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Living the Resurrection
By Justin Lonas

Originally Published inPulpit Helps April 2009. stand out as to why the resurrection deserves paramount
On the face of it, Easter seems like a attention.
straightforward celebration of Christbds sacrifice for
Without doubt, the salvation of mankind was an integral 1) It Was Prophesied
part of the death, burisdnd resurrection of Christ. The | saiah is replete with r
wider view of Calvary, however, reveals Christ crucified de reign after His sufferingnl55:1t1 3, h &owvdllay s 1
the cornerstone of Godods bywondwHich goeskrothsfrom Mytmouthaltwellna | or vy .
From the very beginning, Easter was calculated foeturn to Me empty, without accomplishing what | desire,
in the midst of meting out the justified curses on His and without succeeding in the matter for which | sent it. For
hardiwork after their rebellion, God promised a coming you will go out with joy and be led forth with peaces th
redemption (Gen. 3:15). Latétle clarified His promises ~ mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy
through the prophets, most notably via a man named  before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their
iSalvation is Godo (1| sai ahapds. Inktsad of hentholn bugh the £ypress willcomsetup, n ¢
between two comings of Messtalhe elalorates on the and instead of the nettle the myrtle will come up, and it will
t heme of the coming king kemnoemoiialothe lond,dos dn evBriadtiregsignsvhidhe a d

917), but adds to it the mdlnotbetutoibe of the Asuffering
who would be undeservedly punished to take away the sins The AWordo spoken of her
of mankind (Is. 53:112). As we see throughout Scripture, Chr i st . The Lorddés decl arati

bothappearances are crucial to a proper understanding afmpty tells us that His death alone was not the sum total of

Christ. Paradoxically, the Jews were so focused on the His task on earth. Theak of redeeming creation

second, triumphal coming that they had Jesus crucified foeferenced in this passage is not yet complete, but it is

blasphemy when He arrived the first time. promised; the crucified servant, therefore, had to be raised
The events surrounding the crucifixion arelfiert  to return. In Matthew 20:189, John 2:19, and elsewhere,

evidence of the cosmic significance of that day. The thordesus predicted His death and resurrection, seldom

woven into His crown evoke a powerful irony as a produghentioning one without the other.

of the curse was used to mark the King on the day He

settled the score; the story arc of fall and redemption car¢ The Resurrection defeated death and Satan

full circle. Athanagis of Alexandria in hi©n the Christds atonement had a

Incarnationspeaks of the earthquakes, darkness, and raidieigat not only sin but death and Satan. Whereas His

of deceased saints at C h r sasrificialsleath ecaetreld theasins of Humanity,lolyl His o f

bearing witness to the fact of His Lordship and the act ofresurrection cast a death and dealt the crushing blow to

redemption. Satands power .
Paul 6s polemic against d
Why Resurrection? in 1 Corinthians 15 makes cl

While Easter often draws our focus to the cross, thas the key both to eternal life and to the demise of death.
resurrection is the foundational act that gives fullness of Paul proves that Christas in fact raised (vv.-8), that His
meaning to everything that came before. Sometimes we ongoing life is key to our salvation (vv. 1®), that His
think of it as the happy esudectiomgheralds etérrfaldife forrthese Whodsotlow Higmo ¢
atonement, but without rising fromh e de ad, C(avr 2023}, @and thawvdeattkitself has been defeated by
would not have been complete. Among others, fourreas@b r i st 6 s abc7t)But Glinst ha Beén, raisbd4

from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For
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since by a man came death, by a man also came the  backbone of our faith. It is a time for us to reflect on the
resurrection of the dead ( 1 C e2t).Paulrbiter2téd cost of our redemption, the meaning of forgiveness, and the
this truth to the Thessalonians, encouraging them to griegiory of God. More thathat, however, it should stir us to
withhopei n t he assurance of rgiswe rfelcdd tont antdh e hrra altidtsy o f

victory over death (1 Thess. 4:18). said in Phil. 2:12fwork out your salvation with fear and
trembling 6 The magnitude of Chri
3) It brought greater glory to God Easter (not just physically, but theoloagily [giving up His

Perhaps the only t hi ngnaturd becomngsedardtedsronotie F&her dicg) demands
holiness, power, and love more than casting His only sora response of obedience to His holiness and mercy. The
away from Himself by making Hirimto sin itself to atone obligation is one of gratitude; the God who gave His Son
for our sins (2 Cor. 5:21) was for Him to be restored to for us is not interested in forced obedience.
fellowship with Jesus by raising Him from the dead. Christ Living the resurrection should encompass both
the Afirst fruitso was wescbmessbanokt ooGotés Fait hley , ax
the door for all those who believe in Him to be adojéal make disciples. When we do justice, love mercy, and walk
the Kingdom. For the first time since the fall, the Lord waBumbly with our God (Micah 6:8), oactions fly in the
able to enjoy fellowship with His creation without violatingace of human nature because they are flowing from the life
His holiness. within us. I n that way, we ¢

Additionally, in Luke 24:3536, Jesus points out  resurrection; only if He was raised and is alive could He
that His suffering and resurrection were necessary for Hioontinue to work among men.
to erter into His glory. His triumph over death and Satan Jesus Himself desires that we carryHia mission
showed once for all His ultimate power. Because Hedied n t he power of the resurrec
the death of a cursed criminal on the cross, His resurrection ayer 6 of John 17, He pl eac
brought supreme honor and glory from the greatest di sci pl eSanctifyshem in mugh; Yout word is
dishonorto whichman could subjedtim. truth. As You sent Me into the world, | also have sent them

into the world. Fo their sakes | sanctify Myself that they
4) The Resurrection e mpo wtemsaves@lbormaysbe sasctifiedan tutlo(wel®)sin 1 7

Jesusbd very publ i c de atakingthewsbspehto aut neighbopsani ithe mations, we are
resurrection, would have easily quashed the spread of Hisu | f i | | i ng Christdéds call anc
teaching. As Jesus prophesied in Matt. 2831His death Johndés gospel concheudes
scattered the disciples, but He drewrthback to Himself s cope of Chri st és | Anfdthere de a't
and commissioned them after He was raised. Athanasiusare also many other things which Jesus did, which if they
cites the empowerment of the disciples after the were written in detail, | suppose that even the world itself
resurrection as evi dence wduldhcontam theédbmoksltieat wowdbe wrilten & a b h .
early Church clearly did not fear death as the culture aro@ad?5). There is definite sense in which every believer
them, bravingpersecutions and martyrdom to take the tells a unique part of that story until the whole world is
Gospel to the corners of the known world within a few indeed filled with truth and majesty at the second coming.
generations of Christ. The resurrection reinvigorated the The glory of the resurrection is seen each day in the fullness
di sciplesbé commitment to €hr CBht ibst ine sk iahg@onldtmi daagetterd h ¢
way for the coming of the Holy Spirit. way to celebrate Easter than giving feet to that greatdruth

Christ the Lord is risen!
Living it out

Clearly, Easter should motivate us to a deeper Justin Lonas is editor @isciple Magazine.

