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Ruined for Anything Else: Doctrine and the Life of the Church

By Tim Challies

My wife and | were once members of a church thatteresting messages aboatdng our wives, about being
after a few years adxistence, began to ggnphasize men of integrity and so on. We had joyful times of worship
doctrine. Some of the pastors seemed to reach the and lots of time to blow each other away with paintball

conclusion that Adoctr i negudsl The tdirg that has rerdainedhinanty mihdy tough,hwasr «
just needed to focus on e oneofthedermensdelaverat that weekeadc t i on. 0
seemed to have determined that a sound theological While wehad received a steady diet of topical
foundation held in common was both unattainable and sermons, one of the pastors stood and delivered what was,
unrealistic. Doctrine, therefore, should be laid aside and theffect, a biblicallygrounded expository message. He
church should rally around the things we had in com@monsimply opened up the Bible and explained to us what it
a desire to reach others with the gospel and a desire to saeant and how we could apply it to our lives.ddee us
other people. real doctrind true meat instead of mere milk. As we
The church gon began to fracture into candps walked from the meeting room to our cabihsould tell
those with backgrounds in one Christian tradition began there was a buzz running through the crowd of men. They
doing things in one way while people from a different  had enjoyed the sermon and had been electrified by it. But
Christian background began doing them a different way. they had no category fort . I heard commer
For a time chaos reigned. In some small groups membensnafw what that was, but it was amazing! | wish we could
the church would serve thkekebdoromdése Suppehingnl okbderbat
woul dnoét ; i n some small g men & feww mipueolatdr and intreduced tb thgmithie zoncepy
otherand servintheL or dds Supper t o ofekpdsitimhal preaching. Most had neverrdeaf any
There was no standard and eventually the pastorsuch thing; neither had they ever enjoyed a sermon like it.
had to step in and intervene. By thenuidpo, it was too late It was a pivotal moment for me. It drove home to
and many of these smal/l g mesompethingitithtetHe 8ibld teadhesdut sbaething lghadc r ¢
their own theological identityand one that was at odds withever really seen before so-dlose and person@lthat true
that of the pastors, some of these groups left en masse. lielievers want and ewntually need to move from milk to
was an inevitable result, | think, and one that prdeesie = meat. Though they may not have a category to describe
the critical importance of doctrine being held in common lyhat is missing from their liveshey will feel a
members of a church. restlessness. The Spirit works in them to give them a
Recently | was f 1 i ppi nogaviiglior solid fpdd. AGdowhdn ithay takesarbige efrihats
Young, Restless, Reformdthe book discusses some of thiood, their eyes light up and they know that they are
resurgence of Reformed theology in our day and does s@xperiencing something that they were meant to enjoy.
large part, through interviews with some of the pivotal | saw this time and time again. That church was so
figures in this resurgence. The book contains a quote by good at bringing people in through the front doors. They
Josh Harris that caught mwouldctomeimand veryaftenfivQuld beesaddmy 6 r e e
to [doctrine], you see the richness in it for your own soul,people were drawn in, became believers, and were baptized.
and youobranytuliinreg dloge. 0 Butoftenthey would not last at the church for long. Within
This is something | 6v eafewmnorehs or a coopke df ydans they watepwight outi f e
and something | 6ve seen i thebadkdoorl i ves of other Christi
once went on a weekend mends Fewdeftthechurch and laft the faghaltogethe d
teaching from several local pastors. We heard some Rather, they would leave and head for churches where there
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was teaching that was more biblical. They would headfohope! ) i s at the heart of tt

churches where the Word was the main thing. They woukken in recent years. This is exactly why so many pastors

be drawn to stronger, more biblical teaching, even when are abandonipthe usefriendly, seekefriendly, market

they did not know how toxpress what they needed or whalriven model of church and are instead focusing their

they longed for. Eventually they would find it. Needless tattention on the systematic, beby-book, verseby-verse

say, my wife and | soon felt the same call. Though we exposition of the Word of God. Here is true meat, a hearty

stayed some time for the sake of our friends, eventually weeal, meant to satisfy the cravings afoal drawn to God

too, had to leave to find a place where the Woad and motivated to know him as he is.

central. And we could never go back. © 2010, Tim Challies. Used by Permission.
This takes me back to what Josh Harris said. Once

youdve been exposed t o doct MinGhalliey livas nearel eronto,fOatario, iwiththnis wife s

for your own soul and you truly are ruined for anything Aileen and their three children. He is the authof loé
else. Just as a young child craves solid foodisGans will  Discipline of Spiritual Discernmenand heblogs regularly
and must crave the meat of the Word. And abvae.challigsocond v e

tasted it, there is no going back. And this, | believe (and

Know Your Enemyier | f WH &me APaBi@h el War ?
By GeraldRobison

It would appear that one of the best strategiesinme ans fadver sar y,andagvipnoeans nt

wartime is to Aknow your Raeocmyseéerl|lt works in football
teams watch video of other teams playing before they face In other words, Lucifer is probably best recognized
them in a game. It happens in wrestling and martialartsas an fAopponent o of God and
wherecompetitors study the strategy and moves oftheirbe a part of Hi m. He wi || 0 |
opponent so they know what to expect, how to counter amthich meandhewi | | oppose us, since
overcome them. cr eat i prapare aspeom éor Himself 0

| remember the classic movRatton In one scene, But Lucifer is al sopthawve | |
after defeating Nazi FieldtNMaer dsbbaicuisEs wehf Rommet 6sopr
in the North African dsert during World War Il, General pur pose, he wil | attempt to

George Patton shouted to hascesemgo 6t6$ ofadl yoaur bwot¢
That i s, Patton took t he makingeus noticeably anddrgmarkablyg unfa forpghe Kikgdom 6 ¢
and ways, and as a result, knew how to defeat him. of God. This understanding is clearly showsiiich

The same holds true in our spiritual warfare:we Scr i pt Amdésearcdadoud viice saying in heaven,
mug know our enemy, opponent and adversary! In the now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
previous articles in this series, | said that one of the four our God, and the power of His Christ: for the accuser of

conclusions we could draw from the Scriptures in our brothers is cast down, which accused them before our
Ephesians and 1 Peter is that there is an edebagan. God day and niglit Rev. 12:10).
In describing Satan, we must understtrat he is iwell , o you might say, #f

not God, nor is he Gelike. Satan is not omniscient; he is be before God spending much of his time accusing us of all

not omnipresent; he is not omnipotent. Satdim#ged; he our sin, but how can he if he is not omniscient, omnipotent

is finite. He was given many titles that describe his and omnipresent? How can he know what we have been

character or being, but he has only one name. His nameiisvolved in? How can heempt and harass me, especially

Lucifer, buthis titles and descriptions are many: Satan, when there are so many other people in the world at the

serpent, devil, dragon, angel of the morning, father of lies ame ti me? He candét be watct

anointed cherub, angel of light, and more. can he?0 These are good ques

If these titles were given in order to better describ&s we learn more about the background of Satan.

his character and being, then it would help usnidewnstand

some of these titles better. For instance, the two thatareLuci f er 6 s Background

most familiar are Satan and Devil, but few know what these We find that Satan has other beings that work with

titles (not names) r eal | yhim&evelation $24,destribes &tene wharkSatanarebélledo |
against God, and ortaird of the angels followed him. The
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Scripture indicates that when this rebellion occurred, lifted up because of your beauty, you have corrupted your
Luci fero fdbesxatmen (an adve wsdomlyreason cbypy wrightnéss )( Eaxrek i1®.1 : -
the other rebellious angels became known as demons. Satan rebelled against God because he wanted to be

Luci ferb6s background ilike Goa Hig peide wak éfteccup bebaese of hisibeduty and a
14 and Ezekiel 28. These passages describe him beforewisdom. | find it interesting that there is no Scripture to say
during his rebellionfiHow you are fallen from heave@, that Satan became ugind dumb when he rebelled. There
Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to theis no reason to believe that he is not still beautiful and wise.
ground, which weakened the nations! For you said in youle was merely pictured this way in ancient and medieval
heart, 61 wildl ascend i nt artwhen the cdmmon rhan receivdd meskohhistelignys t |
above the stars of God; | will sit also upon the mount of tteaching from art because the study of thefhares
congregation, in th sides of the north: | will ascend abovehemselves was reserved for the priests. The artists depicted
the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High Satan and demons as ugly to let the commoners know they
(Isaiah 14:1214). were evil.

