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ñO, Magnify the Lord with Meò 
By Tim Schoap 
 

Psalm 34 begins, ñI will bless the Lord at all times; 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul will 

make its boast in the Lord; the humble will hear it and 

rejoice. O magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt His 

name togetherò (Ps. 34:1-3). 

Think about the three words that begin verse 3: 

ñMagnify the Lord.ò How in the world can we possibly do 

that? How can we weak, insignificant creatures, who 

struggle just to make it through a day, possibly make the 

almighty, infinite God of the universe bigger than He 

already is? Well, the answer is that we canôt in absolute 

terms, but we can in our own hearts and our own minds.  

Too often, in my heart, in my mind, I am big and 

God is small. My personal problems, my love of sin, and 

my distracted mind take my eyes off of Him and put them 

squarely on me. And so David tells me here to take my eyes 

off of self and put them where they belong, to magnify God, 

to exalt Him, to lift Him up, because, as he goes on to say in 

the rest of this marvelous Psalm, He has delivered me from 

my fears, He has heard my cry, and He has saved me, ñO 

taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the man 

who takes refuge in Him!ò (Ps. 34:8). 

Psalm 34 is all about worship, and worship is a 

topic every Christian needs to understand, because biblical 

worship is incredibly important, perhaps even infinitely so. 

I have no new apologetic to offer on worship, just a clear 

sense of the most important apologetic, the biblical mandate 

to worship and what it means to us as Christians today.  

Worship is incredibly important. It must be, 

because it is commanded times without number in the 

Scriptures. We just saw one example in Psalm 34. Hereôs 

another, from Psalm 2:11, ñWorship the Lord with 

reverence and rejoice with trembling.ò And another, Psalm 

95:6, ñCome, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel 

before the Lord our Maker.ò  

We could go on and on and on because the 

command to worship the Lord, along with its cognates: 

magnify, praise, exalt, bow, etc., is the most repeated 

command in Scripture. Why is worship commanded so 

many times?   

First, Scripture so often commands worship 

because worship is something God seeks. Jesus made that 

clear in John 4:23, ñan hour is coming, and now is, when 

the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and 

truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 

worshipers.ò 

There is a truth there that is easy for us to miss: the 

almighty Creator of the universe, who sustains all life and 

being by His power, who is utterly blessed, infinitely 

beyond the understanding of His creation, seeks worship 

from His creation. There should be a little exclamation 

point going off in your head right now at this awesome 

truth! 

But by the very fact of who He is: the Creator, 

Sustainer, Infinite, Blessed, He is infinitely worthy of 

worship, and so it is right for Him to seek it. Thatôs the 

second reason worship is so often commanded in Scripture.  

Finally, worship is often commanded in Scripture 

because it brings Him pleasure. God tells the returned 

Exiles to rebuild the Temple in Haggai 1:8, ñGo up into the 

mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so 

that I may take pleasure in it and be honored, says the 

LORD.ò He doesnôt take pleasure in the architecture of the 

building; He takes pleasure in the act of worship of building 

it, and in the acts of worship that will take place there.  

Some four dozen times in Scripture the offerings of 

the Temple are called a ñpleasing aromaò to God. God 

takes pleasure in worship, so we worship God because He is 

worthy of it, because He seeks it, and because He takes 

pleasure in it. Clearly, to say worship is important is an 

understatement.  

And yet, were I to ask half a dozen Christians to 

define worship, I might get half a dozen different answers. 

Some might say worship is feeling love and devotion 

toward God. Others might say that worship is the singing 

before the sermon. Still others might dismiss everything 

before the sermon as mere preliminaries and say the sermon 

itself is the worship. Many might say that worship is the 

11:00 Sunday morning service. 

In Scripture, two groups of words are translated 

ñworship.ò first, the Hebrew óâbad and Greek latreuǾ, mean 
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ñto serve,ò and refer to the work of the priests in the 

Tabernacle and Temple. As they offered sacrifices to 

Yahweh they were serving Him, a formal rite of worship 

before God.  

Thatôs why Peter says we are priests. When we talk 

about the priesthood of the believer, we usually mean the 

blessed truth that we donôt need a mediator to stand 

between us and God. But Peter has a different priestly 

function in mind in 1 Peter 2:5, ñYou yourselves like living 

stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.ò  

Like the priests of old offered burnt offerings and 

sacrifices of grain and drink, we too are to offer up 

sacrifices acceptable to God, only spiritual ones. ñSpiritual 

sacrificesò refers to all our service to God, but there is a 

particular kind of service that ñworshipò often refers to. 

Thatôs the second group of words translated ñworshipò in 

Scripture. The Hebrew shâchâh and Greek proskuneǾ mean 

to ñbow down,ò or ñbend the knee.ò That physical act came 

to mean giving homage to someone, recognizing their 

worth. In fact, our English word ñworshipò comes from that 

idea of ascribing worth, which in Old English was ñworth-

ship,ò shortened to worship. 

We use the word loosely when we say someone 

worships money, or status, or power. But in our relationship 

with God, we elevate the idea of worship to its true object. 

Thatôs what Peter has in view in 2:9: ñBut you are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 

who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.ò  

The ñroyal priesthoodò (thatôs us) proclaim the 

excellencies of the God who saved us; we tell of His worth, 

His greatness, His goodness, and His grace. And so to 

worship God is to ascribe supreme worth to Him. As John 

Stott puts it in The Living Church, ñTo worship is to óglory 

in Godôs holy name.ô Indeed, we are to join with all 

creatures in pronouncing Him worthy of our praise, because 

He is both our Creator and our Redeemer (Revelation 5:9-

14). Because of who God is, it is appropriate that we should 

óworship at his footstool (Psalm 99:5).ôò  

Old Testament worship was linked to the formal 

service of the Temple. That dynamic is transformed in the 

New Testament so that worship is no longer fixed in a 

place, it is fixed in a person, the Lord Jesus Christ. There 

are no more Temple priests, now we are all priests, we all 

offer spiritual sacrifice, we all proclaim his excellencies.  

And because thatôs true, in Jesus, all of life is 

worship in the broadest possible sense. Thatôs what Romans 

12:1 is all about, ñI urge you therefore, brethren, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service 

of worship.ò  

We worship as living sacrifices when we live so 

that all we do brings God glory. We worship as living 

sacrifices when we obey Godôs commands to build one 

another up, to make disciples, to love one another. We 

worship as living sacrifices when we live out 1 Corinthians 

10:31: ñSo, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 

do all to the glory of God.ò  

Jesus has made that possible through His once-for-

all sacrifice of Himself for our sins, Hebrews 13:15, 

ñThrough him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 

praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his 

name.ò How often? Continually .  

In other words, there are no more sacred times, 

spaces, or places. Every Christian is to worship everywhere, 

all the time. In your private life, your family life, and of 

particular importance to this study, when we come together 

for corporate worship on Sundays.  

Worship is not a church service. The service itself 

is only a setting in which worship may occur. In the next 

article we will look at what the Scriptures say about 

corporate worship. 

 

Tim Schoap is co-pastor of Signal Mountain Bible Church 

in Signal Mountain, Tenn.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Battleground, Past, Present, and Future: If Iôm A Soldier, Whereôs the War?ðPart  5 
By Gerald Robison 

 
Thus far in this series, weôve learned that Spiritual 

Warfare is real. Itôs not something made up by preachers to 

scare us into falling in line. God has a purpose for us and all 

of life is geared to making it happen. Satan, on the other 

hand (along with his demons) is opposed to Him and 

actively working to abort His plan. 

 

The Past 

We might now ask, ñWhen did all this ówarfareô 

begin? How did it all start? Is there any record of what was 

going on?ò The good news is that yes, there are answers, 

and they are available to us in the Bible. 

First, we must recognize that the Bibleôs first 

mention of Satan shows him at some time after his 

rebellion. When Genesis first pictures him in the form of a 

serpent, tempting Eve, he is already a fallen, rebellious 

creature. Therefore, we must turn elsewhere for indications 

about the past. 

In the last issue, we looked at the records found in 

Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. These show only some of the 
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information we need to understand these early 

circumstances. More is found in Revelation 12, where many 

commentators believe that the references found here allude 

to this important time. 

ñThen another sign appeared in heaven: and 

behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten 

horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. And his tail 

swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to 

the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was 

about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might 

devour her childò (Rev. 12:3-4). 

Most Bible commentators believe that the 

occurrence described here was a record of the actual 

rebellion and fall of Satan and the other angels that 

followed him (the demons). If this is true, then one-third of 

the angels went with Lucifer, and it is those beings who 

lend themselves to the harassment of the saints. 

The next logical questions might be, ñDo I need to 

be afraid of them?ò and ñCan these demons affect me?ò The 

answer to the first of these questions is both yes and no. 

There are two answers because there are two categories of 

demons. One ought to concern us and the other should not. 

To clarify this we need to turn to two key Scripture 

references. They give us some important information: ñFor 

if God did not spare the angels that sinned, but cast them 

down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, 

to be reserved unto judgmentò (2 Pet. 2:4). ñAnd the angels 

which kept not their first estate, but left their own 

habitation, he has reserved in everlasting chains under 

darkness unto the judgment of the great dayò (Jude 6). 

So then, we ought to be aware from all that has 

been said so far, that there are fallen angels that are loose 

and purposefully seeking to bring havoc on the Christian 

population. By the mere fact that these are loose, we realize 

that the previous scriptural passages are not speaking of 

them, but of another group of fallen angels. 

Apparently, this second group of angels 

participated in some special activity of sin that deserved a 

special punishment, but not merely punishment (for the 

most part of that is still to come), but banishment. In their 

place of reserve they are strongly held, and there they will 

stay until that prescribed ñday of judgment.ò What their sin 

was, I will not go into here, for that is another, much 

debated subject that would draw us away from the current 

study. 

Now we know that the angels are divided into two 

categories: fallen (demons) and un-fallen (angels). We also 

know that the fallen angels are classified in two groups: 

chained and loose. 