understanding and appreciation of the truths that form the

Exegetically Speaking by Spiros Zodhiates

What Is Tradition?
Matthew 15:19

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthe2006, In this section, Jesus first addressed the scribes and
AMG Publishers. Pharisees (vv.iB), then the people in general (vwi1@),
and finally, His disciples (vv. 1520).
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[1, 2] The Greek worgharddosis(3862), translated In contrast to this value children should naturally
fitraditon, 0 appears i n this paplaxaq teiriparents, desus speke afaguat and 6,
in the singular number, that is, tradition, not traditions. Thee c o g ni z e d And he thatltesettk aaw 0 | i g 9 n

noun derives from the vefba r a d ¢3860]ntd [2551], the present participle &f a k o I[25%]]@ren
voluntarily deliver; frompara [3844], a preposition that  kakos[2556], evil; | ®,do@peakhis father, or his mother,
denotes proximity; and 2 d {@AB25b], to give), a verb shall surely be puttodeath ( Sept . ; Ex. 21:

ending inmi which emphasizes completion, like a finishedmnalignment here is not an occasional outburst but a lifestyle
product. Tradition, therefore, was the completed productafintentianal harm, thus, the use of the predeas
the eldersfresbuteroi4245], older leaders). That traditioropposed to the aoridtparticiple.We may also note that

was the product of the elders across several generationseasv i | speech is not restricte
shown in verse 2 and also in Mark 7:3. In MarkiB;che i ncl udes speaking Aofd or ne
fitraditionofme® i s ¢ o n tthe amnmandment i tompldints. The command blankets over diegat indirect
(e n t [@785)) of God © discourse.

Here, a group of scribes and Pharisees from The punishment is harsh. While allowance was

Jerusal em compl ai ntrarsdress Cimade is thedOdd Tesiarsentifop stoairsy rebellious children
(parabainousithe present indicative gf a r a [2849n @ (Deut. 21:1821), the purpose clause associated with

to transgress; fromparaandb a 2[mfgj to go)the obedi ence t o t hithatthy ¢gagsanayfbé ¢ ¢
tradition of the elders 0 By u erb, thgelderd i s lomg upon the langvhich theLorDthy God giveth thee

el evated their tradition (Ex 20t18),dmpliesthatGod lHimhselGumuddésisorten thenma r
According to them, neither should be transgressed or life of a child given to a lifestyle of maligning his or her
violated. parents.

The particular complaint was directed at the [5,6]Anot her significakRot co
disciples eating bread without washing their hands. God commandefl. 4]é Butye sag .0 N oytare&aod
Washing hands befoeating makes good hygienic sense,and humans comparddut al s ocomnmard ver bs
but the scribes and Pharisees were not concerned with (eneteilat) asayd lédetd.
hygiene. To them, Whhdogourwa s a Jasus gavd a spesifiolaton thafidishonors
disciples contradict the tradition of the eld@rs p ar e Whosver shill say to his father or his mottdr,

[BlJesus answer ed wiWhy asagib(d @ it[#@85], gifty[® Sadpwhich youfwould
(dia[1223] with the accusativenhat follows, on account of; otherwise profit from and honors not his father or his
ti[5101, what ; 6 f doyewlbodransgressahsnwthdd, he shall be fréda.t.).

commandment of God lgur traditior? 6 The | ast pAhata shameful practice for spiritual leaders to
prepared the way for Jesus to demonstrate that they werdisplay to their followers! In effect, a Pharisee said to his
being inconsistent. parentsil 6d | i ke t o give you thi
[4] He then &plained,fiFor God commanded you need, but | have dedicated it to Gutksus implied that
(eneteilatpthe aorist tense @ntéllomai[1781], to there is no exception to honoring parents, so this tradition of
command, saying,dHonor thy father and mothdyand, withholding something needed by parents on the pretense

He that curseth father or mother, let him the deatht that it was dedicated tGod did not constitute a valid

The scribes and Pharisees would agree that God had  exception but clearly transgressed the Law (v. 3).

commaned these things, for they had no contention over Mor eover, the scrgdamcelled an

Mosaic Law. Moreover, the first command pertaining to tfé k u r dhe adrist tense af k u [208Pto carel; from

family, which Jesus quoted here, was one of the Ten  the alpha negativa[1], against; ané u r [2964], to

Commandments, the very foundation of the Israelite confirm, mada®s Inathadhexdvfteect 6

community and society in general (Ex. 20:I)e second commandment of God wiftheir] traditiond  ( @histwas) .

command He quoted was from the same revelation to a serious accusatio®f course, the Mosaic Law holds, so

Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex. 21:17). this was only a vain attempt
The Gr ee khomo rtima(thepreseiit command for their personal profit, not a real cancellation

imperative oft i nj$0€], to hono). Contrasting with the that God will concede to on the day of judgment.

aorist, the present imperative extends through life itself, that ~ [7] Jesus characterized this subversion of the Law

is, for as long as parents are alive. The correspondingndyncal i ng t he scr ihppecsitieeand Phar

t i (BU92) presupposes value. AlthoutjimUis somewhat (hupokritai[5273]), as He frequently called them (Matt.

synonymous wittaxia([n.f.], price, worth, commercial 22:18; 23:1315; Mark 7:6, etc.).

valug, it incorporates the idea of sentiment, therefore [BlThen He quot &hispéopldads | s a
sentimental valu® something we would not attach to [2997) draweth nighleggizeithe present tenseefg g 2 z @
money, for example. [1448], to approachunto me with their mouth, and

honoureth me with their lips; but their heartisfar- r r @
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[4206], an adverb meaning far away, disjdnm me(see  (didaskontesthe present participle of i d §18XI[¢Zto
Isa. 29:13) teach) for doctrines(or teachings, frondidaskaliais the

fiTheir heard(h Uk {2586]a a t) @actually plural ofdidaskalia[1319], teaching commandments
singular in numbr, signifying that while the hearts of the (entalmatathe plural ontalma[177g, command,
people are many, their attitude and unbelief is one. The precept; from the verentéllomai1781], to command,
Greek verlt r a n sigd a thieapéehei[566], is held enjoin of mem (a.t.)

off; the present tense af p ® §5B8§)to be far awayrnd The wa,ya vihi ch dmatereaddnu s e ¢
it is also singular. When used impenally (as here in the the idea of substitution, is not in the Greek deftte

third person)apécheimeans to restrain or hold offhe commandments of men in place of (for) doctrine. The most
Old Testament picture here, then, was that of Israel fulldf i t er al r e a dain acgusative caget e ac hi n ¢

idols, holding God off, restraining His approachatan c ommandment s of men, 0 thus i
absurdly assumed fisafeo dwsthntke & coofmemaentnt. gé nTt hsi osmnaocnc
heat was locked in to idols, the most they could offer Godariety of human expression over and against the unity of

was their mouth and ligse x t er n al appencGadés thbeghtl eano

hands. The illustration was quite appropriate, considering

their complaint against the disciples. Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of
[OlJesusd rest at e meontihued fAMG Iaternattohabirs Chattanodga) Tean. for over 30 years,

fiBut in vain(m § t [B1B5] from mataios[3152], vain, was the founding editor ¢fulpit HelpsMagazine, and

uselesslythey do worshigsébontaj the present tense of authored dozens of exegetical books.

