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Suffering the Consequences: Sin and Repentance in Psalm 38
By Justin Lonas

The Book of Psalms is perhaps the widest rangingfterward with the ache of grieving the Spirit. God uses our
component of the canon of Scripture. We turn to the Psabogascience to keep us from going on with life in the wake
to find encouragement and see the joy of the kefldcied of unconfessed sin, and the weight of guilt is a necessary
in the words of David, Asaph, and others. We mine thesestep on the road of repentance anmgifgeness.
ancient hymns for truths ab o dhesesand &Eect, pHysical aondeqencea,n d |
prophecies about the person and work of Christ. We lookprobably does not resonate as readily. Does God really use
her e t o wayefaherighteolise (P s . 1: 6physieahpdnishrment reoer sin? We are not told in the
fwho may abide if G o deit® Who may dwell dilis] historic books about any disease being sent to David to
holy hill2do  ( P s . 15:1). And, as moavehimvto lepgentance cut ivekiaow Ithat the Lord w e
open this book to see the spiritual, physical, and emotiorstruck his first child with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 12215.
consequences of sin and the redemption God provides. Scr i pture is fulll of exampl e
Psalm 38 opens with the wrath of God directed away. Haggai 1:9.2 describes how He sent economic hard
David for an unspeci0OLlord,d snesto lbrael fdr directing thein nesourtes td persénal gain
rebuke me not in Your wrath, and chasten me not in Youmnstead of to the rebuilding of the temple. Deuteronomy
burningange0 (ver se 1) . Pr esuma®lsesis@ bssof theiptorhisedPcairaels tm falboh the nation
and possibly Psalm 32), this was written after his great sifithey disobey the Lord (in contrast to the promised
of adultery with Bathsheband arranging the murder of  blessings for obedience). The ultimate physical result of sin
Uriah. Unlike the reflective and penitent tone of Psalm 51s, of course, deatlas promised in Genesis 2:17 and 3:19
and the joyfully forgiven tone of Psalm 32, Psalm 38 dripand reiterated in Romans 6:23 and elsewhere.
with guilt and anguish. From this, it seems that this psalm If it seems capricious and spiteful for God to inflict
was written before the other two, just the gnaat what he disease and death as consequences of individual and
had done began to sink in for David. corporate sin, we need to remember that He is absolutely
David is quick to realize that he has justly earnedholy ard completely justified in punishing sin however He
Godods wrath by his sin, asedsfi Howayar iHei&also loving, and Hetubes maayf f | i
lists to his actions, saying that they came upon him becauassthods (including suffering) to draw us back to Him and
of his sin (verse 3) and follwerse 5). spur us to righteousness. David clearly understood this in
He describes Godbsowh aRsaimmiB®ehme mte caosg nfi z asghe barckdfhis wr a
deepintomed6 and as the hand odéfflict®oahd tprmseéosGed far gpdechpiion nGoa sends
him (verse 2). He is apparently diseased and in physical chastisement because of His love. He knows the ways of
pain, noaourndmegs Ain hi s f | es houohearth(gease 9),land knowslexastly how to draw us
bones (verse 3), festerimgpunds (verse 5), and burning back to Him.
pain (verse 7). He is also under emotional and spiritual As the Psalm continues,
strain as a r esul tiniqaties alei s caase ather psoblgms. iHig strenigth and vl toslivefhave
gone ovefhisfhead 6 wei ghi ng hbeavym dleftvhim (varse 1@, hdiis shunned by his friends and family

burderd ( v e r s ebend gver anH greaily owdé (verse 11), and his enemies have renewed their attacks on

down 6 i n mourning (ver se 6him(versel@blfverses8 sshheodw @Gonddd sg r cohaans

in agitation (verse 8). sin, verses 12 showitdfic ol | at edthé damag
These first 8 verses of the Psalm evocatively shotemporal consequences of our wrong choices that God

the personal consequences of sin. Every believer is all ows to run their course.

acquainted with the emotional weight of guilt fromdin by his sin, and his enemies have found a new opportunity to
before comingo Christ, withits hopelessness, and exploit him at his point of weakness.
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The effects of ouris go far beyond our own lives, withess of His name before a watching world, and we suffer
and they can live on long after the offense is forgivenbyt he pai n of Dbringi n@nlybuw me t
God. Even the smallest transgressions can have actions.
ramifications for those close to us in terms of broken At the end of the Psalm, David openly cries to God
relationships, lost trust, and, in some cases, legal penaltiest o m h i sDo aat fersakeare,9O:Lordi O my God,
Our lives (indeed all of creation since the fall) are markedlo not be far from me! Make haste to help me, O Lord, my
by the baggage of sin. Its power over us is broken by thesalvationb  ( v-22). Hexidew that his guilt could not be
blood of Christ at our salvation, but its earthly absolvedoy anything he could do, and he beseeches the
consequences spread like ripples until He returns to wipé_drd deal with him according to His mercy and not
all away. according to the just deserts of his sin.
Verses 1315 reach the heart of the matter, as David The salvation David plead for is available to any
hits fArock bot tBotinkke adeaf hain,s whe tvauld hetieveenow bécause of the precious blood of
do not hear; and | am like a mute man who does not ope@hrist spiled for us on Calvary. We can know forgiveness
his mouth. Yes, | am like a man who does not hear, and standing in the sacrifice of Jesus, relying on Him alone to
whose mouth are no arguments. For | hap&ou, OLord; count wus <c¢l ean and plead for
You will answer, OLord my Godd He i s s a ythrong. IntChriat,tthe bternal consequences of our sin are
cannot bear to hear any more about his sin and has no natr@ished. With that certain hopee can live for Him in
excuses to offer. At the end of his rope, David lays himsdtiis life, even though our failings leave temporal
before God, knowing that the Lord is his only hope. So alsonsequences that hinder our walk. As Charles Wesley
our guit and the consequences of our sin should driveustad ot e, fAHe breaks the power
the feet of our Lord, laying aside our false justifications apdsoner free, His blood can make the foulest clean, His
throwing ourselves upon His mercy. blood availed or me. 0 The forgivene
For the man of God i n drine ahds$lis powwer and to brgive ohe sins of others
Christians in ours, there is one more area where sin bringghen the consequences affect us.
destruction. Verses 350 ar e Davi dés prayAs Wwerl eAenlLbrdmtbBavi doés
vindicate him before his enemies who have occasionedtiso | i st en to the Spiritoés coc
fall i nt o s i nManhyare those Who hate e in buo heakts, quick to repent, and quick to fly to the feet of
me wrongfully, and those who repay evil for good, they the One who is our salvation.
oppose me because | follevhat isgood ( v »20). 19b
When we are identified with the Lord as His children, our Justin Lonas is the editor Disciple Magazine.
actions reflect on our God. The sins of believers tarnish our

What Does GodAllow?: | f | 6meA, SWhdr e ®@Partt7he War ?
By Gerald Robison

Over the course of this series, we have seen the with the fire of My wrath; and | havecompensed their
Scriptures indicate how the spiritual world is inexorably deeds on their own heas ( E z e k-81p | 22: 3
linked to this physical world. We have understood God to There are occasions wh
bein tot al control . But , jusficedemand a reéastionsand,retribugiam ybuskieksk |
so much that is so bad continue to happen, even when means of dispensing mercy instead. In this verse, we find
Christians pray?o Godlooking for someone to be a@ntercessor on behalf of

It is almost as though God is allowing some thingthe nation so that He would not pour out His wrath. But,
to happen that He does not want! How can this be, if Godigling none, He executed justice, rather than the mercy He
all-powerful aml all-loving? There are several factors we would have preferred to give.
must look at and consider before answering this question.

Our Responsibility
Standing in the Gap While God is wanting spiritual battles to be won

It may be that there was no one to stand in the gdyere in this wrld, we must remember He has given to us
Ezeki el descri bes a s cen e thdrespomsibityd lieing ppepared fprdé,dightingieand a y i
fiSo | sought for a mamaong them who would make a waknduring it. We might well lose a battle God wants us to
and stand in the galpefore Meon behalf of the land, thatIwi n, i f no one i s pr acfne ci n
should not destroy it; but | found no one. Therefore, | hawene was familiar enough or willing o sTlug saithfihe
poured out My indignation on them; | have consumed thdrordé . 0
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Eyes to See and Ears to Hea
Understanding the Times Another problem that leads God to hold back from
| believe there are battles God wants us to win, bdbing all that He wants is that there is no one with eyes to
perhaps there were none wéeeantliead toaaar. Thinkoitthe nunbea of times\Gpd o f
t i mietkey did not know what to do. God has had men speaks only to have men become willingly deaf. Before
ready for such occasions in the pastl they will be greatly each address to the seven churdfessia, the Lord states,
needed inéobohet het ahiel dnfe n fiHe vho has ansearHed him hedr whathha 8pirit says to the

understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought tochurches ( Re v . 2: 7,11, 17, 29; 3
doeé (I Chronicles 12:32). How many times does God need to say this before
It seems as though several Christians today havewe get it ? Doesnét it alarm

been given the understanding of thmeds in which we live. is elsewhere inte Scripture that God has said that we
However, when they voice their concerns and warnings,the ght have mi ssed or be miss
rest of the kingdom rarely gives heed, or worse, they  have ears to hear what He was saying or eyes to see it?
ridicule the speaker. On the other hand, too many are Too often our trains of thought are more like
relinquishing their right to voice an opinion, avoid the nevasimper cars, and we careen off one fleeting satisfying

of the day and hibernate through their lifetime from the restought to anothéra | ways | ooki ng f or

of the world. safe, soft, easy and comfortable. What might we be missing
simply because our attention and focus was on something
Strength in the Lord other than Him?