Just as there is no biblical record of Luciferôs 

appearance changing when he fell, there is also no record of 

a change in the outward appearance of demons. Typically, 

people think of demons as ugly little goons, but there is no 

biblical basis for such a picture. Just as Satan is still 

beautiful and ñangelicò looking, so are the demons still in 

whatever state God originally made them. The only 

difference in the demons and angels are their purposes and 

to whom they give their allegiance. In a sense, angels and 

demons are alike except they are on opposite sides of a 

great spiritual battle. 

Understanding this, it is easier to comprehend how 

we can be deceived by Satan, false teachers and demons, 

and how it is that they can appear to them as an ñangels of 

light.ò ñFor such are false prophets, deceitful works, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no 

marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 

light.  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be 

transformed, as the ministers of righteousnessò (1 Cor. 

11:13-15). 

It is obvious that we have no need to fear the ones 

in chains, for God has reserved them there until the Day of 

Judgment. But the other group of unknown number, which 

is loose, still has the ability to inflict pressure and influence 

upon the Body of Christ. It is THIS group we will face in 

spiritual combat on a regular basis. 

When we face them, will it be a knock-down drag-

out kind of thing? Will it look like something from a horror 

movie with heads spinning, vomiting, and subsonic voices 

speaking or is it more subtle? Thatôs what weôll discuss in 

the next installment. 

 

Gerald Robison is co-founder of UnveilinGlory, a 

seminar and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the 

glory of God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples 

of the world. UnveilinGlory is best known for the book and 

seminar Cat and Dog Theology. Gerald has pastored 

churches in the U.S., Australia, and the Netherlands, and he 

continues to lead national seminars for Walk Thru the Bible 

Ministries. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically Speakingðby Spiros Zodhiates 
 

What Defiles People?  
Matthew 15:10-20 
 

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, AMG 

Publishers, 2006. 

 

[10] After rebuking the Pharisees in verses 1-9 for 

their mishandling of Godôs law, Jesus now addressed the 

multitudes on the real cause of defilement, ñHear (akoúete, 

the present imperative of akoúǾ [191], to hear, listen) and 

understand (suníete, the present imperative of suníǛmi 

[4920], to comprehend; from sún [4862], together; and 

híǛmi [n.f.], to send, put).ò 

[11] The key is that the heart is self-defiling. It 

requires nothing from the outsideðneither physical (like 

food) nor moral temptation. It is from these teachings of 

Christ that James concluded, ñEvery man is tempted, when 

he is drawn away of his own lustò (James 1:14). That lust is 

within the heart. 

ñAbsolutely not (ou [3756], the absolute ñnotò) that 

which enters (eiserchómenon, the present middle deponent 

participle of eisérchomai [1525] from eis [1519], into from 

without; and érchomai [2064], to come) into the mouth 

defiles (koinoí, the present tense of koinóǾ [2840], to make 

common, pollute, defile) the person, but that which comes 

out (ekporeuómenon, the present middle deponent participle 

of ekporeúomai [1607], to eject, to put out) of the mouth, 

this defiles a personò (a.t.). 

The verb ñdefileò is associated with the adjective 

koinós ([2839], common, defiled, unclean). Thus, koinóǾ 

etymologically means ñto make common or unclean.ò The 

strict theological point here is that people are not defiled by 

something external. The root of sin is the human heart, and 

this condition is common among humankind, especially the 

unregenerate. However, this low estate is not the ideal and 

not the way God originally created people. 

[12] Amazingly oblivious to Jesusô supernatural 

knowledge and ethics, the disciples asked, ñKnowest thou 

(oídas, the perfect tense of horáǾ [3708], to perceive) that 

the Pharisees were offended (eskandalísthǛsan [4624], to 

cause to stumble or fall, to scandalize), after they heard this 

saying?ò 

Think about this two-edged sword a moment! First, 

the disciples asked Jesus if He had perceived the Phariseesô 

reaction. Secondly, as if this were not enough, they 

questioned Jesusô sensitivity and ethical propriety. They 

came very close to siding with the Pharisees. After all, if the 

disciples were convinced that the Lordôs teaching was right, 

why would they care whether He was sensitive to the 

Phariseesô false teachings? 

[13] Jesusô answer reveals His detachment from 

any sensitivity to false teaching. He implied that the 

disciples should not concern themselves with Satanôs tares 

(Matt. 13:25ï38), since tares are destined for uprooting, 

ñEvery (pása, the feminine of pás [3956], each within the 

total) plant (phuteía [5451]) that My heavenly Father did 

not plant (ephúteusen, the aorist tense of phuteúǾ [5452], to 

plant) shall be rooted up (ekrizǾthǛsetai, the future passive 

tense of ekrizóǾ [1610] from ek [1537], out of from within; 

and rhizóǾ [4492], to root, from which we get our English 

ñrhizomeò)ò (a.t.). 

PhuteúǾ, to plant, carries a stronger connotation of 

careful planning and managing than the arbitrary scattering 

reflected in the verb speírǾ ([4687], to sow [seed]). We say 

this because the parable of the sower presents a farmer 

randomly throwing seed without a great deal of care since 

some falls within range of scavengers, some on rocky 

ground, some on soil with no depth, some before a blazing, 

destructive sun (Matt. 13). It is clearly accidental that any 

seed falls on good earth at all, within deep, fertile soil and 

near water. The accidental growth arising from scattering 

(speírǾ) is contrasted here with the careful planting 

(phuteúǾ) of a loving heavenly Father who selects the good 

soil, nutrients, and water to secure growth (see Mark 4:26ï

29). 

The corresponding nouns compare like the verbs. 

Phuteía, used only here, is actually a plant (seeds are not 

uprooted), whereas spérma ([4690], that which is sowed) is 

ungerminated seed. In the parable of the sower, the seed 

falling on good ground bears fruit, phuteía. Neither thorns, 

birds, bad ground, nor lack of water have been able to stop 

the increase (aúxǛsis [838]) of the life of the seed. 

From verse 13, we can deduce that God has not 

planted some plants. He does not ñplantò tares; the devil 

does (Matt. 13:25ï40). These tares will be rooted up, bound 

in bundles, and cast into the fire to be burned. 

[14] This verse concluded what Jesus had just said. 

Since the Pharisees were not planted by the Father, Jesus 

said, ñLeave (áphete, the aorist imperative of aphíǛmi [863], 

to leave; from apó [575], from; and híǛmi) themò (a.t.). 

The aorist tense leaves open the possibility that 

they might be evangelized laterðñleave them [for now].ò 

As long as they were in this crisis stage of resistance, leave 

them be. Let them remain in their current condition of being 

offended by what Jesus had just said. In other words, donôt 

do anything to offset the offense. Since truth offended them, 

let them stay offended. 
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In their current condition, Jesus continued, ñThey are blind 

leaders of the blindò (a.t.). The scribes and Pharisees were 

indeed self-made leaders of the Jewish people. They could 

not see or hear spiritual truth. They saw Jesus Christ 

standing before them, but they could not understand who 

He was. 

The principle that followed is applicable to 

everyone who gives or receives false teaching, ñAnd if the 

blind lead (hodǛgǛ, the present subjunctive of hodǛgéǾ 

[3594], to lead) the blind, both shall fall (pesoúntai, the 

future middle deponent indicative of píptǾ [4098], to fall) 

into the ditch (bóthunon [999], a pit, a symbol of 

destruction).ò The middle voice of píptǾ indicates a 

responsible but reflexive action. The blind should not be 

leading; they should be seeking eyes from the Lord. 

[15] Although the teaching seems quite simple, 

Peter wanted further elucidation, saying, ñDeclare 

(phráson, the aorist tense of phrázǾ [5419], to expound, 

explain; from which the English word ñphraseò is derived) 

unto us this parable (parabolǛn, the accusative of parabolǛ 

[3850] from pará [3844], near; and bállǾ [906], to cast or 

put).ò 

[16] Since Peter asked Jesus to clarify the parable 

to them, the Lord asked the disciples, ñAre you also yet 

(akmǛn [188], at this point in time) without understanding 

(asúnetoi [801], from a [1], without; and súnesis [4907])?ò 

(a.t.). The ñalsoò (kaí [2532]) grouped the disciples with the 

scribes and the Pharisees, and the predicate stated that they, 

too, were unable to ñput togetherò what Christ said. 

[17] Jesus repeated the teaching, appealing to a 

generally understood truth, ñDo you not yet understand that 

all (pán, the neuter of pás, everything) that enters the 

mouth goes into (chǾreí, the present tense of choréǾ [5562], 

to give space to, find room in) the belly and is cast out 

(ekbálletai [1544]) into the draught (aphedrǾna [856] from 

apó [575], from; and hédra [n.f.], a seat, toilet]?ò (a.t.). 

Food does not defile because it does not reach 

human hearts or spirits. If people do not wash their hands, 

residual bacteria passes through their bodies into the sewer, 

leaving their hearts untouched. Jesusô point was that clean 

hands do not produce moral purity; conversely, unwashed 

hands do not defile the soul. 

[18] Now Jesus touched the heart of the matter 

(literally), ñBut those things which proceed out 

(ekporeuómena, the present middle neuter plural participle 

of ekporeúomai [1607]) of the mouth come forth 

(exérchetai, the present middle singular of exérchomai 

[1831]) from the heart; and they defile (koinoí) the man.ò 

Jesus said that the things (the participle is plural, the 

referent obviously the words) that leave the mouth are 

viewed as a collection (the verb is singular, the referent 

probably is the thought) that comes from the heart and 

defiles. So the heart itself is self-defiling. 

Jesus made it clear that this is human nature apart 

from the grace of God. Peopleôs hearts are already hard. 

What evil thoughts erupt and pass into the world in the form 

of evil words only reinforce (defile) the evil already present 

within. Defiling, therefore, is not the creation of evil ex 

nihilo, that is, out of nothing, or turning good hearts into 

bad ones. It begins with the evil that comes forth from 

hearts in the first place. Any subsequent defiling, therefore, 

is merely reinforcement. So human hearts are not only self-

defiling but self-destructive. 

