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Music and Godly Emotion: Worship and the Churchd Part 4
By Tim Schoap

In the previous articllesSamudalhils6 steealiless uwvse Otviea ts eier
God commands our worship, defined as the act of givingallowed an evil spirit to terrorize hirAnd when this would
God His due (Aprocl ai mi nghappers Darikveag dalled: as@ Bkdlesl madsicianpto phay thet ¢
Peter), because He i s i nf hapjandeShw wouldbe tefnegheco f it . Webve
for our worship to please @at must come from sincere, But being moved emotionally is not the same thing
obedient hearts; it must honor Him as He has revealed as worshipping God. Being moved in your emotions
Himself to be, the Triune God; it must be centered onthed o e s n 6 t equat e theartlraimimdjto mo v e
Gospel, remembering His saving acts; and it must be  honor God with your life. The most memorable, emotional,
saturated with His Word. profound experience | 0ve eve
In thelastarticle, we began to lockt musicand per f or mance o f"Sygphony,tamdlitbad i c h ¢
worship, and said that God wants our worship music to beothing whatsoever to do with worship.

creative, to sing His praise with a variety of musiew, Edwards, again iReligious Afections said that the
old, vocal and instrumental. God also wants our musicinmer e per formance of worship
worship to be characterized by excellence, to bringourbsst n gi n g, hearing sermonsodo a

r
to Himwhether we sing or play or compose or arrange, st our hearts are affected anc
that the music we use in worship enables usto genuinehgr ace of God, 0 unl es sus,faidhe ¢
consistently magni fy Godb®6mvisiple thirgs of thesGospel haveythe waight ofweal thingsn
heart. In this article we will continue the focusonmusicin n our hearts. 0

worship, turning to a topiewhich can be a bit controversial, Do you hear what heds sa
and that is music, worshipnd our emotions. worshiping if we are not engaged. There is no such thing as
| believe God wants our music to be filled with  detached, laidb ac k wor s hi p. When | 6n

emotion that honors Him. Psalm 33 shows lots of emotioand see somé& our people halasleep, barely singing if at
joy in verse 1, thanksgiving in verse 2, loud shouts in vera#, looking as though they are bored out of their minds, the
3. And tte last 3 verses of the Psalm are all aboutthe pr obl em i snét t oo much emoti

emotional i mpact that Godods pPahm\Wesleyaaiddhe same thking imBiseaion® n t |
worshipper: expectant waiting in verse 20, gladness of héartSinging A Above al |l s anregetoGpd r i
in verse 21, and hope i n wevergveord®a sing.TAhmaat pieasingaHingne thanb i t
emotion for 22 short verses. yourself, or any other creature. In order to do this, attend

One ofthe things music does very well is to engaggrictly to the sense of what you sing, and see that your
our emotions. Jonathan Edwards, writing'lre Religious heart is not carried away with the sound, but offered to God
Affections 1746, said AThe dut gontioud | syi.dgi ng prai ses to God
seems to be appointed wholly to excite and express Friends have told me that they are troubled by
religious affections. No other reason carabsigned why emotion in worship, but emaotion is not the problem,
we should express ourselves to God in verse rather thangmotionalism is. Emotionalism pursues feelings as ends in
prose, and do it with music, but only that such is our natufeemselves. But God created our emotions, and He wants
and frame that these things have a tendency to move outhem to be stirred up in response toorHe is and what He
affections. 0 has done for us. Music helps us in this.

Many of us have had profound encounters with The language of worship is a language of emotion,
Godthoughmusiét hat 6 s not hi ng n ehove, dflmeedeof jbyhinaghe livihdGb@. Psalm 32:11 says,
years before Congreve t ol idBeglalinthélaotd anil mjoice] you rightesus anésgandm s
soothe the savage br east , shoubfaryjoy, dl ydwheane uprightin hedrtrou tPts ail mmt i
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42:1-3 s aAg the dedi pants for the water brooks, so mye hammered home to your heart and mind? What can you
soul pants for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for thmeditate on to give God greater glory? Let repetition do its
|l iving Godé. My tears havewdtkeen my food day and night,
while they say to meGado? d day When weworshipWiellewhen our svorspipisi r
Pet er r e miThodgh you Bavetndt aeen Hintj yogenuinely pleasing to God, we will benefit from its
love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you believe inonsistent practice. Allen Ross,Recalling the Hope of
Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled Glory, sai d, Al f worshipers | e
withglond (1 Pet . 1: 8lwilcelBbaatei d of deeomingamore gaodly ifi their lives, thére purpose of
before the Lordl will become even more undignifiedthanwor shi p has not been achi eve
this, and | will be humiliated inmyowneges ( 2 Sa®cré6p2ure is that genuine wc
22). words, worship that pleases God reminds us that the Spirit

In that last verse, David said he would so celebratéimself is constantly at work in us. We see itin 2
Godbés goodness that Ihimselvo Gdrithiamsi3ll 8 Ananfie lally with unveilet faca,t e
in front of hi sd deas orinddexy; T behddidgthemlory of thed brd, are being transformed into
that s emotion! The pr obl thersamnedanmgesromwamedegree ef glanatkamothernfort i

the goal, when we try t o thisdomesfromthea Lofdevieolisithe §pird or t he f e
sake. But emotion is not t he Worshiplthat pldabes Gog enaoluragessus tG gralvins
and emotion is merely a byproduct. holinesshecause it reminds us that God has paid the price

Having said that, we nddo let music do what Godfor our sins, that our bondage to sin has been broken, that
intends for it to do. Music has limitless variety: soft, slowwe 6 ve been fr eed t bleHiniselfy Goc
loud, uptempo, grand, or majestilf we let the text dictate bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to
the style, the style will encourage fitting emotion. Music sin and live to righteousnedBy His wounds you have been

moves our emotions, and when done in a vway honors healed (1 Pet . 2:24).

God and His Word, it can draw us in powerfully with it. Worship that pleases God edifies us because it

And that is what God intends. renews our awareness of Godd
What about repetition in songs? Why do we power of His Word. That was

sometimes repeat a verse, or more often a chorus, to the Corinthians regarding their worshansces, 1

someti mes several times? Wbhyionhhsangslf#jkehé@Ophkbort helt

EyesofmyHart 6 do we sing fAiHothkingsel pe Hohwgof @O edmebscati

in a row when 3 times was good enough for Isaiahandfqrr ay t oget her, and hear God?¢d

John? To get an emotional response? No. How about to &igether, we are edified, we are built up.

your heart to consider the truth you are singing, to engage Finally, the most important reswf worship that

with it on a deeper level? Becauspeattion helps us get  pleases God is that the object of our worship is pleased. He
something in our heads, and hearts, and some things juss honored. He is glorified. God gets the glory He so richly
need to be said more than once. deserves. And that is reall\
Paul knew that truth. In Philippians 3:1 he wrote, Our worship here is a bare glimmer of what it will
fiFinally, my brethren, rejoice inthe Lordd Do y o wltimaklg beArmd sometimes you really have to stretch the
that is the fifth time in Philipans Paul has told them to  imagination to get even that glimmer. Maybe the worship
rejoice? And as i f heds anetamipasi ofbf antbéyedidodt ( @:c
Paul, youdve already Tawiledcugi hbatohe peeaohéeidsegonaad
the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a But if we can even begin to compreden God b6 s maj e
safeguardforyoud Repeat ed t r atsh srisenrChristin alsHisfglerg weawill dlways strive to make
Witness Psalm 136it has 26 verses, and the second halfafr worship fit for the King.
every one s ay®rHislwngksndnessist h i n §Ve wilfiwrap up this series with two more topics
everlasting © There is val ue i n relategte wadrship: therole of physical expressiveness in
To be sure, repetition in songs can go too far. At worship, and the legacy of worship.
some point, repetition goes from stilating to numbing.
But the next time the worship leader repeats a verse or a Tim Schoap is cgastor of Signal Mountain Bible
chorus, dwell on the words being repeated. What truth can Church in Signal Mountain, Tenn.
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Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

The Leavenof the Pharisees and Scribes
Matthew16:512

From The Exegetical Commentary on Matthew What a lack of bread had to do with being cautious
AMG Publishers, 2006. around the Pharisees aBddducees showed just how little

[5] Now the scene changed. In Mark 8:13wearet hey under stood Jesusd met ay
informed that Jesus left the disciples on the east coast offthie recent miracles. Jesus had just miraculously fed more
Sea of Galilee with the plan to meet them on the other sitdean 4,000 people. Why would He now be concerned that
where He had f ed Andhhavingleitn d the disiplep e bpought,no Hiead?

