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Glory and Love
By Justin Lonas

The cardinal command of Scripture is to love Godsupremely, living in the reality of His presence, and
best expressed Voushalkuethe r o realonsly défending anil promoting His reputation. The idea
Lord your Godwith all your heart and with all your soul, of weight in this sense reminds me of the physics term
and with all your might 0 akallel[gmperative, though not i maodsThe sun has a mass which is great enough to hold
as succinctly stated, is to glorify God. Romans ¥56:5 eightplanets and a host of other objects, some over a billion
ref | ecNowmaythé God whid gives perseverance miles away, in its gravitational field and compel them to
and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind withtate around it. Inthe a me way, 0Gizdds gl «
one another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one i ma & is the focal point of all creation, physical and
acaord you may with one voice glorifige God and Father spiritual.
of our Lord Jesus Christ 0 The translators of the Septuagint used the Greek
Most of us strive to both love God and glorify Hiswordd A Xfamd Ak e @it o seem, to be
name, but we tend to think of these as somewhat separatee ani ng Adi gi nity, glory, hc
obligatondt hey 6r e bot h ¢ omma n dcendeykddod Tihe Greelbnotion oh gloey wasimerg one of
necessarilyelated beyond that? social standing, |l ess fdeartt
In our church small group last week, we had an Hebrew term. The New Testament follows that pattern,
impromptu discussion about the nature of intimacy with usingd Ax @ refer to Godés inher
God and why He desires it. This got me thinking about the verbd A x a z e a nrendey gldiidus glorify, or
Goddbés wultimate concermskingf omaginsf g oriys mopglorifybf tab !l ynatr
t hi s q u eysiftGodimprimafiywébncerned with His15:6 above).

glory, does He place so much emphasis on love and The New and Old Testament concepts of glory are
relationshi@ why do | matter to Him in the grand schememore alike than they are different, like two sides of the
of things?o same coin. Godbés gl owey i s ar

To answer that, we need to understand what eternal, powerful, substance and His unassailable standing
Scripture means by Ageéntyr y asdhe Kingofkings antl Loal lofllords. We arebeth a  f r
used term, occurring 300+ times, tiajority of which commanded and designed to reflect His glory through
refer to glory as something belonging to (or owed to) Godvorship and actively promoting His hame throughout the

In the Old Testament, the key Hebrew term whole earth.
transdlogd ddtdddi | i t er al |l y meani nGo dibwse igd hotsopiethibgutaat, beita r |
figurativelyfis pl endor, greatnessknowigbotfad Thesmét bnecessse
derived fromkabéd kadbad( usual | y t r a n s answerngltheangial gugstion of wHy y1® commands us to
literally means fAto be or loveandghoafkHim. hhawe a ljunch, hdwevgrithatahtei v e |
promote or glorify. o A f e solutonihteatitistingposside tatdo ene andl reottthe dtheg | «
hadar, hdwd ts®biy, andt i f@rdh éefer more to the beauty I f Godds fundament al des
and ornate majesty of God than to His inherent being, anglory (reputation) to be spread far and wide so that His
the verbhdlalme ans @At o boast 0 ( a glonyessental dding)isikrmwndy thergreatest number of
Hi msel f, or one might 0Agl peopepwhatisneGesdryts fulfil blis/ ilk? Yhe second

So, Godbos gl oortyevarys hi shalfiohteat eguatiod knowing Bliglory, sounds a lot like
s ubst anmrces @& Cadiorsdf the universe who isloving Him; the first half seems like a parallel to
undeniably present. From this, to glorify God means to evangelism. This would mean, then, that for God to receive
Afgive Him weighto by tr e a thefulgneasurerof the glory diie Hig Herhast t er s
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commissioned His followers (i.@hose who love Him with number of them myriads of myriads and thousands of
heart, soul, ad might) to proclaim His presence, power, t housands, saying with a | ot
holiness, and plan for redemption to all nations (Ps. 67; that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and
Matt. 28:19) so that an evgrowing throng comes to love might and honor and gloryandbe s s i negeryé And
Him with heart, soul, and might. created thingwhich is in heaven and on the earth and
This expands our und e rundertheeadrtimand om the 8a and al thigds o them, |
from something adtract to the very concrete reality of whdh e a r d  FaaHym whasijts oo the throne, and to the
He is and to what He has called us. He has drawn us intb.amb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion
Hi s Aorbitd by His power forevrafdeved H{ Reg+l®.6d9desillgn of
magnifying His nhame through the creation of the world and TheWestminster Shorter Catechi$rad it right all
the redemption of mankind through the gifttié son.He al ong: fAManés chief end is
has charged us with telling and retelling that story, pavinf or ever . 0 |t d odetcsgiolht Godisty
the way for His Spirit to draw more and more people to enjoy (i.e. love and relate to) Him, and to enjoy Him is to
love and obey Him. goi fy Him. AGlorifying Godbo
God is passionate for His glory, which means thatight living and Christian piety; it is intensely personal and
He is passionate for relationship with us. His ultimdéeyg requires the fullest measure of our passion to proclaim His
is having as many people as possible living in intimacy withme.
Him. The command to love God is the command to glorify It turns out, then, that God wants us to love Him so
Hmdét heyb6re inseparabl e. Olmuchloecasske relatishpavithdsn isghe tbantdados stong | o
will only be fully expressed in heaven, but what a glory itof the worship and reputation He deserves. This puts the
will be. story of creation, fall, and redemption in perspeéiveod
fAndth¢ sang a new song, made ysifonHjs glorg! @oedi¢nteyo Hes coenmands to love
You to take the book and to break its seals; for You wereand glorify Him is the fulfillment of our eated purpose.
slain andpurchased for God with Your blood menfrom That certainly puts a new s
every tribe and tongue and people and naton 6 Therellati onshi p with God, 0 does
looked, and heard the voice of many angels arobed t
throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the Justin Lonas is editor @isciple Magazine
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I f I d6m a Soldier, Whereds the War
By Gerald Robinson

Much popular 2% century Christian preaching Listeners and adherents to this kind of Christianity
focuses on the blessings of God. Turn on your Christian are only shown a orgided faith, one that is satbéntered
television networ ks t oday andsekseekirg.urbidid whdt Bob Bjagaan aoded wic a |
abundance of smiling preachers promoting a Christianityt heol ogy o (see our pCaeand ous

that is safe, soft, easy and comfortable. Dog Theology: Rethinking Our Relationship with Our
Their messageare of how to be blessed and the Maste) . i D o go, ftom that $amegbpok, carries a
admonition to their | i st elbaamcadoutleakitshowdbmth sided oatimedadinnhgads n d

spout where the bl essi ngs andmilsdlesaigs and @sponsibility, safety and insecurity,
While they may use a Bible verse or a Bible storyease and struggle, the physical world and the spiritual one.
their teaching is not what | would call biblical teaching. In short,Cat and Dog Theologyan be summed up
They ar mgtdetBible, theya@are using portions,  with a joke about cats and dogs that helps us understand
ideas and topics found in the Bible and they leave false how we might relate to God. A dog might loat his master

impressions in those who listen. and say, AYou feed me; you r
The goal of their Christianity isnottolieegood | ove me. Hmmm, you must be ¢
life in the eyes of God, but to liibe good life intheeyes hi s master and say, AYou f ee
of man. Hadship, trials, difficulties, persecution and me ; you | ove me. Hmmm, | mu ¢
martyrdom if ever mentioned are only in the lives of It has also been jokingly surmie d , ADogs h
i o t & Ehe fecus on this teaching is on the listeners,naha st er s. Cats have staff. o A/
on God, the Kingdom of Christ, the body of Christ God is their master, but they use Him more like 8talffat
elsewhere or on the vast spiritual warfar¢he spiritual is, their prayers ad@o0 olfit®etn

realms around us that are impacting, influencing and  God.
altering our lives in this world.
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Dogs, on the other hand, live for their mastersCatHowever, this is not what the Scripture pictures for us.
live for themselves. Dogs are focused on their master. C&ather, the Bible uses specific language that describes a

are focused on themselves. REAL battle of mind, will and spirit.
I n Aicat theologyo spirit uawoimpatantsactioas of Scripture will drag our
mentioned at all, is usually limited to personal occurrencedtention, specifie | | vy , Ephesians 6 ant

or events, which limited or hindered their blessedness. look at them now to see what conclusions we can draw
Whatis needed is an eyapening understanding  from them.