Although the middle voice is used with reference to 

ñthings which proceed out of the mouth,ò it is evident that 

words are passive, and the mouth is the cause. Words do not 

move themselves (reflexive) out of the mouth. Likewise, 

the heart causes the thoughts that form words. Neither 

words nor thoughts act; they are produced, respectively, by 

the mouth and heart. 

[19] Here, Jesus clearly defined human hearts as 

thinking, choosing, and, self-defiling faculties.  

The heartôs productions include, ñEvil (ponǛroí, the 

plural of ponǛrós [4190], malevolent, harmful) thoughts 

(dialogismoí, the plural of dialogismós [1261], reasoning, 

thought).ò God is not responsible for the iniquity that 

circulates in the hidden recesses of humankind. The Bible 

teaches that we have malevolent natures that correspond to 

that of the devil (cf. Matt. 13:19, 38; Eph. 6:16; etc.). We, 

therefore, ñbeing evilò (Matt. 7:11), without the 

overpowering work of the Holy Spirit, can manufacture 

only evil thoughts. Salvation, specifically, enlightenment 

based on the Word of God, infuses new thoughts into us. 

This is called the renewal of the mind in Romans 12:12 and 

elsewhere. 

 ñMurders (phónoi, the plural of phónos [5408], 

murder).ò Phónos is not the killing (apokteínǾ [615], to kill) 

endorsed by God in capital punishment and just wars. 

PhoneúǾ (5407) is killing the innocent, those not worthy of 

death, for some malevolent purpose. Murder has no place in 

the heart of the believer, and a murderous heart is another 

one of those hideous states from which we are delivered. 

ñAdulteriesò and ñfornications.ò At the beginning 

of human history, God ordained the bond of marriage 

between one woman and one man for reasons other than 

reproduction since He also commanded plants and animals 

to reproduce according to their kind. Human rebellion 

extended to this institution, substituting for marriage 

ñadulteriesò (moicheíai [3430], physical unions beyond that 

with spouses) and ñfornicationsò (porneía [4202], physical 

unions between unmarried persons). Jesus said these 

specific rebellions begin in the heart, the thinking and 

choosingðand therefore planningðfaculty before they 

reach physical expression. Our first guard, therefore, should 

be on what we think. If we allow God to regulate our 

thought lives, we can restrain our bodies. 
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ñTheftsò (klopaí [2829] from the verb kléptǾ 

[2813], to steal). The kléptǛs (2812) is more of a stealthy 

thief as opposed to the lǛstǛs (3027), one who robs out in 

the open, the common mugger. The kleptomaniac is a 

clandestine operator who ingeniously hides articles on the 

way out of a building. Again the Lordôs emphasis is on the 

mental and volitional planning stages of sin. 

 ñFalse Witnesses.ò This is actually one compound 

plural Greek word (pseudomarturíai, the plural of 

pseudomarturía [5577] from pseudǛs [5571], false; and 

marturía [3141], a witness). Lying was strictly forbidden in 

the Old Testament (Lev. 6:2, 3). 

ñBlasphemies.ò The English word ñblasphemiesò 

derives from the Greek noun bláx ([n.f] ; sluggish, stupid; in 

Modern Greek, idiot or fool) or the verb bláptǾ ([984], to 

harm) and phǛmí ([5346], to speak). To include the ideas 

resident in the noun and verb, then, ñblasphemyò is foolish 

and harmful content that pours out of the mouth. Once 

again, a lock on the mind and will stops the mouth. 

Believers should carefully plan their words. 

[20] Jesus concluded His argument, ñThese are the 

(tá, the plural neuter definite article) defiling things 

(koinoúnta, the present neuter plural participle of koinóǾ 

[2840]) to people, but eating with unwashed hands does not 

defile themò (a.t.). To summarize, these ñthingsò defile 

people, but the list is a set of silent, hidden, internal 

thoughts and choices before they become actions. This 

natural state of unregenerate persons is seen in the use of 

the present participle which underscores the uninterrupted 

process of evil. 

Whatever impact unwashed hands have on bodily 

hygiene, there is no connection with moral purity. This was 

a false Jewish tradition. No external, bodily actions can 

clean up evil hearts. They may eliminate some filth, but 

they can neither sanitize nor sanctify the individuals before 

God. However, such ñwashings,ò the writer of Hebrews 

tells us, prophetically typify the internal cleansing of the 

conscience ñuntil [i.e., they were temporary] the time of 

reformationò (Heb. 9:10). God will then fulfill His promises 

to regenerate hearts, put a new Spirit within (Jer. 32:39-40, 

et. al.), and cleanse the wicked from all iniquity (Jer. 33:8). 

The Jews took the typology as an end in itself. 

The only hope for unregenerate people is to 

experience the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ shed on 

Calvaryôs cross. This alone is the power that victoriously 

overcomes the power of sin (1 John 1:7). 

 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years, 

was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, and 

authored dozens of exegetical books. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Following Godðby Wayne Barber 
 

Enter In  

 
So many believers are still trying to get into a room 

that they are already in; they are still trying to do what has 

already been done. They are living right beneath where they 

could live, going through life on a lower plane of trying 

their best to meet Godôs standards. But, through Christ, we 

can live on a higher plane of resting in His atonement and 

obeying in His power. 

When you get into chapter 10 of Hebrews, the 

author has been building his case for several chapters to 

illustrate the total contrast between the impotent, repeated 

Mosaic animal sacrifices and the divinely powerful, once-

for-all sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus, our eternal 

High Priest, the God-man, the Son of God, came into the 

world that He Himself created in order to eternally redeem 

us by the shedding of His blood on the cross! There will 

never be the need for any more sacrifices for sinðit is 

done!  

The Holy Spirit promised to Jeremiah that, one day, 

sin would be forgiven and its guilt removed so that a 

relationship with God would be possible through Christ, 

and He still testifies that truth to us today. ñAnd the Holy 

Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, óThis is the 

covenant that I will make with them after those days, says 

the Lord: I will put my laws upon their heart.ô He then says, 

óAnd their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no 

moreôò (Heb. 10:15-17). 

Verse 17, which points to our sins that God will 

remember no more, is the key to all that the author of 

Hebrews brings up in this passage. Believers not only know 

Godôs will, but we are empowered to do Godôs will because 

the Holy Spirit lives in us. In fact, this very truth (the Holy 

Spirit living in us) continues to testify to us that we have 

been forgiven and the barrier of sin has finally been 

removed. The author of Hebrews wraps this up in verse 18: 

ñNow where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no 

longer any offering for sin.ò   

Why is this so important? We can now boldly, with 

full confidence, enter into the presence of God, the true 

holy of holies, at any time and draw from His enabling 

power. He says in verse 19, ñTherefore, brethren, since we 

have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of 

Jesus.ò Since this verse doesnôt tell us what to expect when 

we enter into Godôs presence, letôs look back a few chapters 

to where the author does tell us. 
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ñTherefore, let us draw near with confidence to the 

throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of needò (Heb. 4:16). It is only there at 

the throne of grace that we find the resources for all that He 

demands to deal with life in our time of need. It is in His 

very presence we will find grace and mercy to help in time 

of need! It is His grace that transforms us by His replacing 

us and enabling us in all that He demands. But it is His 

mercy that enables us to bear up under the consequences of 

our sinful choices which once would have shut us out of 

Godôs presence. Now, even when we have sinned, we will 

find grace and mercy which the law and the blood of bulls 

and goats would never have allowed. Christ has opened the 

door for us to personally relate to God.  

Back in chapter 10, verse 20 says this way is ña 

new and living way.ò Not only is it totally and qualitatively 

brand new in comparison to anything that the old covenant 

was, but it is a living wayðit is an accessible, active, and 

enduring way. Christ opened this way up for us, as the 

writer goes on to say in this verse, ñby a new and living 

way, which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, 

His flesh.ò This points back to Christôs suffering for us on 

the cross. Just as the temple veil was torn open in Matthew 

27:51, His flesh was also torn open through scourging and 

on the cross for you and me. As verse 21 states, He is now 

our Great High Priest presiding over the house of God 

(which is His Church) and guaranteeing their entrance into 

the presence of God. Sin can never interfere with our 

entering into His presence to find grace and mercy in our 

time of need. 

Christ is our Great High Priest who daily intercedes 

for the people of God in the presence of the Father. Now, 

since we have this new and living access into Godôs 

presence at all times because of the shed blood of Christ, 

we can live life on a higher plane in His enabling power. 

Stop trying to get into a room you are already in; enjoy the 

privilege Christ offers us as He now lives in our hearts as 

believers. Enter inðHe is inviting you to come boldly into 

His presence with no fear! Draw from His divine 

enablement to do all that He has required of you. 

Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown 

Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Solitude and the Christian 
By Shea Oakley 

 
There are times in each of our lives when we must 

seek to be alone with God. Solitude is not an option for the 

serious Christian, it is a necessity.  

This need for solitude is in no way contradictory to 

the urgent drive for more genuine community in the 

Church. Human beings need both meaningful time with and 

periods of seclusion from one other. Solitude is not 

synonymous with isolation. The latter is the bane of modern 

existence.  

A constant and pathological estrangement from our 

fellows is symptomatic of the deeper alienation of the 

human heart to which modern life lends itself. Isolation is 

usually not voluntary; it is far more often a state in which 

individuals find themselves, at least to some degree, 

contrary to their own will. The remedy to isolation is a 

return to the communal values of biblical Christianity that 

are so lacking in the hyper-individualistic West today. 

The often unmentioned flip side of unhealthy 

isolation is an equally unhealthy need for constant social 

interaction. Some people feel they can only endure the 

absolute minimum amount of time apart from others that is 

necessary for propriety, even if that means invading the 

legitimate boundaries of otherôs privacy.  