The passage in Ezekiel is often seen as a double I f you have questions at
reference. That is, while it is given to a man on earth, mugpht on schedule. Tune in to the next issue when we
of it appears to apply onko Satan, for only an angelic  discuss where thgemons came from and what they do, and
being meets the characteristics described ligleus says how Satan can know so0 much &
the Lord God; 6You seal u pmniscie|t. s u m, full of wisdom ai
perfect in beauty. You have been in Eden, the garden of
God; every precious stone wa sGetal Robison ig eunder gfénveilieGLORY,
workmarship of your tabrets and of your pipes was a seminar and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the
prepared in you in the day that you were created. You are glory of God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples
the anointed cherub that covers; and | have set you so: yoof the world.UnveilinGLORY is best known for the book
were upon the holy mountain of God; you have walked up and semina€at and Dog Theologyserald has pastored
and down in the midst of the stonedire. You were perfect churches in the US, Austia, andthe Netherlands, and he
in your ways from the day that you were created, till continuestd ead national semina:
iniquity was found in youé. I owi || destroyBiylolue o OMic @ i
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Your heart was

Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

JesusWalks on the Sea
Matthew 14:2236

From Exegetical Commentary on MattheAMG Nevertheless, the crowds in Bethsaida were
Publishers, 2006 fever i sh e snatohgWay happazei Jesusiin
order to make Him king. The aorist tensepofé3([4160],
Before we move on to the miraculous event of  to make) underscores their deteration to do this once for
walking on water, we need to interject a comment found all. The verb is used in Thessalonians 4:17 to describe the

J o hn &sug therefoe, havikgnown(gnous the unrestrained catching away <

aorist participle of gigsk[1097], to know by experience) Coming.

that they would come and take Him by foficarpazein the [22] The text does not tell us how Jesus

present infinitive oharpa[726], to suddenly and ficonstrainedthagkasenthe aorist tense of anagkz

forcefully take away)o make Him a king, departed again [315], to compel)His disciplesto getintoashipd0 but i

into a nountain by Himsedf (a.t.). apparently was a counter meas
This event followed the feeding of the five attempt to snatch Him away. It makes sense that the

thousand, but it did not hinder Jesus from continuing to disciples, of all people, would be sympathetic with the
perform miracl es, Hdiohoioi dweacst o wd 0 sleatvee mp h at orérhaturelg.e Chr
finotyeb (John 7:30; 8:20). ThisBwbobhl MabtbewdenbndaMat Ré.
parousia(3952), His return and subsequent personal ship, but the Greek text has the definite artitthethe) for
presence in glory. no apparent reason. Nothing had been said about a
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particular boat. To take all the disciples, however, it must [27] But Jesus gave them a good reason to be
have been fairly largdesus planned to have all of them braved Hi s p r 8w &raightevayeuthig2112],
witness His suspension of one of His l&wgravity. In the immediately)l e sus spake unto t hem,
meanti me, Hi s pur pose o sheentbarseitgthet present dctive impepativettshrs@ h e a d
theotherside seemed to be Hi s n22e3}tothke cotrage, anhboldeidis |vbe notafraidh e
Father. (phobeisthgthe present middle/passive imperative of

[23]) e s us 6 1{o prayéproseixasthaittie phobéomaj5399],tofear® I n sovereign ¢
aorist middle deponent infinitive girosetdchomdi4336] cuts of f finmnediaelytoh iWhlkeinn gvefi ar
from pros[4314], toward; an@lchoma[2172], to express by storms into the abyss of fear, Héakly speaks to our
awish)in [His] own privateplacée (a. t . ) wad eraeBelsdtafrdidio aft er
He ascended t he nmaonadandi n. H e [28] ®eter aertainly fecame emboldened rather
e v e nwas gomé The imperfect verlth (from eimi g ui c kordyif(ei[il 48 7], t he Aiiisf 0 of
[1510], to be) implies He had been there for a while. You, command me to come towgphs) You on the
Regretfully, we do not know the content of this prayer,bwated (a. t . ). We cannot infer
we do know that Jesus frequently thanked His Father (Mato nt ent of Peter 6s dolufhis . | f
11:25; Luke 10:21; John 11:41) anduegted certain thingsYoy 6 t hen <c¢l early he doQ@nbted
from Him. theother hand, if we assign the entire supposition/

[24] By the time Jesus had descended the mountaonclusiod fif . . . the®d to conjecture, Peter may be
from His privaTheshipwagieow wdoubting thel morafity ofiis demand. After all, even if it
(WU] 2235], al so timthermidst af the d weieate toedavehy shguld He honor such a request?
sea, tosse(basanizOmenqrhe present participle of [29] Yet the gracious Jesus, under no necessity as
basaniz[928], to buffet, toss, torment)ith waves: forthe God or man, i mmEam@eaelhéthey r e s |
wind was contrarfenantiog1727] fromen[1722], in, and aorist imperative oérchomai2064], to come). The aorist
antios[n.f.], set against). What follows is a classic test of tense bretells the impending crisis. The Lord decreed an
faith for the disciples. Already having commanded them®v ent t hat woul d f awdlkingam c or
the other side, 3ais would surely secure their safe arrivalthesea (t he present participle
Yet the disciplesd faith tot |l apmse dvwaliethah(Bpé[19@h enfihevsutifageh t

and tide. of) the water and cam@ward Jesu® NAGSB).
[25] Jesus appeared to the disciples during the [30] The moment was shelitved. Though to his
f o u watdw phulakl[5438], guard, implyingthenormac r edi t, Peter got within an

dangers on the waters). The fivgitch was probably 6 p.m.t h strentld is¢hurén[2478]) of the wind distracted him
i 9 p.m.; the second, 9 p.inmidnight; the third, midnight f r om t h e O the Strengtd Wdlsctaus LRX

T 3 a.m.; and the fourth, 3 a.indawn. In addition to Neh. 1:5; 9:32 . Peter initially obe
surging seas and violent winds, the disciples had to contébd not afraig 6 but when he was cau
with darkness. d a n g e becamie afraidnd, beginning to sink

While the text does not say, Jesushably had (katapontizesthathe present passive infinitive of
been praying from late afternoon through the night up to katapontizomdi2670] fromkata[2596], down; ad
t hi s app waking(peripah, thé prasent pontizoma[n.f.], to sink, no doubt related fmntos[4195],
participle ofperipaté®[4043], to walk, to comedn the theseag) he cr (Kérié[2963,masted sovereign)
sea 0 save(sh, the aorist imperative a¥2[4982], to save)

[26] This was an unprecedented sight; no prophehiredd( a . t . ) .
the history of Israghad ever walked on water. When the This is what happens when we move our spiritual
di sci pl e teysveremrouble@etarjchtiban the eyes fran the Lord to the storm, from the Creator to the
aorist passive tense ras®[5015], to disturb, agitate,  creation. Despite his lapse of faith, Peter still believed
trouble) saying, It is a spiri{phantasmd5326] from enough in the power of the Lord to call upon Him. The verb
phanta®[5324], to make appear; an apparit specter, s¥@here is contextually restricted to physical rescue. Jesus
phantom) and they cried out forfea¥. T hi s w a s physicadlyi helpedhensbiaadkto the boat.
guess; surely, no man could walk on water. Mark adds The Lord is free to respond or not respond to an
( 6: 49) suppased éddxanthe dorist oflokéd imperative, such as the one Peter blurted out when he was
[1380], to assume, conjecture) they were looking ata  afraid. We should never presumptuously assume that the
spiritual essencas opposed to a weighty object. Lord is mechanically moved by meritorious faith or prayer,

a notion consistehty deni ed TDhgnslatthey pt u
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cry unto theLORD, but he will not hear them: he will even the adverb of the adjectiw(thUs [227], truthiul; from

hide his face from them at that time, as they have behavetitheia[225], truth)thou art the Son of Godo

themselves ill in their doings ( Mi ¢ . 3: 4; s e e The rext sectidn:gi2e8 us arRid@ea of what common
Isa. 59:2). If the Lord choosesgave the desperate, He  people thought of Jesus after He fed the five thousand and
does so out of a pure grace that spitescmiteredness.  walked on water.

