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AnO, Magnify the Lord with Meo
By Tim Schoap

Psal m 3 4l wibldegsithe koyd atrall times; First, Scripture so often commands worship
His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul will because worship is something God seeks. Jesus made that
make its boast in the Lord; the humble willhearitand c¢ | e ar i n anlhouhiscoming2aBdow i, when
rejoice. O magnify theord with me, And let us exalt His the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and
name togethér ( Ps3). 34: 1 truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His

Think about the three words that begin verse 3: worshipers 0
fiMagnifytheLord 6 How i n t he wor | d cEhereisveetrutptbeseshatlslegsy far as to miss: the
that? How can we weak, insignificant creatures, who  almighty Creator of the universe, who sustains all life and
struggle just to make it through ayd possibly make the  being byHis power, who is utterly blessed, infinitely
almighty, infinite God of the universe bigger thda beyond the understanding ldfs creation, seeks worship
already is? Well, the ansfweHisdadrestion. Tharé shibe aditherexciamation a b s «
terms, but we can in our own hearts and our own minds. point going off in your head right now at this awesome

Too often, in my heart, in my mind, | am big and truth!
God is small. Mypersonal problems, my love of sin, and But by the very fact of whbleis: the Creator,
my distracted mind take my eyes offtdiim and put them  Sustainer, Infinite, BlesseHie is infinitely worthy of
squarely on me. And so David tells me here to take my eyesship, and so itisrightfddimt o seek it . Th
off of self and put them where they belong, to magnify Gedmnd reason worship is so often commanded in Scripture.
to exaltHim, to lift Him up, because, ds goes on to say in Finally, worship is often commanded in Scripture
the rest of this marvelous Psalm, ks delivered me from because it brings Him pleasure. God tells the returned
my fearsHehas heard my cry,atdeh as s awWed Emé ) e8 t o rebuil d Gdhdupintdthenp | e
taste and see that the Lord is good; How blessed is the masuntains and bring down timber ahdild the house, so
who takes refuge inHim! ( Ps. 34: 8) . that | may take pleasure in it and be honored, says the

Psalm 34 is all aboutavship, and worship is a LORD. 6 He doesndt take pleasu
topic every Christian needs to understand, because biblitalilding; He takes pleasure in the act of worship of building
worship is incredibly important, perhaps even infinitely sat, and in the acts of worship that will take place there.
| have no new apologetic to offer on worship, just a clear Somefour dozen times in Scripture the offerings of
sense of the most important apologetic, the biblit@ndate t he T e mp | e pleasing arcnal It ®d Ga dfi G
to worship and what it means to us as Christians today. takes pleasure in worship, so we worship God beddase

Worship is incredibly important. It must be, worthy of it, becauskle seeks it, and becaubke takes
because it is commanded times without number in the pleasure in it. Clearly, to say waip is important is an
Scriptures. We just saw owuonderstateraentpl e in Psalm 34. Her e

anot her, fr WorshipbhedorarwitR : 11, A  Andyet, were | to ask half a dozen Christians to
reverence and rejoice with tremblingd A n d a n o ddiire worship, $ mightrget half a dozen different answers.
9 5 : @®ome, k&gt us worship and bow down, let us kneel Some might say worship is feeling love and devotion
before the Lord our Maker 0 toward God. Others might say that worship is theisong

We could go on and on and on because the before the sermon. Still others might dismiss everything
command to worship the Lord, along with its cognates: before the sermon as mere preliminaries and say the sermon
magnify, praise, exalt, bow, etc., is the most repeated itself is the worship. Many might say that worship is the
command in Scripture. Why is worship commanded so 11:00 Sunday morning service.
many times? In Scripture, two groups of words are translated

fiwor shi p. 0 f abadand Greahdireu meab r e v
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ito serve, 0 and refer t o 14h Because ofkvhodsbd ig, ihiseappoopriate that we should t
Tabernacle and Temple. As they offered sacrificesto  dvorship at his footstodl Psal m 99: 5) . 6 0
Yahweh they were servirtdim, a formal rite of worship Old Testament worship was linked to the formal
before God. service of the Temple. That dynamic is transformed in the
That 6s wysye dPeptiests. Wisea we tallNew Testament so that worship is no longer fixed in a
about the priesthood of the believer, we usually mean thelace, it is fixed in a person, the Lord Jesus Christrd’ he
bl essed truth that we donérenomaeeTempse priegs]riow weare alltpliests weaalh d
between us and God. But Peter has a different priestly offer spiritual sacrifice, we all proclaim his excellencies.
function i n miYoudouisalveslikebigt er 2An%, b@cause thatods true,
stones are being built up as a spiritual house,tobeaholwor shi p i n the broadest poss
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God12:1 is all aboutii | rgewou therefore, brethren, by the
through Jesus Christ 0 mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
Like the priests of old offered burnt offerings and sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service
sacrifices of grain and drink, we too are to offer up of worship 0
scrifices acceptabl e SpiritualGo d, Wemdrship asiving dadrifices when wedive so i
sacrifice® refers to all our s ¢atualiwe d@o brings GGdogkbry. We wetiip as liviegr e i s
particular kind of serviceathiti dwesrwhéepowefobayr €6 éiq
That 6s the second gr oup o anothepup,dosmake disciples)taldve ahe amatherr VEeh i p
Scripture. The Helew shachah and Greelproskun®@mean worship as living sacrifices when we live out 1 Corinthians
to fibow down, 0 or ibend t he: &d4 whethied yol dataot drini, lorywhatevea iou da,c t
to mean giving homage to someone, recognizing their  do all to the gbry of God 0
worth. In fact, our Engl i sh Wesustas madethas gossipl@thradghonestor- f r o 1
idea of ascribing worwolh allsacrdice ofdimsel@dr aur sis) igebrevss h3:1&%,a s i
ship, 06 shortened t o wor s hiiThrough himthen let us continually offer up a sacrifice of
We use the word loosely when we say someone praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his
worships money, or status, or power. But in our relationshgame 60 H @nPContinually.
with God, we elevate the idea of worship to its true object. In other words, there are no more sacred times,
That 6s what Pet:aButyduarsaadbsan spaceswor places.Eve Christian is to worship everywhere,
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his oaththe time. In your private life, your family life, and of
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of hiparticular importance to this study, when we come together
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light for corpaate worship on Sundays.
The Aroyal priesthoodo (t Warghipis notaschurclpserviae.lTheisenvice itsedf
excellencies of the God who saved us; we tell of His worik,only a setting in which worship may occur. In the next
His greatness, His goodness, and His grace. And so to article we will look at what the Scriptures say about
worship God is to ascribe supreme wortlidtm. As John  corporate worship.
Stott puts it inThe Living Church Tohi wor shi p is to oO6glory
inGodsholy name. 6 | ndeed, we Tim 8choap icpastorioiSignal Molmtaia Bidle Church
creatures in pronouncirtgim worthy of our praise, because in Signal Mountain, Tenn.
Heis both our Creator and our Redeemer (Revelation 5:9

The Battleground, Past, Present, and Future | f | denmn , A V@hoelWie® Partt5h e
By Gerald Robison

Thus far in this seriegaqai nvpe dovre?bwsTshhat pegaherdhanctansBaosi r i
War fare is real. I t 6s not andthayaré dvailablg to osardttee Biblp by pr eact
scare us into falling in line. God has a purpose forusandall Fi r st , we must recogni ze
of life is geared to making happen. Satan, on the other mention of Satan shows him at some teafter his
hand (along with his demons) is opposed to Him and  rebellion. When Genesis first pictures him in the form of a

actively working to abort His plan. serpent, temptingve, he is already a fallen, rebellious
creature. Therefore, we must turn elsewhere for indications
The Past about the past.

We mi ght now ask, i Wh e n dinthelastidsuetwe locked @tviha redomls feund in
begin? How did it all start? Is there any record of what wésaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. These show only some of the
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information we need to undersththese early Now we know that the angels are divided into two
circumstances. More is found in Revelation 12, where maayegories: fallen (demons) andfatien (angels). We also
commentators believe that the references found here allkat®w that the fallen angels are classified in two groups:
to this important time. chained and loose.

fiThen another sign appeared in heaven: and Just aghere is ndoiblicalr ecor d of Luci
behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten appearance changing when he fell, there is also no record of
horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. And his tad change in the outward appearance of demons. Typically,
swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw thenpémple think of demons as ugly little goons, but there is no
the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who wdsdical basis for such a pictureusk as Satan is still

about to give birth, so that when she gave bith he mightb eaut i f ul and fAangelico | ook
devour her child ( RZ34). whatever state God originally made them. The only
Most Bible commentators believe that the difference in the demons and angels are their purposes and
occurrence described here was a record of the actual to whom they give their allegiance. In a sense, angels and
rebellion and fall of Satan and the other angels that demonsare alike except they are on opposite sides of a
followed him (the demons). If this is true, then @¢hed of great spiritual battle.
the angels went with Lucifer, andstthose beings who Understanding this, it is easier to comprehend how
lend themselves to the harassment of the saints. we can be deceived by Satan, false teachers and demons,
The next | ogical guestdmd shanw gihtt ibse ,t Mato tlh ey eadan

be afraid of them?0 and #i@htnddribushare false@nophetss deceifful veorkd, me ? ¢
answer to the first of these questions is both yes and no.transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no
There are two answ&because there are two categories ofmarvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
demons. One ought to concern us and the other should right. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be

To clarify this we need to turn to twey Scripture transformed, as the ministers of rigbtisness (1 Cor .
references. They give us some important informafior 11:1315).
if God did not spare the angels that sinned,dasgt them It is obvious that we have no need to fear the ones
down to hell, andielivered them into chainef darkness, in chains, for God has reserved them there until the Day of
to be reserved unto judgment ( 2 P @&nd the @ngelk )JJudgnfent. But the other group of unknown numisbich
which kept not their first estate, but left their own is loose, still has the ability to inflict pressure anduafice
habitation, he haseserved in everlasting chainsnder upon the Body of Christ. It is THIS group we will face in
darkness unto theidgment of the greatday ( J u d e sgiritual combat on a regular basis.