(apheis the aorist participle ai p h 2[863}ito leave) [8] Jesus callechte m, | i t eraaltlhys,0 il
them, and having enteréddmbasthe aorist participle of  (oligopistoif 36 40] ), a term not equ
e mb a[1684H to enter in)nto the ship again, He (4pistos[571]). Jesus never called His disciples faithless.
departeda p U, théra®nist indicative aipérchomai Faith (istisin the New Testament) has several objects and
[565])to the otherside ( Mar k 8: 13, a . therejore can be qualified as great otdittepending on the

He sailed; they wked. The disciples forgot number of biblical propositions to which a believer assents.
(epelathontpthe aorist middle indicative @pilanthAnomai From what follows in verse 9, we see that the

[1950], to forget) not only to carry bread with them but alstisciples did not seem to understand the full sovereignty of

to stock the ship Jesus traveled on with more than one Igak Lord Jesus. That was why He asked them to remember

(Mark 8:14). But He used even what they hagiétten to  the feeding bboth the 5,000 (v. 9) and the 4,000 (v. 10).

make an important point concerning false teaching. Besides missing teavenofiheo!l e p
[6] It is important for us to understand what JesusPharisees and of the Sadducees t he di sci pl e

meant by Takesheed and lbew/are ofithe leaverack of bread would never be an obstacle for Jesus.

of the Pharisees and of the Sadduceés [9,10]Accor di ngl y Doybensyets as |
The first viekeheed dhoi@sn s | (B b @764}, fromou[3756], the absolute not; apdd
(the present imperative bf o r [§7@8B], to see and [4458], how)understandnoeite the present tense nfo ® &

perceive). The present tense is gnomic; that is, it teache$3b39], to think, comprehend; synonymous with
general principle. The disciples needed to see the differediedogizomai to reasonpeitherremembe(m n Umo n e Y%e t
between the false teaching of the Pharisees and Sadductiespresent tense ofn U mo [842%@o recallXhe five
and the truth oftte Gospel, especially if the former had a loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets you took
leavening (penetrating) impact on people. The word up, neither the seven loaves of bread of the four thousand
fignomi co c o me g nfdules], opimien, aG and ko many baskets you tookap? ( a . ).
determined mindset). Jesus wanted to make His disciples [11] Jesus continuedHow (p ®[4459]) is it that
aware of the fundamental difference between lawgrade, you understoognoeite not that | spoké€eipon the aorist
so they could clearly teach it later. tense ol ® [B@4], to intelligently speakp you not

The s ecohavar® enpséchetethe A concerning bread, that you should bew§peosécheiof
present tense @f r o s [@33TH,&b take heed, to guard  the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadduaezes? a . t . ) .
against; fronpros[4314], toward or near, ar@l ¢ [2¥92], The Lord Jesus wanted the disciples to know that
to have). Coupled with the first verb, it gabe tsense that the false teachings of the Pharisees and scribes were a
the disciples should be wary of false teaching when theypowerful leavening agent they should guard against. Today,
were fAinear o the Phar i sees asadhendtheSemtmailegalisnsworkslite way throughatimet e
disciples to understand that the Pharisees and Sadduceeahurch, distracting people from tospelof grace.
were hypocrites. The only reason they came to Him was to In biblical days, leavere( ¥4 rf2d19]) was a
tempt Him byasking for more signs to provide credentialscatalytic agent like yeast that caused fermentation in dough,
for what He had already proven. making it rise. Frequently, Jesus used this permeation

[7] The disciples did not immediately understand process to describe the spread of sin. However, on one
J e s us 6 Theywer seasoning@lielogizontothe occasion, He also analogously described the penetration of
imperfect ofdialogizomai1260], to dialogue, reason; fromthe kh gd om o f Go d The kingdom ef heavenm | d
dia[1223], thraughd an intensive preposition expressing is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three
thoroughness; andgizomai[3049], to reckon, figure out) measures of meal, till the whole was leavéned( Mat t .
among themselves, saying, 1383t i s because we have t ak:¢
bread® (a.t.).
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Properly understood, the two leavens, the kingdobecause their theology was false. False teaching is the root
of God and the legalistic teaching of the Pharisees and of bad motives and behav&rPeople think, choose, plan,
Sadducees, penetrate daily life, spreading and advancingnd behave what they believe.
automatically, not necessarily with conscious effort. This Di d aistheldontent that persons learn on their
process compares with that expezb the Greekverb own or from ot her s. Li ke t he
a u x §[887, to grow), which presupposes the organismand Sadducees, the teaching of Christ has an underlying
of life. unity, so it is frequently cadd by the singuladidaskalia

Concerning false teaching spreading throughout {ji£319], teaching). Jesus never taught the Law from one
worl d, P &uil menand saducers shall wax worsside of His mouth and grace from the other, justification by
and worse, deceiving, and being deceivedTin2. 3:13) works on one day and justification by faith on the next, nor
a n dheifiword will spread like gangrepe Tin2 2:17;  did He ever waver. He always taught the samesistent
a.t.). PTheéreeshall bedatbetelacher am@geg Gospelof grace everywhere He went. Teachings
[1722], within, amongyow PReR 2:1). Because the tareqdidaskaliaj the plural ofdidaskalig, by contrast, are
grow alongside the wheat until the time of the harvest, wauman productions.

can anticipate that letism will be with us until Christ Fi n athdy yndersfoadl s (1 n Utkheaaorist
returns. In the interim, we are called to overturn legalismtense o u n 2[ Qr8i2 0], t o understand
with grace. al | t ofrgrer4862]otogether; antd 2 Umfi, to

[12] Now Jesus clearly identified leaven with send, to comprehend).
fidoctdiida[@322))sthe singular Greek noun Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of
emphasizing the unity of Pharisaism. At the bottidfm AMG Internationalin Chattanooga, Tennessee for od@r
Pharisaisré its laws, rituals, external conformiti@day years, was théunding editor oPulpit HelpsMagazine,
their simple doctrine of justification by works. The and authored dozens of exegetical books.

Pharisees and Sadducees were arrogant and hypocritical

Grace, Love, and Times of Darkness
By Shea Oakley

Never assume that the way you feel at any given perpetuate. | firmly believe that this is probably the greatest
moment will not change. It will. cause of suicide for those who find themselves deeply

This is a vital truth for the struggling believer to depressed without the light of Christ in their lives. When
receive because it can bring new hope for deliverance frauonch individuals find themselves in great agony of soul,
times of darkness, and thosw strength in the midst of  with no felt prospect of that condition ever changing,
those times. In my own life | have known bouts of impulses towards the imaginesicape offered by death
depression and anxiety that | feared would never end. It basome difficult to resist.
only been the repeated experience of deliverance from these  However in the life of the true child of God, the
troubled periods that has finally brought me to a place desperately needed hope of deliverance is birthed and
where | can consistently trust that they will pass. Much ofustained by His sovereign grace. Christians may endure
my progress towards tr ust longgeriodsof deprasdion and angiatyr evammgpntspof e s e
my life has come from the realization that He has alwaysdespair, but the presence of God through His Holy Spirit is
allowed me to sooner or later find relief from emotional atitk guarantee of the passing of these shadows of death. He
spiritual pain. Ithas also been a key to experiencing that will not suffer His people to be lost to even the deepest
pain less often and with less intensity. buffetings of the world, the flesh, and the devil. As the

One of the worst aspecBibetellsf ulfsrkandifaithlass igenstfasthfublbiecausd He
soul 0 is the sense that t taenotslennHimsafe (@i Mi mn@vé&B)come. |
appears to be a truism that when one is in the grip of doyisssistence of His love that enables us to come out of every
and feas those doubts and fears seem inescapable. The test of darkness.
human mind and heart can have a tendency to assume that After enough demonstrations of this kind of love
the worst case scenario is the most likely one to come tr@en the densest o can begin to notice a pattern. We feel
(this is especially the case for those with a nature that tetelsible for whatever reason and then, whether it is
towards the melancholy endithe spectrum. For us this  gradually or suddenly, we do not. The clouds over our
could al most be said t o bspiits liftahe Bud enteaagaln is shinieg, dnd weq@m@ agaif
being). capable of feeling its light on our faces.i§ happens over

When such fatalism has sway over a person, and over as we continue to seek God in our worst moments.
consciously or unconsciously, it has a tendency te self In time the result of our experiencing this fruit of sustaining
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grace is the dawning realization that all bad things comeitompor t antly, c¢ling to the pr
an end in Christ. you in His word. Your trials will pass and somethafg