[31] We do not know how far Jesus was from the [34] How the disciples and others came across the
boat , but we ¢ avalkede d wc evi tt lake s diseldsiee in Ao ®:22 25. Once in the land of
reach bec auhaving dstrdtched budis hdnd, A AGennesarét and possi bly in the s
caught(epdabetq the aorist middle deponent indicative oflesus preached His sermon on the Bread of Life (John
epilamba®[1949, to take hold ofhim, and said to him, O 6:32 59).

you of little faith(oligbpiste the vocative of the adjective The Sea of Galilee is also called the Lake of
oligbpistos[3640] fromoligos[3641], little; andpistis Gennesaret, and the small cresegrdped strip of country
[4102], trust) why didyou doubt® (a.t.). Jesus is not on the northwest side of the Sea is called the land or region

speaking of saving faith in His atonement here but ratherof Gennesaret (Matt. 14:34; Mark 6:53). It extends along
faith in His power to rescue from a specific threat, namelyhe lake for three or four miles and inland a mile or more
drowning. The Lord did not dismiss Peter as whélhystos where it is shut in by the hills. The plain was formerly rich

([571], without faith). and fruitful, pssibly the scene portrayed in the parable of
Then Je s Werefara(disElsi19], ufitojti  the sower (Matt. 13i18). Three important cities in this
[ 5101], what; therefore, r(egonareCapemaum, BethsdidapanddiChavazin. Whe a t

pur po s e didst thbwdoubtédistasasthe aorist feeding of the five thousand occurred in Bethsaida.
tenseoflistaz] 1365], to hesitat ¢)3%0 As6]PeWheern w ahdearmedétpigriamfey t h i
toward Jesus, fear overcame him, and he hesitated to  the aorist active participle epiginska[1921], to
continue on. Since he had no real need to walk on watergkjserientially knowgbout Jesus, they brought to Him all
request was unnecessary and foolish. We, too, should (pantas the plural ofpas[3756], all) having(échontesthe
carefully consider our requests of God. As bnly wise present participle achd[2192], to have)t badly (kakZs
God (Rom. 16:27), the Lord knows what is best. When wi2560], bal; the full range of spiritual and bodily
ask God to do foolish things, we test Him (James 1:13)awkk a k nesses and di seases) o (¢
become offensive (Matt. 4:6). Interestingly, their faith in the Person of Jesus
Jesus knew why Peter hesitated; but occasionallyChrist was so complete that it extended to touching His
He asked His followers questions, not to getiimfation of clothing. Our Lord honored this faith. The pure holiness of
which He was ignorant but to make them understand thethe Sonof God a n ¢ t i f theehem of Hisegarmdnto
consequences of wunbel i ef . f &nsomaiyBsstduehdtipsontaitheadristmiddlee e , we
l earn that it is not en o usubjunttice ohidptammiit80]Gto tdudhy weseanader e i g n t
general . We must trust t hpgerfdctlywhblé giethilban the amiistpassive oias#@ r  t |
details of life, alwayseminding ourselves that He has [1295] fromdia [1223], through, thoroughly; an@®Z . 0
numbered our hairs and not a single sparrow falls to the In a similar incident, Mark records that when a
ground without His sovereign will (Matt. 10:29, 30). woman merely touched Jesusb
[32] AWhen they were come into the ship, the winl o r kshewiin Himself that powérad gone out of Hith
ccased 0 This event is al so f(MakB80;ath the synoptic Gospel
Mark (6:45 52). Yet in an earlier event (Matt. 8i2%; The Gr eek waosmdang hogoittel at e
Mark 4:35 41), the Lord rebuked the wind and the wavesmasculine pronoun dfésog3745]) restricts the number
prompti ng t heWhatimanwes of smianis this,ah® kouchell Him but not the number healed. Everyone
that even the wind and the sea obey Bim?( Ma r k 4whattduyhed was healed, but the text does not say that
Here in Matthew 14:32, howevergth L or d d i d neGetyone touehed Him. Those who touched had faith in His
bother with a veWheraheyweebupewe wet o ¢thaydgresavedithradighiand through
come into the ship, thewindceasedl Thi s t i m(diesdhtsane
di sci plesdé respornhamanaesof not a qui zzical, A
manisthis®8 but a c ©Ohouad thesSoroof Goto: Dir. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of
[33] The reponse to this miracle was worship:  AMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years,
fiThen they that were in the ship came and worshipped was the founding editor ¢fulpit HelpsMagazine and
(prosekahban the aorist tense qn‘roskun@[4352], to bow authored azens of exegetical bosk
and kisstowardsffi m, sayi n@Uh&d23d, a trut h
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Following Godd by Wayne Barber
Grow in the Word

Children are so cute when they are litder e n 6 tmind. Self is sin. It keeps th@mpany of all sorts of other
they? | am a grandfather of five grandchildren, and ljuste vi | s i n E phdt dldiitemess andwradhland 0
want you to know that grandchildren even go a step furthemger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along
in being cute. They just grab your heart! Of course, my wiféh all malice 0
and | are like a lot of grandparents in that we love to see the Now, this evil intention (which is basically to get
headights coming and the tail lights leaviliga f t er tomeYy&r @ wn way ) hdass nae xttandwoircd
gone we have to rest for a couple of days! alldeceit 0 show that malice is i
Any parent or grandparent does not wanttheir The wor d deceif dotos istheevdrd that
child to stay a child, even if they say that theg dbey evolved to become Afishbaitc

want them to grow up! It is a tragic situation wleeohild doné6t i nterpret New Test amer
refuses to grow up into spiritual and emotional maturity. landerstandingp ut i t 6 s i nt er estd ng
our Christian | ives, it i desctibesswha deoed realyaisy . ltdés tragic
believer will not grow up in his spiritual walk with God! Think about that catfish who has just taken a piece

In 1Peter we find the context of believers who areof luscious meat that was just innocently hanging there in
being persecutefr their faith. The Roman emperor Nero the water waiting to be eaten. The catfish swims off and
burned Rome and then blamed the Christians for what h¢hinks re has just gotten a free mgabt realizing that
did. This resulted in horrible persecution for believers. Thayderneath that piece of meat is a hook. Deceit is when you
were burned alive at the stake; put on poles, soaked in odpme across one way to someameking them feel
and used as torches while the Romiaad their orgies; they comfortable with you, but underneath all the sweet talk
were taken out to be eaten by lionsin an arena. ltwasamn h er e iodecauseiyduovanksorhitg from them
awful time, and yet Peter challenged them to grow in theithat they are unwilling to give.
faith. Next, Peter warns against hypocrisy. This word

He writes in 1 Peter 1:22 5 Sincéyou have in  means to pretenithat something isne way when it is
obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sinceve| exactly the opposite. The Greek term was used of an actor
of the brethrenfervently love one another from the heart, on stage who would wear a mask. The mask wbaig: a
for you have been born again not of seed which is smile painted on jior a frown but you never could see the
perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living andctual face behind the mask.
enduring word of God. For, ORlelt efrl ¢ $é&wng vhiaHiskvhen yogéard s s ,
its glory like thelbwer of grass. The grass withers, and theomething that someone else has and will do whatever is in
flowerfallsoffBut t he word of t h eyou mowealto @ke that aveas fromh thaane el sidndén,

And this is the word which was preached to.ya@u which means to speak against someone behind his back.

He <cont i nue sThereforelputtngt ewWh &n 1we fisay fhesoweoh@hei §u:¢
aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and easmy  all that flesh isNow, we can begin to grow.
allslander ® h e tpuattingrasideé comes from the Pet er s ay sikeinewbovndbabes longy, i
Greek wordapotithmi, meani ng @At o t aferéhe mufe Milklofithe wordm that by it you may grow in
g a r mdtis usedin Ephesians 4:22 and 25, Colossiangespectto salvatiand Just | i k eravemillvb or n
3:8, Hebrews 12:1, James 1:21, and Romans 13:12andegrven i n the Amiddl e of t he 7
each case, means to stop doiomething! Before any on it so believersarebornagaini t h a cr avi ng
growth begins to happen in the Christian life there is the Word. Believers long fothemilk o f  GWaitdd Ehe
necessity of a yielded heart to Christ and His Word. p h r ahe purefimilk of the Woednterestingly means

The way you stop something in your Christan fiunadul t er at e d 0 TheWordinGod willo u t
growth is to say yes to Christ. When that happens, you hageer deceive you like your flesh will. It will never lead
j ust stayou fleBhnQuoflesh could be summed upou astray. It is the Word of God that enables the believer
with one word in the list that Peter udeimalice ®his to grow up inhis spiritual walk with Christ, as Peter says,
word holds the key because it describes the wickednessfi$o that by it you may grow in respect to salvati@n
our flesh. It is a word that refers to the evil intentions of the
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My question to you i s, foriiaWadinyur livesgThis distiplirge ofistndyirygdis r
wal k with Chri §bP0Gbdo6yg o WeardicArod loe laid aside for any reason. If we do, we are
spend time in studyi ngouran starvingaurspiritual growiho Ma§ you anjoyryouRjoutney
heart in a submissive attitude towards Christ and His Wowdth Christ as you learn to devour His Word!