So then, we ought to be aware from all that has When we face them, will it be a knedlown drag
been said so far, that there are fallen angels that are loogrit kind of thing? Will it look like something from a horror
and purposefully seeking to bring havoc on the Christianmovie with heads spinning, vomiting, and sufiso/oices
population. By the mere fact that these are loaseiealize speaking or is it more subt]
that the previous scriptural passages are not speaking ofthe next installment.
them, but of another group of fallen angels.

Apparently, this second group of angels Gerald Robison is efounder of UnveilinGlory, a
participated in some special activity of sin that deserved a seminar and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the
special punishment, but not merely pumigmt (for the glory of God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples
most part of that is still to come), bonishment In their  of the world. UnveilinGlory is best known for the book and
place of reserve they are strongly held, and there they will seminarCat and Dog Theologyserald hagpasbred
stay until that prescr i be dhuhesirythedJfS., Austrdlig, arel the Netherlsvidsaand he |
was, | will not go into here, for that is another, much continues to lead national seminars for Walk Thru the Bible
debated subject that would draw us away from the current Ministries.
study.
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Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

What Defiles People?
Matthew15:10-20

From Exegetical Commentary on MattheAMG [13]1Jesusd answer reveals |
Publishers, 2006 any sensitivity to false teaching. He implied that the
di sci ples should not concerr
[10] After rebuking the Pharisees in versed fbr  (Matt. 13:25 38), sincedres are destined for uprooting,
t heir mi s handJebusigow adires&ed thed BEvelry@&sa the feminine opas[3954, each within the
mul titudes on t he Hearékoletsa otaglan (phuteisgfsisil]) thatklg meavenly Father did
the present imperative ako(@[191], to hear, listenand  notplant(ephlteuserthe aorist tense @hute@[5452], to

understandsunietethe present imperative sfinlimi plant)shall be rooted ugekrizih(setaj the future passive

[4920], to comprehend; fros1in[4862], together; and tense okekrizdd[1610] from ek[1537], out of from withn;

hilmif n. f.], to send, put) . Gandrhiz6d[4492] to root, from which we get our English
[11] The key is that the heart is sdkfiling. It firhi 2 gahle O

requires nothing from the outsidleeither physical (like Phute® to plant, carries a stronger connotation of

food) nor moral temptation. It is from these teachings of careful planning and managing than the arbitrary scattering

Christ that Fermanistempted|whenh eftbcted in the verbpeid([4687], to sow[seed). We say

he isdrawn away of hisown lust ( J ame s 1 : 1 thi} hecadsh thetpardble sfthe sower presents a farmer

within the heart. randomly throwing seed without a great deal of care since
fAbsolutely nofou[3756], t h e a b)dhatl sotme fallé withirt rénge of scavengers, some on rocky

which entergeiserchémenarthe present middle deponentground, some on soil with no depth, some before a blazing,

participle ofeisérchomaj1525] from eis[1519, into from destructive sun (Matt. 13). ik clearly accidental that any

without; andérchomai[2064], to com¢ into the mouth seed falls on good earth at all, within deep, fertile soil and

defiles(koinoi, the present tense kbindd[284(Q, to make near water. The accidental growth arising from scattering

common, pollute, defilethe personbut that which comes (spei is contrasted here with the careful planting

out (ekporeudémenarihe present middle deponent particip{ehute®) of a loving heavenly Father who seleitts good

of ekporellomaj1607], to eject, tput ou) of the mouth,  soil, nutrients, and water to secure growth (see Marki 4:26

this defilesa perso (a.t.). 29).

The Wefildb iis associ at ed wi tThe corfespondind) hoairss tompaee like the verbs.
koinds([2839], common, defiled, uncleqrThus koind? Phuteig used only here, is actually a plant (seeds are not
etymol ogically means ft o uvpeoted), whereasérma[4690] thanwhithdsssowads T h e
strict theological point here is that gg® are not defiled by ungerminated seeth the parable of the sower, the seed
something external. The root of sin is the human heart, afadling on good ground bears frugthuteia Neither thorns,
this condition is common among humankind, especially thids, bad ground, nor lack of water have been able to stop
unregenerate. However, this low estate is not the ideal atfte increasea{iXis[838]) of the life of the seed.
not the way God originally created people. From verse 13, we oadeduce that God has not

[12] Amazingy obl i vi ous to Jelsasttedupemeaapluamtl s. He does
knowl edge and et hiknewestthoh e dodsi(Matt.il325460)sThesestdres dill be fiooted up, bound
(oidas the perfect tense bbrad[3708], to perceivgthat  in bundles, and cast into the fire to be burned.

the Pharisees were offend@skandalistfsan[4624], to [14] This verse concluded what Jesus had just said.
cause to stumble or fall, to scanda)jz#te they heard this Since the Rarisees were not planted by the thher, Jesus
sayin@ 0 s a i Legve(aphete the aorist imperative afphiini [863],

Think about this tweedged sword a moment! Firstto leave; fromap6[575], from; andhilmi) themd (a. t . ) .
the disciples asked Jesus i f Thtaorist ke Igpaees apenithe podsibitiphtieat P h
reaction. Secondly, as if this were not enough, they they might be evangelized lafefi | e Aeen { f or no
guestioned Jesusd sensit i Asilongas thay dereairt thisicrisia stageof respstarices leaye
came vey close to siding with the Pharisees. After all, if tlibem be. Let them remain in their current condition of being
di sci ples were convinced ohhéentée hypradbatteéashs ngadar
why would they care whether He was sensitive to the  do anything to offset the offense. Since truth offerttied,
Phari seesd fal se teachi nglet?zhem stay offended.
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I n their current cTheydireblindo n, Jess made itotearthat this is lumanimature apart
leaders oftheblim (a.t.). The scrifb®sn amed Bharcieso®és Gwaelr e Peopl
indeed seHmade leaders of the Jewish people. They could/hat evil thoughts erupt and pass into the world in the form

not see or hear spiritual truth. They saw 3eShrist of evil words only reinforce (defile) the evil already present
standing before them, but they could not understand whawithin. Defiling, therefore, is not the creation of evil ex
He was. nihilo, that is, out of nothing, or turning good hearts into
The principle that followed is applicable to bad ones. It begins with the evil that comes forth from
everyonewhoigves or r ecei aneBthef aheastein thedimstplacAmy gubseduent defiling, therefore,
blind lead(hodlt the present subjunctive bbdlhéd is merely reinforcement. So human hearts are not only self
[3594], to lead the blind, both shall fal{pesountaithe defiling but selfdestructive.
future middle deponent indicative pipt3[4099, to fall) Although the middle voice is used with reference to
into the ditch(béthunon 999, a pit, a symbol of fithings which proceed outof themouth i t i s evi
destruction.o The middle voice opipt@indicates a words are pass&/ and the mouth is the cause. Words do not
responsible but reflexive action. The blind shibobt be move themselves (reflexive) out of the mouth. Likewise,
leading; they should be seeking eyes from the Lord. the heart causes the thoughts that form words. Neither

[15] Although the teaching seems quite simple, words nor thoughts act; they are produced, respectively, by
Pet er wanted furt Hecareel u c ithe emduthamd hears ay i ng, f
(phréson the aorist tense @hrazs[5419), to expound, [19] Here, Jesus dely defined human hearts as
explain; from whircéase¢ed ei £ thigking, shhasidg pand] selgfiting faculties.
unto us this parabléarabokh, the accusative gfarabolJ The heart 6s prBEyvib(podioijtten s
[385Q from para[3844, near; andallP[906], to cast or  plural of porités [419F, malevolent, harmfyithoughts
put).o (dialogismoj the plural ofdialogism6g1261], reasoning,

[16] Since Peter asked Jesus to clarify the parabléhought) &od is not responsible for the iniquity that
tothen, t he Lor d a sAkegalalsbyee ddiralatésnithe siddenifiecesses of humankind. The Bible
(akmh [188, at this point in timpwithout understanding teaches that we have malevolent natures that correspond to
(asunetoi801], from a[1], without; andsinesig§4907)?0 that of the devil¢f. Matt. 13:19, 38; Eph. 6:1@tc.) We,
(a.t.) T h alsod kaf[2532]) grouped the disciples withthé h e r ebkioge e | | & 7:11Mwithaut the
scribes and the Pharisees, and the predicate stated that dweypowering work of the Holy Spirit, can manufacture
too,wereua bl e t o Aput t oget he onlyewthaghts.Salvatiors $pecsiclly,adnlightenment