that the biblical view of the Christian life will involve real fiFinally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
spiritual warfare. I t 6 s mthe ppwet di Hismight. Ppt@retheiwbole armadr bf &odf 0
di fficult times in | ife; fihdtyosmanberade td staadragamsiviies dftthe degl. t h

to other people,togodipe n and wo me n o Forvelwrestle nottagamst fleshrared blood, but against
than something that onl y priagpalites agaifisopowernrs, against theeruder of theme w h ¢

else in the world. darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
This article is written to lead you, the reader, to aplaces. Wherefore, take unto you the whole armor of God,

whole view of what the Bible has to say abspititual thatyou may be able to withstand in the evil day, and

warfare in the times and pleg we livé in your life, where having done all, tostaid ( Ep#1). 6: 10

you | ive. -bletlGsvreqgt imadke not i fiBa gplben lewigilant; betadse yoar adversary, the

poeticimager§ i t 6 s as r eal as r e delil, as arparify don walke abaus seekipgowkham he may

about it, taught about it, and dealt with it. So did the devoun (1 Pet. 5:8).

apostles, the prophets, the kings, the Judgepatniarchs, From these two short portion$ Scripture we can

Moses and mork all the way back to Adam and Eve. Justdraw four conclusionst) There is a battle going o) You
because we dondt fAseeod it willleithersbedirong onweakin that battBdf pod aretd h e r ¢
because wedve had a gos p e bestoohg, then yos mpustibe strong imtbed gydihére is ane a r
gpiritualwar f are i sné6t sur r oun definitgenan® Satand i nvol vi ng us. I
fact, learning of how it works, how it affects us and how it However, importantjuestions arise from such
involves us will answer a lot of questions for those who conclusions and must be dealt with in a credible way. Those
have encountered strife, tragedy and difficultly when theyguestions come about likethis:l f t her e i s a
were expecting only safe, soft, easy and comfortable is), and if He can do anything (and He cahgn why does
lifestyles. He allow Satan to pester, frustrate and tempipdizple?
So, | et ibsbquestiorssVusttrf fl 6 m ®wWhy doesndt God just call 07
Sol di er , Wherebds the War ?expel Satan?09o
It is amazing to me how many times we refer to Over the next few issues
AChristian soldierso, notqoesyi onst hbe@cnnphgreist hbiil
songs. For instancé@yet | supposed it necessarytosendtdat anés . 0
you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labor,
and fellowsoldiee 6 ( Phi | . 2: 25), and, GeraldRobisonis etounder of UnveilinGLORY a
fiOnward Christian soldiers, marching as to war, seminar and resmce ministry dedicated to unveiling the
With the cross of Jesus, going on before! glory of God in all areas of life and takingo all peoples
Christ, the rogl Master, leads against the foe; of the world. UnveilinGLORY is best known for the book
Forward into battle, see His banner go! and seminar entitle@at and Dog Theology
Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war, Gerald has pastored churches in the US, Austiaid,
With the cross of Jes uNetherlandsi andghe continueseldadmat®mnaliseminars for
Yet, typically, these references are not given much iWwWal k Thru the Bi
more credence by ouninds than a mere poetic thought.
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Exegetically Speakingoy Spiros Zodhiates

John the Baptist Is Murdered
(Matthew 14:112)

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthe®wMG Philippi, north of Galilee. Herod Antipas, we read here,
Publishers, 2006. fiheard of the fame of Jesu®
[2] But he mistakenly thought that John the Baptist,
[l]AiHer odo was actual | y whomée hadckitexl, hgdibeer naiset foom the dead. The
family of rulers in Pal esteitimgiesuhhtdntipas preferresl the Pharisaic afflioni o r

birth until shortly after His ascension. of the resurrection to the Sadducean denial of a resurrection
The Herods were descended from Antipater, an and he believed John the Baptist to be worthy of such an

Idumean (a tribe that had descended from &dhe honor.

Edomites)ldoumaia(2401), derived from the Hebrew But before we credit Herod with any of this, we

Eddn, extended from the Dead Sea southward to the Gu¥hould remember that he probably sided with the majority
of Agaba and from the Valley of Arabah eastward to the party (the Pharisss) and John the Baptist strictly for
desert of Arabid about 125 miles long and 30 miles widepolitical reasons. Luke comments that he was actually
The descendants of Esau lived in this area, ordnari fiperplexed dilporei, the imperfect ofliaporés[1280], to
harboring hostility toward the Jews. David fought againstseverely doubt, hesitate; Luke 9:7) over the differing

them (2Sam. 8:14), but they were not entirely subdued t heori es of Jesusd6 identity,
until John Hyrcanus, a priest and Maccabean king, resurrected John, others, a revived Elijah or a prophet (Luke
conquered them around 1B&. During the Babylonian  9:7-8).

captivity, they took possession of theuthern parts of [3] According to Josephué\tiquities xviii:112),
Palestine as far as Hebron so that the later name of Iduniéerod Antipas impsoned John at the request of Herodias
came to include this region also (see Ezek. 36:5). his wifeand beheaded him in a fortress established in

At the age of fifteen, Hergd s ur na me d Mathhesus @asteofthe ®ead Sea), a town not mentioned in
(See Matt. 2; Luke)l was honored by Julius Caesar with either Testament. Archaeological excavations in Israel show
an appointment tmanage the province of Galilee. About that Essenes occupied this area. )
41BC, he was given the titl e fMathew sasHerlodihavirg tapturedkiattsag i st r
responsibilities over a fourth part of the region. the aorist participle dfraté?[2902), to arrestJohn, bound
Opposition forces caused Herod to flee to Rome him and placedhim in prison for(dia [1223], for the
where he was declared king of Judea. After gathering anreason, because)dfier odi as® sake, his
arnmy together, he recovered Jerusalem and extirpated theifed (a.t.).
Maccabean family in 3BC. Following the battle of When followed by a noun in theccusative case,
Actium, he joined the party of Octavius who confirmed hidia refers to the active reason something is done. Herod
appointment. He then rebuilt the temple of Jerusalem, i mpri soned John for Herodi as
constructed and enlarged many citiesp@rially Caesarea),r ead t hat apart fr onHetothe per
and erected theaters and gymnasiums. feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and
He was notoriously jealous and cruel, at one timeobservechim; and when he heard him, he did many things,
putting to death his wife Mariamne and her two sons, and heard himglady ( Mar k 6: 20; a. t .)
Alexander and Aristobulus. He diedAD 2 at seventy [4] Nevertheless, John repeatedly accused Herod
years of age, after a reign of aboutyoyrears. Antipas and Herodias of adultery, a fact given by the
Toward the close of his life, Herod commanded tlimperfect tense d&gd([3004], to speak meaningfully
massacre of infants in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16) in a viciouglegei s b e st Hewasrsaihda tteod ,Hefr od ,
attempt to kill the Jewish Messiah. At his death, the Romare a ni n g, fiHe was accusing. o
emperor Caesar Augustus passed half of the kingdom And John accused Herod Antipas in no uncertain
(Idumea, Judea,and Sanaa)i t o Her odd s ts®m i fabsdutely]rotiasvful (éxestiN1832], from ek
along with the title of ethnarch. The remaining half was [1537], out of from within andeimi[1510], to be; i.e.,
split between two other sons, Herod Antipas and Philip. 6 mo r a It )dor theeitodhvdve hero John di d n
Antipas ruled Galilee and Perea, and Philip ruled Batanea,or d s o r hall thelcounselokGab n( Aic t s
Trachonitis, and Auranitis (Luke 3:1), later called Gmea 20:27), in spite of the danger to his life.
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[510nl'y Johnés popul ar i thggrievéllt v Matet lpew pr é& povpretiease.t hi s
considered him a prophet saved him at that time. Matthe®ut how can this be predicated to the same person who was
informs s that Herod wadwilling (thékh, the present fiwould have pupJohn]jtodeato (v. 5) ?
participle ofthék[2309], desiring}o put[him] to death Certainly, Herodds mind
(apokteinaj the aorist infinitive ofipoktei®d[615], to kill;, the matterl nt er mi t t ent | y, hust bel i
the aorist infinitive stressing the idea of once foy, fiilut] manand adholy, 6 a rheardhimglddlp ( Mar k 6
he feared the multide because they considered him as aBut he more consistently succumbed to the will of his illicit

propheb (a.t.) lover. Defiling even her own daughter (v. 8), Herodias was
[6]The adv buddé1161y) kerefimplies evidently a master of persuasi
that a ripe time for Herod to act had arrived. He had wanted Herodds grief, therefore

to strike at John for a long time, but he needed an occasisire to put John to death. It just shows that white co

and some special circumstascet o of f s et teigingwithlsame grairdoérigigeousness and truth, sin

bias. The day and circumstances came together. On his (lust), apart from the grace of God and stimulated by an evil

birthday, Her odi a pléasedleseg h agent (Hetaaliasy, @erdomesm gerséin (Luke 11:22P6t.

