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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Music and Godly Emotion: Worship and the ChurchðPart 4 

By Tim Schoap

 
In the previous articles in this series weôve seen that 

God commands our worship, defined as the act of giving 

God His due (ñproclaiming His excellencies,ò to quote 

Peter), because He is infinitely worthy of it. Weôve said that 

for our worship to please God it must come from sincere, 

obedient hearts; it must honor Him as He has revealed 

Himself to be, the Triune God; it must be centered on the 

Gospel, remembering His saving acts; and it must be 

saturated with His Word.  

In the last article, we began to look at music and 

worship, and said that God wants our worship music to be 

creative, to sing His praise with a variety of music: new, 

old, vocal and instrumental. God also wants our music in 

worship to be characterized by excellence, to bring our best 

to Him whether we sing or play or compose or arrange, so 

that the music we use in worship enables us to genuinely, 

consistently magnify Godôs greatness in your own mind and 

heart. In this article we will continue the focus on music in 

worship, turning to a topic which can be a bit controversial, 

and that is music, worship, and our emotions. 

I believe God wants our music to be filled with 

emotion that honors Him. Psalm 33 shows lots of emotion: 

joy in verse 1, thanksgiving in verse 2, loud shouts in verse 

3. And the last 3 verses of the Psalm are all about the 

emotional impact that Godôs power and work have on the 

worshipper: expectant waiting in verse 20, gladness of heart 

in verse 21, and hope in verse 22. Thatôs a good bit of 

emotion for 22 short verses.  

One of the things music does very well is to engage 

our emotions. Jonathan Edwards, writing in The Religious 

Affections, 1746, said ñThe duty of singing praises to God 

seems to be appointed wholly to excite and express 

religious affections. No other reason can be assigned why 

we should express ourselves to God in verse rather than in 

prose, and do it with music, but only that such is our nature 

and frame that these things have a tendency to move our 

affections.ò 

Many of us have had profound encounters with 

God through musicðthatôs nothing new. More than 2000 

years before Congreve told us that ñmusic has charms to 

soothe the savage breast,ò David knew that truth intimately. 

1 Samuel 16 tells us that in Saulôs disobedience, God 

allowed an evil spirit to terrorize him. And when this would 

happen, David was called, as a skilled musician, to play the 

harp, and Saul would be refreshed.  

But being moved emotionally is not the same thing 

as worshipping God. Being moved in your emotions 

doesnôt equate to being moved in your heart and mind to 

honor God with your life. The most memorable, emotional, 

profound experience Iôve ever had with music was at 1989 

performance of Shostakovichôs 5
th
 Symphony, and it had 

nothing whatsoever to do with worship.  

Edwards, again in Religious Affections, said that the 

mere performance of worship activities, ñreading, praying, 

singing, hearing sermonsò are not actually worship unless 

ñour hearts are affected and our love captivated by the free 

grace of God,ò unless ñthe great, spiritual, mysterious, and 

invisible things of the Gospel have the weight of real things 

in our hearts.ò  

Do you hear what heôs saying? We are not 

worshiping if we are not engaged. There is no such thing as 

detached, laid-back worship. When Iôm leading worship 

and see some of our people half-asleep, barely singing if at 

all, looking as though they are bored out of their minds, the 

problem isnôt too much emotion, it is too little. 

John Wesley said the same thing in his Directions 

for Singing, ñAbove all sing spiritually. Have an eye to God 

in every word you sing. Aim at pleasing Him more than 

yourself, or any other creature. In order to do this, attend 

strictly to the sense of what you sing, and see that your 

heart is not carried away with the sound, but offered to God 

continually.ò 

Friends have told me that they are troubled by 

emotion in worship, but emotion is not the problem, 

emotionalism is. Emotionalism pursues feelings as ends in 

themselves. But God created our emotions, and He wants 

them to be stirred up in response to who He is and what He 

has done for us. Music helps us in this.  