These are the men and women in our congregations 

who push so hard for constant ñfellowshipò that they 

ultimately alienate others. Such individuals cannot stand the 

thought of time spent only in their own company or, 

potentially, in the singular company of God. They almost 

make an idol of human relationship for its own sake, and in 

the end that obsession leads only to their own harm. 

No spiritually and psychologically healthy man is 

ñan island,ò but neither is he always compelled to be with 

other people. Instead he is one who understands the need 

for both human and divine companionship, and not always 

at the same time. Balanced Christians seek ñalone-timeò 

with the Lord to recharge their spiritual batteries and to rest 

from the sometimes incessant demands of human society. 

Such ñalone-timeò can also be described as solitudeðthe 

voluntary removal of oneself from others in order to seek 

quiet repose and restoration in the presence of God. 

Solitude requires more than just being absent from 

the physical presence of others. It involves being removed 

from their ñtele-presenceò as well. It means turning off the 

television, silencing the stereo, logging off the Internet, and 

switching off your cell phone.  

We live in an era when we can choose to be 

continually connected to communications mediaðsome 

have even gone so far as to install a TV in their bathroom. 

Real solitude cannot exist in the presence of a constant 

audiovisual stream. It requires the complete, if temporary, 

removal of all the trappings of our electronically ñplugged-

inò culture. One of the most effective ways to accomplish 

this is to simply venture outdoors. Nature lends itself to 

solitude. A hike up a mountain or a long float on a lake can 

facilitate the kind of quiet that allows us to clearly hear 

from God. 
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Whether it is achieved through the great outdoors 

or simply a purposely silenced home, the balm of solitude is 

vital to the believer. It reminds us that the vertical element 

of Christianity must come before the horizontal one. We are 

to love God above and beyond our fellow man (though, 

paradoxically, loving Him first enables us to love others 

best). We are to seek Him and Him alone, as our greatest 

priority. This is simply impossible without separating 

ourselves from others for a time. 

Once we recognize solitude as the great good it is, 

we can pursue it both without guilt and with anticipatory 

joyðfor in pursuing solitude, we pursue and find our Lord. 

Then, after we commune with Him in the quiet place, we 

can return to the company of our fellow human beings as 

men and women refreshed and transformed, ready once 

more to live together for the glory and service of the Lord. 

© 2009 Shea Oakley. All Rights Reserved 

Shea Oakley is a freelance Christian writer from 

Ridgewood, New Jersey. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Words to Stand You on Your Feetðby Joe McKeever 
 

Five Things to Do with Scripture 

 
A fellow who had been critical of George W. 

Truett, one of the great preachers of the first half of the 20th 

century, finally bit the bullet and went to hear him speak. 

As he exited the sanctuary of the First Baptist Church of 

Dallas, a colleague asked what he thought of Dr. Truettôs 

sermon that day. 

ñHe didnôt say a thing I couldnôt have saidéif Iôd 

thought of it,ò was his answer. 

My guess is that that assessment is true for most of 

the sermons we preachers hear and the majority of the 

articles we read. Itôs certainly true of what Iôm about to say 

here. 

The Bible is the manual for living the Christian life. 

It is essential to getting it right. The Scriptures keep us from 

having to emulate the previous generationôs version of 

Christianity, forcing us to veer farther and farther away 

from the Truth. 

In fact, there is a sense in which by reading and 

learning and obeying this Word, every person who puts 

faith in Jesus Christ can be a first century Christian. In that 

same sense, we are all second-generation believers, since 

we hold in our hands the testimony of the disciples and 

apostles who were there at the beginning. 

That being the case, it may well be that the greatest 

error we can make is to take so lightly this written Word of 

God. With many of us in the Lordôs work, we learn its 

history, know what a treasure it is, brag about it, place 

copies in the hands of outsiders and new believers, and call 

ourselves preachers of that Word. The only thing we donôt 

do is to give it the strategic role in our daily lives it 

deserves. 

Here are my top five suggestions on what we in the 

ministry should be doing with the Holy Word of God. 

 

1) Read It 

Christian workers should be looking at Godôs Word 

microscopically and telescopically. That is, we will want to 

study small portions in depth and, at the same time, take in 

large segments at one sitting. Reading through a book of the 

Bible at a single sitting, we see trends we would have 

missed otherwise, people who keep recurring, as well as 

words and phrases and themes that are not obvious to the 

casual, occasional drop-in visitor to the Scriptures. 

By a regular reading of the Word, God invades our 

minds, keeps us on track, refreshes our devotion, renews 

our faith, and constantly pumps new thoughts our way. 

Nothing helps the believer to keep growing like sitting at 

the Lordôs feetðor at the feet of the disciples as they speak 

of the Lordðand listening. 

 

2) Read It Publiclyéand Do It Well 

When Iôm in a congregation as a worshiper and the 

preacher approaches the pulpit to open Godôs Word, I 

expect him to show an intimate familiarity with what heôs 

about to share. If he falters over a word or stumbles over the 

wording of a phrase, Iôm disappointed. It shows he has not 

done his preparation. 

I once heard Jerry Falwell commenting on a 

basketball game in which Liberty University had beaten a 

visiting college team. What stunned him about the 

opponents, he said, was their sorry record ñat the line.ò 

When the referees awarded the team a free throw, the 

players had missed most of the shots. ñThereôs no excuse 

for that,ò Falwell said. ñAnd what it shows more than 

anything else is a lack of practice. Anyone can hit free 

throws with practice.ò 

For the man of God in the pulpit, the ñfree throwsò 

are the times he opens the Word and reads it to the 

congregation. And Iôm not referring to reading a verse here 

and a verse there. If heôs preaching a chapter of the Bible, 

let him read the entire chapter. After all, the Word is far 

more critical to the lives of his members than anything the 

preacher is about to say about it. 



Page 9 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 7, 4/12/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

These days, since congregations are using every 

version of the Scriptures imaginable and asking members to 

follow along while the minister reads can be confusing, I 

will often suggest that they sit back and listen as I read the 

text. That puts pressure on me to do it well and get it right. 

How do you read it well? In your office that week, 

you should have read that text out loud at least a dozen 

times or more. Get your tongue used to uttering those 

syllables in that order. Then, think deeply about what you 

are reading and choose words that should be emphasized. 

Speak clearly and slow downðway down. Most of us 

breeze through the reading as though we canôt wait to get 

finished. Slow downðthereôs much to be savored here. 

As a seminary student a long, long time ago, I sat in 

chapel one morning and heard Dr. Wilbur Swartz, a 

professor of speech, read from the first chapter of John's 

Gospel. It came alive for me that day. I honestly never 

knew Scripture could unfold in my heart just because the 

one reading was doing it so well. That day, the standard for 

my own public Bible reading was reset to Olympic heights. 

 

3) Memorize It 

The preacher walks to the pulpit to begin Sundayôs 

service. Now, this is just a personal thing with me, but I 

want him to say something inspiring and uplifting. Set the 

tone for everything weôre about to do this morning. 

What I do not want, what absolutely grates on my 

nerves and threatens to undo everything he says before he 

utters it, is for him to look out at the congregation and say 

something foolish or silly. I donôt even want a ñHowôs 

everybody doing this morning?ò 

If it was left to me, Iôd have every preacher stand at 

the pulpit and begin the service by reciting (not reading) a 

couple of verses of Scripture. This requires him to 

memorize them. 

Let him look out at the congregation and forcefully 

say something like, ñI will call upon the Lord, who is 

worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine 

enemiesé.The Lord liveth; and blessed be my Rock; and let 

the God of my salvation be exaltedò (you will recognize this 

as a couple of verses from Psalm 18, which also make up a 

popular worship chorus). 

The Bible is saturated with outstanding worship-

service-beginners, everything from ñThis is the day the 

Lord hath madeò (Psalm 118:24), to ñGod is Spirit and they 

who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truthò 

(John 4:24). 

How do you memorize? In two words: constant 

repetition. Itôs how we learn the words of hymns or pop 

tunes. Anyone can do it. Only the lazy preacher will refuse. 

 

4) Think about It  

ñIn His law doth he meditate day and night,ò said 

David in Psalm 1.  

In his provocative Eat This Book, Eugene Peterson 

suggests that believers should do with the Word as his dog 

once did with a bone. The mutt came out of the woods 

dragging a large bone he had found, perhaps from a moose. 

For days, he chewed and gnawed on that object until he had 

ingested every bit of it. 

Peterson uses the word ñworrying,ò which my 

mother would appreciate on the Alabama farm. You 

ñworryò at something until it breaks open and gives up its 

contents. 

As a young pastor and seminary student, I had a 

one hour drive back home after classes each afternoon. One 

day I decided I would read a verse of Scripture at a traffic 

light and then reflect on it for the rest of the trip. The Bible 

opened at Matthew 18:21-22, where Peter asks if he should 

forgive his brother seven times and Jesus said, ñUntil 

seventy times seven.ò 

I thought, ñWell, thereôs not much there. It seems to 

say what it means.ò Yet, because I had committed myself to 

think only about that text, I kept reflecting on it. Soon it hit 

me. If the Lord expects us to forgive an unlimited number 

of timesðand scholars agree that was His pointðsurely He 

is willing to forgive me to the same extent. 

I thought of all the times we come sheepishly to the 

Lord to confess the same sins we confessed the day before 

and the day before that. Soon we begin to think, ñThe Lord 

is disgusted with me. Heôs not going to forgive the same 

sins over and over again.ò As a result, we quit even 

mentioning those failures in our prayers. Itôs one reason we 

quit praying altogether, I expect. 

Reflecting on that text that day provided a needed 

correction for me. The forgiveness of the Lord is the gold 

standard of mercy. How blessed we are, and how 

generously we should pour out the same grace upon others. 

ñFreely you have received,ò Jesus said, ñfreely giveò 

(Matthew 10:8). 