If not, then your flesh has deceived you and, sadly, you are
deceiving others. If we are going to be His disciples, then Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmanto@murch in
we must come to grips with the fact that we are desperate Albuquerque, New Mexico

The Twofold Great Commission
By Justin Lonas

Themore | read Scripturghe more | realize  becomes in the next generation a cause for rebellion
thatthere are two primary tasks for the Church,bothand apat hy. o
encapsul ated in Christ s ¢The @hurchchasronclingte both responsibililies t
28:1920. handed to us by Christ in this passage to truly fulfill

The first tends to get most of the hypead we the commission. Evangelism without training results in
are right to be concerned with fiiGo therefore and  shallow believers who are prone to syncretism and
make disciples of all the nations, baptgitmem in the may not hold firm in the face of persecution. When we
name of the Father, and the son, and the Holy overemphasize training, we can becomensalar that
Spirit. boving and being loved by God our Savior we lose touch with the world we have been called to
should be something we shout from the housetops,bu¢ ach. Tha tdlslussmgt B0t e g @
our faith has to go deeper than that to be effectively fimake disciples onifying the two tasks.

proclaimed. Making disciples is not hiandrun witnessing
The second task, which @snto be somewhat that moves on to the next target as soon as someone
glossed over, provides that depth and balance. has a conversion experience; it is a procéssus

fiTeaching them to observe all that | commanded yoii made di sci pl esdo of the P
doesndt h ascmatidnds enisssoaany @vork, of the 12 over the course of thrgears of constant
but is just as crucial to the Church. Without the folow nt er act i on! The Greek t el
up wo trdiningifrighiieousness (2 Ti mpupi |l , 0 and put s tomteachingip h .
3:16)through faithful exposition of Scripture, the worlind learning to make disciples of the nations is to
of missions and evangelism loses its way and devoleestinually teach the truth so that it does not become
into a social gospel that is no gospel at all. The worlstale and lifeless to those long acquainted with it.
of the Church is founded on both of those tasks,andkod6s Word i s never dul |,
neither can & accomplished when divorced from the dull from our failure to ope, explore, engage, and
other. obey it.

As Kevin De¥ oung points out ifhe Good Expositing thistwef ol d nat ure of
News We Almost Forgdtis new boolon the commission and exhorting churches and individuals to
Heideberg Catechism A The onl y t hwhollyemboceddothdaspectsiofat is the aim of our
than finding the truth is not losing it. What starts out eentent aDisciple Yo u 6| | find a | o
new and preciocaibecomes plain and old. What beginfits both sides obur call, and we hope that this
asa thrilling discovery becomes a rote exercise. Whatission and message is coming through loud and clear
provokes one generation to sacrifice and passion in each issue.

Justin Lonas is the editor Biisciple Magazine
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Words to Stand You on Your Feed by Joe McKeever

What fiPreaching Ourselves Means

fiFor we do not preach ourselves, but ChristJesub e i n danger of thinkiag t oc
as Lord, and oursel ves {2 directviolatiorvoh Romans 1f2:8,inciderdadlyy s 6 s a k e
Cor. 4:5). When you think too highl

The pastor walked to the pulpit, opened his Bible step to decide to proclaim your opinions and preach your
| ooked out at the congr e geotvictomsfromahe gulps. &hed you thidkftoo lEghly o e r

todayistext, | want to give you something solidto basethe our s el f, it 6 s eraeves ponpid thee tekth i r
Scripture on. 0 What he g abysgoutotwreexperietcast Whdnaygu thimatso highily of
experiences and his opiniore preached himself. yourself, you should not be surprised to find that before

When we preach Jesus Christ as Lord, becominglong you are going it alone in the ministry. You gradually
the servant of others is a simple process. When we preadhit reading books from others in the ministry, your
ourselves instead of Jesus, serving the people is the lastcommaentaries gather dust from disuse, and you become a
thing on our minds. It has been observed that unhappy st ranger to preaching confer
families are alunhappy in their own way, but all happy an island.
families have a great deal in common. Members of our churches frequently cater to this
Likewise with the business of preaching the Wordind of preacher idolatry. Some get a vicarious thrill from
of God® there must be ten thousand ways of getting it  being close to the centef the action. They derive a
wrong, but one big way of getting it right. The right way ipersonal affirmation from being on a fitshme basis with

to preach Jesuy#cts 8:35). On the other hand, ifoneis t he mi ni ster. Catering to ¢t}
inclined to get it wrong, he could do no better thanto  magic on their own selfsteem.
fipreach ourselves 0 A pastor | know got into trouble and had to leave

This text, 2 Corinthians 4:5, is so w&hown and  his prominent church. Orgg his staff members said to me,
oft-quoted, one would think all we preachers havethis A Thi s congregation puts pr eec
nailed, that living up to itstandard would be a simple pastor] sure did enjoy that
thing. Ités anything but si m®loeneone has said, ANo on

Most of the churches I|dlmnevearmi |ldmd OoWdshu s eingd elro rt chée
worship services around the preaching of the Word. If th@roclaim himself in thgulpit and step away as the servant
service lasts one hour, half of that is consumed by the of the people.

minister opening the Scripturaad expounding what he Here is a list of the top ten ways we pastors preach
finds there. The name on oumsevessiistgad ofdegusasfLorddont i s t he poa
Even if a dozen others share the leadership burdens, only 1) Our opinions are given equal weight with

one name hogs the sign. If the church telecasts its services, Scripture.

his is the face people see, his is the name thethea 2) Our convictions reign supreme in the

program, and his is the message they hear. congregation.

One pastor said to me, il 3)©arstodids fomnfthle beartof dursermoinss s a
Sunday from my pulpit. The peopdiend want to hear 4) Our prejudices are treated as revelations from the
anyone else. And |1 6m expectedmigtyy hit a home run ever)
I come to bat . o frmodtchmchgs b e ©)Oerlapgudge leaves little doubt as to whose
(not all, thankfully), but it carries a great danger. When church this is.
everything revolves around y &uurexperiénges forontinfalfible prbofs dof oura s t
for you to decidgrouée something special. messages.

When everyone | ooks t o vy oW Oarsritifgs rhake umthsudy dteraturedfsthe
reasonable to think ym experiences and wisdom and church.
words carry a special authority. When the church rises or 8) Our degrees prove the soundness of our
falls based on how you doand particularly when it risés theology.
unless your spouse and staff keep you grounded, you may 9) Ourstafme mber s are require

or find other employment.
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10) Ourmemberéguiding principle gradually Messiah. They asked John a question which ought to be
becomes AWWPD?0 ( What poesedtdeleryoresvihoavalks thto & julpit to proclaim a
If even one of these is true of a church, the rest willnotkggo s p e | message: fAWhat do yol
far behind. J ohn anlsama voeaof ondicrying in the

Al die daily, o the Apowldeiness PadoRRB8 ai doOheits c@iogdvhoishi 5: 3
That 6s the only way t o ke mightesthanf, and Iram not fis to gioopodpven rand pritietltee .
on the cross and keep it there. The old joke is exactly rigtiiong of His sandais ( Mar k 1 :Hénust He s a|

fi T hreubla with a living sacrifice is that it keeps crawlingncrease, but | must decrease ( John 3: 30) . N
of f the altaro (see Ro0man saddd Jolin)the Baptistean yailnotieeythatohe Lo inr | i
must crucify self. Heaven took him literally on that commitment. In a matter

fil have been crucified with Christ, and itisno  of weeks, Herod had beheaded him. Such statements should
longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life whiclmever be made lightly.

I now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God who What do you say about yourself, pastor?
loved me and delivered Himself up forame ( Gal . 2: 20) .

