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The Sign of the Cross: The Twdey Relationships of the Faith
By Joe McKeever

They came to Jesus with two things on their minds.r i a | a n d A rew commandnrent logive yourfi
They sincerely wanted to know how He would answer théiove one another. As | have loved you, you must love one
guestion; if in the process they could trip Him up, so mucanother. By this shall all men know that you are my

the better. disciples,f you love one anothér ( J o h3b). 13: 3 4
fiTeacher, which is the gresst commandment in All right, is everyone clear on this? Salvation is a
thelawd ( Matt . 22: 36) . matter of repenting of our sin and putting faith and trust in

Jesus Naupghalilevalthe Lérd your God the Lord Jesus Christ (see John 3:16) &t Thereafter, we
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all youwill want to work on deepening theglationship with Him.

mndd (Matt. 22:37). He wa s Thip inwlves kearning HisteachiDgs,wobeging theng amg

6:5, a verse known, lovednd memorized by evy faithful spending time each day in the basic Christian disciplines of

Jew. prayer and study and meditat
You can almost see how the exchange went from Salvation is lived out among people, not in the

there. fAGood answer, 0 t heremateasett somewhare. Jedugcbhmmands us & bessalti andd
was wal king away. iAAnd t hlght®éhic wanldiMat. B:E314). Ve are to let the light &f e i
Jesus called after him. §&emwoud fadghskir? befbregeoplenirysach @ wal teaa r
asking the Lord whawas the second greatest they will want what the Lord has to offdviétt. 5:16). But
commandment? | didnét, diwdeyodanrbWhb.iSénsthingmhonttha femwessh er e
As the man turned back to the Lord, Jesus said, nature of the human heart insists that we can violate this
fiYou shall love your neighbor as yourself ( Ma t t . ordet and8 $parate the two.
far less familiar verse taken from Leviticus 19:18. With this Some want their Christian faith to be a private thing
word, the Lord Jesus sent a message down through the between themselves and the Lord with no one else
centuries to His people of every generation: God willnoti nvol ved. f Me a nthingGoisu sw & t
all ow us to turn the Candi thea offemsive titleaadf d dountrygdsmel sang vommmy i c al
Jesuonl yo kind of thing. Myc hri el | daht oi codn. s hAl ps twei pt ha bJoevseu st hd hs
provides salvation. My rel@inship with other people Me. 0 Slightly above that one
proves my salvation. are halftruths. It is absolutely essential that each of us have
Vertical and horizontdl the sign of the cross; the a rdationship of love and devotion to Jesus Christ. But we
perfect symbol of the Christian faith. This dual relationshigannot leave others out of the picture. The Christian faith is
which Jesus commands is taught all through Scripture. not a private thing.
filf we walk in the light as He is in thight, we History is saturated with stories of powerful men
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesusand women who gave eloquent testimony to their faith in
His Son, purifiesus fromallgin (1 J oAmyone Whodésus wlie owning slums, running industries with horrible
claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in theworking conditions, and treating their employees like
darknesé (1 Johfn a2n:y9o)n.e fisay s, slavds. Inlfactyseme@audlly did oyvre daves.
hateshis brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not Did they see no contradiction in the way they
love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, wheatted their brother and the faith in Jesus Christ they
he has not seen. And he has given us this command:  professed? Sinful man has a fine ability to
Whoever loves God must also love his brather( 1 J ocbnmpartmentalize his beliefs. Into this box goes his faith in
4:2021). Jesus, into that pigeonhole goes his treatment of his
Pretty c1lteeminds usiofssontethingitheemployees, and never the twain shall meet.
Lord said in the Upper Room just hours before His arrest,
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Then, there are those who see the Christian faithgmod to them, bless them, pray for them, and give to them. |
the opposite, as being al | calthesaitheduiirhostbdsioarts ohlpvenei ghbor o

little if anything about a relationship with God through We carry out these four actions all the time to

Jesus Christ. everyone with whom we are in a loving relationship (i.e.,
AAfter all, o0 they i ns.ichildren, siveethéarts; spduseg siblings paemtse a b o u

What Jesus wanted was f or grandchildrén|etcl. we dogooe thirgsafor themy wetbless . ¢
The liberal wing 6the Christian churchis more themwithawr wor ds, weblegsings yporHe av e

likely to buy into this heresy. The fundamentalist wing is them, and we give to them.

more | ikely t-andgeonf g f laé | fa dlew iBtloetcdse of people we are in loving

are perversions of t he L oreldtiorships with, evédo fagnsore thandhese four.aMe may  (
love your neighbor as yourself. That coupl@tns it up (as hug them, kiss them, hold hands, go for long walks
Jesus Himself said in Matt. 22:40). together, and swegtlk each othr. We are not required,

Now, the question becomes, what does it mean tthowever, to do any of those things for our enemies or our
love Jesus and what does it mean to love others? This isrthighbors. For them, we are to do good, bless, pray, and
iso what ?0 .(Bverydetmen isscempaosedrof gived the four most basic acts of love.

t wo parts: fAwhat ?sisthetlieoldgy o w Mleetfa8cimatiMghheng dbautthis is that when we do
the doctrine, and the second gives the application. Neithénase acts of love, regiiess of how we are personally
complete without the other.) feeling about it, the emotion of love often follows. We find

What does it mean to love Jesus? Maybetofeel@aur sel ves deeply caring abolt
strong affection toward Him, to get all godsempy even treating with love. Once again, the world intrudes here to
thinking of Him? Nope. Not even cladeet Him answer  stop this in its tracks. We learn from the worldward us

the question for Himself. The following statementsarealt hat Ai f | 6 m not feeling it,
from JesusO Upper Room Disbau?sk, hédlve. finat awbydbove
disciples before heading out for Gethsemane and His | can recall forcing myself to drive across town to

rendezvous wi t h Idyeudove nreywou weisit somedisgryneed dhurch member who had been

will obey what | command ( J o h nWhbeVver haS my brut@lizing me with his slanderous attacknd now,
commandments and obeys them, he isthe onewholoves hey 6 ve had a death in the f
med ( J o h nlif abybne Bde3 me, he will obey my problem, and they need a pastor. Ministering to them as a
teaching ( J o h nHelwHo:d@eS8 not lovéime does ngtastor was the hardest thing | ever did. But | ordered myself
obey my teaching ( J o h nifybuwdobe2 @) . A togetin the car, drive to their house and walk inside.
commands, you will remain in my lave ( J o h nYod 5lInvdri@b}y,on tlie way home, | was elated. The joy was so

are my friends if you do what | command ( J o h n  1tick, $o4sdlid, you could have sacked it up and weighed it

After six statements of the same pé@irtb love on the scales.
Jesus means to obey Hidnlt should be pretty clear what it Feelings are irrelevant. In fact, they are often our
means to love Jesus. worst enemy. We will do ourselves an immense favor the

A half-centuryago, Frederick Speakman wrote a day we rescue our spirdllives from bondage to our
book by the title of one enfotiobhshFeelirmgearemiocenWe all anjpyi tht eensatidrob v ¢
Somet hing You Do. o6 | b ougtedlingioved antt feetin happy.Mo ane Ilkes tofeel bad.. -
principle is one of the great assertions of Scripture. But those emotions are fickle and have led many astray. We
Christians are to cease thinking of love the way thddv  must be the master of our emotions, and that meaking
does, as a sentimentality which we fall into and fall out oburselves do the right thing regardless of how we feel about
Love is an action. If we love someone, we are to do lovinig
things for them. Ever stir in the bed on a Monday morning and say,
What kind of loving things? With Jesus, we aretoil donoét f eel |l i ke going to
obey Him. Nothing els® no amount of prayers, offerings,| i ke going to work, o0 or the
or selfmutilation® i s accept abl e as whatdidwed? Wegatou of bed, gad dressed, and went
obedience or nothing. on. An hour after we arrived, we were doing just fine. We
Paul Forahisgyrpose | wrotetoyouthatl make ourselves do the right
might know the proof of you, whether you are obedient irdoes. Immaturity stays in the bed and sleeps through class

allthings (2 Cor . 2:9). and loses that job.

That s how we are to | oveMasteChristensk Botv bewi ave weéos
love one another? What actions will that call for? In Lukecultivate the relationship with Jesus through prayer,
6:27 and following, the Lord instructs His disciplestolovevor s hi p, Bi ble study, and st

their enemies. He specifically calls for four actions: do the relationship with our brothers and sisters in the church.
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This will involve studying together, prayinggether, off from the people we are commanded to love the most.
playing and working alongside each other. And sometimé&is is not an option. We are under orders.
it involves just hanging out.