 

5) Give It Away 

If ñfaith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word 

of God,ò and according to Romans 10:17, it does, then the 

best thing I can do for my inquiring friend is get him or her 

to read Scripture. If ñwe are born again not of corruptible 

seed...but of the living and abiding Word of Godò as 1 Peter 

1:23 declares, then we will want to give away Bibles and 

Scripture portions generously to the community at large. If 

we ñare clean through the Word,ò as Jesus said in John 

15:3, then we should do all in our power to help our church 

members stay in the Word. 

Pastors do well to get their churches to support the 

scripture distribution of the Gideons, a wonderful 

international ministry of dedicated laymen and their wives 

which is devoted to just this purpose. 

I suggest encouraging our members to bring in all 

those unused Bibles around the house so they can be given 
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to the community. Put a box in the foyer where they can be 

placed. Go through them and take out the Bibles missing 

covers and the ones published by cults. Then, slip into each 

Bible a leaflet on how to know Christ and an invitation 

from your church. Erect a sign in front of the church 

announcing ñFree Bibles, Saturday, 2-4 p.m.ò and watch 

what happens. 

If this is indeed Godôs Word as we claim, the best 

thing we can ever do is to read it and obey what we find 

there; the second best thing is to get everyone we know to 

do the same. 

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from 

New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at 

www.joemckeever.com. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Jewels from Past Giants 
 

The Marks of the Lord Jesus 

By J. D. Jones  

 
From The Gospel of Grace, a collection of sermons 

originally published in the early 20
th
 century. Edited 

slightly for modern spellings and flow. 

 

ñFrom henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear 

branded on my body the marks of Jesusò (Gal. 6:17). 

 Paul had endured his share of trouble. In the world, 

according to his Masterôs word, he had tribulation. Ever 

since he had entered the service of Christ, he had been 

familiar with pain and grief and shame. He gives in his 

second letter to the Corinthians an appalling list of the 

troubles that came upon him as the result of his devotion to 

Christ.  

But I do not think that any of these hardships that 

came upon him in the prosecution of his work as a Christian 

apostle really ñtroubledò Paul. When the enemies of Christ 

heaped obloquy and scorn and shame upon him, when they 

beat and scourged and stoned him, Paul never murmured, 

he rejoiced that he was counted worthy to suffer for the 

name. But there was one thing that ñtroubledò him, one 

thing that cut him to the quick, and that was that there 

should be some within the Church who repudiated his 

apostleship and denied that he was a minister of Christ at 

all.  

That was the ñtroubleò to which he alludes in our 

text. The Judaizers in Galatia had sought to overthrow 

Paulôs Gospel by assailing his authority as a teacher. They 

had drawn distinctions between him and the older apostles, 

and they had gone so far as to assert that he was not a real 

apostle at all. That had ñtroubledò him. That had wounded 

him. And here in our text, he gives his final answer to those 

who had cast doubts upon his apostolic authority and, in 

words that throb with a sense of wrong that he is called 

upon to prove his claim at all, says, ñFrom henceforth let no 

man trouble me: for I bear branded on my body the marks 

of Jesus.ò 

 

 

What Were These ñMarksò? 

             What were these marks of the Lord Jesus? The 

word used in the Greek is stigmata. This remains as our 

word ñstigmaò, which carries with it associations of shame 

and disgrace, and that is probably due to the special use to 

which the Greek word was put. Primarily, the word meant 

simply ñspotò or ñmarkò, but soon it came to stand specially 

for the marks that were cut or branded into a slaveôs body in 

order to identify him as his masterôs property. These marks 

proclaimed the fact of his servitude and, at the same time, 

indicated the master to whom he belonged. 

 Now Paul describes himself again and again as the 

ñbondservantò or ñslaveò of Jesus Christ. That is how he 

introduces himself in several of his letters. These Judaizers 

denied that he was a servant of Christ at all. Paulôs reply to 

them was, ñbut I bear the marks.ò The badges and signs of 

his servitude were ineffaceably stamped upon him. It was 

absurd and foolish to deny that Paul was in Christôs service. 

Christ had put his sign upon him. 

 ñI bear,ò he says proudly, ñbranded on my body the 

marks of Jesus.ò What then were these marks? The wording 

of the verse leaves us in no manner of doubt. They were the 

scars and wounds he had suffered in the Christian service. 

The Saul who set out for Damascus with authority from the 

chief priests was a young man in the full flush of vigor and 

prosperity and pride. The Paul who wrote this letter was an 

old and battered man. His years of Christian service had 

stamped him for life. Lystra had left its mark upon him, as 

had Philippi. His back and face were seamed with the scars 

of the stoning and the scourging.  

 And Paul reminds his Galatian converts of them 

and speaks of them proudly as the ñmarksò of the Lord 

Jesus. Just as the soldierôs wounds are glorious and 

honorable wounds because they tell of his courage and his 

devotion to his countryôs cause, so Paul points to the 

honorable scares he bore as proof of his fidelity to Christ. It 

was in the service of Christ he won them. The very wounds 

he bore gave the lie to all the insinuations and aspersions of 
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the Judaizers and proclaimed him to the world as the 

ñbondman of the Crucified.ò 

 But while it is true that the primary reference of our 

text is to the scars of the old and recent wounds which Paul 

had endured in the service of Christ, these were not the only 

ñmarks of Jesusò that Paul bore. After all, the true marks of 

Jesus are not outward but inward, not physical but spiritual. 

It was the Apostle Paul himself who said, ñIf any man hath 

not the spirit of Christ, he is none of Hisò (Rom. 8:9). And 

in Paulôs own case, the wounds he bore, while in some 

respects the most striking, were not the deepest and most 

convincing marks of Jesus. I find the final proof that Paul 

belonged to Christ in the region of his spiritual life. 

Our Lord said that the disciple must be as his 

Master. ñAs he is,ò says John, ñso are we in this worldò (1 

John 4:17). Between Christ and everyone who truly belongs 

to him, there is a kinship of the soul; there is an identity of 

character. Christ is reproduced in the Christian. Where there 

is not this identity of spirit, there is no real discipleship. 

Now the final and absolutely decisive proof that Paul 

belonged to Christ was that he had the Spirit of Christ and 

that Christ lived over again in him. It is to the marks of 

Jesus to be found in this likeness of spirit that I want to call 

your attention.  

 

Obedience 

 And the first mark of Jesus to which I wish to call 

your attention is Paulôs unhesitating and unfaltering 

obedience to the will of God. When I turn to the amazing 

story of the Gospels, and study the life, character, and 

conversation of our blessed Lord, the first feature in His 

character that impresses itself upon me is His devotion to 

the will of God. It was the dominating motive of his 

manhood. ñI am come down from heaven,ò He said, ñnot to 

do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent meò (John 

6:38).  

 It was the compelling reason of His death. Follow 

Him to the garden on the night on which He was betrayed, 

and listen to Him praying, ñIf it be possible, let this cup 

pass,ò and you will know that Christôs humanity shrank 

from the buffeting, scourging, spitting, and the cross. What 

nerved Him to face it all, what sent Him with unfaltering 

steps to the cross, was the knowledge that it was the 

Fatherôs will. ñNevertheless,ò He cried, ñnot as I will, but as 

Thou wiltò (Matt. 26:39). That was Christôs life from first to 

last, from birth to death, cradle to crossðit was a life of 

holy, unhesitating, utter obedience to the will of God. 

 Is there anything in the apostleôs life corresponding 

to this holy obedience of the life of Christ? Do we find this 

element of the Masterôs Sprit in the disciple? Yes we do. I 

find the apostle has upon his life this mark of Jesusðthe 

mark of a glad obedience to the will of God. ñWe make it 

our aim,ò says the disciple, ñwhether at home or absent, to 

be well-pleasing to Himò (2 Cor. 5: 9). To Paul, as to 

Christ, the pleasure of the Lord was the supreme and 

determining consideration. Is not ñto me to live is Christò 

(Phil. 1:21) equivalent to saying that it was Paulôs meat to 

the Fatherôs will and accomplish His world? ñI am ready,ò 

said Paul in face of all that awaited him at Jerusalem, ñnot 

to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name 

of the Lord Jesusò (Acts 21:13). 

 Is this not a case of ñlike Master, like servant?ò 

Christ marched to the cross because it was the will of God. 

Paul pressed on to Jerusalem, in spite of the appeals and 

entreaties of friends, because he was ñbound in the Spirit.ò 

The pleasure of God was the dominant and ruling motive in 

Paulôs life. He could say with David Livingstone, ñMy 

King, my life, my all, I dedicate my whole self to Thee.ò 

Paul had that mark of Jesus. 

 

The Passion for Souls 

 The second mark of Jesus which I want you to 

notice is Paulôs passion for souls. Again, when I come to 

the study of the Gospel story, that is an outstanding feature 

in the character of Christ that compels my attentionðHis 

measureless love for men. I have just been saying that the 

supreme motive in our Lordôs life was His unhesitating and 

utter obedience to the will of God. From another point of 

view, I can say that the constraining motive in Christôs life 

was love for men. In saying that the master motive in 

Christôs life was His love for men, I am not contradicting 

what I said a moment ago about His obedience to the will of 

God. His obedience and His love for men are two aspects of 

the same truth, for the will of God was the salvation of 

human souls. 

  But let us look at Christôs life from this standpoint 

for a moment. This was one of its marksða deep, strong, 

quenchless love for menða passion for souls. You 

remember how He described His mission and errand to 

earth? ñThe Son of Man is come to seek and to save that 

which was lostò (Luke 19:10). From beginning to end, that 

was Christôs business. To it He devoted Himself with 

tireless and unquenchable ardor.  

He braved suspicion and scorn and obloquy that He 

might seek and save. He broke through all conventions and 

spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well that He might 

seek and save. He exposed Himself to misunderstanding 

and slander for allowing the woman who was a sinner to 

kiss His feet in Simonôs house that He might seek and save. 

He set at defiance the respectable religious folk of His day 

by going to dine with ñpublicans and sinnersò that he might 

seek and save. He sacrificed ease, comfort, and reputation. 