When John the Baptist came preaching in Galilee  Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist Paston fro
and Judea, the crowds flocked to him from every direction. New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at
In all his preaching, John pointed pempb the coming www.joemckeever.com

Jewels from Past Giants

The Lamb of God in Scripture
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

From Christ in the Old Testamerd collection of When Join saw Jesus Christ on that memorable
sermons originally published in 1899. Edited slightly for day, he, first of all, beheld Him himself, and then said to
modern spellings and flow. ot h eBehwld thefiLambof Godd Br et hr en, wi

preach what we have not practiced. If these eyes have never

flfAgain the next day John was standing with two dboked to Jesus, how can | bid your eyeklabHim?
his discples, and he looked upon Jesus as He walked, argeholding Him, | found peace to my soul; I, who was
said, O6Behol dod h(edJ dd3&®mbl :03F Fligpased 'leven to despair, rose from the depths of anguish to

You all know the old, old story. The world was the heights of joy by looking unto Him; and | therefore dare
lost; God must punish sin; He sent His Sontotakeoursihno say t o you, AiBehold the 1
upon Him that He might honor the law of God andileish of you mightbelieve our testimony concerning Jesus and
Godbés government by bei ngloakbreHimaadlive! t o t he | aw and
yielding Himself up to the deajpenalty. He whom Jehovah What di d John Beheldthe Lbmb s a
loves beyond all else came to earth, became a man, andp€od? 6 Be h ol d, ecdeis a rtote ef admaatian,n ,
a man, was obedient unto death, even the death of the cafsgonderment, of exclamation. There was nothing of
ltisHewhoiscalld i n othellambefGod 0 t hgreater wender ever seen thhat God Himself should
sacrifice for mands si n. providethe Lamb forthe burnt offering, that He should

There is no putting away of sin without sacrifice; provide His only Son out of His very bosom, that He should
there is only one sacrifice that can put away sin, and thaise the delight of His heart to die for us. Well may we
Jesus Christ the righteous. He is divine, yet human; Son leéhold this great wonder. Angels admire and marvel at this
God,yetsonoMar y . He vy i e |tk @st foru pmydtaryof godiinkss, Godfimanifest in the flesh; they have
theunjust 0 t he si nl ehatsHe might bringh eeves leftoff wohderingiand adoring the grace of God that
ustoGod 6 and reconcil e us t gavelJasastagbe theaSacrifieafor gudty men. Béhald and s
story, and whosoevéelievesin Him shall live. Any man, wonder, never leave off wondering; tell it as a wonder,
the world over, whaovi | | trust hi ms e | think of it as@ wondesing ,of it @socadvonser; gvereira t
sacrifice, shall be saved, for this is our continual witness heaven you will not cease to wonder at this glorious Lamb
fiFor God so loved the world, that He gave His enly of God.
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not | think that John also meant his disciples to
perish but have everlasting lifed consi der whe n Bdhadtredadmd of Gadd t h e
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So we say to you, AThi that fwrfthe HolyrGhostsdyallitle abdditi tha diffekemce ofithea | |

you can about Him, look Him up and down. He is God; dma n, b ut ByHagh Abeh offered uniio God a more

you understand that He st excellentisatrifite than Caindon rnenad@achepedbecaute® |

man; do you know how near akin He is to you, how of it. The one sacrifice was bloodless, the fruit of the

sympathetic He is, a br ot ¢reund, themthen wak typical gf Christ, the damte af God,t y °

person of Christ is a great mal; how God canbeinone and was t her andtberLerd rmd respegtiureod :

person, it is impossible for us to tell. We believe what weAbel and to his offering 6

cannot comprehend, and we rejoice in what we cannot Now, beloved, our first view of I&ist is usually

understand. He whom God has provided to be your Savibere, to know Him for ourselves. | am a sinner, and | want

is both God and man; He can lay His hand upon both  to have communion with my God; how shall | obtain it? |

parties, ¢ can touch your manhood in its weakness, andam guilty; | am sinful; how shall | draw near to the holy

touch the Godhead in its alfficiency. Study Christ! He isGod? Here is the answer. Take the Lord Jesus Christ to be

most learned in the university of heaven who knows mosyours byfaith, and bring Him to God; you must be accepted

of Christ. Behold Him, then, with wonder and with if you bring Christ with you. The Father never repelled the

thankfulness. Son, nor one who was <cl ot hec
But when John said those wis, he meantmore or who pl eaded the Sonbés mer

t han wondering or consi d e withfrugs of ydur awo dgrowig,godt with she saaifecelof i n

Scri pt ur ¢ookunto md, and ke ke savéd blood, with Christ the holy victim, the spotless Lamb of
Beholding is a steady kind of looking. Take your eyes offGod, and so coming, you shall be acceptable before God by
everything el se, and behofath t he Lamb of God! ALook ar
|l ived i sesmoawgeqcurnom fAdo and | ive, d but ilive and

do.o I f you ask how you aThelambforktheMamily our answer i s t
trust, believe, confide, rest in Christ, and the moment you Now turn over the pages of this grand old Book,

do so, you are saved. and you will find the Lamb imnother connection. Israel

But once more, when John exhorted his discipleswiés in Egypt, and there they had the lamb for the family.
was a hint that theghould leave off looking at John, and fin the tenth day of this month, they shall take to them every
turn their attention wholly to Jesus and follow Him. Hencenan a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb
we find that Johnoés t wo diorsachogsé @ sOhgeflt Wi snh abrik@a b e g a me
disciples of Christ. Beloved, we who preach longtohaveb e hol d t he Lamb of @aieednor
your attention, but when you give your atien to us, our the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved Why do
longing then is to pass it on to Christ our Lord. Look on you stop before you finish the verse? What said the apostle
Him and follow Him, not us. What can we do, poor to the trembling jailer? Not merely all that | have quoted,
creatures that we are? Look unto Him, mark His footstepb,u t  nBelieveeon thé Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
and tread in them. Do as He bids you, take Him for your be savedand thy house 0
Lord, become Hisidciples, His servants. Behold the Lamb Are there not many believers who do not believe
of God, and always behold Him. Look to Him, look up to for their house? Come, now, and believe in this provision of
Him, and follow where He leads you. the Lamb for the house. Pray that the Lamb may be for the
Thus | have put the text before you pretty simply.house. Grace doestn in the blood, but grace often runs
Now, | want to talk to you a little about beholding this  side by side with it, so that Abraham is loved, and Isaac,
Lamb of God, taing a hasty run through various Scriptureand Jacob, and Joseph, and Ephraim, and Manasseh. Thus

references to the Lamb. the covenant blessing goes from one to another. Plead with
God, tonight, that all in your house mag beneath the
The Lamb for One Man sprinkled blood of the Lamb, and be saved from the