the aorist tense a@fréskd[700], to fit, please, incline the 2:19-20). The apostle Paul says that there are two kinds of

heart oj Herod 0 grief (upyY , ofthewolldd t hat wor ks deeé
[7] Did Herod anticipate or even plan thiswhole ot hadGodi t hat wor (RGor.7:HOpRBunht anc

scenario? By binding himself publicly to a carte blantlee Herod did not repent; evil overcame him, @tesand out.

could shift the bl ame for Jo Perliass, likedwdashwhdnblerdd kasy thg ultimate  (

the multitude would be sympathetic toward a king who kdptit of his sin, he was sorry, as many people are when they

his word. From her requeste know that Herodias wantedfinally see how far astray their sin has led them. But this is

John dead, but Herod, also, wanted John dead (v. 5). not a sorrow that produces salvation.

[8] And so, prompted by her unscrupulous mother The adversativeé (1161, but), translated
Herodias, the Giaeunphearéadie r e neverthdlessd ,i ni t he King James Ve
[56024)J ohn t he Bapti 9t @<helt e gHle romd éas pHiagherr wi Il |, so to s
fhered i mphowd or dandcodldbe takert to coaform to the minimal integrity expected of a King

as intending to head off any further consideration of the keeping a solemn promisBia ( 1 2 20 accourd ofthe
matter. Any king, otherwise, would be demeaned bytheo at h] , 0 pronise assa caude and conformity as an
presumption of Ahere and effecv, 06 but Herod was trapped
his own words and perhaps considered thelevhffair as a In addition to the oath, a second constraint on
Ainow or nevero opportunitMerodbds fr eedadmther whiclkedat wighx i st
Anot her shockiphter, e f e r (sunanakein¥notithegredent participle siinanakeimai
something that food and drink are ordinarily served on, ygt873]from sun[4862], together; andnakeima[345], to
anaptlead n t o a speci f Focthey hadegerioa dit doovih at tBedddd; thusiito sit together with)
shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thest given him. 6 The oath was public; th
them blood to drink; for they are worthy ( Re v . 1 \8as 1to)way Hérbdacauld privately deny the request. The
God would give such murderers the blood of the slain to presence of even a single subject, not to mention a house
satisfy their thirst is not a very pleasant picture but one tHatl of guests constricted his ability to renegotiate terms.
fits the crime. If they wanted the blood of the innocent so S o he tommande(ekéleusef2753) it to be
degerately, let them drink it! given (dothChai, the aorist passive infinitive afidZmi
What happened to childlike innocence and ethical1325], togiveher . 6 The oath and th
parenting? Is the head of a man on a dinner platter a  combined to motivate Herod to command this deplorable
common request from a young girl? Whose idea was thisict.
Mar k says she askeWhatskalll mot h ¢10] fiAndhe[Henod] seatsand béheaded
ask[ f orMa? & (6: 24) . T hoeinybefoee (apekephaliseztheaorist fense apokephali@[607], to
instructed(probibastheisathe aorist passive participle of sever the head off the bodjohn in the prison possibly
probibazd[4264], to persuade or confirm in advahoé her the firstfruiso f  t Ihebesded féir the witness of Jasus
mothet 06 What kind of depravéreégv20dyvice to a child is this
And what generation of vipers@apts it? As Jesus said [11]Per the original reque:
elsewhere, it would be better for such people to be collargiven to the young girl, who in turn gave it to her mother.
with a millstone and cast into the sea before they cause Some birthday gift this was!
some little one to sin (Matt. 18:6). o [121J ohndés di s bddyahdebarieditp o k |
[9] fANd the king was sorrfelupthU the aorist possibly including his head, n d  twéntand tdid Jesuso
passive of the intransitiveerblupédor lupéomai[3076], to
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Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of  was the founding editor &fulpit HelpsMagazine, and
AMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years, autlored dozens of exegetical books.

Following God by Wayne Barber
Jesus Loves Mel! : Godbébs New Seed

There are days when | feel like no one really cares First though, sin had to be dealt with, so God began
about mé | call it having a pity party. Have you ever to reveal His plan for our redemption. In Genesis 12, He
noticed, though, that when you have a pity party no one singled out a Chaldean man from Babylon named Abram.
shows up but you? He cut a nilateral covenant with him by putting him to

Being in the ministry exposes us to some very ruddeep, because He knew that Abram was of the seed of
and bitter people and,we are not careful, they begin to Adam and could never fulfill his end of the deal. In this

have their effectonus-BBai | s c an {be c o noeverant, Godyprwmised him a land, a nation and reaffirmed
shootingsod and it somet i méispromisecofresseell!li ke everywhere we
look, there is trouble on the horizon headed our way. We Seed determinddnd, so there would have to be a

need to hear those most beautiful words in the Christian new seed promised. Years ago, | learned this principle the
vocabul ary over and over bagavaynl wasipldngng sose Heany, leus! didreot, realizér i
know, for the Bible tell sthaywerspolé dpadsthey wddd climb thelesngtlyadthe a n c
then what else matters? pole that you planted them around, and | hattes out
Look at what He has done for us! The very word some 10 to 12 foot poles that it would take a ladder to
ficovenanb i s Godbs way of t el harvestgfroml Seed always detémnings @intlgoa plamts .
Love, in everyculture, is always the basis of entering into @eas, you will get peas, etc.
covenant relationship with anyone. Love is who God is, and Man is born of the seed of Adam, which is bad
it shows us why He does what He does. seed! Bad seed only produces bad fruit and more bad seed.
fiFor God so loved the world, that He gave His onBedemption requires another seed altogether. God ratified
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall notiperldis covenant to Isaac and then to Jacob, who became Israel
but have eternal li@  ( J o h Irwill Bevet féryjet the and had twelve sons who became the 12 tribes of Israel.
day when | wunder st oo @odsoh aThe setd pwraised to Abram was gat Isaad, as & would
lovedtheworld 6 but al so fAGod s oappearvakhdughtia was amotdantpdrtiofrthe pronfise. It
itd the God who spoke the world into existence loves uswould be from the tribe of Judah and the line of David that
The very character @od is loveas John tells us also in the new seed would get His humanity. Galatians 3:16 tells
his epistlefiThe one who does not love does not know Gad, that Jesus is that seed, the new s@éolvthe promises

forGodislové (1 John 4:8). were spoken to Abraham and to his seeddétes not say,
| am told that a great theologian once spokeatad And t o seeds, d as referrinc
university, and, at the conclusion of his message,hewas o your seedd, 6 t hat i s, Chri

asked, Agiheaat ¢ st tthreut h t hat yGodichosesto send élis Soh iata thiswerdd ?the God
He said simply, iJesus | o Mansthe mav,seed, soithat ydu arkl hcould,be redeamedt h ¢
tells me so.0 Since God i somlhe suese of thelole seed ahd bentagain iato theo t a |
that God would choose the language of covenant from newness of His life. He loves us! Hold your head up;
mands vocabul ary tpthatélxwnhtsa iememben what Gedl hastdon® amd who you are in Christ.
with usd the language of covenant is a love language. No one can take that away from you. Jesus loves me, this |
After Adam sinned in Genesis 3 and, in his sin, know, for the Bible tells me so!
condemned all mankind with no hope in sight (because we
are all born of his seed), God promised that there would one Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffntown
day be a new seed fooof woman that would crush Satan Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico
and provide for us a new birth and redemption.
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The Believerods I nheritance
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

filn Him also we have obtained arheritance® o Thus Jesus is magnified, for all is in Him and by
(Eph. 1:10b11a). Him. Thus the inheritance is made certain tofosit is