Once this realization becomes a fixmatt of our greater worth will replace them, true perseverance in the
consciousness we begin to assume something other tharaitie guaranteed by the One who loves you beyond the
worst for ourselves. We start to believe that maybe, just power of any and all darkness.

maybe, the darkness is temporary and the love and grace of © 2009 Shea Oakley. All rights reserved.

our Lord is not. This is one of the most important paths to

healing br the melancholy Christian. Shea Oakley is a freelance Christian writer from
So if you, child of God, are in your own dark night Ridgewood, New Jersey

of the sou cling to the truth of these words and, far more

Boring Sermons: An Oxymoron or to Be Expected?
By Joe McKeever

AMy chief objection [to tMeylkédrakkiah fhis$hiandr o
Church today] is that ninetyine percent of sermons and and know from having lived a considerable number of years
Sunday school teachings adei sgo thosikindl|l gf dwdobt koi n t

The critic, Frank Shallard, was a preacher himselff s s et t | e d o wjosttowhatéver sitnatiansi r a |

so he knew whereof hespédke x cept he wasmndt dbpeadki ng. We do grow ac
for himself. Shallard is a fictional chatacin the 1927 technique and itbés not alll k
novelElmer Gantrya n d , | 6m conf i de ndealwitia the mirgsirydf wevgould chnginually turn out

views of author Sinclair Lewis. That line, the final sentenchallenging sermons in fresh ways to inspire andege
in chapter 28, must have elicited a million cheersandanterise Lor dés peopl e.

from across the | andscape as So,keredre mssugidstors ordhdw thehministere n ¢
preaher voicing their own gripe about the Church. can keep his sermons interes
Boring preaching and dull Bible lessonsareno t hi nk of mor e, | 6m sure, whi

recent phenomenon. However, knowing that tiresome,
uninspiring preaching has always been around does not I. Keep Yourself Fresh
make it any easier to take or to deal with. The minister will have to make a consciou®dffo
Boredom in aythingd whether preaching the break free from the rut the
revolutionary Gospel of Jesus Christ, playing third base fon him, with its unending rounds of administrative
the Yankees or Red Sox, or being married to the most meetings, hospital callings, funerals, weddings, committees
beautiful woman in the wordl is part of the human and boards and staffs, a million office details, and sermon
condition. The human being is constitutionally unable to building.
stayexcited all the time. The adrenalin would burn up our This will require the preacher to take down his
nervous system and we would be dead in six months frocelendar and, working with his spouse and closest church
sheer exhaustion and sleeplessness. leadership, do some advance planning. One month, for
God has created us so that our brain adapts to eww@mple, he might decide to take two days for a prayer
situation. The preacher of the wogtlaking Gospelsetts r et r eat t o a fri end Gakesalandg i n
down into a routine he can live with, the thlsdseman his Bible and a notebook and nothing else to distract him.
grows accustomed to the adulation of the crowds and theAnother time, he and his wife are going to the beach for a
television lights and the overflowing bank account, and tle®uple of days. At other times, he stays at home, his wife
fellow married to (insert name of your favorite starlet heréjikes charge of the cell phone, and he listens to the

findsthatoneday s pr et ty much | i krecording efa Bible konferendethehadcarried in lis car for
preachers grow lazy, thidasemen drop the ball, and the past six months.
husbands of starlets stray. The preacher has to work at keeping himself fresh.

But webre talking abouSt alhen s s aicsh emrst heaemr eab &rormeet |
those internet essays devote themselves to diagnosing tleeurse. It happens to everything from the bread in your
problem of boring predaing. And it will not surprise you tokitchen to the rationship with your wife to the sermon you
l earn theydre pretty r ougdteliveronSuiday. man of God. The pr ¢
of dull sermons has become a captive of the culture,
betrayed his calling, brought shame on his Lord, cares littleKeep Working on Improving Your Sermons
for his flock, and is violating the basicaighings of the From time to time, the pastor will want to browse
Scripturé all of that and more. the Christian bookstore on a seminary campus. In the
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textbook section, he will find what the nexdrgeration of If one looked at the Holy Scriptures as a sermon
preachers is studying. | can guarantee that some of it wilkésource boak andt 6 s f ar , f & hewouldr e t
new and challenging to him. still find its offerings to be practically unlimited.
| know a preacher who once a year would travel to The minister will want to discipline himself to
a seminary for an intense two day a@meone study witha spend early morning time evVe
professor. He would line up the teacher anja advance  without a thought to preaching it, but just for his own
and they would agree on the subject of their study spiritual edification. His soul needs nourishing and this is
(something within the prohewsiort lthave déste@eniedithefvords bfdmy moutho r ¢
hours over two days, the men of God went hieedead more than my necessaryfand ( Job 23: 12) .
discussing texts, wrestling with the issues, and hammering In devotional reading of the Word, every beligver
out theology. Whethe pastor returned home, he preachegdraachers are in this category, dowill come across
series of messages from that particular book of the Biblefascinating insights that challenge his mind and soul. So,
on the theme the two had tha minisierkeeps afatepad bandy ane jots theseudownr i ¢
sermons were always well thought out and wonderfully Once the Holy Spirit begins connecting these insights with
presented. something the preacher has read or discovered in his own
Few of us in the ministry shtaisettle down in our life, new sermons begin take form. And old sermons take
preaching as though we have arrived. We can all improven new life, too.
The promise of Matthew 13:52 holds for preachers
Ill. Keep a Constant Flow of Ideas and Inspiration as wel |l as t h &venyeacherobthe lawu ma r
Coming Your Way who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like
Keep reading the daily news, inspirational booksthe owner of a house who brings ofihcs storeroom new
volumes of sermons, theology. But read outside your fieltteasures aswellasaldd The ol d treasur
too. faith are still there in the Word, just waiting to be taken out,
Once a month pastors should visit the periodicalsdusted off, and rntroduced to the people of God. But
section of their public library. In ours, there must be two and this is the exciting p&tGod has new things tthaw
hundred monthly magazines lining the shelves. Most of us, if we will come into the storehouse of His Word and pay
these | have absolutely no interest in at all. But scanningdttention.
covers, | will choosa haltdozen that appear interesting. |
end up reading on subjects | would never ever have thoughtStay on Your Knees

of. When some of this shows ihendesus$ole higwseiples d phrabke tosteow i o 1
as surprising to my people as it had been to me. them that they should always pray and not give@ up( L u k e
18:1).Those are the two alternatives: pray or.quitin Al way
IV. Get Feedback to prayo is the iIimperative
A good friend tells me hasks the ministerial staff alternative to prayer.
for their feedback about his sermons in their weekly ltds no breaking news to
sessions. I |l aughed, i A n d sopneaf us guit thé rhinistrytyédars before twé leaye the e | |

what they think?d He bel i pulpieWe quihwdgn we siop praying, no longer sit at the

In my last church, in the letters we mailed to first feetof the Master witfHis Word openin front of us, and
time visitors, we included selfmailing postcard on which cease expectingim to give us the messagts people
we askedhreequestions: What was the first thing you  need to hear next Sunday.
noticed about our church, what impressed you most, and The pastoro6s prayer |ife
what impressed you least (You may recognize this from focus on the Lord Himself and then on his relationship with
Ri ¢ k W@®&urpose Driven ChurghTo my surprise, the Lord. Then and only then will he begin to pray about the
manyof the visitors remarked on my sermons. Most weresermon. | suggest that the man of God pray for the sermon
complimentary, but once in a while, | was skewered for tle all its facets: that &d will lead him to the subject, show
sermonds | ength or c¢ont enhimpgerinent scaptutes lmugige loim comcerrink the h e r e «
feedback was always helpful, whether | agreed with it or illustrations all around throughout the day, guide him in the
not. word study and the actual construction, and bless in the

My hunch is the first fedback most pastors get  assimilation of the Word in his own heart andlséle will
from the congregation about their preaching is when theypray for the delivery of the sermon and pray during the
are terminated and hear cutting remarks concerning theirehearsing of the preaching.

inabilities from the pulpit. On Saturday night, he will hand it all off to the
Lord and quit obsessing over the sermon. But he will rise
V. Stay in the Word early on Sunday morning and head to the churcinshou

before anyone else. There he will go over the sermon once
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or twice more, praying over each aspect, and he will pray In the old days, the pastor subscribed to tapes from
for the people who will be gathering to worship. Then, well-known preachers. These days, he can go online to
when they begin arriving, he will get out of the office andthousands of churches and, with a fewkdiof the mouse,
greet them. He will 8ten and comfort and counsel and prdyear every sermon their preachers have delivered for years.

