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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Sign of the Cross: The Two Key Relationships of the Faith 
By Joe McKeever

 
They came to Jesus with two things on their minds. 

They sincerely wanted to know how He would answer their 

question; if in the process they could trip Him up, so much 

the better. 

ñTeacher, which is the greatest commandment in 

the law?ò (Matt. 22:36). 

Jesus replied, ñYou shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mindò (Matt. 22:37). He was quoting from Deuteronomy 

6:5, a verse known, loved, and memorized by every faithful 

Jew. 

You can almost see how the exchange went from 

there. ñGood answer,ò the questioner might have said as he 

was walking away. ñAnd the second one is a lot like it,ò 

Jesus called after him. ñSecond one? Did anyone hear us 

asking the Lord what was the second greatest 

commandment? I didnôt, did you? Whatôs going on here?ò 

As the man turned back to the Lord, Jesus said, 

ñYou shall love your neighbor as yourselfò (Matt. 22:39), a 

far less familiar verse taken from Leviticus 19:18. With this 

word, the Lord Jesus sent a message down through the 

centuries to His people of every generation: God will not 

allow us to turn the Christian faith into a vertical, ñme-and-

Jesus-onlyò kind of thing. My relationship with Jesus Christ 

provides salvation. My relationship with other people 

proves my salvation. 

Vertical and horizontalðthe sign of the cross; the 

perfect symbol of the Christian faith. This dual relationship 

which Jesus commands is taught all through Scripture. 

ñIf we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, 

His Son, purifies us from all sinò (1 John 1:7). ñAnyone who 

claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the 

darknessò (1 John 2:9). ñIf anyone says, óI love God,ô yet 

hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not 

love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom 

he has not seen. And he has given us this command: 

Whoever loves God must also love his brotherò (1 John 

4:20-21). 

Pretty clear, isnôt it? It reminds us of something the 

Lord said in the Upper Room just hours before His arrest, 

trial and crucifixion: ñA new commandment I give you: 

Love one another. As I have loved you, you must love one 

another. By this shall all men know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one anotherò (John 13:34-35). 

 All right, is everyone clear on this? Salvation is a 

matter of repenting of our sin and putting faith and trust in 

the Lord Jesus Christ (see John 3:16, et al.). Thereafter, we 

will want to work on deepening that relationship with Him. 

This involves learning His teachings, obeying them, and 

spending time each day in the basic Christian disciplines of 

prayer and study and meditation. But it doesnôt stop there. 

Salvation is lived out among people, not in the 

remote desert somewhere. Jesus commands us to be salt and 

light in this world (Matt. 5:13-14). We are to let the light of 

our newfound faith shine before people in such a way that 

they will want what the Lord has to offer (Matt. 5:16). But 

we donôt like it that way. Something about the perverse 

nature of the human heart insists that we can violate this 

order and separate the two. 

Some want their Christian faith to be a private thing 

between themselves and the Lord with no one else 

involved. ñMe and Jesus Got Our Own Thing Goinôò was 

the offensive title of a country gospel song from my 

childhood. A step above this was the one titled ñJesus and 

Me.ò Slightly above that one came ñMy God and I.ò These 

are half-truths. It is absolutely essential that each of us have 

a relationship of love and devotion to Jesus Christ. But we 

cannot leave others out of the picture. The Christian faith is 

not a private thing.  

History is saturated with stories of powerful men 

and women who gave eloquent testimony to their faith in 

Jesus while owning slums, running industries with horrible 

working conditions, and treating their employees like 

slaves. In fact, some actually did own slaves. 

Did they see no contradiction in the way they 

treated their brother and the faith in Jesus Christ they 

professed? Sinful man has a fine ability to 

compartmentalize his beliefs. Into this box goes his faith in 

Jesus, into that pigeonhole goes his treatment of his 

employees, and never the twain shall meet. 
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Then, there are those who see the Christian faith as 

the opposite, as being all about ñloving my neighborò and 

little if anything about a relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ. 

ñAfter all,ò they insist, ñall religions are about love. 

What Jesus wanted was for us all to love each other.ò 

The liberal wing of the Christian church is more 

likely to buy into this heresy. The fundamentalist wing is 

more likely to go for the ñJesus-and-me-onlyò fallacy. Both 

are perversions of the Lordôs teachings. Love Jesus Christ; 

love your neighbor as yourself. That couplet sums it up (as 

Jesus Himself said in Matt. 22:40).  

Now, the question becomes, what does it mean to 

love Jesus and what does it mean to love others? This is the 

ñso what?ò of the sermon. (Every sermon is composed of 

two parts: ñwhat?ò and ñso what?ò The first is the theology, 

the doctrine, and the second gives the application. Neither is 

complete without the other.)  

What does it mean to love Jesus? Maybe to feel a 

strong affection toward Him, to get all goose-bumpy even 

thinking of Him? Nope. Not even close. Let Him answer 

the question for Himself. The following statements are all 

from Jesusô Upper Room Discourse, His final words to the 

disciples before heading out for Gethsemane and His 

rendezvous with destiny, so to speak: ñIf you love me, you 

will obey what I commandò (John 14:15). ñWhoever has my 

commandments and obeys them, he is the one who loves 

meò (John 14:21). ñIf anyone loves me, he will obey my 

teachingò (John 14:23). ñHe who does not love me does not 

obey my teachingò (John 14:24). ñIf you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my loveò (John 15:10). ñYou 

are my friends if you do what I commandò (John 15:14). 

After six statements of the same pointðto love 

Jesus means to obey Him!ðit should be pretty clear what it 

means to love Jesus.  

A half-century ago, Frederick Speakman wrote a 

book by the title of one of the sermons inside: ñLove is 

Something You Do.ò I bought the book for its title. That 

principle is one of the great assertions of Scripture. 

Christians are to cease thinking of love the way the world 

does, as a sentimentality which we fall into and fall out of. 

Love is an action. If we love someone, we are to do loving 

things for them. 

What kind of loving things? With Jesus, we are to 

obey Him. Nothing elseðno amount of prayers, offerings, 

or self-mutilationsðis acceptable as a substitute. Itôs 

obedience or nothing. 

Paul said, ñFor this purpose I wrote to you that I 

might know the proof of you, whether you are obedient in 

all thingsò (2 Cor. 2:9).  

Thatôs how we are to love Jesus. But how are we to 

love one another? What actions will that call for? In Luke 

6:27 and following, the Lord instructs His disciples to love 

their enemies. He specifically calls for four actions: do 

good to them, bless them, pray for them, and give to them. I 

call these the four most basic acts of love. 

We carry out these four actions all the time to 

everyone with whom we are in a loving relationship (i.e., 

children, sweethearts, spouses, siblings, parents, 

grandchildren, etc.). We do good things for them, we bless 

them with our words, we pray Heavenôs blessings upon 

them, and we give to them. 

Now, in the case of people we are in loving 

relationships with, we do far more than these four. We may 

hug them, kiss them, hold hands, go for long walks 

together, and sweet-talk each other. We are not required, 

however, to do any of those things for our enemies or our 

neighbors. For them, we are to do good, bless, pray, and 

giveðthe four most basic acts of love.  

The fascinating thing about this is that when we do 

those acts of love, regardless of how we are personally 

feeling about it, the emotion of love often follows. We find 

ourselves deeply caring about the person weôve been 

treating with love. Once again, the world intrudes here to 

stop this in its tracks. We learn from the world around us 

that ñif Iôm not feeling it, itôs hypocritical.ò Ever heard 

that? I have. In fact, Iôve probably said it. 

I can recall forcing myself to drive across town to 

visit some disgruntled church member who had been 

brutalizing me with his slanderous attacks. And now, 

theyôve had a death in the family or some other serious 

problem, and they need a pastor. Ministering to them as a 

pastor was the hardest thing I ever did. But I ordered myself 

to get in the car, drive to their house and walk inside. 

Invariably, on the way home, I was elated. The joy was so 

thick, so solid, you could have sacked it up and weighed it 

on the scales.  

Feelings are irrelevant. In fact, they are often our 

worst enemy. We will do ourselves an immense favor the 

day we rescue our spiritual lives from bondage to our 

emotions. Feelings are nice. We all enjoy the sensation of 

feeling loved and feeling happy. No one likes to feel bad. 

But those emotions are fickle and have led many astray. We 

must be the master of our emotions, and that means making 

ourselves do the right thing regardless of how we feel about 

it. 

Ever stir in the bed on a Monday morning and say, 

ñI donôt feel like going to school today,ò ñI just donôt feel 

like going to work,ò or the like? Weôve all done that. And 

what did we do? We got out of bed, got dressed, and went 

on. An hour after we arrived, we were doing just fine. We 

make ourselves do the right thing. Thatôs what maturity 

does. Immaturity stays in the bed and sleeps through class 

and loses that job. 

Most Christians I know believe itôs important to 

cultivate the relationship with Jesus through prayer, 

worship, Bible study, and such. Letôs not forget to cultivate 

the relationship with our brothers and sisters in the church. 
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This will involve studying together, praying together, 

playing and working alongside each other. And sometimes 

it involves just hanging out. 

For the pharisaical nature of some of us, this will 

seem like so much time wasted. But we must learn to 

rebuke that sinful, carnal voice within us that would cut us 

off from the people we are commanded to love the most. 

This is not an option. We are under orders. 

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from 

New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at 

www.joemckeever.com.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically Speakingðby Spiros Zodhiates 
 

Healing and Worship  
Matthew 15:21-31 
 

From The Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, 

AMG Publishers, 2006. 

[21] Jesus then crossed into the regions of Tyre and 

Sidon in Phoenicia. These two mostly heathen cities were 

only twenty-one miles apart. It was the Tyrenians who 

furnished the timber for Solomonôs Temple and other great 

buildings of Jerusalem. The cedars of Lebanon were floated 

some eighty-five miles from Tyre to Joppa and from there 

taken to Jerusalem. During Jesusô ministry, He visited this 

populous and thriving city, and people came from there to 

hear Him (See Luke 6:17; 10:13, 14, et al.). Paul also spent 

seven days at Tyre (Acts 21:3, 4) on one occasion. 

[22] A Canaanite woman then approached Jesus, 

ñAnd, behold (idoú [2400], the imperative middle of eídǾ 

from eídon, the aorist of horáǾ [3708], to see and perceive 

with emphasis on perception), a woman of Canaan came 

out of the same coasts and cried to Him, saying, Have 

mercy (eléǛsón, the aorist imperative of eleéǾ [1653], to be 

merciful) on me, O Lord (kúrie, the vocative singular of 

kúrios [2962], master), You son of David; my daughter is 

being demonized badlyò (a.t.). 