When Jesus gave Himself for us, He gave us all thietained in Him. Thus each blessing is the sweeter, and
rights and privileges which went with Himself; so that nowyen heaven itself the brighter, because it is Jesus our
although as eternal God, He has essential rights towhicB®| oved fAin whomo we have ot
creature may venture to pretend, yet as Jesus, ¢laéakdr, Where is the man who shall estimate our divine
the federal Head of the covenant of grace, He has no  portion? Weigh the riches of Christ in sesl and His
heritage apart from us. All the glorious consequences of tiéssure in balances, and then think to count the treasures
obedience unto death are the joint riches of all who are invhich belong to the saints. Reach the bottorGlufists sea
Him, and on whose behalf He accomplished the divine wif.joy, and then hope to understand the bliss which God

See, He enteiigto glory, but not for Himself alone,hath prepared for them that love Him. Overleap the
for it wheredesus has emtered agia forerudneboundaries o€hrists possessions, and then dream of a
(Heb. 6:20). Does He stand in the presence of God?Hel i mi t t o t he f ai rAllthimgébelongt a n c
ent er ed itmappear méeapresence 6f God for to you, and youddong to Christ; and Christ belongs to
u®» (Heb. 9:24) . Couhavenbeaight Gddd s(, 1 b@d8).e veir2 2 b

to heaven in yourséf your right lies in Christ. If you are FromMorning and Evening
pardoned, it is through His blood. If you are justified, it is

through His righteousness. If you are sanctified, it is Charles Haddon Spurgeon (18848 9 2 ) At he
because He is made of God unto you sanctification. fyouPr eacher s, 6 was a renowned
shall be kept from falling, it will be because you are aspastor of Londonés Metropol
preserved in Christ Jesus. If you are perfected at the last, it His works are still widely read today

will be because you are complete in Him.

Words to Stand You on Your Feety Joe McKeever

Leave Room for Your People to Grow

A few weeks ago, | finished reading Jo@rtberds Newborn babies have 350 bones in their body,
new bookkKnow Doubt in which he makes a strong case faccording to Dr. Brand. Gradually, these fuse together until
allowing for uncertainty in our people (and inus!)astheyt he adul t human ends wup wittl
grow in Christ. | enjoyed it, wrote a blog about its best  babyés bones are soft and pliable, hardly showing the

insights, and laidtiaside. qualities of bone. The birtevent would be impossible if a
What | was not expecting is that the Lordwasnoto aby wer e not so compressi bl
through teaching me on this subject. Brand remembers the time when he came to Christ.

The other day, | ran across a wedhd and dog iAs a newborn Christian my f
eared copy of the 1980 book by Philip Yancey and Paul consisting of vaguely understood beliefs about God and my
Brand which created quite a stir back théearfully and need for Him. Ovetime God has used the Bible and other
Wonderfully Madédthe title is a reference to Psalm 139:14Christians to help ossify (harden) the framework of my
celebrates the human body and the infinite wisdom of itsf ai t h. 0
Creator. Again and again, this medical doctor (Brand) and The problem here is that many churches will not
his outstanding writer (Yancey) reveal insights as to howallow newborn babies in Christ to grow and develop in
our bodies are made anark and grow. They present ways that are natural and healthy. Anyone doubtiag t
spiritual truths and draw scriptural lessons from the doctrines they espouse and preach is treated as a foreign
miraculous aspects in the working of our bodies. object within the body (the church) and dealt with as the

One insight in particular caught my attention, onee n e my . Brand says, ANew beli
that had to do with the Ortberg book on growing throughof t hei r faith to strengther
our uncertainties New believers will frequently go through stagés

doubt. New believers will try on various beliefs about God
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and the Bible, Christ and the Church. New believers will Somewhere | read where a pastor in the Las Vegas
often interact with their friends who are unsaved and ~ community told howafter he leads a showgirl to the Lord,
perhaps skeptical about religion, with professors who areoftenité several months before she reaches the point in her
frequently hostile to thpossibility of God existing or the spiritual growth where she makes the break with the old life
Bible being true, and with people of other religions whomand quits that line of work.
they know and respect. New believers need room to think, Our oldest son weighed 9 pounds 9 ounces when he
time to grow, and a support team to help them work throwggdes bornGrowing up, he was always larger than other
matters. children his age. In his migtens, he grew so fast, his legs
What new believers in Christ do nated is to be and arms hurt. The pediatrician told us the bones were
rejected for their questions. As one friend of mine told hegrowing faster than the ligaments and tendons could keep
p r e a ddn@st a wofidering sheep, not a wandering up, so the pressure at the joints wagsing him pain. It's

one. | hope you can tell the difserenme. b Noewewvbaty i
can. and physical.
What new believers in Christ do not need is to be Godswor d c¢ o mmagnod i theiggacet o0

made examples and to be fawned over too early before thapd knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ( 2 P e
get matters in their lives in proper order. If they stumble 3:18).Thatsa command for udté also a reminder to us
after being celebrated, they may become too embarrassgadistors to allow room and create conditions conducive to

return to church. growth in Christ.
What new believers in Christ do not need is to be
thrust into responble positions of church leadership. Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist Pastor from

Pastors should not be new converts or novices, Paul telldNesv Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at
in 1 Timot hy 3 D®&notlapltpads upon Wwvew.joerackesvecorf
anyonetoohastty (1 Tim. 5:22).

Jewels from Past Giants

Authority and the Adventurer: The Church as Our Instructor
By G.K. Chesterton

Edi t or 6s No takenfromithe s p i ligimgeto knosv thatPlato might break out with an original
conclusion t o Ch eGCsthodoxkytwithn 6 Ectule 3oth@rove, br that atiary moment, Shakespeare
some sections removed for length and flow and edited might shatter everything with a single song. The man who
slightly for modern spellingndterminology. lives in contact with what he believes to be a living Church

| have now said enough to show (to anyone to  is a man always expecting to meet Plato amak8speare
whom such an explanation is essentiadt | have in the  tomorrow at breakfast. He is always expecting to see some
ordinary arena of apologetics, a ground of belief. In puretruth that he has never seen before.
records of experiment (if these be taken democratically There is one only other parallel to this position, and
without contempt or favor) there is evidence first, that  that is the parallel of the life in which we all began. When
miracles happen, and second that the nobler miracles beyonfather told you, walking ahd the garden, that bees
to ou tradition. But | will not pretend that this curt stung or that roses smelled sweet, you did not talk of taking
discussion is my real reason for accepting Christianity ~the best out of his philosophy. When the bees stung you,
instead of taking the moral good of Christianity as | shoulbu did not call it an entertaining coincidence. When the
take it out of Confucianism. rose smelled sweet youdedi d

| have another far more solid and central ground fagrbaric symbol enshrining (perhaps unconsciously) the
submitting to it as a faith, instead of merely pickingup hikse e p del i cate truths that f]
from it as a scheme. And that is this: that the Christian your father, because you had found him to be a living