God may want wus to win wa8oswhavdogau domnew? Oaas thé apostles did.
because no one was being strong in the Lord. We have tGive yourselftothestuty of Godédés Word s
few Christians experienced in the spiritual disciplines of become skillful with it. Be careful and stay on guard

praye, fasting, Bible study and swofdith. because you do have an enemy like a roaring lion looking
Dondét we remember a t iforeomeohetodevodr.e di sci pl es
could not cast out a particular demon, so they took the In the safe, soft, easy and comfortable sanctuaries

victim to Jesus? He told thefilowever, this kind does ~ we have built for churches and churcle lif the 21

not come out except by prayer and fasting( Ma t t h eemtury and filled with an easy gospel of blessings, it is far
17:21) If Jesus Himself says that some things God wouldoo easy for Christians to become coypchiatoes at home
wish and allow will not happen unless these spiritual and pewpotatoes at church. We want to sit back and wait
disciplines are practiced, how much more authority do wéor God to come to the rescue, for Him to provide for our
need before we pay attention to this? every vhim, altogether forgetting that we play a pivotal role

All too often, fasting is an overlooked discipline and that there are forces around us that have impact on us.
thatnearly every great man of God has incorporated into his AChristian sol diers marc
| i febs disciplines and pr thesofaasta/inthdypelf, yyaondr ehar sl di
today simply pay no attention to it or call it dikshioned or war? You are in the midsf it day and nightlt not only
unnecessary. You may be wondering what God would likeurrounds you; it involvesyodnd, after youd
to do in your local chieh, but cannot because there is no you can and shoujdtand!
spiritual strength, conviction and discipline being practiced.

What might God want to do with our nation if there Gerald Robison is ebunder ofUnveilinGlory, a seminar
arose a generation who were ready warriors, skilled in His and resource ministry dedicated to unveiling the glory of
word, who understood the times and were sessoy God in all areas of life and taking it to all peoples of the
biblical spiritual disciplines? What might our country be world. UnveilinGlory is best known for the book and
missing because these Christians are absent, AWOL or seminarCat and Dog TheologyGerald has pastored
simply sitting back waiting to be blesgeavaiting for God churches in the U.S.,ustralia, and the Netherlands, and he
to make their life safe, soft, easy and comfortable? continues to lead national seminars for Walk Thru the Bible

Ministries.


http://www.unveilinglory.com/
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Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

Jesus Feeds the 4,000: Signs and Hypocrisy

Matthew15:32-16:4
From Exegetical Commentary on Matthe®wMG (kenolsthe plural okenéd 2 756], empty, v
Publishers, 2006 1:53; a.t.).

[35]No w J eommmandefthem]to sit down

[32] Jesus became concerned about the needs ofémapeseinthe aorist infinitive oBnappt@[377], to lean
mu | t i fThed Jesus calléd His disciples to Him and back)ontheground (a. t . ). They had
said, | have compassidgaplagchnizomdi4697] from were fatigued to the point of passing out.
splagchnorj4698], bowel, intestine; to feel pity at the [36] Following this, Jesus blessed the available
deepest leveldn the multitude, because they continue with o o Aind Heftook the seven loaves and the fish and
Me now three days and have nothing to eat. | ddapt having thankedeucharistsas the aorist participle of
t he ab s odesiretesend thentawgy hungry, lest eucharisté[2168], to thank) [His Father, implicitlyHe
they faint(ekluthZsin, the aorist tense @kliiomai1590] broke them and gave to His disciples, and the disciples to
from ek out of;1UB[3089], break up, dissolve) n  t h e thewaulitadé ( a. t . ) .

(a.t.). This looks like a largscale Eucharist and the
The Lord is concerned with our physical well proper order for the Church: first, tigeving of thanks, then
beings. In His human natursplagchnizomailoes not the breaking, then distribution to the elders, and from the

apply to His deity) at the deepest level, He groans under éhaers to the people of God. Each loaf represents the body
burden of our suffering. Here the threat of people collapsirighrist, broken on our behalf. Paul speaks of the one body
from hunger stirred Him to provide for their immediate of the Lord from which we symbolically partake andiea
needs. Sometimes the Lord does not want us t6 fastif remembrance of Him (Cor. 11:24).
it produces a collage so we cannot effectively serve Him. In John 6, the Lord Jesus spoke of Himself as the

[33] Five thousand had been fed a shorttime befllde ead ( al ways singul ar, neve
(see Matt. 14:1521), yet the disciples, walking by sight down from heaven (vv. 335, 41, 48, etc.). The physical
and not by Wheade shbuld wa sk samuchiiread represents His sinless body that was sacriiicesin

bread in the wilderness, as to fidhortasaj theaorist (Heb. 10:12). Note that while the vetklase([2806],
infinitive of chortazd[5526], to satisfyyo great a broke) is an aorist tense, the vexdidou( UB S , Nest |l
multitude? o Text), giving, is imperfect,

The disciples knew the crowd could not be satisfied [371As a ITkeyg all(pantes th® nominative
with just a little food. Yet their incredulity as to where Jespisiral of pas ate and werdilled (echortastlisan the aorist
could find bread in the wilderness to again feed literally passive othortaZ): and they took up of the abundance of
thousads when He had done so previously is utterly the pieces that were left seven baskgtsiridag4711])

amazing. fulo (a.t.). Jesus pemssseloptheo duc
[34] Jesus, ever patient, did not rebuke them but present participle gberisse@[4052], an amount beyond
a s k ¢ddw maiily loaves have¥® He al r e a dvpatik meeessaryf fragmentdé (a.t . ). A Gr e

count, and He could have created bread ex nihilo (out offor perisse@is pleonag([4121], to have more than

nothing). But in this instance He revedlHis providence enough). Buperissehas a sense of good and duty that is

over things already in existence, no doubt to remind us timaissing frompleona#i The latter term is sometimes

He will increase whatever we place on His altar for His associatd with greedfleonexig4124]), which is a sin

service. This was necessary, for the number of loaves arfiilark 7:22, Luke 12:15, Rom. 1:29, etc.).

fishes was insufficient to feed the great crowd. Moreover, it The word trans!| spgudddsafibas

was not just a small Ilitte mb emall shéppirgibasket, whike intMatthdwel4.20,vL& 9; arkii

fishes 0 6: 43; 8:19; Luke 9:17; @and
Maryds Magni ficat c el ekophiadusthe actusative diaphinesfd894], awicker

history of Israel as ofiled basketyalarger baskethmade bf ooped or erdgwinedavrigs)dih

(enéplsen the aorist tense @mpiplni [1705], to fill) the both instances, the surplus was not wasted. It was probably

hungrywith goodthings(agathzh, the genitive plural of put to good use, perhaps to

agath6918], goods) and the rich He hath sent awaynpty grace never runs shand never goes to waste.
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[38] Here and in Matthew 14, the numbers of The Pharisees were not inclined toward good;
thousands fed excludedn@is [5565], apart from, besides)r at her , t hey wanted to thorc
women and children, a common custom of counting in  miracles by baiting Him téishow(epideixaj the aorist
those days. This means the total number fed was actuallgictive infinitive ofepideiknumj1925], to show off, to

much greater. exhibit) them a sigrirom the heave(tou ouranotithe
[39JAf t er t hi s gr kadrtg mi r gewmitiveeofourah@s[s 337 2Ji; At he heavend
dismissedapolisasthe aorist participle aipolidtoloose Godés speci al presence dwel |l
from, dismiss, releas#¢e multitudes, went into a boat and [2, 3] In respase, Jesus chided the Pharisees and
came to the bordersof Magdala ( a. t . ) . Sadducees for t heéeesignsohtleebi | it
Interesting but without explanation is the factth times(kairéh, the plural okairos[ 2540] , season

the reaction of the crowd following this miracle was tamethey could frequently predict weather based on current

compared with the stirring created at the feeding of the fivee at h e r  cVehendtiisteveming,sea yi, 61t w

thousand when the crowd was prepared to declare Jesudair weatherf or t he Asnkdy iins trheed .mbo r r

king (John 6:15). Then He compelled His disciplesto  be foulweathet oday: f or t he sky i s

depart before He dismiss#te crowds. This time, the They had been given prophecies concerning the

crowd appeared to be less zealous. first appearance of their Messiah, even the birthplace (Mic.
Shortly after this, The Pharisees and Sadducees 5:2) andtime (Dan. 9:2%26) of His birth. Yet they ignored

again came to test Jesus. He did not hesitatetocallthe God és revel ati on bbupakritas e of

Phari sees and Sadducees i ®h37p oenhupd5259]ounder] idplyBg secre€yhamd r e a ¢

clear enough; He had givelmeim ample evidence that He krisis[2920], judgment), wickedness, and adultery (v. 4).

was able to do what no person had ever done. Who had ever [4] Earnestly seeking signs is nohautral

multiplied a few fish and loaves of bread to feed thousandadeavor. NotChristians believe they are unbiased before

of persons on two occasions? Who had healed the sick ahd Spirit of God removes their hearts of stone and replaces

raised the dead? Instead of acknowledging Jesus &sthethem with hearts of flesh, one promise of the new covenant

of God the natural response to such miraélésey came (Ezek. 11:19; 36:26). Jesus called a generation that looked

fit e mp peirdzant@sthe present participle peirazd  for signsb o twicked poflta [4190], malevolent) and

([3985], to tempt or test) Him. fladulterou® mdgichalis[3428]).