For the pharisaical nature of some of us, this will Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from
seem like so much time wasted. But we must learnto  New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at
rebuke that sinful, carnal voice within us that wouldwsit www.joemckeger.com

Exegetically Speaking by Spiros Zodhiates

Healing and Worship
Matthew 1521-31

From The Exegetical Commentary on Matthew Son of God. Thavemeory i showe nskh
AMG Publishers, 2006. believed &sus could immediately do something to meet her

[21] Jesus then crossed into the regions of Tyreadda ught er 6 s cr i si sonofZakiggo al s o
Sidon in Phoenicialhese two mostly heathen cities were acknowledging not just His deity but His fulfillment of
only twentyone miles apart. It was the Tyrenians who  prophecy that the Messiah wouldme fromthe seed of
furnished the timber for Baitomondés Temple and ot her ¢
buildings of Jerusalem. The cedars of aebn were floated [23] But he answered her nfiuk the absolute
some eightyfive miles from Tyre to Joppa and from thereé n patwdord desus 6 sil ence was i n
taken to Jerusal em. Dur i n got givenghe med@sonnHoweives, tve can deddce that thes Liortd ¢
populous and thriving city, and people came fromtheretbas Hi s per fect ti me, AHiI s F
hear Him GeelLuke 6:17; 10:13, 14et al). Paul also spent Him, no matter how frantic (like the woman) we are.
seven days at Tyre (Acts 21:3, 4) on one occasion. The disciples tok this silence as a cue that He did

[22] A Canaaite woman then approached Jesus,n ot want t h e Semdhemawagpdlusonthed . f

AANd, beholdidot[240Q, the imperative middle afidd ~ @orist imperative o&ipol[630, to dismiss, releape
from eidon the aorist ohora@[3704, to see and perceive Pecausghoti[3754) she cries behind  (a. t . ) . T

with emphasis on perceptipra woman of Caaancame assumed that the woman was becoming a nuisaribe to
Lord.

out of the’fetme coast§ apd cried. to Himz’saying, Have [24] fiBut he answere®d not the disciples but the
mercy(eléson the aorist imperative @leds[1653, to be  \yoman, for two reasons. First, the disciples already knew
merciful) on me, O Lordkdrie, the vocative singularof t hat Jesus h a dlostsleapeof tlemduse off o r
karios[2967, maste), You son of David; my daughteris Israeld because He h armdMathewifande
being demonized biéyo (a.t.) They knew she was a Géa, and this was only consistent
with what He had already commanded them. Second, the
Mark calls this woman a Syrophoenician (Mark woman responded to Jesusd ar
7:26) and records that Jesus had entered a house near ttigplying that Jesus was looking at her when He spoke.
border away from the suspicious, watchful eyes of the Thi s r e sthealastsheepmfithe howse of
public, though this was impossible (Mark 7:24). Israeld asvobviously not absolute, and Jesus wanted to
The aorist imperative indicates thaté w0 ma #e@ch His disciples this lesson. True, He came initially to
request was for immedi atethelpouseroaubghaelr. wBet fibe
demoni zed, 0 the passive veoheepaigdlighevingeat demomos
active oppression from which only the Lord could rescuelLord saves every one of His gge Of the hundred sheep
The womanédés attitude was ®aiHeihasihe njnetyandninearesafaly infthe tleh and h a t
Jews (Matt. 15:120). She had a need, and she believed He goes after the one remaining (Matt. 18#t2al). Thus,
Jesus had the power to cast out the demon, something Heey are not allost sheepp n | y  whio beiege nét,
had done on other occasions (Matt. 4246, et gl becausge[ i . e . are motohngy ghdp ( 1®26)n
Note the fait fromdhHecovenmdants A[ And amigee¢ Al ost shetwo i
ofpromisé ( Eph. 2:12) . Fihatshe, houseafphysieaisiagls @ i tmp ma ¥ Genklésefn d
believed Jesus was mercifel { e Uh6g5h Hi s p e o p |Aed other sheep | have, wiiich are not
compassionate), even beyond Jewish borders. Second, @h#ts fold: them also | mugtei[1163, not morad as if
she addressed Him as fiLor @0@ B8 @ beyengdangdaeressitprisg, andthey s h i |
demonic realms. She certainly believed He was the anointed

i
I,
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shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold,andonehave t o be caref ul t hat we

shepherd (John 10:16) mouth from the word fAdogso i
Paul goes to great theological lengths in the book of [271T he wo man Tputh(naifi3483, geg,: A

Romans to prove that God intended to extend His kingddrord: yet(actually two wordskai, also;andgar, for) the

to the Gentiles (Rom.®11) during a period of whathe dogs eat of the crumbs whi chk

c a | apartialfhardening ( Ro m. 11:Théy) tabfe d srael : A

are not all Israel, whichare ofIsra®l ( Rom. 9:6). I n Greek there are two w

Logically, this statement can be interpreted two ways. Malista ([3122], the superlative adverb ofala(n.f.), very,

Either an elect, spiritual Israel is totally within nalussael mostly, especially The other word, used here nai. What

(i.e., Israel according to the flesh), or the two classes s the differenceMalistais an adverb of comparison that

intersect |ike rings. Th eadnmisbftdegreestka goed, Hetiet, and Hest, wrlpdssibles u |
argument for the incorporation of Gentiles among which peobable, and certaiNai, on the other hand, is an adverb
descr i be Heib moraaen whighsis onefi of affirmation that excludes degrees by definition. This is
outwardlyo ( R @8h.If th@ house of spiritual Israel why t he Ie you yeqreai) bed yes @and your no
extends beyond natur al | s (0@ o] for whateverris mare tham thiiseévit { yla b a l ¢
not exclude Gentiles. a.t).

[25]l gnorant of Jesus6 planThe wbraiatietfera Wwasart absolute assent t
entire world but cognizant of an accepting, eveninviting,t o t he Lordés teaching; she

tonein Hisvoicelte woman r epéad el sddewas tpd. leran: herdi she could ord imquiring

me @Then came she and worshipdedr o s e k MT, U svleether this teaching, while nothing but the truth, was the

the aorist tense @f r o s KA4B5J@r@m pros[4314], whole truth. Note that she used neither the Greek

toward; anck u n[®fd, to kiss, the aorist signifying a adversativaléor alla, @, lbowcantradict the Lord, but

momentary act; gorosekunei[in T R, uBsS, N e sathériaifgdr, Tneexatni ng #Afor al soo (

the imperfect of the same verb, implying a continuing actnow suggested derivative truth, not a denial of the

him.0 In either case, the woman apparently fell on her facariginal. In addition to the fact that bread was not cast to

and kissed Jesusd feet. dogs, the dogs sti lkéepfallmgnef it
Notice the personal pronoumoi (me). This should (p i p t ,-the présant participle piptd[4098], to fall)

not be understood as a seintered request atthe expensé r om t hei romaaterpPps tabl e

of her daughter. She clearly identified with her daughter; [28] At this respnse, Jesus commended the

herdaugher 6s torment was her wo ma® womihogreatistthi faith:béereU ttheUt @

C 0 n n e cHelp men.:. . My daughter is demoniaéd aorist passive imperative gfnomai[1096], to becomg

22; a.t). unto thee even as thou wfthéleis the present tense of
[26]Sti |l |1, Jesus t edtifea tt H@B0oH) dordesingdlse sfbasidt Wias not t he

(ouKk) good(kalon the accusative ddalos[257()totake t hi nki ng of a pastorallebenec

(labein the aorist infinitiveof lamband[2983]; the aorist  there be(g e n U}t light) an@there becam@egénetd

means fAat t hi s)theibreae ofthe n ot lightee n(e @ e@rxy).yhe d8vil himself could not retain

children(t ® k [5@3%) and to castbalein the aorist the demon inside this young girl once Jesus had spoken.
infinitive of ball@[908]) it to the little doggkunariois And s o \edher daaghter wélis made whole from
[2952) ¢a.t.) that very hour 0

The root Greek nouk ¥ @hif.) is ahouse or [29] Jesus now left the region of Tyre and Sidon in
domestic dog, but the diminutikeinarion used here intheP h 0 e n i aame neammid thé Sea dbalilee Ble was
plural, is a smal/ d o g o r acpuaiptqu yithta begdin mbuntairstieese, perhaps thmang t ¢

hand thus the connection with the vekbnéZ The verb  where He had encountered the devil at the beginning of His
proskun€f t her ef or e, has ¢ o memihistry (Mett.ad:8). This too mayhave heerpthe@nebro b
thankful in theway a dog expresses its humble gratitude tiwhich He had taught the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1; 8:1).

only way it knows how. Three New Testament synonyms [30,31]Here gr eat mul t i tastde s,
for proskun@includesébomaito reverewith its dowrd ér(ipsan the aorist tense ohiptd[4496], to throw
associative nousébadn.f.], respect, and verkebazomai or let down) their sick before Jesus: the lame, blitaghf,
[4573]), euseb&([2151], to show piety, worshipind unableto speakmaimed, and others.

| at ([3000Pto serve. The verbr h 2 iprho often associated with

The Greek term tr ans]| athremhg day orgcattering refuse rather thae with fettng e
does not includéhe negative connotation it can today (i.e.down. Consequently, the scenario is not very pleasant, and
fgone to. tMer dogyesrn,) the factvikwadl yheoohirhdtendwst h Je
bread is noaippropriate for loving puppietoes ot mean  victims. These were not necessarily sick relatives but
the puppies do not have their own proper food, either. Weutcasts, rejects, beggars,ghdhat society, represented by
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the multitude, had disowned. Throwing someone down oHopefully, the crowd also rethought its responsibilities to
the ground is a sampling of the worst type of humiliation.the helpless.
But as Paul concluded, maybe partly from this very To glorify is to subjectively predicate all the
s ¢ e Maawill feject what God electgi{Rom. 8:33a.t.). attributes of God to God, that is, to recognize God as God,
The Lord Jesus restored these castaways completely ands He is objectively. Tis mental cognition causes the
permanently as seen in the udeseveral present emotions to burst forth in marvel and awe. One cannot be
par t i thequinkespeakinfalolntas the present emotionally detached while praising God. Because of the
participle ofl a 1[2880], to speak, break the silencthe  Trinitarian relationships, the Father and Son glorify One
crippled healthy(hugieis the @cusative pluraloh u g i Ua n o t 1 @od[the Fatherpe glorified inHim [the Son]
[5199], healthy onés the lame walkingperipatountasthe God shall also glorify Hinfthe Sonlin Himself[probably
present participle gb e r i p@48)@dvalk), and the the Son]and shall straightway gloriffdiim[ t he Son] o
blind seeingblépontasthe present participle of | ® p @ (John 13:32). At this point, the multitudes most likely
[99]], to seg¢ (a.t). gloried in God the Father through the Son who performed
The multitude did not stop witmarveling, which  the works.
alone stops short of salvation. The text s&ybey
marveled(thaumasaithe aorist infinitive of h a u m§ z @ Dr. Spiros Ddhiates (1922009) served as president of
[2296], to marve) énd(kai) they glorified(eddxasanthe AMG International in Chattanooga, Terasedor over40
aorist tense offl 0 x §1399, to ascribe glory; frond o k ® @ years, was the founding editor Rélpit HelpsMagazine,
[1380], tothink, to predicatgthe God of Isradl(a.t.). and authored dozens of exegetical books.