séboma[4576), to revere, adore, worshime, teaching

Living in the Tension of Death: Lessons from Three Days in the Grave
By AmandaHeld Opelt

Originally published inPulpit Helps March 2008 | often wonder whyGod waited those three days.
Wasnét Jesus simply aching t
We will never be able to experience Good Friday Berhaps God wanted to teach the disciples something about
the disciples did. We c anliviogn the tension di thcedaihty. Tiey reedadyto Idara ¢ a |
know the end of the stodythat after three days, Jesus wasrust the hard way, needed to learn how to find hope in a
alive again. hopeless situation. Indeed, they were completely shocked
I never realized until someone pointedut to me by the resurrection, as shocked as | would be if my
that the disciples had absolutely no hope of resurrection grandfather came walking through the door.
their minds. Because they were so dense (as dense as | am It was so unbelievable to them that Thomas even
most of the time)and did not understand the teachings ofinsisted on touching the scars before he acceptedab,|
Jesus concerning His death, the crucifixion seemed to bem astounded when God works miracles in my life, when
the end bthe story, the failure of the Messiah, of maybe He resolves difficult situations or brings me out of sadness.
even God Himself. For years, they had given theirlivesfor get so caught up in the fe
this man and His purpose. And now it was, in their mindsgven believe it when the storm clears. The thing is, He
over and utterly unsuccessful. never does it on miyme or in the way | would have
I remember my gr andf atdxmeted.sYyoufseenGod had a,mudh Qreatef purpoad than y
it all. Nothing in me entertained the possibility of him my comfort and a much better story to tell with my life than
climbing up out of that coffin. We laid flowers and drove one of ease and profit.
away, never to see him again. Such is death. As you prepare to celebrate Easter, | encourage you
Our inability to recognize and live in the to consider the Saturday betwe@rucifixion Friday and
knowledge of the end of the story, failure to see the big Resurrection Sunday. Perhaps it is very familiar to you.
pictured this, in my opinion, is what usually lies at the  Perhaps it is much like the place you are walking through
heart of our despair. The disciples were lost, caught up imight now in your life. What does God have to teach you
the darkness and hopelessness of the moment. Like therinefore He rolls that stone away? Most of all, remember that
blind to the wonderful work God is doing in His own timeyou know the end of the story. He is risen! There is victory
| am a slave to the imrdete. What is going on, what | amin Christ!
feeling in this immediate moment, often takes on the guise
of eternality. It looms and threatens with the lie that this is Amanda Held Opelt lives in Nashville, Tennessee,
all there is, that my whole life will be this way. It becomes where she works in ministry to
my entire story. womenand families of the inner city
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I f 1 6m a Sol di e€?0 PatWHeWerk of Dembne Wa r
By Gerald Robison

So far in this series,anmedlve |liekaa nMidc it chealt &Srpd ©G a kur

Warfare is areality. Itisnotmakkee | i eve andi st bskeofisemmadr0o and fidevil o

up of i magimearoyd vidbed cegaer yn e dthetwbrdnhust @ead gomething, and it must be important as

purpose is to fAbuil d & gpak adgesceEption of who theylare ansvigat tiey do.rCdrioSlg, t a r

is to abort that plan. however, few Christians seem to even know what the word
Last i ssue, we | eft ofifdewnarhd gqmuecspdadi abouydketh dfténe , il f

i snot omni sci ent, how does heé Demow 0s ousedward tlatinteanms t us t

he can accuse uis Wheof oarree Gihdef? bdeekiodngse n died o knowo. Some
and where do they come f r twmGréektarmcondistibutiond & .Mndhattsénsesthe

installment will begin there. demons are watching us, gathering information about our
weaknesses for Satan to exploit. Is it any wonder then, that
The Background on Demons Satan has the means to know enough about us that he may
In order to better understand how Satanworks faccuseo us before God? I s i
through those demons who help him, we must first wha astrologers, mediums, and witches say is true?

understand angelbecause Satan addmons are angéls
fallen in sin, but angels nonetheless. Did you ever wondepummary _ o
why God created angels in the first place? This is one of the | hope you are convinced at this point that there
most remarkable questions and answers | have come acf888y is the possibility of a spiritual war going on. After all,
in studying Scripture. the Bible plainly speaks of Lucifer being our opponent and
To understand this we must turntbe book of accuser. With him, areany angels (demons) who are
HebrewsfiBut to which of the angels has He ever séit, committed to his same purposes. And at the same time,
at My right hand, until | make your enemies a footstool fdg0 d 0 s pl an and purpose for
your feet?6 Are they not Bepplefoptin who gre assisieg and rpinistered taby s e

render service for the sake of those who will inherit created~angeI§. N _
salvatin? ( He H4). 1: 13 AOka@ayyou say, fisomayhedr e i
The conclusion we draw here is that the purpose®fm a part of it, but where |

the angels is to minister to the saints. Therefore, it wouldthe heavens, around the earth, in every nation, through
l ogical to say that the p@eypsaegithnevery copmuniy,clirch hoge and i
pervert that very plan. In other words, their planisto ~ individual! It is happening in secret and in the open; it is
hamperpester, frustrate, tempt, depress and oppress thddaPpening inftis world and in the unseen world! It is well
who are in Christ. These are two opposing forces in the Planned, wekorchestrated and wetlhought out by our
spiritual realnd one that seeks to minister to you, and on€neémies. _ .
that seeks to damn you. Here, again, is the foundation ofthe But some bi g questions s
spiritual warfare in whichve find ourselves! things affect me, my world and my life? If so, to what
It is intriguing to find that Lucifer has perverted —extent? How might it be seen in the eveyydacumstances
many of @dndadtsthavseeynsto be miodus ©f my Wedt e?answer these que:
operandi For i n swisdomevaspereredto s Next installment entitled,
Sat avie$ de has turned the minds of men fromthe and Future. 0
miracles of God tohte magic of sorcerers. He has persuaded
men to seek knowledge, not from the revelation of God, but ~ Gerald Robison is etounder ofUnveilinGLORY, a
from mediums, astrologers and witches. He has even seaminar and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the
perverted a walk of faith in relationship with God into beingglory of God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples
ireligiouso (r emembieeforehisow ©f 818 wogdiUpvailinGLERY g besyknawn for the book
Damascus Road experience!). and semina€at and Dog Theolog¥serald has pastored
Those ange|s that follow Satan are committed to churches in the us, AUStra,Iiand the Netherlands, and he

this same subversion. They §&ontaueptld eadk A@WMH ORS! i §&Md &
know of no personal names for them, as we do of some Bi bl eo Mini


http://www.unveilinglory.com/
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Points to Ponde® by David L. Olford
Two Important Ministry Priorities