[16:1] The wordpeirazdin the Bible can have two JesusO6 response to this
meanings: either a temptation to sin or a test of e mp h aTherecshall fidou) sign be given unto it, but the
righteousness, and it depends on the motive. God tests Kign of the prophetJonahd Thi s di d not m
people to strengthen their faith. Unbelievers and signsJsus did in His |lifetime \
particularly hypocrites, on the other hand, tempt people tprimary sign to Israel at that time would be His resurrection
sin. after three days in the gr ay

James 1:13 tells us that God is not the responsiblelease from the belly of the large fish, following three days
cause letfno eisafmUbefs [3367], not even one; of confinement. That sigwould be sufficient to bring
from mU3361}, the relative notdé[1161], even; antleis Israel to the level of accountability to determine the fate of
[1520], one)when he is temptdgeirazOmenqaghe presentthe nation. Indeed, Israel rejected this sign, and God
passive participle gbeiraz) say, | am tempted of God: for destroyed Jerusalem and its temple.im. 70, according to
Godis untemptabléapeirastog551] from the privatvea Jesusd® pr ophecii43s22¥.n Matt hev
andpeiraz) by evil(kakzh, the genitive plural okakés This section cl oseddhelsiti t h t
[2556]), neither does He tempt anyar(e.t.). (katalip@h, the aorist participle dtatalei@[2641], to leave
James 1:14 amplifies this thought by teaching thatehind, forsakefhem, and departedd0 J esus had
the responsible cause of sin is not an external agent at abif their unrepentant wickedness and adultery.
butrathet he i nt er na&Butewrymane of | ust : f
(hékasto$1538], each, every on& temptedpeirazetaj Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) serveas president of
the present passive indicativepsfiraz), when he is drawn AMG Internationalin Chattanooga, Tennessee for of@r
away(exelkémengghe present passive participlesoilkd years, was the founding editor®filpit HelpsMagazine,
[1828], to draw awaydf his ownlust (epithumiag1939]), and authored dozens of exegetical books.
and enticeddeleazémengshe present middle/passive
participle ofdeleda®[ 1185], to entrap). o
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Following Godd by Wayne Barber

Our Hope Is in Jesus
Hebrews 9:228

| did some dumb things when | was in college. | He Is the Only Door to a Relationship with the Father.
loved college, | just hated class. One of the dumber things | fiTherefore it was necessary for the copies of the
did was cave exploring. Actually it was beyond dumb; it things in the heavens to be cleansed with these, but the
was stupid because none of us had any idea about whatheavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
were doing. The cave that we esqdd was condemned! thes® ( Heb. 9: 23) .
The way we got into the cave was that we found a hole at On the Day of Atonement, the High Priest had to
the base of a stump on the side of a mountain opposite cleanse everything by the sprinkling of the blood of bulls
where the main entrance was known to be, and we easednd goats, which were only substitutes for the death that sin
down into it into pitch darknedsdumb! required of all the peopl&his shed blood of innocent

We realized that we had entdri@to a huge room animals prpared the way for him to go into the presence of
and with our lights we saw over in the corner a hole that 8dd on one day of the year, and on that day to have his sins
further down into darkness. So, being stupid, we squeezaad the sins of the people covered for one more year.
into it and when we finally got completely down this But the shed blood of Christ, the Gotn and our
narrow and shallow shaft under tons of earth where my High Priest, did a far greater thing thidmat. Just as the
nose wouldactually touch the rock that was above it, we Holy of Holies in the earthly tabernacle could not be
realized that we were desperate because the only way thartitered except by the blood of bulls and goats, the true
we could see to go was down with No seeming way out. Hdy of holies (the true presence of God which is in
we rounded a downward corner someone noticed a tiny heaven), could not be entered by man except by the shed
light high above us, a long way above ltisvas just a blood of Christ.
pinpoint, but we had found the only way out! Two weeks Therefore, when Jesus Christ passed into the
| ater a search and r escue heavers havilgalidd far us orgtleetcrosa and redureected i d
buncho out of that s a me c¢ froméehe grave, He took with Him, as Heb. 9114 says,

Why do | tell that story? In Hebrews, we see a  not the blood of bulls and gts but His own blood. Our
group of Jewish believers, with rogue Jews among themHigh Priest purified and opened the way tdisrto truly
who were threatening to go back to Judaism because of worship in the presence of our Holy God.
persecution. To me it would have been like crawling down The Heavenly tabernacle where Jesus would bring
into a dark hole with no way out. Judaism, or any religiorall his faithful followers had to be consecrated and entered
offers no way out off the dark state that mankind was boffirst by Himself, by the infinitely better sacrifice of his own
into! Our only way outs Jesus Christ. For the believer, tobody and bloodHe preparedhe way for us to worship
return to cold, calculated religion offers no freedom from through Him in the presence of God. He is the daibre
guilt and daily failure. In fact, with any religion the harderonly way to the Fathéra s He hi malg trdly,Is ai c
you try to get out, the deeypyetroyypyougel am beeadser i of
about you and itdés alll u p anyooe eptersithrough Me, he shall be saved, andywith

For the nonbeliever in Jesus Christ, there isno and out, and find pastuee ( John 10: 7, 9) .
hope in any religion of ever entering into the eternal Who would want return to
presence of Godnly total forgiveness through our Lord about man and what he can do? Who would want to crawl
Jesus Christ can grant all who are born into Adam accesbdok into the cave of what we can do for God, when,
the Father. To the Jews that thehautof Hebrews is through Jesus Christ, we can enter boldly into tesgnce
talking about, total forgiveness does not come through thef God and worship Him becausewafiat He has done for
shed blood of innocent animals. In order for man to be akie We can, through Jesus Christ, because of His shed
to enter into the new covenant, which is a relationship witilood, experience His eternal presence in us doing through
God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son of God, then@®od us what we could never begin to imagine. Praise His name!
had to die and shed His own blood. Wayne Barber is senigastor of Hoffmantown

Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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ASing to the Lord a New SoParg3o0: Wor ship an.
By Tim Schoap

Int he previous two artiopeersa,ofy ouhiksn oswe rtiheast,d swetdrvuee .
seen the frequent commands in Scripture to give Godoumuc h musi c¢c t hat is called fAv
worship, because He is infinitely worthy of it. We defineddominated by sentimental, humeentered lyrics that focus
worship as the act of giving God His due, declaring that lde how we feel about God instead of who He is and what
i s worthy of woods svhdregabe | n  Reshasaloné. $Ve need to make sure our songs reflect the
Aprocl ai ming His excel |l entuthefsScripturdandtise Gaspel.i cl e f ocuses
biblical mandate and model for corporate worship. Finally, music helps us in worship by stirring up

Webve seen that becaus@odhdmoringesmotiom Hdanyj vibrant singingcambifey o
worship, God both seeks worship and is pleased by it. truth éout God with passion for Him, and that honors Him.
We 6 ve def pthatpleasescGodal worship that Some have a problem with emotion in worship, but emotion
comes from sincere, obedient hearts; that worships God iasnot the problem, emotionalism is. Emotionalism pursues
He has revealed Himself to be, the Triune God; that is feelings as ends in themselves. God, however, created our
centered on the Gospel, remembering His saving acts; aathotions and He wants them st up in response to who
that is saturated with His Word. He is and what He has done for us. Emotion in worship is

In this articleve 6 | | |l ook at a pnaportant enbughvtratrwe Will fpcustomitirt the inext article.
so intrinsic to it, it is often mistaken for worship itself, and The ¢ omnsmgtathetLord afinew sodg i s
that is music. Music is huge part of worship, and not justine peat ed 7 times in Scriptur
our contemporary culture. The longest book in the Bible, mean God prefers contemporary music, but it does indicate
Psalms, is a collection of songiich over and over that God wants our music to reflect His creativity. How
commands Gododés people to eouwnihgdHi sepsamseesl d songs all

I n Job 38: 4 Whdeeownere ws When lbkauty, gradé, and power? His mercies are new every
laid the foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have morning, and from time to time, should our songs be.
understanding, Who set its measurements? Since you Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:19 both command
knowé Or who | ai denithesormingr nes st o n i n g§vhtpsalms, mannsaanddpititalr i r
stars sang together And all the sons of God shoutedfor songs 6 That 6s t hree different
joy? 0 Angel choirs sang at thah@odwaatswariety &nd createvity tnious worship ide a t
end of it, in the book of Revelation, they are still singing, wantsuste x pl or e di fferent ways
joined by the saints and all creation. Music came fromGédl one 6 and fABl essed Assur anc
andsurrounds Him still. From Genesis to Revelation, the solid certainty of our salvation, but both are very different.
Bible is filled with music in praise of God. And along the lines of variety, while most of our music is

OQur Tr i un eTh&lod yosriGadgssn  vbcal, and rightly so, to ex@ss our praise explicitly, there
your midst, a mighty one who will save; He willrejoice i s al so t i me f oGiveithanksttotheme nt ¢
over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His lode;  Lord with the lyre; make melody to Him with the harp of ten
will exult over you with loud singiig ( Zeph. 3:stlingg 6 P€satm 33: 2)
sang a hymn with His disciples in the upper room (Mark I n the Psal ms, we often
14:26), and Ephesians 5:18 tells us singing is a part of the margin. It most likely referto an instrumental interlude
being filled with the Holy Spirit. or transition to go from one thought in the text to the next.

There are some practical reasons why mgsstich Instrumental music, done well, is a fantastic aid for
a central part of worship. Music helps us express our unitpeditation and reflection.
in the Gospel as we sing it together. Music helps us So God wants our music in worship to be creative,
remember Gododos Word. N o m#p sirg élis prdise with & \ameof music, newsoldfvocal, y o L
memorize Scripture, setting it to music always helps cemiastrumental, and God also wants our music in worship to
it in place. Songssang to my children 20 years ago stick e characterized by excellence. Scripture tells us that we
my head to this day because | sang them to my kids. Weshould offer God our besgiYou shall bring the choice first

remember what we sing. fruits of your soil into the hous# the Lord your Godl ( E X .
That 6s why want t o mak23:sl@jefalineur gifte yod shall presengevdryl u f f .
In the Rossini operd,he Barber of Sevillghe main offering due to the Lord, from all the best of téetn ( Nu m.

character s @y glytd befsaidaitcanh i n §8:29).s
al ways be sung. 06 And if you know much about Italian
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That i s no | e sBlayskilfullgonothe sangsryou toveshiatenakesfiyou love them? Is it a lovely
the stringgé 0 (P s . Sing@ @ais8s)with a kil melody? A great beat? A wonderful text? | encourage you
psaimb (Ps. 47: 7). Ex cel | en cteexamind thersengstyautisten tb. 8Vhat do ¢he woods sayg?
sing and how we sing them. We want to use the best muBioes the musicesve the text well, undergirding and
But what does that mean? emphasizing the lyric?