Beyond the Vell
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

fiAnd behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from titye great High Priest, and therefore the place of the
tobottord ( Matt. 27:51a). symbolical rite was broken up. No blood of bullocks or of
lambs is eeded now, for Jesus has entered within the veil
No mean miracle was wrought in the rending of swith His own blood. Hence access to God is now permitted,
strong and thick a veil; but it was riotended merely as a and is the privilege of every believer in Christ Jesus. There
display of powed many lessons were herein taught us. Tieno small space laid open through which we may peer at
old law of ordinances was put away, and like a wauh the mercyseat, but the reneaches from the top to the
vesture, rent and laid aside. When Jesus died, the sacrificedom. We may come with boldness to the throne of the
were all finished, because all fulfilled in Him, and theref heavenly grace.
the place of their presentation was marked with an evident Shall we err if we say that the opening of the Holy
token of decay. of Holies in this marvelous manner by dwordés expiring
That rent also revealed all the hidden things of thery was the type of the opening of the gategarhdise to
old dispensation: the mercgat could now be seen, and thal the saints by virtue of the Passion? Our bleeding Lord
glory of God gleamed forth above it. By the death of our hath the key of heaven; He opens and no man shuts; let us
Lord Jesus we have a clear revelation of God, for He wasenter in with Him into the heavenly places, and sit with
finot as Moses, who put a veil over his fatéfe and Him there till our common enemies shall be made His
immortality are now brought to light, and things which haf@otstool.
been hidden since the foundation of the world are manifest

in Him. Charks Haddon Spurgeon (18348 9 2 ) it he
The annual ceremony atonement was thus Preachers, 0 was a renowned

abolished. The atoning blood which was once everyyeams past or of Londonés Metr oy

sprinkled within the veil was now offered once for all by His works are still widely read today

| f | 6m a Sol di e?d Part 9IBattliescaddsSkimmishes Wa r
By Gerald Robison

If spiritual warfare is real, what does it look like? To get an idea of what this combat is like, we will
When does it happen? H o w exaniine specifiecasesfronwthel pas? Fromlthestwé will b e
by looking at the dferent categories of battles that take learn how the combat takes place, what kind of warfare we
place in the spiritual realm. can expect and whaedree of power we face. To

understand this better, | like to categorize the various
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episodes in one of the following groups: Spiritual Each of these events held lerapging effects for
Skirmishes, Spiritual Battles, Pivotal Battles, and Persontie people f | srael and were not
Battles. history6 That each of these o0ccl

ASpiritual Skirmisho Ilinkss the chain ofthistergcan ble seenan the fokowihg
encainte® one that has little more than a personal effectscenario.
That is, the result of this match will have a very small or We saw that at some point in the early history of
limited range of repercussions. the cosmos, Lucifer led a rebellionhiraven against God.

The ASpiritual Battl esHi sarcce diarregewa s otnd | fikca sl itkeatt
affect great numbers of people and destinies. Thoowic he was k n anaimed aherubtthatecovérs ( Ez e k .
of this matchup will determine the future course of a tribe28:14). Apparently, he had great authority and dominion,
a city, a nation, or an entire generation. These are but he was not satisfied with tdahe wanted more.
exceedingly important. God, uporcreating Adam and Eve, gave His new

APivot al Battl esd ar e oehtiorstheddminierxandaetmoety oger thevearth.\Satan,n d
consequence that the future of the entire cosmosand want i ng to pervert and det ol
creation rets with the victor of this battle. These battles aceeature, enticed them to sin. However, in this attack and
of incredible import and | have found only two listed in  counterattack in the spiritual realms, Gedstains a hope
Scripture. that His plan will not be subverted. He promises to this

The APersonal Bat t | e s osinfulrcaupld thatoHe will sertd a $eedeofitte vonareto s o n
wars with individuallpt hos e t hat ar e edeéenetmemfranrthe cuise & theair sit (Gen. 3:15).
those that cause us th@sh personal shame. | have Satan counters this plan
separated this battle from the others because it must be datitting the descendantstbke garden couple into continual
with as a separate issue. The other battles mentioned, weebellion. And, in fact, that did happen. Genesis 6 opens
must know about and understand, but this one, we mustwith God looking at the heart of these descendants and
personally participate in and we need to win. Thislél f i n danlypeayil céntinually 6 Even t hough H

discussed in a future issue. that He even made man, His grace and mercy persandre
He chooses to save one man and his family (Noah) and then
The Skirmishes destroys all others.

As you recall, these are the battles of narrow As the world begins to replenish, God sets His
consequence and are mostly personal. You might remensigiits on another man, Abram. He chooses this man out of
with me such instances as alNtheashardduilds thée fatural mot oo fis sdoulders, ket mn ¢
(Gen.9:262 1) , Lot s | i vdom@en. n his loirss. Ggcaptomised thi§ ma8 sons so numerous that it

19), David being tempted to commit adultery (2 Sam. 11)would be like counting the stars in the heavens or the grains
Saul 6s continuing occasi oofsandirfthedda $Cerb ) Satan sets a new plag in , 1
28) , Peter ds deni6d)thepdssessddmo st o Lukew2h &4 he knows of
approaching Jesus and the disciples (Matt.-828&t al), attacks and entices the man andwife (since she was
andDema8 abandoning of Paul bar2n),withran altefnatin son through a handmaid. But
Each of these individuals had a struggle with whathis son, Ishmael, is not the son God promised. But God
they desired to do and Go koaoss His dledgelandfgives Isaadtreamgh Sarah éGen. 6k
their inclination to sin and the sin itself were certainly a Time passes. Isaac has two sons, and again, Satan
battle for each, but they were ones of limitedgequence set to wok by enticing the oldest son to become more
and range of repercussions. In many of these episodes thencerned about other aspects of life, than his relationship
spiritual war is within ourselves, that is, we deal with with God. It work® Esau finds the birthright of no more

temptation and the personal desires of our flesh. value than a bowl of soup and sells it to his younger
brother, Jacob (Gen. Z2B).
The Battles J a ¢ o le & sharhcterized by deception and

The Spiritual Battles, on the other hand, often hadubterfuge. He appears void of spiritual concern until he
longranging efects. For instance, remember the occasiongestles with an angel and receives the blessing of God.
of Moses in a match with the magicians (Ex-X¥3, Aaron God 6és pl an is still at wor Kk
and Hur needing to | ift MsosseSatan récagnizésond obtheselns thetizamd sdish e |
the valley below so it would be in their favor (Ex. 1711 a plan in the minds of the brothers to kill Binat least to
13), Elijah withstanding the prbpts of Baal and calling  get rid of him. Joseph is sold into slavery, presumed to be
fire from heaven (1 Kings 18bhekilling of the Jewish dead by his father, spends years in slavery and prison, but
babies in Egypt atthekllingotted Gdu has allbwed thiscplan il ard2rao)preserve him and the
Jewi sh babies aft elB). Jesuseéntrbei rftalodhbpatttfdrgodd: QL Gen. 45) .
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Attack and CounteAttack! Plans and Counter God gave them kings. Satan blinded, frustrated and
plans! hampered them. God gathem prophets. Satan had them

Later, we find the Jews progressing quite well in killed. God gave them over to other nations. Satan was
Egypt. If Satan is going to win, he must do something to pleased. The Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, the
suppress these people of whom God has said Heveik ~ Greeks and the Romans all had their days ruling over these
His new plan. So, Satan works in the minds of the people of promise.

Egyptians to put the Jews into slavery. But even in slavery, Then, quietly and without anyripr announcement,

God blesses them and they multiply. Satan, seeing that t8@d does something unexpected. When all was quiet, when
more children there are, the better the chances of the all was ready, God sent forth His own Son! The original
deliverer being found, #n devises another detéua plan promise is being fulfilled, unless Satan can couattack

to kill an entire generation of Hebrew baby boys. One  and detour with an effective plan. Lucifer springs quickly
escapes, and through Gododmtoant iqure. ske sl arft fruanorql Hei
places this one baby in the very household of the one whdll the Jewish babies! But God sends an angel with a
ordered his death (Ex-2). warning so that the Savior is spared.

As Goddés pl afitthreugh Moses,t o b &eaus is raised in obscurity, but when the time is
Satan brings rebell i on i nrightoQoadprepdares deagthrough Jahwthe Baptist. gohre .
offers them citizenship in a Promised Land; they only sedegins stirring the hearts and minds of the Jewish people for
citizenship in Egypt. He offers manna, quail and freedomthe One who can calm them with a peace that passes all
but they only see the stewpots they had in slavery (Ex. 1Gnderstanding. Now that John has the attention of the

18). The confrontation becomes so great that God populace, he also has the attention of the spirits as they look
intervenes and opens the earth to swallow the rebellion ad Jesus comes tohloand is baptized; the Father gives
the rebellious. His voice of approval and the Spirit sets His seal upon Him.