Church in its practical relation to my soul is a living fountain of facts, a thing that really knew more than you; a
teacher, not a dead one. It not only certainly taught me thing that would tell gu truth tomorrow as well as today.
yesterday, but will almostertainly teach me tomorrow. And if this was true of your father, it was even truer
Plato has told you a truth; but Plato is dead. of your mother; at least it was true of mine, to whom this
Shakespeare has startled you with an image; but book is dedicated. For | remember with certainty this fixed
Shakespeare will not startle you with any more. But psychological fact; that the very time whewds most

imagine what it would be like to live with suchmenstil under a womands authority, |


http://www.joemckeever.com/
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adventure. Exactly because when my mother said that atite people. The outer ring of Christianity is a rigid guard of
bit, they did bite, and because snow did come in winter (&shical abnegations and professional ministers; but inside
she said); therefore the whole world was to me a fairylanthat inhuman guard you will find the old human life
of wonderful tilfillments, and it was like living in some  dancing like children, and drinking wine like men; for
Hebraic age, when prophecy after prophecy came true. Christianity is the only frame for pagan freedom. But in the
| went out as a child into the garden, and it was amodern philosophy the case is opposite; it is its outer ring
terrible place to me, precisely because | had a clue to it: thiat is obviously artistic and emancipated; its despair is
had held no clue it would not have bdermrible, but tame. within.
A mere unmeaning wilderness is not even impressive, but And its despair is this, that it does not really believe
the garden of childhood was fascinating, exactly becausehat therds any meaning in the universe; therefore it cannot
everything had a fixed meaning which could be found ouhope to find any romance. Its romances will have no plots.
in its turn. Inch by inch | might discover what was the A man cannot expect any adventures in the land of anarchy,
purpose ofhat ugly shape called a rake; or form some but a man can expect any number of adventures if he goes
shadowy conjecture as to why my parents kept a cat.  travelling in the land of abibrity. One can find no
So, since | have accepted Christendom as a motimeeanings in a jungle of skepticism, but the man will find
and not merely as a chance example, | have found Europeore and more meanings who walks through a forest of
and the world once more like the little garden whHestared doctrine and design. Here everything has a story tied to its
at the symbolic shapes of cat and rake; | look at everythihgai | , | i ke the tools otispict
with the old elfish ignorance and expectancy. Thisorthamy f at her 6 s h o u sdeatthelrigheemdd| wh ¢
rite or doctrine may look as ugly and ordinary as a rake; hawve entered at least the gate of all good philosophy. | have
| have found by experience that such things end somehogome into my second childhood.
in grassand flowers. A clergyman may be apparently as But this larger and more adventurous Christian
useless as a cat, but he is also as fascinating, for there nosterse has one final mark difficult to expresst s a
be some strange reason for his existence. conclusion of the whole matter | will attempt to express it.
This, therefore, is, in conclusion, my reason for All the real argument about religion turns on the question of
accepting the religion and not merely the scattered a  whether a man who was born upside down can tell when he
secular truths out of the religion. | do it because the thingcomes right way up. The primary paradox of Christianity is
has not merely told this truth or that truth, but has revealdldat the odinary condition of man is not his sane or sensible
itself as a trutktelling thing. All other philosophies say  condition; that the normal itself is an abnormality. That is
things that plainly seem to be true; only this philosophy hte inmost philosophy of the fall.
againand again said the thing that does not seem to be true,  This is the prime paradox of our religion;
but is true. Alone of all creeds it is convincing where it is something that we have never in any full sense known, is
not attractive; it turns out to be right, like my father in thenot orly better than ourselves, but even more natural to us
garden. than ourselves. And there is really no test of this except the
Theosophists, for instance, will preach an obviousherely experimental one with which these pages began, the
attractive dea like reincarnation; but if we wait for its test of the padded cell and the open door. It is only since |
logical results, they are spiritual superciliousness and thénave known orthodgxthat | have known mental
cruelty of caste. For if a man is a beggar by his own emancipation. But, in conclusion, it has one special
prenatal sins, people will tend to despise the beggar. Butapplication to the ultimate idea of joy.
Christianity preaches an obviouslgattractive idea, such It is said that Paganism is a religion of joy and
as original sin; but when we wait for its results, they are Christianity of sorrow; it would be just as easy to prove that
pathos and brotherhood, and a thunder of laughter and pRgiganism is pure sawv and Christianity pure joy. Such
for only with original sin can we at once pity the beggar atwhflicts mean nothing and lead nowhere. Everything
distrust the king. human must have in it both joy and sorrow; the only matter
Men of science offer us healthn obvious benefit; of interest is the manner in which the two things are
it is only afterwards that we discover that by health they balanced or divided. And the really interesting thinthis,
mean bodily slavery and spiritual tedium. Orthodoxy makidmt the pagan was (in the main) happier and happier as he
us jump by the sudden brink of hell; it is only afterwards approached the earth, but sadder and sadder as he
that we realize that jumping was an athletic exerciseyigrapproached the heavens.
beneficial to our health. It is only afterwards that we realize The gaiety of the best Paganism, as in the
that this danger is the root of all drama and romance.  playfulness of Catullus or Theocritus, is, indeed, an eternal
The strongest argument for the divine grace is  gaiety neer to be forgotten by a grateful humanity. But it is
simply its ungraciousness. The unpopular parts of all a gaiety about the facts of life, not about its origin. To
Christianity turn out when examinéal be the very props ofthe pagan, the small things are as sweet as the small brooks
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breaking out of the mountain; but the broad things are assilence is not the heartlesiéence of an endless and aimless
bitter as the sea. Véh the pagan looks at the very core ofworld. Rather the silence around us is a small and pitiful
the cosmos he is struck cold. Behind the gods, who are stillness like the prompt stillness in a sick room.
merely despotic, sit the fates, which are deadly. Nay, the We are perhaps permitted tragedy as a sort of
fates are worse than deadly; they are dead. merciful comedy: because the frantic energy of divine

And when rationalists say that the ancient world things would knock us down like a drunken farce. We can
was moreenlightened than the Christian, from their point tdke our own tears more lightly than we could take the
view they are right. For temendoud ldviteyg of heaangeld. Sowe isitgplrhapsrinead o
mean darkened with incurable despair. It is profoundly trgéarry chamber of silence, while the laughter of the heavens
that the ancient world was more modern than the Christiamtoo loud for us to hear.
The common bond is in thadt that ancients and moderns Joy, which was the small publicity of the pagan, is
have both been miserable about existence, about everytliggigantic secret of the Christian. And as | close this
while medieval were happy about that at least. chaotic volume | open again the strange small book from

| freely grant that the pagans, like the moderns, which all Christianity came; and | am again haunted by a
were only miserable about everythinghey were quite kind of confirmation. The tremendougtire which fills the
jolly about eveything else. But if the question turns on theGospels towers in this respect, as in every other, above all
primary point of the cosmos, then there was more cosmithe thinkers who ever thought themselves tall.

contentment in the narrow and bloody streets of Florence His pathos was natural, almost casual. The Stoics,
than in the theater of Athens or the open garden of ancient and modern, were proud of concealing their tears.
Epicurus. Giotto lived in a gloomier townath Euripides, He never concealeHis tears; He showed them plainly on
but he lived in a gayer universe. His open face at any daily sight, such as the far sight of His
The mass of men have been forced to be happy native city. Yet He concealed something. Solemn supermen
about the little things, but sad about the big ones. and imperial diplomatists are proud of restraining their

Nevertheless (I offer my last dogma defiantly) it is not  anger. He never restrained His anger fldeg furniture
native to man to be so. Man is more himself, moralik@, down the front steps of the Temple, and asked men how
when joy is the fundamental thing to him, and grief the they expected to escape the damnation of Hell. Yet he
superficial. Melancholy should be an innocent interlude, aestrained something.
tender and fugitive frame of mind; praise should be the | say it with reverence; there was in that shattering
permanent pulsation of the soul. Pessimism is at best anpersonality a thread that must be called shynesseWes
emotional haHholiday; joy is the uproarious labor by whiclsomething that He hid from all men when He went up to a
all things live. mountain to pray. There was something that He covered
Yet, according to the apparent estate of man as semmstantly by abrupt silence or impetuous isolation. There
by the pagan or the agnostic it must be contracted, it mustas some one thing that was too great for God to show us
cling to one corner of the world. Grief ought to be a when He walked upon ogarth; and | have sometimes
concentration; but for the agstic its desolation is spread fancied that it was His mirth.
through an unthinkable eternity. This is what | call being

born upsidedown. The skeptic may truly be said to be G. K. (Gilbert Keith) Chesterton (187¥P36) was a
topsyturvy; for his feet are dancing upwards in idle prominent British author, philosopher, editor, and social
ecstasies while his brain is in the abyss. To the modenn ma critic. While in early life he was, at best, a nominal

the heavens are actually below the earth. The explanation @hristian (even dabbling in tleecult as a young man), by
simple; he is standing on his head; which is a very weak his 30s he had become a quite devoted believer and spent
pedestal to stand on. But when he has found his feet agaimuch of his later career promoting and defending the faith.