[17] Jesus repeated the teaching, appeatiry based on the Word of God, infuses new thoughts into us.
gener al | y u nbsgou sot yetarterstandithathhjs is Balled the renewal of the mimdRomans 12:12 and
all (pan the neuter opas everything that enters the elsewhee.
mouth goes int(chdei, the present tense ofioréd[5562), fiMurders(phénoi the plural ofphnog5408],

to give space to, find room)ithe belly and is cast out murder)o Phénosis not the killing Gpoktei[615], to kill)
(ekballetai[1544) into the draugh{aphedéha[856 from endorsed by God in capital punishment and just wars.
apo[574, from; andhédra[n.f.], a seat, toiletl?(a.t.) Phonet(5407) is killing the innocent, those not worthy of
Food does not defile because it does not reach death, for some malevolent purpokturder has no place in
human hearts @pirits. If people do not wash their hands, the heart of the believer, and a murderous heart is another
residual bacteria passes through their bodies into the sewag of those hideous states from which we are delivered.
| eaving their hearts unt ouc h éAtlulterigse s aferdicatipna iAnthe begiarsng t h a t
hands do not produce moral purity; conversely, unwashedf human history, God ordained the bond of marriage

hands do not defile the soul. between one woman and one man for reasons other than
[18] Now Jesus touched the heart of the matter reproduction since He also commanded plants and animals

(literally), Bufthose things which proceed out to reproduce according to thé&ind. Human rebellion

(ekporeuémengahe present middle neuter plural participleextended to thisnstitution, substituting for marriage

of ekporetlomaj1607)) of the mouth come forth fiadulterie® mdicheiai[3430], physical unions beyond that

(exérchetaithe present middle singular eérchomai wi t h s p oforsicatond pofmedal4202], physical

[1831]) from the heart; and they defi{goinoi) the mand unions between unmarried persons). Jesus said these
Jesus said that the things (the participle is plural, the  specific rebellions &gin in the heart, the thking and

referent obviously the words) that leave the mouth are choosing and therefore plannidgfaculty before they

viewed as a collection (the verb is singular, the referent reach physical expression. Our first guard, therefore, should
probably is the thoughthat comes from the heart and  be on what we think. If wallow God toregulate our

defiles. So the heart itself is seléfiling. thought lives, we can restrain our bodies.
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fiTheft® kldpai[2829] from the ve Kléptd thoughts and choices before they become actions. This
[2813], to steal). Thklépts (2812) is more of a stealthy  natural state of unregenerate persons is seen in the use of
thief as opposed to thEstls (3027), one who robs outin  the present participle which underscores the uninterdupt
the open, the common mugger. The kleptomaniac is a process of evil.
clandestine operator who ingeniously hides articles on the Whatever impact unwashed hands have on bodily
wayoutofabuild ng. Agai n t he L orhydgese, teerepsma@aconnection with manal purtlyeThis was
mental and volitional planning stages of sin. a false Jewish tradition. No external, bodily actions can
fiFalse Withessesd0 Thi s i s act uckdnluyevicheads. theympycelimndte some filth, but
plural Greek wordgseudomarturiaithe plural of they can neithesanitize nor sanctify the individuals before
pseudomarturigs577] frompseuds [5571], false; and God. However, such fAwashings
marturia[3141], a witnesk Lying was strictly forbidden in tells us, prophetically typify the internal cleansing of the
the Old Testament (Lev. 6:2, 3). c 0 n s c urdilfi.e..gheyiwere temporaryhe time of
fiBlasphemies0 The Engl i sh woefodnatiordo | @ 5le b e md e 0@ lfill HiSmamisesi | |
derives from the Greek nodmax ([n.f]; sluggish, stupid; in to regenerate hearts, put asn8pirit within (Jer. 32:3910,
Modern Greek, idiot or fool) or the veltaptd([984], to et. al), and cleanse the wicked from all iniquity (Jer. 33:8).
harm) andphUmi ([5344, to speak To include the ideas The Jews took the typology as an end in itself.

resident in the noun and v er @dheonlyhepa for uirdyenerateppboplenytd i s f
and harmful content that pours out of the mouth. Once experience theleansing blood of Jesus Christ shed on
again, a lock on the mind and will stops the mouth. Calvaryobés cross. This alone
Believers should carefully plan their words overcomes the power of sin Jbhn 1:7).

[200J esus concl udé@tbksedrethe ar gument , i
(t&, the plural neuter definite artigldefiling things Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of

(koinounta the present neuter plural participlekoind® AMG International in Chattanooga, Tenn. for over 30 years,
[284Q) to people, but eating with unwashigands does not was the founding editor &fulpit HelpsMagazine, and
defile them (a.t.).Tosumma i ze, t hese @Athingso dealtholeédozens of exegetical books.
people, but the list is a set of silent, hidden, internal

Following Godd by Wayne Barber

Enter In

Somany believers are still trying to get into a rooraovenant that | will make with them after those days, says
that they are already in; they are still trying to do what hathe Lord: | will put my laws upon their hed@t. He t hen
already been done. They are living right beneath wherethefnd t heir sins and their | ¢
could live, going through life on a lower plane of trying mo rée § He b17). 1 0: 15
t heir best standardanBug throuGhoGhrists we Verse 17, which points to our sins that God will
can live on a higher plane of resting in His atonement ancemember no more, is the key to all that the author of
obeying in His power. Hebrews brings up in this passage. Believers not kardyv

When you get into chapter 10 of Hebrews,the Goddés wi l |, but we are empoyv
author has been building his case for several chapters tothe Holy Spirit lives in us. In fact, this very truth (the Holy
illustrate the total contrast betwethe impotent, repeated Spirit living in us) continues to testify to us that we have
Mosaic animal sacrifices and the divinely powerful, eance been forgiven and the barrier of sin has finally been
for-all sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus, our eterna@moved. Thauthor of Hebrews wraps this up in verse 18:
High Priest, the Gothan, the Son of God, came into the fiNow where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no
world that He Himself created in order to eternallyeed longer any offering for sin 0

us by the shedding of His blood on the cross! There will Why is this so important? We can now boldly, with
never be the need for any more sacrifices fad sins full confidence, enter into the presence of Gibe true
done! holy of hdies, at any time and draw from His enabling

The Holy Spirit promised to Jeremiah that, one dpgwer.He s ay s i Therefoeer bsethrerl, Since w
sin would be forgiven and its guilt removed so that a have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of
relationship with God wodl be possible through Christ, Jesus 06 Since this verse doesnf¢
and He still testiAhdtrediot hwée énuéh it ot as Gokdatlsayfgwrcldgtersn c e
Spirit also testifies to wwheretheauthamdoeseetiussayi ng, O6Thi s
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fiTherefore, let us draw near with confidence to thidis flesh ¢ Tohiinst sp back t o Chr i st ¢
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find the cross. Just as the temple veil was torn open in Matthew
graceto helpintimeofneéd ( He b . 4 : 16) .27:51t Hisiflesh veas dlsg torh ¢penrtheough scourging and
the throne of grace thate find the resources for all that Heon the cross for you and me. As verse 21 states, He is now
demands to deal with life in our time of need. linglis our Great High Priest presiding owbe house of God
very presence we will find grace and mercy to help in tim@vhich is His Church) and guaranteeing their entrance into
of need! It is His grace that transforms us by His replacintpe presence of God. Sin can never interfere with our
us and enabling us in all that He dems. But it is His entering into His presence to find grace and mercy in our
mercy that enables us to bear up under the consequencésna of need.
our sinful choices which once would have shut us out of Christ is our Great High Priest who daily intercedes
Godbés presence. Now, ev e nfomhe peoplewoieGodirathegresenca ai thedFathew Boww i |
find grace and mercy which the law and the blood of bulls i nce we have this new and |
and goatsvould never have allowed. Christ has opened tipeesence at all times because of the shed blood of Christ,

door for us to personally relate to God. we can live life on a higher plane in His enabling power.
Back in chapter 10,a v eStopyin@td gesirdoyasoo\tolndresalready n; emjay théi
new and livingway 6 Not onl y i s it prvitedge&hrikt pffera usds Hp noavlives iraotirihearslay

brand new in comparison to anything that the old camen believers. Enter ié He is inviting you to come boldly into
was, but it is a living way it is an accessible, active, and His presence with no fear! Draw from His divine

enduring way. Christ opened this way up for us, as the enablement to do all that He has required of you.
writer goes on byanewaadlivingn t hi s WaynesBarber igisenior pastor of Hoffmantown
way, which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Solitude and the Christian
By Shea Oakley

There are times in each of our lives when we mushake an idol of human relationship for its own sake, and in
seek to be alone with God. Solitude is not an option for tliee end that obsession leads only to their own harm.

serious Christian, it is a necessity. No spiritually and psychologically healthy man is

This need for solitude is in no way contradictorytd an i sl and, 6 but neither is
the urgent drive for more genuine community in the other people. Insad he is one who understands the need
Church. Human beings need both meaningful time with afod both human and divine companionship, and not always
periods of seclusion from one other. Solitude is not at the same ti me. Battameed C(
synonymous with isolation. The latter is the bane of modaiith the Lord to recharge their spiritual batteries and to rest
existence. from the sometimes incessant demandsushan society.

A constant and pathological estrangement fromo8ruc h fia Imeme c an al sdaitudedethed e s ¢ |
fellows is symptomatic ohie deeper alienation of the voluntary removal of oneself from others in order to seek
human heart to which modern life lends itself. Isolation isquiet repose and restoration in the presence of God.
usually not voluntary; it is far more often a state in which Solitude requires more than just being absent from
individuals find themselves, at least to some degree, the physical presencéd others. It involves being removed
contrary to their own will. The remedy to isolatiana from t hperiers efintceeloe as wel | . It
return to the communal valuestblical Christianity that television, silencing the stereo, logging off the Internet, and
are so lacking in the hypandividualistic West today. switching off your cell phone.