God takes Moses to worship in the mountain. SatAnd now the attention of all those in the spiritual and
takes the people to worship a golden calf (Ex. 32). God iphysical worlds are focused on Jesus!
giving Moses commandmentghile the people below are Jesus is then led into the wilderness by the Spirit of
breaking them. Moses & f ac 6&ods$ohtie puepsse of doindpbattlei, tg sharpen amdhhiore ¢he t
masses are wallowing in darkness (Ex. 34). Moses dies, $kills for the bigger battle to come. This battle is not to the
the battle involving him is still not over. Even then, the death, but a test of strength, skill, allegiance, and obedience.
warfare carries on as Satan and Michael (the archangel) If Satan can persuade Jesus to sin, the plan of God would be
contend for the body of Moses (Jude 9). finished. ButJesus parries each attack with a blow from
Joshua is chosen as successor and God shows thlis own Sword, the Word of God (Matt. 4). Satan could not
He will live and work through this new man whose strongwin; Jesus would not lose.
heart is so stable that after a lifetime of battles, he swears Other skirmishes take place over the ribrte
t h ad for me and my house, we will serveltbed. 0 years. Demons, in direct frontal confrontation, are no match
Satan cané6t get to this m@nrmhe Hestof Hawen. putifarmplans ® stir up the peaple t h
accordingly. He chooses a man, mostly unknown,who and i ncite them to kil God¢
secretly places some forbidden treasures within his homéme, are all to no avail. Finally, after a few short years, the
But with this small treasure, Satan has planted a giant time looks right. Satan has the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem;
problem. Sin in theamp affected everyone. Men were  he has the Roman leaders; he th@sgeneral populace at a
dying in the battlefield because of what was hidden in a time when they can all be fooled by religious fervor; and
tent. If this keeps up, the Jews will perish in the eternal fakesus is within their grasp!
trinket of the temporal! But God fends off the attack and the Satan has already been at work planting seeds of
detour with a word of wisdom to Joshuvho discovers the doubt in Thomas, failed vision in Peter, and-self
sin. The sin is then surgically removed from the body of righteousness in Judas. He uses these agiids Judas to
Godbés people in order t o thelewishleaderd)RRetertd aojouhgeia And Thonjad, withh .
After Joshuads day, t hteeothersorpnnieg away.dhefadiers come, the sbreant ofn
only settling in the land, but settled in their ways, and thoge High Priest is there, and so is Jesus! But something
waysdi d not r elEvergman diccthatGuhich. s&ems wrong; where are the legions of angels that one
was rightinhisowneyes (Jud. 21:25) . wolltld&xgethetwhbkesttahdyng guar

failed to see what God saw, because theirown eyeswerdVo man o6 ? Wher e is the resiste
stained with sin. If Satan could keep them in such a Father to offer? Where is the Power of Heaven?
condition, God could not use therrlowbeit, God used Jesus is taken. He is disrobed, mocked, beaten, spat

their times of blindness to encourage them to call out to upon, jeered at and finally crucified. A short time laltés,
Him for light. And just when it was needed mddewould is DEAD. Is that all there was to this great battle that had
send that light in the form of one of the judges.
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been looked forward to by so many for so long? Could it be Obviously, things were happening thagne

that simple? NO!!I invisible to the earthly eye. From that view, a man had
We have a beautiful hymn that describes the merely died. But within the bowels of the earth a spirit was
occurrences of the third day: stirring, overcoming, and refusing to be held. He took
fUp from the grave He arose, captivity captive! He overwhelmed the spirits that were
Withami ghty tri umph o6 ertherkiasd mhde ansopdmsv of them! The Bible says that
He arose a Victorffom the dark domain, fit was impossible@ f or t he grave to h
And He lives forever, with His saints to reign! is the Lord of Life!
He Arose! He Arose! These are the major spiritual battles; direct

Hal |l el ujah, Chri st Ar ocerdrdntation of the Holy and the unhdlyight and
These are the battles, not the skirmishes! These dagkness vying for dominion. Yet, as su#rgial as these
the battles of londasting efect! These are the battles of battles appear, these are not the pivotal battles!

import! But the story continues, with insight as to what was The pivotal battles took place even before the
happening in hell when all was quiet on earth, duringthoser uci f i xi on and resurrectior
three important days. resultso of the greater batt

fiFor Christ also died for sins once for all, the justearlier.
for the unjust, so that Height bring us to God, having
been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the SpiritGerald Robison iso-founder ofUnveilinGlory, a seminar
in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirted resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the glory of
nowinprisom (1 P&t . 3: 18 God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples of the
fiThis Man, delivered over by the predetermined world. UnveilinGlory is best known for tHeook and
plan and foreknowledge &od, you nailed to a cross by seminarCat and Dog Theologyserald has pastored
the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But Godcthurches in the U.S., Australia, and the Netherlands, and he
raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of deathpntinues to lead national seminars for Walk Thru the Bible
since it was impossible for Him to be held in its p@wer  Ministries.
(Acts 2:2324).

Points to Ponde® by David L. Olford

The Unchanging Jesus Christ

Text: AJesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and  which would be another indication of the faithfulness of

foreve0 ( Hebr ews 13:8) . these leaders atéltost of their own lives. Such leaders

needed to be remembered meaningfully and their example

Thought: What a statement! What a declaration! Notice ifollowed.

is not a question. Noticthat it is not an incomplete or But, what was their fAsec

ambiguous sentence. It leaps off the page of Scripture asvas the key to their faith and faithfulness? Was it not the

gl or i ou slesssiChrigie c ta n(dfA b e a ut ishmellespsrChridt? @oald itehe that@me these former

( 18 the same yesterday, today and forévgr. Li t e leadérd believedire the One they spoke of as they spoke the

text reads: iJes usyth€damd and woydeoEQoa: thelGng wha endbled tbeit manner of life and

into the ages. 0 So, how i minidinhwasnome athenthah thesametOnemdainevera i n

Hebrews 13:8 connected in some way to the landscape change® Our text (13:8) follows right after this directive to

around it in Hebrews, and especially the immediate contegtmenioer former leaders. The implication is that the

(13:7 and 13:9)? readers (and we today) should confess the same Jesus

Christ. The One they confessed, the One who was sufficient

The Unchanging Jesus Christ and a Lesson from the  for them is the same today.

Pas® Verse 7 So, even though we remem
As we read Hebrews 13:7 (along with the originalOne they confessds not former. In remembering such

recipients of this letter), we are encouraged to rememberdhéders and imitating their faith, we recognize afresh that

lives, the ministry, the faith, and the faithfulness of formetheir Savior and Lord is our Lord and Savior as well. He is

leaders who were exemplary. the Constant, the unchanging One, and we look to Him.
They led and ministered the Word of Gdtheir

conduct and faith were worthy not only of reflection but The Unchanging Jesus Christ and a Warning fothe

i mitation. Some c o mimerestitaft Bresend Y9t he phrase 0

theirconducdb as pointing to their death or martyrdom,


http://www.unveilinglory.com/
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As we come down the other side of the peak (13:Bpwerful truths of Hebrews 7:23. The sameness, the

we encounter i mmedi at el y unbhangingrnatireof odrsleswsaneand thatgHe saved
exhortation notcaftied adow iwn ft tdootieually, eanpletedyr andieternally.
various and strange teachings or doctrines. 2) Jesus Christ has obtained eternal redemption

The specific teachings seemtiave to do with or (See Heb. 9:11 5 ) . Di d Hawngobtainedi ce 0

are associated with certain foods, which were often a padtefnal redemptiod ( 9: 12) ? Thi s redem
religious practices and beliefs. Whatever beliefswere t hr ou g h Joeal sasrifice with &lis own blood,
connected to these foods were not appropriate, and offered through the eternal Spirit, does tleeplwork of
unnecessary for the good and growth of the believers. Thisl eansi ng and redetarpat i on t hae
was unpofitable teaching, indeed error. What they needeihheritance 0

was grace, not fAgrub. o0 They ®@)JabusClrist is the reediatdr of anteernab c c u p i
with such teachings, but to recognize the sufficiency of the 0 v e nNow iihay thé God of peace who brought up our

grace they had received. Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep,
Jesus Christ is to be the focus of our faith; indeedhrough the blooaf the everlasting covenant, make you
He is theflauthor and finisher of faithd T her e i complete inrevery dood wark to do His will, working in you

be Ataken ind by any doct whatisavelltpleasihg iniHs sightp throughoJespsaChristhtd e

Jesus Christ Himself and the grace of God in Him. Againwhom be glory forever and ever. Arben ( He b-21). 1 3 : 2

Jesus Christ is the Constant, the unchanging One, the truth,  The eternal salvation and redemption arenezted

the faith. to an eternal covenant that connects eternally the Shepherd
In contrast to bing taken in by these strange with His sheep. This is not a temporary plan, a covenant

doctrines, these readers were to remember those who sgb&ecan be improved upon, or changed. This is an eternal

the word of God to them, who exercised exemplary faith,covenant accomplished through the blood of the changeless

and |lived faithfully to t tne. AzapdnfthiFdownant, Godoisséekirgsoimatare us,a ¢
Christ.d The changel drmsweOt enalilewus td dodlis Wwilk wmorking iroolur livedhfer Hisl avn
confess, and Godds gr ace pleasue.hefeisa livemgrelatianship with & lavibglLord h ¢

hearts. We need to heed Paesubwhsissegkmgto woek iniouwr livestevery day. mo t h
Be strong in the grace thatisin ChristJedus( 2 Ti m. 2: 1) .
Thrust: There is no Epistle thapellsout more clearly the

The Unchanging Christ and Encouragement for the difficulties and challenges for the one who would be
Future faithful to the Lord. The writer is concerned for those who
These wordsn 13:8 present one of the most may be tempted to turn aside, to turn back, to give up, to

important truths found in the Epistle to the Hebrews. give in, or to drift away. What encouragement can yoeg gi
Throughout the Epistle there is a contrast between the when the challenges are real, when the mountains seem
temporary and insufficient aspects of the old covenant high, when the pain goes deep, the opposition rises up or
religion verses the permanence, the sufficiency andthe when even t h desubsChristis the sammeme ? 7
eterra | isamenessodo not onl vy yebterdhe todawandddravedst Hi msel f but
what He has accomplished. Be encouraged in the Lord Jesus Christ today. As

1) Jesus Christ is the source of eternal salvation hasbee sai d over and over agai
(See Heb.5:8 0) . Not i csourde(brauthprofr a s d@avid . Olford teaches expository preaching at Union
eternalsalvation ( 5: 9). What Jesus accUmpVveérsdietdy @s Dtuephen Ol
foreve High Priest (like Melchizedek) can never be Tennessee.
superseded or ultimately undone. Hear the contrast and the

The Story Behind the Song by Lindsay Terry

Ailf Youbre Gonna Pl ay, Pl ay o
Song:ithe Bl ood Will Never Lose Its Powero

fiKnowing that you were not redeemed with Andrae Crouch and his twin sister, Sandra, were
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way oborn in Los Angeles, California, into a dedicated Christian
life inherited from your forefather but with precious home. His dad, Ben Crouch, at that tinleyapreacher, saw
blood, as of a lamb, unblemished and spotless, the bloodwit that his family was always active in Christian ministry.
Chrisd (1 PIOX . 1: 18 While Andrae was growing up, the family attended the

