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Glory and Love 
By Justin Lonas 

 
The cardinal command of Scripture is to love God, 

best expressed in Deuteronomy 6:5, ñYou shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 

and with all your might.ò A parallel imperative, though not 

as succinctly stated, is to glorify God. Romans 15:5-6 

reflects this, ñNow may the God who gives perseverance 

and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with 

one another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one 

accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.ò 

 Most of us strive to both love God and glorify His 

name, but we tend to think of these as somewhat separate 

obligationsðtheyôre both commanded of us, but are they 

necessarily related beyond that? 

 In our church small group last week, we had an 

impromptu discussion about the nature of intimacy with 

God and why He desires it. This got me thinking about 

Godôs ultimate concern for His glory, specifically asking 

this question: ñWhy, if God is primarily concerned with His 

glory, does He place so much emphasis on love and 

relationshipðwhy do I matter to Him in the grand scheme 

of things?ò 

To answer that, we need to understand what 

Scripture means by ñglory.ò First of all, it is a frequently 

used term, occurring 300+ times, the majority of which 

refer to glory as something belonging to (or owed to) God.  

In the Old Testament, the key Hebrew term 

translated ñgloryò is kâbôd, literally meaning ñweight,ò but 

figuratively ñsplendor, greatness, or glory.ò The verb 

derived from kâbôd, kâbad (usually translated as ñglorifyò), 

literally means ñto be or to make heavy,ò figuratively ñto 

promote or glorify.ò A few other terms translated glory, like 

hâdâr, hôwd, ts
 e
bîy, and tiphôârâh refer more to the beauty 

and ornate majesty of God than to His inherent being, and 

the verb hâlal means ñto boastò (as God ñgloriesò in 

Himself, or one might ñgloryò in Godôs power). 

So, Godôs glory is his ñweightòðthe very 

substance or ñis-nessò of the Creator of the universe who is 

undeniably present. From this, to glorify God means to 

ñgive Him weightò by treating Him as if He matters 

supremely, living in the reality of His presence, and 

zealously defending and promoting His reputation. The idea 

of weight in this sense reminds me of the physics term 

ñmassò. The sun has a mass which is great enough to hold 

eight planets and a host of other objects, some over a billion 

miles away, in its gravitational field and compel them to 

rotate around it. In the same way, Godôs gloryðHis 

ñmassòðis the focal point of all creation, physical and 

spiritual.  

The translators of the Septuagint used the Greek 

word dȀxa (from dȀkǝǾ: ñto seem, to be of reputationò), 

meaning ñdiginity, glory, honor, praise, or worship,ò to 

convey kâbôd. The Greek notion of glory was more one of 

social standing, less ñearthyò and more regal than the 

Hebrew term. The New Testament follows that pattern, 

using dȀxa to refer to Godôs inherent glory. Accordingly, 

the verb dȀxazǾ, meaning ñto render glorious, glorify, or 

magnify,ò is most often translated as ñglorifyò (as in Rom. 

15:6 above). 

The New and Old Testament concepts of glory are 

more alike than they are different, like two sides of the 

same coin. Godôs glory is an amalgam of His unique, 

eternal, powerful, substance and His unassailable standing 

as the King of kings and Lord of lords. We are both 

commanded and designed to reflect His glory through 

worship and actively promoting His name throughout the 

whole earth. 

Godôs glory is clearly something great, but 

knowing that doesnôt necessarily bring us any closer to 

answering the initial question of why He commands us to 

love and glorify Him. I have a hunch, however, that the 

solution is that it is impossible to do one and not the other.  

 If Godôs fundamental desire and right is for His 

glory (reputation) to be spread far and wide so that His 

glory (essential being) is known by the greatest number of 

people, what is necessary to fulfill His will? The second 

half of that equation, knowing His glory, sounds a lot like 

loving Him; the first half seems like a parallel to 

evangelism. This would mean, then, that for God to receive 

the full measure of the glory due Him, He has 
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commissioned His followers (i.e., those who love Him with 

heart, soul, and might) to proclaim His presence, power, 

holiness, and plan for redemption to all nations (Ps. 67; 

Matt. 28:19) so that an ever-growing throng comes to love 

Him with heart, soul, and might. 

 This expands our understanding of Godôs glory 

from something abstract to the very concrete reality of who 

He is and to what He has called us. He has drawn us into 

His ñorbitò by His power and for His grand design of 

magnifying His name through the creation of the world and 

the redemption of mankind through the gift of His son. He 

has charged us with telling and retelling that story, paving 

the way for His Spirit to draw more and more people to 

love and obey Him. 

 God is passionate for His glory, which means that 

He is passionate for relationship with us. His ultimate glory 

is having as many people as possible living in intimacy with 

Him. The command to love God is the command to glorify 

Himðtheyôre inseparable. Obviously, Godôs greatest glory 

will only be fully expressed in heaven, but what a glory it 

will be. 

 ñAnd they sang a new song, saying, óWorthy are 

You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were 

slain and purchased for God with Your blood men from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nationé.ô Then I 

looked, and heard the voice of many angels around the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the 

number of them myriads of myriads and thousands of 

thousands, saying with a loud voice, óWorthy is the Lamb 

that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and blessing.ô And every 

created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and 

under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I 

heard saying, óTo Him who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion 

forever and everôò (Rev. 5:9; 11-13). 

 The Westminster Shorter Catechism had it right all 

along: ñManôs chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 

forever.ò It doesnôt say ñchief endsòðto glorify God is to 

enjoy (i.e. love and relate to) Him, and to enjoy Him is to 

glorify Him. ñGlorifying Godò is not a vague synonym for 

right living and Christian piety; it is intensely personal and 

requires the fullest measure of our passion to proclaim His 

name.  

It turns out, then, that God wants us to love Him so 

much because relationship with Him is the foundation stone 

of the worship and reputation He deserves. This puts the 

story of creation, fall, and redemption in perspectiveðGod 

made us for His glory! Obedience to His commands to love 

and glorify Him is the fulfillment of our created purpose. 

That certainly puts a new spin on what it means to ñhave a 

relationship with God,ò doesnôt it? To Him be the glory. 

 

Justin Lonas is editor of Disciple Magazine 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

If Iôm a Soldier, Whereôs the War 
By Gerald Robinson 

 

Much popular 21
st
 century Christian preaching 

focuses on the blessings of God. Turn on your Christian 

television networks today and youôll find an overwhelming 

abundance of smiling preachers promoting a Christianity 

that is safe, soft, easy and comfortable. 

Their messages are of how to be blessed and the 

admonition to their listeners is to be ñstanding under the 

spout where the blessings come out!ò 

While they may use a Bible verse or a Bible story, 

their teaching is not what I would call biblical teaching. 

They arenôt teaching the Bible, they are using portions, 

ideas and topics found in the Bible and they leave false 

impressions in those who listen. 

The goal of their Christianity is not to live a good 

life in the eyes of God, but to live the good life in the eyes 

of man. Hardship, trials, difficulties, persecution and 

martyrdom if ever mentioned are only in the lives of 

ñothersò. The focus on this teaching is on the listeners, not 

on God, the Kingdom of Christ, the body of Christ 

elsewhere or on the vast spiritual warfare in the spiritual 

realms around us that are impacting, influencing and 

altering our lives in this world. 

Listeners and adherents to this kind of Christianity 

are only shown a one-sided faith, one that is self-centered 

and self-seeking. This is what Bob Sjogren and I call ñcat 

theologyò (see our previous book and/or seminar Cat and 

Dog Theology: Rethinking Our Relationship with Our 

Master). ñDog theologyò, from that same book, carries a 

balanced outlookðit shows both sides of the coin, heads 

and tails, blessings and responsibility, safety and insecurity, 

ease and struggle, the physical world and the spiritual one. 

In short, Cat and Dog Theology can be summed up 

with a joke about cats and dogs that helps us understand 

how we might relate to God. A dog might look at his master 

and say, ñYou feed me; you pet me; you shelter me; you 

love me. Hmmm, you must be god!ò But a cat might look at 

his master and say, ñYou feed me; you pet me; you shelter 

me; you love me. Hmmm, I must be god!ò 

It has also been jokingly surmised, ñDogs have 

masters. Cats have staff.ò And too many Christians say that 

God is their master, but they use Him more like staffðthat 

is, their prayers are often little more than a ñto-doò list for 

God.  
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Dogs, on the other hand, live for their master. Cats 

live for themselves. Dogs are focused on their master. Cats 

are focused on themselves. 

In ñcat theologyò spiritual warfare, if it is 

mentioned at all, is usually limited to personal occurrences 

or events, which limited or hindered their blessedness. 