The often unmentioned flip side of unhealthy We live in an era when we can choose to be

isolation is an equally unhealthy need for constant socialcontinually connecttto communications medasome
interaction. Some people feekthcan only endure the have even gone so far as to install a TV in their bathroom.
absolute minimum amount of time apart from others thatgeal solitude cannot exist in the presence of a constant
necessary for propriety, even if that means invading the audiovisual stream. It requires the complete, if temporary,
l egiti mate boundaries of emdva of dlshe tpappingsafoyr electronicat A p-l ug g
These are the men and women in our congregations ¢ cul t ur e. One of the most
who push so hard f or ¢ on s thiaiatb siniply eehtlireoowtdobrs. plaiuretiends itselfttoh e y
ultimately alienate others. Such individuals cannot stand $bétude. A hike up a mountain or a long float on a lake can
thought of time spent only in their own company or, facilitate the kind of quiet that allows us to clearly hear
potentially, in the singular company @bd. They almost  from God.
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Whether it is achieved through the great outdoorgoyd for in pursuing solitude, we pursue and find our Lord.
or simply a purposely silenced home, the balm of solitudd ien, after we commune with Him in the quiet place, we
vital to the believer. It reminds us that the vertical elementan return to the company of our fellow humamieias
of Christianity must come before the horizontal one. We aren and women refreshed and transformed, ready once
to love God abovand beyond our fellow man (though,  more to live together for the glory and service of the Lord.

paradoxically, loving Hinfirst enables us to love others © 2009 Shea Oakley. All Rights Reserved
bes). We are to seek Him and Him alone, as our greatest

priority. This is simply impossible without separating Shea Oakley is a freelance Christian writer from
ourselves from others for a time. Ridgewood, New Jersey.

Once we recognizeolitude as the great good it is,
we can pursue it both without guilt and with anticipatory

Words to Stand You on Your Feed by Joe McKeever
Five Things to Do with Scripture

A fellow who had been critical of George W. study small portions idepth and, at the same time, take in
Truett, one of the great preachefghe first half of the 20th large segments at one sittifReading through a book of the
century, finally bit the bullet and went to hear him speak.Bible at a single sitting, we sé®ends we would have
As he exited the sanctuary of the First Baptist Church of missed otherwise, people who keep recurringyelsas
Dall as, a coll eague as ke dwons antphtages andtloemes lthat are rfiot obvious toThe u ¢

sermon that day. casual, occasional drap visitor to the Scriptures.
i Heidnd say athing touldlih ave sai déi fBylam@gllarreading of the Word, God invades our
t hought of it, 0 was hi s amiedw &eaeps us drack, refreshes our devotion, renews

My guess is that that assessment is true for mostafr faith, and constantijumps new thoughts our way.
the sermons we preachers hear and the majority of the Nothing helps the believer to kegpwing like sitting at
articles we read. I t 6 s c e thelLardéfdety or ait the feet ab thdiseiptes as théy&paaka b ¢
here. of the Lord and listening.

The Bible is the manual foning the Christian life.
It is essential to getting it right. The Scriptures keepusfr@én) Read |t Publiclyéand Do |

having to emulate the previogeneratiofs version of When | 6m in a congregat.:.
Christianity, forcing us to veer farther and farther away preacheapproaches the pulpit to op&wods Word, |
from the Truth. expecthimtoshowannt i mate familiari:

In fact, there is a sense in whichfi@ading and about toshare. If he falteraver a word or stumbles over the
learning and obeying this Word, every person who puts wor di ng o f disapppitted.dtshteows hé asmot
faith in Jesus Christ can be a first century Christian. In thdone his preparation.
same sense, we are all secgeheration believers, since | once heard Jerry Falwelbmmenting on a
we hold in our hands the testimony of the disciples and basketball game in which Libertyniversity had beaten a
apostles wh were there at the beginning. visiting college tem. Whatstunned him about the

That being the case, it may well be thatthe greatesp ponent s, he sai d,t hwad itnteei
error we can make is to take so lightly this written Word &/hen the referees awarded the team a free throw, the
God. With many of us in thieordd work, we learn its players had missed most of the shiit$ierés no excuse
history, know what a treasure it is, brag aboutit,plac f or t hat , 06 Fal wel | sthand. i AT
copies in the hands of outsiders and new believers, and ealyhing else is a lack of practice. Anyone can hit free
ourselves preachers of that Word. The only thinglag throwswi t h practi ce. 0

do is to give it the strategic role in our daily lives it For the man of God in th
deserves. are the times hepens the Word and reads it to the
Here are my top five suggestions on whatwe intkeo n gr e g at i o referring to ceadingawerse hdre
ministry shouldbe doing with the Holy Word of God. and a verse ther. | preadhiagdashapter of the Bible,
let him read the entire chaptéfter all, the Word is far
1) Read It more critical to the lives of his membeéhan anything the

Christian workers should be looking@bdis Word preacher is about to say about it.
microscopicallyand telescopically. That is, we will want to
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These days, since congregations are using every In his provocativeeat This BookEugene Peterson
versionof the Scriptures imaginable and asking membersgoggests thdielievers should do with the Word as his dog
follow along while theminister reads can be confusing, | once did with a bon&.he mutt came out of the woods
will often suggest that they diack and listen as | read the dragging a large bone he had foupethaps from a moose.
text. That puts pressure on me to do it well and get it righEor dayshe chewed and gnawed on that objetil he had

How do you read it W In your office that week, ingested every bit of it.
you should have reatiat text out loud at least a dozen Peterson uses the word f
times or more. Get your tongused to uttering those mother would appreciaten the Alabama farm. You
syllables in that order. Then, think deeplyout whatyou fAwor ry o at s omet handgveswpitsi | [
are reading and choose words that shouldrbghasized. contents.

Speak clearly and slow dod@nway down. Most of us As a young pastand seminary student, | had a
breeze througthe reading as though ward wait to get  one hour drive backome after classes each afternoon. One
finished. Slow dowd theress much to be savored here. day | decided | would readweerse of Scripture at a traffic

As a seminary student a long, long time ago, | satight and then reflect on it for thest of the trip. The Bible

chapel onenorning and heard Dr. Wilbi@®8wartz, a opened at Matthew 18:222, where Peteaasks if he should
professor of speech, refdm the first chapter of John's  forgive his brother seven times and Jesus $hldtil

Gospel. It came alive for me thddy. | honestly never seventy times severd

knew Scripture could unfold in my heart jimstcause the | t h o u g thérdsnofimehltHere. It seems to
one reading was doing it so well. That day, the stanfdard say whatime ans. 0 Yet, because |

my own publicBible reading was reset to Olympic heightshink only about thatext, | kept reflecting oiit. Soon it hit
me. If the Lord expects us to forgive an unlimitegnber

3) Memorize It of timeg and scholars agree that was His pdistirely He
The preacher wal ks t o iswillagtpfargive me to thessameextentn  Sunday o
service Now, this is just a personal thing with me, but | | thought of all the times we come sheepishly to the

want him to saypomething inspiring and uplifting. Set the Lord to confesshe same sis we confessed the day before

tone f or e vaboutyotddthisingornimge 6 r e and the day beforeth®oon we begin to t
What | do not want, what absolutely gratesonmyi s di s gust ed geirigtoliorgivecthe sarhe 6 s 1

nerves andhreatens to undo everything he says beforehe i ns over and oveaquitevanai n. 0 /

utters it, is for hirmto look out at the congregationandsayme nt i oni ng t hose fail umwes ir

something foolish or silll. donfe v en want a quiitldrayim@ atogether, | expect.

everywpdy doing this morning?o Reflecting on that text that day provided a needed

If it was Il eft to me, doréedionfoame.erhedovgvengss g thecLard ibithergolds t a
the pulpitand begin the service by reciting (not reading) astandard of mercy. Howlessed we are, and how
couple of versesf Scripture. This requires him to generously we should pour out the same gegom others.
memorize them. fiFreely you have receivedd J e s fueslygwedi d, 0

Let him look out at the congregation and fordlgfu (Matthew 10:8).
say something i kl will calfiupon the Lord, who is
worthy to be praised: sshall | be saved from mine 5) Give It Away
enemi esé. The Lor d myRockeandlet a n d ffatiiecorees bydeabng and hearing by the Word
the God of my salvation be exalbed ( y orecogwizelthls of God 0 aaording to Romans 10:17, it does, then the
as a couple of verses froRsalm 18, which also make up abest thing | can do fany inquiring friend is get him or her
popular worship chorus). to read Scripturd. fwe &re born again not of corruptible

The Bible is saturated with outstanding worship seed...but of the livingnd abiding Word of Gad as 1 P
servicebeginnerse v e r y t h iThisgs the dag tlmee i 1:23 declares, then we will wattt give away Bibles and
Lord hathmade ( Ps al m GGoll BSpizitdnd theyt Seriptidre portions generously to tbemmunity at largelf
who worship Him must worship Him gpirit and intruthd ~ w e ardiclean thoughtheWord 6 as Jesus sai

(John 4:24). 15:3, thenwe should do all in our power to help our church
How do you memorize? In two words: constant members stay in thé/ord.
repeti ti ordearnthawbdrds ohhgnms oxgop Pastors do well to get their churches to support the

tunes. Anyone can do it. Only thezy preacher will refuse. scripturedistribution of the Gideons, a wonderful
international ministry ofledicated laymen and their wives
4) Think about It which is devoted to just thjsurpose.
filn His law doth he meditate day and nighi s a i d |suggest encouraging our members to bring in all
David in Psalm 1. those unuseBibles around the house so they can be given
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to the community. Put box in the foyer where they can be If this is indeedsods Word as we claim, the best

placed. Go througthem and takeut the Bibles missing  thing we can evedlo is to read it and obey what we find

covers and the ones published by cults. Teim,nto each there; the second beking is to get everyone we know to

Bible a leaflet on how to know Christ and iamitation do the same.

from your church. Erect a sign in front of the church

announcing AFree Bi bdwaish,a S a doa MaKeeyeris aretired Southern Baptist paston fr

what happens. New Orleans, Louiana. He blogs regularly at
www.joemckeever.com.