Emmanuel Church of God in Christ, pastored by Rev.
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Samuel M. Crouch, Andraeda freaenhddschemewi th was Me mc
congregation of appromiately 2,000 people. party with most of the guests being choir members. When |

In an interview a few years ago Andrae related tharrived the people were in the back yard barbecuing and
foll owing to me, dtldpingp ar e gehesallythavidg atgeod tend wag so shy and litdel was
establishments; dad managed one and mom the other. V@hgnfour feet, eleven inches tall until | was sixt@ein
the opportunity presented itself they shared their faithwitthi dndét want to go out there.
those who fregented their businesses. | grew up in that cigarettes in their hands and generally acting in ways that

kind of environment, where we were always aware of thewere not Christ i ke. | di dn@&twassoder s
blessings of the Lord, and wanted to win souls for Him. disappointed | began to weep.
fiOne day the call came tofimyt hanhhgai totprehehlLatd

Macedonia Church, a small congregation about snitgs How can this be? | would love to write songs for You. If

from Los Angeles. We had never heard my dad preachiyaou woul d gi ve me a song, I
churctd on street corners, in hospitals, and in other There was a large piano in the living room anéddmn to

place® but notin areal pulpitin a church. Hehadbeen pl ay. The group in the back)
urged to preach at this little church on an interim basis, uglénced toward the crowd and saw something that made

they could secure gastor. He was hesitant to do so, but time, it seemed, go into slow motion. | watched as they
began to bargain with t hesldwly podred redl salice gntothe mdatltHey wgre goeking n ¢
gift of playing the piano, | will be a fulime minister, and AnSuddenl y, eyeicoutdyseerdésusd 6 s
figure out some ot her way catrying lpsrcross updoeCalvan/ randrhyaw His biood. 1ysawd
dyslexic and stuttered very badbg my dad knew that1  people following Him up the hill where He was to be

wasndt a speaker, but may beifiechAslisaw thig acene,ithat had deers pyompted bye r ¢
He thought that there was not much chance of thatpraydr he acti vi ti es i n the banck
being answered and maybe he would not have to pastortimated to my friend, Billy Preston, also a pianist, and said,

little church. 6Pl ay these chords. & And | &

ADuring that first wspridswes nmyhad df chradmec.a.l .l & dT hme p e
from the audience and as ksmjingaddkam mta #he holusd. They/degangaweep asy 0
music, would you use it f theycarhe,and gpihes mysorig.nVe gamgifor abbut dne ? 6
only eleven years old and had never thought aboutit. There ur and a hal f . 0
were no musicians in our immediate or extended family. | | have come to realize that only a few individuals
woul dnét hevehdelkead mofr h e hdavandadearmdsieeccontriiutiosuoal the singing of church
you | i ke to be an astr on aiolksadoss America, and Andrae Crouch is surely one of

AWell, my mother bel i ethosedeopl® strongly in my dadods
prayers that she went to a music store and bought a Andrae is an individdavho can do many things
cardboard piano keyboard for me to practice fingering onwell. He is a singer, musician, composer, and pastor, just to
When she first showed it to nsbe had placed it on top of aame a few. He presently leads the ministry of the New

sewing machine stand at the dry cleaning store. | Christ Memorial Church in Los Angeles, Californiidis

immediately began to bang on the keyboard, pretending tmmpositions have cut a wide path across Christianity for

play music that | had heard on the radio. many years, and have influenced several categories of
AiThree weeks | ater, dusadredpgusia. service in that |itt

church,aswewerealtou t o si ng 6éWhat a Friend We Have

in Jesus, 6 my dad cal |l ed Bdidction: Afterrmaltjplied thonsandsaoé men weseme u p

He motioned to an wupri ght crycified, ower aperiadrofngarlysonedhousand years, theO k ¢

youdre gonna pl ay, pl ay . 0 onlyOseavhodlied irothistmarmer Anid then do¥éhagain % the |

took the time to show me the soft pedal #melexpression One who has redeed you and m# our Lord and Savior,

pedabl havendét to this day JesugChrise Thank im todayfar His precieus idod) thd e

pedal is for. When the congregation began to sing, | founidood that daily has the power to take away ourdsiol®od

the right key and began to play with both hands! About twloat will never lose its power.

weeks later my father gave up his business and that was the

beginnng of the ministry of o lindsag Tetryhasédbeeh asong histarian for more than 40
At that point in the interview | asked Crouch to years, and hasritten widely on the background of great

give me the story behind hymssasdovorghip soigs inctudirg the mokeuliSing N ¢

Lose Its Power. o0 Foll owi n gofVYosrLéve Rorevef2@08) artlilihdbJaifice df Praisg :

il was only fourteen years of age, three ye@002).
following my initiation to the piano, and had been invited to
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Living out the Living Word & by Justin Lonas

A People for Gododés Own Possession

1 Peter2:4-10
Part five of an expositional series on 1 Peter. esteem and value for His people is key to understanding this
whole section.
Up to this point in his epistle, Peter has alternated In verse 5, we see what God is doing with these

bet ween exposition of Godbki manght$ es sprigial lzoase fodalhays a g v at
and exhortation of believers to live in holiness, a pattern firiesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrificesd Bef or e C
which he generally keeps throughout the book. In verses@od had dwelt among the people of Israel through the

10 of chapter two, he mines the Old Testament to descrilséatic, stone structure of the temple. Now, He lives with us
Godds pl an ofthe goalldfiHs megrey mp | e in Christ Jesus His Son, and in us through the Holy 8pirit
redemption. In the previsuseven verses (covered in last His temple is now the Bgdof Christ, who He has

mont hds col umn), we s awvwngP edeemed ancdnooghtttogathgr abtieelChueck. €hisdiving o

for the pure milk ofthe Woad ( 2: 2) . | n t heimple isneadetof living stonésewhaiasealso its priests,
that same Word to make a powerful point aboutthe persesnt andi ng bef ore God in the
of Christ and the privileges of His children. longer are we represented by other men; no longer is the

Verses 4 and 5 form the first sentence of this blood of animals spilled at the altar to make atonement for
p a s s argl eomingdito Him as to a living stone which hasén.

been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the As priests, we offer sacrifices, but what are these
sight of God, you also, as living stones, are béinitf up  fAspiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Christ

as a spiritual house for a hofyriesthood, to offer up Jesus Peter speaks of? ASpiri!
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus in the worls of Paul, who dscribes them as the gift of our
Christ 0 bodies to the Lordds service

fiComingtoHind@ f ol | ows t he p financial gifts $o thd warkefahe kirgadom.tThe author of
long for the Word, but this is a participle, indicating an  Hebrews refers to them as the verbal praises we offer to

assumed ongoing action rather than commanding God (13:15) and as the righteous lifestyle that flowmfro
something. Acor di ng t o Wayne Gr udlraind($3:16).dt m nterasting to notedhat, while

1 Peter, the verb employed hepeaserchomaiis often sacrifices are not now necessary for atonement, our spiritual
used i n the Sdawnead gi ot G dsaanificesmf |dve are both assumed and commanded as we
He speaks or in worship (as in Ex. 16:9, Lev.-8;and live out our redemption.

elsewhere). In this context, Peter seems to banaisg the Peter then shows the scriptural basis for his

coming to Christ in worship and prayer as part of the waystatemeh , quoti ng fr om IBshald,ah 2

we ar e g@wbihrespdctdo sdilvatian ( v e r s elay th Yion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he
The rest of this sentence is filled with imagery fromho believes in Him will not be disappointefiom Psalm

the Jewish temple and sacrificial system, remindingusthiatl 8 : 2 2 i Thhe stome whieh thé puild@rs rejected,

our coming to @rist is possible becauste opened the waythis became the very corngtione ¢ fem Idaiah 8:14 in

to Godds presence by Hi s gacsAdtodecobstumbiing,amd a ootk oftofiease.$ ¢ 8 a |

Gospels records that the veil of the temple, which had used the passage from Psalms in Matthew 22:42 to identify

symbolized the separation of God and man, was torn in tiimself as the prophesied cornerstone and to expose the

from top to bottom when Jesus died (Ma#:51, Mark wicked hearts of the scribes and Phariseessthralso

15:38, Luke 23:45) through Christwe cancometo God.r ef erred t o as the cornerstoc
Peter stri ki ngl Wwingswomséc, rwotstepsn Ephesans2:2@ s a 0

a metaphor that comes into focus over the course of this In between quotations, Peter elaborates on these

passage. Christ is the One who has been rejected by mene r s e s . He tells his reader s

but i s pr &sightoHe sontinues, &agirdydhat chosen and precious to God, but that thelse disbelieve

bel i everlsingastoned ail d enfii f yi n gee@Ghrig noras aadraerswone, but as something to be

with Christ. In the context of their present persecuted statkscarded. But Christ is not one who can be cast aside, and

it would appear that he is reminding them that their Lord there are consequences for rejecting &likte is the great

was rejected and persecuted by mengsshey were,but st umbl i ng bl ock to the worl c