Mark calls this woman a Syrophoenician (Mark 

7:26) and records that Jesus had entered a house near the 

border away from the suspicious, watchful eyes of the 

public, though this was impossible (Mark 7:24). 

The aorist imperative indicates that the womanôs 

request was for immediate help. Her daughter was ñbeing 

demonized,ò the passive voice highlighting a demonôs 

active oppression from which only the Lord could rescue. 

The womanôs attitude was entirely different from that of the 

Jews (Matt. 15:1ï20). She had a need, and she believed 

Jesus had the power to cast out the demon, something He 

had done on other occasions (Matt. 4:24, 8:16, et al). 

 Note the faith of this ñ[stranger] from the covenants 

of promiseò (Eph. 2:12). First, her request implied that she 

believed Jesus was merciful (eleǛmǾn [1655], 

compassionate), even beyond Jewish borders. Second, when 

she addressed Him as ñLord,ò she implied His lordship over 

demonic realms. She certainly believed He was the anointed 

Son of God. The aorist tense of ñhave mercyò shows she 

believed Jesus could immediately do something to meet her 

daughterôs crisis. She also called Him ñson of David,ò 

acknowledging not just His deity but His fulfillment of 

prophecy that the Messiah would come from the seed of 

David. 

[23] ñBut he answered her not (ouk, the absolute 

ónotô) a word.ò Jesusô silence was intentional, but we are 

not given the reason. However, we can deduce that the Lord 

has His perfect time, ñHis hourò to save. We cannot rush 

Him, no matter how frantic (like the woman) we are. 

The disciples took this silence as a cue that He did 

not want the woman around. ñSend her away (apóluson, the 

aorist imperative of apolúǾ [630], to dismiss, release) 

because (hóti [3754]) she cries behind usò (a.t.). They 

assumed that the woman was becoming a nuisance to the 

Lord. 

[24] ñBut he answeredòðnot the disciples but the 

woman, for two reasons. First, the disciples already knew 

that Jesus had come only for the ñlost sheep of the house of 

Israelò because He had commanded such in Matthew 10:5. 

They knew she was a Gentile, and this was only consistent 

with what He had already commanded them. Second, the 

woman responded to Jesusô answer, not the disciples, 

implying that Jesus was looking at her when He spoke. 

This restriction to ñthe lost sheep of the house of 

Israelò was obviously not absolute, and Jesus wanted to 

teach His disciples this lesson. True, He came initially to 

the house of Israel. But not everyone in Israel is a ñlost 

sheepò as is evident from those verses that state that the 

Lord saves every one of His sheep. Of the hundred sheep 

that He has, the ninety and nine are safely in the fold, and 

He goes after the one remaining (Matt. 18:12, et al). Thus, 

they are not all lost sheep, only those ñwho believe not, 

because ye [i.e., ótheyô] are not of my sheepò (John 10:26). 

And since ñlost sheepò is a broader class than ñthe 

house of [physical] Israel,ò it may extend to the Gentiles of 

His people as well, ñAnd other sheep I have, which are not 

of this fold: them also I must (deí [1163], not moralðas if 

God ñobeysòðbut preordained necessity) bring, and they 

http://www.joemckeever.com/
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shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one 

shepherdò (John 10:16). 

Paul goes to great theological lengths in the book of 

Romans to prove that God intended to extend His kingdom 

to the Gentiles (Rom. 9ð11) during a period of what he 

calls ña partial hardeningò (Rom. 11:25) of Israel: ñThey 

are not all Israel, which are of Israelò (Rom. 9:6). 

Logically, this statement can be interpreted two ways. 

Either an elect, spiritual Israel is totally within natural Israel 

(i.e., Israel according to the flesh), or the two classes 

intersect like rings. The latter case fits Paulôs subsequent 

argument for the incorporation of Gentiles among which he 

describes Israel as: ñHe is not a Jew, which is one 

outwardlyò (Rom. 2:28). If the house of spiritual Israel 

extends beyond natural Israel, even Jesusô original words do 

not exclude Gentiles. 

[25] Ignorant of Jesusô plan to offer salvation to the 

entire world but cognizant of an accepting, even inviting, 

tone in His voice, the woman repeated her plea: ñLord, help 

me!ò ñThen came she and worshipped (prosek¼nǛsen, MT, 

the aorist tense of proskun®Ǿ [4352] from prós [4314], 

toward; and kun®Ǿ [n.f.], to kiss, the aorist signifying a 

momentary act; or prosekúnei, [in TR, UBS, Nestleôs Text], 

the imperfect of the same verb, implying a continuing act) 

him.ò In either case, the woman apparently fell on her face 

and kissed Jesusô feet. 

Notice the personal pronoun moi (me). This should 

not be understood as a self-centered request at the expense 

of her daughter. She clearly identified with her daughter; 

her daughterôs torment was her own. (Note the close 

connection: ñHelp me. . . . My daughter is demonizedò (v. 

22; a.t.). 

[26] Still, Jesus tested the womanôs faith, ñIt is not 

(ouk) good (kalón, the accusative of kalós [2570]) to take 

(labeín, the aorist infinitive of lambánǾ [2983]; the aorist 

means ñat this time,ò not generally) the bread of the 

children (t®knǾn [5043]) and to cast (baleín, the aorist 

infinitive of bállǾ [906]) it to the little dogs (kunaríois 

[2952])ò (a.t.). 

The root Greek noun k¼Ǿn (n.f.) is a house or 

domestic dog, but the diminutive kunárion, used here in the 

plural, is a small dog or puppy that kisses its masterôs 

handðthus the connection with the verb kunéǾ. The verb 

proskunéǾ, therefore, has come to mean ñto worship,ò to be 

thankful in the way a dog expresses its humble gratitude the 

only way it knows how. Three New Testament synonyms 

for proskunéǾ include sébomai (to revere, with its 

associative noun sébas [n.f.], respect, and verb sebázomai 

[4573]), eusebéǾ ([2151], to show piety, worship), and 

latre¼Ǿ ([3000], to serve). 

The Greek term translated ñdogsò here, therefore, 

does not include the negative connotation it can today (i.e., 

ñgone to the dogsò). Moreover, the fact that the childrenôs 

bread is not appropriate for loving puppies does not mean 

the puppies do not have their own proper food, either. We 

have to be careful that we do not put a harsh tone in Jesusô 

mouth from the word ñdogsò itself. 

[27] The woman persisted: ñTruth (naí [3483], yes), 

Lord: yet (actually two words: kaí, also; and gár, for) the 

dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their mastersô 

table.ò  

In Greek there are two words which mean ñyes.ò 

Málista ([3122], the superlative adverb of mála (n.f.), very, 

mostly, especially). The other word, used here, is naí. What 

is the difference? Málista is an adverb of comparison that 

admits of degrees like good, better, and best, or possible, 

probable, and certain. Naí, on the other hand, is an adverb 

of affirmation that excludes degrees by definition. This is 

why the Lord said, ñLet your yes (naí) be yes and your no 

(ou) no; for whatever is more than this is evilò (Matt. 5:37, 

a.t.). 

The womanôs naí, therefore, was an absolute assent 

to the Lordôs teaching; she had no doubt that what He had 

said was true. From here, she could only risk inquiring 

whether this teaching, while nothing but the truth, was the 

whole truth. Note that she used neither the Greek 

adversative dé or allá, ñbutò, to contradict the Lord, but 

rather kaí gár, meaning ñfor alsoò (i.e., in addition). She 

now suggested a derivative truth, not a denial of the 

original. In addition to the fact that bread was not cast to 

dogs, the dogs still benefit from crumbs that ñkeep falling 

(pipt·ntǾn, the present participle of píptǾ [4098], to fall) 

from their masterôs tableò (a.t.). 

[28] At this response, Jesus commended the 

woman, ñO woman, great is thy faith: be it (genǛthǛtǾ, the 

aorist passive imperative of gínomai [1096], to become) 

unto thee even as thou wilt (théleis, the present tense of 

th®lǾ [2309], to desire). Jesusô ñbe itò was not the wishful 

thinking of a pastoral benediction but a decree, as in, ñLet 

there be (genǛthǛtǾ) light, and there became (egéneto) 

lightò (Gen. 1:3, LXX ). The devil himself could not retain 

the demon inside this young girl once Jesus had spoken. 

And so we read, ñAnd her daughter was made whole from 

that very hour.ò 

 [29] Jesus now left the region of Tyre and Sidon in 

Phoenicia and ñcame near unto the Sea of Galilee.ò He was 

acquainted with a certain mountain there, perhaps the one 

where He had encountered the devil at the beginning of His 

ministry (Matt. 4:8). This too may have been the one on 

which He had taught the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1; 8:1). 

[30, 31] Here great multitudes, we are told, ñcast 

downò (érripsan, the aorist tense of rhíptǾ [4496], to throw 

or let down) their sick before Jesus: the lame, blind, deaf, 

unable to speak, maimed, and others.  

The verb rh²ptǾ is more often associated with 

throwing away or scattering refuse rather than with letting 

down. Consequently, the scenario is not very pleasant, and 

it vividly contrasts with Jesusô compassionate healing of the 

victims. These were not necessarily sick relatives but 

outcasts, rejects, beggars, those that society, represented by 
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the multitude, had disowned. Throwing someone down on 

the ground is a sampling of the worst type of humiliation. 

But as Paul concluded, maybe partly from this very 

scene, ñWho will reject what God elects?ò (Rom. 8:33, a.t.). 

The Lord Jesus restored these castaways completely and 

permanently as seen in the use of several present 

participles, ñthe dumb speaking (laloúntas, the present 

participle of lal®Ǿ [2980], to speak, break the silence), the 

crippled healthy (hugieís, the accusative plural of hugiǛs 

[5199], healthy ones), the lame walking (peripatoúntas, the 

present participle of peripat®Ǿ [4043], to walk), and the 

blind seeing (blépontas, the present participle of bl®pǾ 

[991], to see)ò (a.t.). 

The multitude did not stop with marveling, which 

alone stops short of salvation. The text says, ñThey 

marveled (thaumásai, the aorist infinitive of thaum§zǾ 

[2296], to marvel)éand (kaí) they glorified (edóxasan, the 

aorist tense of dox§zǾ (1392), to ascribe glory; from dok®Ǿ 

[1380], to think, to predicate) the God of Israelò (a.t.). 