Jewels from Past Giants

The Marks of the Lord Jesus
By J. D. Jones

From The Gospel of Graca collection of sermonsWh at Wer e These AMar kso?
originally published in the early Jcentury. Edited What were these marks of the Lord Jesus? The
slightly for modern spellings and flow. word used in the Greek stsigmata This remains as our

word Astigmao, which carri es
fiFrom henceforth let no man trouble me: for | beaand disgrace, and thatpsobably due to the special use to
branded on my body the marks of Jésus( Gal . 6 wHich }he Greek word was put. Primarily, the word meant

Paulhad endured his share of trouble. Inthe world,i mpl y fspot 6 or fAmar ko, but
according to his Masterodosfwordhehmahks thabuwateéoaut I
since he had entered the service of Christ, hehadbeenor der t o i dent i f yertyhThese masks h i s
familiar with pain and grief and shame. He gives in his proclaimed the fact of his servitude and, at the same time,
second letter to the Corinthians ampalting list of the indicated the master to whom he belonged.
troubles that came upon him as the result of his devotion to Now Paul describes himself again and again as the
Christ. Abondservanto or fislaveo of

But | do not think that any of these hardships thatintroduces himself in sevdraf his letters. These Judaizers
came upon him in the prosecution of hiswork asa Christhke ni ed t hat he was a servant
apostle really fAtroubl eisiot Paml waSWhenbthel ebheami eshef mé
heaped obloquy and scorn and shame upon him, when th&yservitude were ineffaceably stamped upon him. It was
beat and scourged and stoned him, Paul never murmuredbsurd and foolish to deny that Paulwa€ihr i st 6 s s
he rejoiced that he was counted worthy to suffer for the Christ had put his sign upon him.
name. But there was one thingdglbaah at het s a yprardel doromybddyihe & r
thing that cut him to the gck, and that was that there marks of Jesus0 What then were thes
should be some within the Church who repudiated his of the verse leaves us in no manner of doubt. They were the
apostleship and denied that he was a minister of Christ ascars and wounds he had sufferethin Christian service.
all. The Saul who set out for Damascus with authority from the

That was the f#fitr oubl e ochiefprieststwasa lyourygenanan tHe tuldifeish of vigor andu r
text. The Judaizers in Galatia had sought to overthrow prosperity and pride. The Paul who wrote this letter was an
P a u Go8pel by assailing his authority as a teacher. Thegld and battered man. His years of Christian setvack
had drawn distinctions between him and the older apostlesamped him for life. Lystra had left its mark upon him, as
and they had gone so far as to assert that he was not a reatl Philippi. His back and face were seamed with the scars
apostle at all . That had dfthe stonifglarel thé scduigimp. That had wol
him. And here in our texhe gives his final answer to those And Paul reminds his Galatian converts of them
who had cast doubts upon his apostolic authority and,inand speaks of them proodudl y ¢
words that throb with a sense of wrong that heiscalled Jesus. Just as the sol dier o:¢
upon to pr ove hFkranhenceforthnet robhonosablé woundsebgcause thiey tell of his courage and his
man trouble me: for | bear branded on nydgthe marks devoti on to his countryoés caé
of Jesus 0 honorable scares he bore as proof of his fidelity to Christ. It

was in the service d@thrist he won them. The very wounds
he bore gave the lie to all the insinuations and aspersions of
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the Judaizers and proclaimed him to the world as the  Christ, the pleasure of the Lord wie supreme and
Abondman of the Cruci fieddetermin ng consi dedanetoiliveisChrigfts no

But while it is true that the primary reference of ofr P h i | . 1:21) equivalent to ¢
text is to the scarsf the old and recent wounds whichPaul he Fat her wi | | ?8 andreadyc@ o my
had endured in the service of Christ, these were notthesnyi d Pa ul face of ahot t he
fimarksof Jesdis t hat Paul bor e. Aiblebaundarly| butsdttdhdee attlerusadem foathelname o f
Jesus are not outward but inward, not physical but spiritusfithe Lord Jesus ( Act s 21: 13) .

1
0s
i n

It was the Apostle Paul himise  w h df arsy smmanchath i Il s this not a case of #Al
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His ( Ro m. 8 Chéist marcled @ the cross because it was the will of God.
in Paul 6s own case, the wBaulmpréssedbneo Jorasalam, in spiteioflthe appeals aad me
respects the most striking, were not the deepest and mosintreaties of fe n d s, b e ¢ dausdeén the Bpiritda s |
convincing marks of Jesus. | find the final proofttRaul ~ The pleasure of God was the dominant and ruling motive in
belonged to Christ in the region of his spiritual life. Paul 6s | ife. He coul d say wi
Our Lord said that the disciple mustbeashis Ki ng, my | ife, my al/l|, I dec

Ma s t Astheis @& s a yso ard wehinthis wérld ( Paul had that mark of Jesus.
John 4:17). Between Christ and everyone who truly belongs
to him, there is a kinshipf éhe soul; there is an identity of The Passiorfor Souls
character. Christ is reproduced in the Christian. Where there  The second mark of Jesus which | want you to
is not this identity of spirit, there is no real discipleship. not i ce i s Paul 6s passion for
Now the final and absolutely decisive proof that Paul  the study of the Gospel story, that is an outstanding feature
belonged to Christ was that he had theiSpf Christ and  in the character of Christ that compels my atteiibtis
that Christ lived over again in him. It is to the marks of measureless love for mel have just been saying that the
Jesus to be found in this likeness of spirit that Iwanttocallu pr eme moti ve in our Lord?os
your attention. utter obedience to the will of God. From another point of
Vi ew, I can say that the cor

Obedience was love for men. In saying that the nesnotive in

And the first mark of Jesus to which lwishtocalChr i st 6s | i fe was His | ove f
your attent i atngandunfalering 6 s whatH saisl & Inoment ago about His obedience to the will of
obedience to the will of God. When | turn to the amazingGod. His obedience and His love for men are two aspects of
story of the Gospels, and study the life, character, and the same truth, for the will of God was the salvation of
conversation of our blessed Lord, the first feature in His human sals.
character that impresses itself upon me is His devotion to But I et us | ook at Chri s
the will of God. It was the dominating motive of his for a moment. This was one of its ma¥ka deep, strong,
ma n h olam comdidown from heave® H e nosta i gdenchléss love for ména passion for souls. You
do Mine own will, but the will of Him that senténe ( J o lemember how He described His mission and errand to

6:38). e a r {The Bonidf Man is come to seekl to save that

It was the compelling reason of His death. Followwhichwaslosi ( Luke 19: 10) . From b
Him to the garden on the night evhich He was betrayed, was Chri st 6s business. To it
and | i st en {ifibelddssibledet thigicupn g tireleBs and unquenchable ardor.
pass 6 and you wil/l know t hat Ce bravedtsusgiciom andnszann ahdyoblagjuy that Rk

from the buffeting, scourging, spitting, and the cross. Whatight seek and save. He broke through afiventions and

nerved Him to face it all, what sent Him with unfaltgyi  spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well that He might

steps to the cross, was the knowledge that it was the  seek and save. He exposed Himself to misunderstanding

Fat her Bleverthelesslo . H nat asil wil hut ad and slander for allowing the woman who was a sinner to

Thouwild (Matt. 26:39). That kwas EBhsi $eé@s¢ I inf &i moadmsf hos

last, from birth to death, cradle to crési was a life of He set at defiarecthe respectable religious folk of His day

holy, unhedating, utter obedience to the will of God. by going to dine with dApubli
I s there anything i n tdeekana pavesHelsardiced dasefcemfort,amdreplgagion.n

to this holy obedience of the life of Christ? Do we find thigle consented to be called a gluttonous man and a wine

el ement of the Master 6s Slpibbér.tHe stooped th the very csossirderithat He ighs  w ¢

find the apostle has upon his ltfés mark of Jesés the seek and save.

mar k of a gl ad obedNeenakeie t o Ddwe findithls tharacterisi® oegroducéd in the

ouraim 0 s ays twhetherdt hene iormbsent, togpirit of the disciple? Do we find in Paul this burning

be weltpleasing to Him (2 Cor. 5: 9). To Paul, as to passion for souls? Yes, we do. | glance through the record
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in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, | turn oves t Have We These Marks?
|l eaves of these | etters whi c [heteare @heranariksef Jesas which might loem P ¢
own hand, and | see that the apostle has this mark upon mentioned, but let these suffice. In our passage through life,
h i mam ecome all things to all men that | may by all we may not have to suffer blows and wounds in the service
meanssavesome (1 Cor . 9: 22), s afhkristtand so tochave aur bpdies seanied witlm sisars
that a case of the dipte being as his Lord? Paul had. But after all, the real marks of Jesus are these
And this with the apostle was not mere fine talk. inward and spiritual marks on life and character. Have we