The language of worship is a language of emotion, 

of love, of need, of joy in the living God. Psalm 32:11 says, 

ñBe glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones; and 

shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.ò Psalm 
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42:1-3 says, ñAs the deer pants for the water brooks, so my 

soul pants for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the 

living Godé.My tears have been my food day and night, 

while they say to me all day long, óWhere is your God?ôò 

Peter reminds us that, ñThough you have not seen Him, you 

love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you believe in 

Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 

with gloryò (1 Pet. 1:8). David declares, ñI will celebrate 

before the Lord. I will become even more undignified than 

this, and I will be humiliated in my own eyesò (2 Sam. 6:21-

22).  

In that last verse, David said he would so celebrate 

Godôs goodness that he would willingly humiliate himself 

in front of his people. Thatôs not cold, dead orthodoxy; 

thatôs emotion! The problem comes when we make emotion 

the goal, when we try to stir up a feeling for the feelingôs 

sake. But emotion is not the goal. The goal is Godôs praise, 

and emotion is merely a byproduct.  

Having said that, we need to let music do what God 

intends for it to do. Music has limitless variety: soft, slow, 

loud, up-tempo, grand, or majestic. If we let the text dictate 

the style, the style will encourage fitting emotion. Music 

moves our emotions, and when done in a way that honors 

God and His Word, it can draw us in powerfully with it. 

And that is what God intends.  

What about repetition in songs? Why do we 

sometimes repeat a verse, or more often a chorus, 

sometimes several times? Why on songs like ñOpen the 

Eyes of my Heartò do we sing ñHoly, holy, holyò 10 times 

in a row when 3 times was good enough for Isaiah and for 

John? To get an emotional response? No. How about to stir 

your heart to consider the truth you are singing, to engage 

with it on a deeper level? Because repetition helps us get 

something in our heads, and hearts, and some things just 

need to be said more than once.  

Paul knew that truth. In Philippians 3:1 he wrote, 

ñFinally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.ò Do you realize 

that is the fifth time in Philippians Paul has told them to 

rejoice? And as if heôs anticipating an objection (ñCome on 

Paul, youôve already told us thatò), he continues, ñTo write 

the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a 

safeguard for you.ò Repeated truths are a safeguard to us. 

Witness Psalm 136ðit has 26 verses, and the second half of 

every one says the same thing, ñfor His lovingkindness is 

everlasting.ò There is value in repetition.  

To be sure, repetition in songs can go too far. At 

some point, repetition goes from stimulating to numbing. 

But the next time the worship leader repeats a verse or a 

chorus, dwell on the words being repeated. What truth can 

be hammered home to your heart and mind? What can you 

meditate on to give God greater glory? Let repetition do its 

work. 

When we worship well, when our worship is 

genuinely pleasing to God, we will benefit from its 

consistent practice. Allen Ross, in Recalling the Hope of 

Glory, said, ñIf worshipers leave a service with no thought 

of becoming more godly in their lives, then the purpose of 

worship has not been achievedé.The clear teaching of 

Scripture is that genuine worship is life changing.ò In other 

words, worship that pleases God reminds us that the Spirit 

Himself is constantly at work in us. We see it in 2 

Corinthians 3:18, ñAnd we all, with unveiled face, 

beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 

the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 

this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.ò 

Worship that pleases God encourages us to grow in 

holiness because it reminds us that God has paid the price 

for our sins, that our bondage to sin has been broken, that 

weôve been freed to obey God in the Spirit. ñHe Himself 

bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to 

sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been 

healedò (1 Pet. 2:24). 

Worship that pleases God edifies us because it 

renews our awareness of Godôs love for us, and of the 

power of His Word. That was the point of Paulôs direction 

to the Corinthians regarding their worship services, 1 

Corinthians 14, the short summary of which is, ñLet all 

things be done for edification.ò When we sing together, and 

pray together, and hear Godôs Word read and taught 

together, we are edified, we are built up.  