He consented to be called a gluttonous man and a wine-

bibber. He stooped to the very cross in order that He might 

seek and save. 

 Do we find this characteristic reproduced in the 

spirit of the disciple? Do we find in Paul this burning 

passion for souls? Yes, we do. I glance through the record 
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in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, I turn over the 

leaves of these letters which have come to us from Paulôs 

own hand, and I see that the apostle has this mark upon 

him. ñI am become all things to all men that I may by all 

means save someò (1 Cor. 9:22), says the disciple. Is not 

that a case of the disciple being as his Lord?  

 And this with the apostle was not mere fine talk. 

The master passion of his life was this passion for souls. 

Did Jesus become the despised and rejected of men because 

of His love for the lost? So did the servant become ñthe filth 

of the world and the off-scouring of all thingsò (1 Cor. 

4:13). Did Jesus face hate and persecution because of this 

holy passion? So did the servant. Did Jesusô compassions 

run out to the furthest bounds of the earth, for those ñother 

sheepò which were not of the Jewish fold? So did the 

apostle. Like David Brainerd he grasped for ñmultitudes of 

souls,ò laying down cheerfully upon this altar reputation, 

comfort, home, liberty, and life itself. 

 

Self-Sacrifice 

 The third mark of Jesus to which I wish to call your 

attention is the apostleôs self-sacrifice. Again when I turn to 

the picture of our Lordôs life, I find that His story 

culminates in the cross. The ñshadow of the crossò is upon 

it from first to last; it is to the cross it leads; it is in the cross 

it finds its reason and explanation. Now, in a certain aspect 

of it, the cross of Christ is unshared and unshareable. As a 

sacrifice for human sin, it stands alone and solitary. And yet 

there are certain ways in which we not only may but must 

share in the cross of Christ. The cross stands for the 

sacrifice of self, and further stands for our Lordôs 

identification of Himself with human sin. He the sinless 

One took the burden and shame of the sin of His brothers 

and sisters upon His own heart and felt it as His won. In 

these respects, we must enter into the fellowship of Christôs 

sufferings. 

 Is there any of the spirit of Christôs great sacrifice 

to be found in the character of the apostle? You cannot 

glance even superficially through Paulôs epistle without 

seeing that he bears this mark of Jesus. Take first the cross 

of self-sacrifice. The cross was the utter surrender of 

Christôs own will. Paul said, ñI am crucified with Christò 

(Gal. 2:20) Life for the servant as for the Master meant self-

sacrifice. What things were gain to him, these he counted 

loss for Christ.  

 Of the cross as the taking upon oneôs own heart the 

sin and woe of the world, Paul talks about, ñfilling up that 

which is behind the afflictions of Christò (Col. 1:24). We 

read that Paul was pained as he beheld Athens, a city full of 

idols, burdened by its sin (Acts 17:16). He did not walk 

through the world a callous and heedless spectator. The 

shame of human sin lay like a load upon his heart. Again, 

without doubt, Paul had this mark of Jesusðhe bore the 

cross. 

Have We These Marks? 

 There are other marks of Jesus which might be 

mentioned, but let these suffice. In our passage through life, 

we may not have to suffer blows and wounds in the service 

of Christ and so to have our bodies seamed with scars as 

Paul had. But after all, the real marks of Jesus are these 

inward and spiritual marks on life and character. Have we 

these marks?  

There is a tendency, even in these days, to think 

Christôs marks are external and mechanical. We think 

sometimes that the mark of a Christian is that he observes 

the Sabbath and attends church services and belongs to 

some ecclesiastical organization. I do not disparage the 

Sabbath and church attendance and membership, but these 

external things are not the real marks of Jesus. Did not 

Jesus Himself say that a man may have all manner of 

Church guarantees and certificates and be none of His? Did 

He not say, ñMany will come to Me in that day and will say, 

óLord, Lord, did we not prophesy by Thy name and by Thy 

name cast out devils, and by Thy name do many mighty 

works?ô And then will I profess to them, óI never knew you, 

depart from Me, ye that work iniquityò (Matt. 7:22-23). 

No, it is not the crucifix on the watch chain, or the 

S.A. on the collar, or the name on the church roll that 

constitute the marks of Jesus. The marks are inward and 

spiritual. They are certain features of character, and 

especially obedience, love, and sacrifice. Indeed, our Lord 

Himself emphasized and underlined these things as being, 

par excellence, the marks of His servants. I ask again, have 

we got these marks? Is our life characterized by an utter 

obedience to God, a great passion for souls, a remorseless 

sacrifice of self?  

Have we the marks that single us out as His? Does 

the world recognize Christôs marks on us? Life always 

leaves its mark. The life of greed leaves its mark; the live of 

frivolous self-pleasing leaves its mark; the life of sin leaves 

its mark. And the life of Christian service leaves its mark. 

ñThey took knowledge of them that they had been with 

Jesusò (Acts 4:13). The world, in their courage and 

devotion and self-sacrifice, saw the marks of Jesus. 

More important still, does Jesus see the marks? 

ñThe Lord knoweth them that are Hisò (2 Tim. 2:19). How? 

By the marks. We read how, in the last great day, there will 

be a division and a discrimination. The Great Shepherd will 

then gather and fold His sheep, and that is how He will 

know themðby the marks. Shall we then be amongst the 

sheep on the right hand? It all comes back to this: do we 

bear branded upon us the marks of Jesusðthe infallible 

signs and tokens of His service? Do we possess that spirit of 

obedience to God, love to men, and utter self-sacrifice 

which a real surrender of ourselves to Jesus Christ always 

produces? ñFor if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he 

is none of His.ò 
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J. D. Jones (1865-1942) was a Welsh preacher renowned as 

much for his adherence to Scripture as for his tremendous 

speaking ability. The bulk of his ministry was spent in two 

churches, Newland Church in Lincoln, England, and 

Richmond Hill in Bournemouth, England, but he also wrote 

widely.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Marks of the Masterðby the Old Scot 
 

The ñLemming Yearsò 
 

Most of the time, the Norway lemming is one of the 

most ordinary creatures you could imagine. It is only when 

his generation sets its mind on moving that the lemming 

ceases to be ordinary. 

 Norway lemmings are shy little rodents which 

inhabit the waste places of northern Scandinavia. They like 

to feed upon roots, shoots, ends of twigs, or grassð

whatever vegetation is at hand. They raise their families in 

the summer time, and try their best to avoid predators, like 

all small animals. 

 As long as things go on like this, the normal 

routines of life and occasional violent death occupy their 

colonies in the arctic meadows. But about every fourth year, 

unusual things begin to happen and build to a climax that 

ends in the mass destruction of many thousands of 

lemmings. 

 The onset of what are called ñlemming yearsò is 

first signaled by a major change in breeding patterns. 

Instead of two annual litters of about 5 each, female 

lemmings produce four litters of 6 to 8 each. 

 This nearly triples the population in a very short 

time, without any corresponding increase in available food. 

By fall the lemmings are no longer shy, as they are driven 

by hunger to gather food where and whenever they can find 

it. 

 Eventually, something tells the lemmings that it is 

time to migrate. In Scandinavia the mass movements 

always start from one of five regions, and follow old paths 

to the same goals. In the far north of Norway, for example, 

the goal appears always to be either the Lofoten Island to 

the northwest, or the Gulf of Bothnia to the southeast. 

 Once begun, a strange ñmigration fixationò comes 

over the scurrying horde. Though scarcity of food triggered 

the migration, after the flood of lemmings has reached 

ample food supplies in the lower valleys they will not turn 

aside nor slow the march in order to fill their stomachs. 

 Nor do they allow obstacles to turn them from their 

appointed course. Even though they are not good 

swimmers, the leading animals plunge recklessly into swift 

rivers, urged on by ceaseless pressure from the following 

ranks. Thousands perish in such crossings, but the rest push 

on heedlessly. 

 Indeed, nothing stops the lemmingsô advance, as 

long as there are lemmings left, until they reach the sea. 

And when that happens, the remnant of the horde keeps 

right on marching into the fatal waters. Rarely are there 

more than a few survivors. 

 Back on their home grounds, the lemming 

population is gradually built up again by the few who did 

not migrate. Lemmings will be scarce for a year or two, but 

after another four years there is usually once again a 

population explosion, and the cycle is repeated. 

 There are puzzling aspects to this periodic pattern 

of self-destruction. We noted, for example, that the 

condition is largely brought about by a sudden increase in 

the number of young produced. Thus, the migrations are not 

simply a unique method of handling a problem of surplus 

numbers. If lemmings had ñevolvedò this solution, they 

would have been better served had they omitted the spurt in 

breeding during ñlemming years.ò It makes no evolutionary 

sense. 

 The fact is that no one knows what causes the 

periodic massive jump in numbers, nor why they behave so 

strangely while on the march. They respond to orders that 

we can neither detect nor comprehend, and which seem in 

some ways to be harmful rather than helpful to the species. 

Nevertheless, the system works: the overall population of 

lemmings (and the consequent numbers of predators) 

remains in harmony with their environment. 

 It should be sufficient for us that someone 

understands and has the situation well in hand. We can rest 

assured that the One who created lemmings and established 

the pattern for their generations is well able to see to their 

needsðand to ours also. God Himself tells us in the Bible 

that ñMy thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 

my ways, saith the LORD; for as the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughtsò (Is. 55:8-9).  

 The Bible also assures us that this God, 

whose thoughts and deeds are incalculably beyond us, is 

also the Preserver and the Rock of Refuge for His children 

in time of trouble. How comforting this is! How wonderful 

to know that when we reach the limits of our understanding, 

of our strength, or of our resources, Godôs power to help is 

yet unlimited.  

Let us draw near with our hearts to this God of all! 

 

The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon, with 

his wife Marga.
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel 
 

The Ripple Effect of Child Sponsorship 

By Dean Houser 
 

This column highlights the ministries of Discipleôs 

parent organization, Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel 

(AMG) International, a non-denominational missions 

agency.  