Hopefully, the crowd also rethought its responsibilities to 

the helpless.  

To glorify is to subjectively predicate all the 

attributes of God to God, that is, to recognize God as God, 

as He is objectively. This mental cognition causes the 

emotions to burst forth in marvel and awe. One cannot be 

emotionally detached while praising God. Because of the 

Trinitarian relationships, the Father and Son glorify One 

another: ñIf God [the Father] be glorified in Him [the Son], 

God shall also glorify Him [the Son] in Himself [probably 

the Son], and shall straightway glorify Him [the Son]ò 

(John 13:32). At this point, the multitudes most likely 

gloried in God the Father through the Son who performed 

the works. 

 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tennessee for over 40 

years, was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, 

and authored dozens of exegetical books. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Beyond the Veil 
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon
 

ñAnd behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top 

to bottomò (Matt. 27:51a). 

 

No mean miracle was wrought in the rending of so 

strong and thick a veil; but it was not intended merely as a 

display of powerðmany lessons were herein taught us. The 

old law of ordinances was put away, and like a worn-out 

vesture, rent and laid aside. When Jesus died, the sacrifices 

were all finished, because all fulfilled in Him, and therefore 

the place of their presentation was marked with an evident 

token of decay.  

That rent also revealed all the hidden things of the 

old dispensation: the mercy-seat could now be seen, and the 

glory of God gleamed forth above it. By the death of our 

Lord Jesus we have a clear revelation of God, for He was  

ñnot as Moses, who put a veil over his face.ò Life and 

immortality are now brought to light, and things which have 

been hidden since the foundation of the world are manifest 

in Him.  

The annual ceremony of atonement was thus 

abolished. The atoning blood which was once every year 

sprinkled within the veil was now offered once for all by 

the great High Priest, and therefore the place of the 

symbolical rite was broken up. No blood of bullocks or of 

lambs is needed now, for Jesus has entered within the veil 

with His own blood. Hence access to God is now permitted, 

and is the privilege of every believer in Christ Jesus. There 

is no small space laid open through which we may peer at 

the mercy-seat, but the rent reaches from the top to the 

bottom. We may come with boldness to the throne of the 

heavenly grace.  

Shall we err if we say that the opening of the Holy 

of Holies in this marvelous manner by our Lordôs expiring 

cry was the type of the opening of the gates of paradise to 

all the saints by virtue of the Passion? Our bleeding Lord 

hath the key of heaven; He opens and no man shuts; let us 

enter in with Him into the heavenly places, and sit with 

Him there till our common enemies shall be made His 

footstool. 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892), ñthe Prince of 

Preachers,ò was a renowned pastor and author who served 

as pastor of Londonôs Metropolitan Tabernacle for 38 years. 

His works are still widely read today. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If Iôm a Soldier, Whereôs the War?ðPart 6: Battles and Skirmishes 
By Gerald Robison 
 

If spiritual warfare is real, what does it look like?  

When does it happen?  How will we know it?  Letôs begin 

by looking at the different categories of battles that take 

place in the spiritual realm. 

To get an idea of what this combat is like, we will 

examine specific cases from the past. From this we will 

learn how the combat takes place, what kind of warfare we 

can expect and what degree of power we face. To 

understand this better, I like to categorize the various 
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episodes in one of the following groups: Spiritual 

Skirmishes, Spiritual Battles, Pivotal Battles, and Personal 

Battles. 

ñSpiritual Skirmishò I use to describe a small 

encounterðone that has little more than a personal effect.  

That is, the result of this match will have a very small or 

limited range of repercussions. 

The ñSpiritual Battlesò are larger conflicts that can 

affect great numbers of people and destinies. The outcome 

of this match-up will determine the future course of a tribe, 

a city, a nation, or an entire generation. These are 

exceedingly important. 

ñPivotal Battlesò are of such extreme gravity and 

consequence that the future of the entire cosmos and 

creation rests with the victor of this battle. These battles are 

of incredible import and I have found only two listed in 

Scripture. 

The ñPersonal Battlesò are those that each person 

wars with individuallyðthose that are often very ñsecretò, 

those that cause us the most personal shame. I have 

separated this battle from the others because it must be dealt 

with as a separate issue. The other battles mentioned, we 

must know about and understand, but this one, we must 

personally participate in and we need to win. This will be 

discussed in a future issue. 

 

The Skirmishes 

As you recall, these are the battles of narrow 

consequence and are mostly personal. You might remember 

with me such instances as Noahôs episode of drunkenness 

(Gen. 9:20-21), Lotôs living in the gates of Sodom (Gen. 

19), David being tempted to commit adultery (2 Sam. 11), 

Saulôs continuing occasions of disobedience (e.g., 1 Sam. 

28), Peterôs denial of Christ (Luke 22:54-62), the possessed 

approaching Jesus and the disciples (Matt. 8:28-31, et al.), 

and Demasô abandoning of Paul (2 Tim. 4:10). 

Each of these individuals had a struggle with what 

they desired to do and Godôs ideal for them. The results of 

their inclination to sin and the sin itself were certainly a 

battle for each, but they were ones of limited consequence 

and range of repercussions. In many of these episodes the 

spiritual war is within ourselves, that is, we deal with 

temptation and the personal desires of our flesh. 

 

The Battles 

The Spiritual Battles, on the other hand, often had 

long-ranging effects. For instance, remember the occasions 

of Moses in a match with the magicians (Ex. 7:8-13), Aaron 

and Hur needing to lift Mosesô hands to sustain the battle in 

the valley below so it would be in their favor (Ex. 17:11-

13), Elijah withstanding the prophets of Baal and calling 

fire from heaven (1 Kings 18), the killing of the Jewish 

babies in Egypt at Mosesô birth (Ex. 1:22), the killing of the 

Jewish babies after Jesusô birth (Matt. 2:16-18). 

Each of these events held long-ranging effects for 

the people of Israel and were not mere ñmoments in 

history.ò That each of these occurrences, and more, were 

links in the chain of history can be seen in the following 

scenario. 

We saw that at some point in the early history of 

the cosmos, Lucifer led a rebellion in heaven against God.  

His desire was to ñbe like the Most High.ò Until that time, 

he was known as the ñanointed cherub that coversò (Ezek. 

28:14). Apparently, he had great authority and dominion, 

but he was not satisfied with thatðhe wanted more. 

God, upon creating Adam and Eve, gave His new 

creation the dominion and authority over the earth. Satan, 

wanting to pervert and detour Godôs plan through this new 

creature, enticed them to sin. However, in this attack and 

counter-attack in the spiritual realms, God sustains a hope 

that His plan will not be subverted. He promises to this 

sinful couple that He will send a seed of the woman to 

redeem them from the curse of their sin (Gen. 3:15). 

Satan counters this plan of the Most Highôs by 

enticing the descendants of the garden couple into continual 

rebellion. And, in fact, that did happen. Genesis 6 opens 

with God looking at the heart of these descendants and 

finding ñonly evil continually.ò Even though He repented 

that He even made man, His grace and mercy persevere and 

He chooses to save one man and his family (Noah) and then 

destroys all others. 

As the world begins to replenish, God sets His 

sights on another man, Abram. He chooses this man out of 

all others and builds the future, not on his shoulders, but in 

his loins. God promised this man sons so numerous that it 

would be like counting the stars in the heavens or the grains 

of sand in the sea (Gen. 15). Satan sets a new plan in 

motion, now that he knows of Godôs plan. He counter-

attacks and entices the man and his wife (since she was 

barren), with an alternativeða son through a handmaid. But 

this son, Ishmael, is not the son God promised. But God 

honors His pledge and gives Isaac through Sarah (Gen. 16).  

Time passes. Isaac has two sons, and again, Satan 

set to work by enticing the oldest son to become more 

concerned about other aspects of life, than his relationship 

with God. It worksðEsau finds the birthright of no more 

value than a bowl of soup and sells it to his younger 

brother, Jacob (Gen. 25-28).  

Jacobôs life is characterized by deception and 

subterfuge. He appears void of spiritual concern until he 

wrestles with an angel and receives the blessing of God. 

Godôs plan is still at work (Gen. 32). Jacob then had 12 

sons. Satan recognizes one of these as the favorite and sets 

a plan in the minds of the brothers to kill himðat least to 

get rid of him. Joseph is sold into slavery, presumed to be 

dead by his father, spends years in slavery and prison, but 

God has allowed this plan in order to preserve him and the 

entire family. ñGod meant it for goodò (Gen. 45).  
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Attack and Counter-Attack! Plans and Counter-

plans! 

Later, we find the Jews progressing quite well in 

Egypt. If Satan is going to win, he must do something to 

suppress these people of whom God has said He will work 

His new plan. So, Satan works in the minds of the 

Egyptians to put the Jews into slavery. But even in slavery, 

God blesses them and they multiply. Satan, seeing that the 

more children there are, the better the chances of the 

deliverer being found, then devises another detourða plan 

to kill an entire generation of Hebrew baby boys. One 

escapes, and through Godôs unique sense of humor, He 

places this one baby in the very household of the one who 

ordered his death (Ex. 1-2). 

As Godôs plan begins to bear fruit through Moses, 

Satan brings rebellion in some of Mosesô own people. He 

offers them citizenship in a Promised Land; they only see 

citizenship in Egypt. He offers manna, quail and freedom, 

but they only see the stewpots they had in slavery (Ex. 15-

18). The confrontation becomes so great that God 

intervenes and opens the earth to swallow the rebellion and 

the rebellious. 

God takes Moses to worship in the mountain. Satan 

takes the people to worship a golden calf (Ex. 32). God is 

giving Moses commandments while the people below are 

breaking them. Mosesô face shines with light, while the 

masses are wallowing in darkness (Ex. 34). Moses dies, but 

the battle involving him is still not over. Even then, the 

warfare carries on as Satan and Michael (the archangel) 

contend for the body of Moses (Jude 9). 

Joshua is chosen as successor and God shows that 

He will live and work through this new man whose strong 

heart is so stable that after a lifetime of battles, he swears 

that ñas for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.ò  

Satan canôt get to this man, so he plans still another detour, 

accordingly. He chooses a man, mostly unknown, who 

secretly places some forbidden treasures within his home. 