Finally, the most important result of worship that 

pleases God is that the object of our worship is pleased. He 

is honored. He is glorified. God gets the glory He so richly 

deserves. And that is really the point, isnôt it?  

Our worship here is a bare glimmer of what it will 

ultimately be. And sometimes you really have to stretch the 

imagination to get even that glimmer. Maybe the worship 

team was off, they didnôt do any songs you liked, babies are 

crying, the preacherôs gone too long, and youôre hungry. 

But if we can even begin to comprehend Godôs majesty, the 

risen Christ in all His glory, we will always strive to make 

our worship fit for the King.  

We will wrap up this series with two more topics 

related to worship: the role of physical expressiveness in 

worship, and the legacy of worship.  

 

Tim Schoap is co-pastor of Signal Mountain Bible 

Church in Signal Mountain, Tenn. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically Speakingðby Spiros Zodhiates 
 

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Scribes  
Matthew 16:5-12 
 

From The Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, 

AMG Publishers, 2006. 

[5] Now the scene changed. In Mark 8:13 we are 

informed that Jesus left the disciples on the east coast of the 

Sea of Galilee with the plan to meet them on the other side 

where He had fed thousands of people, ñAnd having left 

(apheís, the aorist participle of aph²Ǜmi [863], to leave) 

them, and having entered (embás, the aorist participle of 

emba²nǾ [1684], to enter in) into the ship again, He 

departed (apǛlthen, the aorist indicative of apérchomai 

[565]) to the other sideò (Mark 8:13, a.t.). 

He sailed; they walked. The disciples forgot 

(epeláthonto, the aorist middle indicative of epilanthánomai 

[1950], to forget) not only to carry bread with them but also 

to stock the ship Jesus traveled on with more than one loaf 

(Mark 8:14). But He used even what they had forgotten to 

make an important point concerning false teaching. 

[6] It is important for us to understand what Jesus 

meant by His words, ñTake heed and beware of the leaven 

of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.ò 

The first verb, translated ñTake heed,ò is horáte 

(the present imperative of hor§Ǿ [3708], to see and 

perceive). The present tense is gnomic; that is, it teaches a 

general principle. The disciples needed to see the difference 

between the false teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

and the truth of the Gospel, especially if the former had a 

leavening (penetrating) impact on people. The word 

ñgnomicò comes from the Greek gnǾmǛ ([1106], opinion, a 

determined mindset). Jesus wanted to make His disciples 

aware of the fundamental difference between law and grace, 

so they could clearly teach it later. 

The second verb is ñbewareò (proséchete, the 

present tense of pros®chǾ [4337], to take heed, to guard 

against; from prós [4314], toward or near, and ®chǾ [2192], 

to have). Coupled with the first verb, it gave the sense that 

the disciples should be wary of false teaching when they 

were ñnearò the Pharisees and Sadducees. Jesus wanted the 

disciples to understand that the Pharisees and Sadducees 

were hypocrites. The only reason they came to Him was to 

tempt Him by asking for more signs to provide credentials 

for what He had already proven. 

[7] The disciples did not immediately understand 

Jesusô words. ñThey were reasoning (dielogízonto, the 

imperfect of dialogízomai [1260], to dialogue, reason; from 

diá [1223], throughðan intensive preposition expressing 

thoroughness; and logízomai [3049], to reckon, figure out) 

among themselves, saying, óIt is because we have taken no 

breadôò (a.t.). 

What a lack of bread had to do with being cautious 

around the Pharisees and Sadducees showed just how little 

they understood Jesusô metaphor. They were also removed 

from recent miracles. Jesus had just miraculously fed more 

than 4,000 people. Why would He now be concerned that 

the disciples had brought no bread? 

[8] Jesus called them, literally, ñlittle-faithsò 

(oligópistoi [3640]), a term not equivalent to ñunbelieverò 

(ápistos [571]). Jesus never called His disciples faithless. 