I could make the case that, musically, the best Decades ago it was easy to dismiss what used to be
writing in most hymnals iscsahlDe&aipedi sleadhoNoswesd bec

Wo u n d e d atext WyiBerrard of Clairvaux, a melodymatched the character of the truths the song expressed. But
by 16" century German composer Hans Leo Hassler,  for a number of years there Hamen a real move in
arranged and harmonized by Johann Sebastian Bach forchvtemporary worship music towards songs of great depth,

St . Matt hew Passi on, hy mnbothdeotodidally and mesicallyi There age plénty of mew
pedigree than this. So if we are goingtosingonhbtt s ongs t hat are truly excel |l e
music, do we only sing this one tune? Of course not! Agdilne ep t he Fat her 6s Love for
we need creativity. Cr o s sjust 3axamples.

The best music isndt neceScemei ChRritbei anstdpodi sbe

classically excellent. What determines excellence? The encourage them to consider that the hymn tradition
Hebrew words transl at ed 0 stretchéslbdckitd tbé"émmW.rV\&e nded to take caewqt to t ¢
understad . 6 I n rel ation t o mu bdaqagant, dismissingrtieeavorship bf 4,600 yearsyv Some w
to play well, how to sing well, how to write and arrange d on 6t ¢ ar erary songs, and Inrehceunage them to
well. To worship with excellence means we have to use samember that 1 Corinthians 14 says our worship must be
minds as well as our hearts, to use the skill He has givenintelligible. Most churches have at least 3 generations

and the skill we have learneddraft good songs, present every Sunday morning, and our music should speak
meaningful texts, and to sing and play them well. to all.

What it does not mean is that every song has to be | believe that the bottom line on excelte is that
an excerpt from the St. Matthew Passion. It does not me#me best music is music that enables you to genuinely,
that i f you canét pl ay | i toesistentynagnifythe greaimass of God id yourbven o0 n
keyboard. It does nohean that every singer has to have amind and heart.
golden voice. God wants our music in worship to be creative and

It does mean that we give careful thought to the excellent, and someday, it will be those things, perfectly,
songs we choose, how they relate to each other, and whathen weworship Him face to face. What songs will we be
Scripture they illuminate. It means that those who leadins i ngi ng t hen? Re Werthyastthe hamb 5 :
music meet together regularly to retssathe songs for the that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and
Sunday service, to learn new ones, and to improve their might and honor and glory and blessing Even i n |
playing and singing. We want to offer God our best, and we will never get over the crosBhere is nothing better we
want the music to be excetollesngabesuo t hat we dondt di st
from His praise.

Gordon FSheo ws amed ,a fic md r c Tid Schoapoiscgastoraf Signal Mountain Bible Church
I 611 show yoo Abkiyotuheel bgywhat i s iinSigaabMountain, Tennessee.

Words to Stand You on Your Fee® by Joe McKeever

The Hardest Thing We Can Do:Why God Has to Call People intdMinistry

The billboard alongside the interstate informs Abraham lived in Haran with his family when God
motorists that @AThe Marineal deddhi make goptocatdossar
commi t ments. 0 NMethaapinhisedshowtgbdbl. 0 Mos e Dnthedback dideofd i n ¢
mends organizati on, no o0 nHorebwhen tie Lardfihgerad hiengorconrant Phapaphl vy  f
membership. They had to be invited by a member. Amos was gathering sycameligs and keeping sheep.

|l 6ve racked my brai n, Davidpywasimgthetfiedds with hisflacksoGidea wasi n st a
in Scripture of a person volunteering for the ministry. |  threshing wheat in a winepress. Isaiah seems to have been
candt t hiBuatke ardounts of peome.being callad the temple worsping.
and recruited, singled out and summoned, convinced and Wedre not told exactly w
sent, are numerous. Godods call came, but the fir
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reveals a great deal of the gigadtake between the Lord The minister who enters this work expecting that
and this youth. Godos c al éveryoreswil beathrilled withlhisy asvhis mdtheriisrwil .
been planning this for somertie :Befdie | formed you in get a rude awakenin§ometimes he will find his greatest
the womb, | knew you; before you were born | set you opposition comes from within theongregationfrom

apart; | appointed you as a prophet to the church leaders evetli.he saw the ministry as a nice
nation® ( J &Y. . 1: 4 vocation where he could makeantribution and entered it

fiThe nationd QgoyimdA i n t he He b foethe security and peace, he will tast. The suffering of

reference to the pagan population and unbelieving natiorike faithful is a constant refrain of ScriptuRead our

(Eventodhy , some Jews refer tbhof6GdaosiMNMerskd alsO:Aixglo yasn d )P a uli &kse

Paul in the New Testament, Jeremiah is being called for @orinthians 11:229 and shudder.

special assignment to ndews, even though he will have a

significant ministry to his own people. 3) The Demands We Are Undertaking Are Too Great
When Jeremiah protested that he was too young for Us

andt hus i nexperienbednoGosdawa shibappeiat goy todayiover nations and kingdoms to

only a child. & You must g uoprodtand eeadewn)yodaeseroy hnd sverthrdw, i build t o

whatever | command y6ufl:7). We are always a lot moreand to pland  ( 1110)r .

impressed by our inabilities than the Lord When | began preaching at the age of 22, it was a

is. Unfortunately, we are less imprességrthe difference  thrill to look out and see thirty people staring my way,
His presence makes than we should be. expecting to receive something from Gatthen | was 30,

Therebs a reason God hthegdaytcame when |would kak put & duhgregation Hi s

work. In fact, there are quite a few. where | was a staff member ¢athe occasional pulpit

preacher) and see 1500 people. Among them sat a former
1) The Message We Will Be Delivering Is Too High for governor, theresent governor, the leadership of our state

Us Baptist conventionand key business figures and their

fil have put my words in your moutld t h e Ilfamilied. Telewisiodcameras were beaming our everyrd
yourg Jeremiatider.1:9)1 t 6 s not our mehsosgaoytehe stdidny youBg ndirdsger. who thinks he is
l'tds not our tr wginfons, conuidtions] adequatelfar that is footirkmselfuPra u | Notahatdve

learning, experience, stories, beliefs, antleven our are adequate to think anything of ourselas, our
doctri ne .predetheaNorgl 0t a s Paul adeqodcydisofGad (2 Cor . 3:5).
Timothy (2 Tim. 4:2). A child dies and the community grieves. One

Manya ti me we wi | Buchs ay warsbrhs agkadwd sthhdfor@ the world and bring a

knowledge is too highforme ( P s . 139: 6) meBargee wifl Ic obrd you.Tthe churcliis i n s i

plenty of times that the preached word will skewer the divided over doctrine or social issuesparsonalities.
preacher who proclaims it along with those who receive iEveryone is choosing sides. You are the one theytlmok

¢

What he must never do is limit his proclamatiorihe for Godbds wi sTHexhurch h@sooaotgrowhitsc k .

portion of the Word he has lived up to. The minister space and needs to relocate. Even thgughhave no

preaches to himsel f al on gexperignde inthis sort of thing, as pastortydu wddthe r d 0 ¢

congregation to address the situation, pull together a team

2) The Risks We Are Taking Are Too Frightening for of leaders, call in experts for advice, and lead everyon

Us do theright thing.
fiDo not be afraid ofthemd God sai d t o Rleasokimexparibnce, youth, or ignorance are not
(Jer. 1:8). acceptable. Yoare the leader. Now leado wonder the
A seminary studa who serves on the staffofoneL or d s ailwdlbéewthye® , (der . 1: 8,
of our New Orleanshurches sent out an SOS for prayer theplied it numerous other times in His call to Jeremiah.
other week. All he said was tha was engaged in a Youcannod o t hi s by yourself.
fidangerous ministty 6 My at t e mepliedp n psSoaperouagh. |
iwhat 6s goi?nog on, friend My friend Rick Lance t
A woman his church is minigteg to figures as a have mentalityenough, maturity enough, or morality
key witnessinampcomi ng trial . | nemowsglwotrd s Ve viltdhie thenstmehgtheoitbe

wants to put a stop to hegstimony. In addition, a man whd.ord or we should stay home.

had just come to Christ in thahurch has an estranged

wife and child in a precarious situationan adjoiningstate. 4) The Opposition Facing Us Is Too Tough for Us
Everyone involved is living on edge.

Tr

el
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Jeremi ah was t o againsetlrec hwasto deliver somef thelchdice prophecies concerning the
kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of theming Messiah and the kired world-changing work He
land....They will fight againstyou ( J e19). 1: 1 8wouldacconp |l i sh. Chaptaboutth@devs pr

After a particularly grueling week in the chirt  covenant are as choice as anything anywhere, and Wweuld
was trying to pastor (1| s guateditheodghdutdhe Bleavylestarmemte c hur c h |
refereeingo), a deacon who wanalltidegiveandtake beévden the Lomg and thene  f
said, AHave you consi der eyoungpraphet encautibnary woadffront the éordosaradp | e
are opposed to you?0d | as eutieemih mustmot bafrdidaofdhe appasitionlhe oceo n ¢ ¢
me. Then, the Holy Spt reminded me of the little group who speaks for God must fear no ofigo not be afraid of
who confronted Moses, insisting that all the people of Gathend ( B D &0t be terrified by them, or | will terrify
were holy and the prophet was out of line in demanding that before then(1:17). The way | understand it, the Lord
t hey f o IWitlhotem wveren250 Istaelite men, menbfs s ayi ng, fiightbefgreothesegenple, Isnvilla g €

renowt0 ( Numbers 16: 2) . humiliate you in front of ¢t}

The Amen o0ofi nr amywrt ongr e g aStagefright,ava all learn sooner or later, results
scarethe preachiktand of t en wi | | t rfypomousobsessien wihtoarseli-edun idadequimees, our
surprised but the Lord God is solidly unimpressed. In  message,odrai | ur es, our humanity
effect, God told Moses, i dcEompanied bywourlbding tompressed hyaimaginasyb o u t
yards, I wi || show t hem wfed theembarcabsgnentoéfailgre, thisapptovaldofodr n ot
outwell for that seimportant group. It never does. critics, the hostility of our enemies.