and hug. He will laugh and meet new friendsandlearn | t 6 s a wonder f ul age with ¢tr
names. And when he stands to preach, he willdoso  well to take advantage of the opportunity it presents.
confidently, knowing that the Lord has spoken to him | particularly recommend that pastors listen to

during the week. He might even find himself praying as sermons fronministers they do not know and may not
Jesusli d bef or e rFathes lithark you that aagraeswjth dictrinally. They will get a new perspective and
you heard mewhenlpraygd ( John 1 1: 4 1)mightlearnsomething. And, even if they are bored out of
their heads by what that preacher does or does not do, even

VII. Get into the Homes of Your People and Get to that will be instructive for him.
Know Them Needwe say that we are not talking about

George W. Truett wused proe asalyi ndg et tpatstpasHtsor 6 s serr
diagnostic ministr§ his weekday visitationinhoméss t he Lor doés wor k or anywhere
what enables him to stand in the pulpiton Sundayandhand gr eat il l ustration or insi
out prescriptions. but he must look to the Lord for the mages God will

The pastor who preaches boring sermons is failing a v e  h i mnl amp aga&irstchle propfiets who steal
to connect with his people concerning the matters they dealrds from one anothéer ( Jer emi ah 23: 30)
with every day. The best remedy for that is to go see them,
talk with them, listen to them, get to know them. And must. Once in a While, Do Your Sermon Preparation in a
we say that this is not about golfing or going fishing with Bublic Place
couple of your buddies. No one is against that, but that Lest someone misunderstand, | am not suggesting
should be for relaxation and only rarely turns out to be you carry your study materials@ notebooks and laptops
ministry. into the food court at the local mall. A simple notepad will

be sufficient. By this point, you will have done a good bit of

VIII. Befriend No n-Christians and Listen to Them preparation on the sermon. What you are doing in the food

Nothing will shake a preacher out of his lethargy courd a crowded one if possil@eis holding your ressage
like his neighbor standing on the front lawn and cursing up and trying it on for size with the people around you.
him out for the way his trees shed on his driveway, or Sit quietly and observe the cluster of teenagers at
learning that a homosexual man he knows has just beenthe next table, that young family with the ttied baby, the
fired from his job as a car salesman when the boss learnell gentlemen who are waiting for their wives, the harried
about him, or listening to a family member taunt him for Hisod-workers behid the counters, and the bus boy clearing
simplemi nded faith (1 6ve expawaythkenablesdAskaybutselfsdvarabgréstions. What

But the pastor can do better than this by seeking would these people think of the subject you are preaching?
unchurched people and outright unbeliavi@ his city in How would the points of that sermon connect with them?
order to hear from them. The simplest way is to ask the What do the teens and young families and resireeed to
Lord to open your eyes. ThearyrémGod an this sulbjectd idow avill the illustrations

In my city, Greg Hand pastors a church one blockyou have planned go over?
off Bourbon Street. He sees more unbelievers in a day than James Taylor, our preaching professor when | came
most pastors encounter in aayelf | were a pastor, Greg through seminary a long time ago, used to say the worst
would be one of my resources. | would ask to accompanpr eachi ng type was the &ind
him one day as he makes his rounds among the shopsanchange it up occasionally, o
restaurants, the dives and joints, the streets and the variety. They will appreciate your being fresh in your
sidewalks and alleys of the French Quarter. And lwoulda ppr oach. 6 NoO 0 noroee héresatany gge st
listen rated that the preacher cater to the entertainment cravings

Pastors tend to live in an artificial world populated f t odayés generati on.
by people who love them and believe they speak for God. It We are nbencouraging pastors to put on shows or
can be a heady experience and lead to a multitude of abbsieg) in celebrities or relegate preaching to a minor aspect
unless they balance it with voices from those who do notof the worship service in order to keep the slatiention
think they hung the mooand will say so in a New York  span of the audience. A certain number of people in every

minute. congregation will be bored by thers®n for the simple
reason that they are ndhe i nt
IX. Listen to at Least One Sermon from another natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God,

Preacher Every Week for they are foolishness to him; neither can he understand
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them, for they are spiritually appraisedL Corinthans

2:14). Joe McKeever is eetiredSouthern Baptist Pastor
We are talking about keeping the preaching of the from New Orleans, Louisiana. He writes regularly at

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ fresh and true and relevant www.joemckeever.com.

and powerful. Wedre talking about not getting in the

the Holy Spirit.

Points to Ponded by David L. Olford
Evidences of aSurrendered Life

Text: Ndvertheless we have not used this gght ( 1  €htrusted steward, his payment was doing what he was
9: 1But f have used ondrie Cwméallet tb dosaad ta offdr thepspeaifreely was his
9 : 1 bhave méide myself aservanttcéad (1 Cofir ewar d. 0O
9:19)rui tHugdttkds dli seci@pPli ne my body
Cor. 9:2627). The Choice to Be a Servant to All (vv. 123)

What an expression of commitment to the Lord and
Thought: In 1 Corinthians 9, Paul speaks of his own to the Gospel! ThépostlePaul did not want to be an
apostleshipand ministry. He seems to be using himself araffense or a hindrance to the hearing and the receiving of
his own ministry as an example here, while also defendingh e Gospel . Behind this fimis
his apostleshipand ministry practice. Thus, in our text, wewillingness to put others before himself. When it came to
read the words of a man totally committed to His Lord ancultural patterns or preferences of conscience, Paul was
totally committed to the work God has called him to do. willing to submit himself to the concerns of others,
Theapostlereveals his total surrender to His Lordandthea | t hough h e law®wardChridtedor Atnhde nfa

Gospelin this fascinating section df Corinthians. no mistake about it, the differences between the various
groups that Paul mentions were no less a challenge in
The Choice Not to Use Legitimate Rights (vv.-18) Paul 6s day as they are today

Inverses11 8 we read of Paul 6s Webveisaddaywobasensitivity to different cultures,
decision and commitment not to use his rights. The issudraditions, belief8 and the reaction against this context.
that Paul is referring to is the right to receive material ~ Notice thatthis is a definite decision for Palllespite the
benefit from the Corinthias since he ministered spirituallyfreedom to be who God made him to be, Paul made specific

to them. choices and decisions thavolved serving others. Why?

Now, what claims did thApostlePaul havetothis Thi s i s a deci sion for the (
right that he did not use? Paul actually presents an a servant of the Gospel (Rom. 4t%) so he served all
incredible argument for why he could have received sompeople in the Gospel.
kind of payment or remuneration for l@®spelpreaching At the same time, we need to remember that for
ministry: his apostleshép his Godgiven position (vv. 12), Paul, being a servant of the Gospel Wessame as being a
the practice of others (w:@ 12), commonsenseand ser vant of Chri st. I dondt v
practice (v. 7), Old Testament principles and currenttemplee ci si on on Paul 6s part was
practices(w.8 3) , and t he L or doé smisdionariescHe iscsingitmaselfds ah example i p context

Butnotc e nevestheess i n (1 DY amhate he ik teyingito encourage holy choices that lead to
in verse (15). Paul chose not to use this right. WHyfa edification. As believers, we are to live in such a way that
order not to hindWaenduee Gwepedbndf I€hGodpelar the sfitual@mwetpoé |
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the  others. We are to serve one another in the Lord within the
gospel of Chrisi (v 2) In tr@eJ notd make full use of church family and in the context of mission in the world.
his authority in the Gospel (v. 18). He had the right, but he

did not want to abuse it or use it wrongly! The Choice to Discipine Oneself (vv.24-27)
Why do you think he was so passionate about this? The reference and imagery here is of the athlete.
People were misreading this practice for weaknessand ¢k ar e very familiar with ¢t}

of aut h o rarktayd.the Binigirypo$ thevcospel of discussion here. Only one receives first prize in the race.
Christ were being challenged. Paul had strong convictionBherefore, you run to win. This calls for setintrol on the
about this matter, especially in the face of the immaturitypart of the athletes. And this is done for a perishable crown
and carnality of these Corinthians who were not putting (wreath), but Christian runners run for an imperishable
others before themselves. Paul states sittialyyas an crown.
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Then Paul personalizes it. His running or fighting isse His rights (Ril. 2:6-7a);He chose to be a servant (Phil.
done in a purposeful definite way. He disciplines himself 2:7b-8a); He chose to be obedient (Phil. 28&Y).
(his body) in ordenot to be disqualified. The implication So, let the Lord apply these challenges to our
here is that anything that would hinder the successful  heartsis there a personal right or privilege that | need to
completion of the race (ministry) should be eliminated. Tisicrifice for the sake of Christ and His wod® | willing
involves daily training, discipline and ultimately personal to be a servant in some way or measure that | have not been
obedience. willing to be in the past? Is there someone | must serve and
Paul doesnéitd ogsi vaen da dloins@vedadn unwilling to do so even for the sake of Christ
The deciding factor is not a specific list, it is the passion famd His work2s there some discipline or s@éntrol that |
faithfulness and obedience that motivates the individual tmustexercise (by the power of the Holy Spirit) to remove
be selfcontrolled and disciplined in order to win race andsomething from my life that could hinder the work of Christ
receive the priz& whatever it takes. or to add something to my life that could advance the work
What abotius? Here, in the words of thpostle of Christ in and through my life?
we see evidences of a surrendered life. These are not vague
matters of surrender. These are specificlifmissues that Thrust: Surrender to the Lord by the power oétHoly

we all face in the LordbésSpamitytoiNeymastwber il &¢ hgc
up our rights. We must be witlj to serve others. We mustfollowed Christ.
be wil |l i ng odttoostrivie foudaily ebediencé. n 0