Faith (pístis in the New Testament) has several objects and 

therefore can be qualified as great or little depending on the 

number of biblical propositions to which a believer assents. 

From what follows in verse 9, we see that the 

disciples did not seem to understand the full sovereignty of 

the Lord Jesus. That was why He asked them to remember 

the feeding of both the 5,000 (v. 9) and the 4,000 (v. 10). 

Besides missing the whole point of the ñleaven of the 

Pharisees and of the Sadducees,ò the disciples forgot that 

lack of bread would never be an obstacle for Jesus. 

[9, 10] Accordingly, Jesus asked, ñDo you not yet 

(ho¼pǾ [3768], from ou [3756], the absolute not; and pǾ 

[4458], how) understand (noeíte, the present tense of no®Ǿ 

[3539], to think, comprehend; synonymous with 

dialogízomai, to reason) neither remember (mnǛmone¼ete, 

the present tense of mnǛmone¼Ǿ [3421], to recall) the five 

loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets you took 

up, neither the seven loaves of bread of the four thousand 

and how many baskets you took up?ò (a.t.). 

[11] Jesus continued, ñHow (pǾs [4459]) is it that 

you understood (noeíte) not that I spoke (eípon, the aorist 

tense of l®gǾ [3004], to intelligently speak) to you not 

concerning bread, that you should beware (proséchein) of 

the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees?ò (a.t.). 

The Lord Jesus wanted the disciples to know that 

the false teachings of the Pharisees and scribes were a 

powerful leavening agent they should guard against. Today, 

as then, the leaven of legalism works its way through the 

church, distracting people from the Gospel of grace. 

In biblical days, leaven (z¼mǛ [2219]) was a 

catalytic agent like yeast that caused fermentation in dough, 

making it rise. Frequently, Jesus used this permeation 

process to describe the spread of sin. However, on one 

occasion, He also analogously described the penetration of 

the kingdom of God in the world: ñThe kingdom of heaven 

is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three 

measures of meal, till the whole was leavenedò (Matt. 

13:33). 
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Properly understood, the two leavens, the kingdom 

of God and the legalistic teaching of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees, penetrate daily life, spreading and advancing 

automatically, not necessarily with conscious effort. This 

process compares with that expressed in the Greek verb 

aux§nǾ ([837], to grow), which presupposes the organism 

of life. 

Concerning false teaching spreading throughout the 

world, Paul wrote: ñEvil men and seducers shall wax worse 

and worse, deceiving, and being deceivedò (2 Tim. 3:13) 

and ñTheir word will spread like gangreneò (2 Tim. 2:17; 

a.t.). Peter added, ñThere shall be false teachers among (en 

[1722], within, among) youò (2 Pet. 2:1). Because the tares 

grow alongside the wheat until the time of the harvest, we 

can anticipate that legalism will be with us until Christ 

returns. In the interim, we are called to overturn legalism 

with grace. 

[12] Now Jesus clearly identified leaven with 

ñdoctrineò (didachǛs [1322]), the singular Greek noun 

emphasizing the unity of Pharisaism. At the bottom of 

Pharisaismðits laws, rituals, external conformitiesðlay 

their simple doctrine of justification by works. The 

Pharisees and Sadducees were arrogant and hypocritical 

because their theology was false. False teaching is the root 

of bad motives and behaviors. People think, choose, plan, 

and behave what they believe. 

DidachǛ is the content that persons learn on their 

own or from others. Like the ñdoctrineò of the Pharisees 

and Sadducees, the teaching of Christ has an underlying 

unity, so it is frequently called by the singular didaskalía 

([1319], teaching). Jesus never taught the Law from one 

side of His mouth and grace from the other, justification by 

works on one day and justification by faith on the next, nor 

did He ever waver. He always taught the same, consistent 

Gospel of grace everywhere He went. Teachings 

(didaskalíai, the plural of didaskalía), by contrast, are 

human productions. 