Preachers are an interesting group. Even though we Confidence before an audience comes from a
know the Word of the Lord, we keep getting blsided by knowledge of our messageyst in its efficacy, assurance of
opposition. But from the beginning, the Lord told His our mission, and thorough preption.fl will be with yoy 0
people to expect trouble. In Matthew I0e s u s | send itlek Lordisaid. He thought that ought toduéficient for us,
you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves( 1 0 : 1 6 ) and itskould kee.i The, ministry is hard work. The challenge

AfThe student is no bett er isawnesome. The reedtisevarldwide.rThe oppbsitianise y  t
this way, you can expect temenic.sTahaaypuny mignanpvautd &ryptdstaadagean o f
10:2425). speak for God would be laughable except for one thing:
Paul told t he |lmbwithatraer| oGod d&alfsh e s u s , f

leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not They said to Amos, fAGo o
spare the flock. Even from your own number men will ariseh er e you came fr om. Youdr e
and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples afterBet hel . Youbre opposing the
thend ( A c t-30). QpPasitiod from within and people. o0 The mandvé Gotdd me pl
without; expect it. wrong. | was no prophet and not even the son of a prophet. |

was a herdsman and a farmer. The Lord God took me from
5) The Blessings We Are Promised Are Too Much for my herdand called met pr ophesy. Tbat és
Us (Amos 7)
In Jeremiah 1, the youthful prophet is promised the fiwhen the lion roars, you will fear. And when God
Lord will be with him (1:8,19), the Lord will give him calls, yau willpreach 6 ( Amos 3: 8)
victory (1:8,19), the Lorahill strengthen and toughen him

(1:18), and God will use him for Hpurposes (1:5,7). Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from
Clearly, the Lord had more in mind for this faithful New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at
servant thanvhat He told him at first. Eventually, Jeremiah www.joemckeever.com.

Jewelsfrom Past Giants

The Cross, The Glory of Christ and God
By Alexander Maclaren

From Sermons for All Seasona collection of sermons  Him. If God be glorified in Him, God shall also glorify Him

originally published in thd884.Edited slightly for moderni n Hi msel f , and shadl I( Jsothrnai ¢
spellings and flow. 13:3132).
fiTherefore, when h&as gone out, Jesus said, There is something very weird and awful in the

ONow is the Son of Man glbri éfedotandf Godme swigt or whi e
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his darKeeweandi mmedi atel gesute wadei towhemporaneous
nght 6 I nto the dar kness t hlaavethe @iumphast anticipationegising to thd urdate, and u
ithe power of dar kness, 0 tohgaeringdor atimetissyiskinppne of t he bl @
arch of ma n 6skadasviofrt fell upan the sod me  Why did Christ think of His cross as a glorifying?
of Christ Himself. The New Testament generally represents it as the very
In immediate connection with the departure ofthd owe st point of His degradat
traitor comes this singular burst of triumph in our text. Johgpresents it as the very highest point of His glory. And the
emphasi zes t he Therafoneavben heo n twb things aresboth tie; fust as the zenith of our sky is the
was gone out, Jesussaid Ther e i s a waadidoéthefsky for thosewr the othdr side of the world. The
truth and naturalness in that connection. The traitor was same fact which in one aspect sounds the very lowest depth
gone. His presence had been a restraint; and now that the f Christds humiliation, i n
Aspot in their feast of c tummatingypantdfdigdgloyi sappeared, t he
felt at ease; and like some stream, out ook of which a How did the cross glorify Christ? In two ways:
black rock has been taken, His words flow more freely. It was the revelation of His heart All His life
How intensely real and human the narrative becomes whHeng He had been trying to tell the world how much He
we see that Christ, too, felt the oppression of an loved it. His love had been, as it were, filtered by drops
uncongenial presence, and was relieved and glad at its through His words, through His deeds, throuitjs whole
removall! demeanor and bearing; but in His death it comes in a flood,
The departuref the traitor evoked these words of and pours itself upon the world. All His life long He had
triumph in another way, too. At his going away, we may been revealing His heart, through the narrow rifts of His
say, the match was lit that was to be applied to the fuse. ¢eeds, like some slender lancet windows; but in His death
had gone out on his dark errand, and that brought the credisthe bariers are thrown down, and the brightness blazes
within measurable distance of our Lordut@f a new sense out upon men. All through His life He had been trying to
of its nearness He speaks here. So the note of time not adynmunicate His love to the world, and the fragrance came
explains to us why our Lord spoke, but puts us on the riglitom the box of ointment exceeding precious, but when the
track for understanding His words, and makes any other box was broken, the house watefil with the odor.

interpretation of them than one impossible. What Judas For Him to be known was to be glorified. So pure

wenttod o was the beginni ng odndpérfectivas Heétlsat rgvélation ioffHis chargcter alide

have here, then, a triple glorificatidrthe Son of Man glorification of Himself were one and the same thing.

glorified in His cross; God glorified in the Son Man; and Because His cross reveals to the world for all time, and for

the Son of Man glorified in God. eternity too, adve which shrinks from no sacrifice, a love
which is capable of the most entire abandonment, a love

I. The Son of Man Glorified in His Cross which is diffused over the whole surface of humanity and

The words are agsadox. Strange, that at such a through all the ages, a love which comes laden with the
moment, when there rose up before Christ all the vision afchest and the highest gifts, even thaning of selfish and
the shame and the suffering, the pain and the death, andsth&ul hearts into its own pure and perfect likeness,
mysterious sense of abandonment, which was worse thatherefore does He say, in contemplation of that cross which
them all, He should seem to stretch out His haadsing  was to reveal Him for what He was to the world, and to

the cross nearer to Himself, and that His soul shouldfill br i ng Hi s | o v e Nawas the $an ofyMano n e
with triumph! glorified. o
There is a double aspect under which our Lord The cross is the throne of His saving poweiT he

regarded His sufferings. On the one hand, we mark in Hiparadoxical words of our text rest upon His profound

an unmistakable shrinking from the Cross, the innocent conviction that in His death He was about to put forth a
shrinkingofh§ manhood expr es $ e d mightierand diviner powver than eersHe fiad manifested in
have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am | straiterigsllife. They are the same in effend in tone as the great

till it be accomplished ( Luke 12:50); @od d,sfhbe §ftedcup, will drasvialdmemunte e ( J o h 1
as the agony in Gethsemane. And yet, side by side with 12:32).

that, not overcome by it, but not ovenaing it, there is the Now | want you to ask yourselves one question: In
opposite feeling, the reaching out almost with eagernesswuoh at sense i s Christés cross
bring the cross nearer to Himself. These two lie close by bears an altogether different relation to s from what

each other in His heart. Like the clear waters of a mountaite death of a great teacher or benefactor ordinarily bears to
stream meeting the turbid waters of a lowland rivet tha His? It is impossible that Christ could have spoken such

flow side by side over a long space, neither of them words as these if He had simply thought of His death as a
blending discernibly with the other, so the shrinking and thkto or a John Howard might have thought of his, as being
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theclose of his activity for the welfare of his fellows. the rehtion between God and Christ, | know not how we
Unl ess Christds deat h has canacquitthesesworaseof osiriMastet o thetcharge of heiad
unless it is something more than the mere termination ofa world too wide for the facts of the case.
His work for the world, | see not how the words before us The words involve, as it seems to me, not only that
can be interpreted. idea of a close, unigque union and indwelling of God

If His dedh is His glorifying, it must be because inChrist, but they involve also this other: that these sufferings
that death something is done which was not completed kyore no relation to the deserts of the person who endured
the life, however fair; by the words, however wise and them. If Christ, with His pure and perfect charagtére
tender; by the works of power; however restorative and innocence and nobility of which all that read the Gospels
healing. Here is something more than thesegme What admi® if Christ suffered so; if the highest virtue that was
more? This more, that His cross is the propitiation for sinever seen in this world brought no better wages than shame
of the whole world. He is glorified therein, notas Socrateand spi tting and the c¢cross;
might be glorified by his calm and noble death; not becassé mpl y a typical example of
nothing in His life became Him better than the leaving of greatest benefactors; then, if tHegve any bearing at all on
not because the page that tells the story of His passion ighe character of God, they cast a shadow rather than a light
turned to by us as the tenderest and most sacred in the upon the divine government, and become not the least
worl dés recor ds; but b e c a forsnielable of the diffEultiesdard krtots that will have ® bet | ¢
and overcame our foes, and because, like Samson of oldyntied hereafter before it shall be clear that Gad di
dying, He pulled down thieouse which our tyrants had  everything well.

built, and overwhelmed them in its ruins. But i f wie hatlabornesoargriefs énd
And so, brethren, there blend in that last act of ouwrarried our sorrowe (| s . 53: 4 5odwasfin we
Lordd for His death was His a&tin strange fashion, the Christ reconciling the world to Himsélf ( 2 Cor . 5:

two contradictory ideas of glory and shame; like some skye can say that His death was the death of Him whom God
all full of darkthunderclouds, and yet between them the had appointé to live and die for us, and to bear our sins in
brightest blue and the blazing sunshine. In the cross, deatis own body on the tree, then, though deep mysteries
crowns Him the prince of life, and His cross is His thronecome with the thought, still we can see that, in a very

