out

The book is divided into three chapters (each ~ your hands, and someone else will gird you, and bring you
dealing with one temptation). to where you do not wishtoga® N ouses thia verse as

Chapter one, AFr om Rel arebattal ofehe teroptafon ta hegpowerful; thathigk e n s
Satai@s tempting Jesus to turn stones into bread to the temptation to own and rule rather than to love and serve. He
pastofs temptation to meet the felt needs of society, to reminds us that it is not our place but Lioedés to guide
become vital to the culture by obtaining knowledge of its the steps of His followers. This temptation is partidylar
workings and pointing out its failings. Nouwen asserts thatitractive because it appeals to our weakness. As he says,
Christsr e pe at e d Dogyaudawvdnit@en ( Jioh m Whlaitl5nakes the temptation c
17) is a challenge to the pastor to maintain our focus on irresistible? Maybe it is that power offers an easy substitute
Him through the discipfie of contemplative prayer. He  for the hard task of love. It seems easier to be God than to
maintains that our goal should be to show Christ as He idove God, easier toontrol people than to love people,

(the suffering servant) to all people, regardless oftheir easi er t o own | ife than to |
position, in such a way that allows us to diminish and Him The antidote to this is what Nouwen calls
to shine through. theological reflection; not a study Gods person but a

ifiThe | eader befonetwhoedards tot nieditatiorwoin it. Only when we draw near to Christ and
claim his irrelevance in the contemporary world as a divimélow His spirit to fill us he says, are we humbled enough
vocation that allows him to enter into a deep solidarity witb shepherd the flock. He says that @teurctés greatest
the anguish underlying the glitter of successandtobringneed i s fa | eadership in whi
the |ight of Jesus there,abahedenagd.in favor of | oveéyg

The second chaptdi,Fr om Po pul ar ilavewith JesusMhatrthieysareready to folldin wherever
addresses the temptation to be spectacular (as illustratedHe guides them, always trusting that, wiim, they will

when Satan urged Jesus to leap from the temple spireafidi nd | i fe and find it abund:
be caught by angels); to make a difference in the world amape for the church in the future, it will be hope for a poor
to appear stoic, resourceful, and driven whidééng so. church in which its | eaders

This, Nouwen says, is a twisted perspective on ministry that In the Name of Jesishaild shake your

flows both from the Western business model of church understanding of what it means to lead, and draw you into
organization and the aged distinction between clergy andhe deeper fellowship with Christ that will give you the

l aity. As he points out, d@r&etafolldvoHm iatosdrvantmoddi This id anagead h e r ¢
which are suclobvious aspects of our competitive societyfor pastors, church leaders, and anyone called to ministry.

are not at all alien to the Church. Tham®, the dominant

image is that of the sethade man or woman who can do igustinLonas

all alone. 0
He counters that by extrapolating Ghrists Target: Pastors/Leaders
repeat ed deedmmyahedpbn response to Type: Spiritual Discipline

Petets confession of love in the aforementioned passageTake: Highly Recommended
Nouwerts perspective (heavily influenced by his years at
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News Update

Demand for Bibles Outstripping Supply in China iThese tactics of starva
Christian Todayeports that the need for Bibles in personal p_ro_pert_ies as well as the use of force emp_loyed by
China grew again in 2009, when an estimated half milliorthe Lao officials in order to put pressure on the Katin

people converted to Christianity. believers to reounce their religious convictions should be
iAs more and more peopdandeamnngd,hian gs ttadtee nCehrutr cfhr or
they are asking Societys@hin8i bl e, 0 says Bibl e Baptist Press
Partnership Coordinatétua Wee Seng. About 4 million
Bibles were distributed across China last year, but Church of England Recognizes Breakaway L5.
continued growth means that more are needed. Accordingnglicans
to official numbers, about 28.6 million Christians live in Christian Todayeports that the Church of
China, but that figure could be as high as 90 million if  Englands General Synod has voted to walee the
unregistered house churches are included. breakaway Anglican Church in North America (ACNA)
AEvery year we have t owithaopénsrens.f unds for Bi bl e
subsidy. The reason is that in the rural areas where most The motion, passed yesterday, does not commit the
Christians are found, they are living in relatively poor  Church of England to formal relations with the breakaway
conditions. In order for them to have a copy of the®ibk pr ovi nce. Il nstead, the motic
have to provide paper so that a Bible is affordable for moshd affirm the dsire of those who have formed the
of the Christians i n Chi nAngligan Churchin North Americato remain within the
Religion Today SummariesAn gl i can fami |l yo and recogni
recent divisions within the Anglican churches of the United
Christians in Laos Forced from Church at States of America and Canadeze
Gunpoint The ACNA officially formed in summer 2009 after