What is needed is an eye-opening understanding 

that the biblical view of the Christian life will involve real 

spiritual warfare. Itôs more than a poetic title to describe 

difficult times in life; itôs more than something that happens 

to other people, to godly men and women of old; itôs more 

than something that only happens ñover thereò somewhere 

else in the world. 

This article is written to lead you, the reader, to a 

whole view of what the Bible has to say about spiritual 

warfare in the times and places we liveðin your life, where 

you live. Itôs not make-believe; itôs not imaginary; itôs not 

poetic imageryðitôs as real as real can be. Jesus spoke 

about it, taught about it, and dealt with it. So did the 

apostles, the prophets, the kings, the Judges, the patriarchs, 

Moses and moreðall the way back to Adam and Eve. Just 

because we donôt ñseeò it doesnôt mean it isnôt there. Just 

because weôve had a gospel of prosperity doesnôt mean 

spiritual warfare isnôt surrounding us and involving us.  In 

fact, learning of how it works, how it affects us and how it 

involves us will answer a lot of questions for those who 

have encountered strife, tragedy and difficultly when they 

were expecting only safe, soft, easy and comfortable 

lifestyles. 

So, letôs answer first questions first: If Iôm a 

Soldier, Whereôs the War? 

It is amazing to me how many times we refer to 

ñChristian soldiersò, not only in the Scriptures, but in our 

songs. For instance: ñYet I supposed it necessary to send to 

you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labor, 

and fellow soldieréò (Phil. 2:25), and, 

      ñOnward Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 

      With the cross of Jesus, going on before! 

      Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe; 

      Forward into battle, see His banner go! 

      Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war, 

      With the cross of Jesus, going on before.ò 

Yet, typically, these references are not given much 

more credence by our minds than a mere poetic thought. 

However, this is not what the Scripture pictures for us. 

Rather, the Bible uses specific language that describes a 

REAL battle of mind, will and spirit. 

Two important sections of Scripture will draw our 

attention, specifically, Ephesians 6 and 1 Peter 5, so letôs 

look at them now to see what conclusions we can draw 

from them. 

ñFinally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 

the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the ruler of the 

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 

places. Wherefore, take unto you the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to standò (Eph. 6:10-11). 

ñBe sober, be vigilant; because your adversary, the 

devil, as a roaring lion walks about, seeking whom he may 

devourò (1 Pet. 5:8). 

From these two short portions of Scripture we can 

draw four conclusions: 1) There is a battle going on. 2) You 

will either be strong or weak in that battle. 3) If you are to 

be strong, then you must be strong in the Lord. 4) There is a 

definite enemyðSatan. 

However, important questions arise from such 

conclusions and must be dealt with in a credible way. Those 

questions come about like this: ñIf there is a God (and there 

is), and if He can do anything (and He can), then why does 

He allow Satan to pester, frustrate and tempt His people? 

Why doesnôt God just call óTime Outô on the field and 

expel Satan?ò 

 Over the next few issues, weôll address these 

questions, beginning with ñDiscovering Purpose: Ours and 

Satanôs.ò 

 

Gerald Robison is co-founder of UnveilinGLORY a 

seminar and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the 

glory of God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples 

of the world.  UnveilinGLORY is best known for the book 

and seminar entitled, Cat and Dog Theology.   

Gerald has pastored churches in the US, Australia, and 

Netherlands, and he continues lead national seminars for  

ñWalk Thru the Bibleò Ministries. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically Speaking by Spiros Zodhiates 
 

John the Baptist Is Murdered  
(Matthew 14:1ï12) 
 

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, AMG 

Publishers, 2006. 

 

[1] ñHerodò was actually the name given to a 

family of rulers in Palestine who reigned just prior to Jesusô 

birth until shortly after His ascension. 

The Herods were descended from Antipater, an 

Idumean (a tribe that had descended from Esauðthe 

Edomites). Idoumaía (2401), derived from the Hebrew 

EdǾm, extended from the Dead Sea southward to the Gulf 

of Aqaba and from the Valley of Arabah eastward to the 

desert of Arabiaðabout 125 miles long and 30 miles wide. 

The descendants of Esau lived in this area, ordinarily 

harboring hostility toward the Jews. David fought against 

them (2 Sam. 8:14), but they were not entirely subdued 

until John Hyrcanus, a priest and Maccabean king, 

conquered them around 125 BC. During the Babylonian 

captivity, they took possession of the southern parts of 

Palestine as far as Hebron so that the later name of Idumea 

came to include this region also (see Ezek. 36:5). 

At the age of fifteen, Herod, surnamed ñThe Greatò 

(See Matt. 2; Luke 1), was honored by Julius Caesar with 

an appointment to manage the province of Galilee. About 

41 BC, he was given the title ñtetrarchò with administrative 

responsibilities over a fourth part of the region. 

Opposition forces caused Herod to flee to Rome 

where he was declared king of Judea. After gathering an 

army together, he recovered Jerusalem and extirpated the 

Maccabean family in 37 BC. Following the battle of 

Actium, he joined the party of Octavius who confirmed his 

appointment. He then rebuilt the temple of Jerusalem, 

constructed and enlarged many cities (especially Caesarea), 

and erected theaters and gymnasiums.  

He was notoriously jealous and cruel, at one time 

putting to death his wife Mariamne and her two sons, 

Alexander and Aristobulus. He died in AD 2 at seventy 

years of age, after a reign of about forty years. 

Toward the close of his life, Herod commanded the 

massacre of infants in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16) in a vicious 

attempt to kill the Jewish Messiah. At his death, the Roman 

emperor Caesar Augustus passed half of the kingdom 

(Idumea, Judea, and Samaria) to Herodôs son Archelaus 

along with the title of ethnarch. The remaining half was 

split between two other sons, Herod Antipas and Philip. 

Antipas ruled Galilee and Perea, and Philip ruled Batanea, 

Trachonitis, and Auranitis (Luke 3:1), later called Caesarea 

Philippi, north of Galilee. Herod Antipas, we read here, 

ñheard of the fame of Jesus.ò 

[2] But he mistakenly thought that John the Baptist, 

whom he had killed, had been raised from the dead. The 

text implies that Antipas preferred the Pharisaic affirmation 

of the resurrection to the Sadducean denial of a resurrection 

and he believed John the Baptist to be worthy of such an 

honor.  

But before we credit Herod with any of this, we 

should remember that he probably sided with the majority 

party (the Pharisees) and John the Baptist strictly for 

political reasons. Luke comments that he was actually 

ñperplexedò (diǛpórei, the imperfect of diaporéǾ [1280], to 

severely doubt, hesitate; Luke 9:7) over the differing 

theories of Jesusô identity, some saying He was a 

resurrected John, others, a revived Elijah or a prophet (Luke 

9:7-8). 

[3] According to Josephus (Antiquities, xviii :112), 

Herod Antipas imprisoned John at the request of Herodias 

his wife and beheaded him in a fortress established in 

Machaerus (east of the Dead Sea), a town not mentioned in 

either Testament. Archaeological excavations in Israel show 

that Essenes occupied this area. 

Matthew says Herod, ñhaving captured (kratǛsas, 

the aorist participle of kratéǾ [2902], to arrest) John, bound 

him and placed him in prison for (diá [1223], for the 

reason, because of) Herodiasô sake, his brother Philipôs 

wifeò (a.t.). 

When followed by a noun in the accusative case, 

diá refers to the active reason something is done. Herod 

imprisoned John for Herodiasô sake. In fact, elsewhere we 

read that apart from the perspective of the mob, ñHerod 

feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and 

observed him; and when he heard him, he did many things, 

and heard him gladlyò (Mark 6:20; a.t.). 

[4] Nevertheless, John repeatedly accused Herod 

Antipas and Herodias of adultery, a fact given by the 

imperfect tense of légǾ ([3004], to speak meaningfully). 

Élege is best translated, ñHe was sayingò to Herod, 

meaning, ñHe was accusing.ò 

And John accused Herod Antipas in no uncertain 

terms: ñIt is [absolutely] not lawful (éxestin [1832], from ek 

[1537], out of from within, and eimí [1510], to be; i.e., 

ómorally rightô) for thee to have her.ò John did not mince 

words or hold back on ñall the counsel of Godò (Acts 

20:27), in spite of the danger to his life. 
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[5] Only Johnôs popularity with the people who 

considered him a prophet saved him at that time. Matthew 

informs us that Herod was ñwilling (thélǾn, the present 

participle of thélǾ [2309], desiring) to put [him] to death 

(apokteínai, the aorist infinitive of apokteínǾ [615], to kill; 

the aorist infinitive stressing the idea of once for all), [but] 

he feared the multitude because they considered him as a 

prophetò (a.t.). 