But with this small treasure, Satan has planted a giant 

problem. Sin in the camp affected everyone. Men were 

dying in the battlefield because of what was hidden in a 

tent. If this keeps up, the Jews will perish in the eternal for a 

trinket of the temporal! But God fends off the attack and the 

detour with a word of wisdom to Joshua, who discovers the 

sin. The sin is then surgically removed from the body of 

Godôs people in order to return them to health (Josh. 7). 

After Joshuaôs day, the people are found to be, not 

only settling in the land, but settled in their ways, and those 

ways did not recognize God. ñEvery man did that which 

was right in his own eyesò (Jud. 21:25). All the while, they 

failed to see what God saw, because their own eyes were 

stained with sin. If Satan could keep them in such a 

condition, God could not use them.  Howbeit, God used 

their times of blindness to encourage them to call out to 

Him for light. And just when it was needed most, He would 

send that light in the form of one of the judges. 

God gave them kings. Satan blinded, frustrated and 

hampered them. God gave them prophets. Satan had them 

killed. God gave them over to other nations. Satan was 

pleased. The Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, the 

Greeks and the Romans all had their days ruling over these 

people of promise. 

Then, quietly and without any prior announcement, 

God does something unexpected.  When all was quiet, when 

all was ready, God sent forth His own Son! The original 

promise is being fulfilled, unless Satan can counter-attack 

and detour with an effective plan. Lucifer springs quickly 

into action. He plants an old idea into a new leaderôs head: 

kill the Jewish babies! But God sends an angel with a 

warning so that the Savior is spared. 

Jesus is raised in obscurity, but when the time is 

right, God prepares a way through John the Baptist. John 

begins stirring the hearts and minds of the Jewish people for 

the One who can calm them with a peace that passes all 

understanding. Now that John has the attention of the 

populace, he also has the attention of the spirits as they look 

on. Jesus comes to John and is baptized; the Father gives 

His voice of approval and the Spirit sets His seal upon Him. 

And now the attention of all those in the spiritual and 

physical worlds are focused on Jesus! 

Jesus is then led into the wilderness by the Spirit of 

God for the purpose of doing battle, to sharpen and hone the 

skills for the bigger battle to come. This battle is not to the 

death, but a test of strength, skill, allegiance, and obedience. 

If Satan can persuade Jesus to sin, the plan of God would be 

finished. But, Jesus parries each attack with a blow from 

His own Sword, the Word of God (Matt. 4). Satan could not 

win; Jesus would not lose. 

Other skirmishes take place over the next three 

years. Demons, in direct frontal confrontation, are no match 

for the Host of Heaven. Lucifer plans to stir up the people 

and incite them to kill Godôs Promised before the right 

time, are all to no avail. Finally, after a few short years, the 

time looks right. Satan has the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem; 

he has the Roman leaders; he has the general populace at a 

time when they can all be fooled by religious fervor; and 

Jesus is within their grasp!  

Satan has already been at work planting seeds of 

doubt in Thomas, failed vision in Peter, and self-

righteousness in Judas. He uses these as he sends Judas to 

the Jewish leaders, Peter to a young girl and Thomas, with 

the others, running away. The soldiers come, the servant of 

the High Priest is there, and so is Jesus! But something 

seems wrong; where are the legions of angels that one 

would expect to be standing guard over this ñSeed of 

Womanò? Where is the resistance we would expect the 

Father to offer?  Where is the Power of Heaven? 

Jesus is taken. He is disrobed, mocked, beaten, spat 

upon, jeered at and finally crucified.  A short time later, He 

is DEAD. Is that all there was to this great battle that had 
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been looked forward to by so many for so long? Could it be 

that simple? NO!!!!! 

We have a beautiful hymn that describes the 

occurrences of the third day: 

 ñUp from the grave He arose, 

 With a mighty triumph oôer His foes! 

 He arose a Victor, from the dark domain, 

 And He lives forever, with His saints to reign!  

 He Arose!  He Arose! 

 Hallelujah, Christ Arose!ò 

These are the battles, not the skirmishes! These are 

the battles of long-lasting effect! These are the battles of 

import! But the story continues, with insight as to what was 

happening in hell when all was quiet on earth, during those 

three important days. 

ñFor Christ also died for sins once for all, the just 

for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having 

been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the Spirit; 

in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits 

now in prisonò (1 Pet. 3:18-19). 

ñThis Man, delivered over by the predetermined 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by 

the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God 

raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, 

since it was impossible for Him to be held in its powerò 

(Acts 2:23-24). 

Obviously, things were happening that were 

invisible to the earthly eye. From that view, a man had 

merely died. But within the bowels of the earth a spirit was 

stirring, overcoming, and refusing to be held. He took 

captivity captive! He overwhelmed the spirits that were 

there and made an open show of them! The Bible says that 

ñit was impossibleò for the grave to hold Him. After all, this 

is the Lord of Life! 

These are the major spiritual battles; direct 

confrontation of the Holy and the unholyðlight and 

darkness vying for dominion. Yet, as substantial as these 

battles appear, these are not the pivotal battles! 

The pivotal battles took place even before the 

crucifixion and resurrection. These were mere ñafter 

resultsò of the greater battle that took place just a little 

earlier. 

 

Gerald Robison is co-founder of UnveilinGlory, a seminar 

and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the glory of 

God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples of the 

world. UnveilinGlory is best known for the book and 

seminar Cat and Dog Theology. Gerald has pastored 

churches in the U.S., Australia, and the Netherlands, and he 

continues to lead national seminars for Walk Thru the Bible 

Ministries. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Points to Ponderðby David L. Olford 
 

The Unchanging Jesus Christ  

Text: ñJesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 

foreverò (Hebrews 13:8). 

 

Thought: What a statement! What a declaration! Notice it 

is not a question. Notice that it is not an incomplete or 

ambiguous sentence. It leaps off the page of Scripture as a 

glorious subject (ñJesus Christò) and beautiful predicate 

(ñis the same yesterday, today and foreverò). Literally the 

text reads: ñJesus Christ yesterday and today the same and 

into the ages.ò So, how is this magnificent mountain peak in 

Hebrews 13:8 connected in some way to the landscape 

around it in Hebrews, and especially the immediate context 

(13:7 and 13:9)?  

 

The Unchanging Jesus Christ and a Lesson from the 

PastðVerse 7 

 As we read Hebrews 13:7 (along with the original 

recipients of this letter), we are encouraged to remember the 

lives, the ministry, the faith, and the faithfulness of former 

leaders who were exemplary.  

They led and ministered the Word of God. Their 

conduct and faith were worthy not only of reflection but 

imitation. Some commentators see the phrase ñthe result of 

their conductò as pointing to their death or martyrdom, 

which would be another indication of the faithfulness of 

these leaders at the cost of their own lives. Such leaders 

needed to be remembered meaningfully and their example 

followed.  

But, what was their ñsecret,ò you might say? What 

was the key to their faith and faithfulness? Was it not the 

same Jesus Christ? Could it be that the One these former 

leaders believed in, the One they spoke of as they spoke the 

word of God, the One who enabled their manner of life and 

ministry was none other than the same One who never 

changes? Our text (13:8) follows right after this directive to 

remember former leaders. The implication is that the 

readers (and we today) should confess the same Jesus 

Christ. The One they confessed, the One who was sufficient 

for them is the same today.  

So, even though we remember ñformer leaders,ò the 

One they confessed is not former. In remembering such 

leaders and imitating their faith, we recognize afresh that 

their Savior and Lord is our Lord and Savior as well. He is 

the Constant, the unchanging One, and we look to Him. 

 

The Unchanging Jesus Christ and a Warning for the 

PresentðVerse 9 

http://www.unveilinglory.com/
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 As we come down the other side of the peak (13:8), 

we encounter immediately the writerôs warning and 

exhortation not to be influenced, or ñcarried aboutò with 

various and strange teachings or doctrines.  

The specific teachings seem to have to do with or 

are associated with certain foods, which were often a part of 

religious practices and beliefs. Whatever beliefs were 

connected to these foods were not appropriate, and 

unnecessary for the good and growth of the believers. This 

was unprofitable teaching, indeed error. What they needed 

was grace, not ñgrub.ò They did not need to be occupied 

with such teachings, but to recognize the sufficiency of the 

grace they had received.  

Jesus Christ is to be the focus of our faith; indeed 

He is the ñauthor and finisher of faith.ò There is no need to 

be ñtaken inò by any doctrine that is not compatible with 

Jesus Christ Himself and the grace of God in Him. Again, 

Jesus Christ is the Constant, the unchanging One, the truth, 

the faith.  

In contrast to being taken in by these strange 

doctrines, these readers were to remember those who spoke 

the word of God to them, who exercised exemplary faith, 

and lived faithfully to the end. Their confession was ñJesus 

Christ.ò The changeless One is the heart of the doctrine we 

confess, and Godôs grace is sufficient to establish our 

hearts. We need to heed Paulôs exhortation to Timothy, ñé 

Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesusò (2 Tim. 2:1). 

 

The Unchanging Christ and Encouragement for the 

Future  

These words in 13:8 present one of the most 

important truths found in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Throughout the Epistle there is a contrast between the 

temporary and insufficient aspects of the old covenant 

religion verses the permanence, the sufficiency and the 

eternal ñsamenessò not only of Jesus Christ Himself, but of 

what He has accomplished. 

1) Jesus Christ is the source of eternal salvation 

(See Heb. 5:8-10). Notice the phrase, ñsource (or author) of 

eternal salvationò (5:9). What Jesus accomplished as our 

forever High Priest (like Melchizedek) can never be 

superseded or ultimately undone. Hear the contrast and the 

powerful truths of Hebrews 7:23-25. The sameness, the 

unchanging nature of our Jesus means that He saves 

continually, completely, and eternally.  

2) Jesus Christ has obtained eternal redemption 

(See Heb. 9:11-15). Did you notice ñHaving obtained 

eternal redemptionò (9:12)? This redemption accomplished 

through Jesusô once-for-all sacrifice with His own blood, 

offered through the eternal Spirit, does the deep work of 

cleansing and redemption that leads to an ñeternal 

inheritance.ò 

3) Jesus Christ is the mediator of an eternal 

covenant. ñNow may the God of peace who brought up our 

Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 

complete in every good work to do His will, working in you 

what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory forever and ever. Amenò (Heb. 13:20-21). 

The eternal salvation and redemption are connected 

to an eternal covenant that connects eternally the Shepherd 

with His sheep. This is not a temporary plan, a covenant 

that can be improved upon, or changed. This is an eternal 

covenant accomplished through the blood of the changeless 

one. As a part of this covenant, God is seeking to mature us, 

to enable us to do His will, working in our lives for His own 

pleasure. There is a living relationship with a living Lord 

Jesus who is seeking to work in our lives every day. 