The master passion of his life was this passion for souls.these marks?
Did Jesus become the despised and rejected of men because There is a tendency, even in these days, to think
of His |l ove for the | thesfilth?CIS0i i dstimar keramatebeeomel f
of the world and the officouring of allthingg ( 1 C osometimes that theark of a Christian is that he observes
4:13). Did Jesus face hate and persecution because of tliree Sabbath and attends church services and belongs to
holy passion? So did t he someecdesidstical @gardzatibre Idootdisparagathea s s i
run out to the furthest b Sabbatth and chiirch atteredaneeaandtmembership,rbut thése ¢
sheepo wh iotthe Jawish fad? Soodid the external things are not the real marks of JeBigsnot

t |

apos e. Li ke Davi d Br ai n é&esudHihself sgyrthata mandnayfhave all imamadr @¢f i t u
souls, o0 | aying down c¢ heer €Churchgyarantgesand certificases and e aone of HisP Did
comfort, home, liberty, and life itself. He n o tMany wilycomefto Me in that day and will say,
6Lord, Lord, did we not pr oy
Self-Sacrifice name cast out devijland by Thy name do many mighty
The third mark of Jesus to whichvishto callyour wor ks 2?6 And t hen wil I I prof
attenti on i ssadrifice Agaipwhsntltue tbdepast #FdmfMe, ye that work iniqudly ( Ma t28). 7 : 2 2
the picture of our Lordos | i iNe itisnottheicracdix on theawatch-thas, ostheo r

cul minates in the cross. $.A. enthesdia drahe namé on thé churah ralbtls s 0 |
it from first to last; it is to the cross it leads; it is in the crosenstitute the marks of Jesus. The marks are inward and

it finds its reason and explanation. Now, in a certain aspagiiritual. They are certain features of character, and

of it, the cross of Christ is unshared and unsdtzle. Asa especially obedience, love, and sacrifice. Indeed, our Lord
sacrifice for human sin, it stands alone and solitary. And #tnself emphasized and underlined these things as being,
there are certain ways in which we not only may but muspar excellence, the mark$ His servants. | ask again, have

share in theross of Christ. The cross stands for the we got these marks? Is our life characterized by an utter
sacrifice of sel f, and f uobedeeceto &dd,agrdad pagsiorrfor souls, a renmorsaledss
identification of Himself with human sin. He the sinless sacrifice of self?

One took the burden and shame of the sin of His brothers Have we the marks that single us out as His? Does
and sisters upon His own heart and felt it &wbn. In t he worl d r encarkgom us? Eife ablaysi st 6 s
these respects, we must e ledvesits mark. fThe life di greed leales its mark) thepliveoff
sufferings. frivolous selfpleasing leaves its mark; the life of sin leaves

Il s there any of t he s pitsmark Andthe lifé bf Christian&ervicg leages its marla ¢ r
to be found in theharacteof the apostle? You cannot fiThey took knowledge of them that they hadn with
gl ance even superficiall yJesub Adisvtdd Thewodd, id their eoprage antl e  wi t |
seeing that he bears this mark of Jesus. Take first the cradmvotion and seléacrifice, saw the marks of Jesus.
of selfsacrifice. The cross was the utter surrender of More important still, does Jesus see the marks?
Chri st 6s o wn |lamicrucified witheChrigi s @rhed_ord kinoweth them that are Bli® Tim. 2:19. How?
(Gal. 2:20) Life for the servant as for the Master meant s&y the marks. We read how, in thest great day, there will
sacrifice. What tmgs were gain to him, these he counted be a division and a discrimination. The Great Shepherd will
loss for Christ. then gather and fold His sheep, and that is how He will

Of the cross as the t akedwrihgnd bype marks.rShafl we thembe anmoegatthe  t
sin and woe of t hefilimgupthatd , sh€ea onlthe tightlhdnd? It allcemes back f this: do we
which is behind the afflictions of Chiist ( Co | . 1 beéxadéranded Wmn us the marks of Jéstise infallible
read that Paul was painad he beheld Athens, a city full okigns and tokens of His service? Do we possess that spirit of
idols, burdened by its sin (Acts 17:16). He did not walk obedience to God, love to men, and utter-sadfrifice
through the world a callous and heedless spectator. Thewhich a real surrender of ourselves to Jesus Christ always
shame of human sin lay like a load upon his heart. Againp r o d u Foeifsarty mén hth not the Spirit of Christ, he
without doubt, Paul had this mark of Jesu® boe the is none of His 0
Cross.
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J. D. Jones (1865942) was a Welsh preacher renowned abBurchesNewland Church in Lincoln, England, and
much for his adherence to Scripture as for his tremendouRichmond Hill in Bournemouth, England, but he also wrote
speaking ability. The bulk of his ministry was spent in twavidely.

Marks of the Masterd by the Old Scot

The ALemming Year so

Most of the time, the Norway lemming is one of threght on marching into the fatal waters. Rarely are there
most ordinary creatures you could imagine. It is only wheamore than a few survivors.
his generation sets its mind on moving that the lemming Back on their home grounds, the lemming
ceases to be ordinary. population is gradually built up again by the few who did
Norway lemmings are shy little rodents which ~ not migrate. Lemmings will be scarce for a year or two, but
inhabit the waste places of northern Scandinavia. They likier arther four years there is usually once again a

to feed upon roots, shoots, ends of twigs, or grass population explosion, and the cycle is repeated.
whatever vegetation is at hand. They raise their families in There are puzzling aspects to this periodic pattern
the summer time, and try their best to avoid predators, lik@ selfdestruction. We noted, for example, that the
all small animals. condition is largely brought about by a sudden in@éas

As long as things go on like this, the normal the number of young produced. Thus, the migrations are not
routines of life and occasional violent death occupy their simply a unigue method of handling a problem of surplus
colonies in the arctic meadows. But about every fourth yeay mb e r s . I f I emmings had fAev
unusual things begin to happen and build to a climax thatvould have been better served had they omitted the spurt in
ends in the mass destruction of mamousands of breeding duwrgi yggafrlsemmIl t mak
lemmings. sense.

The onset of what ar e c al The fhctiéthat momne Rngwsyweaacausas the s
first signaled by a major change in breeding patterns.  periodic massive jump in humbers, nor why they behave so
Instead of two annual litters of about 5 each, female strangely while on the march. They respond to orders that
lemmings produce four litters of 6 to 8 each. we can neither detect nor comprehend, and whiemse

This nearly triples the gmulation in a very short ~ some ways to be harmful rather than helpful to the species.
time, without any corresponding increase in available foddevertheless, the system works: the overall population of
By fall the lemmings are no longer shy, as they are drivetemmings (and the consequent numbers of predators)
by hunger to gather food where and whenever they can fiathains in harmony with their environment.
it. It should be sufficient for us thabmieone

Eventually, something tells the lemmings thasit understands and has the situation well in hand. We can rest
time to migrate. In Scandinavia the mass movements  assured that the One who created lemmings and established
always start from one of five regions, and follow old pathghe pattern for their generations is well able to see to their
to the same goals. In the far north of Norway, for examplaeed® and to ours also. God Himself tells us in the Bible
the goal appears always to be either the Lofoten Island tthatfi M yhoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways
the northwest, or the W of Bothnia to the southeast. my ways, saith thedrp; for as the heavens are higher than

Once begun, a str ange themarth, scateimgwaysfhigherthan your ways; amamays
over the scurrying horde. Though scarcity of food triggeréedh ought s t ha (s.56:89.r t hought s¢
the migration, after the flood of lemmings has reached The Bible also assures us that this God,
ample food supplies in the lower valleys they will nohtur whosethoughts and deeds are incalculably beyond us, is
aside nor slow the march in order to fill their stomachs. also the Preserver and the Rock of Refuge for His children

Nor do they allow obstacles to turn them from thein time of trouble. How comforting this is! How wonderful
appointed course. Even though they are not good to know that when we reach the limits of our understanding,
swimmers, the leading animals plunge recklessly into swdf our strength, orofouers our ces, Godds p
rivers, urged on by ceaseless presstom the following  yet unlimited.
ranks. Thousands perish in such crossings, but the rest push  Let us draw near with our hearts to this God of all!
on heedlessly.

I ndeed, nothing stops t TheOltl &cot(iedKygle bvesandiewbearg; @regonaveth
long as there are lemmings left, until they reach the sea. his wife Marga.

And when that happens, the remnant of the hordpke
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Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel

The Ripple Effect of Child Sponsorship
By Dean Houser

This column highlights the ministriesiscipled s AMG, and within a few weeks
parentorganization, Advancing the Ministries of the Gospalisiness.
(AMG) International, a nosdenominational missions In August, 207, God made it possible for Karen,
agency Alyson, and myself to visit Uganda on a short term mission
If you are considering sponsoring a child or team. Karen and Alyson met Eva at CamyH&l and saw
participating in a shottierm mission trip, | encourage you how the AMG sponsorship program had been caring for
to follow through and do it. One ofétmost rewarding her. But we were also anxious to meet the woman we knew
investments you can make is in the life of anotherpersoonl vy as Evads mother. We r eac¢
Once you become a child sponsor or go on a gbort about her new business.
mission trip, you will never be the same again. Who we met was a very excited woman by the
name of Teddy. She showed us the rice, beans, flour, sugar,
Impact on the child produce, and other food items she had for sale. She eagerly
My family sponsors Eva, a 3garold girl at told us abouher business and how it had steadily grown in
CampEIHy AMGOs home for Al D@tadewmbnthees i n t he
central African country of Uganda. Eva is the youngest of Teddy shared that she was forced from home at a

seven children. Her father died and her mother could notvery young age. After having children of her own and then
care for her large family. She abandoned all her childrentrying to raise them alone she felt hopeless. She left the
except for Eva. In time a boyfriend moved iittwEva and children in hopes that ély might find a better life on their
her mother and they began selling alcohol. AMG workersown. She started the alcohol business with her boyfriend
became concerned f or Ev a0 becawse itwas theconiylife she had dverkrmwneanditle! e
obtain custody and place Eva at Camp EIl Har. She arrivauhly one she thought she could have.
at Camp El Har in February, 2006, malnourished, behind After visiting Eva at Camp El Har, Teddy saw what
academically, and ablto speak little English. a difference thMG sponsorship program was having on