How was the Lamb of God first seen in the world2lestroying angel, and that all with you may go out of Egypt
It was the case of the lamb for one man, brought by one to have a possession in the land of the promise.
man for himself, and on his own behalf. You all know that |
refer to Abel, who was a shepherd, and brought of his flotke Lamb for the People
a lamb for himself, on his own account that he might be A little further on, following the Scripture, and
accepted of God, and that he might present to God an askingyou still to behold the Lamb, in Exodus 28:38,
offering wellpleasing in His sight. Cain brought of thefruve come acr oss Godds commanoc
of the ground as an offeig to God. | think that there was g e o pNow this ié that which thou shalt offer upon the
difference in the sacrifice, as well as in the man bringing &ltar; two lambs of the first year day by day continually.
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The one lamb thou shalt offer in theming; and the other pure as the driven now. They sing and praise one glorious
lamb thou shalt offeratevenrd Her e i s t h enanhepwhdn orfe ofithe elders firdt dsleed the question,
chosen people, the lamb for Israel. It began with the unityiwhat are these which are arrayed in white robes, and
it went on to the f amlovety ; whencelcarhegah®y® iHe tHh ensled i dThedevieo t i
the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings ofolaco are they which came out of the great tribulation, and have
makes His tabernacle to be the central place where a lamlashed their robes, and made them white in the blood of
shall be offered for the whole nation. Think of it with the Lamb 0
delight, that Christ died for all His chosen people. He hath The blood of the Lamb has whitened all the saints
redeemed them from among men. Though they be as mavtyo are in heaven; they sing of Him who loved them, and
as the stars for numbear as the sand on the s&a®ore saved them fm their own sins in His own blood. | have
innumerable, yet that one sacrifice has redeemed them aiften wondered why that second word was not brought into
Glory be to God for the blood of the Lamb, by which the our translation, for it so beautifully fits the language of the
whol e of Christdés peopl e Apest ke dacHanetiht lovéd us, and saved us from
our sins in His own blood, and hatiade us kings and
The Lamb for the World priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and
Then let your mind take wing right out ¢fe¢ Old  dominion forever and ever. Ame® Ther e i s no
Testament into the New. Come now to John, saying, in theeaven but what the Lamb has wrought, no brightness there
29"ver se of Bdholdsthe tamb @f Gadrwhichfibut what the Lamb has bought; everything there shows the
taketh away the sin of theworld Now y o u h avendroug mmereand surpassing merit of the Lamb of God.
beyond the bounds of Israel, and have come to the Lamb for  If it is possible to think of something more glorious
the world. You haveame to the Lamb of God, who dies than | have already described, | think you will find it in
for Gentilesas well as for Jews, for men in the isles of theR e v e | a t iAndreveby créa8ire which is in heaven,
sea, for men in the wilds of Africa, for men of every colorand on earth, and under the earth, aneth as are in the
and every race, and every time, and every clime. sea, and all t hat are i n the
Oh, glory be to God, wherever there aren, we  honor, and glory, and power, be to Him that sitteth upon
may go and tell them of Christ! Wherever there are men the throne, and unto the Lamb foreverandevér T h e d &
born of Adamdés race, we mshgll came WHen, tromevery plddce thahGod tasntaden d
Adam, to whom looking, they who look shall live, and in there shll be heard the voice of praise unto the Lamb; there
Him they shall find eternal life. | love to think of the shall be found everywhere men and women redeemed by
breaking down of the boundsat shut in the flow of grace blood, angels, and glorious spirits, rejoicing to adore Him
to one nation. Behold, it flows over all of Asia Minor, at who was, and is, and is to come, the Almighty Lamb of
first, and then over all Greece, and then to Rome, and P&abd.

talks of going to Spain, and the Gospel is borne across the | think | have given you sontiging to consider if

sea to England, and from this country, it bage out unto you turn over the pages of Scripture, and follow the track of

the utmost ends of the earth. the bleeding Lamb.

The Lamb for All Heaven Charles Haddon Spurgeon (18848 9 2 ) At he
Well, now take your flight, if you can get beyond of Preachers, o was a reno

that, away to heaven itself, and there you will seethe Lamis er ved as pastor of L @&fodonf¢

for all heaven. Look at Revelation 7:14. All the saints in 38 years. His works are still widely read today.

heaven are staing in their glittering ranks, whiteobed,

Marks of the Masterd by the Old Scot

Those Migrating Monarchs

Birds which migrate vast distances each year have Monarchs travel up to 3,000 miles every fall. Those
long been a marvel to interested obse¥drat even more moving south from the eastern tvloirds of the United
marvelous is the migrating butterfliganaus plexippuys States and Canada predominantly head for a small forest in
commonly called the Monarch butterfly. central Mexico, where millions of these beautiful creatures

annually congregate in a remote mountain area comprising
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less than 15 square miléome thirteen million ofthem det er mi ned t hat Monarchso6 wi
annually congregate in just one particular site only three & magnetite, an iron compound which they speculate may
four acres in extent! give the butterflies an ori e
Smaller colonies winter at locations along the Gulfieldd but as their destinations areaegd across thousands
Coast from Florida to south Texas, while Monarchs from of miles from east to west, there would be huge differences

the western third of North Ameaamostly winterinsmall i n t hei r i ndi vi dual fcompas s
areas along the Pacific coast, between San Francisco and Man may wonder about the influence of prevailing
Los Angeles. Smaller numbers oweinter in Arizona. winds and ask whether insects can navigate by the stars, but

Additionally, @Athe Monar ctheshrassandbpst aven idthat thecCreator whe méwde me |
Americas to Hawaii, Indonesia, Australasia, the Canary them has given them all that they need to survive as a
Islands and has recently established colonies in species. God s aToeverybeastofitke b e ¢
Mediterranean countri es. 0earth, andto every fowl of the air, and to everything that

But the most amazing thing about this annual  creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is lifeave given
migration is that every one of the migrating millions are oavery green herb formeat ( Ge n . 1:30). An
a firsttime, onetime journey. They have no experienced Bi b | e a c k @ tcord, tead gressrvest fman and
leaders or scouts, atidey start from thousands of locationbeasd ( Ps. 36: 6) .
spread across a large continent; yet year after year the God has given man the intelligence to discover
current generation will zero in on one small target@rea some of the workings of this great world which He
truly a mass demonstration of remarkable navigation! In fashioned for us,rad it is good to learn His ways after Him.

their wintering grounds, they will cover the#s in a But it is far better (The | ear
shimmering restless blanket of oraragedtblack beauty,  eyes of all wait upon thee (O God), and thou givest them
throughout the winter months. their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and

When April signals their time of departure, the  satisfiest the desire of every livingrigp ( Ps .-16)1 4 5 : 1
Monarchs will wake from their stupor and mating will take Truly, the God who implants the necessary

pl ace. Alt i s most | y oftter t knbwledge oh thé Momeach leuterflieshabsd caresifog us.alhee
Most will die after laying their eggs; only about one percédton of God, Ch r Aresnottwbsparows, d e
of these travel all the way to northern states, laying eggssadd for a penny? And not one of them shall fall to the
they go. o0 Foll owing t hes egraguedwighoutgui Fathea But theeverydhains ef yowrihéat |
growing horde of males and females rapidly matured frorare all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more

the eggs la earlier. Thus for most Monarchs it will take avalue than many sparrows ( Mat-81). 10: 29

least two generations to reach the summer feeding grounds.

Monarchs primarily feed on milkweeds, which are  The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon, with
poisonous to other creatures, so they stop to feed where his wife, Marga.
milkweeds are plentifd and there theyaly their eggs. The
eggs will hatch into hungry caterpillars, which will feast References:
upon milkweed leaves for several weeks before entering the  David CarterButterfliesand Moths Dorling
chrysalis stage. Then, within a week or two, an adult Kindersley, NY, 1992, p. 184.

Monarch will struggle out of the chrysalis husk, and after its Donald and Lillian Stokes/Ernest WilliamBhe
wings dry and harden, it is ready to feand, shortly, to  Butterfly Book Little, Brown & Co., Boston, Toronto,

mate again and die. 1991, pp. 8&1.
Normally, one or two additional generations will World Book 2005 ed., 110, p. 296
exist briefly before the final, longdived migratory Valerio Sbordoni and Saveria ForestieBofterflies

generation arrives to finish the journey. Somehow they wilf the World Crescent Books, NY, 1984 [English
know their rotie and their destination. Scientists have  translation 1985], various pages.
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Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel

Flex and Obey
By Pat Ragan

This column highlights the ministries of mountains in a small village just above Aosta. The
Disciplebs parent or gani zat iroadyp thA choumtaindsiverygnartou, steep and curvy.
Ministries of the Gospel (AMG) International, a ron After spending an entire day in Toringdistributing
denominational missions agency. evangelistic booklets, traty pins and seeking to share

Christ with all who would listen, we were cold, a little

With the Vancouver Winter Games stillfreshweary and ready to be hom
on our minds, | ameminded of my most recent After traveling nearly
experience leading an AMG Mission Adventureain from Turin, the unexpected happedetalfway up the
during the Winter OlympicsThis was during the 2006mountain as we slowly woundwr way up the snowy