 

Thrust:  There is no Epistle that spells out more clearly the 

difficulties and challenges for the one who would be 

faithful to the Lord. The writer is concerned for those who 

may be tempted to turn aside, to turn back, to give up, to 

give in, or to drift away. What encouragement can you give 

when the challenges are real, when the mountains seem 

high, when the pain goes deep, the opposition rises up or 

when even the doubts come? ñJesus Christ is the same 

yesterday, today and forever.ò  

Be encouraged in the Lord Jesus Christ today. As 

has been said over and over again, ñJesus never fails.ò  

David L. Olford teaches expository preaching at Union 

Universityôs Stephen Olford Center in Memphis, 

Tennessee. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Story Behind the Songðby Lindsay Terry 
 

ñIf Youôre Gonna Play, Playò 

Song: ñThe Blood Will Never Lose Its Powerò 
 

ñKnowing that you were not redeemed with 

perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of 

life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious 

blood, as of a lamb, unblemished and spotless, the blood of 

Christò (1 Pet. 1:18-19). 

Andrae Crouch and his twin sister, Sandra, were 

born in Los Angeles, California, into a dedicated Christian 

home. His dad, Ben Crouch, at that time a lay preacher, saw 

to it that his family was always active in Christian ministry. 

While Andrae was growing up, the family attended the 

Emmanuel Church of God in Christ, pastored by Rev. 
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Samuel M. Crouch, Andraeôs great uncle, with a 

congregation of approximately 2,000 people.  

 In an interview a few years ago Andrae related the 

following to me, ñMy parents had two dry-cleaning 

establishments; dad managed one and mom the other. When 

the opportunity presented itself they shared their faith with 

those who frequented their businesses. I grew up in that 

kind of environment, where we were always aware of the 

blessings of the Lord, and wanted to win souls for Him.  

 ñOne day the call came to my father to preach at 

Macedonia Church, a small congregation about sixty miles 

from Los Angeles. We had never heard my dad preach in a 

churchðon street corners, in hospitals, and in other 

placesðbut not in a real pulpit in a church. He had been 

urged to preach at this little church on an interim basis, until 

they could secure a pastor. He was hesitant to do so, but 

began to bargain with the Lord, óIf you will give Andrae the 

gift of playing the piano, I will be a full-time minister, and 

figure out some other way to provide for my family.ô I was 

dyslexic and stuttered very badly, so my dad knew that I 

wasnôt a speaker, but maybe music was in me somewhere. 

He thought that there was not much chance of that prayer 

being answered and maybe he would not have to pastor that 

little church. 

 ñDuring that first service my dad had called me up 

from the audience and asked, óAndrae, if God gave you 

music, would you use it for His glory in your life?ô I was 

only eleven years old and had never thought about it. There 

were no musicians in our immediate or extended family. I 

wouldnôt have been more shocked if he had asked, óWould 

you like to be an astronaut?ô  

 ñWell, my mother believed so strongly in my dadôs 

prayers that she went to a music store and bought a 

cardboard piano keyboard for me to practice fingering on. 

When she first showed it to me she had placed it on top of a 

sewing machine stand at the dry cleaning store. I 

immediately began to bang on the keyboard, pretending to 

play music that I had heard on the radio. 

 ñThree weeks later, during a service in that little 

church, as we were about to sing óWhat a Friend We Have 

in Jesus,ô my dad called out to me, óAndrae, come up here.ô 

He motioned to an upright piano nearby and said, óOkay, if 

youôre gonna play, play.ô I said to myself, óWhat?ô He even 

took the time to show me the soft pedal and the expression 

pedalðI havenôt to this day figured out what the middle 

pedal is for. When the congregation began to sing, I found 

the right key and began to play with both hands! About two 

weeks later my father gave up his business and that was the 

beginning of the ministry of our entire family.ò  

 At that point in the interview I asked Crouch to 

give me the story behind his song, ñThe Blood Will Never 

Lose Its Power.ò Following is his incredible story: 

 ñI was only fourteen years of age, three years 

following my initiation to the piano, and had been invited to 

a friendôs home. It was Memorial Day and there was to be a 

party with most of the guests being choir members. When I 

arrived the people were in the back yard barbecuing and 

generally having a good time. I was so shy and littleðI was 

only four feet, eleven inches tall until I was sixteenðI 

didnôt want to go out there. I had seen some of them with 

cigarettes in their hands and generally acting in ways that 

were not Christ-like. I didnôt understand that, and was so 

disappointed I began to weep. 

 ñI then said to the Lord, óGod, I really love you. 

How can this be? I would love to write songs for You. If 

you would give me a song, I will live for you forever.ô 

There was a large piano in the living room and I began to 

play. The group in the backyard couldnôt hear me. I then 

glanced toward the crowd and saw something that made 

time, it seemed, go into slow motion. I watched as they 

slowly poured red sauce onto the meat they were cooking. 

 ñSuddenly, in my mindôs eye I could see Jesus 

carrying his cross up to Calvary, and I saw His blood. I saw 

people following Him up the hill where He was to be 

crucified. As I saw this scene, that had been prompted by 

the activities in the back yard, I said, óOh, the blood!ô I then 

turned to my friend, Billy Preston, also a pianist, and said, 

óPlay these chords.ô And I began to sing, óThe blood that 

Jesus shed for me...ô The people in the backyard heard me 

singing and came into the house. They began to weep as 

they came, and joined in my song. We sang for about an 

hour and a half.ò 

 I have come to realize that only a few individuals 

have made massive contributions to the singing of church 

folks across America, and Andrae Crouch is surely one of 

those people.  

 Andrae is an individual who can do many things 

well. He is a singer, musician, composer, and pastor, just to 

name a few. He presently leads the ministry of the New 

Christ Memorial Church in Los Angeles, California. His 

compositions have cut a wide path across Christianity for 

many years, and have influenced several categories of 

sacred music. 

 

Reflection: After multiplied thousands of men were 

crucified, over a period of nearly one thousand years, the 

only One who died in this manner and then rose again is the 

One who has redeemed you and meðour Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Thank Him today for His precious blood, the 

blood that daily has the power to take away our sinsðblood 

that will never lose its power. 

 

Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40 

years, and has written widely on the background of great 

hymns and worship songs including the books I Could Sing 

of Your Love Forever (2008) and The Sacrifice of Praise 

(2002). 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Living out the Living Word ðby Justin Lonas 
 

A People for Godôs Own Possession 

1 Peter 2:4-10 

 
Part five of an expositional series on 1 Peter. 

 

Up to this point in his epistle, Peter has alternated 

between exposition of Godôs matchless grace in salvation 

and exhortation of believers to live in holiness, a pattern to 

which he generally keeps throughout the book. In verses 4-

10 of chapter two, he mines the Old Testament to describe 

Godôs plan for His peopleðthe goal of His mercy in 

redemption. In the previous seven verses (covered in last 

monthôs column), we saw Peter exhorting believers to ñlong 

for the pure milk of the Wordò (2:2). In this section, he uses 

that same Word to make a powerful point about the person 

of Christ and the privileges of His children. 

Verses 4 and 5 form the first sentence of this 

passage, ñAnd coming to Him as to a living stone which has 

been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the 

sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up 

as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ.ò  

ñComing to Himò follows the previous direction to 

long for the Word, but this is a participle, indicating an 

assumed ongoing action rather than commanding 

something. According to Wayne Grudemôs commentary on 

1 Peter, the verb employed here (proserchomai) is often 

used in the Septuagint to mean ñdraw nearò to God when 

He speaks or in worship (as in Ex. 16:9, Lev. 9:7-8, and 

elsewhere). In this context, Peter seems to be assuming the 

coming to Christ in worship and prayer as part of the way 

we are able to ñgrow in respect to salvationò (verse 2).  

The rest of this sentence is filled with imagery from 

the Jewish temple and sacrificial system, reminding us that 

our coming to Christ is possible because He opened the way 

to Godôs presence by His sacrifice. Each of the Synoptic 

Gospels records that the veil of the temple, which had 

symbolized the separation of God and man, was torn in two 

from top to bottom when Jesus died (Matt. 27:51, Mark 

15:38, Luke 23:45)ðthrough Christ we can come to God. 

Peter strikingly describes Jesus as a ñliving stoneò, 

a metaphor that comes into focus over the course of this 

passage. Christ is the One who has been rejected by men 

but is precious in Godôs sight. He continues, saying that 

believers are also ñliving stones,ò identifying his readers 

with Christ. In the context of their present persecuted state, 

it would appear that he is reminding them that their Lord 

was rejected and persecuted by men just as they were, but 

that they, like Him, were precious to the Lord. Godôs 

esteem and value for His people is key to understanding this 

whole section. 

In verse 5, we see what God is doing with these 

ñliving stonesò: building a ñspiritual house for a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices.ò Before Christ, 

God had dwelt among the people of Israel through the 

static, stone structure of the temple. Now, He lives with us 

in Christ Jesus His Son, and in us through the Holy Spiritð

His temple is now the Body of Christ, who He has 

redeemed and brought together as the Church. This living 

temple is made of living stones, who are also its priests, 

standing before God in the power of Christôs blood. No 

longer are we represented by other men; no longer is the 

blood of animals spilled at the altar to make atonement for 

sin. 

As priests, we offer sacrifices, but what are these 

ñspiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Christ 

Jesusò Peter speaks of? ñSpiritual sacrificesò also show up 

in the works of Paul, who describes them as the gift of our 

bodies to the Lordôs service (Rom. 12:1) and as the 

financial gifts to the work of the kingdom. The author of 

Hebrews refers to them as the verbal praises we offer to 

God (13:15) and as the righteous lifestyle that flows from 

our faith (13:16). It is interesting to note that, while 

sacrifices are not now necessary for atonement, our spiritual 

sacrifices of love are both assumed and commanded as we 

live out our redemption. 

Peter then shows the scriptural basis for his 

statement, quoting from Isaiah 28:16 in verse 6, ñBehold, I 

lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he 

who believes in Him will not be disappointed,ò from Psalm 

118:22 in verse 7, ñThe stone which the builders rejected, 

this became the very corner stone,ò and from Isaiah 8:14 in 

verse 8, ñA stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.ò Jesus 

used the passage from Psalms in Matthew 22:42 to identify 

Himself as the prophesied cornerstone and to expose the 

wicked hearts of the scribes and Pharisees. Christ is also 

referred to as the cornerstone of this ñspiritual houseò of 

worship in Ephesians 2:20.  