In August, 2006, | traveled to Uganda with a shorher. Teddy began to realize that she, too, could have a better
term mission team and met Eva. | was able to see how ttiée. She contacted AMG to ask for help in turning her life
AMG sponsorship program was giving Eva a better futuraround.
through nutritious meals, education, medical care, and Karen shared her testimony with Teddy, telling her
teaching ler about the love of Christ. It was evident that thew much God loved her and that sto®, could
care and nurturing of a good home environment was greattperience a new life by asking God into her heart. Teddy
contributing to her physical, spiritual, emotional, and replied, fAAfter seeing all t
educational growth and development. Within six monthsh ow can | say no?0 Teddy t he
she was catching up on her studieas learning to speak her as she accepted Christ into her life. It truly was a
English, was in better health, and had turned her life oveblessed moment
the Lord. | returned home with mixed emotions and a
burden for Eva, her mother, and their situation. | was to Impact on community

discover that this was the beginning of a much bigger plan We believe that God has a plan for Teddy and Eva
that God had for our sponsorship. that will also impact their communities. We are praying that
Back home | shar ed Ev avwhatGadthasdone imthetr lives mill bea testimony for all

Karen and daughter Alyson. Karen especially felt a burdéa see. Eva is becoming a leader in her school, church, and
to help Evabds mother. We ocavedet hat GathpwbBUIl Hawor Wei

both her and Evads | i ves. thaNerdwaill be strengtpeaed and that shea willlbbtGmeab o L
Eva and hemother, and asked if there could be a way to beacon in a community that is not necessarily friendly
hel p Evabés mot her. toward the Gospel. She has the potential to witness to many

people about Godds grace.
Impact on family
Il n May, 2007, AMG t ol dimpastortthe aponsdtsv a 6 s mot her
wanted to start a retail business. We forwarded funds to
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Five years ago, | never dreamed that God would These are just some of the impacts that &l chi
open up so much to us from one AMG child sponsorshipsponsorship can have. The ripple effect of a child
child sponsorship and shagrm mission trips have allowedsponsorship can reach out in many ways!

us to make very rewarding connections with people in small Originally published irPulpit Helps January 2008.
villages inUganda, their churches, pastors, leaders and
projects. My family agrees that a piece of our hearts Dean Houser is a corrections officer from Sinclairville,

remains in Uganda. Wedve bee Newbvark Beamandhisiamiyy hade particgdted in ¢
canét wait to return to wor kumaraud tripaiogasda through AME Ineernaianal.i 1

Book Reviews

Thieves in the Temple: The Christian Church and the  function of the Church rather than as side effects of its

Selling of theAmerican Sou] G. Jeffrey MacDonald, fundamentally spiritual reality, and his solutions to the
2010, Basic Books, New York, ISBN 9780465009329, 24ffoblems he describes depend more on humart &fiom
pages, $24.95, hardcover. divine intervention.

Still, Thieveshits close enough to the mark that, as

| am always wary of books that arrive on my desk was reading, the Lord moved me to put it aside and repent
from secular publishing houses. More often than not, theof the myriad ways | exalt my own comfort over His glory
titles they want ustoreviewear A Chr i st i a n 0eadhday.l suppese io thdt sense, the strongest eritiqu
using the religious angle as a veneer for social and politicaluld offer of this book is that it had to come from the
issues. Such books are, at best, useless and, at worst, mainstream. It is to our shame that Christian publishers
deliberately destabilizing to the faith. Every once in a whife;ho, unfortunately, can be near the heart of the problems
however, something worthwhile slips through. MacDonald engages) have not found a book like this worth

Thieves in the Tempigs the most recent such gem.printing.
With measured candor, MacDonald (a freelance journalist
and United Church of Christ clergyman) addresses the Justin Lona

decline of moral and spiritual authority in todayo6s /
Chur ch, tr aci nanbrace of thewiderh e Ta@bt.uAll/Rabtdrss

cultureds creeds of <consuType: Charchcultirendi vi dual i s m,
victimhood, and passivity. Take: Recommended (with cautions)

MacDonald examines and deconstructs the
consumer culture of the Church and exposes it for the pile
of dry bones it is. He reminds pastors of their respoiityibil The Unquenchable Flame: Discovering the Heart of the
not to be fAirelevant o or aRefoomatinmMichael Reayes, 2010, 8 & H Bublishéng,
challenging to churchgoers. Christian leaders, he says, Nashville, Tenn., ISBN 9781433669316, 207 pages,
should be leading, not entertaining or offering therapy. $14.99, softcover.
Appeal ing to Chr i-aultu@saninisttyor oughly co t e
he urges readers not to confoto the world (or even to be il did thing. ThMartiwwor d
only superficially Adiffekuhert 0), but to be sacrificiz:
disciplined, and committed to a higher road where self is The Unquenchable Flamg undoubtedly a book
denied more often than indulged. MacDonald openly f or every Christiands | i brar
wonders what will become of the Church in this country breaking new ground, Michael Reeves has written a
when he consumerist juggernaut finally grinds to a halt captivating primer on the history surraling the Protestant
leaving a bankrupt shell of belief in its wake. Reformation of the 16century. Its appeal lies in the

The book is not without some significant flaws. storytelling it reads like an engaging storybook, yet is not
MacDonal déds reasoning at demearirgy toseasoned histobans. In fddt, itsgpresentatiom a t
doesndét fully und,avelwilimdo mdkesthd realer who is gamiljar wittesome of the
be far more than simply a radical teacher). Other times, H&formers want to revisit Church history in even enor
wording and choice of examples exposes a politically  detail.
liberal undercurrent to his views, and he egeneralizes Reevesd approach takes u.
the very diverse array of church traditions within and other important figures of the time and follows them
evangelical Protestastn. He tends to describe developinghrough their various theological transformations while
and maintaining a moral fiber in society as the primary reporting on their followers and also the fierce opposition

un r
no
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from powerhungrychu ¢ h hi er ar ¢ hi e s .Cal¥eor tiledrefamation. Thissnauldenake an excellent

the discussion on purely historical plane, however, delvimgsource for high school studentsanyone who is seeking

into the crucial theological issues at the core of the to better understand the foundation of Reformation

Reformation. He points out that the whole movement  theology.The Unquenchable Flaneaptures the heart of

centered on the doctrine of justification by faith atbieke t hese Ref or mer s whose passi c

Reformers challenged a Roman Catholic Church which Truth. This, they believed, would lead to God revealing to

(and does stil]l of ficial | Migpedplehednbiblipal atitude®and pnaetieed founa r g «

works to complete Goddés wamokgstthém. Bheoligh this history, Réeves tedthes af a ¢ ¢

Scriptureds teaching t hat powdrfullessdn@rshove God cam dhangedeadslammdraaionm:

worthy. in obedience will follow and makes a good effort to pass the
These men who Reeweletails were not your torch of Godbés trnuth to the

typical Christians; they were radicals (despite the fact that

many of them would probably not claim such a label, = Rachel Lonas

saying rather that they were simply being true to Goc

Word), and this book clearly shows how their lives Target: All
irrevocablychanged the course of the Church and historyTagpe: Church History
a whole. Take: Highly Recommended

The book is beautifully accessible, especially to
those who have little or no knowledge of Luther, Zwingli,

Sermon Help® From SermonHall.com

SermonOutline lllustration s
Leaving, Leaning, Living, Looking Obediencé® The Gateway to Knowledge
1 Thessalonians 1 Romans 12:3
Intro: It is in this chapter that St. Paul expresses his It is difficult to tell which is more important, the
gratitude to God for the faith, hope, and love of the proclamation of the grace of God or submission to the Lord
Christians at Thessalonica. Jesus Christ, since the two are so interrelated.
I. The Evidencef Their Faith (1 Thess. 1:3) Anne Sullivan, who tutored young Helen Keller
A. It was the right faith (Eph. 2;8). who was deaf, blindand unable to speagaid,fil saw
B. It was receptive faith (1 Thess. 1:6; 2:13). clearly that it was useless to try to teach her language or
C. It was a responsive faith (1 The&s9). anything else until she learned to obey me. | have thought
Il. The Expressio of Their Love (1 Thes4.:3, 9) about it a great deal, and the more | think, the more certain |

A. Their service to God was prompted by love. am that obedience is the gateway through which
B. The furnished gnamic:fithe love of Chrisi(2  knowledge, yes, ahlove, too, enter the mind of a chad.

Cor. 5:1; Rom. 5:5). Anonymous
C. The faithful declaration (1 Thess. 1:8).
D. The fruitful demonstration (l Thess. 1B Worshipping the Preacher
lll. The Expectancy of Their Hop€l Thess. 1:310 Acts 17:2021

A. Their hope was built on a miraculous provision:
fiThe resurrection of our Lord Jesus Chrisb
B. Their hope was based on a mighty preservatioei1ce h
fiDelivers us from the wrath to coroe
C. Their hgpe was blessed with a marvelous
prospectfiThe promise of the return of our
Lord Jesus Chsto (1 Thess. 4:138; Titus
2:11-13).
Conclusion: Let us be faithful to the will of God, the work
of God, and the Word of God.

Henry Ward Beecher, the famous pulpit orator,
ad to be absent and his brother was invited to speak
for him. The church house was crowded, but when it
became evident the eloquent Henry Beecher was not going
to appear, many started to leaBeecheds brother was not
disturbed. He stood up before the murmuring crowd, called
for silence and saidiAll who came this morning to worship
Henry W. Beecher may now leave. The rest will remain and
worship Godd
Emest C. Ferguson What are we doing in our assemblies? Some, like
the Athenians, come only to hear the preacher say
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fisomething (Acts 17:20, 21)fils it relevant®iils it When you invite trouble, it is usually quité accept.
positived Are mental guidlines used in judging sermons?