that they, |like Him, wer ePgercemmlideewrss itho vieéyetuaibl@bedalsatheyd &

are disobedient to the Word, and to this doom they were
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alsoappointed 0 Thi s coul d mean Christwhd atsewill reagn with €heidh ie Hid kingdgm (cf.
against God by rejecting Christ or possibly that they reje@ Tim. 2:1113). Israel was an ethnic nation set apant f
Christ because they have chosewnlisobey God in either God; the Church, comprised of every race, tribe, and
case, they reap destruction. Before we get hungupontiieiongue, i's mRoweoptl eapaonrt Gaod
ilappoi nt @edkshodldbeanthatin mind. They are possessian 0
not rejecting Christ because God forced them to, but His The marvelous deeds of God that we are to
holiness does force Him to devote them to punishment ifproclaim are summed up héréle has called us out of
they reject Him. darkness into His light; He has redeemsdand brought us
Back in Matthew 22:4314, Jesus continues after together as one people for His glory; He took us as
guoting t he Heeforglisas toyou,dhey fichildgrenoffivratd and gave us mercy.
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given toedl and retell the story of salvation, giving God the infinite
people, producing the fruit of it. And he who falls on this glory He deserves for the gift of His Son. This is the
stone will be oken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it fullnessof why He has chosen us and built up the Church
will scatter himlikedustd 1 n t hi s aud a orntlewesnerstana df ¥esue Cidtish makiecknown His
promises that the kingdom would be removed from Israeblory for eternity.
because they rejected Him as Messiah and that God would This articulation of God:
raise up a new people to produce (preably spiritual) Church, though encouraging to the utmost (particularly to
fruit. It seems clear that this is what Peter is talking abouthose under persecutiond,riot simply intended as a pat on
verses8 0. Those wirakenhogpieoss boeng rh el b ack. I n the bigger pict
the stumbling block of Christ have forfeited their place ingreatness of our salvation is something that he retells to stir
Goddés kingdom, and it has beliegeesto thg livesefmolihess atdealédication & wisich e
nations. are called. What physical Israel livedton part, the Church
Peterds climactic st atoamieerottinuid theylhdd she lanansiteer fgrehem; we a
dramatic statement o Butyoh e havedhe faw Wwritten onoofir hdars dy the ISpirit (den. 31:36
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a  34).
people for Godbés own posses s iThlsrthen istle ultinhai@ purpgse of thenGhgrebp r o «
the excellencies of Himhe has called you out of darknessh e Godés own peopl e, shoutir
into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people,world. Because we are a people brought together by God,
but now you are the people of God; you had not receivedvhat makes us a nation is our allegiance to the King of
mercy, but now you have received meréy | n t h i Kings wineeis ouraskeat sligh Priest. As such, the ranks of
the most powerful distinctives of the peopleseland t hi s fAholy nationd can grow
applies them wholesale to believers of every nation. peopl e are dacammsavngfaiBododés gr
Israel was chosen by God to proclaim His glory aRdoclaiming the excellencies of our redeemer expands His
usher in His plan for redemption; the Church is the produgiory by bringing an evegrowing number of believers into
of His redempt i mwarlaimthed n o wHi$ familyets prais@andiexalt Him. Whaly! Whata plan!
excellencie§ o f G o d priedtssof the ¢ribe ohLavd
but they did not reign over the people; the Church is Justin Lonas is editor disciple Magazine
comprised of priesse ach wi th access to Godds throne in

RO Magnify th®:LWod swiitph a@art2 he Chur ch
By Tim Schoap

We saw in the first article of this seriesthatthecalor i nt h i &o whethed yoBeht,or diink, or
to worship God is one of the most fregtleommands of ~ whatever you do, do all to the glory of God
Scripture. We saw thtet in wofMMbhlirpfwe epr avhiladi mweil do i n
excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into ISignday mornings is in fact just a single expression of a life
marvelouslighh (1 Peter 2:9), gl o woyshimAchurah seHicesitded root wprship,conhea.
And, most importantly, we saw that, in the New Testamesgtting in which worship may occur. But corporate worship
the old focusn a formal rite of worship in a place (the is where this series is focused, so what does Scripture say
Temple and the Tabernacle) has been transformed into about the worship of the gathered Church? Is Jesus Christ
worship in a person, Jesus Christ, so that there are no mglarified by what we do on Sunday mornings? Are our
sacred times, spaces, or places. Every Christianisto  worship services authentic, biblical worship, or mere
worship everywhere, continually. As Paulote in 1 entertainment?
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What kind of worship duphelssthe oniverse dyethe word od Hid pawere 1Glo dy da

first of all the kind of wiov e h ilightoGtbedkeodlédgesohtiee glorywoh Gotl in w ¢
from insincere, disobedient hearts. In Isaiah &t%2he the face oflesus Christ (2 Cor . 4:6) , w h
prophet scorches Judbkcause though they love to will one day worship.

wor ship, they Whenybtcomedovr e t o dhledgn:sinimeasurably worthy of worship, as
appear before me, who has required of ttia trampling  Paul shows us in Colossians 1:A®, a truly astounding
of my courts? Bring no more vain offerings; incenseisamp i ct ur e of Chr i $drbydimall things o ur
abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the callingre created, in heavemd on earth, visible and
of convocationd | cannot endure iniquity and solemn invisibleéall things weroe <c
assembly. Your new moons and your appointed feastsnyv er s e 1 6 ) ; And eris b&aresatl things, and ,
soul hates; they have become a burden to me; | am weaiyg blim all things hold togethér ( ver se 17); a
bearing them. When you spread out your hands, | will hidee d e e f® He is tifie head of the body, the @huHe
my eyes from you; even though you enadany prayers, | is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
will not listen; your hands are full of bloaul everything He might be preeminent. FoHim all the

I n other words, you c afalnessioinGpdwa®epleased tpdwell,iasdahsodghto t h e
top of your voice, you can weep for joy, you can raise youeconcile toHimselfall things, whether on earth or in
hands in praise, but if ybeaveramakimgdgeacelbgthldochofjiHisicrosso bedi & a ¢
getthissHehae i t! | f you aren6tl820). ving in obedience, the
only prayers God wants from you are prayers of repentance.  To worship Jesus as anything less than God

So first and foremost, our worship must come frotdimself is not to worship Him at all.
sincere, obedient hearts. But beyond that obvious truth, Finally, Trinitarian worship is empowered by God
what must characterize our worship if itésglease God? | the Spirit. In worship we give our minds and hearts to God
believe there are three crucial characteristics for such in praise, but we cannot dioat apart from the Holy Spirit.
worship: it must bd) Trinitarian,2) Gospeloriented,and Ephesi ans 2: 18 says thaih thr
3) Word-saturated. theSpirid t o t he Fatlby¢he SpiidVe wor s

according to Philippians 3:3. More than once we are told to

Our Worship Must Be Trinitarian pray in and through the Spirit (Rom. 8:26; Ep{i8 Jude

We must worship God as he has revealed HimseltD).
the Threein-One, Trune God. To worship God as anything The Holy Spirit is present every time the Church
less is to worship another god entirely. So we worship Ggdat her s, but Hi s presence i ¢
as Triune, with an awareness of the distinctive work of eauns, it is shown by inward change. When we get a sense
person of the Trinity, giving glory to the Father forthegifio f Goddés gl ory, thatods the ¢
of His Son through the Spirit. convicted ofsin,tat 6 s t he Spirit at w

First, we give glory to God as Father. Wesaw encouraged and comforted in
earlier that we are to proclaim His excellencies. Our punyt work.
mi nds canbt grasp Hi s gr eat n dhisss exagtle whatweshauld expect# Wwdtrasti t ¢
magnify, to exalt, and to praise the Father for allthatwe God t o k e eAnd wkial, with onvedled fade,
can grasp as He has revealed Himself insHiVord. beholding the glory of the Lord, are beitrygnsformed into

We praise Him for who He is, as in Psalm 21:13, the same image from one degree of glory to another. For
fiBe exalted, O LORD, in your strength! We will sing and this comes from the Lord who isthe Spirit ( 2 Cor . 3
praise yourpower 0 And we pr ai se H3omorshipthat pleases GodHgivestylarg to the Father, for
done, as i nSinfte i, msinglpt@ises td Him;fie gift of His Son, empowered by the Spirit.
tell of all His wondrous wordt 0

Focusing on what God has done turns our attenti@ur Worship Must Be GospelOriented
to the second Person of the Trinity, giving glory to the Worship that pleases God must be Gospiinted,
Father for the gift of His glorious Son. In fact, we cannot but being Gospedb r i ent ed doesnét meal
glorify the Father apart $alvatsion meshage egeoyriSinday. & meansimaking theo r k
cross. When we come thea Son of God as our Savior, He Gospel the foundation and theme of our worship, doing
becomes our great High Priest who gave His own life forwhat David does in Psalm 96:35iifig to the LORD, bless
us, who always lives to make intercession for us (Hebrewdis name; tell of His salvation from day to dayp
7:2526), and who opens a new and living way for us to the We telfiof His salvation from daytoday by
Father. reminding ourselves what God has done for us. His acts of

It is in God the Son that the God the Fatls seen salvation stretch from the Creation through the Fall, the
mo st clearl y. Hecidothre eadiance bf:the Flsod, the @ogesnt, thie Exodus, the Exile, Return, the
glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and He

r
f
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Incarnation, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, the wesing 0 so we are careful t o
Ascension, and the filling and indwelling of the Holy Spirihymns we sing reflect biblical truth, focused more on who

The most important, absolutely central message @od is than how we feel about Him.
His salvation is the Gospel, the good news of thaiag In my church, we purposely start each service with
death of Christ on the cross for us and His resurrection t@ call to worship takenictly from Scripture, and we end
new | ife. Godbés mer cy an deaghsandce with ®benedictian rakeh directlyfrono n e me 1
must be the foundation of all our worshiipis the very Scripture. And in between, we give lots of time to reading
fipower of God for salvation to everyone who believes it, praying it, singing it, and studying it, so that ultimately
Romans 1:14.7 saysfifor in it therighteousness of God is we will live in submission to it.
revealed from faith to f ait h;Thagiswoshipthdt@deases od. Trieitarian, 6 But
righteous man shall live by faiti giving glory to the Father for the gift of His Son,

By the good news proclaimed in the Gospel, evil empowered by the Spirit; Gospatliented, proclaiming His
hearts are changed, guilty consciences cleansed, fallen m&ving acts thru history, and saturated by His Word from
and women arerbught to repentance and made new, andstart to finish.

the very righteousness of Christ is imputed to us. How do we put that kind of worshipto practice?