In between quotations, Peter elaborates on these 

verses. He tells his readers that they share Christôs status as 

chosen and precious to God, but that those who disbelieve 

see Christ not as a cornerstone, but as something to be 

discarded. But Christ is not one who can be cast aside, and 

there are consequences for rejecting HimðHe is the great 

stumbling block to the worldôs wisdom (cf. 1 Cor. 1:23). 

Peter concludes in verse 8 that, ñthey stumble because they 

are disobedient to the Word, and to this doom they were 
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also appointed.ò This could mean that they are rebelling 

against God by rejecting Christ or possibly that they reject 

Christ because they have chosen to disobey Godðin either 

case, they reap destruction. Before we get hung up on their 

ñappointed doom,ò we should bear that in mind. They are 

not rejecting Christ because God forced them to, but His 

holiness does force Him to devote them to punishment if 

they reject Him.  

Back in Matthew 22:43-44, Jesus continues after 

quoting the Psalmist, saying, ñTherefore, I say to you, the 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people, producing the fruit of it. And he who falls on this 

stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it 

will scatter him like dust.ò In this audacious statement, He 

promises that the kingdom would be removed from Israel 

because they rejected Him as Messiah and that God would 

raise up a new people to produce (presumably spiritual) 

fruit. It seems clear that this is what Peter is talking about in 

verses 8-10. Those who have been ñbroken to piecesò on 

the stumbling block of Christ have forfeited their place in 

Godôs kingdom, and it has been given to believers of all 

nations. 

Peterôs climactic statement of this passage is a 

dramatic statement of the identity of the Church: ñBut you 

are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for Godôs own possession, so that you may proclaim 

the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness 

into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, 

but now you are the people of God; you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy.ò In this, he takes 

the most powerful distinctives of the people of Israel and 

applies them wholesale to believers of every nation. 

Israel was chosen by God to proclaim His glory and 

usher in His plan for redemption; the Church is the product 

of His redemption and now lives to ñproclaim the 

excellenciesò of God. Israel had priests of the tribe of Levi, 

but they did not reign over the people; the Church is 

comprised of priestsðeach with access to Godôs throne in 

Christðwho also will reign with Christ in His kingdom (cf. 

2 Tim. 2:11-13). Israel was an ethnic nation set apart for 

God; the Church, comprised of every race, tribe, and 

tongue, is now set apart as ña people for Godôs own 

possession.ò 

The marvelous deeds of God that we are to 

proclaim are summed up hereðHe has called us out of 

darkness into His light; He has redeemed us and brought us 

together as one people for His glory; He took us as 

ñchildren of wrathò and gave us mercy. In short, we are to 

tell and retell the story of salvation, giving God the infinite 

glory He deserves for the gift of His Son. This is the 

fullness of why He has chosen us and built up the Church 

on the cornerstone of Jesus Christðto make known His 

glory for eternity. 

This articulation of Godôs ñmaster planò for the 

Church, though encouraging to the utmost (particularly to 

those under persecution), is not simply intended as a pat on 

the back. In the bigger picture of Peterôs epistle, the 

greatness of our salvation is something that he retells to stir 

believers to the lives of holiness and dedication to which we 

are called. What physical Israel lived out in part, the Church 

can live out in fullðthey had the law written for them; we 

have the law written on our hearts by the Spirit (Jer. 31:31-

34).  

  This then is the ultimate purpose of the Churchðto 

be Godôs own people, shouting His glory to a watching 

world. Because we are a people brought together by God, 

what makes us a nation is our allegiance to the King of 

Kings who is our Great High Priest. As such, the ranks of 

this ñholy nationò can grow indefinitely as more and more 

people are drawn by Godôs grace into saving faith. 

Proclaiming the excellencies of our redeemer expands His 

glory by bringing an ever-growing number of believers into 

His family to praise and exalt Him. What joy! What a plan!   

 

Justin Lonas is editor of Disciple Magazine.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ñO Magnify the Lord with Me:ò: Worship and the ChurchðPart 2 
By Tim Schoap 

 

We saw in the first article of this series that the call 

to worship God is one of the most frequent commands of 

Scripture. We saw that in worship we proclaim ñthe 

excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous lightò (1 Peter 2:9), glorying in His holy name. 

And, most importantly, we saw that, in the New Testament, 

the old focus on a formal rite of worship in a place (the 

Temple and the Tabernacle) has been transformed into 

worship in a person, Jesus Christ, so that there are no more 

sacred times, spaces, or places. Every Christian is to 

worship everywhere, continually. As Paul wrote in 1 

Corinthians 10:31, ñSo, whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.ò  

Therefore, what we do in the ñworship serviceò on 

Sunday mornings is in fact just a single expression of a life 

of worship. A church service itself is not worship, only a 

setting in which worship may occur. But corporate worship 

is where this series is focused, so what does Scripture say 

about the worship of the gathered Church? Is Jesus Christ 

glorified by what we do on Sunday mornings? Are our 

worship services authentic, biblical worship, or mere 

entertainment?  
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What kind of worship does God seek? Iôll tell you 

first of all the kind of worship God doesnôt want: worship 

from insincere, disobedient hearts. In Isaiah 1:12-15 the 

prophet scorches Judah because though they love to 

worship, they donôt love to obey: ñWhen you come to 

appear before me, who has required of you this trampling 

of my courts? Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an 

abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling 

of convocationsðI cannot endure iniquity and solemn 

assembly. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my 

soul hates; they have become a burden to me; I am weary of 

bearing them. When you spread out your hands, I will hide 

my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I 

will not listen; your hands are full of blood.ò 

In other words, you can sing Godôs praises at the 

top of your voice, you can weep for joy, you can raise your 

hands in praise, but if you arenôt living in obedience to God, 

get this: He hates it! If you arenôt living in obedience, the 

only prayers God wants from you are prayers of repentance. 

So first and foremost, our worship must come from 

sincere, obedient hearts. But beyond that obvious truth, 

what must characterize our worship if it is to please God? I 

believe there are three crucial characteristics for such 

worship: it must be 1) Trinitarian, 2) Gospel-oriented, and 

3) Word-saturated.  

 

Our Worship Must Be Trinitarian   
We must worship God as he has revealed Himself, 

the Three-in-One, Triune God. To worship God as anything 

less is to worship another god entirely. So we worship God 

as Triune, with an awareness of the distinctive work of each 

person of the Trinity, giving glory to the Father for the gift 

of His Son through the Spirit.  

First, we give glory to God as Father. We saw 

earlier that we are to proclaim His excellencies. Our puny 

minds canôt grasp His greatness, yet we are called to 

magnify, to exalt, and to praise the Father for all that we 

can graspðas He has revealed Himself in His Word.  

We praise Him for who He is, as in Psalm 21:13, 

ñBe exalted, O LORD, in your strength! We will sing and 

praise your power.ò And we praise Him for what He has 

done, as in Psalm 105:2, ñSing to Him, sing praises to Him; 

tell of all His wondrous works!ò  

Focusing on what God has done turns our attention 

to the second Person of the Trinity, giving glory to the 

Father for the gift of His glorious Son. In fact, we cannot 

glorify the Father apart from the Sonôs atoning work on the 

cross. When we come to the Son of God as our Savior, He 

becomes our great High Priest who gave His own life for 

us, who always lives to make intercession for us (Hebrews 

7:25-26), and who opens a new and living way for us to the 

Father.  

It is in God the Son that the God the Father is seen 

most clearly. Hebrews 1:3 states, ñHe is the radiance of the 

glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He 

upholds the universe by the word of His power.ò God has 

given us the ñlight of the knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christò (2 Cor. 4:6), whom all creation 

will one day worship.  

The Son is immeasurably worthy of worship, as 

Paul shows us in Colossians 1:15-20, a truly astounding 

picture of Christ who is our Creator, ñFor by Him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisibleéall things were created through him and for himò 

(verse 16); our Sustainer, ñAnd He is before all things, and 

in Him all things hold togetherò (verse 17); and our great 

Redeemer, ñAnd He is the head of the body, the Church. He 

is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 

everything He might be preeminent. For in Him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to 

reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, making peace by the blood of His crossò (verses 

18-20).  

To worship Jesus as anything less than God 

Himself is not to worship Him at all.  

Finally, Trinitarian worship is empowered by God 

the Spirit. In worship we give our minds and hearts to God 

in praise, but we cannot do that apart from the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 2:18 says that through Christ we have access ñin 

the Spiritò to the Father. We worship ñby the Spiritò 

according to Philippians 3:3. More than once we are told to 

pray in and through the Spirit (Rom. 8:26; Eph. 6:18, Jude 

20).  

The Holy Spirit is present every time the Church 

gathers, but His presence isnôt shown primarily by outward 

signs, it is shown by inward change. When we get a sense 

of Godôs glory, thatôs the Spirit at work. When we are 

convicted of sin, thatôs the Spirit at work. When we are 

encouraged and comforted in the Scriptures, thatôs the Spirit 

at work.  

This is exactly what we should expect if we trust 

God to keep His word, ñAnd we all, with unveiled face, 

beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 

the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 

this comes from the Lord who is the Spiritò (2 Cor. 3:18). 

So worship that pleases God gives glory to the Father, for 

the gift of His Son, empowered by the Spirit.  

 

Our Worship Must  Be Gospel-Oriented 

Worship that pleases God must be Gospel-oriented, 

but being Gospel-oriented doesnôt mean we preach a 

salvation message every Sunday. It means making the 

Gospel the foundation and theme of our worship, doing 

what David does in Psalm 96:2, ñSing to the LORD, bless 

His name; tell of His salvation from day to day.ò  

We ñtell of His salvation from day to dayò by 

reminding ourselves what God has done for us. His acts of 

salvation stretch from the Creation through the Fall, the 

Flood, the Covenant, the Exodus, the Exile, Return, the 
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Incarnation, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the 

Ascension, and the filling and indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  

The most important, absolutely central message of 

His salvation is the Gospel, the good news of the atoning 

death of Christ on the cross for us and His resurrection to 

new life. Godôs mercy and grace to us in the Atonement 

must be the foundation of all our worship. It is the very 

ñpower of God for salvation to everyone who believes,ò 

Romans 1:16-17 says, ñfor in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, óBut the 

righteous man shall live by faith.ôò 

By the good news proclaimed in the Gospel, evil 

hearts are changed, guilty consciences cleansed, fallen men 

and women are brought to repentance and made new, and 

the very righteousness of Christ is imputed to us. 