All His life long, He was the Light of the World, but the unique manner, God is glorified and exalted in His death.
very noontide hour of His glory wakat hour when the For if the dying Christ be the Sofi@od dying for
shadow of eclipse lay over all the land, and He hung on thg, then the cross glorifies God, because it teaches us that
cross dying in the darHe. theagloi bfshe divineandractdr é the divinevave. Off i g h t
endured the cross, despising theshame( He b . 1 2viiad)domangoower, or any of t he
lo! The shame flashed up into the very brightness of His the divine nature, that weak Man, hanging dying on the

glory, and the ignominy and suffering became the jewels@bss, vas a strange embodiment; but if the very heart of

His crown. the divine brightness be the pure white fire of love; if there
be nothing diviner in God than His giving of Himself to His
Il. God Glorified in the Son of Man creatures; if the highest glory of the divine nature be to pity

The mystery deepens as we advance. That God and to bestow, thethe cross upon which Christ died towers
shall be glorified in a man is not strange, but that He shalibove all other revelations as the most awful, sacred,
be so glorified in the eminent and special fashion in whictender, complete, heart touching, and subduing
it is spoken of here, is strange; and stranger still when wenanifestation of the divine nature; and stars and worlds,
think that the act in which élwas glorified was the death chngels and mighty creatures, and things in thghteiand
an innocent Man. If God, in any special and eminent depths, to each of which have been entrusted with some
manner, is glorified in the cross of Jesus Christ, that broken syllables of the divine character to make known to

implies, as it seems to me, two things at all events. the world, dwindle and fade before the brightness, the

One is that God was in Christ in some singular arldmbent, gentle brightness that beams out from the cross of
eminent nanner. If all His life was a continual Christ whichproclams A God is | ove, i S
mani festation of t he divi ne Aifdashtaotdo?ls notthe thoughhtmat hastfléned w
the divine wisdom, i f ChrisodmsChboimptési onosvast hheudh\
pity, if Christods | owl i ne Batherwm&saven i, ¢he lighestiamdenosyldeased thatrthe s <
whole human life and nature were tirgghtest and clearestworld has ever had? Has it not scattered dathatislay like
manifestation to the world of what God is, we can mount ains of ice upon manos

understand that the cross was the highest point of the heavens clear of clouds that wrapped it in darkness? Has it
revelation of the divine nature to the world, and so was thmt delivered men from the dreams of angry, capricious,
glorifying of God in Him. But if we take any lower view ofvengeful, indifferent, unspeakable gods? Has it not taught
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us that loe is God, and God is love; and so broughtthe pi npoi nt of i nterval bet weer
whole world the true Gospel of the grace of God? In thatSon in Himself.
cross the Father is glorified. It began in that paradise into which we know that
upon that day He entered. It was manifested to the world

[ll. The Son of Man Glorified in the Father when He raised Him from ¢hdead and gave Him glory. It

The mysteries and the paradoxes seem to deepereashed a still higher point when they brought Him near
we a d vibGoa be gloifiéd in Him, God shall also unto the Ancient of Days, and ascending up on high, a
glorify Him in Himself, and shall straightaway glorify dominion and throne and a glory were given to Him which
Hm 06 Do these words s ound lastoowywhile thaSon df ¥an sith ia lyeavenxop theeTerene d
more than the confidence of a good man, who, when he wafadis glory, wielding the attributes of divinity and
dying, believed that he would be accepted of a loving  administering the laws of the universe and the mysteries of
Father, and would be at rest from his sufferings? To me providence. It shall rise to its highest manifestation before
they seem to say infinitely more than that. an assembled world, when He shall come in His glory, and

Mark that He shall glorify Hinin Himself. Thatis before Him shall be ghéred all nations.
the obvious antithesis to what has been spoken about in the  This, then, was the vision that lay before the Christ
previous clause, a glorifying which consistedh in that upper room, the vision of Himself glorified in His
manifestation to the external universe, whereas this is a extreme shame because His cross manifested His love and
glorifying within the depths of the divine nature. And the His saving power; of God glorified in Him above all other
best commentary upon Fatherli of Hisats of rhanifedafion whemHe diadon thescross,fand
Glorify Thou Me with the glory which | had with Thee  revealed the very heart of God and of Himself glorified in
before the world was John 17:5). We get a glimpse, as itthe Father when, exalted high above all creatures, He sits
were, into the very center of the brightness of God;and upon t he Fatherds throne anc
there, walking in th©&nelikee nef iAndgetfromthat highamdelgs, inaceessile ad i
untothe Sonof Mand Chr i st ant i ci palbutisconcdivabte summinhof Kiscelenation, He looks
profound and unspeakable sense, He shall veeré, be down ready to bless each poor creature here, toiling and
caught up into divinity and shall dwell, as indeed He did moiling amidst sufferings, meanness, commonplaces, and
from t he ibteedbosomaftheg-athén monotony, if we will only put our trust in Him, and love

But then mark, still further, that this reception intoHim,ands e e t he bri ghtness of t}
the bosom of the Father is given to the Son of Man. Thatdares for us all; and if we will but take Him as our Savior,
to say, the man, Chridesus, the son of Mary, the brother His all-prevalent prayer, presented within the veil for us,
of u vonedf dur bon@ and fleshofourflesh t hevivdr ycert ai nl yFathee | villthbttheyl | e d
person that walked upon the earth and dwelt amongst usalso whom Thou hastwgn Me may be with Me where | am,
He is taken up into the heart of God, and in His manhoodhat they may behold My glasy ( John 17: 24) .
enters into that same glory, which from theginning the

Eternal Word had with God. Alexander Maclaren (1826910) was one of Great

And still further, not only have we here set forth, in Britainds most renowned
most wondrous language, the reception and incorporation,@1 a s g o w, Macl arendbs mirmes$ str
we may use such words, into the very center of divinity as (notably the Union Chapel in Manchester where he

granted to the Son of Man, but we haattglorifying set  preached for 45 years), two stints as president of the Baptist
forth as commencing immediately upon the completion of Union of England, and presiding over the Congress of the
Gododés glorifying dfHesBdllr i s World Paptist Atianoe in €905 ldesremains one of the most
straightway glorify Him 6 At t he i n st a npopulatlyheadsermadn hers, antites influgricedcontinues
fitisfinished 6 and all that t he chrooghsiang mublishdd valumestooScriptural exposityon.
God wagdone, at that instant there began, with not a

Marks of the Masterd by the Old Scot

Those Magnificent Grasses

Whatin the world would we do without the Of course I 6m not referr
grasses? This family of organisms can easily qualify as grass varieties. They are nice, but hardly needful. Instead,
royalty in the kingdom of plants, for they are the most  think of wheat, from whichbreddt he #fAsta&aif of
useful and needful to man of all the plants on earth. made. Wheat is a grass. Then think of rice, which feeds
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most of the worl dés popul grasd fombambobotis alsosa grass,@md anany usefdr things k ,
corn (or maize), whie also feeds a large part of the world.can be made from bamboo.
It, too, is a grass. There are also oats and millet, rye and Truly, we are fortunate indeed that our world is so
barley: all grasses. well provided with grass! But how did it happen? Was it an
Without these cereal grains, as they are called, accident of nature that brought into existence a family of
human life would onlye possible on a vastly smaller, plants that almost begs to be eaten? Absurd! This is
simpler scale. Without grashiere would be no grazing  contrary to every principle discoverable in nature. How is it,
animals. Down the long centuries, men would have had twe ask, that in nearly all vaties of plant life, growth takes
walk instead of ride, and carry their own burdens rather place at the ti® but not so with grass. It is almost as
than loading them on animélr on wagons drawn by  though someone had deliberately designed grass to be good
draft animals. for animals and man.
Without grains there could be no teeming cities, fo And that, we believe, is exactly the case. Someone
cities demand the kind of large food reserves which grairdid create grass with the precisedcteristics needed to
chiefly make possible. The world would have remained aundergird civilization for mankind. We know that someone

world of subsistence agricultuéea world of only small as God. I n the Book AndGotkGene s
farms and small villages. Hunger would never be farfronrs ai d, O6Let the earth bring f
minds and stomachs, becausdy grains are easilycapabls e ed, and the fruit tanckite yi e
of long-term storage. Modern civilization would probably wass® ( Ge n .. 1:11) .

never have arisen, for technology rises from abundance. God also made dry grass to be good for starting

If we look more closely at the nature of grass, wefiresd and thus giving us both tinder for fires and a
shall see how truly remarkable it is. For example,dgiisd  powerful example of the impermanence of our physical
for grass to be grazed upon, or mowed. Most plants grovb o d i Al Beshisfesgrass0 t he Bandwmallitbe s ay
from the tips of their stems, so if the tip is cut off the planglory of manas the flower of the grass. The grass withers,
cannot grow anymore. Grass, however, grows upward framd the flower of it falls away. But the word of the Lord
the base. Cutting the top of a grass plant merely encouragyedures forever (1 Pet . 1:24) .
new growth from dditional buds at the base. We are not here for long. But we are someplace
Furthermore, grass even benefits from being forever. This also is the message of the Bible. The patriarch
trampled by cattle! Many types of grass spread by sendidpb was ell aware of this, thousands of years ago. He said:
out runners, and when these are cut by the hooves of cafil&know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at
they often send down roots at the point of the break. Newhe latter day upon the earth; and though after my skin

plantsgrow from these new roots. worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | seedGod
Thus there is a balanced beneficial relationship (Job 19:2526).
between grazing animals and grass. The animals fill their Job diwnhits kR®@deemer 6s ne
bellies with tender leaves and stems, and are content. Thdis name is Jesus Christ, Son of God and God with God
grass, in turn, is encouraged to spread by being clippedénd f . John 1: 1; Phil . The 6; et
trampled, and also is fertilized by dung fromthe animalsst i ng of death is sinébut tt
Meateaters among us recognize another big ben#fi victory through our Lord Jesus Chidst ( 1 1566 r
from the grasses, for without grass there would be no  57).
grazing animal@ and no meat for most dinner tables. Jobds Redeemer can be yo
Hunting would be the only means of satisfg g ma n owdll call apsnt Hes Name.
for meat.
Have we exhausted the list of things to be thankful The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon,
for about grass? By no means! Grass also serves as a means with his wife Marga.