Reminding ourselves of these things awakens our thankdVhat is the role of music and emotion in worship? Those

and praise to God for His incredible blessings to us. are topics wedl |l examine in

Our Worship Must Be Word -Saturated Tim Schoap is cgastor of Signal Mountain Bible Church
Finally, worship thapleases God is Word in Signal Mountain, Tenn.

saturated. Gododés Word is our |ife and our food, as Je

i n Mat t Manwhaldinotdive byfbread alone, but bySources:As the author of Ecclesiastes might have Jai@ f
every word that comes from the mouthof Gad J u s tt haes wrti tiisng of books on wor s

indispensible to life, so it is indispensible to wops read most of them. Il 6m i ndet
That 6s why Paul t old tser®us@hmking esndiblisahworGHipupartchlarly Jdhn
the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and Frame, Don Carson, and Bob Kauflin. To the degree that

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms dhdir thoughts are echdéere, | give full acknowledgement
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your headsmy indebtedness
toGod 6 (Col ossi aashayve&eawh& o e o

Church Buildersd by Bernard R. DeRemer

Preeminent Poet: Fanny J. Crosby

Fanny Crosby (182@915)isremetme r ed a s f Hdweamany blessings | enjoy

most prolific and significant writer of gospel songs in That other people donodot!
American history. o She i s cr Sdweepoodsigwbedalse lmmoblied t han 8, (
including such enduring favolditasnas , A AondGdd wBa dtt h @
GloryosediiBsegranceo, AfPrai se LKitm!Ir Brhei sva oHiem! &,l t see
ARedeemedWayfiMyl Sakheor LepdsviMeeéncandf God that | shc
many others. mother and grandother greatly influenced her in the things
Some time ago, it was reported that the Hope  of God, and by the time she was 10 years old, Crosby could
Publishing Co. stil]l had fiheodredsheffiFaasnyf €unsbgaoks:s
poems in their files justfwaitGogpeéhbsbe Ské Wwouimdsalks
Crosby was born in Putnam County,YNWhen without number . 0
shewassixwdes ol d, a doctor 6 s b unlgl1l8B85nCroshy was @rireth atthe fanoolis a
minor eye inflammation left her blind. Yet she triumphed Institution for the Blind in New York City. There she
over this adversity. At the age of eight, she wrote her firsexcelled in all butnath, SO she wrot e, il
poem: makes me sick to hear the wc
iO, what a happy chil d | 8owonshe became resident poet for the school. In
Although | cannot see 1844 she published her filsbok of poems, which
| am resolved that in this world contained her first hymn. Other volumes followed. In 1851

Cortented | will be.
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she expressed concer n ab oimAmehica.iSheiftee roet withimpogant puble figures, vy ¢
lived for 64 more years. and even played her hymn 0 Se
Not until 1850 did she receive assurance of the funeral of President Ulyss&. Grant in 1885. She also
salvation, during revival meetings at the Brovagl wrote an autobiograph{,anny Cr os b,wlich Li f
Tabernacle Methodist Church in New York City. In 1858 is now long out of print.
she married Alexander Van Alstyne, also a student and Some may be surprised to learn that she used more
teacher at the school for the blind. He was a gifted musidiaan 100 pseudonyms over the course of her career (as
and faithful partner until his death in 1902. hymnbook publishers were reluctantmalude more than a
Crosby wrote the lyrics to many palpr secular few hymns by the same writer), including Julie Stirling,
songs, some of which were used in minstrel shows. But theank Gould, Carrie M. Wilson, and Ella Dale. How she
turning point in her life was February 2, 1864, when she kept track of them all, and her thousands of poems, lacking
met William Bradbury, the famous hymn writer and both eyesight and computers is astounding.
publisher, who told her, fi F o iICroshyaeamed gneavgasf $2.00, lared later b e e n
wanting you to write for ne. | wish you would begin right $10.00, for each of her poems; of course a dollar went much
away! o She did, and that farherthen. Hemministryearnedherteterpal dividandstahdu |
ministry of 51 years. the Church is richer today for her faithfulness.
How she actually wrote i sAtalmostdayedrmnofage, Ddveas calked hbme. i |
never undertake a hymn without first asking the good Loi@ften she hadvritten about this hope, and perhaps best
to be my inspiration in the work thaalm a b out tkon odwon. 0o fS hael | is the chorus,
found it helpful to hold a small book in her hand, somethihgec e, and tell the story sa\
she often did when lecturing or giving concerts. She would
pray and meditate until the mood was right, sometimes Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of
guoting sever al hymns t o #f p thdromeoftheHaéh irpmoma than@ detadeaf writind ra ¢
would come and she would write the song in her mind and Pulpit HelpsMagazine. He continues to serve in this
commit it to memory. Sometimes as many as 40 songs weoapacity as a volunteer contributoisciple.He lives in
stored away in her mind. Each song would ruminate for a West Liberty, Ohio.
few days, at which point Crosby would dictate it to a frienflpurces:
who would send it to the publish Victorious Christians You Should Knplay Warren W.
In her later years, Crosby became a popular publi&iersbe; excerpts used by permission.
speaker, and was for a time perhaps the best knownwoén k i pedi a, AFanny Crosbyo.

Couns el ordobby Ja@es RudgGray

BN

When Someone Feels ACall edo

Recently someone sai d inHhiskimglom thatrisek @weve our regalar wakesd t h e
call . What do vyou spohsewds a tisziplds Thie thiedticel a persdvigan reeeive is the call to a
simply, Al donét know. I t spacifidminidtey.preisirdvesa place &f serviceaahdlae d

Occasionally pastors and counselors will counselgroup that will support you in this ministry. An example of
with people who believe God has called them into what ishis call is when a pastor is called to a particular church.
commonly called vocational ministry. For the past few The most important chiks the first one. This is the
years | have taught a coarat a Christian university on thatall that opens up everything else. There are far too many
very subject. It can be a confusing journey oritcanbeap eopl e who fAgo into the mini
inspired experience. confident and settled in this first call.

| am convinced there are three calls in Scripture. There is an outstanding book entitleididing The
The call to salvation is the one that every born again per&titl of God: A Rigan Notionby Dr. Bruce K. Waltke. In
receives. | refer to it abesignificant call. Next, a person it, he basically presents the thesis that we are not called to
may receive apecialcall. This is, that deep awareness offind the will of God but we are called to prove the will of
the heart that God is directing a person to serve Him in aGod as we follow the guidance of God. | believe Romans
special capacity as a pastor, missionary, church planter,1 2 : 2 capt ur eBo notlleicanformeditorthessi p | ¢
evangelist, Christian counselor, teaclwern any number  world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
of other special areas of ministry. A call to ministry does that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is
not always mean it will be how we make our living. It doegood and acceptable and perfead
mean that we have been chosen by God for special ministry



Pagel6
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 8, 4/26/2010f Printer-Friendly Version

The truth is every Christian is on a journey. Everywill be led along a providential path prepared by the grace
Christian is called to be a disa#plA disciple learns from  of God.
Jesus and follows Jesus. As we do this, our Lord may give The sense of call is not profoundly simple but it is
us a special call which will certainly involve some type ofsimply profound. It is, after all, God who is calling a person
study and preparation. Then, our God may direct us into @and it God that is the key in the process. He communicates
specific area of ministry and place of service. Theikdo with His people primarily through His Word. If we can help
follow the guidance of God as revealed in His Word, a person diligently learn and obey Scripture, they can find
enlightened by His Spirit, and affirmed by His people, thegreat confidence and assurance in the direction God has for
Church. their lives. It will always be a matter of faith, but faith is not
When we counsel with people struggling witha ablindleapintm ot hi ng. It i s obeyin
sense of special or specific calling, we need to help them
see the absolute necagif a real relationship with the James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by

living God. We need to guide them into a patient and the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a
faithful study of His Word. We need to pray for them member of the American Association of Christian
earnestly. They need to know that there are no short cuts to Counselors. He pastors Utica Baptist Churchanega,
simply obeying God and His truth. By doing this, aspa S.C.

Book Reviews

We Have Seen His Glory: A Vision of Kingdom order to prepare our hearts for worship in spirit and truth is
Worship, Ben Witherington, I, 2010, Eerdmans, Grand delivered with conviction and clarity.

Rapids, ISBN 9780802865281, 166 pagd$®.$0, )
softcover. Justin Lonas

Worship is a major focus in Scripture, and shouldTarget: All/Worship Pastors
be an equally crucial focus in the life of the Church. Indeddpe: Worship
as Ben Witherington points out We Have Seen His Glqry Take: Recommended
worship is the goal of salvatidnthat redeemed sinners
give prai®, honor, and glory to God as He created them to.
But often, he says, we move the focus of worship from Gderpreting GospeNarratives: Scenes, People, and
to ourselves and replace authentic worship with idolatry dfheology Timothy Wiarda, 2010, B & H Publishing,

self, time, or tradition. Nashville, ISBN 9780805448436, 233 pages, $24.99.
Witherington, a professor of New Testament at
Asbury Theologtal Seminary, takes a look at New The writers of the Gospels infused their accounts of

Covenant worship | argel y Jebuslrthdife, mnibtrg, dgath, buwia, arnd resurrextiom .

writings. He begins in John 4, when Jesus engages the with personal encounters. Jesus did not come to earth

Samaritan woman to teach the fundamental reality of Higeaching truth while sequestered from everyday lifée

coming that worship was not about being in this ptaice  interacted daily with very real people in very real cultural

t hat place but isdpotandtrdld mi settings. o God i

through the person of Christ. He follows this theme through In Interpreting Gospel Narrative§imothy Wiarda

to Revelation 4 and 5 where all creation bows to the Lorgoints out thathe Gospels higight the individuals who

seated on the throne and to the Lamb. Jesus engaged with more purpose in mind than simply
Extrapolating from these Scripturesjttdérington  reporting the facts or adding authenticity to the story of

paints a picture of wor s hChpist. Héhraakes thescase thdt theawiters delibébatety 8how ¢

reflected in those He has redeemed. True worship,he t hese i ndi vi dual encounters
reminds us, is about AputkiinnggdoGo d nitno Hihse pMoaded, d na stchr
to Him the praise due Him both for His attributes and  breaking into the lives of individuals who cannot leave His
actions. Activitieghat seek to placate and puff up presence unchanged.

churchgoers in the guise of praise are anything but worship.  Wiarda covers a variety of angles in teaching

True worship is the antithesis of entertainment. pastors and Bible students the principles of literary

We Have Seen His Gloiy a worthwhile addition interpretation of Scripire. His focus seems to be both on
to the notable books available on worship; its call to shedeaching this method and emphasizing that such a literary
our selfishness and our cultural addiction to the casual inapproach enhances rather than challenges traditional

theological and historical exegesis. He advocates an
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approach to studying and teaching the Gospels thategtilizo a st or 6 s
the Word.

both methods to illuminate the full truth of Scripture.
Though at times wordy and academic, the book

| i -bpenerrtoyanysseridusuglents of y e

serves as a good reminder that we cannot understand th&ustin Lonas

power and person of Christ in purely theological terms, and

that His incarnation was a fundamalht interpersonal act. Target: Pastors/Teachers
He redeems literary criticism of Scripture from its usual Type: Hermeneutics
haunts of textual deconstruction and applies it to biblicallfake: Recommended

sound exposition. It should be a beneficial addition to any

News Update

Global South Anglicans Reconside€ommunion
with U.S.