Text: fiYou therefore, my son, be strong in thend the same is true for us today. Being strengthened
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that youby dynamic grace needs to &riority concern for us
have heard from me among many witnesses, commés we seek to serve the Lord.
these to faithful men who will be able to teach others

asoo (2 Ti®@othy 2:1 2) Be Focused on a Definite Goal

Thought: The Apostle Paulvasfinishing his AANd the things that you have heard from me
earthly race, but Timothy needto take the baton andamong many witnesses, commit these to faithful men
keep on running. He needto faithfully fulfill his who will be able to teach others atsw. @). The
ministry. 2 Timothy is filled with directives, definite goal focuseon the passing on of truth
exhortations, instructions and words of testimony  ( things that you have heard fromeng . Ti mot h:

written to encourge Timothy to run his race well. Thisiot to keep the truth or the ministry of the truth to
specifig succinct text clearly presents two priority himself These At hings, 0 the
concerns of thepostle for his son in the faith, Timothy had learned from Pawlere now to be passed
Timothy, and these priorities need to be priorities foron to othersT h e s e ot h e faghfuwrem e t o
those involved in similar pastoral and leadership wi t h a n teathiotherstalgoot o

ministries today. The vision is one of tth and ministry
multiplication.Th e cal | o r codmititheset i
1) Be Strengthened by Dynamic Grace thingd t hat Timothy has | ear

fiBe strong in the grace that is in Christ JeSuswas not to be a casyalocess; this was to be a
(v. 1). Timothy could not fulfill his ministry on his  mandated ministry of entrusting truth purposefully and
own. He neededynamicgrace Paul 0 s d spec#iaalty.i Thisedirective stands alongside of other
Timothy comes in light of his own challenges, challenges that Paul gave Timothy. Timothy needed to
sufferings and experience in ministry. At the same fistir up the giftofGod t hat was i n hi
time, Paul knew what Timothy was facing and what he neededl oholdifast the pattern of sound woeds
would face in the hard times ahead (2 Tim. 2:3;8:1t hat he had recei vedghtfy2 T
4:3-5). Grace was sufficient for Paul in the midst of dividetheword oftruth (2 Tim. 2:15) ,
suffering (2 Cor. 12:4110), and itwould be needédy h e n e emtemchthéwordi hi msel f (2
Timothy. Within the context of his ministry, though,

In short,we still desperately need thdgnamic Timothy needed to give priority to the practice of
gracetoday The source of dynamic grace is very  mentoring and training others to further the ministry of
important to notgi tis infChrist Jesus Paul exhorted the word. We need to hear this today in the midst of
Timothy not toseek artificial or alternative sources fothe various activities that demand or call for attention.
true strength for life and sace, and we should not
either What we need is found in our Lord Himself, odihrust: May dynamic grace empower us tdfill the
sufficiency is in Christ. Whatever practical and definite goal of multiplying ministry and furthering the
personal helps we have or find, they will not substituter ut h oérd. Gododés W
for the resource of divine grace in Christ Hetis

Timothy was to exgrience dynamic grace as  David Olford teaches expository preaching at Union
an act of willful dependence; he was to be Universityds Stephen Otfrd Center in Memphis,
strengthened by the Lord. This strength would be Tennessee
necessary for the tasks and trials that he was to face,
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The Story Behind the Song by Lindsay Terry

How Could | Forget My Song?
Songgi Bl essed Be the Lord God Al mightyo

fiBlessed be the God and Fathewoof Lord Jesus trouble coming up with something to sing, so | decided to
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual lohgsi®  write some music particularly for that service. All of a
heavenly placesin Christ ( Ep h . 1:3). sudden, Bé6Bt hBeskedrd God Al mi ¢

During Bob Fittsd ear |omydhéartllydch and rdelogyalbat osice.lThese wasaetllly e
Bob, Sr., was a Southern Baptist minister in Cleburne, no work involved.
Texas, near Fort Worth, who loved Southern Gospel music. fiThe next morning | went to the church, and as |
Therefore, it was that genre of music that Baib, was stood up to present my song | realized that | had completely
exposed to as a child. In later teen years, after his dad amargotten it. | had notvritten it down, so | just could not
his mom, Joni, moved the family to California, he was remember it. Another song that | had known for some time
greatly influenced by a contemporary Christian music gragme into my mind, so | sang that one. That experience left
called The 2nd Chapter of Acts. me more than a little frustrated. As | was walking home

Bob received a Bachelor of Arts degri@ Christian from the church, my new song all came backig so | ran
Ministry from the Melodyland School of Theology in to the house and quickly put
Anaheim, California. During his college yearshealso Al mi ght yé6 on tape. Two year ¢
served as Youth Minister at Trinity Christian Center in  tour in which | included my new song and it was very well
Riverside, California. It was also during that time, 1976, r e cei ved. 0O
that he and his wifd{athy, were married. In 1982, Bob, Bobbs song is known in E
Kathy and their first child, Andy, about eighteen months dlde a v e nfirst¢three Wwoeds of the verse. It is now
at the time, moved to Hawaii, where they became involvedaking its way into hymnals, thus giving it an opportunity
with the organization, Youth withdission (YWAM). In  to become better known and loved by the masses. This
theirmany yearsn that island statgsod hagjiven them worship song has its lyrics based in Scripture, namely
three other children. Revel at ilLord Gog th&Almighty, wa wasand

During my long distance interview with Bphe who isandwhoistocome 6 and E p IBlessed ben s
told me the unusuatory behind his very popular praise the God and Father of our Lord JesQhrist...0

song,i Bessed Be the Lord God Almighity It has been included in many recorded projects. Bob
AMy family and | had |hasrécoraded ofittths been imctuded @ la fothl oftwelvea t
Hawaii. Although | was nder the umbrella of YWAM, andalbums,a recenexampleo f whi ch i s an | n
had agreed to teach in their Discipleship Training SchoolWwi | | Bow To You, 0 on whkvoch f
my initial reason for coming here was to write Christan of hi s son Andyodés offerings
songs. After a short time | found myself getting involved in Bob and Kathy continue to make their home in
so many other activities that my songwriting vieaéng Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, with their children Ryan, Garratt and
pushed further and further into the background. Mikella. Andy was maiied in April of 2000.
fil became somewhat disenchanted. The living Themostwonder f ul aspect of

conditions our family was struggling with was adding to tigethreefold in its scope, as we recognize the marvelous

displeasure. The only housing available to us was an oldattributes of God, extend our praise to Him, and express our

run-down building, now owned by YWAMhat had intention of making H8 name known in all the earth. May

formerly been a shelter for coffee bean pickers. It was a that beour focus in worshipping and serving Him!

mess, and greatly contributed to the discouragement | was

feeling at that time in my life. Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for ntba@ 40
fiOne night | began to talk to the Lord about our years, and has written widely on thackground of great

situation. As | took my guitar down, it dawnegan me that hymns and worship songs including the bob&suld Sing

| was to lead worship at a church the next day. | was also of Your Love Forevef2008) andlhe Sacfiice of Praise

committed to furnish some special music. | was having (2002).
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Living out the Living Word & by Justin Lonas

Longing for Pure Milkk: Gr oundi ng Faith in Goddés Word
1 Peter 1:22:3

Part four in an expsitional series on 1 Peter. again that the life and giftf salvation is of an eternal,