he knows it. Orthodoxy from which this piece is excerpted, is perhaps
Christianity satisfi es shistedt&mownapogett warle and escl92b lgdo&ma n

ancestralnstinct for being the right way up; satisfies it Everlasting Maris cited by C.S. Lewis as a major force in

supremely in this; that by its creed joy becomes something hi s own conversion. Chest

gigantic and sadness something special and small. The vaultndreds of essays, several novels, andrétieer Brown
above us is not deaf because the universe is an idiot; the series of short detective stories.
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Marks of the Master by the Old Scot

Hard-Wor ki ng Bird: Australiads Mall ee Fowl
What is it that looks like a turkey and works like asand layer atop the next to hold in heat or removing sand to
horse? Actually, nothingxactly matches those prevent overheating.
gualifications, but the Mallee Fowl of Australia comes To aid him in his determination as to what is
close. needed at any given moment,has a remarkably accurate
It is only the male of the species thatworksso At heremwmodnetbui | 't into his mout

strenuously, though his mate also labors intensively in hdiim at work, we would see him frequently pause to dig his
own way. The Mallee cock puts in up to eleven months dbeak into the pile for a mouthful of sand. He lets this sift
hard bBbor every year, striving to cope with a unique sl owly out the sides of his
problem presented by his hen. temperature.

The problem is the size of her eggs. She is about As spring gives wayo summer, the heat potential
the size of a domestic chicken, and weighs perhaps threef the mulch falls off. This is fortunate, for now solar heat
and a half pounds. Her eggs, however, are more thanthmeot only repl aces the nest 6:¢
times the sie of chicken eggs, weighing about half a poumeéw problems. Now, the blazing noontime sun would cook
each. Since the nest contains eight to ten eggs at a timethe eggs in short order if they were not prtadcFather
throughout the | ayi ng s e aBballaeedoedtinisbp alding embrd sanel,aslong as thisis e m
that there is no way Mrs. Mallee can cover all those eggdeasible. But when the layer reaches a thickness of about
keep them at hatching temperature three feet, his limit is reached. By this time he has moved

The cockds soluti on i salnost®sventyeudicyards ohsand and eadh, using oclyehls |
ithe incubator -bliirl ddé raro Stidwse Smedfitmsdnass He enust remove and replace twice
cannot possibly hatch all the eggs, he arranges an artificeaday) making it thinner when the precious eggs require
incubator from sand and damp vegetation. But in the desadre heat from the morning sun, and thicker when the sun
interior of Australa, even this presents a probferand that beats down too strongly.
is why his work continues through so many months. By midsummer, however, this system is no longer

He begins in the winter, months before the-egg adequate to protedie eggs. So Poppa Mallee installs a
laying season, by digging a circular pit about six feetacréss e f r i ger ati on system. o I n t
and three feet deep. Into this pit he piles all tlaetpl cool, he spreads out large quantities of the sand covering to
material he can scavenge within a fiftsrd radius. After  cool. Then, before the sun gets too hot, he digs troughs in
the winter rains have soaked the leaves and bits of brusithBeemaining cover and fills them withet cool sand,
covers the pile with a layer of sand. As the damp mulch adding additional top cover for insulation.
begins to decompose fermentation sets in, giving off By the time fall arrives, most of the clutch of eggs
guantities of heat. will have hatched but there will still be several of the-last

For the next four months, the cock Mallee tends Heid eggs not yet ready. Now Poppa Mallee has the reverse
fcooker, 0 uncovering t he @fthé reidsymeneriprobdenhic eggsiase intdamgetofi r n a r
the mixture and vent off excess heat and moisture. Whergrowing too cold. He solves this by reversing his summer
ités time for his mat e t ostrategy instead ahigtrioduang codl saad intorihe neita t o r
for occupancy. (If he hadaited until spring to begin his  environment in the morning, he now brings in warm sand in
preparations, all would have been in vain, for normally the afternood having made sure of a supply by spreading
there are no rains in the spring, and thus there would hawand out to heat while the sun was high.
been no fermentation.) Throughout all these long months of intensive

We might imagine that after the etying has labor, Mrs. Mallee hardly raises a feather to help. But we
commenced, he could take a wedlseved brief rest, but  must remember that she is laying eggs at approximately
such is not the case. Instead, his routine becomes even meekly intervals, each of which takes from her abael\te
demanding becausmw he must keep the nest at a constamercent of her bodily resources. The thiitse eggs she
91 degrees. During the spring, night and morning typically lays in a season equal more than fandonehalf
temperatures are low, while afternoons are usually warmtimes her own weight!
Consequently, he is constantly busy, either building up the
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Il ronically, al/ of t hearmviamdle,e daon svba rwioatky if | i f e
expended upon the unhatched eggs. After they leave theHe made each species to fit its particular niche in our world.
shells,the chicks are entirely upon their odviand life He created a place for each, and each for its place.
presents a struggle at the outset. After breaking out of the That is true of you and me, also. The Apostle Paul
shell they must burrow out of the incubator mound. Manys po ke orf e &Gtoiddrs wi t God thdt madde wo
are not equal to the task, and suffocate. Those that succdeslworld and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of
are generally so exhausteatlit is all they can do to crawl heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
to the shelter of the nearest shrub. But, afterarest,theynei t her i s wor shipped with r
scurry off, and within a day or two are well able to look needed any thing, seeing He giveth toitdl &nd breath
after themselves. and all things; and hath made of one blood all nations of

Most chicks never see their parents, and certainlynen for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath
they learn nothing from them aliahe techniques of determined the times before appointed and the bounds of
moundbuilding. Yet when their times comes to mate andtheir habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply
reproduce, they somehow know exactly what they must dioey mightéel after Him and find Him, though he be not far

How shall we explain this? Instinct is the answer,from every one of us; for in him we live and move, and have
of cours@® but where does it come from? Remember thatour being ( Ac t-28). 1 7: 2 4
the incubator mounthust be kept at a constant temperature Godis nearby, even this very moment. Let us honor
for about seven months, through a succession of seasonidim as our Maker and worship Him as our God.
changes and daily temperature cycles. The cock Mallee
Fowl cannot afford even one lapse, for it could kill the eggs. The Old Scot (Ted K) lives in

But the important consideration is thaisthas Newberg, Oregon with his wife, Marga
alwaysbeen a strict necessity in every generaiatse
there would have been no following generation. In other Sources:
words, they had to be equipped with the specialized The Mysterious Senses of Animalgus B. Droscher, E.P.
knowledge needed for survival from the very first. There Dutton, NY, 1965, pp. 336.
was never time for trighnderror development of the Grzi mekos Ani m2einhai Gzimek,|Vanp e d i
technique. Nostrand Reinhold Co., NY & London, 1975, Vol. 7, pp.

There is only one way these incubator birds couldt32435.
have come by the skills they have to have, and that is fofEncyclopedia Britannical5" Ed., Micropaedia Vol. 7, p.
Someone to instill the fullgeveloped instinct in them. Thal011.