of preserving precious soil: the spreading root systems of

many grasses form sod, which absorbs rain and works td&ource:

prevent soil erosion. Again, in many parts of the world me@rass, the Everything, Everywhere Pldmy Augusta
make furniture, ships, houses, and even water pipes fronioldin, Thomas Nelson, Nashville &Y, 1977.
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Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel

A Glimpse into Haiti: Observing AMG Ministries
By Roger Thomas

Our team of sarrived in Haiti on a Wednesday center badly dehydrated with diarrhea. The medical staff
morning. Very late that afternoon, after the sun had set aalended to this child and its parents throughout the night,
it was quite dark, | was told that the doctor and nurse at taed had lights and whatever they needed!
AMG I nternational 6s Bet hesda OM®&uddaycnainingCyeund bey was bnoughthoe t
of Grand Bassin, where we were staying, weoeking on  the medical center. He was receiving penicillin shots for a
a little girldos injury. | badieswolentara inteciek keg. Bhis was hig third ie a serfes t
staff at work and was shocked to see them working with of daily visits for treatment of his very painful malady. The
only the light of a tiny, weak flashlight. | took my picturesfamily brings this little fellow to the méchl center from
which, of course, made it look like it was bright as day. Ittheir homé three hours each way by donkey.
was not. The team also observed P
The little girl had been at the water well AMGhadd ef ugees from Januaryds deve
installed at the town market. She had put her hand on theapital, Porau-Prince. Over 70 families from the capital
pump at a dangerous place, had been admonished to moggion have relocated to GhBassin. They have come
away, had not done so, and had her fingers mashed. Thavith nothing but the clothes on their back. These refugees
AMG medical staff examined éhinjury, disinfected it, and are receiving medical care and medicines at the AMG
stitched the wound. Bethesda Medical Center at no cost to them. They are
The next day Pastor Rodné Romeus took the littleeceiving packets of rice, beans, and cooking oil on a
girl and her mother in to Cap Haitien (the largest city in thveeekly basid at no cost to them.
area) to have the injury-¥ayed to see if there were any The children (20 so far) have been provided with
broken bones. As our team questidfastor Rodné and thechool uniforms, shoes, and school supplies. As needed,
medical staff, we discovered that there is only or@yX Pastor Rodné is also providing clothing and basic health
unit in all of Northeast Haiti. The little girl would have to kits. In April, a 4Gfoot sea container left port in Florida to
make an appointment to get her fingersayed, perhaps deliverrelief items to the AMG ministry partners in

days later, and either stay in Cap Haitien until her Haiti for distribution to the PorauPrince earthquake
appantment or return home to Grand Bassin, and make aefugees. It arrived a few weeks later with a loadGf
second trip in to Cap Haitien at a later date. pallets of rice and pinto beans, 3 pallets of chickpeas

A few days | ater, our (gaebanzo béaes), @ patets ef dabking dipallets @ wn o f
Grand Bassin and confirmed that the AMG well and handndividual health kits (soap, toothbrush, toothpaste,
pump was the only source of good water in the erdist washcloth, comb, nalil file, etc.), and other supplies.
of over 20,000 people. The pumps on several other wells The Lord continues to use AMG International as a
were broken and useless. conduit for His love to Haiti and many other parts of the

One of the objectives of our team was to install amvorld. To learn more alut how you can be a part of this
array of solar panels, batteries, and controls to supplemaninistry, please write to or call AMG International

the generator power supply serving the medical center, 6815 Shallowford Rd.

sclool, and church. (There is no electric service in Grand Chattanooga, TN 37421

Bassin.) This was successfully accomplished and has made  (800) 2517206

electricity available for lights, computers, fans, and www.amginternational.org

laboratory equipment anytime, day or night. This is a

HUGE benefit. Roger Thomas is the coordinator pesial projects for

Sunday eveningbefer our t eambds depar AMG letermational in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Monday morning, an infant was brought to the medical


http://www.amginternational.org/
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Book Reviews

The Gospel for Muslims: An Encouragement to The Good News We Almost Forgot: Rediscovering

ShareChrist with Confidence Thabiti Anyabwile, the Gospel in a 18 Century CatechismKevin

2010, Moody Publishers, Chicago, ISBN 978080247111®eYoung, 2010, Moody Publishers, Chicago, ISBN

176 pages, $12.99, softcover. 9780802458407, 247 pages, $14.99, softcover.
Thabiti ATheGodpeliod Musimms To most Protestants, the wdiidc at ec hi s mo

should not be confused wi prdbabty boajuresyupimages of RémarfiGatholic youths

reachéo books o mfattthettlaisa r k ketng drilediby guns ahd reciting by rote memorization the

intentionally misleading, as his introduction makes clear doctrines of the Church. Catechesis is not often practiced in

that no matter who you are talking to about Chrillamic t oday és churches, and it sece

or otherwisé the power of the Gospel remains unchangesimacking of worksavation and dry faith.

No fAgi mmi ckso ar e néeteedsespel wh e iKevie DeYougge d pastor ancdjauthor from East

speaks dr itself. Lansing, Mich., begs to differ. fhe Good News We
However, Anyabwile does have some keen insightimost Forgot he takes a long look at the Heidelberg

into the Muslim world (especially the in and outs of the Catechism, a f6document commissioned by Elector

Quran), as he was a devoted Muslim himself before comirgderick Il of Germany tonite Protestants after the break

to Christ. He delineates very clearly the points in the Biblrom Rome and instill in the people the core teachings of

on which a Muslim migt agree or disagree with you. Thegbe Reformation. The Heidelberg is still used today in

topics include issues like repentance, the true identity angeveral Presbyterian and Reformed denominations. Through

mission of Christ, the role of faith, etc. He is, in essence,the course of the book, DeYoung shows how the Catethi

giving the -upadwirt fa d e tae seftly outnes thelCheristi@ufaitraamd serves as an effective

and Bible based on his own life andperences with means of teaching biblical truth.
Muslims since his conversion. The Catechism consists of 129 questions and
As he discusses the various encounters he hashach s wer s arranged into 52 fALCc

with Muslims as a result of leaving Islam for Christianity,t aught each Sunday of the ye
he does not sugarcoat them. Sometimes Anyabwile felt book is broken into 52 chapters, each one a commentary on
utterly unable to respond to a Muslim whosestiofs one week of the Catechism. Working his way through the
caught him off guard, but he also explains how grateful hiessons, he offers a compelling reminder that the Gaspel
is to now be regularly asked to debate Muslims in public Christianity and vice vergathe whole of our faith rises and
universitie® a clear opportunity for the deceptions and falls with the narratig of creation, fall, and redemption
claims of Islam against Christianity to be shown false  through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. The
through the authoritp f Godds Wor d. Catechism itself is divided into three sectidrtbe misery

This book does not promise that the reader will bef man, the redemption of man, and the gratitude ofdman
able to debate Muslims and win them immediately to Chtisat cover the full measure of what anyone ldmeed to
after having read it (as | said, even Anyabwile, a pastor, understand in order to believe and live out the faith.
does not always feel he has given a satisfying answer), but DeYoungb6bs purpose in wri:
thatGodwil use reader sdé new Kk thewd impbrgaece 6f rememberiry just holv gookthea s
a starting point for understanding the questions of Musliniood News is and passing on a legacy of Gespelrality
and how, ultimately, they can point back to the cross of to the next generation of ieVvers. He offers the Heidelberg

Christ as the means of salvation. as one means of instilling truth because of its thoroughness,
concision, and ease of learning. Truth that is ageless and
Rachel Lonas new is worth memorizing and repeating often.
Target: All Justin Lonas
Type: Apologetics/Evangebm
Take: Highly Recommended Type: Church Life/Creeds
Target: All

Take: Highly Recommended
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Sermon Help® From SermonHall.com

Sermon Outline In Joel 2:12, 13, we see Isré&epain manifested:
Four Calls fiReturn to Me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping
1 Pet. 1:29 (and other passages). and mourning. Rend your heart and not your garmefits

rend something means to rip or tear in grief, anger, rage
Intro.: There are many calls; it is vital we know of @God  €tc.
¢ a | The.Migfity One, God the Lord, has spoken, and We must ask ourselves when we last felt the need
calledthe earth from the rising of the sun to its going dow.tear our hearts because of sin. Feel the injury of sin and
He shallcall to the heavens from above, and to the earth,avoid the problem of pain! Let us rend our hearts today and
that He may judge Higeople Offer to God thanksgiving; feel the pain. We must return to God.

and pay your vows to the Most Higtall upon Me in the Anyonymous

day of trouble: | will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me

(Ps. 50:1, 4, 14, 15). The Double Judgment

I. The Call of Beath (Ginnot ignord Heb. 9:27) In the English Law Courts there are two broad
A. We are strong and wéllthats fine. divisions, the Civil and Criminal. In the Criminal Court, the
B. We hope to remain 8othats natural. man is tried, and he has to be declared innocent or guilty. In
C. We may be disappointé@dhais possible. the Civil, cases are tried, not people; whether a deed was
D. We will dietd thats certain. just or unjust.
E. W&l better get ready thais wisdom. So is Gods twofold judgment byandby. The

Il. The Call of theResurrectionCannot ignoré John 5).  unbeliever, like the criminal, will be on trial in person, and
lll. The Call of theJudgment Cannot ignord Matt. 25. will hear his guilt and doom pronounced by the Judge. The

IV. The Call of the gospel@an, but should nptgnore). believer, accepted in Christ, will never come into judgment,
A. 2 Thessalonian®:140 to redeem us from the but is passed from death unto lifetiniog shall be laid to
conditionof Romans 3:23. his charge. But his works shall be tried, with a view to his
B. Rom. 1:16; 5:8 reward, and whether gold, silver, precious stone, or wood,
C.Mark 16:15, 16; Rev. 22:17 hay, and stubble.