How do we as believers avoid sin? Think of the imperishable nature (vv. 5, 18) in contrast to the perishable
volume of Christian books, sermons, and seminars devotaihgs of this world. Our spiritual life springs from the
to answering that question. While making this our primarg t er nal , unshakabl e seed of
concern can distort the Gagntered nature of the faith, itis o met hi ng t e mp o r a traditonaf made n u ¢
only right for Christians to desire to shed the burden of sitcf. Col. 2:8).
that keeps us from experiencing the fullness of the joy of Peter then quotes from Isaiah 48.@acking up
our salvation. his point with the very Word which he tells us our spiritual

1 Peter has a lot to say on that subject, framingitlini f e i s fBandéAdl upbhesh i s |
the context of what it means for believers to be holy, set glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the

apat as a people for God, even (or especially) in the middo wer f al l s of f, but the wor

of persecution. And this is the word which was preached togjou( v-v . 2 ¢
Through verses 131 of his epistle, Peter builds or25).

his depiction of the wonder of God in salvation (W13 Whenever we seek to gras

to exhort beihayagCGodigiholy. sO tHoe ifistructive to note how Christ and the Apostles view and

challenges the t peepafi[their] minds for action, keep handle the Scriptures. As we hawaed in previous articles

sober in spirit, and fiftheir] hope completely oh G o d & # this series, Peter is quick to quote from the Old

grace]o (1 Pet. 1:13) . H e Testament nrdughoiln thimbobkpandbhe copsistenflya r e d

mentally, emotionally, and spiritually to live out the gracegrounds his appeal on Scripture and scriptural principles.

of salvation in the righteousness abd> That same call Here, he shows the Word to be the very basis of our

applies to believers for all time. Versed 3 provide the salvation ad regeneration; the living, enduring,

whyo behind this -2ladkscribe o impedcidhable teuth shat Gaddas seeealed thBough Himself.

what 0 i s c¢omma 2B efidrs adlimpaes It seems that Ae:urzd@rstood the relationship between God

f the Ahowo that enabl esaondrHobeWoedcehat Johninl at er
Verses 223 continueP et er 6 s e x h o rthe ddginning was thedWom ,paredrthe Word wik God,

a di scourse on Gododéds Wordantathei Woodswas sGedr e Ard pI

of s al Sinaetyoudhave in gbedience to the truth  dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only

purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, begotten from the Father, full of grace and tduth ( J o h n

fervently love one another from the heart, for youehawen 14).

O ot It

born again not of seed which is perishable but In verse 23, Peter uses the Greek wogbs
imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring worg@vord), which oftenhas a much broader meaning than
of God 0 simply collections of nouns and verbs. It can refer to

The NIVdds wording of vteoughtor réason (& is thedssurca of theeBnglish word, i g h
on Peter 6s Nowthatyonhpvelpwifiee : #fAl ogi co), and it is often us
yourselves by obeying theith so that you have asincere sy nonym f or Chri st. Her didos otft
love for your brothers, love one another deeply from the God, but He is also the very intelligence of God
heart 6 I n other words, i f wpgersanifiee. Petdr may indegd have wanteddoncomaey to slis

the previous section (i.diving in holiness), then we shouldeaders that their faith was grounded firmly on the Old
also be growing into a love for our fellow bidwashed Testament (cf. vv. 2Q1) and revealed through Christ.

sinners. He then reiterates that statement as a command, In verse 25, Peter uses #elient termrhUma
giving further weight to the importance of unity withinthe( usual 'y ref erri ng t thisiathes pe c
Body of Christ. While Peter does not spend a lot of spacevord which was preachedtoyowd That i s, t h

on this concept, other New Testament writersdo (seel iwor do) of the Apostl es was
John 34, 1 Cor.13, etc.). The message is clear that this isand incarnate Word and His power for salvation. In sum,

imperative, and that our obedience to it is an indicator oft h iimperishabéseed i s bot h a compel
our faith. obedient to Goddés call t o Dbe
Peter says that this love, like all our obedience, somet hi ng enduri ng anftitleal i v e

flows from our spiritual rebirth. He reminds his readers
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way of life inherited from your forefathégv. 18), and the | f we tadted theslndiiess of the Lol
power that enables our obedience. through His Word and the joy of our salvation, it is only

At the beginning of chapter 2, we come to anothematural that we should desire more and more knowledge of
fitherefor® |, but this i s mor e odndfellowskpswitheHine Itri€atl the noofe urtcdngcionablee v |

13 verses than a new train of thought. Peter writes, for us to continue living for ourselves and pursuing sirr afte
fiTherefore, putting aside all malice and all deceitand we have experienced the full
hypocrisy and envy and all slandéke newborn babies, Peterds message in this

long for the pure milk of the Word, so that by it you may The Word of God is at the core of every aspect of our faith.
grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindnétsis absolutely vital to our health and growth as Christians,
of the Lordd ( w3\ . 1 admonishing us to flee frosin and enabling us to pursue
Malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander covettee holiness God desires. The Word is more than a tool for
wide range of sins of the hearetBr lists them here in Afsuccessful o Christian &ife,
contrast to his command to love the bretBrexach of thesethe Wordis the life and power of Christ. Peter did not
sins is acted out to harm and destroy others. Following Gm$ually recommend reading and studying Scrigtutes
in holiness leaves no place for acting in these ways towafidst readers as a means to live in righteousness in the midst
our fellow men (especially within the Church), so age of persecution; he passionately implored them to crave and
believers are to be done with such sins, putting them asidevour it because their very survival depended upon it.
for the hindrance they are. The answer to our initial question is the same.
The next phrase is arguably the crux of this whol&hough Christ has utiately conquered sin, there is no way
passage, as Peter exhorts his readers to desire the Wordnagur own power that we can live rightly by trying to
the means of growth in righteousness. Theimageisa fibeat 6 sin in our lives. Sirt
powerful one. As anyone who has ever had a child knowsje focus our energy on its removal, but when we marinate
they clamor for milk with an incredible urgency, and righttyur souls in the truth of what God has alreadgomplished
sad it is their sole source of nourishment, and to be and pour our lives into obediently fulfilling His purposes.
separated from it is deadly. Peter uses this metaphor to Read the Word; memorize it; bind it to your every thought
show us how crucial the Woisl to our spiritual lives (this and action; let it expose the sin in your heart and lead you to
is not analogous to the coepeasanoé. "GNNI Koi andhé@ment ¢
terms of depth of understanding as in 1 Cor. 3:2 and Helarewe truly able to obey.
5:12-14). Without it, we are utterly incapable of growth and
will wither and die. Justin Lonas is the editor Bisciple Magazine