Someone is God. The Bible says He created ggehof

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel

Watching the Lord Move, in Uganda and in OurChurch
By Jimmy Stribling

Edi t or Brem tise tb me, the best way to by that child that visit is the reason that | am involved
highlight what God is doing around the world through  with the AMG child sponsorship program.
AMG International is to hear directly from those volunteers What | noticed most during this trip was how our
who are often the hands and feet of our mipisthis God has used people to help the children and theiilies
month, Jimmy Stribling from Hoffmantown Church in in UgandaHoffmantown Church has since then played a
Albuquerque, N.M., shares his experiences with AMG in major role.Today, 70 members of Hoffmantown are
Uganda. sponsoring 89 children there. Fourteen people from

In 2007 | signed up with Hoffmantown Church forHoffmantown have gone on subsequent AMG mission trips
an AMG International mission trip to Uganda; | was the to Uganda.
only one to sign up from our ctah, but | went along with During a January 2009 tripfter visiting a family,
15believers from other churches that August. we saw liyearold Solomy crawling around in the dirt as

On this trip, | made a home visit with a child who ghe was unable to wal®he was born prematurely with a
sponsored by a friend of mine from Hoffmantowks.far as crippled leg and had never attended schbeam member
I know, she was the only child sponsored by a member oGeorge Miller asked that she be enrolled in the AMG
our churt at that timel will never forget the joy expressedponsorshg program. George and his wife Diane are now

sponsoring heiThey also contributed $500 for her medical
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needs. We visited her and | presented her with some  their families.After acceptance into the AMG sponsorship
gifts. She is now walking with some assistance, and expguisgram, the love of God is shown through the money and
to fully walk without assistance in ttieture. She is now in support of sponsoring families as well as throughAhks
school and is excelling in her claghe is so happy; her  staff. In time, most students are drawn into a personal
selfesteem has been restored. Praise the Lord! relationship with God. In the closing session, seven students
While in Igamba, Uganda, that January, the mainprayed to receive Christ as their Savior.
prayer concern was building a medical clinic. When team During the second week of our last trip, the ladies
member Doug Hanson rehed home, his 93 yeatd of our team met with the AMG staffdaes to assist with the
mother asked what she could do for the program. Doug tBlorcas Ministry. This outreach, started by Mrs. Florence
about the need for the clinic. Mrs. Mindy Hanson has bedviusiime (wife of AMG Uganda director Rueben Musiime),
saving pennies all her life for a rainy day. She told Dougi nvol ves al | of AMGOs f emal e
she would provide half funding if he would provide the girls with health tips for personal hygiene, spiritual
other half. Doug and wife were on our most recent trip, agdidane and discipleship, and counseling services. The
we all attended the dedication of the beautiful new medicAllo mendés Mi ni stry of our chur
clinic. Mindy wor ks week]!| gontdgbsted o this ministry, tinel Elorenee tis prayMg@abaut
Chattanooga, Tenn., office. starting a scholarship fund for the Dorcas girls.
On that same January trip, Paul Gustafson taught My joy from these mission trips did not enchay
some amilies biblical principles in handling money and departureThe first ever AMG International Uganda Bible
how they might establish a small, growing businklesand Exposition Conference took place in April 2009 with 120
others entrusted AMG Uganda with money to assist certaiarticipants. Our pastor, Wayne Barber, was the lead
families in this endeavor. On my last trip, | saw two grocesgeakerWayne plans to return in 2010, accompanied by
stands that had been estabéd from these funds. another ministry team. Two othmission teams are being
Mary Hosler arother team membegvisited her formed to go in coming months as véelbne will be a
sponsored child on the most recent trip, and, thanks to construction team to help build the new Camp El Har
entrusted funds, their house had a new roof (the house haghhanage, and one will be a medical team.

no roof last year)Hoffmantown members have provided In Uganda, | have witnessed what a second chance
families with over 100 goats or other farm animals to in life will do for a child® joy, happiness, self esteem,

supplement their income. During home visits, families  hope, and praising our Lord for His mercies. The sad part is
showed us their farm animals, many of which have seeing so many needy children just outside the gates of the
offspring, with pride childcare centers desiring to be a part of the AMG program;

During one trip, we provided leadership at a youthhere are thousands of children throughout Ugaritta w
camp that was attended by 218 AMG sponddrigh school similar needsThe cost of sponsoring a child is $28 per
studentsMany of these youths were in their early twentiesnonth. Your sponsorship will provide a child living in
as they were unable to attend school before receiving AM&reme poverty with that second chance.
sponsorship. The week was spent in the study of 1 John
with the theme of #Algnite Your lfyBwasesniemsied in sponsaishisan ia getiing A
adult presented a lecture, we broke up into small groups ofour church involved in missions with AM@lease contact
about20peopldf he studentsd main p usayAMG hntermationadi Atotrn:a Mi ssppon

closer walk with Jesus, doing well in school, a chance to go 6815 Shallowford RdChattanooga, TN 37421
to college (or get a good job), and salvation for their family (800) 2517206
and loved ones. www.amginternational.org

Many of hese students are from Muslin
backgrounds, and tribal witchcraft is practiced by many of

Book Reviews

The Leadership Ellipse: Shaping How We Lead By which an author seems to assume that the unique and

Who We AreRobert A. Fryling, 2010, InterVarsity Presspowerful way that God has drawn him or her into renewed

Downers Grove, lll., ISBN 9780830835381 pages, relaionship with Him is a standard template that every
$17.00, softcover. believer should be shoehorned into. | share that sentiment,

and it extends also to books about leadership, management,

A friend of mine said the other day that one of hisOr any of the other aspects of life that are far too complex to
pet peeves is the proliferation of books on spirituality in be summed up in 20Gapges and packaged for quick sale.


http://www.amginternational.org/
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With that in mind, | reluctantly picked ufhe John, R. C. Sproul, 2009, Reformation Trust Publishing,
Leadership Ellipseand was quite surprised by what | Lake Mary, Fla., ISBN 9781567691856, 414 pages, $27.00,
foundd a book on leadership which not only does not try kardcover.

force the reader into the latest model but challenges the Theologian R. C. Sproul, founder and chairman of
veryassumption that | eader s LigbdenMitstriesait@authbrdf bboRs siichiTiger mat t e
like that. Holiness of Gd andChosen by Gadas since 1997 filled

Fryling builds his controlling metaphor, the ellipset he pul pit of St .fordARDdda. w6 s
in contrast to the succedsr i ve@e yida | & p pr lat@scbbokdare collections of expository sermons on books
| e ader s hieye,he wited is fodused on a single of the Bible compiled in the St. Andrews Expositional
point, with everyhing else radiating out from it. Such an Commentary Series. The first work iretkeries, on
approach, with f@Aproduct i vRImENS, waspublisikedl i ©ctober, siné theecorsnientairyon
target fails the Christian leader miserably, sacrificing John followed in December.
spiritual development for outcomes and ultimately resulting Sproul is noted for taking the complex and
in burnout. An ellipse, on the other haigla geometric  powerful truths of Scripture and distilling them into an
shape centered on t wo s e panteastagdabfe @mmiwithout dilutitghhem. fhiso k 0 s
terminology, the #fAl eader s tommentarjord Johp safriés on tat taditibrg dxglonng thel
to ministry with one focus representing our inner, spirituab o ok 6s key t hemes with a cl
life and relationship to God, and the other focus Christ as God incarnate.
representing ououter, organizational, active life. Whereas many commentaries go extremely deep

Fryling addresses both foci, reminding leaders thaito the text, mining the precious words of Scripture for
ignorance of the condition of their hearts and their walk hidden gems, Sprodildohnstays closer to the surface. That
with God hinders the kingdom value of their work. By theis not to say that it is shallow, however. His focus is not to

same token, he encourages readers to vigorouply tieir f ur t her enl i ghten the serio
spiritual lives to the active work of ministry, thatrestandof | i fed for a congregation
meditation are not ends in themselves but-Giedn and apply the message of thegpel.

respites to replenish our hearts for the work to which He Given the serieso6 origin
calls us. does not cover much new ground from an exegetical

The Leadership Ellips&as a good reminder to mestandpoint. What it does bring to the vast family of
of the importace of stepping back to take stock of our  faithfully exposited discussions of the Word is a well
work in the Lordds ser vi ceutlifedbgpictueensdybfdohn thaganylie®ed dan divé e
called us first as His disciples, then as leaders. Read it, antb and be blessed by. Pastors, too, mayJotthand

be refreshed. subsequent books in the series helpful as they develop their
own expositional sermons to equip their congregations for

Justin Lonas ministry.

Target: Pastors/Church leaders Justin Lonas

Type: Leadership/Spirituality
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Sermon Help® fresh from Sermonhall.com

Outline A. Blindness.
Lessons from a Blind Man B. People.
Mark 10:4652 C. People often use obstacles as excuses. Are we as
I. He Took Rersonal Initiative (vv. 4@17) desperate for Jesus Bartimaeusvas?
A. Someonédold the blind man about Jesus. Ill. He Responded Promptly to Christ's Invitation (vv= 49
B. Once he learned Jesus was passing by, he dicbfit o o N
wait for someone to lead him to Jesus! He was desperate! A. The invitation wasifst issued by JesusCall
People aren't desperate enough! him.o
C. All need to take personal initiative. B. Invitation was relayed by others. Same now.