Conc: We should call on Him. We need to respomdHim Anonymous

(Heb. 12:25).

Bulletin Inserts
lllustration s On Time
Pain and Pills
Too much time is wasted by some people in telling how
Face it, we do not like paidust take a stroll down busy they are.
the medicine aisle next time you are in the grocery store.
You will see what | meanBut is that entirely healthy? ~ You do not get much done by starting tomorrow.
Could it be that in some matter of my life, there is room for . . . .
pain? Can it be at times | should feel some pain? The =~ EVeN if you are on the right track, you will get run over if
question pleads for affirmation. Along with solutions to olfPU Just sit there.
physical pains, | am afraid we have mistakeolyrfd a cure

for our spiritual pain. Sadly, this is a deadly cure! Time Is Too slow for those who wait, Too swift for those

who fear, Too long for those who grieve, Too short fo

: : To E?‘VC.)'(.]I the pam'of sin, we have taken a deadl_y those who rejoice, But for those who love the Lord Time is
pill which diminishes the impact and consequence of sin ernity

our lives. We have closed our eyes to the destruction of sin

and swallowed a pibf deception. We do not feel the The Messenger

burdensome ache of sin. If you have half a mind to turn on the TV, tésaall you
For Israel, it was not enough for a prophet to need for most of the programs.
forecast impending doom as a consequence of sin to get Old Union Reminder

them to repent. More often than not, Israel had to face the

consequence of sin to come to repeee; they had to feel The secret of patience is doisgmething in the meantime.
pain.
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News Updat® 5/1010

Kyrgyz Christians Weigh Freedom under New Churches Reach Out to Tennessee Flood Victims
Government Baptist Presseports that churches and Baptist

Mission News Networkeports that Christians associabns across Middle Tennessee are reaching out
in Kyrgyzstan are waiting to see if their religious  to members and residents who were impacted by a
freedom will be greater under the coudrpew recordsetting flood. More than 13 inches of rain fell
government. over the weekend, causing the Cumberland River to

Violence fromthe April coup has killed at leastcrest more than 10 feet above flogtdge, floothg
100 people and left hundreds more wounded, thousands of homes and clag sections of three
prompting further unrest and lootingVe really hope interstates.
that this uprising will lead to more freedom for people Forest Hills Baptist Church in Nashville had at
there, more freedom for evangelical church ministryleast 20 families whose houses received flood damage,
[and] for Christianity overalfysaid Sergey Rakhuba, some of them losing everything. Todd Young,
vice president of Russian Ministries. associate pastor of education and activities at the

But the dangers have disrupted the minisfrieschurch, helped a church family Sunday evening move
School without Walls and other progranf8Ve have their furniture upstairs, safely away from the
quite a few people on the ground there with this newfloodwaters. He was heading out to help more families
initiative to train new young Christian leaders. Monday afternoon and said he witnessed images in the
Everything is on hold right now, but we are talking tdlooded areas he wénsoon forget.
our people [and] how we can reach out to those who fil saw peoplavalking out of their houses, in
have keen affected. water, holding their bags over their heads like in

Religion Today SummarieKatrinap Young toldBaptist Press.
Religion Today Summaries

Britain & Christians Alarmed over Street

Preacherts Arrest Virginia Governor RestoresPr ay eJesu® n
Christian Todayeports that Christians in Name0 by Police Chaplains
Britain are worried that the arrest of a street preacher Christian Newswirgeports that Virginia Gov.
in Cumbria may lead to more restrictions on religioug8ob McDonnell has restored the rights of six State
freedom in the UK. Policechaplains to pray publicl§in Jesus nameThe
A parttime police officer arrested Dale executive order reverses the policy of his predecessor
McAlpine in his home town of Workington, in Governor Tim Kaine.
Cumbria, lasmonth for publicly saying that fAiThis victory comes after ouwo-year

homosexuality is a sin. McAlpine says he included campaign for Jesus narasaid Chaplain

homosexuality in a larger list of sins listed in the Biblklingenschmitt, who led a 1,000 person rally outside

in a conversation with a passerby, and did not publicthhe Governais mansion in 2008, then submitted up to

preach on the subject. 15,000 petitions to reinstate the chaplains jobs and free
FormerCatholic Heraldeditor Cridina Odone speech.

condemned the event in the UK Telegraph, calling Now that McDonnell has fulfillethis campaign

McAlpined arrest part of Bnew inquisitiond pledge, the six chaplanincluding Rex Carter and

fiFuelling the inquisitors is a vicious secularism that Mike Honaker, who had turned in their badges rather

allows no tolerance for views based on Christian  than deny Christ, will be invited back to their chaplain

valuesp she saidfiA civilized, tolerant soety jobs, and given free speech to pfiayJesus name.
requires negotiation between... a prea@gght to Religion Today Summaries
proclaim his beliefs and a g&yfreedom to live out her

sexualityo

Religion Today Summaries
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Ugandan Primate Resignsfrom Key Anglican Body legislation passkby overwhelming majorities in both
Religion News Serviceeports that Archbishopchambes of Tennesseedbds state

Henry Orombi of Uganda has reportedly resigned from  The law forbids insurance companies receiving

the standing committee of the Anglican Communionpublic subsidies in the statan health exchange from

The archbishop cited the election of a lesbian bishopffering or requiring abortion coverage when the

by theEpiscopal Church as part of an ucepgtable exchanges come online in 2014.

Airevisionist theol ogy. 0Bilsapproved by the legislature in Tennessee can take
At the same time, Orombi called for an urgeneffecteven if the governor declines to take action on

meeting of the primates, or senior bishops, of the them. A veto from Bredesen, who is gbortion,

Anglican Communion without their colleagues from would likely have been an act of political futility, as

the U.S. and Canad@éand with an agendset by the  the measure (HB 2681 / SB 2686) hadsgasthe state

participants themselvésHis announcement was madelouse 7623 and the state Senate 27

in an April 9 letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, The law stategiNo health care plan required to
Rowan Williams. be established in this state through an exchange
His resignation is the second this year, pursuant to federal health care reform legislation

following Archbishop Mouneer Anis of Jerusalem anenacted by the 111th Congress shall offer covemage f
the Middle East in Februaryhe standing committee, abortion services.
which functions as an executive body, consists of 14 The bill will TemCare al t e |
members of the Anglican Communion. The committpeogram, which provides Medicaid subsidies for
includes the Episcopal Church primate and other  abortions only in the cases of rape, incest, and the life
members of the Episcopal Church. of the mothe as mandated by federal law.
Religion Today Summaries Tennessa® General Assembly was thestir
state legislature in the U.S. to pass legislation

Tennessee AbortiorOpt-Out Becomes Law without eliminating elective abortion as a benefit in federally
Gov.Gs Signature required health care exchanges. However, while

A Tennessee law opting the state out of the Bredesen let the bill remain on his desk, Arizona beat
new national health care refo@rabortion mandate Tennessee as the first state to-opt of the abortion
went into effect Wednesday, after Democratic funding mandate, with prtife Governor Jan Brewer
governor Phil Bredesen refused to either sign or vetsigning similar legislation into law.

LifeSiteNews
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Puzzl es and 6Toons

Church 6 T o d®ynJse McKeever

“KEEP LOOKRING — T JUST KNOW ONE
OF THESE NEWSPAPERS HAS 1O HAVE
MENTIONED MY GREAT SERMON OF
LAST SUNDAY |4

SOME SAY TIMNY
RECEIVED THE CALL TO
PREACH EARLY IN LIFE,
AFTER NOTICGING ON
TN. TRAT THERE WAS
ONLY ONE PERSON
WHRO WAS NEVER
REQUIRED O 41T
STILL IN CHURCH.

Answers to | ast i ssueds

ANSWERS ACROSTIC #48: ANSWERS

puzzl es:

1. Arad (Num. 21:1-3) EPHESIANS (4:26, 27) — “Be
2. Jericho (Josh. 6:1 f.) ye angry, and sin not: let not the
5 Gl e offizortiosiiizizizs] 51 ‘g0 down upon your wrath: . .
l ot - Jl Q5 Naither e plics 16 e et Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham
4. At Gilgal (Josh. 5:8, 9). The exact
location was called “the hill of the By Mark Oshman
foreskins™ (Josh. 5:3) A. EDWARD .. . . .
5 Thopriews g wwmkore| B:  PENINNAH Originally published irPulpit Helps August1995
covenant (Josh. 3:14, 15). C ﬂL’TTO\
6. Og. king of Bashan (Deut. 3:11) D. EGYPT
7. A goodly Babylonish garment, and| E. STRUGGLE o t
e E. INTENTLY nnext page
weight” (Josh. 7:21). G. ANTIOCH
8. Hebron (Josh, 14:13) H. EOEVIL
9. Sihon, king of the Amorites (Num L S\V ERVE
21:21-24) J. BOONE
10. The Gibeonites made apeacereaty | K. ADORE
\_ with the Israclites (Josh, 10:3, 4) ) L' YOLTH
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