If  you are considering sponsoring a child or 

participating in a short-term mission trip, I encourage you 

to follow through and do it. One of the most rewarding 

investments you can make is in the life of another person. 

Once you become a child sponsor or go on a short-term 

mission trip, you will never be the same again. 

 

Impact on the child 

My family sponsors Eva, a 13-year-old girl at 

Camp El Har, AMGôs home for AIDS orphans in the 

central African country of Uganda. Eva is the youngest of 

seven children. Her father died and her mother could not 

care for her large family. She abandoned all her children 

except for Eva. In time a boyfriend moved in with Eva and 

her mother and they began selling alcohol. AMG workers 

became concerned for Evaôs well being, and were able to 

obtain custody and place Eva at Camp El Har. She arrived 

at Camp El Har in February, 2006, malnourished, behind 

academically, and able to speak little English.  

In August, 2006, I traveled to Uganda with a short-

term mission team and met Eva. I was able to see how the 

AMG sponsorship program was giving Eva a better future 

through nutritious meals, education, medical care, and 

teaching her about the love of Christ. It was evident that the 

care and nurturing of a good home environment was greatly 

contributing to her physical, spiritual, emotional, and 

educational growth and development. Within six months 

she was catching up on her studies, was learning to speak 

English, was in better health, and had turned her life over to 

the Lord. I returned home with mixed emotions and a 

burden for Eva, her mother, and their situation. I was to 

discover that this was the beginning of a much bigger plan 

that God had for our sponsorship. 

Back home I shared Evaôs story with my wife 

Karen and daughter Alyson. Karen especially felt a burden 

to help Evaôs mother. We prayed that God would work in 

both her and Evaôs lives. We also spoke with AMG about 

Eva and her mother, and asked if there could be a way to 

help Evaôs mother.  

 

Impact on family 

In May, 2007, AMG told us that Evaôs mother 

wanted to start a retail business. We forwarded funds to 

AMG, and within a few weeks Evaôs mother was in 

business. 

In August, 2007, God made it possible for Karen, 

Alyson, and myself to visit Uganda on a short term mission 

team. Karen and Alyson met Eva at Camp El-Har and saw 

how the AMG sponsorship program had been caring for 

her. But we were also anxious to meet the woman we knew 

only as Evaôs mother. We really wanted to see and hear 

about her new business. 

Who we met was a very excited woman by the 

name of Teddy. She showed us the rice, beans, flour, sugar, 

produce, and other food items she had for sale. She eagerly 

told us about her business and how it had steadily grown in 

just a few months. 

Teddy shared that she was forced from home at a 

very young age. After having children of her own and then 

trying to raise them alone she felt hopeless. She left the 

children in hopes that they might find a better life on their 

own. She started the alcohol business with her boyfriend 

because it was the only life she had ever known, and the 

only one she thought she could have.  

After visiting Eva at Camp El Har, Teddy saw what 

a difference the AMG sponsorship program was having on 

her. Teddy began to realize that she, too, could have a better 

life. She contacted AMG to ask for help in turning her life 

around. 

Karen shared her testimony with Teddy, telling her 

how much God loved her and that she, too, could 

experience a new life by asking God into her heart. Teddy 

replied, ñAfter seeing all that He has done for me and Eva, 

how can I say no?ò Teddy then asked Karen to pray with 

her as she accepted Christ into her life. It truly was a 

blessed moment. 

 

Impact on community 

We believe that God has a plan for Teddy and Eva 

that will also impact their communities. We are praying that 

what God has done in their lives will be a testimony for all 

to see. Eva is becoming a leader in her school, church, and 

of course, at Camp El Har. We pray that Teddyôs walk with 

the Lord will be strengthened and that she will become a 

beacon in a community that is not necessarily friendly 

toward the Gospel. She has the potential to witness to many 

people about Godôs grace. 

 

Impact on the sponsors 
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Five years ago, I never dreamed that God would 

open up so much to us from one AMG child sponsorship. A 

child sponsorship and short-term mission trips have allowed 

us to make very rewarding connections with people in small 

villages in Uganda, their churches, pastors, leaders and 

projects. My family agrees that a piece of our hearts 

remains in Uganda. Weôve been back again and again, and 

canôt wait to return to work and minister there again.  

These are just some of the impacts that a child 

sponsorship can have. The ripple effect of a child 

sponsorship can reach out in many ways!  

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, January 2008. 

 

Dean Houser is a corrections officer from Sinclairville, 

New York. Dean and his family have participated in 

numerous trips to Uganda through AMG International. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Reviews 

 
Thieves in the Temple: The Christian Church and the 

Selling of the American Soul, G. Jeffrey MacDonald, 

2010, Basic Books, New York, ISBN 9780465009329, 240 

pages, $24.95, hardcover. 

 

 I am always wary of books that arrive on my desk 

from secular publishing houses. More often than not, the 

titles they want us to review are ñChristianò in name only, 

using the religious angle as a veneer for social and political 

issues. Such books are, at best, useless and, at worst, 

deliberately destabilizing to the faith. Every once in a while, 

however, something worthwhile slips through. 

 Thieves in the Temple is the most recent such gem. 

With measured candor, MacDonald (a freelance journalist 

and United Church of Christ clergyman) addresses the 

decline of moral and spiritual authority in todayôs American 

Church, tracing it to the Churchôs embrace of the wider 

cultureôs creeds of consumerism, individualism, 

victimhood, and passivity. 

 MacDonald examines and deconstructs the 

consumer culture of the Church and exposes it for the pile 

of dry bones it is. He reminds pastors of their responsibility, 

not to be ñrelevantò or accommodating, but to be 

challenging to churchgoers. Christian leaders, he says, 

should be leading, not entertaining or offering therapy. 

Appealing to Christôs thoroughly counter-cultural ministry, 

he urges readers not to conform to the world (or even to be 

only superficially ñdifferentò), but to be sacrificial, 

disciplined, and committed to a higher road where self is 

denied more often than indulged. MacDonald openly 

wonders what will become of the Church in this country 

when the consumerist juggernaut finally grinds to a halt 

leaving a bankrupt shell of belief in its wake. 

 The book is not without some significant flaws. 

MacDonaldôs reasoning at times seems to indicate that he 

doesnôt fully understand who Jesus is (i.e., we know Him to 

be far more than simply a radical teacher). Other times, his 

wording and choice of examples exposes a politically 

liberal undercurrent to his views, and he over-generalizes 

the very diverse array of church traditions within 

evangelical Protestantism. He tends to describe developing 

and maintaining a moral fiber in society as the primary 

function of the Church rather than as side effects of its 

fundamentally spiritual reality, and his solutions to the 

problems he describes depend more on human effort than 

divine intervention. 

 Still, Thieves hits close enough to the mark that, as 

I was reading, the Lord moved me to put it aside and repent 

of the myriad ways I exalt my own comfort over His glory 

each day. I suppose in that sense, the strongest critique I 

could offer of this book is that it had to come from the 

mainstream. It is to our shame that Christian publishers 

(who, unfortunately, can be near the heart of the problems 

MacDonald engages) have not found a book like this worth 

printing. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: All/Pastors 

Type: Church culture 

Take: Recommended (with cautions) 

 

 

The Unquenchable Flame: Discovering the Heart of the 

Reformation, Michael Reeves, 2010, B & H Publishing, 

Nashville, Tenn., ISBN 9781433669316, 207 pages, 

$14.99, softcover. 

 

 ñI did nothing. The Word did everythingò ï Martin 

Luther.  

The Unquenchable Flame is undoubtedly a book 

for every Christianôs library. Although he is not necessarily 

breaking new ground, Michael Reeves has written a 

captivating primer on the history surrounding the Protestant 

Reformation of the 16
th
 century. Its appeal lies in the 

storytellingðit reads like an engaging storybook, yet is not 

demeaning to seasoned historians. In fact, its presentation 

makes the reader who is familiar with some of the 

Reformers want to revisit Church history in even more 

detail.  

Reevesô approach takes us into the minds of Luther 

and other important figures of the time and follows them 

through their various theological transformations while 

reporting on their followers and also the fierce opposition 
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from power-hungry church hierarchies. He doesnôt leave 

the discussion on purely historical plane, however, delving 

into the crucial theological issues at the core of the 

Reformation. He points out that the whole movement 

centered on the doctrine of justification by faith aloneðthe 

Reformers challenged a Roman Catholic Church which 

(and does still officially) held up manôs need for good 

works to complete Godôs work of salvation in the face of 

Scriptureôs teaching that Christôs sacrifice alone makes us 

worthy. 

These men who Reeves details were not your 

typical Christians; they were radicals (despite the fact that 

many of them would probably not claim such a label, 

saying rather that they were simply being true to Godôs 

Word), and this book clearly shows how their lives 

irrevocably changed the course of the Church and history as 

a whole.  

The book is beautifully accessible, especially to 

those who have little or no knowledge of Luther, Zwingli, 

Calvin or the Reformation. This would make an excellent 

resource for high school students or anyone who is seeking 

to better understand the foundation of Reformation 

theology. The Unquenchable Flame captures the heart of 

these Reformers whose passion was for teaching Godôs 

Truth. This, they believed, would lead to God revealing to 

His people the unbiblical attitudes and practices found 

amongst them. Through this history, Reeves teaches a 

powerful lesson on how God can change hearts and action 

in obedience will follow and makes a good effort to pass the 

torch of Godôs truth to the next generation. 

 

Rachel Lonas 

 

Target: All  

Type: Church History 

Take: Highly Recommended 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon HelpsðFrom SermonHall.com 
 

Sermon Outline 

Leaving, Leaning, Living, Looking 

1 Thessalonians 1 

 
Intro: It is in this chapter that St. Paul expresses his 

gratitude to God for the faith, hope, and love of the 

Christians at Thessalonica. 