The Christian Posteports that Anglican leaders
in the Global South may not abide the presence of the
Episcopal Church within the global Anglican
Communion for much longer.

inSome of our Provinces
broken and impaired CommunioritivThe Episcopal
Church USA and the Anglican Church of Canada. Their
continued refusal to honor the many requests made of
t heméhave brought
130 Anglicans from 20 provinces at the conclusion of
the Fourth Global SoutlvtSouth Encounter in

Singapore.
The Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church
of Canada have both

Scripture with the consecration of a partnered lesbian,
t he Rev. Mary Gl asspool ,
continue to grievever the life of The Episcopal Church
USA and the Anglican Church of Canada and all those
churches that have rejected the Way of the Lord as
expressed in Holy
stated.

Religion Today Summaries

Study Confirms Autism Boomd Correlates with
Aborted Fetal DNA in Vaccines

A recent study by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has confir med
in the rise of Autism Disorder rates in the d.% date
that prolife leaders say correlates with the introtion
of fetal cells for use in vaccines.

While the EPA study does not speculate into the
cause of the jump in autism rates, and makes no mention
of aborted fetal cell s,
important to determine whether a preventalijgosure
to an environmental factor may be associated with the
increase. 0

According to the prdife group Sound Choice
Pharmaceutical Institute (SCPI), which specializes in

di scredi fates. o

Scriptur &nitgdStateSe Gl ob a |

t h ¥acgingsop the b@il’%elo%merltﬁ %ﬂfj HESMP ¢t
T U

vaccine research, that den:
be the use of aborted fetlls in vaccines.

Analyses of autism rate data published by SCPI
identify 3 clear change points in U.S. autism disorder
trends: 1981, 1988 and 1995, all of which the groups
claims roughly correlate with the use of vaccines
@ierevaxaMMRY, angl Ghickepp ghat warea t e o f
cultivated with the use of tissue from aborted children.

The group says that it has been unable to identify any

other factor that might correlate to the change in autism

our witness, o0 said sor
iThe only environment al
these statisticad ut i sm trend O6change

would impact almost all children was the introduction of
vaccines produced using human fetal cells and

contingéeatahdi nogrnaesi dowaéohgman |

said SCPI.

a c ¢ o rPepiife gjoups say thai the repeachiby EPAR [ we

adds to a increasing body of evidence implicating the
use of aborted fetal cell material in the nationwide
vaccinations impacting nearly every child born in the
South | eader

American Life League has joined Sound Choice
Pharmaceutical Institute in calling foFair Labeling
and Informed Consent Act in light of the findings.

iFor years the evidence
link between vaccines using DNA from aborted babies
and the rise of Autism Dis
vige president, of Americ [ . AR arent
ar(%j %)egszgr:\i/et%) nonv]\?theﬁqisi? ajésrggé?:?ed vatrﬁ %
vaccinations made from lines derived from the bodies of
aborted children. o

SCPI has affirmed that they are continuing to
study the impact of residual human fetal DNA in
children, and will present their studies at the h
International Society for Autism Research in May 2010.

LifeSiteNews
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Federal Court Says Church Bells Are Constitutional Owosso High School, holding a sign with the picture of
Religion News Service reports that a federal a child and the word fALiTfe
court has rule@ Phoenix, Ariz., city ordinance trying to an aborted baby on the other.
limit the sound of church bells is an unconstitutional Drake stated during the trial that he specifically
impingement on religious expression. targeted Pouillon for his pflife activities, and that he
In 2007, one day after Christ the King Cathedral  only decided to kill Fuoss, a former employer against
moved to a space near a fire station, neighbors whom he had a grudge, after shooting Pouillon and
compl ai ne dselectramic kelld vungeethedy realizing that he had nothing to lose.
hour,from8am.to8p@.vi ol at ed t he ci ty 6130y NewmanefOperation Rescue told
ordinance. Although the church attempted to appease LifeSiteNews.com in response to the sentergsi t h a t
neighbors by erecting a buffer on its speakers and think itds the right deci si
passing out informational flyers, the city filed a It sends a clear message to other people that murdering
misdemeanor compla last year. Christians will not be tol
The churchés pastor, Bi shofpBRit¢clkk Rai cboat | nwe s, i w

found guilty in city court and sentencedto 10 daysinjail peopl e experience Hpragfgredy |
and t hrpeobationghougls hie never served time Harlan that he has a conversion in jail, sometime in the

in jail. On Monday, the federal court ruled in favor of future. o Of Pouill on, Newm:
the church bells, saying tRdstci centcanyomaptghishi tl @ a
generated in the cour se of Reseukangouncad f#theerggnizadosvasi o n . 0
Religion Today Summaries posthumously awarding Pouillon the@ Person of the
Year Malachi Award.
Pakistani Christian Brutall y Murdered Family members of the two murdered men read

A Christian in Paki st angéaemants abouttbedaceaBad.nj ab
Province was murdered March 9 for refusing to convert i Mr . Drake, you took away |
to Islam. Rasheed Masih, 36, allegedly was killed with who | trusted most, o0 said |
an ax by six Muslim neighbors who reportedly were statement by her Igearold daughteMa d i s o n . il
business rivals. you would have gotten to know him as a man, not just

The six men were chargedtvitorture and hate. o Pouill on was kill ed
murder and an investigation is underway, but the Madison off at the very school in front of which he was
suspects have not been arrested, the Compass Direct holding his prdife sign when he was shot.
news service reported. Holly said, however, that sHergave Drake.

Igbal Masih of the Church of Pakistan told AiMay God be with you. oo
Compass Direct that Rasheed Masih and his brother Asi LifeSiteNews
had been under camasit pressure to recant their faith in
Christ and become Muslims. Their constant refusal Iranian Pastor Assaulted and Arrested in Karaj
Agradually turned into enmity, K A8SINNews Baviceedorts shat plainclothied e
police report two of the suspects had made threats of security officers attacked a house church in Karaj, Iran,
Afdire consequences and de a threatenihgihe members antbtakinghtre pastorintmr t «
the muder. custody.

Baptist Press Witnesses said several plain clothes security
of ficer s, introducing them
Pouillon Murderer Sentenced to Life in Prison Mi nistry of I nformation, 0 |

Harlan Drake, théruck driverwho shot and pastor on April 14. They assaulted and arrested the
killed pro-life activist James Pouillon and local gravel pastor, Behnam Irani, and transported hiraro
pit owner Mike Fuoss, has been sentenced to life in undisclosed location. Karaj is situated about 13 miles
prison. west of Tehran.

The sentence was handed ddwnCircuit Judge AfSources in and around
Gerald D. Lostracco on April 22. According to the Flint than approximately 10 young men had gathered to
Journal, the judge tol d Dr &hkowshipdnd gracticditiess newlhpfounddgaith by f f t «
prison today, youbre cert aistadyingtha Biblehveid af any fiicalamcyrrent e 6 s
book. 0 i ssues, when this attack o

Drake shot and killed Pouillon on September 11, the Farsi Christian News Network said.
2009, as the prtife grandfather stood outside of the Religion Today Summarse
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PuzzIl es and o6Toons

Church6 Toons
By Joe McKeever

“OUR PASTOR USED TO BE A
SCHOOLTEACHER . WHEN SOMEONE
RAISES KIS HANDS IN A SERVICE, HE
$ToRS AND ASKS IF THEY HAWE A
g'éeosgqp OR NEED TO LEAVE THE

B
\J

.
”47//7,1/{;‘

AL

¥ S\éetze‘s oa‘)_:se: ?Aﬁngtwesuubm <
ROOL WHEN — y
“LACCHEUS WAS A WEE L\TTLE MAaN. i~ = S

ToE MSKEEVER -CoM

Answers to Last Issués Puzzles:

ANSWERS ACROSTIC #47: ANSWERS
AMOS (5:14) — “Seek good, Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham

1. The tenth day of the seventh month

(Lov. 25:9, [Note: Days and months | @nd not evil, that ye may live: and By Mark Oshman
given are according to the Jewish cal- | ¢ > . o (7 s ot o .. . . .
e so the Lord, the God of hosts, Originally published inPulpit Helps June 1995

2. Seven days (Lev. 23:6) shall be with you, as ye have
3. The Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 23:10, » g :
15, 16) spoken.
4. The fifteenth day of the seventh Next P@e
month (Lev. 23:34). A SOFTLY
5. If the bondservant wanted freedom, | ' ° i
the master had to grant that freedom B. HOKEY
and equip the bondservant to make | (C, AVENGED
his living (Deut. 15:12-14)
6. "A he lamb without blemish of the D. KEDDAH
first year” (Lev. 23:12). E. AHITHOPHEL
7. They were to leave them for the poor | g e s
and the stranger (Lev. 23:22). [Note }, MOVEABLE
See Ruth 2:15, 16 for an illustration | G.  ODYSSEY
of how this worked in practice.] H. 5“\'.\’#\1’[()]\'
8. Seven days (Lev. 23:42). TITA NI
9. Houses within walled cities (Lev. I TITAN
25:29, 30). J WRESTLED
10. The tenth day of the seventh month K OUTGO
L

(Lev. 23:27). :
\_ JL.  SHOSHONE
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