[6] The adversative ñbutò (dé [1161]) here implies 

that a ripe time for Herod to act had arrived. He had wanted 

to strike at John for a long time, but he needed an occasion 

and some special circumstances to offset the multitudeôs 

bias. The day and circumstances came together. On his 

birthday, Herodiasô daughter danced and ñpleased (Ǜresen, 

the aorist tense of aréskǾ [700], to fit, please, incline the 

heart of) Herod.ò 

[7] Did Herod anticipate or even plan this whole 

scenario? By binding himself publicly to a carte blanche, he 

could shift the blame for Johnôs death to the girl. Certainly, 

the multitude would be sympathetic toward a king who kept 

his word. From her request, we know that Herodias wanted 

John dead, but Herod, also, wanted John dead (v. 5). 

[8] And so, prompted by her unscrupulous mother 

Herodias, the daughter requested, ñGive me here (hǾde 

[5602]) John the Baptistôs head on a platterò (a.t.). The 

ñhereò implies ñnowò or ñat this time,ò and could be taken 

as intending to head off any further consideration of the 

matter. Any king, otherwise, would be demeaned by the 

presumption of ñhere and now,ò but Herod was trapped by 

his own words and perhaps considered the whole affair as a 

ñnow or neverò opportunity. 

Another shocking referent is the ñplatter,ò 

something that food and drink are ordinarily served on, yet 

an apt lead-in to a specific judgment of God: ñFor they have 

shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given 

them blood to drink; for they are worthyò (Rev. 16:6). That 

God would give such murderers the blood of the slain to 

satisfy their thirst is not a very pleasant picture but one that 

fits the crime. If they wanted the blood of the innocent so 

desperately, let them drink it! 

What happened to childlike innocence and ethical 

parenting? Is the head of a man on a dinner platter a 

common request from a young girl? Whose idea was this? 

Mark says she asked her mother, Herodias, ñWhat shall I 

ask [for]?ò (Mark 6:24). Then we read here, ñbeing before 

instructed (probibastheísa, the aorist passive participle of 

probibázǾ [4264], to persuade or confirm in advance) of her 

mother.ò What kind of depraved advice to a child is this? 

And what generation of vipers accepts it? As Jesus said 

elsewhere, it would be better for such people to be collared 

with a millstone and cast into the sea before they cause 

some little one to sin (Matt. 18:6). 

[9] ñAnd the king was sorry (elupǛthǛ, the aorist 

passive of the intransitive verb lupéǾ or lupéomai [3076], to 

be grieved).ò Matthew reports this as factðnot pretense. 

But how can this be predicated to the same person who was 

ñwould have put [John] to deathò (v. 5)? 

Certainly, Herodôs mind and will were divided over 

the matter. Intermittently, he believed John to be a ñjust 

man and and holy,ò and he ñheard him gladlyò (Mark 6:20). 

But he more consistently succumbed to the will of his illicit 

lover. Defiling even her own daughter (v. 8), Herodias was 

evidently a master of persuasion.  

Herodôs grief, therefore, is not inconsistent with his 

desire to put John to death. It just shows that while co-

existing with some grain of righteousness and truth, sin 

(lust), apart from the grace of God and stimulated by an evil 

agent (Herodias), overcomes a person (Luke 11:22; 2 Pet. 

2:19-20). The apostle Paul says that there are two kinds of 

grief (lúpǛ), one ñof the worldò that works death and the 

other ñof Godò that works repentance (2 Cor. 7:10). But 

Herod did not repent; evil overcame him, inside and out. 

Perhaps, like Judas, when Herod saw the ultimate 

fruit of his sin, he was sorry, as many people are when they 

finally see how far astray their sin has led them. But this is 

not a sorrow that produces salvation. 

The adversative dé ([1161], but), translated 

ñneverthelessò in the King James Version, introduces 

Herodôs higher will, so to speak. His ultimate decision was 

to conform to the minimal integrity expected of a kingð

keeping a solemn promise. Diá (1223), ñon account of [the 

oath],ò views the promise as a cause and conformity as an 

effect. 

In addition to the oath, a second constraint on 

Herodôs freedom to act existed: ñAnd them which sat with 

(sunanakeiménous, the present participle of sunanákeimai 

[4873] from sún [4862], together; and anákeimai [345], to 

recline, sit down at the table; thus, to sit together with) 

him.ò The oath was public; the request was public; there 

was no way Herod could privately deny the request. The 

presence of even a single subject, not to mention a house 

full of guests, constricted his ability to renegotiate terms. 

So ñhe commanded (ekéleusen [2753]) it to be 

given (dothǛnai, the aorist passive infinitive of dídǾmi 

[1325], to give) her.ò The oath and the presence of guests 

combined to motivate Herod to command this deplorable 

act. 

[10] ñAnd he [Herod] sent, and beheaded 

(apekephálisen, the aorist tense of apokephalízǾ [607], to 

sever the head off the body) John in the prison,ò possibly 

the firstfruits of those ñbeheaded for the witness of Jesusò 

(Rev. 20:4). 

[11] Per the original request, Johnôs head was first 

given to the young girl, who in turn gave it to her mother. 

Some birthday gift this was! 

[12] Johnôs disciples took his body and buried it, 

possibly including his head, and then ñwent and told Jesus.ò  
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Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years, 

was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, and 

authored dozens of exegetical books. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Following God by Wayne Barber 
 

Jesus Loves Me!: Godôs New Seed 

 
There are days when I feel like no one really cares 

about meðI call it having a pity party. Have you ever 

noticed, though, that when you have a pity party no one 

shows up but you?  

Being in the ministry exposes us to some very rude 

and bitter people and, if we are not careful, they begin to 

have their effect on us. E-mails can become ñdrive-by 

shootingsò and it sometimes seems like everywhere we 

look, there is trouble on the horizon headed our way. We 

need to hear those most beautiful words in the Christian 

vocabulary over and over again, ñJesus loves me, this I 

know, for the Bible tells me so!ò If He loves you and me, 

then what else matters? 

Look at what He has done for us! The very word 

ñcovenantò is Godôs way of telling us that He loves us. 

Love, in every culture, is always the basis of entering into a 

covenant relationship with anyone. Love is who God is, and 

it shows us why He does what He does.  

ñFor God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 

but have eternal lifeò (John 3:16). I will never forget the 

day when I understood that it was no longer just ñGod so 

loved the world,ò but also ñGod so loved Wayne.ò Think of 

itðthe God who spoke the world into existence loves us! 

The very character of God is love, as John tells us also in 

his epistle, ñThe one who does not love does not know God, 

for God is loveò (1 John 4:8). 

I am told that a great theologian once spoke at a 

university, and, at the conclusion of his message, he was 

asked, ñwhat is the greatest truth that youôve ever learned?ò 

He said simply, ñJesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible 

tells me so.ò Since God is love, then it makes total sense 

that God would choose the language of covenant from 

manôs vocabulary to explain the relationship that He wants 

with usðthe language of covenant is a love language.   

After Adam sinned in Genesis 3 and, in his sin, 

condemned all mankind with no hope in sight (because we 

are all born of his seed), God promised that there would one 

day be a new seed born of woman that would crush Satan 

and provide for us a new birth and redemption.  

First though, sin had to be dealt with, so God began 

to reveal His plan for our redemption. In Genesis 12, He 

singled out a Chaldean man from Babylon named Abram. 

He cut a unilateral covenant with him by putting him to 

sleep, because He knew that Abram was of the seed of 

Adam and could never fulfill his end of the deal. In this 

covenant, God promised him a land, a nation and reaffirmed 

His promise of a seed!   

Seed determines kind, so there would have to be a 

new seed promised. Years ago, I learned this principle the 

hard way. I was planting some beans, but I did not realize 

they were pole beansðthey would climb the length of the 

pole that you planted them around, and I had picked out 

some 10 to 12 foot poles that it would take a ladder to 

harvest from! Seed always determines kindðif you plant 

peas, you will get peas, etc.   

Man is born of the seed of Adam, which is bad 

seed! Bad seed only produces bad fruit and more bad seed. 

Redemption requires another seed altogether. God ratified 

His covenant to Isaac and then to Jacob, who became Israel 

and had twelve sons who became the 12 tribes of Israel. 

The seed promised to Abram was not Isaac, as it would 

appear, although he was an important part of the promise. It 

would be from the tribe of Judah and the line of David that 

the new seed would get His humanity. Galatians 3:16 tells 

us that Jesus is that seed, the new seed: ñNow the promises 

were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, 

óAnd to seeds,ô as referring to many, but rather to one, óAnd 

to your seed,ô that is, Christ.ò 

God chose to send His Son into this world, the God 

Man, the new seed, so that you and I could be redeemed 

from the curse of the old seed and be born again into the 

newness of His life.  He loves us! Hold your head up; 

remember what God has done and who you are in Christ. 

No one can take that away from you. Jesus loves me, this I 

know, for the Bible tells me so! 