Winter Games i orino, Italy, where we had the roads, the snow chains broke off of one of the tires on
privilege of leading not just one but three skHertn  each of our vans! There was no waykeep going
teams who all@me alongsle AMG missionaries except to walkso we all piled out of the vans and
Larry and Mary Lowery. started up the snowy road in the silence of a winter
One of our foundational philosophies for wonderland in the ItaliaAlps at midnight.
mi ssion teams i sflekandob ¢ ¥ adn Withnhb maors pddngthrdugh the trees and
Early on in the training process, we teach team the crunching of snow beneath our feet, a funny thing
members a | ittle song t lapperea Inthemidst obtte infial frustratibn oft n d
that goes like this: getting out of warm vans so close to home and
AFl ex and obey, beginning to walk, what could have begen
for therebds no ot tisappointirg gnd to avery long day of ministry
to be happy in Jesus, became the realization that God was giving our team a
than to fl ex and specaltreadthat none of us would soon forget.
We have found that most of us gathe Like weary soldiers coming back from battle,
mission field, even shoterm, with some thefive mile hike uphill in the snow that night bena

expectations. The purpose of teaching this little songisme the Lord used to draw us closer together as a
to help our team members begin to rethink why theyteam but also closer to Himself. Completely

are going on a mission trip and to leave their unanticipated, this experience became one of our most
expectations at home. fond memories of this trip. Why? Because we had all
The reason for this is simpM/hilewe make come t o appr eftekantoeey he ne
some definite plans for our teams and seek to AMG Mission Adventures shoterm team
accomplish specific goals, we have come to ministry exists for two reasons. The first is to shepherd
understand that God does not always work on our and disciple team members in their walk with Christ.
timetable and if we want Him to accomplish His The second is to come al o

purposes through us, we need to wake up each and ceworkers on the field to provide support,
morning wit an attitude of complete surrender whileresourcesind encouragement to see the ministry move
we are serving on a shdadrm team. forward. Over the past 10 years, AMG Mission

One good example of this was with our 2006 Adventure team members have accomplished much for
Winter Olympics Mission Adventurégeam in Italy.  the cause of Christ around the woidad our prayer is
As you would expect during the Winter Games, snowhat each one returned home with a deeper walk with
was everywhere and it was bitiedold. We were the Lord.Many have returned two, three and four
staying with the_owerys, and they live high up in the
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t i mes é ma k itemygimpact dutoohsoterm

service! Pat Ragan is vice president of development for
Is God calling you to serve on an AMG Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel (AMG)

Mi ssion Adventure Team? Check olaternatodnCGhattanedyas Tehne

atwww.amginternationallgand c¢cl i ck on AWorl d

Mi ssionso to | earn more.

Book Reviews

Practice Resurrection: A Conversation on Growing very concrete realities of hum relationships and his
up in Christ, Eugene H. Peterson, Eerdmans, Granddecades of pastoral ministry.

Rapids, Mich., 2010, ISBN 9780802829559, 302 Petersonb6s book is a bre
pages, $24.00, hardcover. |l ove Christédés Church, Afwart s
’ ' c | e a msthe dvashiing of water with the Word H e

The Church takes a lot of beatings in popular 40 €S no6t excuowengyeshortsindiwduatss ,  k
Christianity today. Telhll memoirs from the hottest new to live out the reality of the resurrection together as the
writers detailing the qui 9YRagicBogythelgrdpdaingd. Hchyurch peoj
the psychol ogi cal harm t heéf)ve caused fly off the she
has become fashionable to debate the value of the Churctfin Lonas

the cause of Chri st , and words |l i ke Acommunityo and
fgatheringd have become t hYB® EplesigagyComgmentary, oy t o0 descr i |
assembly of believers. Too many of the rebuttals written h§rget: Al
traditionalists seem mor@ncerned with tradition than with! @k&: Recommended
the Church.
In Practice ResurrectigrPeterson explores the
Church as it is, the Body of Christ born of the Holy Spirit, Recent Releases
not as it has been or as we would like it to be. He is mindful . )
that the Church is imperfect (by wafits composition of ~ Scripture by Heart: Devotional Practice®f
sinners saved by grace), but seeks to build it up rather tHdke mo r i z i n g , JdshdadChoonvimn Kahg,

deconstructing it. He wr i 204G Interiva@sity Press, Downers Grove,rlll,, ISBM o u
are serious about growing up in Christ, we have to deal v@#80830835362, 150 pages, $15, softcover.
the church. |1 say sooner . o

Pet er s on dfith inbaseaiés of(works @n Kang, a pastor and speaker in Califorihias

spiritual theology) is, in essence, an informal commentaryyritten over 30 books in his native Korean language, but

on the book of Ephesians. He points out that almost all N&# is ory his second in EnglistScripture by Heart

Testament letters to churches were written becauseof att empts to reignite the fir
something doctrinal error, rampant sinfulness, pas$  Church. Kang identifies four reasons to practice

squabbles, etd. but Ephesians appears to be motivated bshemorizing Scripture: 1) to know God, 2) to imitate Christ,
Christdos love for His peo®)jetoHeomrphi pecsoPaubhine 4) 1t
encouragement to the Eph ebobkdsiaid olt&s a Bihyadewtiond! desighdd totdravalthey O ¢
Church as a mode wakworthgafthegr bedéevensotpefil ective medit

calling with which[we] have beeralledd ( Ep h .  4irncdrporating memorized Scripture into prayer and worship.
The title,Practice Resurrectiotn comes from Paul 6s
grounding ofhis entire description of the Body inthefactof he Mascul i ne Mandat,e: Go

Christdos resurrection. PeRijghardD. Philipgss2010] Rernatiod BustCCh ur ¢ h

something of an outpost for life in a country of death, ancbublishing Lake Mary, &L, ISBN 9781567691207
pinpoints our growth into spiritual maturity as the ’ . ’
outworking of the raised Christ in our lives. As he works 174 pages, $15.00, hardcover.

his way through Ephesians, he describes the forms and
actions of the Church not just theologically, but through the


http://www.amginternational.org/
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Phillips delves into Scripture and exegetes the kefyiendship, and Christian service, with the goal of exhorting
texts on Godds desi gn andmgntoatep intodheir Gagivan.resporsibilitiesand sveag h ¢
on Godds rol e f orrearmg,n i n frommassiviyge, chi | d

Sermon Help® From SermonHall.com

Sermon Outline Conc.: As a result of our belief in treuperiority of
The Superiority of Christ Christ:
Hebrews 1:14 A. We should commit our lives to Christ (1:1
10:18)

|. TheRecipients ofThis LetterWere Tempted to B. We should conform our lives to Christ
Revert to Judaism. (10:1913:25)

A. Because of persecution of the local church Steve D. Eutsler
(Heb.10:32, 33)

B. Because of imprisonment of certain lllustration s
believers (cfHeb.10:34) Of Lice and Men

C. Because of confiscation of physical goods Romans 12:3
(cf. Heb.10:34) _ _
. ChristiansShould Believe in ChrisBecause Hés Human beings have a huge capacity for-self
the Mediator of 8BetterCovenan(v. 1; cf.Heb.7:22) delusion. The Scath poet, Robert Burns, wrote a famous
lll. ChristiansShoud Believe in ChrisBecause He is Poem about this entitledlo aLouse (On Seeing One On A
Superior toAngels (1:12:18) LadyGs Bonnet at Churchd.In the poem he pictures a

- . . : . womanstrutting to church decked out in frills and finery,
g/ljpcérr]irc;fttlgrll\ﬂsizzgl((jigf?:/)e in ChrisBecause He is convinced that she is cutting a grand figure. But the

e : . . . sophisticated image she aims for is spoiled by a pesky louse
V. ChristiansShould Believe in ChrisBecause He is crapwling through t%e lace of her bonnrét! yapesty

Superior to Aaron (4:140:18) The poem closes with some memorable lines

A. His priesthood islivinely appointed (4:14  (samewhat translatedfiO, that som@ower the gift would
5:10). give usto see ourselves as others se@ Wéhat could we

B. His priesthood is after the order of need more? The Bible urgdio not think of yourself more
Melchizedek (5:147:28). highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with

C. His priesthood is within a new covenant Sober judgmeint(Rom. 12:3) In order to see ourselves
(8:1-9:10), realistically we musiiln humility receive the implanted

wordé 0(James 1:21). Then we must use that word as a
mirror in order to see our true spiritual condition and
change what needs changing (James-2%)3

True Christianitymeango serve even when we

D. His priesthood is centered in a perfect
atonement (9:1-10:18.
VI. ChristiansShould Behave for Chet Becauselhey

areMembers of &etterCovenant (10:14.3:25) are not being servetbve, even when we may not be loved;

VII. ChristiansShould Behave for Christ byleeding  nelp, even when we have not been helpgigg, even vhen

His Warnings (10:19.1:40) we have not received; apiease even if others do not
A.Dondét dd.i ft (2:1 please us.