Let me remind you of some beautiful and David L. Olford teaches expository preaching at Union
chall enging words found el sewhlenriev eirns i RRayudl s6 sS twerpi htei nn gGsl
concerning Our Lord: Philippians 28.. Jesus chose not to Tennessee.

The Story Behind the Son@ by Lindsay Terry

The Contrast of Our Savior
Song:fAbove Allo

fiTherefore also God highly exalted Him, and Lenny went on to a very successful career in pop
bestowed on Him the namnich is above every name music, at first as a studio musician on recordings for some
(Phil. 2:9).ASurely our griefs He Himself bore, and our  of the most wilely known singers of our day. éBlanc
sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him confessed, AMy career was my
stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But He was piercethe gift God had given me, even to the point of leaving my
through for our transgressions, He was crushed forour f ami | 'y behi nd. 0
iniquities; the chastening for our wdiking fell upon Him, He al so relates, Al was
and by His scourging we are heal@sgl. 53:45). was | looking or searching for God, lugood friend, a

This is the story of the writing of one ofthemost dr ug s muggl er, call ed me |
moving and thought provoking worship songsexfent got saved and I 6m going to
years As you will see, it has not only touched the livesofwant you to be there with m
Christians around the globe, its message has been hear@dlBible and for the next few weeks God began to reveal His
some ofthe most powerful people in the world today. It wésve to me. | began to realize how shallow and selfish my
written by two ofA me r i most @lented and widely usedlife was and there in my home | cried out to Jesus for mercy
worship leaders and sgwriters. and forgiveness. | could have continued in the field of pop

Lenny LeBl anc said of rhusig butlaendedithat God had somiethingodéferemtrioe
involved in music quite by accident. One day | was visitingeo
in a friendds ho.nraedsevaralofthe mi n PaukBalpcheMewpsaCatholicin his hometown
young people there were playing instruments. They askedf Maple Shade, New Jersey, in the Philadelphia area. He
me if | would sing vith them. | agreed to do so, and after degan to play in bands that performed in unsavory paces
few songs theyesaiydgoodo dintheadussdffpiladdighid and Atlantic City. He became
60l 6dofhey then asked i f | caughtulpdnthe rockgiusie scene. What leappenedsexa t
show to be held at the school. | was surprised with their unusual.
invitation, but agreed to particigatWhile we were singing Paultoldmeidl At ei ghteen years
in the contest | was so timid | turned my back toward theone of the weekend Amway conferences where they tell
audi ence. But, we won nonyotloetogrewsyouobusiness. Sunday morning was an

optional part of the weekend, so | decided to attend a

at
r
€
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nondenominational service,@acting to pick up some flfAbove all powers, above all Kings,

pointers on how to become successful in this business. The Above all nations and all created things,

same guys were up giving testimonies of their faith in Above all wisdom and all theways of man,

Christ who had been speaking in the meetings the day You were here before the world began.

before. They told us, O0I1tds movealbkingdants, abogerakkthironesi t 6 s a b«

J e s uhey. tddd afout how their lives had been changed. | Above all wonders the world has ever known;

was really affected by it all. They even had a worship band Above all wealth and treasures of the earth,

tha | really liked. Thereds no way to measur
iwhen they gave an altar cteahhyo sdlavadnyusvho wanted

to receive Christ, | went forward and asked the Lord to fiCrucified, and laid behind a stone;

come into my lifeand He totally changed me. | started You lived to die rejected and alone,

going to an Assembly of God church and became a part of Like a rose, trampled on the ground,

the music ministry.o You took the fall, and thought of me,
In 1991, several years after Paul and Lenny had Above all!o

become experienced and wkown songwriters and Lenny continued, AThe ve

worship leaders, Lenny invited Paul to aoto his home in changes, and the chorus | had written seaimditl
Muscle Shoals, Alabama, to help with the music writing gberfectly. Each time we sang the chorus Paul and | began to
a project soon to be recorded. They began to share ideasveep. It was difficult to get through it, even once. | said to
that each had started. Paul sang for Lenny the verseof@ aul , O0Thi s is going to be ¢
song that he had started, and had actually sung to the pdoplee w i n my h e ar tThdasbngtoday has wo L
of his church in Texas, using several different choruses. become pd of the worshipf millions of Christiansaround
But, he was not happy with any of the choruses he had the world.
written. Both Lenny and Paul continue to write and record
Before retiring for t hsengs teaghhworsHipesemingrs, and lieadl greafickowds ink e
your verse and | think | will try to come up with a suitablepraiseto the Lord around the worl¥.et, the ministry that
chorus f or net,. i Elaern nyy tthoel shemgtb bemaryrnear amdydeo each of their hearts is that
while Paul was still sleeping in his room, | slipped out to of being the worship leader in a local chu¥chaul in
my studio and God gave me the lyric and the melody for tlmdale, Texas and Lenny in Florence, Alabama.
finishing of the song. When Paul got up he and | wrote Reflection: Only when we get to heaven will we be
another new song and worked on a few other thingg®ef able to understand the suffering of our Lord when He paid,
anything was said about the endeavor discussed the niglain our behi, a debtHe did not owe, because we owed a
before. o debt we could not pay. What a wonderful Savior!
AiAfter |l unch | shared with him my ideas for the
chorus. He almost fell out of his chair, because it was so Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40
different from what he thought it would be. When you hear years, and has written widely on the background of great
the verse it wouldeem that a writer would expound on ~ hymns and worship songs including the bob&suld Sing
Christds majesty, might an ofowlkoeerForevef20a8), andrhe Haerifice df rdiset o
i mmedi ately into His crucifixion.o (2002).
Paul 6s verse began:

Living out the Living Word & by Justin Lonas

Suffering Rightly: Christ Is Our Example
1 Peter2:11-25

Part six of an expositional series on 1 Peter. of the responsibility of bel
righteous living (1:12 2) f ol | ows hi s des
As we have seen bef or eworktinbkatvation(le3ile sharng tRae durdivedshoultl i r s
epistle is an encouragement of persecuted believers andraftect the gift bestowed on @&swve should strive after
appeal for them tbve in righteousness in the face of that holiness lecause we have been bought by a holy God. The
persecution. The | att er haektfan exliortaton o pphgdor thetSariptures €yiffowwss e n t
clearest statement of his main theme in the book. from a reminder of the power of the word from Isaiah 40
The book has, up to this pojuteveloped a cadencg1:232 5 ) . He continues with a
between exposition of the wonders of God andestions plan for His people (2:40) which leads us to his
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description of how thi s fauthbrity overaid or whanowe fiont the I&ws ovegy disdgree
priesthoodod shoul d c¢ omp o r withtour attitusles semdeas/ery mxedt message to theswendt
reality (2:1125). Ihver se 16, Pet erActiasdrkel s h
At the outset of this section, Peter again refers tomen, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil,
hi s r ealdnsangstrangetsi ( as i n 1:bufuse itasgpandstavesiad Godg P a u | devotes
the wordp a r e p iaddlddimgaroikos both words  to this in his letters, especially Romans 6 and 1 Corinthians
used to describe resident foreigr@ete emphasize that 8-12, but again, Petes guite succiné he either has taught
though their residence was on earth, their citizenship wasisireaders in more detail about this previously or assumes
heaven. Bearing their poos ihdtaremndér will soffica ibcaush a thair magtwity ast h e 1
abstain from fleshly lustshich wage war against the squbbelievers. In both PeteandPaul 6 s wr i ti ngs,
a n d keepjtheif| behavior excellent among the Gentilesto use our freedom to pursue the higfhend best road of
so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoersighteousness, never as an excuse to shirk responsibility and
they may because of your good deeds, as they observe #egage in activities that bring shame to the Lord. In context,

glorify God in the day of visitatign ( -22).1 1 this fits with the previous directive to submit to the