 

Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown 

Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Believerôs Inheritance 
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
 

ñIn Him also we have obtained an inheritanceéò 

(Eph. 1:10b-11a). 

When Jesus gave Himself for us, He gave us all the 

rights and privileges which went with Himself; so that now, 

although as eternal God, He has essential rights to which no 

creature may venture to pretend, yet as Jesus, the Mediator, 

the federal Head of the covenant of grace, He has no 

heritage apart from us. All the glorious consequences of His 

obedience unto death are the joint riches of all who are in 

Him, and on whose behalf He accomplished the divine will.  

See, He enters into glory, but not for Himself alone, 

for it is written, ñwhere Jesus has entered as a forerunnerò 

(Heb. 6:20). Does He stand in the presence of God? He 

entered into heaven ñto appear in the presence of God for 

usò (Heb. 9:24). Consider this, believer. You have no right 

to heaven in yourselfðyour right lies in Christ. If you are 

pardoned, it is through His blood. If you are justified, it is 

through His righteousness. If you are sanctified, it is 

because He is made of God unto you sanctification. If you 

shall be kept from falling, it will be because you are 

preserved in Christ Jesus. If you are perfected at the last, it 

will be because you are complete in Him.  

Thus Jesus is magnified, for all is in Him and by 

Him. Thus the inheritance is made certain to us, for it is 

obtained in Him. Thus each blessing is the sweeter, and 

even heaven itself the brighter, because it is Jesus our 

Beloved ñin whomò we have obtained all.  

Where is the man who shall estimate our divine 

portion? Weigh the riches of Christ in scales, and His 

treasure in balances, and then think to count the treasures 

which belong to the saints. Reach the bottom of Christôs sea 

of joy, and then hope to understand the bliss which God 

hath prepared for them that love Him. Overleap the 

boundaries of Christôs possessions, and then dream of a 

limit to the fair inheritance of the elect. ñAll things belong 

to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to 

Godò (1 Cor. 3:22b-23). 

From Morning and Evening 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892), ñthe Prince of 

Preachers,ò was a renowned pastor and author who served 

as pastor of Londonôs Metropolitan Tabernacle for 38 years. 

His works are still widely read today 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Words to Stand You on Your Feet by Joe McKeever 

 
Leave Room for Your People to Grow 
 

A few weeks ago, I finished reading John Ortbergôs 

new book Know Doubt, in which he makes a strong case for 

allowing for uncertainty in our people (and in us!) as they 

grow in Christ. I enjoyed it, wrote a blog about its best 

insights, and laid it aside. 

What I was not expecting is that the Lord was not 

through teaching me on this subject. 

The other day, I ran across a well-read and dog-

eared copy of the 1980 book by Philip Yancey and Paul 

Brand which created quite a stir back then. Fearfully and 

Wonderfully Made (the title is a reference to Psalm 139:14) 

celebrates the human body and the infinite wisdom of its 

Creator. Again and again, this medical doctor (Brand) and 

his outstanding writer (Yancey) reveal insights as to how 

our bodies are made and work and grow. They present 

spiritual truths and draw scriptural lessons from the 

miraculous aspects in the working of our bodies. 

One insight in particular caught my attention, one 

that had to do with the Ortberg book on growing through 

our uncertainties. 

Newborn babies have 350 bones in their body, 

according to Dr. Brand. Gradually, these fuse together until 

the adult human ends up with 206 bones. ñBut many of the 

babyôs bones are soft and pliable, hardly showing the 

qualities of bone. The birth event would be impossible if a 

baby were not so compressible and flexible.ò 

Brand remembers the time when he came to Christ. 

ñAs a newborn Christian my faith was soft and pliable, 

consisting of vaguely understood beliefs about God and my 

need for Him. Over time God has used the Bible and other 

Christians to help ossify (harden) the framework of my 

faith.ò 

The problem here is that many churches will not 

allow newborn babies in Christ to grow and develop in 

ways that are natural and healthy. Anyone doubting the 

doctrines they espouse and preach is treated as a foreign 

object within the body (the church) and dealt with as the 

enemy. Brand says, ñNew believers need time for the bones 

of their faith to strengthen.ò 

New believers will frequently go through stages of 

doubt. New believers will try on various beliefs about God 
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and the Bible, Christ and the Church. New believers will 

often interact with their friends who are unsaved and 

perhaps skeptical about religion, with professors who are 

frequently hostile to the possibility of God existing or the 

Bible being true, and with people of other religions whom 

they know and respect. New believers need room to think, 

time to grow, and a support team to help them work through 

matters. 

What new believers in Christ do not need is to be 

rejected for their questions. As one friend of mine told her 

preacher, ñIôm just a wondering sheep, not a wandering 

one. I hope you can tell the difference.ò Not every pastor 

can. 

What new believers in Christ do not need is to be 

made examples and to be fawned over too early before they 

get matters in their lives in proper order. If they stumble 

after being celebrated, they may become too embarrassed to 

return to church. 

What new believers in Christ do not need is to be 

thrust into responsible positions of church leadership. 

Pastors should not be new converts or novices, Paul tells us 

in 1 Timothy 3:6. Again, he says, ñDo not lay hands upon 

anyone too hastilyò (1 Tim. 5:22). 

Somewhere I read where a pastor in the Las Vegas 

community told how after he leads a showgirl to the Lord, 

often itôs several months before she reaches the point in her 

spiritual growth where she makes the break with the old life 

and quits that line of work. 

Our oldest son weighed 9 pounds 9 ounces when he 

was born. Growing up, he was always larger than other 

children his age. In his mid-teens, he grew so fast, his legs 

and arms hurt. The pediatrician told us the bones were 

growing faster than the ligaments and tendons could keep 

up, so the pressure at the joints was causing him pain. It's 

the first time I knew that ñgrowing painsò could be literal 

and physical. 

Godôs word commands us to ñgrow in the grace 

and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christò (2 Pet. 

3:18). Thatôs a command for us. Itôs also a reminder to us 

pastors to allow room and create conditions conducive to 

growth in Christ. 

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist Pastor from 

New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at 

www.joemckeever.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Jewels from Past Giants 
 

Authority and the Adventurer: The Church as Our Instructor  

By G.K. Chesterton 
 

Editorôs Note: This piece is taken from the 

conclusion to Chestertonôs 1908 classic, Orthodoxy, with 

some sections removed for length and flow and edited 

slightly for modern spelling and terminology. 
 I have now said enough to show (to anyone to 

whom such an explanation is essential) that I have in the 

ordinary arena of apologetics, a ground of belief. In pure 

records of experiment (if these be taken democratically 

without contempt or favor) there is evidence first, that 

miracles happen, and second that the nobler miracles belong 

to our tradition. But I will not pretend that this curt 

discussion is my real reason for accepting Christianity 

instead of taking the moral good of Christianity as I should 

take it out of Confucianism. 

 I have another far more solid and central ground for 

submitting to it as a faith, instead of merely picking up hints 

from it as a scheme. And that is this: that the Christian 

Church in its practical relation to my soul is a living 

teacher, not a dead one. It not only certainly taught me 

yesterday, but will almost certainly teach me tomorrow.  

Plato has told you a truth; but Plato is dead. 

Shakespeare has startled you with an image; but 

Shakespeare will not startle you with any more. But 

imagine what it would be like to live with such men still 

living, to know that Plato might break out with an original 

lecture tomorrow, or that at any moment, Shakespeare 

might shatter everything with a single song. The man who 

lives in contact with what he believes to be a living Church 

is a man always expecting to meet Plato and Shakespeare 

tomorrow at breakfast. He is always expecting to see some 

truth that he has never seen before.  

There is one only other parallel to this position, and 

that is the parallel of the life in which we all began. When 

your father told you, walking about the garden, that bees 

stung or that roses smelled sweet, you did not talk of taking 

the best out of his philosophy. When the bees stung you, 

you did not call it an entertaining coincidence. When the 

rose smelled sweet you did not say, ñMy father is a rude, 

barbaric symbol enshrining (perhaps unconsciously) the 

deep delicate truths that flowers smell.ò No: you believed 

your father, because you had found him to be a living 

fountain of facts, a thing that really knew more than you; a 

thing that would tell you truth tomorrow as well as today.  

And if this was true of your father, it was even truer 

of your mother; at least it was true of mine, to whom this 

book is dedicated. For I remember with certainty this fixed 

psychological fact; that the very time when I was most 

under a womanôs authority, I was most full of flame and 

http://www.joemckeever.com/
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adventure. Exactly because when my mother said that ants 

bit, they did bite, and because snow did come in winter (as 

she said); therefore the whole world was to me a fairyland 

of wonderful fulfillments, and it was like living in some 

Hebraic age, when prophecy after prophecy came true.  