Church Buildersd by Bernard R. DeRemer

The AOther Spurgeono

Thomas Spurgeon (188817)grew up in the introduction: AHe can preact
shadow of his famous father, Charles Haddon Spurgeonbeginan engraving business in Melbourne, but the name
pastor of the London Metropolitan Tabernacle and one oSpurgeon opened doors of ministry that he could not ignore.
the best known and most highly regarded ministers in théVherever he preached, he drew large crowds, though some

history of the Church. only came to criticize and compare. Nevertheless, many
Thomas attended local schools and also had a were convicted; Thomas was not fagher, but he was

private tutor. Early in life, his gift for drawing was becoming fiGodés servant and

discovered. His father sometimes hinted that he would Hi s motherdéds illness bro

rejoice if one of his sons (Thomas had a twin brother,  England, but by the time he arrived, she had mostly
Charles) succeeded him at the Tabernacle. Both boys recovered, and it was his father who was ailing. On Nov.
preached when opportunities came and helpedd the 10, 1878, Thomas first preachedlie Tabernacle, standing
Northcote Road Baptist Church, but Charles entered a in for his father during his iliness.
mercantile career and Thomas was apprenticed to a wood Thomas then enrolled in thrRastoiis Collegebegun
engraver, and neither immediately devoted himself te fullby his father, but he missed many classes because of his
time Christian ministry. ¢ poenhealthanddeciddd tofietum toAgesttialiat Hee L «
zeal ous | y éandbusineds deialings.] i v e eventually settled in New Aéand, where he filled the
Because of Tomds poor pulpitolthe Manovar&treet €Emutch imDunedin. Whily a g e
to Australia, during which he preached often to passengdtere, he met and married Lila Rutherford. After Dunedin,
and the crew. His father had given him a cautious letter of
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he became the pastor of the Auckland Baptist Tabernaclehurch musician Ira D. Sankey sang at the dedication

which prospered greatly under his leadership. service and F.B. Meyer and John Henry Joassisted in
In 1884, he eturned to Britain to raise funds for hishe preaching.
work in New Zealand. When he left again after a few Thomasreluctantly resigned from the pastorate in

mont hs, his father said t hoa& Fohtle remaning yedrsof his dife, bel pcbacimed oftenb
pain of another parti ng. 0invarious churches, assisted in raising funds for the
In 1892, the elder Spurgeon was called home, andrphanage his father had founded, and worked hard at

American pastor Arthur TRierson (who had often preacheahaintainng his health. He went to be with the Lord in 1917
in his stead during his extended illness) agreed to stay oarm$was buried next to his father in Norwood Cemetery.
interim minister at the Tabernacle. The officers of the Thomas never tried to become his father, but
church called Thomas t o c cerenlykasned nuchyrerahis éxampiai Many pdopley s
under and assisting Pierson, and he accepeginning his probably came to hear him preach once simply lsxat
work there in the summer of 1893. Shortly thereafter, his name, but they came back because of his faithful
Pierson returned to America, and Thomas was calledtomi ni stry of the Word. Al n wu
become pastor, a position in which he served until 1908.maintaining a wide and varied ministry, and rebuilding a

In 1899 the great Tabernacle building great and historic structur

burned to thground leaving Thomasvith a large carried out a fruitful ad faithful ministry.

congregation with no facility to call home. During his time

in New Zealand, he had overseen the building of a large Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens
facility for the Auckland Tabernacle, and he would now seeof heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for
to the reconstruction of one in London. People responded Pulpit HelpsMagazine. He continues to serve in this
greatly tothe need, and the new Tabernacle (which was capacity as a volunteer contributosciple.He lives in
itself destroyed by German bombardment during World West Libety, Ohio.

War Il) hosted its first services on Sept. 19, 1900. The great

€
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Couns el ordbby Ja@es RudgGray

Do People Tell Us the Truth in Counseling?

Do people tell us the truth in counseling? the counselor. It seems that quite often in counseling, a
A) Never number of games may be played.
B) Sometimes | believe it is essential that Christian counselors
C) Eventually follow the standard of Scripture and practice genuine
D) Always concern and honesty with their counselees. It mayuake
E) All of the above longer to help more reluctant people (than, say, people who
Usually people come to us with symptoms, what are in the midst of a crisis), however, the help they seek can
some prefer to call a f pr kepmvided ifnvg do mat losk hearnirothe process.s pr e
problem is usually not the root of the issue. When a There is a specific verse that is especially
counselor anticipates this may happen, he ercsim be encouraging for those engageddhristian counseling. The
better prepared to deal with the reality of what is happenit@ntext may not be directly related to counseling, but it is
in the counseling sessions. definitely a transferable truth that is applicable to the
During counseling, it is not abnormal to discoverc ouns el or . Paul Satlyen, whileweG a |

something about the person you are counseling after yolhave opportunity, let us do good to all people, and
have been counseling them for several sessions. To especially to those who are of the household of the faith

someone who hasndét been i nv o |Peoplamay reotrgveal enongh infarmatien sapm u n

or a pastor for whom counseling is only a small part of enough to us. They may even distort the truth about their

ministry, this may come as a surprise. lives. However, if trust is earned and a safe environment
Counseling is often like peeling back the layers oxists in the counseling contekth ey  wi | | (wit

an onio® people may seek help, but they are matally  and our faithfulness) eventually touch the root of the
willing to open up with the real issues of their heart until problem.

trust has been established and they feel they are in a safe Be encouraged that they sought counséliitgs a
environment with their counselor. process wherein time is our friend and not our enemy. We
Sometimes people will test a counselor by do need patience, and God can teach us to have patience by

presenting a problem tubtey dondét have so they can eva

C

C

<
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giving us the grace to keep on keeping on in the work of member of the American Associatiof Christian
counseling until, in His time, he brings healing. Counselors. He pastors Utica Baptist Church in Seneca,
S.C.

James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by
the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a

Book Reviews

By Grace Alone: How the Grace of God AmazesMeY our Church is Too Small
Sinclair Ferguson, 2010,gRrmation Trust Mission Is Vital to the Future of the ChurchJohn H.
Publishing, Lake Mary, Fla., ISBN 9781567692020, Armstrong, 2010, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Mich.,
118 pages, $18.00, hardcover. ISBN 9780310321149, 24 pages, $19.99, hardcover.

As webve said before in rEakewdgnhgi bobksl & YéutGoihs J .
space, a book doesndt needtodSmalbel cmlerw AYouCtdrchkid Ted Saallt t «
writing and distribution. Sometimes the best boales di scusses how unity in Chri s
those that retread the tried and true ground, leading the of the Church. Armstrong makes it clear that his t#laadt
reader back to the green pastures and still waters that a numerical reference, but rather a narmimdedness he
refresh and renew the soul. sees in himself and other believers that detract from

Sincl ai r BFGaceggAlogéesuana book.f ul fi I Il i ng Christds plan for
Over seven chapters, each paralleling a stanza from through the Church.