I. The Evidence of Their Faith (1 Thess. 1:3, 9)  

A. It was the right faith (Eph. 2:8, 9).  

B. It was receptive faith (1 Thess. 1:6; 2:13).  

C. It was a responsive faith (1 Thess. 1:9).  

II. The Expression of Their Love (1 Thess. 1:3, 9)  

A. Their service to God was prompted by love.  

B. The furnished dynamic: ñthe love of Christò (2   

     Cor. 5:1; Rom. 5:5).  

C. The faithful declaration (1 Thess. 1:8).  

D. The fruitful demonstration (1 Thess. 1:6, 7).  

III. The Expectancy of Their Hope. (1 Thess. 1:3, 10) 

A. Their hope was built on a miraculous provision:  

    ñThe resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.ò 

B. Their hope was based on a mighty preservation:  

    ñDelivers us from the wrath to come.ò  

C. Their hope was blessed with a marvelous  

      prospect: ñThe promise of the return of our   

     Lord Jesus Christò (1 Thess. 4:13-18; Titus  

    2:11-13).  

Conclusion: Let us be faithful to the will of God, the work 

of God, and the Word of God. 

Ernest C. Ferguson 

 

Illustration s 

ObedienceðThe Gateway to Knowledge 

Romans 12:3 

 
It is difficult to tell which is more important, the 

proclamation of the grace of God or submission to the Lord 

Jesus Christ, since the two are so interrelated.  

Anne Sullivan, who tutored young Helen Keller, 

who was deaf, blind, and unable to speak, said, ñI saw 

clearly that it was useless to try to teach her language or 

anything else until she learned to obey me. I have thought 

about it a great deal, and the more I think, the more certain I 

am that obedience is the gateway through which 

knowledge, yes, and love, too, enter the mind of a child.ò 

Anonymous 

 

Worshipping the Preacher 
Acts 17:20-21 

 
Henry Ward Beecher, the famous pulpit orator, 

once had to be absent and his brother was invited to speak 

for him. The church house was crowded, but when it 

became evident the eloquent Henry Beecher was not going 

to appear, many started to leave. Beecherôs brother was not 

disturbed. He stood up before the murmuring crowd, called 

for silence and said, ñAll who came this morning to worship 

Henry W. Beecher may now leave. The rest will remain and 

worship God.ò  

What are we doing in our assemblies? Some, like 

the Athenians, come only to hear the preacher say 
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ñsomethingò (Acts 17:20, 21). ñIs it relevant?ò ñIs it 

positive?ò Are mental guidelines used in judging sermons? 

Some attend to judge the singing, the prayers, or the 

friendliness of the congregation. These go away with a host 

of criticisms, perhaps, or even pride, but worship has been 

forgotten.  

Why do we gather for worship? Some come to ñget 

it over with for a weekò; to get their tickets validated once 

more. But those who come because they need strength in 

carrying their crosses know the value of true worship. 

Worship has nothing to do with the song leader or 

the talent of the preacher. It has to do with you and your 

God. Let people do what they will to please themselves. 

ñThe rest will remain and worship God.ò 

Anonymous 
 

Bulletin Inserts 

On Christian Behavior 
 

Right is right if nobody does it and wrong is wrong even if 

everybody does it.  

 

Mature believers should use their strength to undergird, not 

overpower.  
 

When you invite trouble, it is usually quick to accept.  

 

Men who pray much, bray little.  

 

Be patient with the faults of others: after all, they have to be 

patient with yours.  
 

Learn to pause or nothing worthwhile can catch up with you 

These six via The Old Union Reminder 

 

The thing which makes a church or assembly to be 

noteworthy and exemplary is its focus upon eternity.  

Dan Powers 

 

Neither shame nor be ashamed of the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

There lives no saint without a past or sinner who canôt have 

a future.  

These two from R. Whitson Seaman 

 

If your Christianity isnôt contagious, it may be 

contaminated.  

Chester H. Johnson 

 

Christianity is not a system of doctrine, but a new creature.  

John Newton 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

News Updateð4/12/10 

 
Pakistani Christians Call for Repeal of Blasphemy 

Laws 
Assist News Service reports that a Pakistani 

Christian rights group is again calling for the repeal of 

Pakistanôs blasphemy laws. 

Riaz Anjum Masih, Chairman of the Pakistan 

Christian Movement (PCM), has urged Pakistani Christians 

to launch a united effort for scrapping of all discriminatory 

laws against minorities. He also called for repeal of those 

sections of the constitution which allegedly discriminate 

against religious minorities.  

ñAlthough the constitution of Pakistan is 

unanimously agreed-upon, the Christians and other 

religious minorities have some reservations about it,ò said 

Masih. Masih alleged that only Muslims can attain high 

posts in government currently, while Christians are 

underrepresented in the national assembly.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

U.S. Fertility  Rate Drops below Replacement Level 

U.S. births dropped 2% in 2008, bringing the 

countryôs fertility  rate below replacement level, new 

government statistics released Tuesday reveal. 

The U.S. National Vital Statistics Report showed 

that the U.S. birth rate dropped in 2008 to 2.08 births per 

woman, below the 2.1 level needed to replace the 

population. The report indicates that the birth rate had 

surpassed replacement level for 2006 and 2007, after having 

been below replacement since 1972. 

The drop in 2008 follows a period of growth, with 

fertility in 2007 reaching its highest point in two decades.  

The country saw 4.2 million births, down from 4.3 million 

the year before. 

The decline included a 2% drop in births among 

teenage girls, which had been on the rise the two previous 

years, with 41.5 births per 1,000 teens aged 15 to 19. The 

birth rate for women in their twenties, the main 

childbearing years, fell 2 to 3 percent, but the rate for 

women aged 40-44 increased 4% to 9.9 births per 1,000 

women, the highest since 1967. 

While the reasons for the decline are unclear, the 

Washington Post suggests that the drop is linked to the 

economic recession. They cite a study from the Pew 

Research Center indicating that the birthrate fell more in 

states that were more heavily affected by the recession, and 

vice versa. They also pointed out an October Pew survey 
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that found 14% of Americans aged 18 to 34 and 8% aged 

35 to 44 had chosen to postpone birth due to the recession. 

LifeSiteNews 

 

Radical Iran Growing More Christian  
Mission News Network reports that Christianity is 

growing in Iran, even as the government's agenda grows 

more radical.  

ñThere has been a continual movement not to back 

down and to continue moving forward with their Islamic 

agenda,ò evangelist Sammy Tippit said of the government. 

ñThe church has continued to grow, although it has become 

much more difficult for the church. We continue this year to 

receive reports of people who are being arrested.ò 

 Some Christians have been released, but that does 

not point to increased freedom, he said. ñIt seems to me that 

everything is moving toward some kind of boiling point.ò 

Even with this kind of persecution, however, Tippit 

believes ñthereôs no place in all of the Middle East that is as 

receptive to the Gospel as Iran.ò 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Ex-Muslim Teen Seeks U.S. Refuge to Avoid 

Deportation 

The Washington Times reports that Rifqa Bary, 

who fled her Muslim parentsô home in Ohio last year after 

her conversion to Christianity, remains in fear of 

deportation.  

Her attorney told a judge Monday that the 17-year-

old is being blocked by her Muslim parents from fighting 

the possibility of deportation. Rifqa has been in foster care 

for months, but is an illegal immigrant, along with her 

family, from Sri Lanka. She maintains her fear of harm if 

she is forced to return to the Muslim state.  

Her attorney has asked for a special order that 

would allow Rifqa to apply for special immigration status 

without her parentsô consent. Franklin County Juvenile 

Court Judge Elizabeth Gill will hold a hearing on the matter 

next month. Rifqa and her parents are undergoing 

individual counseling with the goal of reconciliation, but 

they will not meet in person for some time.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Personhood Amendment Qualified for Miss. Ballot 

Personhood Mississippi has enough certified voter 

signatures to ensure a spot on the November 2011 ballot, 

according to Mississippi Secretary of State Delbert 

Hosemann.  

Personhood Mississippi, a client of Liberty 

Counsel, worked to gather 130,000 signatures for the 

89,285 needed to place the amendment on the ballot.  

The amendment reads, ñThe term ópersonô or 

ópersonsô shall include every human being from the 

moment of fertilization, cloning or the functional equivalent 

thereof.ò 

ñMedical science unequivocally establishes the 

personhood of the child from conception. From the moment 

of fertilization, the unborn child is genetically unique,ò 

stated Liberty Council in a press release announcing the 

ballot authorization. ñBut under Roe v. Wade, they still do 

not have the right to life, even up to the moment of birth.ò 

In order to point out the similarities between 

prenatal and postnatal children, Personhood Mississippi is 

now focusing their grassroots efforts on educating the 

public to the realities of fetal development and abortion.  

ñThe legal hurdles erected by the legislature and the 

Attorney General have been enormous, yet the people of the 

great state of Mississippi have overcome them all and given 

voice to the voiceless,ò said Steve Crampton, Vice 

President of Legal Affairs and General Counsel of Liberty 

Counsel. ñWe look forward to a historic victory for the 

unborn and stand ready to defend this amendment against 

all those who would seek to undermine the fundamental 

right to life for the most innocent among us.ò  

LifeSiteNews 

 

Scotland: Street Preacher Fined for Calling 

Homosexuality a Sin 
Christian Today reports that an American street 

preacher faces a £1,000 fine for allegedly stating that 

homosexuals ñdeserve the wrath of God.ò  

Shawn Holes, 47, was preaching in Glasgow 

city centre on March 18 when a gay couple asked him 

a question about homosexuality. He was later charged 

with disturbing the peace and slapped with the fine. 

Holes plead guilty to the charge because he wanted to 

get back to the U.S., where his father is in hospice. 

According to Christian Today, the case has 

disturbed even gay rights advocates like Peter Tatchell, 

who called the fine ñdisproportionateò. Holesô lawyer, 

Tony Kelly of the Christian Institute, had advised 

Holes to challenge the charge. ñThis case raises 

important issues about the interface between the 

criminal law in Scotland, freedom of speech and 

religious freedom,ò Kelly said. 
Religion Today Summaries 
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