Reminding ourselves of these things awakens our thanks 

and praise to God for His incredible blessings to us.  

 

Our Worship Must Be Word-Saturated 

Finally, worship that pleases God is Word-

saturated. Godôs Word is our life and our food, as Jesus said 

in Matthew 4:4, ñMan shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of God.ò Just as it is 

indispensible to life, so it is indispensible to worship. 

Thatôs why Paul told the Colossian Church, ñLet 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 

to God.ò (Colossians 3:16) Someone has said ñWe are what 

we sing,ò so we are careful to make sure that the songs and 

hymns we sing reflect biblical truth, focused more on who 

God is than how we feel about  Him.  

In my church, we purposely start each service with 

a call to worship taken directly from Scripture, and we end 

each service with a benediction taken directly from 

Scripture. And in between, we give lots of time to reading 

it, praying it, singing it, and studying it, so that ultimately 

we will live in submission to it.  

That is worship that pleases God. Trinitarian, 

giving glory to the Father for the gift of His Son, 

empowered by the Spirit; Gospel-oriented, proclaiming His 

saving acts thru history, and saturated by His Word from 

start to finish. 

How do we put that kind of worship into practice? 

What is the role of music and emotion in worship? Those 

are topics weôll examine in coming articles.  

 

Tim Schoap is co-pastor of Signal Mountain Bible Church 

in Signal Mountain, Tenn. 

 

Sources: As the author of Ecclesiastes might have said, ñOf 

the writing of books on worship there is no end,ò and Iôve 

read most of them. Iôm indebted to many authors for their 

serious thinking on biblical worship, particularly John 

Frame, Don Carson, and Bob Kauflin. To the degree that 

their thoughts are echoed here, I give full acknowledgement 

of my indebtedness.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church Buildersðby Bernard R. DeRemer 

 

Preeminent Poet: Fanny J. Crosby 
 

Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) is remembered as ñthe 

most prolific and significant writer of gospel songs in 

American history.ò She is credited with more than 8,000, 

including such enduring favorites as ñTo God Be the 

Gloryò, ñBlessed Assuranceò, ñPraise Him! Praise Him!ò, 

ñRedeemedò, ñAll the Way My Savior Leads Meò, and 

many others. 

 Some time ago, it was reported that the Hope 

Publishing Co. still had ñhundreds of Fanny Crosbyôs 

poems in their files just waiting to be set to music.ò 

 Crosby was born in Putnam County, N.Y. When 

she was six weeks old, a doctorôs bungling treatment of a 

minor eye inflammation left her blind. Yet she triumphed 

over this adversity. At the age of eight, she wrote her first 

poem: 

 ñO, what a happy child I am 

 Although I cannot see 

I am resolved that in this world 

Contented I will be. 

How many blessings I enjoy 

That other people donôt! 

So weep or sigh because I am blind 

I cannot, and I wonôt.ò 

 Later she wrote, ñIt seems intended by the blessed 

providence of God that I should be blind all my life.ò Her 

mother and grandmother greatly influenced her in the things 

of God, and by the time she was 10 years old, Crosby could 

ñrecite the first four books of the Old Testament and the 

four Gospels!ò She would also recite ñpoems almost 

without number.ò 

 In 1835, Crosby was enrolled at the famous 

Institution for the Blind in New York City. There she 

excelled in all but math, so she wrote, ñI loathe, abhor, it 

makes me sick to hear the word óarithmeticô!ò 

 Soon she became resident poet for the school. In 

1844 she published her first book of poems, which 

contained her first hymn. Other volumes followed. In 1851 
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she expressed concern about her ñdeclining health, yet she 

lived for 64 more years. 

 Not until 1850 did she receive assurance of 

salvation, during revival meetings at the Broadway 

Tabernacle Methodist Church in New York City. In 1858 

she married Alexander Van Alstyne, also a student and 

teacher at the school for the blind. He was a gifted musician 

and faithful partner until his death in 1902. 

 Crosby wrote the lyrics to many popular secular 

songs, some of which were used in minstrel shows. But the 

turning point in her life was February 2, 1864, when she 

met William Bradbury, the famous hymn writer and 

publisher, who told her, ñFor many years I have been 

wanting you to write for me. I wish you would begin right 

away!ò She did, and that began an incredibly fruitful 

ministry of 51 years. 

 How she actually wrote is revealing. She said, ñI 

never undertake a hymn without first asking the good Lord 

to be my inspiration in the work that I am about to do.ò She 

found it helpful to hold a small book in her hand, something 

she often did when lecturing or giving concerts. She would 

pray and meditate until the mood was right, sometimes 

quoting several hymns to ñprime the pump.ò Then ideas 

would come and she would write the song in her mind and 

commit it to memory. Sometimes as many as 40 songs were 

stored away in her mind. Each song would ruminate for a 

few days, at which point Crosby would dictate it to a friend, 

who would send it to the publisher. 

 In her later years, Crosby became a popular public 

speaker, and was for a time perhaps the best known women 

in America. She often met with important public figures 

and even played her hymn ñSafe in the Arms of Jesusò at 

the funeral of President Ulysses S. Grant in 1885. She also 

wrote an autobiography, Fanny Crosbyôs Life Story, which 

is now long out of print. 

 Some may be surprised to learn that she used more 

than 100 pseudonyms over the course of her career (as 

hymnbook publishers were reluctant to include more than a 

few hymns by the same writer), including Julie Stirling, 

Frank Gould, Carrie M. Wilson, and Ella Dale. How she 

kept track of them all, and her thousands of poems, lacking 

both eyesight and computers is astounding. 

 Crosby earned an average of $2.00, and later 

$10.00, for each of her poems; of course a dollar went much 

farther then. Her ministry earned her eternal dividends, and 

the Church is richer today for her faithfulness. 

 At almost 95 years of age, she was called home. 

Often she had written about this hope, and perhaps best 

known of all is the chorus, ñAnd I shall see Him face to 

face, and tell the story saved by grace.ò 

 

Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of 

heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for 

Pulpit Helps Magazine. He continues to serve in this 

capacity as a volunteer contributor to Disciple. He lives in 

West Liberty, Ohio. 

Sources:  

Victorious Christians You Should Know, by Warren W. 

Wiersbe; excerpts used by permission. 

Wikipedia, ñFanny Crosbyò. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Counselorôs Cornerðby James Rudy Gray 

 

When Someone Feels ñCalledò 
 

Recently someone said to me, ñI have received the 

call. What do you think about that?ò  My response was 

simply, ñI donôt know. It all depends on who called you.ò 

Occasionally pastors and counselors will counsel 

with people who believe God has called them into what is 

commonly called vocational ministry. For the past few 

years I have taught a course at a Christian university on that 

very subject. It can be a confusing journey or it can be an 

inspired experience. 

I am convinced there are three calls in Scripture. 

The call to salvation is the one that every born again person 

receives. I refer to it as the significant call. Next, a person 

may receive a special call. This is, that deep awareness of 

the heart that God is directing a person to serve Him in a 

special capacity as a pastor, missionary, church planter, 

evangelist, Christian counselor, teacher, or in any number 

of other special areas of ministry. A call to ministry does 

not always mean it will be how we make our living. It does 

mean that we have been chosen by God for special ministry 

in His kingdom that rises above our regular walk as 

disciples. The third call a person can receive is the call to a 

specific ministry. This involves a place of service and a 

group that will support you in this ministry. An example of 

this call is when a pastor is called to a particular church. 

The most important call is the first one. This is the 

call that opens up everything else.  There are far too many 

people who ñgo into the ministryò who are not really 

confident and settled in this first call.   

There is an outstanding book entitled Finding The 

Will of God:  A Pagan Notion? by Dr. Bruce K. Waltke. In 

it, he basically presents the thesis that we are not called to 

find the will of God but we are called to prove the will of 

God as we follow the guidance of God. I believe Romans 

12:2 captures this principle, ñDo not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 

good and acceptable and perfect.ò 
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The truth is every Christian is on a journey. Every 

Christian is called to be a disciple. A disciple learns from 

Jesus and follows Jesus. As we do this, our Lord may give 

us a special call which will certainly involve some type of 

study and preparation. Then, our God may direct us into a 

specific area of ministry and place of service. The key is to 

follow the guidance of God as revealed in His Word, 

enlightened by His Spirit, and affirmed by His people, the 

Church. 

When we counsel with people struggling with a 

sense of special or specific calling, we need to help them 

see the absolute necessity of a real relationship with the 

living God. We need to guide them into a patient and 

faithful study of His Word. We need to pray for them 

earnestly.  They need to know that there are no short cuts to 

simply obeying God and His truth. By doing this, a person 

will be led along a providential path prepared by the grace 

of God. 

The sense of call is not profoundly simple but it is 

simply profound. It is, after all, God who is calling a person 

and it God that is the key in the process. He communicates 

with His people primarily through His Word. If we can help 

a person diligently learn and obey Scripture, they can find 

great confidence and assurance in the direction God has for 

their lives. It will always be a matter of faith, but faith is not 

a blind leap into nothing. It is obeying Godôs revealed truth. 

 

James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by 

the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a 

member of the American Association of Christian 

Counselors. He pastors Utica Baptist Church in Seneca, 

S.C.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Reviews 
 

We Have Seen His Glory: A Vision of Kingdom 

Worship, Ben Witherington, III, 2010, Eerdmans, Grand 

Rapids, ISBN 9780802865281, 166 pages, $16.00, 

softcover. 

 

 Worship is a major focus in Scripture, and should 

be an equally crucial focus in the life of the Church. Indeed, 

as Ben Witherington points out in We Have Seen His Glory, 

worship is the goal of salvationðthat redeemed sinners 

give praise, honor, and glory to God as He created them to. 

But often, he says, we move the focus of worship from God 

to ourselves and replace authentic worship with idolatry of 

self, time, or tradition. 

 Witherington, a professor of New Testament at 

Asbury Theological Seminary, takes a look at New 

Covenant worship largely through the perspective of Johnôs 

writings. He begins in John 4, when Jesus engages the 

Samaritan woman to teach the fundamental reality of His 

coming that worship was not about being in this place or 

that place but about coming to God ñin spirit and truthò 

through the person of Christ. He follows this theme through 

to Revelation 4 and 5 where all creation bows to the Lord 

seated on the throne and to the Lamb. 