Members of a churéh both adults and childrén  a protracted schism from The Episcopal Church in the U.S.
in Laosd Sar avan dunpointifroma e overéssues offhemosgexudlity and scriptural orthodoxy.
Sunday worship service in mitanuary while officials Religion Today Summaries
confiscated their personal belongings and destroyed six of
their 11 homes. The Algerian Church Speaks out for Religious

Later, an estimated 100 local officials, police and Freedom
villagers marched the believers to an open field, whene th Abdallah Ghoulamallah, Algerian Mingr for
demanded the Christians renounce their faith, Human Religious Affairs, organized on February 11 a conference
Rights Watch for Lao Religious Freedom reported. Wheron t he topic AFreedom of Wor
the Christians refused, they were forced to walk nearly fduggislation and Positive La&The ministry invited the
miles down the road and police were posted at the villagéour bishops of Algeria, members of the clergy from
entrance to keep them fromturning. France, and other prominent figarigom different

The Christians have been sleeping on the groundoackground to the everthe purpose of the event was,
nearby woods with hardly enough food supplies, equipmestensibly, to show that Algeria is a tolerant country.
or tools to survive, the Compass Direct news service Jordaniarborn Monsignor Ghaleb Moussa
reported. Abdallah Bader was ordained archbishop of Algiers in July

In July 2008, a Christian in the village was killed 2008, and is familiar with thgystem of religious tolerance
by other villagers ahwhen family members placed a crosi place in the Kingdom of Jordan. In a speech full of
on his grave official s acouanges, e spdkeamoutaah ordinanceavbithistrongly imits |
of the enemy of the st at edonMuslich wsrship, 2x@rssihgiadesie tosee khinds ged m
a fine, Compass reported. A few days later, officials Aback to normal . 0 Suchunderegi s
detained 17 of theillageds 20 Christiarfamilies in a school exceptional circumstances, he said, but that was not the case
compound, denying them food until they signed documemtsn Al ger i a. AWhy go back to
renouncing their faith. All the families eventually complied i me t o review, i f not repes:
but some later began assembling for worship again. In spite For more than three years, the right of Christians to
of the persecution, more households accepted Christin tworship in Algeria has comander tight government
village this past year, bringing the total of Christian control. The minister claims that Christians are not the
households to 11. target, but in fact, they are the ones who are affected by it.

Recently, on the night of January 9, the Tafat Protestant
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Church in Tizi Ouzou was ransacked and then setan fireAt hl et es i n Acti on. iWheneve
Despite complaints by Reverend Krireche, the authoritiesaround the globe, there are always great opportunities to get
did nothing. connections with people from closed countries, from open

In Algeria and other Muslim countries, the countries, and people that need to hear the Gospel. So we
churches, and more broadly Christians, simply wanttob¢ ust real ly try to take adve
left alone. They want the same right to announce the Gospel Religion Today Summaries
to anyone willing to ligen to their message as Muslims
have the right to announce the @ur to anyone willing to Iran G Anniversary Pushes Some Away from Islam
listen to theirs. It is good that the bishop of Algiers, Mission News Networkeports thatrand inner
following the example of Pope Benedict XVI, had the  tension did not ease for the 31st anniversary of the founding
courage to tell everyone, quietly but with resolve and  of the Islamic Republic on Beuary 11.

clarity, that freedom of religion remains as fundamental a According to Christians in country, however,
right as freedom of conscience and the equality of citizeriacreased oppression has many Muslims looking for more
Institute on Religion and Public Policy han pol i tical freedom. AThe

place that brought the people back to Islam and made this
Olympics6Opening Ceremonies Signal Start of an | sl ami c vaegpliatiSammeg Tippit, Wha i d e
Athlete Ministry reaches I ranians with satel!/l
Mission News Network reports thtite opening people have now seen Islam for what it is, and they are
ceremonies in Vancouver, British Columpigelcomed rejecting that.o
hundreds of chaplains as well as athletes to the 2010 Winter He conti nued, #AThe great
Olympics. Ministries such as Athletes in Action, a sister in Christ, sathats why so many peoplare turning to
ministry of the Jesus Film Project and a part of Campus Chr i st . 6 One Il ranian | eader
Crusade for Chrishope to present the Gospel to both ~ evangelist in Iran was the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.
athletes and spectators. AWhen he came in, it exposec
fiwedl be part of a contingent of chaplains that willThe government of Iran even publically executed two
be working with the athlete§Vedl be working with various opposition leaders@ase ne mi es of Godo | a
community ministries for those that are coming to Religion Today Summaries
Vancouver to watchthegame® sai d Tim Pitcher of

Sermon Help® Fresh from www.sermonhall.com

Sermon Outline B. Apostolic teaching validated the claims of
When Jesus Prayed for His Church Christ, who delegated His authority to them (see v. 8).
John 17:2er1 V. Inclusive

A. fiThat they all may be one.

Intro.: After praying for Himself (v. 35) and His disciples B. By one Spirit we arebaptized intanebody

(v. 6-19), Jesus prayior those who in distant lands and Where we arenein Christ (1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:228).
far-off ages will also enter the Christian faitfwilliam ~ V!- Modeled . o
Barclay). J eisQschwasr ayer f or . AsiYou, Father, are in Me, a_ndlln You_

| Unselfish B. The Father and Son are one in nature, aim, and

A . | ddinot pray for these alorie destiny. _ N
B. Jesus did not limit His prayer to His disciples C. While we do not possess divine nature,axe
Il. Expectant partakers of i(2 Pet. 1:4).