I went out as a child into the garden, and it was a 

terrible place to me, precisely because I had a clue to it: if I 

had held no clue it would not have been terrible, but tame. 

A mere unmeaning wilderness is not even impressive, but 

the garden of childhood was fascinating, exactly because 

everything had a fixed meaning which could be found out 

in its turn. Inch by inch I might discover what was the 

purpose of that ugly shape called a rake; or form some 

shadowy conjecture as to why my parents kept a cat. 

 So, since I have accepted Christendom as a mother 

and not merely as a chance example, I have found Europe 

and the world once more like the little garden where I stared 

at the symbolic shapes of cat and rake; I look at everything 

with the old elfish ignorance and expectancy. This or that 

rite or doctrine may look as ugly and ordinary as a rake; but 

I have found by experience that such things end somehow 

in grass and flowers. A clergyman may be apparently as 

useless as a cat, but he is also as fascinating, for there must 

be some strange reason for his existence. 

This, therefore, is, in conclusion, my reason for 

accepting the religion and not merely the scattered and 

secular truths out of the religion. I do it because the thing 

has not merely told this truth or that truth, but has revealed 

itself as a truth-telling thing. All other philosophies say 

things that plainly seem to be true; only this philosophy has 

again and again said the thing that does not seem to be true, 

but is true. Alone of all creeds it is convincing where it is 

not attractive; it turns out to be right, like my father in the 

garden.  

Theosophists, for instance, will preach an obviously 

attractive idea like reincarnation; but if we wait for its 

logical results, they are spiritual superciliousness and the 

cruelty of caste. For if a man is a beggar by his own 

prenatal sins, people will tend to despise the beggar. But 

Christianity preaches an obviously unattractive idea, such 

as original sin; but when we wait for its results, they are 

pathos and brotherhood, and a thunder of laughter and pity; 

for only with original sin can we at once pity the beggar and 

distrust the king.  

Men of science offer us health, an obvious benefit; 

it is only afterwards that we discover that by health they 

mean bodily slavery and spiritual tedium. Orthodoxy makes 

us jump by the sudden brink of hell; it is only afterwards 

that we realize that jumping was an athletic exercise highly 

beneficial to our health. It is only afterwards that we realize 

that this danger is the root of all drama and romance.  

The strongest argument for the divine grace is 

simply its ungraciousness. The unpopular parts of 

Christianity turn out when examined to be the very props of 

the people. The outer ring of Christianity is a rigid guard of 

ethical abnegations and professional ministers; but inside 

that inhuman guard you will find the old human life 

dancing like children, and drinking wine like men; for 

Christianity is the only frame for pagan freedom. But in the 

modern philosophy the case is opposite; it is its outer ring 

that is obviously artistic and emancipated; its despair is 

within.  

 And its despair is this, that it does not really believe 

that there is any meaning in the universe; therefore it cannot 

hope to find any romance. Its romances will have no plots. 

A man cannot expect any adventures in the land of anarchy, 

but a man can expect any number of adventures if he goes 

travelling in the land of authority. One can find no 

meanings in a jungle of skepticism, but the man will find 

more and more meanings who walks through a forest of 

doctrine and design. Here everything has a story tied to its 

tail, like the tools or pictures in my fathersô house; for it is 

my fatherôs house. I end where I beganðat the right end. I 

have entered at least the gate of all good philosophy. I have 

come into my second childhood. 

 But this larger and more adventurous Christian 

universe has one final mark difficult to express; yet as a 

conclusion of the whole matter I will attempt to express it. 

All the real argument about religion turns on the question of 

whether a man who was born upside down can tell when he 

comes right way up. The primary paradox of Christianity is 

that the ordinary condition of man is not his sane or sensible 

condition; that the normal itself is an abnormality. That is 

the inmost philosophy of the fall.  

This is the prime paradox of our religion; 

something that we have never in any full sense known, is 

not only better than ourselves, but even more natural to us 

than ourselves. And there is really no test of this except the 

merely experimental one with which these pages began, the 

test of the padded cell and the open door. It is only since I 

have known orthodoxy that I have known mental 

emancipation. But, in conclusion, it has one special 

application to the ultimate idea of joy. 

 It is said that Paganism is a religion of joy and 

Christianity of sorrow; it would be just as easy to prove that 

Paganism is pure sorrow and Christianity pure joy. Such 

conflicts mean nothing and lead nowhere. Everything 

human must have in it both joy and sorrow; the only matter 

of interest is the manner in which the two things are 

balanced or divided. And the really interesting thing is this, 

that the pagan was (in the main) happier and happier as he 

approached the earth, but sadder and sadder as he 

approached the heavens.  

The gaiety of the best Paganism, as in the 

playfulness of Catullus or Theocritus, is, indeed, an eternal 

gaiety never to be forgotten by a grateful humanity. But it is 

all a gaiety about the facts of life, not about its origin. To 

the pagan, the small things are as sweet as the small brooks 
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breaking out of the mountain; but the broad things are as 

bitter as the sea. When the pagan looks at the very core of 

the cosmos he is struck cold. Behind the gods, who are 

merely despotic, sit the fates, which are deadly. Nay, the 

fates are worse than deadly; they are dead.  

And when rationalists say that the ancient world 

was more enlightened than the Christian, from their point of 

view they are right. For when they say ñenlightenedò they 

mean darkened with incurable despair. It is profoundly true 

that the ancient world was more modern than the Christian. 

The common bond is in the fact that ancients and moderns 

have both been miserable about existence, about everything, 

while medieval were happy about that at least.  

I freely grant that the pagans, like the moderns, 

were only miserable about everythingðthey were quite 

jolly about everything else. But if the question turns on the 

primary point of the cosmos, then there was more cosmic 

contentment in the narrow and bloody streets of Florence 

than in the theater of Athens or the open garden of 

Epicurus. Giotto lived in a gloomier town than Euripides, 

but he lived in a gayer universe. 

 The mass of men have been forced to be happy 

about the little things, but sad about the big ones. 

Nevertheless (I offer my last dogma defiantly) it is not 

native to man to be so. Man is more himself, more manlike, 

when joy is the fundamental thing to him, and grief the 

superficial. Melancholy should be an innocent interlude, a 

tender and fugitive frame of mind; praise should be the 

permanent pulsation of the soul. Pessimism is at best an 

emotional half-holiday; joy is the uproarious labor by which 

all things live.  

Yet, according to the apparent estate of man as seen 

by the pagan or the agnostic it must be contracted, it must 

cling to one corner of the world. Grief ought to be a 

concentration; but for the agnostic its desolation is spread 

through an unthinkable eternity. This is what I call being 

born upside-down. The skeptic may truly be said to be 

topsy-turvy; for his feet are dancing upwards in idle 

ecstasies while his brain is in the abyss. To the modern man 

the heavens are actually below the earth. The explanation is 

simple; he is standing on his head; which is a very weak 

pedestal to stand on. But when he has found his feet again 

he knows it.  

Christianity satisfies suddenly and perfectly manôs 

ancestral instinct for being the right way up; satisfies it 

supremely in this; that by its creed joy becomes something 

gigantic and sadness something special and small. The vault 

above us is not deaf because the universe is an idiot; the 

silence is not the heartless silence of an endless and aimless 

world. Rather the silence around us is a small and pitiful 

stillness like the prompt stillness in a sick room.  

We are perhaps permitted tragedy as a sort of 

merciful comedy: because the frantic energy of divine 

things would knock us down like a drunken farce. We can 

take our own tears more lightly than we could take the 

tremendous levities of the angels. So we sit perhaps in a 

starry chamber of silence, while the laughter of the heavens 

is too loud for us to hear.  

 Joy, which was the small publicity of the pagan, is 

the gigantic secret of the Christian. And as I close this 

chaotic volume I open again the strange small book from 

which all Christianity came; and I am again haunted by a 

kind of confirmation. The tremendous figure which fills the 

Gospels towers in this respect, as in every other, above all 

the thinkers who ever thought themselves tall.  

His pathos was natural, almost casual. The Stoics, 

ancient and modern, were proud of concealing their tears. 

He never concealed His tears; He showed them plainly on 

His open face at any daily sight, such as the far sight of His 

native city. Yet He concealed something. Solemn supermen 

and imperial diplomatists are proud of restraining their 

anger. He never restrained His anger. He flung furniture 

down the front steps of the Temple, and asked men how 

they expected to escape the damnation of Hell. Yet he 

restrained something.  

I say it with reverence; there was in that shattering 

personality a thread that must be called shyness. There was 

something that He hid from all men when He went up to a 

mountain to pray. There was something that He covered 

constantly by abrupt silence or impetuous isolation. There 

was some one thing that was too great for God to show us 

when He walked upon our earth; and I have sometimes 

fancied that it was His mirth. 