In the midst of this exhortation, he introduces a newthoritie® in Christ, we are under His authority, andt o
motivation for righteous living for the benefit of the treatment of the earthly authorities He has placed over us
unsavedto see God glorified. This idea is not unique to should reflect our true allegiance. We are free to be the best
Peter; he seems to be echoingzdesusiddteachhbgr of wdact ¢
5:13-16, with added empheson living righteously amid  earth.
persecution and slander. These parallel passages send a Peter further extends our submission for authority
cl ear message that | i vi ngtoespecbfoodihneg st.o Heh ewrLidormsdlst hpart e

can bring Him double honor by drawing unbelievers, evepeople, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor theding( v .
those who violently oppose the faith, to Christ as they 17). This short list leaves no one out of the scope of the
observe Christiansd respo@besstioanbei estheempnbut Ait i f
reproach augments the truth of the Gospel we proclaim, actions he commands. We ard td6 mme@ning to prize or
preaching a living message to a watching world. Becaus¢oofalue, mankind in general and the lngs fellow

that witness, when God calls to them (a likely interpretatibomans created 3o d 6 s i mage, they ar
of dayefvigationo) , t hey wil |l r easdphonordWesstmodia gpar [gavespartictlarlg a deep,
name. selfless love), however, our fellow believ@raie owe to

Verses1l2 0 fl ow from Pet e rthe family of Gadarcallegiandbatgoss far leyond the
gives examples of the type of godly behavmwhichhe general goodwill toward mankind. We areplw b ¢t
calls his readers. He urges his readers to submit to humdaear or reverence) the LaydHis power is the impetus and
authorities (vv. 13L5), to exercise thespiritual freedom  enabler for our dealings with all men and our first loyalty.
wisely (v. 16), to honor all men (v. 17), tobe good servarkse t er al so singl es baut ser ve
(v. 18), and to pati ent | ysubnmsdietogousmastersavithialhrgspebto e vi@ber it © t
(vv. 19-20). who are unreasabled ( \0.giveh 8HhHat we know of

His first instruction, deference to the government,dsnditions for servants and slaves in the first century, this is
particularly prescient to the contemporarg$tern Church a high calling, and one that we should call to mind
that is often quite politically active. Peter deftly explains thwnenever we are tempted to grumble against those who
purpose of government authorities (though not explicitly oversee our work.
reminding us that their authority comes from God as Paul Why should we live this way (ad# from the more
does in Rom. 13:1) and urges his readers to live withintthans uf f i ci ent FfAbecause God s
law of t he | and siternce thengndrande bf@y mih@htw nf av e d ofljnds faBewdtla us e t
foolish men o Goddd particularly when we respond to persecution with

This was written t o t hdignitganthgraee There igrfothirg spedal, Peter says, | fi
emperoro (Nero) who had n aboutpmtestenurimghuat puishenenefor sirt, fout God isl s t
authorities. How much more, then, should those of uswhpr e at | y h campersorebgarswp inaer sbrrows
live in democacies with laws that, on balance, strive to when sufferingunjusly (v. 19) . Ther e i
preserve justice and freedom live at peace with the there is great honor) in being persecuted for your faith, but
authorities? | do not believe that Christians should abstaitio not give persecutors reasorptmish you because of sin
from all political activityd a large part of submitting to the (v. 20).
authorities in a democratic sociesyvoting and otherwise There is one man who perfectly modeled this
participating in the political process. However, when we lifestyle for us, patiently suffering the most vile treatment
publicly dishonor and show lack of respect for those in  man could offed the Godman Christ Jesus. Peter writes,

fiFor you have been called for this purpose, since Christ

c
C
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also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your gouls( v v .
follow in His steps, 6Who?2425).mHeis wotthy tb benfalowsd not just because of &lis ¢
deceit found in His mout hactonsabutbecaubeiHis actiomewene gndertakeniinithe d ,
not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threatspower of God to break the power of sin and redeem us. It is
but kept entrusting iself to Him who judges righteougly only in Him and by His power that we are able to keep from
(vv. 21-23). straying and attain to His calling for us.

In quoting from Isaiah 53, he reminds his readers As is the case throughou
that their persecution was foreshadowed in the suffering dbes not issue empty commands or give us a list of actions
Christ, who gave His life voluntarily and went to His crosso follow for the sake of moralify the callto righteousness
with the poise that comes from $ting wholly in the he conveys is firmly grounded in what God has done for us
Fat hero6s plan. This same #trough Ghrsithe avioraimcdrrying oetHid etamngl planu r
and demands to those who wwamdmdntihtone some2000wysarsagn,rHe s llecome 1
sake, is the calling of every believer, a theme which Petesllso our ultimate role model. Once we have been redeemed,
revisits frequently for the remainder of the book. following Christ is our call, but as Peter so directly reminds

Christis so much more than just a good example,us, it is a call to suffering before it is a call to glory.
however. P e Heshimseadf bonetourr gins @ $lis i
body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to Justin Lonas is the editor Biisciple Magazine
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. For you
were continuously straying like shedpit now you have

Church Buildersd by Bernard R. DeRemer

The Apostle of FollowUp: Dawson Trotman

It was a lovely summer day in 1956 and the yound i s c i pTratnsam foupdedThe Navigators in 1933.
people at Schroon Lake, N.Y., were enjoying a full rangeHit plan included memorizing Scripture for the discipline
recreational activities. Suddenly a cry wendupgirl had  of godliness and the preparation for personal witness. He
fallen into the water from a speed boat. Dawson Trotmarbegan with naval personnel in southern California, but
dived in and managed to hold farove the water until expanded his ministry to college and uniitgreampuses
rescuers reached her. But he sank into the depths, endingaéionwide. Eventually, a training center at Glen Eyrie in
remarkable life and career. Thaptionof TimeMa g a z i @o&ddo Springs, Colo., was founded.
obituary read, AAl ways hol di mhe centeahiccus ofd helNavigaiors was

Trotman was born in 1906 at Bisbee, Ariz., so frailliscipleshi@ the training in the Scriptures and spiritual
that life was atsuggle. His parents divorced, but he showeisciplines thatarty believers from conversioto a more
a deep interest in spiritual things from an early age, mature walk with Christ. Trotman rightly recognized the
becoming active in Christian Endeavor Society meetingsvital importance of this process to the propagation of the
After graduating from high school, however, he turned Gospel message, as new believers needed training to grow
away from that | i f glfetofythee into evangelists and ditcipteakeps thentsglviesn His legacy
roaring 1920s. 0 lives on inthe ongoing work of The Navigators and in the

Then, after a harrowing experience of saving a follow-up programs incorporated into the evangelistic
friend from drowning in a mountain lake, Trotman made &rusades of Billy Graham and others because of his
firm commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. Earlier, he hadnfluence.
memorizedScr i pt ur e; now he was t ol oedsatya b ITihseh Niaav i pgdatttoerrsnd osf
evanglism and followup that has been used or imitated hyationalities workin more than 100 countries to multiply
nearly all evangelistic parachurch agencies and many laborers for Christ. Trotman was widely used by God to
churches in Americao f or imfluenge otieesénanihistsy,.including Campus Crusade for

Trotman joined the Fi sChest Yoeng bife, MiSdion AviatiomFelpwship p
dedicated to publicly witnessing for Christ. Twice he Operation Mobilization, the International Mission Bobaf
enrolledn Chri stian col | eges iheSoltlyernBaptiswOortvéniion, and Wjckife Bibles e o f
the urgency he felt for continuing the ministry in which heTranslators. These last two are the largest missionary
was already engaged. o organizations in the world.

In 1932, he married Lila Clayton and they labored This AApostupeodoofvhbBowhewhb
together, Ausing their homepmasesdacegnplkanhBléssedvardlithep s 8 p ¢



Pagel3
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 10, 5/24/2010f Printer-Friendly Version

deadwhodien t he Lordéand t hed r capecity&ss votuateerfcontributmm@scipla dentives in
(Rev. 1413). West Liberty, Ohio.

Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozend0é f er enc e : A Daws More Than Mar k
heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing @onquerors Excerpts used by permission of Moody
Pulpit Helps Magazine. He continues to serve in tRisblishers.

(

Couns el ordooby Jaies RudeGray

How Do You Talk to Yourself?