Il. He Peasisted over Obstacles (v. 48)
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C. The invitation to come was accepted as the cause of her loss. However, nothing was said about
immediately. the matter. During the ensuing months, a revival took place
IV. He Exerciged Powerful Faith (W51-52a) in the village in question, and amormpse who became

A. Verbal confessiorfll want to se@ convicted of sin was the owner of the knife. Becoming

B. Did not sayjif you can® Simple, yet powerful converted, he obeyed his conscience by going to the widow
faith. and confessing the wrong he had done her. Thereupon she
V. He Folloved the Path of Jesus (v. 52b) told him she had long known it, and showed him his knife.

A. Immediately he was cured and immediately he fiBut why did you not inform the authorities about
followed Jesus! me, and make me pay the damage® asked.

B. No longer desperate, now he is grateful/thankful! fiThere was a more excellent waghe saidfil took
Conclusion: What aboytou! You will stand before God to thato
give an account. No excuses, no finger pointing. Are you fiwhat was it® asked the lad.
desperate enough for Jesus? Salvation & service. fiTo pray for you, in accordance with the Master's

Bob McCutcheon directionso So the widow had hdrevengep.
Author Unkown

lllustration
Christian Treatment of Enemies Bulletin Inserts

A poor widow, who was a washerwoman, partly On the Gospel
depended for support upon the prodateer garden. In it The world has many religions; it has but one gospel.
was a peach tree, the fruit of which was coveted by some George Owen
boys of the village. Accordingly, one night they entered the
garden to rob the tree. The widow had, however, made arhe glorious gospel of the grace of God is the profound
timely gathering of her fruit that dain revenge for their  heritage of the church in its ministry to a lost world.
disappointment, the wicked lads turned some swine into the  William E. Gilroy, via The Book of Living Quotatien
gardenwhich, by morning, had wrought havoc among the
poor woman's vegetables and made her suffer in The gospel does not consist of what we can do for
consequence through the winter. ourselves, but of what God stands ready to do for us.

In looking at the desolation, she picked up a knife
with a name egraved on the handle. It was the name of aThe gospel is only good news if it gets there in time.
village boy whom she knew, and whom she thus recognized

NewsUpdate

European Court Rules against Turkey's Religion 1D
Compass Direct News reports that a European c@tiacks on Christians in India's Karnataka Frequent,
on Feb. 2 ordered Turkey to remove the religious affiliati¢turious

section from citizer@dentificationcards, calling the Compass Direct News reports thadiats
practice a violation of human rights. Karnataka state recorded the highest number of anti
Religious minorities, in Turkey have faced Christian attacks ithat countrylast year, and it is keeping
discrimination because of the mandatory religion pace this year. Christians in Karnataka are being athck
declaration on their identification cardshich was fiat rapid regularity andfiwith near impunityg said Dr.
enforced until 2006Since then, citizens are allowtl Babu Joseph, spokesperson of the Catholic Bishops'
leave theiReligiond section of their IDs blank. Conference of India.
The ruling by the European Court of Human Rights Much of the violence occurs under the vigilante
fis a good thing)y said Zekai Tanyar, president of the pretext of rounding up Christians supposedly involved in

Turkish Protestant Alliance, citing prejudices against fiforcibled or fifraudulen® conversion efforts. On Feb. 1 in

Christian convertgiReligion on the ID] carost people  Thagadur village, Kodagu district, Hindu extremists

their jobso he saidfilt has been known to affect whether dragged 11 Christiadsincluding four womed from their

they get a job or not, how people look at them, whether theynes and colluded with police to arrest them on such false

are accepted for a post or an application of some sort. charges.

Therefore | think [the ruling] is a good and appropriate The Global Council of Indian Christins reported

thing.o that all of the Christians were tortured at the Siddapur
Religion Today Summariegolice station to pressure them to admit to the charges.
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Police denied torturing the Christians, but like many peoefense Association, which represented the farfiiie

in India easily confused by Hindu extremist propaganda, two highest courts in Germany have ruled that it is

Inspector R&an Singh of the Siddapur police station acceptable for the German governmenistamp oud

seemed to erroneously believe that laws against frauduldrdmeschoolers as some kindjpérallel society

conversion apply to any kind of proclamation of faith. ~ Donnelly said he hopes the ruling will influence public

Religion Today Summariesopinionin Germany and that the government will
understand that homeschoolers are not a threat to society.

Haitians Keep Churches Alive Amid Tragedy Baptist Press
Christian Todayreportsthat Haitian Christians

have not given up their faith despite the devastating 10 Americans in Haiti Charged With Child Kidnapping

earthquake two weeks ago. CNN_reports that 10 American Baptists in Haiti
fOur missonaries tell us in PoduPrince [people] were charged with child kidnapping and criminal

still put on their best clothes and walked to church this pastsociation yesterday, according teithawyer.

Sunday) Assemblies of God General Superintendent Dr. The 10person team attempted to bring 33 Haitian

George O. Wood said. He said many churches have  children to a makeshift orphanage in the Dominican

continued to meet in open spaces even whenlibeges of Republic but was turned back at the border. The group's

worship have been destroyed. leader, Laura Silsby, acknowledged that she had not
Seattlebased Pastor Mark Driscoll observed the received permission from Haitian &otities and that she

same thing during his trip to Haiti last we@Kk.was so knew the group's papers were not in order. She says the

amazing in the midst of devastation to see the people thajroup was justrying to help quake victims.

love Jesus also love the church and no matter wéed The other nine members of the team did not know

committed to being the church and being mission on the that the plan had not been approved, according to their

churchg he told his congregation at Mars Hill Churétf.  lawyer, Edwin Cogfi'm goingto do everything | can to get

you really love Jesus, you love the church. If you don't lotlee nine out) Coq said. That would still leave mission

the church, you don't love Jesuke said. leader Laura Silsby facing charges. The 33 children are
Religion Today Summariescurrently housed with another children's group in-ort
Prince.
German Homeschoolers GrantedAsylum in U.S. Religion Today Summaries

A couple that was persecutedGermany because
they homeschooled their children has been granted pblitidaS. Passes 50 Million AbortiorMark
asylum in the United States. Baptist Presseports that at some point during the
Uwe and Hannelore Romeike fled to Tennessee ipast two years the United States experienced its 50
2008 after German officials ordered them to send their millionth legal aborin.
children to school, pay fines totaling $10,00thave their The statisti® which spans the 37 years since the
children taken away. In Germany, children are required tt).S. Supreme Court legalized abortion nationwide in
attend public or private schools, and those who choose 1973 is based on data compiled by the-phmice
homeschooling have reged a trend in prosecutions. Guttmacher Institute and tallied by thetiaal Right to
fiDuring the last 10 to 20 years the curriculum in Life Committee.The 50 million mark wa passed in 2008
public schools has been necand more against Christian and likely approached or reached 52 million in 2009,
valuesp Uwe Romeike said, according to the Associated although data isat yet available for that year.

Pressiiwe knew we had to leave the coundry. In contrast, the combined number of military deaths
A U.S. immigration court Jan. 26 granted the in all of America's ward from the Revolutionary War to
family asylum, finding that the German government the second Iragq wéris 1.2 million. An NBC News/Wall

violated their basic humanghts. The incident marks a rareStreet Journal Poll from September 2008 showed that 10
case of asylum being granted to people from a nation witbercent of registered voters believed abortion should always
which the United States has strong diplomatic ties and ewenillegal and 37 percent believed it should be legal only in
a military alliancethe AP noted. cases of rape, incest and to save the motlifer's |

fiThere is no safety for homeschoolers in Religion Today Summaries
Germanyg said Mike Donnelly ofie Home School Legal
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Puzzl es and 6Toons

Church 6Toons
by Joe McKeever

“TELL THE MUSIC
DIRECTOR TO
SING ANOTHER

VERSE /*

[ —)
THIS MORNING'S
SERNON

“LOOK PASTOR, T APPRECIATE THE REQUEST,
BUT YOUR SERMONS NEED MORE HELP
THAN T caN Gwe [
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Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham
by Mark Oshman