Some attend to judge the singing, the prayers, orMen who pray much, bray little.
friendliness of the congregation. Theseayvay with a host
of criticisms, perhaps, or even pride, but worship has bed$e patient with the faults of othesterall, they have to be
forgotten. patient with yours.

Why do we gather for worship? Some coméget
it over with for a weeg; to get their tickets validated once Learn to pause or nothivgorthwhilecan catch up with you
more. But those who come because they need strength in These six viarhe Old Union Reminder
carrying their crossdanow the value of true worship.

Worship has nothing to do with the song leader off he thing which makes ehurch or assembly to be
the talent of the preacher. It has to do with you and your nhoteworthy and exemplary is its focus upon eternity.
God. Let people do what they will to please themselves. Dan Powers

fiThe rest will remain and worship G0 _
Anonymous Neither shame nor be ashamed of the gospel of our Lord

Jesus Christ.

Bulletin Inserts

On Christian Behavior There lives no saint without a past or sinner whil have

a future.

Right is right if nobody does it and wrong is wrong even if These two fronR. Whitson Seaman

everybody does it If your Christianityisn@ contagious, it may be

Mature believers should use their strength to undergird, ﬁgptammated.

overpower. Chester H. Johnson

Christianity is not a system of doctrine, but a new creature.
John Newton

News Updat® 4/12/10

Pakistani Christians Call for Repeal of Blasphemy The U.S. National Vital Statistics Report showed

Laws that the U.S. birth rate dropped in 2008 to 2.08 births per
AssistNews Serviceeports that a Pakistani woman, below the 2.1 level ried to replace the

Christian rights group is again calling for the repeal of ~Ppopulation.The report indicas that the birth rate had

Pakistads blasphemy laws. surpassed replacement level for 2006 and 2007, after having

Riaz Anjum Masih, Chairman of the Pakistan ~ been below replacement since 1972.
Christian Movement (PCM), has urged Pakistani Christians ~ The drop in 2008 follows a period of growth, with
to launch a united effort for scrapping of all discriminatoryertility in 2007 reaching its highest point in two decades.
laws against minorities. He also called for repeal of thosel he country saw 4.2 iiiion births, down from 4.3 million
sections of the constitution whietlegedly discriminate  the year before.

against religious minorities. The decline included a 2% drop in births among

fiAlthough the constitution of Pakistan is teenage girls, which had been on the rise the two previous
unanimously agreedpon, the Christians and other years, with 41.5 births per 1,000 teens aged 15 to 19. The
religious minorities have some reservations abasitid ~ birth rate for women in their twentiethe main
Masih. Masih alleged that only Muslims can attaigh childbearing years, fell 2 to 3 percent, but the rate for
posts in government currently, while Christians are women aged 4@4 increased 4% to 9.9 births per 1,000
underrepresented in the national assembly. women, the highest since 1967.

Religion Today Summaries While the reasons for the decline are unclear, the

Washington Postuggests that the drop islied tothe

U.S.Fertility Rate Drops below Replacement Level €conomic recessiofihey cite a study from the Pew
U.S. births dropped 2% in 2008, bringing the Research Center indicating that the birthrate fell more in
countryds fertility rate below rplacement level, new states that were more heavily affectediiy recession, and
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that found 14% of Amerens aged 18 to 34 and 8% aged Personhood Mississippi, a client of Liberty
35 to 44 had chosen to postpone birth due to the recessi@ounsel, worked to gather 130,000 signatures for the
LifeSiteNews 89,285 needed to place the amendment on the ballot.
The amendment read® he termdpersordor

Radical Iran Growing More Christian ¢personéshall include every human being from the

Mission News Networkeports that Christianity is moment of fertilization, cloning or the functional equivalent
growing in Iran, even as the governrtigimgenda grows  thereofo
more radical. fiMedical science unequivocally establishes the

fiThere has been a continual movement not to bapersonhood of the child from conceptionofrthe moment
down and to continue moving forward with their Islamic of fertilization, the unborn child is genetically uniqoie,
agenda) evangelist Sammy Tippit said of the governmentstated Liberty Council in a press release announcing the
fiThe church has continued to grow, although it has becob@lot authorizationiiBut under Roe v. Wade, they still do
muchmore difficult for the church. We continue this year twt have the right to life, even up to the moment of liirth.
receive reports of people who are being arregted. In order to point out the similarities between

Some Christians have been released, but that dggrenatal and postnatal children, Personhood Mississippi is
not point to increased freedom, he séltiseems to me thatnow focusing their grassroots efforts on educating the
everything is moving toward some Kinf boiling pointd  public to the realities of fetal development and abortion.

Even with this kind of persecution, however, Tippit fiThe legal hurdles erected by thegislature and the
believesitheras no place in all of the Middle East that is dttorney General have been enormous, yet the people of the
receptive to the Gospel as Iran. great state of Mississippi have overcome them all and given

Religion Today Summariesvoice to the voicelesssaid Steve Crampton, Vice
President of Legal Affairs and General Counsel of Liberty

Ex-Muslim Teen Seeks U.S. Refuge to Avoid CounselfiWe look forward to a historic victory for the
Deportation unborn and stand ready to defend this amendment against

TheWashington Timeseports that Rifga Bary, qll those_ who would see_k to undermine the fundamental
who fled her Muslim parenddirome in Ohio last year after right to life for the most innocent amongas.
her conversion to Christianity, remains in fear of LifeSiteNews
deportation. . )
Her attorney told a judge Monday that theyear ~ Scotland: Street Preacher Fined for @lling
old is being blocked by her Muslim parefrism fighting ~ Homosexuality a Sin
the possibility of deportation. Rifga has been in foster care Christian Todayreports that an American street
for months, but is an illegal immigrant, along with her  preacher faces a £1,000 fine for allegedly stating that
family, from Sri Lanka. She maintains her fear of harm if homosexual€deserve the wrath of Gad.
she is forced to return to the Muslim Sta-te. Shawn H0|es’ 47’ was preach"‘]g in GlangW
Her attorney has &ed for a special order that ity centre on March 18 when a gay cougbéed him
would allow Rifga to apply for special immigration status a question about homosexuality. He was later charged

without her parentconsent. Franklin County Juvenile ith disturbing the peace and slapped with the fine.

Court Judge Elizabeth Gill will hold a hearing on the matter :
next month. Rifqa and her parents are undergoing tIgloles plead guilty to the charge because he wanted to

individual counseling with the goal of reconciliation, but 9€t back to the U.S., where his father is in hospice.
they will not meet in person for some time. According toChristian Todaythe case has

Religion Today Summariedisturbed even gay rights advocates like Peter Tatchell,
who called the finédisproportionate. Holelawyer,

Personhood Amendment Qualified forMiss. Ballot Tony Kelly of the Christian Institute, had advised

Personhood Mississippi has enough certified votaqoles to challenge the charg@his case raises
signatures to ensure a spot ba November 2011 ballot, important issues about the in@cé between the
according to Mississippi Secretary of State Delbert criminal law in Scotland, freedom of speech and
Hosemann. religious freedony Kelly said.

Religion Today Summaries
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Puzzlesandd Toons

Churc

h hy Joe MaKseever

“JANE, T WAS FINE FOR
YOU TO TAKE A VACATION

LAST WEEK, JUSGT

LONG

i

AS

AS NYou DON'T EVER
DO \T AGAIN

SELEVEN 0'CLOCK, PREACHER. PUT
UP OR SRUT 'UP.”

Answers t

ANSWERS

. Clean (Lev. 11:22).

. Unclean (Lev. 11:4).
. Unclean (Lev. 11:13).
. Clean (Deut. 14:5).

. Clean (Deut. 14:5).

. Clean (Lev. 11:22).

Unclean (Lev. 11:6)
Unclean (Lev. 11:16).
Clean (Lev. 14:4).

Unclean (Deut. 14:18).

ast i

ACROSTIC #46: ANSWERS

COLOSSIANS (4:6) — “Let your
speech be alway with grace, seasoned
with salt, that ye may know how ye
ought to answer every man.”

FERCNROAEIETOR R

PEEKABOO
EASY
CHATTY
OUTWARD
LAWYER
OVERWHELM
STORY
SYNTYCHE
ITHMAH
AGATE
NEWSONG
SWEETWINE
HAUL

ssueobs

puzzl es:

Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham
By Mark Oshman
Originally published irPulpit Helps June 1995

On next page



' Page20
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 7, 4/12/2010f Printer-Friendly Version

HIDDEN WISDOM: BIBLE ACROSTIC # 47
BY MARK A. OSHMAN

Solve the acrostic by using the clues listed below to guess the words and by transferring the letter above each
number to its appropriate place in the diagram. The result will be a Scripture verse of admonition, comfort, or
instruction. Further, the initial letters of the answers will contain the name of the book from which the verse was

taken.Happy hunting!

HAPPY SOLVING!!

3F |4B 5C |[6E [7A |8D 91 |10L |11C 12H [13L | 14K
16F | 171 [18E 19J (20D |21F [22H 23G |24L 25F | 26C [27A

30H [31G 32D [33C [34) 35G [36K 37E [38L [39C

41F | 42) [43D 44A | 45B | 46C 47K | 48L | 49G 50B | 51A
53K [54H | 551 |[56G 57L | S8E [S59H [60J |61A 62F |63E

661 | 67E 68B | 69G |70K 7TIE |72A 73G |74)

75L |76H |77C [ 78D 79) |SOE |81H |82D |83F |84l