Edi t or Rusly wasuhable to provide a position in ChristWe ardoved,accepted, and forgiven
column this month, s 0 we 0 based dneHis merig noi ooi/eocantcloese ta betiekiei thate s
bring you this installment from the January 2000 issue oftruth and allow it to influence our feelings or we can allow
Pulpit Helps Thank you. our toxic thoughts and misbeliefs to enslave us to defeat

and emotional distress.

Every person engages in what has been called self A common misbelief many pelephave is that they
talk. These are the words, thouglasd images with which must be in control of everything. The Bible says God is
we tell ourselves about everything. What we tell ourselvesovereign. He is in control of everything. If God is in
determines how we think, feel, and act to a large degree control, we are not. We can be faithful, but we cannot be

Jesus saidjYou shall know the truth, and the truthsovereign. To accept His control is to be ableesi r
shall make you frég(John 8:32). Real freedom is not We couldbelieve, as many people do, that
simply ddng whatever we please but having the power arderyone we meet should like us. The truth is they@von
will to do what is right. But, how do we know what is right4ot everyone liked Jesus. If we carefully read J&stas/er
God Word is our standard. D. L. Moody once suggesteih John 17, we can get some insight into what we might call
that arguing about how crooked a stick was would our Lords selftalk. What comforted Jesusa s Hi s F a
accomplish nothing. However, if we lay ik&ide somethingtruth, not His circumstances.
we know is straight, then we can determine how crooked it Happiness cannot be found by striving to find it. It
is. is experienced as a{pyoduct of right or good happenings.

We tell ourselves many different things. Are they Joy, however, comes from God, feels as good as or better
true? Sometimes Christians can develop toyie beliefs than happiness, and is based on &&girit, not what
that do not square with Scripture. Instead of telling happens to us. You can feel lonely and yet not grow
ourselves thertith, we tell ourselves something else. Thegtiscouraged or disheartened. @odhild is never alone.
unbiblical thoughts are like that crooked stickavi+ Jesus saidil will never desert you, nor will | ever forsake
crooked is it? We will knowvhen we allow Scripture to be yow (Heb. 13:5).
our guide. Examine how you talk to yourself. Take those

What do you tell yourself? A good exercise wouldbeliefs, words, and ideas that bind and bother you and
be to consciously take notes on ydusughts, especially  challenge them with Gdd Truth. Choose to believe and
the negative or unscriptural thoughts you have. Examineobey the truth. As you keep doing this, you will find more
and even write down the messages you send yourself. Thad more freedom for living and less emotional distress in
take those thoughts captive by choosing to believe and difeythat distracts you from flyl obeying the Lord.

God Word.

For example, you may feel unworthy and tell James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by
yoursdf that you cannot do a certain job or that youdon the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a
deserve good things in your life. However, the great member of the American Associati of Christian
doctrine of justification (our legal position or standing Counselors. He serves as the pastodtta Bapist
before God) declares that we are rightdo@sause of our Church in Seneca, S.C.
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Book Review

Reaching and Teaching: A Call to Great CommissiofiTeaching them to obey all that | commandedyou Si | | s
ObedienceM. David Sills,2010, Moody Publishers, calls to task those who promote speed sutistance in

Chicago, ISBN 9780802450296, 227 pages, $16.99reaching the nations, arguing that we cannot (and should
softcover not) rush to check people groups off the list for the goal of

speeding Christbds return. H e
these words of Chritghingans a ¢
g{'ghtgousnesﬁs (2 Ti_m. 3:16) _is j us

issipnary tpsg S e\(a%gellsm and church planting, and that
Its omission constitutes a failure to fully obey the Lord.

Christian missions in the last 5% years has
shifted into overdrive. Since missionaries and missiologi
first beganmnllthematibnez Chhg i sha

in Matthew 28:19ganta ta ethnén Greek) had a much Reachinadd this short ina b ki
broader meaning than simply the geopolitical entities we eachingaddresses this shortcoming by making a
cal and practical case for tHegical training and

call countries, the drive to send messengers of the GOSng%ying the example of thpostieP a u | 65 mi ni st

ﬁ:’ : ghuuczia%hﬁgvﬁg%?e%;%%pl g\?etlge globe has expand%oes on to look at the nudsidbolts application of training,

While this explosion of activity has clearlv been asuch as who should teach (missionaries, nationals, or both),
Godordained, Spir'rlgd movement, iléleaching ar¥d what should be taught, techniques/methods, oralitg,

TeachingM. David Sillsst ands up to s ac;‘?”,te’“m'%ﬁ“ In\'/v downo t o i

the missionary establishment tl 'f?PeF’@ﬁ”]ﬁ‘%ei%‘g?@% aft t ent

the full scope of Chsit 6 s mandate f or aLg'ﬁ nsne%r ' %“?1 , (regz_?rqlnp Q_e scope of
abandonment of theological training by mission agencies),

former missionary in Ecuador and current professor of . . . . . .
Christian missions and cultural anthropology at SouthernhIS overall premise 15 quite s_ound ar_ld ripe for Instructing
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., points oui odayo0s Qdneaf ms_rbook I3 defnzmtely_one of

that the fastrack approach to world evangadtion often encouragement and exhortatieather than a tearing down

ouerioos a ey comporen of the missonay calthts o[ 1S PN U2l e vneone sobeel s
biblically mandated and was historically integrated into y Y

mission enterprisé@sthe theological training of national not pull any punches at a m|SS|oIc_)g|caI level. His th.e”.‘es
believers. need to be encountered and applied by pastors, missions

Sills looks at the state of some of the people grou %mnittees, missionaries, and sending agencies to their

whoha# e been fireachedo and | HH§t { hrSIS %HH%F“?‘WB’W%?@"UQQPQ‘
are falling into heresy, syncretism, and cults because of fre-ape your list'of musead ministry books for 2010.
lack of adequate training in Scripture and biblical
application. He reports that the consistent response to hi
guestion for Whaits oynadr | graaeaetr es Aneed?0
i sMorét r ai ned pastors. o Targgt. ’@/MSS'Ona”eS

The foundation of the Ty%ejowsé'oéogyarrgudméant is the
second part of the Great Commission in Matthew 18:20a, ake: Highly'Recomntende

gustin Lonas

News Update

Three Samaritant Purse Workers Missing in il have visited Darfur s

Darfur, Sudan themo s t di fficult pl aces in t
DeMoss News reports t hfertheprayarsdrem pseplgareundithg wasldfor p guicks e

employees have been abducted in Sudan. resolution and the safe ret.:
The team, comprised of two Sudanese menandénté @ f f , 0 sai d Franklin Grahar

36-yearold American woman from California, was Samaritanos Purse.

traveling in a twevehicle convoy when they were stopped Religion Today 8mmaries

by a group ofirmed men 25 miles southwest of Nyala in

Sudanoés Darfur regi on ear IngianMissianaries Cak It aefifriviegeo toSuffiera r i t
Purse is working with U.S. and Sudanese government The Christian Posteports that Bible college

officials to secure the safe return of its staff. students in India are calling the recent attack on their school
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a Aprivilege.d Seven studkeotmawewei seenowstygi hgopur kedt

attackers brandishing skig, iron rods and fluorescent lightwith directives of Campus Security staff ireth f ut ur e o

tubes broke into the schowibbk Ganéstlketian ocHougite gondictes r e
AThrough this situat i othehearingssa whiclketde stwderastwere deried Bgab | e

means when it says, 0Bl es egabentatiore ant Wwas thesolevdeasiakeuifi thee r f or
Christ, 60 said Hemant.i K a gulityvargict. who was struck i n t he
stomachwitan i ron rod. AThi s oppofsWe iarne wigaosi ntgh et o ecshtalolfen

f

my faith to march forward and to share the Gospel. TheyAlannaCamp bel | , CPL Presi dent .

my stomach with an iron rod and | was injured, but I am single University bylaw or regulation and so we will

grateful to the Lord Jesus who kept me safe to be a witnelefend ourselves accordinghe will also not cease

for Him.?o exercising our rights to fre
Another student, SunRat t anayap, dheeatdnjnguslFod raat her b eipledypgisen | e

moment | was shocked about why this was happeningtot han graduate a coward. 0

me. Then | understood that the time had come for me to Last month, after having set up the GAP (Genocide
glorify His name. 0 Thr ee Awanenkss®rmjsct) @iifeeispay on tampus ferthe ninghr i 1
hospital with broken bones. time since 2006, members of the group were notified that

Religion Today Summaries hey wer e being char gmreddr wi t}
Section 4.10 of t he -Adadémicer s i
Haiti: M ore Than 1 Million Still Homeless Mi sconduct Policy. The citec

Food for the Poor reports that more than 1 millioni f ai | ur e t o comply with a Ce
people in Haiti are stillUniomefessyfolfoowialg Uanuaglt
crippling earthquake. Thousands of people are still livingwhen asked to turn theiigsis inward or leave campus.
tent cities outside of Peau-Prince and other areasespite LifeSiteNews
the coming of the rainy season.

il dondt have a house.IndiaUngadte End dCulureati@mpuhitgo st ay . |
have nothing, o0 said EIl na, 40 ChrigtianoSolidaeitwwdrldwitie (ESW) releagedti e n
dry palm I eaves for a r oo briefingiob Erioes highlghtifigahd patteen oficommenalme
to drink water out of. 0 violence against Christians in India.