 Extrapolating from these Scriptures, Witherington 

paints a picture of worship that is all about Godôs glory, 

reflected in those He has redeemed. True worship, he 

reminds us, is about ñputting God in His place,ò ascribing 

to Him the praise due Him both for His attributes and 

actions. Activities that seek to placate and puff up 

churchgoers in the guise of praise are anything but worship. 

True worship is the antithesis of entertainment. 

 We Have Seen His Glory is a worthwhile addition 

to the notable books available on worship; its call to shed 

our selfishness and our cultural addiction to the casual in 

order to prepare our hearts for worship in spirit and truth is 

delivered with conviction and clarity. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: All/Worship Pastors 

Type: Worship 

Take: Recommended 

 

 

Interpreting Gospel Narratives: Scenes, People, and 

Theology, Timothy Wiarda, 2010, B & H Publishing, 

Nashville, ISBN 9780805448436, 233 pages, $24.99. 

 

 The writers of the Gospels infused their accounts of 

Jesus birth, life, ministry, death, burial, and resurrection 

with personal encounters. Jesus did not come to earth 

teaching truth while sequestered from everyday lifeðHe 

interacted daily with very real people in very real cultural 

settings.  

In Interpreting Gospel Narratives, Timothy Wiarda 

points out that the Gospels highlight the individuals who 

Jesus engaged with more purpose in mind than simply 

reporting the facts or adding authenticity to the story of 

Christ. He makes the case that the writers deliberately show 

these individual encounters to show the breaking of Godôs 

kingdom into the world in the microcosm of Christôs 

breaking into the lives of individuals who cannot leave His 

presence unchanged.  

Wiarda covers a variety of angles in teaching 

pastors and Bible students the principles of literary 

interpretation of Scripture. His focus seems to be both on 

teaching this method and emphasizing that such a literary 

approach enhances rather than challenges traditional 

theological and historical exegesis. He advocates an 
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approach to studying and teaching the Gospels that utilizes 

both methods to illuminate the full truth of Scripture. 

Though at times wordy and academic, the book 

serves as a good reminder that we cannot understand the 

power and person of Christ in purely theological terms, and 

that His incarnation was a fundamentally interpersonal act. 

He redeems literary criticism of Scripture from its usual 

haunts of textual deconstruction and applies it to biblically 

sound exposition. It should be a beneficial addition to any 

pastorôs library and an eye-opener to any serious students of 

the Word. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: Pastors/Teachers 

Type: Hermeneutics 

Take: Recommended 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

News Update 
 

Global South Anglicans Reconsider Communion 

with U.S.  
The Christian Post reports that Anglican leaders 

in the Global South may not abide the presence of the 

Episcopal Church within the global Anglican 

Communion for much longer. 

ñSome of our Provinces are already in a state of 

broken and impaired Communion with The Episcopal 

Church USA and the Anglican Church of Canada. Their 

continued refusal to honor the many requests made of 

theméhave brought discredit to our witness,ò said some 

130 Anglicans from 20 provinces at the conclusion of 

the Fourth Global South to South Encounter in 

Singapore. 

The Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church 

of Canada have both continued their ñdefianceò of 

Scripture with the consecration of a partnered lesbian, 

the Rev. Mary Glasspool, according to the group. ñ[We] 

continue to grieve over the life of The Episcopal Church 

USA and the Anglican Church of Canada and all those 

churches that have rejected the Way of the Lord as 

expressed in Holy Scripture,ò the Global South leaders 

stated. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Study Confirms Autism BoomðCorrelates with 

Aborted Fetal DNA in Vaccines 
A recent study by the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) has confirmed 1988 as a ñchange pointò 

in the rise of Autism Disorder rates in the U.S.ða date 

that pro-life leaders say correlates with the introduction 

of fetal cells for use in vaccines.   

While the EPA study does not speculate into the 

cause of the jump in autism rates, and makes no mention 

of aborted fetal cells, the researchers point out that it ñis 

important to determine whether a preventable exposure 

to an environmental factor may be associated with the 

increase.ò  

According to the pro-life group Sound Choice 

Pharmaceutical Institute (SCPI), which specializes in 

vaccine research, that ñenvironmental factorò may well 

be the use of aborted fetal cells in vaccines.   

Analyses of autism rate data published by SCPI 

identify 3 clear change points in U.S. autism disorder 

trends: 1981, 1988 and 1995, all of which the groups 

claims roughly correlate with the use of vaccines 

(Meruvax, MMRII, and Chickenpox) that were 

cultivated with the use of tissue from aborted children. 

The group says that it has been unable to identify any 

other factor that might correlate to the change in autism 

rates.   

ñThe only environmental event correlating with 

these statistical autism trend óchange pointsô which 

would impact almost all children was the introduction of 

vaccines produced using human fetal cells and 

containing residual human DNA and cellular debris,ò 

said SCPI. 

Pro-life groups say that the research by EPA 

adds to an increasing body of evidence implicating the 

use of aborted fetal cell material in the nationwide 

vaccinations impacting nearly every child born in the 

United States.  

American Life League has joined Sound Choice 

Pharmaceutical Institute in calling for a Fair Labeling 

and Informed Consent Act in light of the findings. 

ñFor years the evidence has pointed toward the 

link between vaccines using DNA from aborted babies 

and the rise of Autism Disorder rates,ò said Jim Sedlak, 

vice president of American Life League. ñParents need 

and deserve to know the risks associated with 

vaccinations made from lines derived from the bodies of 

aborted children.ò 

SCPI has affirmed that they are continuing to 

study the impact of residual human fetal DNA in 

vaccines on the brain development and autism in 

children, and will present their studies at the 

International Society for Autism Research in May 2010. 

LifeSiteNews 
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Federal Court Says Church Bells Are Constitutional 
Religion News Service reports that a federal 

court has ruled a Phoenix, Ariz., city ordinance trying to 

limit the sound of church bells is an unconstitutional 

impingement on religious expression.  

In 2007, one day after Christ the King Cathedral 

moved to a space near a fire station, neighbors 

complained the churchôs electronic bellsðrung every 

hour, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.ðviolated the cityôs noise 

ordinance. Although the church attempted to appease 

neighbors by erecting a buffer on its speakers and 

passing out informational flyers, the city filed a 

misdemeanor complaint last year.  

The churchôs pastor, Bishop Rick Painter, was 

found guilty in city court and sentenced to 10 days in jail 

and three yearsô probation, though he never served time 

in jail. On Monday, the federal court ruled in favor of 

the church bells, saying the city cannot prohibit ñsound 

generated in the course of religious expression.ò 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Pakistani Christian Brutall y Murdered 
A Christian in Pakistanôs southern Punjab 

Province was murdered March 9 for refusing to convert 

to Islam. Rasheed Masih, 36, allegedly was killed with 

an ax by six Muslim neighbors who reportedly were 

business rivals. 

The six men were charged with torture and 

murder and an investigation is underway, but the 

suspects have not been arrested, the Compass Direct 

news service reported.  

Iqbal Masih of the Church of Pakistan told 

Compass Direct that Rasheed Masih and his brother Asi 

had been under constant pressure to recant their faith in 

Christ and become Muslims. Their constant refusal 

ñgradually turned into enmity,ò Asi Masih said. The 

police report two of the suspects had made threats of 

ñdire consequences and deathò for six months prior to 

the murder. 

Baptist Press 

 

Pouillon Murderer Sentenced to Life in Prison 

Harlan Drake, the truck driver who shot and 

killed pro-life activist James Pouillon and local gravel 

pit owner Mike Fuoss, has been sentenced to life in 

prison. 

The sentence was handed down by Circuit Judge 

Gerald D. Lostracco on April 22. According to the Flint 

Journal, the judge told Drake that, ñAs you go off to 

prison today, youôre certainly no hero in anyoneôs 

book.ò  

Drake shot and killed Pouillon on September 11, 

2009, as the pro-life grandfather stood outside of the 

Owosso High School, holding a sign with the picture of 

a child and the word ñLifeò on one side, and a picture of 

an aborted baby on the other.  

Drake stated during the trial that he specifically 

targeted Pouillon for his pro-life activities, and that he 

only decided to kill Fuoss, a former employer against 

whom he had a grudge, after shooting Pouillon and 

realizing that he had nothing to lose.  

Troy Newman of Operation Rescue told 

LifeSiteNews.com in response to the sentencing that ñI 

think itôs the right decision. It serves the cause of justice. 

It sends a clear message to other people that murdering 

Christians will not be tolerated.ò 

ñBut,ò he continued, ñwe never celebrate when 

people experience tragedy in their lives. Weôll pray for 

Harlan that he has a conversion in jail, sometime in the 

future.ò Of Pouillon, Newman said: ñHeôs one of the 

21st century martyrs, clearly.ò Last December Operation 

Rescue announced that the organization was 

posthumously awarding Pouillon the 2009 Person of the 

Year Malachi Award. 

Family members of the two murdered men read 

statements about the deceased.  

ñMr. Drake, you took away my (grandpa), the person 

who I trusted most,ò said Holly Pouillon, who read a 

statement by her 16-year-old daughter Madison. ñI wish 

you would have gotten to know him as a man, not just 

hate.ò Pouillon was killed only minutes after dropping 

Madison off at the very school in front of which he was 

holding his pro-life sign when he was shot.  

Holly said, however, that she forgave Drake. 

ñMay God be with you.ò 

LifeSiteNews 

 

Iranian Pastor Assaulted and Arrested in Karaj 
ASSIST News Service reports that plainclothes 

security officers attacked a house church in Karaj, Iran, 

threatening the members and taking the pastor into 

custody. 

 Witnesses said several plain clothes security 

officers, introducing themselves as ñagents of the 

Ministry of Information,ò invaded the home of a local 

pastor on April 14. They assaulted and arrested the 

pastor, Behnam Irani, and transported him to an 

undisclosed location. Karaj is situated about 13 miles 

west of Tehran.  

ñSources in and around the city of Karaj report 

than approximately 10 young men had gathered to 

fellowship and practice their newly found faith by 

studying the Bible, void of any political or current 

issues, when this attack occurred,ò a spokesperson for 

the Farsi Christian News Network said. 

Religion Today Summaries
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Puzzles and óToons 
 

Church óToons 

By Joe McKeever

 
 

Answers to Last Issueôs Puzzles:

  

 

Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham 

By Mark Oshman 

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, June 1995 
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