 

G. K. (Gilbert Keith) Chesterton (1874-1936) was a 

prominent British author, philosopher, editor, and social 

critic. While in early life he was, at best, a nominal 

Christian (even dabbling in the occult as a young man), by 

his 30s he had become a quite devoted believer and spent 

much of his later career promoting and defending the faith. 

Orthodoxy, from which this piece is excerpted, is perhaps 

his best known apologetic work, and his 1925 book The 

Everlasting Man is cited by C.S. Lewis as a major force in 

his own conversion. Chestertonôs other works include 

hundreds of essays, several novels, and the Father Brown 

series of short detective stories. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Marks of the Master by the Old Scot 

 
Hard-Working Bird: Australiaôs Mallee Fowl 

 

What is it that looks like a turkey and works like a 

horse? Actually, nothing exactly matches those 

qualifications, but the Mallee Fowl of Australia comes 

close. 

 It is only the male of the species that works so 

strenuously, though his mate also labors intensively in her 

own way. The Mallee cock puts in up to eleven months of 

hard labor every year, striving to cope with a unique 

problem presented by his hen. 

 The problem is the size of her eggs. She is about 

the size of a domestic chicken, and weighs perhaps three 

and a half pounds. Her eggs, however, are more than three 

times the size of chicken eggs, weighing about half a pound 

each. Since the nest contains eight to ten eggs at a time 

throughout the laying season, Poppa Malleeôs problem is 

that there is no way Mrs. Mallee can cover all those eggs to 

keep them at hatching temperature. 

 The cockôs solution is the reason he is also called 

ñthe incubator birdò or ñthe mound-builder.ò Since his mate 

cannot possibly hatch all the eggs, he arranges an artificial 

incubator from sand and damp vegetation. But in the desert 

interior of Australia, even this presents a problemðand that 

is why his work continues through so many months. 

 He begins in the winter, months before the egg-

laying season, by digging a circular pit about six feet across 

and three feet deep. Into this pit he piles all the plant 

material he can scavenge within a fifty-yard radius. After 

the winter rains have soaked the leaves and bits of brush, he 

covers the pile with a layer of sand. As the damp mulch 

begins to decompose fermentation sets in, giving off 

quantities of heat. 

 For the next four months, the cock Mallee tends his 

ñcooker,ò uncovering the pile periodically to turn and stir 

the mixture and vent off excess heat and moisture. When 

itôs time for his mate to begin laying, his incubator is ready 

for occupancy. (If he had waited until spring to begin his 

preparations, all would have been in vain, for normally 

there are no rains in the spring, and thus there would have 

been no fermentation.) 

 We might imagine that after the egg-laying has 

commenced, he could take a well-deserved brief rest, but 

such is not the case. Instead, his routine becomes even more 

demanding because now he must keep the nest at a constant 

91 degrees. During the spring, night and morning 

temperatures are low, while afternoons are usually warm. 

Consequently, he is constantly busy, either building up the 

sand layer atop the next to hold in heat or removing sand to 

prevent overheating. 

 To aid him in his determination as to what is 

needed at any given moment, he has a remarkably accurate 

ñthermometerò built into his mouth. If we were to observe 

him at work, we would see him frequently pause to dig his 

beak into the pile for a mouthful of sand. He lets this sift 

slowly out the sides of his bill as he takes the nestôs 

temperature. 

 As spring gives way to summer, the heat potential 

of the mulch falls off. This is fortunate, for now solar heat 

not only replaces the nestôs internal source but also brings 

new problems. Now, the blazing noontime sun would cook 

the eggs in short order if they were not protected. Father 

Mallee does this by adding more sand, as long as this is 

feasible. But when the layer reaches a thickness of about 

three feet, his limit is reached. By this time he has moved 

almost twenty cubic yards of sand and earth, using only his 

claws. Some of this mass he must remove and replace twice 

a dayðmaking it thinner when the precious eggs require 

more heat from the morning sun, and thicker when the sun 

beats down too strongly. 

 By midsummer, however, this system is no longer 

adequate to protect the eggs. So Poppa Mallee installs a 

ñrefrigeration system.ò In the morning, when breezes are 

cool, he spreads out large quantities of the sand covering to 

cool. Then, before the sun gets too hot, he digs troughs in 

the remaining cover and fills them with the cool sand, 

adding additional top cover for insulation. 

 By the time fall arrives, most of the clutch of eggs 

will have hatched but there will still be several of the last-

laid eggs not yet ready. Now Poppa Mallee has the reverse 

of the midsummer problem: his eggs are in danger of 

growing too cold. He solves this by reversing his summer 

strategy: Instead of introducing cool sand into the next 

environment in the morning, he now brings in warm sand in 

the afternoonðhaving made sure of a supply by spreading 

sand out to heat while the sun was high. 

 Throughout all these long months of intensive 

labor, Mrs. Mallee hardly raises a feather to help. But we 

must remember that she is laying eggs at approximately 

weekly intervals, each of which takes from her about twelve 

percent of her bodily resources. The thirty-five eggs she 

typically lays in a season equal more than four-and-one-half 

times her own weight!  
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 Ironically, all of the Mallee Fowlsô work is 

expended upon the unhatched eggs. After they leave the 

shells, the chicks are entirely upon their ownðand life 

presents a struggle at the outset. After breaking out of the 

shell they must burrow out of the incubator mound. Many 

are not equal to the task, and suffocate. Those that succeed 

are generally so exhausted that it is all they can do to crawl 

to the shelter of the nearest shrub. But, after a rest, they 

scurry off, and within a day or two are well able to look 

after themselves. 

 Most chicks never see their parents, and certainly 

they learn nothing from them about the techniques of 

mound-building. Yet when their times comes to mate and 

reproduce, they somehow know exactly what they must do. 

 How shall we explain this? Instinct is the answer, 

of courseðbut where does it come from? Remember that 

the incubator mound must be kept at a constant temperature 

for about seven months, through a succession of seasonal 

changes and daily temperature cycles. The cock Mallee 

Fowl cannot afford even one lapse, for it could kill the eggs. 

 But the important consideration is that this has 

always been a strict necessity in every generationðelse 

there would have been no following generation. In other 

words, they had to be equipped with the specialized 

knowledge needed for survival from the very first. There 

was never time for trial-and-error development of the 

technique. 

 There is only one way these incubator birds could 

have come by the skills they have to have, and that is for 

Someone to instill the fully-developed instinct in them. That 

Someone is God. The Bible says He created each type of 

animal, each variety of life, ñafter its kind.ò That is to say, 

He made each species to fit its particular niche in our world. 

He created a place for each, and each for its place. 

 That is true of you and me, also. The Apostle Paul 

spoke of Godôs creation with these words: ñGod that made 

the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of 

heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 

neither is worshipped with menôs hands, as though He 

needed any thing, seeing He giveth to all life and breath 

and all things; and hath made of one blood all nations of 

men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 

determined the times before appointed and the bounds of 

their habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply 

they might feel after Him and find Him, though he be not far 

from every one of us; for in him we live and move, and have 

our beingò (Acts 17:24-28). 

 God is nearby, even this very moment. Let us honor 

Him as our Maker and worship Him as our God. 

 

The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in  

Newberg, Oregon with his wife, Marga 

 

Sources: 

The Mysterious Senses of Animals, Vitus B. Droscher, E.P. 

Dutton, NY, 1965, pp. 30-36. 

Grzimekòs Animal Encyclopedia, Bernhard Grzimek, Van 

Nostrand Reinhold Co., NY & London, 1975, Vol. 7, pp. 

432-435. 

Encyclopedia Britannica, 15
th
 Ed., Micropaedia Vol. 7, p. 

1011. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel 

 
Watching the Lord Move, in Uganda and in Our Church 
By Jimmy Stribling 
 

Editorôs Note: From time to time, the best way to 

highlight what God is doing around the world through 

AMG International is to hear directly from those volunteers 

who are often the hands and feet of our ministry. This 

month, Jimmy Stribling from Hoffmantown Church in 

Albuquerque, N.M., shares his experiences with AMG in 

Uganda. 

In 2007 I signed up with Hoffmantown Church for 

an AMG International mission trip to Uganda; I was the 

only one to sign up from our church, but I went along with 

15 believers from other churches that August. 

On this trip, I made a home visit with a child who is 

sponsored by a friend of mine from Hoffmantown. As far as 

I know, she was the only child sponsored by a member of 

our church at that time. I will never forget the joy expressed 

by that childðthat visit is the reason that I am involved 

with the AMG child sponsorship program.    

What I noticed most during this trip was how our 

God has used people to help the children and their families 

in Uganda. Hoffmantown Church has since then played a 

major role. Today, 70 members of Hoffmantown are 

sponsoring 89 children there. Fourteen people from 

Hoffmantown have gone on subsequent AMG mission trips 

to Uganda. 