B.Dondot di s-&88)ieve (3:7
C.Dondét degea20)r at e ( 5RightlUnder Her Nose
D.Donodot des3) se (10: 2By J.A .Gillmartin
EDonét deg@drt (12:15
VIII. ChristiansShould Behave for Christ bfnduring One day our daughteeemed to have lost an
His Discipline (12:113) important homework assignment. After a desperate phone

IX. ChristiansShouldBehave for Christ bracicing ~call from school and many searches by many members of
His Ethics (12:1413:25) the family, we concluded she had truly lost it. Her teacher
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was quite upset. That night taesignment was foudd There is no detour to holiness. Jesus came to the
right where she putdt in her textbook, which was with herresurrection through the cross, not around it.
all the time. What did she learn? Looking in obvious places Leighton Ford
is worth the effort if the thing looked for is really worth
looking for. There is no true holiness without humility.
Most of the lost (as well as prodigals) suffer Thomas Fuller

similarly. That which they are seeking is in an obvious
place, right where God put it, in their hearts. Though the Realholiness has love for its essence, humility for its

lost (like Israel; 2 Cor. 3:14), have a veil over their clothing, the good of others as its employment and the
understanding, our Lord promiséseekand ye shall find  honor of God as its end.
if they will persevere. Nathanael Emmons

We dond changeGods messagé His message changes us.
Bulletin Inserts Anonymous

On Holiness
God shows no favorites amaakes no exceptions.

Anonymous

News Updat® 3/8/10

Tempers Flare over Abortion Funding in Senate who hadpreviously voted against the House bill, to pass the

Health Bill Senate bi in addition to winning over those dissatisfied
At the same time as President Obama has stepp#di t h t he upper chamberods vasc
up the pressure on Congressdet it doné on health care LifeSiteNews

reform, Rep. Bart Stupak, the author of the ‘ S
amendmenbanning abortion funding in the House health Aftershocks, Rain Hamper Aid Distribution in

care bill, has issued a challenge of his own. Chile
A MPresident put it in ther e, 0MissioeNeMs Netivarkgponts that continuing
Democrat urged, referring to placing his amendment intoaftershocks and rain are making it more difficutt &
the Senate bill, in an appearance on FOX Business. groups to reach survivors of
Stupak pointed out that every poll on the topic of Craig Dyer with Bright Hope International says the
public funding for abortion in the U.8as found the group is helping local churches gear up to help the country,
majority in favor of his funding restrictions. Therefore,hewh er e an esti mated 2 mil l i or

said, the president should show the same level of opennesspowering the lad churches in these communities to
to his amendment that he boasted he had showntosome each out to the other <churc
Republican ideas that were included in the bill. be met . Right now, ités prir
il f we 6areflect theyill of the American saf ety. Wedve released the f
people, 0 he said, Athis ckoodjnagdi shanésamendagiedi s wf
you can show your flexibility and actually do whatthe chur ches. 0
American people want: no p u b IParts of thaicowhtry arg culfreatly subjdrtada ctrievesn .
Stupak al so asserted tamndnilitary préesanceiirttre faperodomtmgand gerenalm,
Senate health care bill is going nowhere in the House of unrest. Chilean officials said on March 3 that the death toll
Representatives. 0 On Thur bad @ached 9%, a puaber thatowil fikely riseeas rescue and
NBCO6s Chris Matthews t hat aidawoikerscontmuedheirzeiforis. | awmaker s  wh
voted for the House bill would kill the aborti@xpanding Religion Today Summaries
Senate version if it lacked his antenent.
Shifts in the House demographic since passing th0,000 Haitians Profess Faith in Christ since
House health bill last year means Democrat leaders neegttrthquake
net about four more votes from members of their own party
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Baptist Presseports that 40,127 Haitians have On Tuesday, Feb. 24, Judge Bernard Sdihtold
made professions of faith in Jesus Christ since a massivReutersit he case wi | | be over t
earthquake hit the country Jan. 1x;ading Confraternite no criminal groundstopsueito and t hat t he
Mi ssionaire Baptiste dbéHaitould be released thisilweel

AHai t.i is ripe for a sgaidthetwowanien woaldrenmi im jail bbcauserhe Bamted
said Craig Culbreth, director of the Florida Baptist to obtain more testimony from others.
Conventionbs partnership mis Jghewotheseigiteepnameminees were relaaded foim
coordinates the work of the CMBH. During a F&6-17 jail Feb. 18. SainVil kept Silsby and Coulter in jail
citywide holiday obser vanlbeeause he h&ldutthethaestioris ®omthem.Hai t i 6 s ¢

|l argest city, Culbreth saw At housands upon t Baptist®rassd s
the streets where people are seeking God and asking Him to

spare them from what happened in RarPrince. For me, A | Am Not Ashamedo Campai
it was a New €stament expression of what it looks like The Christian Posteports that one Christian

when the Spirit of God shows up. | have never seen ministry is taking to secular media outlets to urge Christians
anything |like it.o tostat up for their faith. Ans

Since the earthquake, the CMBH pastorshave As hamedo campaign began on |
distributed 51 tons of rice, which provided 437,750 servinggmmercials on Fox News, FoxNews.com and
to Haitians in Porau-Prince and owiing areas where MSNBC.com.
refugees have fled. Additional feedings are expected. The spots feature a diverse cast of Christians saying
Religion Today Summaries hey are finot ashamededf the
The group is also encouraging local churches to take up
2 Baptist Volunteers Still in Haiti Jail billboard campaigns with the message. Part of the campaign
Two weeks after their eight team members were encourages Christians to visit the iamnotashamed.org
released and allowed to return to the United States, two website and upload videos of themselves reading or quoting
female Baptistolunteers remain in a Haiti jail, optimistic the Bible, thereby produicng t he wor | doés f i
t heyol | be freed soon but Bide i | | awaiting the final w
the judge overseeing the case. Religion Today Summaries
Laura Silsby and Charisa Coulter, members of
Central Valley Baptist Church in Meridian, Idaho, have EU Considers Protecting Rights of Persecuted
been in jail sine Jan. 29 when they and their team membegfristians
were arrested on charges of child kidnapping and criminal Christian Todayeports that the European Union

association when they tried to take 33 children out of thehas taken the first steps to protecting Christian minorities in
earthquakeavaged country and to a makeshift orphanagenember countries araround the world.

in the Dominican Republic. They alleggdlid not have the iWedve set up a working
proper paperwork. what bilateral action can be taken between Europe and the
Silsby, the group leader, told the Associated Pressndi vi dual countries where (
Wednesday that she and Coulter expectto bereleasedsoej d |t al yé6s Foreign Ministe
and that theyo6d even c omesui@ngWhickinferndlidnal initiativestthe EW @@n dddptitd! I ¢
yes, both of us would come back to Haiti becabseeissop r i ng t hi s roblem more cl es
much need here, especially foprr agtthtg ncihisgladrge nt,hGg sSijlss bxyn
iWe would definitely comeppagebcédPohrhd® bbem @ng@nt hp:
misunderstanding or whatever you want to call it is sorte@n atrisk minorities, including Christians. The protocol

out . 0 would be issued to member embassies throughout the

Their friends and family members back home hawgo r | d |, and wil |l rely on dat e
thought for morghan a week they would be released anywat ¢h Li st. AYou see, Chri st
dayd mostly because of repeated media reports that proyggup offering them strong support through their
to be full of false hope. governments, o0 Frattini said.

Religion Today Summaries
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Answers to

. Pithom and Rameses (Ex. 1:11).

. Amram and Jochebed (Ex.

6:20).

. In a flame of fire out of the

midst of a bush (Ex. 3:2).

. To hold a feast unto God and

sacrifice unto Him (Ex. 5:1, 3).

. Aaron cast down his rod and it

became a serpent (Ex. 7:9, 10).

. Seven days (Ex. 7:25).
. The plague of lice (Ex. 8:18).

. The plague of murrain on the

cattle (Ex. 9:6).

. An east wind (Ex. 10:15).

Beside Pi-hahiroth, by the Red

Sea (Ex. 14:9).
J

ast i

ACROSTIC #44: ANSWERS

PHILIPPIANS (4:6) — “Be careful
for nothing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known

unto God”

CZEFATrEZOMBEOARE

KNAVE
PREFERRING
HEWERSOFWOOD
INNER
LOGARITHM
ICHABOD
PYGARG
PATHETIC
INKBLOT
AUGUSTUS
NINETY

SQUINT
DEVOUTLY
BENNY

BUNT
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Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham
By Mark Oshman
Originally published irPulpit Helps April 1995

On next page
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