Burundi an pastor Emmanuel T. SiAfmsthoreg wadispresidemof Act Fintnistres,a
the Grace of God Amazes Mpasdtor afde aduncspmiessar a Whehtgn Callage, dask s
the mystery of Godds mer cladoumeraisaencounters with peaple of edeiy stripe df h e
follow him into the richness and rest of unmerited grace. Christianity through his work over the years. He says that

Beginning with a discourse on theritlage of sin, these experiences are what caused him to see the work of
Ferguson traces the mir actheChadh franrmany perspectives (irdjhg ho@ond 6 s | «
Christds sacrificial at onkindgghtthisupbrihgsg ledéiimeodelieverhanys i n a n
and our redemption into Gontbdnded, uninvestigated miscandeptiprs about othdri s
exposition of the parables of Luke 15, particularly that of denominations and traditions outside his own).

the prodighson, powerfully illustrates the depth of how our His work also prodded him to research Church

sin grieves God and t he s histoglinonder to see the stvehgths dne wesdastofither 6 s

to forgive and restore us. past in order to provide some answers on how to create
Ferguson doesndt get cunitpmprorgbelievars. tAtmstreng bsesothe phraseu t

neither does he leave the reader on the surface of the faihmi s si onal ecumeni smo t o enc

The bookis simple and understandable enough to be an focused on the disagreements that it becomes impossible to
ideal tool for new Christians seeking to grasp the interplagoncentrate on the plac#here believers have

bet ween their obedi ence acothmoBaity, these dlementsithat avilh @isg<Christians f o r
hel ping an unbeliever seetbopathédoingubnihkei edgWwodr khif or
futile way to salvation. At the santiene, his subject matter Unlike some ecumenical movements of the past

is the stuff on which the household of faith is built and  that have veed heavily into false teachingrmstrong

should be kept always before us lest we forget its power.does not advocate any tolerancénefesy or syncretism,
Godbés grace is indeed ama butratheratteanptsito puletogetrertre stremmyths frpm o w
accustomed to it as though it is in any way ordinary or  various Christian traditions. He claims that he is seeing

desered. believers do this today unlike any time in history. In a time
when the faith is under constant assault from the wadnéd,

Justin Lonas has an important message to share with those who desire to
see the bride of Christ pursuing our biblical calling.

Target: All

Type: Doctrine/Christian Living Rachel Lonas

Take: Recommended
Target: All/Pastors/Leaders
Type: Mission/Ecclesiology
Take: Recommended
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News Update

Health Care Bill Passes Congress, Federal Abortionsimilar demand, saying it should not havemenade in the
Funding in Question first place.

On Sunday evening, March 21, the U.S. House of Religion Today Summaries
Representatives voted to approve what appears to be a pro
abortion health care bilh a 219212 vote. Nigeria: Fulani Muslims Murder 12 Villagers

The bill edged through the House after Rep. Bart Christian Solidarity Worldwide reports that
Stupak (BMich.) announced earlier this afternoon that hereligiously-tinged violence continued in Nigeria on
and his fellow group of Democrats who had been holdingNVednesday, when 12 people were killed.
out for the addition of language banning abortion funding Six women, four childen and two men in Byei
into the bill, kad struck a deal with the White House village near the city of Jos were attacked by Fulani
involving the promise of an executive order from PresideMuslims, just over a week after around 500 Christians were
Obama that Stupak said would uphold the Hyde amendnmeagssacred with machetes by a similar group of attackers.
in health care reform, and prevent abortion funding. Most of the victims were attacked in their beds.

The group of Democrats led by Stupak then One women antler son had their tongues cut out, while
promisedo throw their weight behind the bill, pushing it another was burnt alive in her home along with her two
past the 216 vote threshold that it needed to become lawyoung children. Four further victims were hospitalized, two
The executive order deal, however, has been unanimoushjth gunshot wounds allegedly from AK 47s, and the others
condemned by prbife advocates, including the National with machete wounds. Twelve houses wese &lurnt in
Right to Life Committee and the Uai States Conference last night's attack, which took place 4 kilometers away from

of Catholic Bishops, as woefully inadequate. Riyom Local Government Council. Victims say some

NRLC released a statement on the afternoon of attackers were dressed in military uniforms.
March 21, following Stupakds announc e m&eligionToday Summariesw o
vote for the bill, in which they said, MfThe executi ve
promised by President Obarwas issued for political Christians Launch Appeal over Expulsion from
effect.It changes nothindt does not correct any of the  Morocco
serious preabortion provisions in the billChe president The Chrisian Postreports that Christian foster
cannot amend a bill by issuing an order, and the federal parents expelled from the country last week have publicly
courts will enforce what [nhchedlamagpes ® shé Mofoccan government, hoping to

The USCCB agred with the assessment of NRLCbe reunited with their foster children.
pointing out that #@Aonly a c¢ haorgceo atcisedtVilage of Hope werkess tagt e d |
Congress, not an executive order, can begin to address tiisnday of proslytizing and demanded they leave the
very serious problem [abortion fundingln  t h e | ewguntdylinankdiatelp. The foster parents, who cannot legally
LifeSiteNews adopt their foster children in Morocco, left behind 33
orphaned and abandoned children.

Sauthern California City Says Horre Bible Study Ailn doing this we are no
Must Get Permit or t he p elempah Bopnstrasdmectal of Village of
The Associated Press reports that Rancho Hope, according to th&ibraltar Chronicle AWe si mp

Cucamonga is trying to demand that a Bible study of 15 want to be reunited with our children and we are worried
people be required to obtain a conditional use permitbya bout their wel fare. o Many c
Good Friday in order to continue meeting. Thisisthe any ot her parents. thamdste evVvi c

second time the githas targeted the group. painful situation imaginable and was one of the hardest

The city says the group advertises onthe Interneeas per i ences of my | ife, 0 Boc
a church, and neighbors have complained about 40 to 60 Religion Today Summaries
people meeting there weekly. The groupbés defense, Pa
Justice Institute, says the gatherings usually draw about $birvey: Less than Half Link Easter to the
people and is only a Bible study, not a church. Resurrection

Other residents of southern California have met Religion News Serviceeports that less than half of

similar demands, but have usually been allowed to continus. adults linkEaster directly to the Resurrection of Jesus,
without a permit. Last year, San Diego County withdrew aven though most describe Easter as a religious holiday.
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According to a Barna Group survey, seven in 10 effort to close a church that has been legally operating since

respondents mentioned religion or spirituality in their
response to an opanded question about how the

1992.

Indonesia requires the permission of more than 60

describe what Easter means to them personally, but justd@ghbors and a permit from local authorities to establish a
percent tied Easter to the Resurrection. At 73 percent, baddgce of worship, th€ompass Direct news service
boomers (ages 45 to 63) were the most likely to describereported. M. Tetelepta, pastor of the Galilea Protestant

Easter as a religious holiday, compared to-thials of
those ages 26 to 4hd Americans 64 and older. The

Church in the Galaxy area of Bekasi City, told Compass
Direct that the church had the required consent before

youngest group of adults (ages 18 to 25) were least likelygurchasing the property in 2006, which was done in

at 58 percent, to use that kind of description.

ifiThe Easter holiday i
di stinctly religious
ofitae really fading in a
Kinnaman, president of the Barna Group.

cooperatbn with the government.

p a MurhalcBadda, headsof thellotal bhaachk of the

c 0 n n leacdtine lslamicfDefendeps &ronp, told thebAntara nelWwse s |
| @gency that ppseos@and dansers im itha atea prove theachudch
is not accepted by the community. He also accused the

Religion Today Summariescongregation boffering people incentives like food to

Muslim Activists Protest Indonesian Church
Demonstrators from 16 Islamic organizations,
including one hardine group, descended on a

profess
form of
news agency.

faith in
songs di

Christ. i At
sturbs the g

The pastor denied the church bribed people to

neighborhood in West Java, Indonesia, on Feb. 15 in an accept Jesus and pledged worsgpsices would continue

as usual, in spite of the demonstrations.