During a January 2009 trip, after visiting a family, 

we saw 11-year-old Solomy crawling around in the dirt as 

she was unable to walk. She was born prematurely with a 

crippled leg and had never attended school. Team member 

George Miller asked that she be enrolled in the AMG 

sponsorship program. George and his wife Diane are now 

sponsoring her. They also contributed $500 for her medical 
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needs. We visited her and I presented her with some 

gifts. She is now walking with some assistance, and expects 

to fully walk without assistance in the future. She is now in 

school and is excelling in her class. She is so happy; her 

self-esteem has been restored. Praise the Lord! 

While in Igamba, Uganda, that January, the main 

prayer concern was building a medical clinic. When team 

member Doug Hanson returned home, his 93 year-old 

mother asked what she could do for the program. Doug told 

about the need for the clinic. Mrs. Mindy Hanson has been 

saving pennies all her life for a rainy day. She told Doug 

she would provide half funding if he would provide the 

other half. Doug and wife were on our most recent trip, and 

we all attended the dedication of the beautiful new medical 

clinic. Mindy works weekly as a volunteer at AMGôs 

Chattanooga, Tenn., office. 

 On that same January trip, Paul Gustafson taught 

some families biblical principles in handling money and 

how they might establish a small, growing business. He and 

others entrusted AMG Uganda with money to assist certain 

families in this endeavor. On my last trip, I saw two grocery 

stands that had been established from these funds. 

 Mary Hosler, another team member, visited her 

sponsored child on the most recent trip, and, thanks to 

entrusted funds, their house had a new roof (the house had 

no roof last year). Hoffmantown members have provided 

families with over 100 goats or other farm animals to 

supplement their income. During home visits, families 

showed us their farm animals, many of which have 

offspring, with pride 

During one trip, we provided leadership at a youth 

camp that was attended by 218 AMG sponsored high school 

students. Many of these youths were in their early twenties 

as they were unable to attend school before receiving AMG 

sponsorship. The week was spent in the study of 1 John 

with the theme of ñIgnite Your Passion for Jesus.ò After an 

adult presented a lecture, we broke up into small groups of 

about 20 people. The studentsô main prayers were for a 

closer walk with Jesus, doing well in school, a chance to go 

to college (or get a good job), and salvation for their family 

and loved ones.  

Many of these students are from Muslin 

backgrounds, and tribal witchcraft is practiced by many of 

their families. After acceptance into the AMG sponsorship 

program, the love of God is shown through the money and 

support of sponsoring families as well as through the AMG 

staff.  In time, most students are drawn into a personal 

relationship with God. In the closing session, seven students 

prayed to receive Christ as their Savior.  

During the second week of our last trip, the ladies 

of our team met with the AMG staff ladies to assist with the 

Dorcas Ministry. This outreach, started by Mrs. Florence 

Musiime (wife of AMG Uganda director Rueben Musiime), 

involves all of AMGôs female staff and provides adolescent 

girls with health tips for personal hygiene, spiritual 

guidance and discipleship, and counseling services. The 

Womenôs Ministry of our church has significantly 

contributed to this ministry, and Florence is praying about 

starting a scholarship fund for the Dorcas girls.  

My joy from these mission trips did not end at my 

departure. The first ever AMG International Uganda Bible 

Exposition Conference took place in April 2009 with 120 

participants. Our pastor, Wayne Barber, was the lead 

speaker. Wayne plans to  return in 2010, accompanied by 

another ministry team. Two other mission teams are being 

formed to go in coming months as wellðone will be a 

construction team to help build the new Camp El Har 

orphanage, and one will be a medical team.  

In Uganda, I have witnessed what a second chance 

in life will do for a childðjoy, happiness, self esteem, 

hope, and praising our Lord for His mercies. The sad part is 

seeing so many needy children just outside the gates of the 

childcare centers desiring to be a part of the AMG program; 

there are thousands of children throughout Uganda with 

similar needs. The cost of sponsoring a child is $28 per 

month. Your sponsorship will provide a child living in 

extreme poverty with that second chance.  

 

If you are interested in sponsorship or in getting 

your church involved in missions with AMG, please contact 

us at: AMG International, ñAttn: Mission Adventures,ò 

6815 Shallowford Rd., Chattanooga, TN 37421,  

(800) 251-7206 

www.amginternational.org 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Reviews 
 

The Leadership Ellipse: Shaping How We Lead By 

Who We Are, Robert A. Fryling, 2010, InterVarsity Press, 

Downers Grove, Ill., ISBN 9780830835386, 221 pages, 

$17.00, softcover. 

 

 A friend of mine said the other day that one of his 

pet peeves is the proliferation of books on spirituality in 

which an author seems to assume that the unique and 

powerful way that God has drawn him or her into renewed 

relationship with Him is a standard template that every 

believer should be shoehorned into. I share that sentiment, 

and it extends also to books about leadership, management, 

or any of the other aspects of life that are far too complex to 

be summed up in 200 pages and packaged for quick sale. 

http://www.amginternational.org/
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 With that in mind, I reluctantly picked up The 

Leadership Ellipse, and was quite surprised by what I 

foundða book on leadership which not only does not try to 

force the reader into the latest model but challenges the 

very assumption that leaders can or should be ñformattedò 

like that. 

 Fryling builds his controlling metaphor, the ellipse, 

in contrast to the success-driven ñbullôs-eyeò approach to 

leadership. A bullôs-eye, he writes, is focused on a single 

point, with everything else radiating out from it. Such an 

approach, with ñproductivityò or ñeffectivenessò as the 

target fails the Christian leader miserably, sacrificing 

spiritual development for outcomes and ultimately resulting 

in burnout. An ellipse, on the other hand, is a geometric 

shape centered on two separate foci. In the bookôs 

terminology, the ñleadership ellipseò is a balanced approach 

to ministry with one focus representing our inner, spiritual 

life and relationship to God, and the other focus 

representing our outer, organizational, active life.  

 Fryling addresses both foci, reminding leaders that 

ignorance of the condition of their hearts and their walk 

with God hinders the kingdom value of their work. By the 

same token, he encourages readers to vigorously apply their 

spiritual lives to the active work of ministry, that rest and 

meditation are not ends in themselves but God-given 

respites to replenish our hearts for the work to which He 

calls us. 

 The Leadership Ellipse was a good reminder to me 

of the importance of stepping back to take stock of our 

work in the Lordôs service and remembering that the Lord 

called us first as His disciples, then as leaders. Read it, and 

be refreshed. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: Pastors/Church leaders 

Type: Leadership/Spirituality  

Take: Recommended 

 

 

John, R. C. Sproul, 2009, Reformation Trust Publishing, 

Lake Mary, Fla., ISBN 9781567691856, 414 pages, $27.00, 

hardcover. 

 Theologian R. C. Sproul, founder and chairman of 

Ligonier Ministries and author of books such as The 

Holiness of God and Chosen by God, has since 1997 filled 

the pulpit of St. Andrewôs Chapel in Sanford, Florida. His 

latest books are collections of expository sermons on books 

of the Bible compiled in the St. Andrews Expositional 

Commentary Series. The first work in the series, on 

Romans, was published in October, and the commentary on 

John followed in December. 

 Sproul is noted for taking the complex and 

powerful truths of Scripture and distilling them into an 

understandable form without diluting them. This 

commentary on John carries on that tradition, exploring the 

bookôs key themes with a clear focus on Johnôs portrayal of 

Christ as God incarnate. 

 Whereas many commentaries go extremely deep 

into the text, mining the precious words of Scripture for 

hidden gems, Sproulôs John stays closer to the surface. That 

is not to say that it is shallow, however. His focus is not to 

further enlighten the serious student, but to ñbreak the bread 

of lifeò for a congregation, equipping them to understand 

and apply the message of the Gospel.  

 Given the seriesô origin and focus, this commentary 

does not cover much new ground from an exegetical 

standpoint. What it does bring to the vast family of 

faithfully exposited discussions of the Word is a well 

outlined big-picture study of John that any believer can dive 

into and be blessed by. Pastors, too, may find John and 

subsequent books in the series helpful as they develop their 

own expositional sermons to equip their congregations for 

ministry. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: All  

Type: Commentary 

Take: Recommended 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Helpsðfresh from Sermonhall.com 
 

Outline 
Lessons from a Blind Man 
Mark 10:46-52   

I. He Took Personal Initiative (vv. 46-47) 

A. Someone told the blind man about Jesus. 

B. Once he learned Jesus was passing by, he did not 

wait for someone to lead him to Jesus! He was desperate! 

 People aren't desperate enough!  

C. All need to take personal initiative. 

II. He Persisted over Obstacles (v. 48) 

A. Blindness.  

B. People.  

C. People often use obstacles as excuses. Are we as 

desperate for Jesus as Bartimaeus was?  