A . Bufifor those who will beliege VIl Universal . .
B. Jesis had a firm faith in the future because He is A . That the world may beliexe

One with Him who holds the future B. The world is mentioned 17 times in John 17.

Il. Exclusive C . Goéi so lovedhe worldd ( J o hfiGoiBto 1 6 )
A . Forithose who will believe in Mg alltheworld ( Matt. 28:19).
B. Our belief must be centered in Chrighe way, D. The world at its worst needs thurch at her

the truth, the lifed best.

IV. Validated ConclusionHowar e we t o be 20 ans:

yyearold prayer?

A . Forfithose who will believe in Me through thei
who w evel "a I A. Believe in Christ anddnadded to His body.

word 0
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B. Maintainunitydo n 6t d i noncdu@al o v e r TheChristiarés hope for the overthrow of war and
issues. selfishness in the earth and the coming triumph of the
C. Evangelizehe world. Christian spirit is beautifully set forth by the English poet,
Victor Knowles Lewis Morris:fiThere shall come out of this noise of strife
and groaning broacer and a juster brotherhoaideep

[llustrations equality of aim, postponingl selfish seeking to the general
Freezing to Death good. There shall come a time when each shall to another
By J. Wilbur Chapman be as Christ would have hdmbrother unto brotheb.

A man was making his way over the mountains BU|IEt_'n Inserts
through a terrible snowstorm. He gradually got weaker afef? SIn
weaker, until atdst he stumbled and fell. He said to ] ) )
himself: fiThis is the end. | shall never be founHle was  1he next time the devdomes to remind you about your
too weak to rise, but as he fell his hand struck the body d#ast, remind him about his future.
another man who had fallen in the same place. Unknown

This first man was unconscious, and the man who _ _
hadjust fallen rose to his knees and, bending over the ~OPPortunity may knock once, but temptation bangs on your
prostrate form, began to chafe his hands and to rub his f8@8r for years.
until by and by thenars eyes opened. He had saved
anotheds life, but he had also saved himself, for the
exercise had kept the life in hisvo body.

Whenyou have a passion for souls, when you go : . :
seeking the lost, when you lift the burdens of others, youlr:Orbldden fruitcreates many jams.
own vision of Jesus is clearer, your own hope of eternity
stronger, your own assurance of salvation is greater.

It is unlikely therdl be a reduction in the wages of sin.
These two fronSky Findlay

I'Esventually secret sins will make the headlines
These two via th®Id Union Reminder

The Better Day That IsComing
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PuzzIl es and 6Toons

Church

6Toons

By Joe McKeever

“READ ME THE PART AGAIN WHERE
GOLATH THE SECULAR HUMANIST OVER-
ESTINMATES HI§ POSITION AND IS BROUGHT
LOW BY DAVID THE CONSERVATIVE BELIEVEIZ
WITH NOTHING BUT HIf FAITH AND THE STONES
PLACED THERE BY THE ALMIGHTY/”

“CoulD WE HAVE ONE MORE
COMMANDMENT 2 “THOU SHALT NOT
GO SO HEAVILY IN DEBT THOUL
CANGT NOT AFFORD To GINE
GENEROVSLY . ¥

/

A

7
PREACHER

Hidden Wisdom & Father Abraham
By Mark Oshman
(Originally Published irPulpit Helps March 1995)
Next page

ACROSTIC #43: ANSWERS
ANSWERS
FIRST SAMUEL (12:24) — “Only fear

1. Seventy-five years old (Gen. 12:4). the LORD and serve him in truth with all
your heart, for consider how great things
2.1n the plain of Mamre, in Hebron | he hath done for you.”
(Gen. 13:18). :
3. Eliezer of Damascus (Gen. 15:2) A FIFTYTWO
B. INUIT
- | G RUTH
D. SHORTHAND
E. THEORY
6. Forty years old (Gen. 25:20), F. SHADRACH
B LY G. AHOLAH
7. Gerar (Gen. 26:1, 6).
H.  MONSOON
8. Seven years (Gen. 29:20). 1. UNHOLY
9. Galeed (or Mizpeh) (Gen, 31:46-49), J. EN,GRA\ER
K LIELOW
10. Succoth (Gen. 33:17) L. THIRDDEGREE A
\ M. FERRET Last Issues Answers
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