Baptist Press

Sermon Help® Fresh from Sermonhall.com

Sermon Outline
No Cross, No Power
Mark 8:35
I. Jesus Could Have Avoided the Cross but He Did Not
A. He had the power to avoid it.
1. Statedn John 10:18.
2. If you had this kind of power would
you ever voluntarily die?
B. If He had avoidd it, He would not have
fulfilled the very purpose of Hisicarnation.
1. Th&é Wordwvas madeflestd (John
1:14).
2. Bloodis in the fleshand without the
shedding of lWod there can be no payment for
sin (Heb. 9:22).
3. People do not coainto the world
merelyto livewe al so have
To fail to accompkh the pupose for
which God destined us to miss the
real joy of life.
4. Can you imagine Christianity without
the cross and the resurrection? It would
be only one of many religions. It would
not be the transforminigpower of God
unto salvation (Rom.1:16).
II. Jesus Spokaboutthe Necessity of the Cross

A. fiMusD (in Matt.16:21, Mark 8:31, and Luke
9:22), is in Greekhe impersonatiei, me ains ng
necessary.

B. He did not die because the situation was

unavoidable.

C. He haddie because this wa®w He would

redeem us and bring us into fellowship with

God.
lll. He Made His Announcement Only after Pé&er
Great Confession about His Being the Christ

A. He was recognized as the divinely anointed
of God.

B. As a mere man He would not have died while
He had the power to live.

C. As people indwelt by God and participants in

the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4), we choose duty

a i s kefore lifg, thegross before pleasure and

enjoyment of this world. If we are not

characterized by this divine nature, we aoé¢

His.

D. Those who believe that they can bypass the
cross are not truly Chrig(cf. Matt.1622-23).
IV. There Were No She€uts to Success

A. The first one to suggest success and
achievement without the cross was Satan.

B. Jesus objected to the mikas Séan wanted
Him to perform(Matt. 4:3).



Pagel4
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 6, 3/22/20 10 Printer-Friendly Version

C. Satan quoted Scripture, suggesting God he cannotvear them as his crown; but when the Son of
would performmiracles for Christ. God raises the soul from its death; then He brings life

D. Success from Christ's point of view is living and immortality to light, and life, kingly and eternal,

in voluntary obscurity and sedfffacement like becomes his blessed and abiding possession.

Him, when you could live otherwise. Anonymous

V. He Who Had the Will to Die on the Cross Had the
Power to Rise from the Dead

A. No other person on earth has ever said what
Jesus said and accomplished it (Mark 8:31).

B. He knew that by Gad appointment He was
to die, but He was absolutely suhatHe wouldbe
raised.

C.As in His case, so in everyone He indwells:
fito live is Christ, and to die is gaifPhil. 1:21).

Spiros Zodhiates

Bulletin Inserts
On Easter

Easter says yocan put truth in a grave, but it won't stay
there.
Clarence W. Hall

The joyful news that He is risen does nbange the
contemporary worldStill before us k& work, discipline,
sacrifice.But the fact of Easter gives us the spiritual

lllustration s power to do thevork, accept the disgline, and make
The Main Character the sacrifice.

Who is the dominant personage in your spiritual Henry Knox Sherrill
conversations?

Wedve come t ostefailppgrasp 0 uCouldl Ifels®end, half td; its school so failBoul, soul,
the focal point of EasteAs preachers look for national there is a sequel to thy tale!
recognition, they ralize that the mere mention of Robert Mowry Bell

fJesus will alienate the audience they so dearly covet.

Some give members of Chr i s Edserishhe BemonstiatRmbl God thdt liferissefaign

place. Others have ati-inclusiveiGodd which allows spiritualand timeless.

hearers to make their own interpretation. Charles M. Crowe
Jesus once took Peter, James, and John on a field

trip to the mountains. There, Jesus was joined by Moses e live and die; Christ died and lived!

and Elijah from heaverihe gloating disciples were at JohnR.W. Stott

firstdistracted. It ook God the Fatherds thunderous

commendation of Jesus to bring them to their knees and  Once more to new creation awake, and death gainsay,

refocus their minds. As they looked up again, the Bible  for death is swallowed up of lifend Christ is risen

reports:fiThey saw no man, save Jesus ofiWatt. today!
17:8). What will it take to get you back on track with George Newell Lovejoy
Jesu8
J. Kenneth Bassett There is not room for Deathor atom tfat his might
could render voidThowd Thou artbeing andoreath,

Eternal Life in Christ and what Thou art may never be destroyed.

On opening an Etruscan tomb, it was found to be Emily Bronte
occupied by the skeleton of a king. After thousands of
years, hestill wore, amid the gloom and ghastliness of And He departed from our sight that we might return to
the grave, a remainder of his former state of majesty. A our heart, and there find Hinfor He departed, and
rough fillet of gold had been placed around the gkall behold, He is here
mocking satire on his present condition, was a ni&ho Augustineof Hippo
of his previous greatness.

Such a crown ian wears in his hopes of Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not
immortality. Like indestructible gold, they have survived  in booksalone, but in every leaf in sprifgne.
the fall and its spiritual death, though they are only Martin Luther
vestiges of his departed glory. Of himself, and until Thesenine via www.quotegarden.com

quickened by Him who is the Resurrection and the Life,
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PuzzIl es and o6Toons
Church éToons

By Joe McKeever

BOB ROGERS HAS DISCOVERED THE
BIBLE .

“ GEORGE, HONEY, AS A PASTOR, T
KNOW YOU'RE NOT USED TO SPEAKING
UNTIL THE MULSIC GLY SINGS FIRST,
BUT WE'Re AT HOME, HE'S NOT
HERE , AND YOUL'RE JUST GOING TO
HAVE TO WING IT. TALK TO ME/*

“WOW. GREAT PLOT!

erers! S0
WHAT CA‘\AﬁAe WONDEI.

Answers to Last Issués Puzzles:

TIC #45: ANSWERS
ANSWERS ASROSTIC K AN
- Psalm (139:14) — “I will praise thee;
I. Ten curtains (Ex. 26:1). for I am fearfully and wonderfully
2. Goat's hair (Ex. 26:7). ;’Z‘[ie: mar‘}eli[o::(:;ert,.};’); twyZ;‘;([S,," o
my soul know. ; . .
3. Shittim wood (Ex. 26:15). Hldden W|Sd0m and Fa‘ther Abraham
% ‘ A. WELLDONE By Mark Oshman
. Blue, purple, and scarlet (Ex. WASHIORKOR L. I X .
26:31). g- §UL Originally published irPulpit Helps May 1995
5. Five cubits (Ex. 27:1). D: PELETH
6. One hundred cubits (Ex. 27:16). E. SWELLING NeXt page
F. AWFUL
7. Olive oil (Ex. 27:20). G. LEVIATHAN
8. Pure gold (Ex. 30:3). H. MYSTERY
] _ ) L FAUST 7
9. f\:l/rc m}'r'rh. 5\-\"0‘01vcj‘mnnmon: A MITHREDATH
eet calamus, cassia, and olive
oil (Ex. 30:23, 24). K. FEWER
6 i i 4 L. ALMODAD
. Stacte, onycha, galbanum, an
frankincense (Ex. 30:34). M. FLURRY
\_ N. MONORAIL
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