III. He Responded Promptly to Christ's Invitation (vv. 49-

50).  

A. The invitation was first issued by Jesus: ñCall 

him.ò 

B. Invitation was relayed by others. Same now.  
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C. The invitation to come was accepted 

immediately. 

IV. He Exercised Powerful Faith (vv. 51-52a) 

A. Verbal confession: ñI want to see.ò  

B. Did not say, ñif you can?ò Simple, yet powerful 

faith.  

V. He Followed the Path of Jesus (v. 52b) 

A. Immediately he was cured and immediately he 

followed Jesus!  

B. No longer desperate, now he is grateful/thankful! 

Conclusion: What about you! You will stand before God to 

give an account. No excuses, no finger pointing. Are you 

desperate enough for Jesus? Salvation & service.  

Bob McCutcheon 

 

Illustration  
Christian Treatment of Enemies 

A poor widow, who was a washerwoman, partly 

depended for support upon the produce of her garden. In it 

was a peach tree, the fruit of which was coveted by some 

boys of the village. Accordingly, one night they entered the 

garden to rob the tree. The widow had, however, made a 

timely gathering of her fruit that day. In revenge for their 

disappointment, the wicked lads turned some swine into the 

garden, which, by morning, had wrought havoc among the 

poor woman's vegetables and made her suffer in 

consequence through the winter.  

In looking at the desolation, she picked up a knife 

with a name engraved on the handle. It was the name of a 

village boy whom she knew, and whom she thus recognized 

as the cause of her loss. However, nothing was said about 

the matter. During the ensuing months, a revival took place 

in the village in question, and among those who became 

convicted of sin was the owner of the knife. Becoming 

converted, he obeyed his conscience by going to the widow 

and confessing the wrong he had done her. Thereupon she 

told him she had long known it, and showed him his knife.  

ñBut why did you not inform the authorities about 

me, and make me pay the damage?ò he asked.  

ñThere was a more excellent way,ò she said; ñI took 

that.ò  

ñWhat was it?ò asked the lad.  

ñTo pray for you, in accordance with the Master's 

directions.ò So the widow had her ñrevengeò. 

Author Unkown 

 

Bulletin Inserts 
On the Gospel 
The world has many religions; it has but one gospel.  

George Owen 

 

The glorious gospel of the grace of God is the profound 

heritage of the church in its ministry to a lost world.  

William E. Gilroy, via The Book of Living Quotations 

 

The gospel does not consist of what we can do for 

ourselves, but of what God stands ready to do for us.  

 

The gospel is only good news if it gets there in time.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

News Update 
 
European Court Rules against Turkey's Religion ID  

Compass Direct News reports that a European court 

on Feb. 2 ordered Turkey to remove the religious affiliation 

section from citizensô identification cards, calling the 

practice a violation of human rights.  

Religious minorities, in Turkey have faced 

discrimination because of the mandatory religion 

declaration on their identification cards, which was 

enforced until 2006. Since then, citizens are allowed to 

leave the ñReligionò section of their IDs blank.  

The ruling by the European Court of Human Rights 

ñis a good thing,ò said Zekai Tanyar, president of the 

Turkish Protestant Alliance, citing prejudices against 

Christian converts. ñ[Religion on the ID] can cost people 

their jobs,ò he said. ñIt has been known to affect whether 

they get a job or not, how people look at them, whether they 

are accepted for a post or an application of some sort. 

Therefore I think [the ruling] is a good and appropriate 

thing.ò 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

At tacks on Christians in India's Karnataka Frequent, 

Furious 
Compass Direct News reports that Indiaôs 

Karnataka state recorded the highest number of anti-

Christian attacks in that country last year, and it is keeping 

pace this year. Christians in Karnataka are being attacked 

ñat rapid regularityò and ñwith near impunity,ò said Dr. 

Babu Joseph, spokesperson of the Catholic Bishops' 

Conference of India.  

Much of the violence occurs under the vigilante 

pretext of rounding up Christians supposedly involved in 

ñforcibleò or ñfraudulentò conversion efforts. On Feb. 1 in 

Thagadur village, Kodagu district, Hindu extremists 

dragged 11 Christiansðincluding four womenðfrom their 

homes and colluded with police to arrest them on such false 

charges.  

The Global Council of Indian Christians reported 

that all of the Christians were tortured at the Siddapur 

police station to pressure them to admit to the charges. 
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Police denied torturing the Christians, but like many people 

in India easily confused by Hindu extremist propaganda, 

Inspector Ratan Singh of the Siddapur police station 

seemed to erroneously believe that laws against fraudulent 

conversion apply to any kind of proclamation of faith. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Haitians Keep Churches Alive Amid Tragedy 
Christian Today reports that Haitian Christians 

have not given up their faith despite the devastating 

earthquake two weeks ago.  

ñOur missionaries tell us in Port-au-Prince [people] 

still put on their best clothes and walked to church this past 

Sunday,ò Assemblies of God General Superintendent Dr. 

George O. Wood said. He said many churches have 

continued to meet in open spaces even when their houses of 

worship have been destroyed.  

Seattle-based Pastor Mark Driscoll observed the 

same thing during his trip to Haiti last week. ñIt was so 

amazing in the midst of devastation to see the people that 

love Jesus also love the church and no matter what were 

committed to being the church and being mission on the 

church,ò he told his congregation at Mars Hill Church. ñIf 

you really love Jesus, you love the church. If you don't love 

the church, you don't love Jesus,ò he said. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

German Homeschoolers Granted Asylum in U.S. 

 A couple that was persecuted in Germany because 

they homeschooled their children has been granted political 

asylum in the United States. 

Uwe and Hannelore Romeike fled to Tennessee in 

2008 after German officials ordered them to send their 

children to school, pay fines totaling $10,000 or have their 

children taken away. In Germany, children are required to 

attend public or private schools, and those who choose 

homeschooling have reported a trend in prosecutions. 

ñDuring the last 10 to 20 years the curriculum in 

public schools has been more and more against Christian 

values,ò Uwe Romeike said, according to the Associated 

Press. ñWe knew we had to leave the country.ò 

A U.S. immigration court Jan. 26 granted the 

family asylum, finding that the German government 

violated their basic human rights. The incident marks a rare 

case of asylum being granted to people from a nation with 

which the United States has strong diplomatic ties and even 

a military alliance, the AP noted. 

ñThere is no safety for homeschoolers in 

Germany,ò said Mike Donnelly of the Home School Legal 

Defense Association, which represented the family. ñThe 

two highest courts in Germany have ruled that it is 

acceptable for the German government to óstamp outô 

homeschoolers as some kind of óparallel society.ôò 

Donnelly said he hopes the ruling will influence public 

opinion in Germany and that the government will 

understand that homeschoolers are not a threat to society. 

Baptist Press 

 

10 Americans in Haiti Charged With Child Kidnapping 

CNN reports that 10 American Baptists in Haiti 

were charged with child kidnapping and criminal 

association yesterday, according to their lawyer.  

The 10-person team attempted to bring 33 Haitian 

children to a makeshift orphanage in the Dominican 

Republic but was turned back at the border. The group's 

leader, Laura Silsby, acknowledged that she had not 

received permission from Haitian authorities and that she 

knew the group's papers were not in order. She says the 

group was just trying to help quake victims. 

The other nine members of the team did not know 

that the plan had not been approved, according to their 

lawyer, Edwin Coq. ñI'm going to do everything I can to get 

the nine out,ò Coq said. That would still leave mission 

leader Laura Silsby facing charges. The 33 children are 

currently housed with another children's group in Port-au-

Prince. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

U.S. Passes 50 Million Abortion Mark  

Baptist Press reports that at some point during the 

past two years the United States experienced its 50 

millionth legal abortion.  

The statisticðwhich spans the 37 years since the 

U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortion nationwide in 

1973ðis based on data compiled by the pro-choice 

Guttmacher Institute and tallied by the National Right to 

Life Committee. The 50 million mark was passed in 2008 

and likely approached or reached 52 million in 2009, 

although data is not yet available for that year. 

In contrast, the combined number of military deaths 

in all of America's warsðfrom the Revolutionary War to 

the second Iraq warðis 1.2 million. An NBC News/Wall 

Street Journal Poll from September 2008 showed that 10 

percent of registered voters believed abortion should always 

be illegal and 37 percent believed it should be legal only in 

cases of rape, incest and to save the mother's life.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

 

 

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/yvsblcsgbmbnsvgznfrtpnypscnvqrrvmkspllzsfgcccsv_ivgbznyyhmbz.html
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Puzzles and óToons 

 
Church óToons  

by Joe McKeever 
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Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham  
by Mark Oshman 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 