During rainstorms, Elmand Isna get drenched if CSW urged that I ndiads ¢
they candét run beneat h s oreedleemsirsttadikiers and petpératggsoh g t ar
fiwe just stand here in t heommunal violetce dxpett ® besbeoight to jubtibevThen i f

t

insects come in here and bite us, we have no place elsetor i ef i ng, f C oGhrstian \ddlence amd theA n t i
go, so we have to sit herepeawdd ta&kesés.oOon t heleneefint er me
Religion TodaySummariesOr i ssa in 2008, and the fArec
Christians concentrated in six other states, typically in the
University Finds Students Guilty over ProLife form of welktargeted mob violence.
Display The briefing also calls for the repeal of anti

Ei ght members of t he Udnvarson lgws injorceit fiveGtatesy saythpycre
(Alberta) prolife club, Campus Prhife (CPL), have been unnecessary, contrary to international law and have a
found guilty after closedoor hearings late last month oveflamaging effect on religious minorities. Additionally, the

their presentation of a @iife display on campus, saysthepenal i zati on of Dalits ( memk

group. caste) who change their religion should also be redressed.
The Universityosprogstt i ng associ at e vReligon TodaySummaries

Meghan Houghton, told the students that she was i ssui

Sermon Help® from www.sermonhall.com

Sermon Outlines C. TheCommunicating heart (Ps. 19:14).

Godds Power to Change Us Il. He Changes the Habits.

Ezekiel 36:26 A. Obedience to Ten Commandments (Ex)20

I. He Changes thEeart. B. Obedience to Sermon on the Mount (Mat)5
A. TheContaminated heart (Matt. 15:19). C. Obedience to the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:23).

B. TheCleansed heart (Ps. 51:10). Ill. He Changes the Home.
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A. Love in the home (1 Cor. 13). Layers of Self
B. Literature in the home (2 Tim. 2:15). fiMan is like an onionlayer after layer, and each a
C. Learning in the home (P$43:10). layer of self in some form. Strip off seifjhteousness and

Croft M. Pentz you will come to selrust. Get beneath this and you will
come to selseeking and seffleasing. Even when we think

No Roots, No Fruits these are abandoned, selfl betrays its presence. When
John 15:8 this is stripped off, we come to seléfense, just as the
I. Fruit Requires Roots. Corinthians dié the word of tle puffed u@ and last of all,

A. The root is a principle structure (Matt. 185  self-glory. When this seems to be abandoned, the heart of
B. To destroy théree, start with the roo{®latthew the human onion discloses pride that boasts of being truly
3:10; Mark 11:20). humbleod

C. The depth of the root determines the height and A.T. Pierson
breadth of growtl{Matt. 13:56).

D. The location of the root determines theatth of Bulletin Inserts

the treg(dn. 15:45; Eph. 3:17Ps. 1:3; Jer. 17:8). On Christian Behavior

E. Plant your roots in the local church. Goodness consists not in the outward thingslayeout in
II. Fruit Requires Time. the inward thing we are.
A. What is fruit? (Gal. 5:2223). Edwin Hubbell Chapin
B. The life cycle is determined and governed by
laws of naturédNum. 17:8). If you find a man that has very high thoughts of himself he
1. Budding will have very low thoughts of God.
2. Blossoming S . .
3. Yielding Chrl_stlanltylsnﬁ worth the snap of a finger if doesii
ConclusionfiEvery branch in me that beareth not fruit he Straighten out character. _
taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he These tworfom Dwight L.Moody

purgeth it, that it may bring forth morefréit ( John 15: 2) _
Luther A. Sexton Christians are the only product where the content improves

while the package is deteriorating. And when the expiration
Sermon lllustrations date arrives it is at its best. Then the Maker recalls it and

Ecclesiastical Quarreb takes it on to something far better.

A gentleman who was in the company with the late
John Newton of Londolamented the violent disputes that
often took place among Christians respecting the non
essentials of Christianity, and particularly church
government. : . _

AMany,d he saidfseem to giveheir chief attention Mature believers should use their strength to undergird, not

: . . overpower.

to such topics, and take more pleasure in talking on these
disputable points than on spiritual religion, the love of  ge mtientwith the faults of othersfter all, they have to
Christ, and the privileges of His peogle be patient with yours.

fSir,0 said the venerable old maitid you ever see These three via th@ld Union Reminder
a whaleship? | antold that when the fish is struck with the
harpoon, and feels the smart of the wound, it sometimesChurcheslond need new members half as much as they
makes for the boat, and would probably dash it to piecesneed the old bunch made over.
To prevent this, they throw a cask overboard; and when it is Billy Sunday
staved to pieces, they throw over drest Now, sir, church
government is the tub which Satan has thrown over to th&leither shame nor be ashamed of@uespelof our Lord
people of whom you speak Jesus Christ.

Anonymous R. Whitson Seaman

Chuck Weaver

Right is right if nobody does it and wrong is wrong even if
everybody does it.
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PuzzIl es and o6Toons

Church 6Toons
By Joe McKeever

V“SOMEHOW T FEEL I TFORGOT SOMETHING BACK

AT THE CHURCH — T FED THE SENI
STAFE, TURNED OFF THE DEACONS...

9R$, PUT OUT THE

HE'LL BE

WHEN THE PaASTOR
ABLE

GOES ON VACATION, PRAY
TO RELAX.

Answers to Lastl

SSueos

A

Puzzl

ACR()STI(‘. #49: ANSWERS

1. Abdon. the son of Hillel (Judg.
12:13, 14)

2. Gideon (Juc )

15::7:7:22

3. Jephthah (Judg. 11:1).

4. Shamgar (Judg. 3:31). (Note
Samson killed 1,000 Philistines
with the jawbone of an ass [Judg.
15:15)).

5. Ibzan of Bethlehem (Judg. 12:8.
9).

6. Ehud (Judg. 3:15).
Samson (Judg. 16:1-3).
8. Othniel (Judg. 3:9, 10).

9. Eli (1 Sam. 4:18; cf. I Sam.
1:9).

10. Deborah (Judg. 4:4).

GENESIS (2:18) — “And the
LORD God said, It is not good
that the man should be alone; I
will make him an help meet for
him.”

A. MADRONO
B. SPIKED

C. THROWN
D. DALAIAH
E. GHETTO

F EMOLUMENT
G. NEDABIAH
H. EDIFIED

| SMOLLETT

J IMLA

K. SHILOH

L. THONG

es .

[TUESDAY IN THE CRURCA OFFICE

"OKAY, SO FAR WE HAVE A 1€EXT,
A PRETTY FAIR STORY, AND THE
SERMON'S WORKING TITLE.”

AN

h

'Y

M)

Ak
CoM

Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham
By Mark Oshman
Originally published irPulpit Helps Septembeir995

Next Page




HIDDEN WISDOM: BIBLE ACROSTIC # 50

BY MARK A. OSHMAN

Solve the acrostic by using the clues listed below to guess the words and by transferring the letter above each number
1o its appropriate place in the diagram. The result will be a Scripture verse of admonition, comfort, or instruction

Further, the initial letters of the answers will contain the name of the book from which the verse was taken

HAPPY SOLVING!!

1 2B 3F 4G S5M | 6E 7C 8A 9F 10B [ 11D |12H [ 13]
151 [16E 17K | 181 19 | 20G | 21F 22H | 23D | 24M
271 |28A |29 [30F |31D |32E |33C |34B |35K 36D |37) 38A
48D [49B | 50F | 51M (52K | 531
64G 65D [ 66A |67NM | 681 69F
78K [ 79H | 80G |81 82E
90L |91M

[
wn
(x4

54D

83J

14C
26L
39G 40D |[41B
S5F | 56) 57T™M
708 |7TIK |72D
841
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