Finally, ñthey understoodò (sunǛkan, the aorist 

tense of sun²Ǜmi [4920], to understand, literally, ñto put it 

all togetherò; from sún [4862], together; and h²Ǜmi [n.f.], to 

send, to comprehend). 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tennessee for over 40 

years, was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, 

and authored dozens of exegetical books. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grace, Love, and Times of Darkness 
By Shea Oakley
 

Never assume that the way you feel at any given 

moment will not change. It will.  

This is a vital truth for the struggling believer to 

receive because it can bring new hope for deliverance from 

times of darkness, and thus new strength in the midst of 

those times. In my own life I have known bouts of 

depression and anxiety that I feared would never end. It has 

only been the repeated experience of deliverance from these 

troubled periods that has finally brought me to a place 

where I can consistently trust that they will pass. Much of 

my progress towards trusting in Godôs enduring presence in 

my life has come from the realization that He has always 

allowed me to sooner or later find relief from emotional and 

spiritual pain. It has also been a key to experiencing that 

pain less often and with less intensity.  

One of the worst aspects of ñdark nights of the 

soulò is the sense that the sunrise will never come. It 

appears to be a truism that when one is in the grip of doubts 

and fears those doubts and fears seem inescapable. The 

human mind and heart can have a tendency to assume that 

the worst case scenario is the most likely one to come true 

(this is especially the case for those with a nature that tends 

towards the melancholy end of the spectrum. For us this 

could almost be said to be the ñdefault settingò of our 

being).  

When such fatalism has sway over a person, 

consciously or unconsciously, it has a tendency to self-

perpetuate. I firmly believe that this is probably the greatest 

cause of suicide for those who find themselves deeply 

depressed without the light of Christ in their lives. When 

such individuals find themselves in great agony of soul, 

with no felt prospect of that condition ever changing, 

impulses towards the imagined escape offered by death 

become difficult to resist. 

However in the life of the true child of God, the 

desperately needed hope of deliverance is birthed and 

sustained by His sovereign grace. Christians may endure 

long periods of depression and anxiety, even moments of 

despair, but the presence of God through His Holy Spirit is 

the guarantee of the passing of these shadows of death. He 

will not suffer His people to be lost to even the deepest 

buffetings of the world, the flesh, and the devil. As the 

Bible tells us, ñIf we are faithless He is faithful because He 

cannot deny Himselfò (2 Tim 2:13). It is the steadfast 

persistence of His love that enables us to come out of every 

test of darkness. 

After enough demonstrations of this kind of love 

even the densest of us can begin to notice a pattern. We feel 

terrible for whatever reason and then, whether it is 

gradually or suddenly, we do not. The clouds over our 

spirits lift, the sun once again is shining, and we are again 

capable of feeling its light on our faces. This happens over 

and over as we continue to seek God in our worst moments. 

In time the result of our experiencing this fruit of sustaining 

http://www.amginternational.org/
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grace is the dawning realization that all bad things come to 

an end in Christ.  

Once this realization becomes a fixed part of our 

consciousness we begin to assume something other than the 

worst for ourselves. We start to believe that maybe, just 

maybe, the darkness is temporary and the love and grace of 

our Lord is not. This is one of the most important paths to 

healing for the melancholy Christian.  

So if you, child of God, are in your own dark night 

of the soul, cling to the truth of these words and, far more 

importantly, cling to the promises of Godôs faithfulness to 

you in His word. Your trials will pass and something of 

greater worth will replace them, true perseverance in the 

faith guaranteed by the One who loves you beyond the 

power of any and all darkness. 

© 2009 Shea Oakley. All rights reserved. 

Shea Oakley is a freelance Christian writer from 

Ridgewood, New Jersey 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Boring Sermons: An Oxymoron or to Be Expected? 
By Joe McKeever 
 

ñMy chief objection [to the Christian faith and the 

Church today] is that ninety-nine percent of sermons and 

Sunday school teachings are so agonizingly dull!ò 

The critic, Frank Shallard, was a preacher himself, 

so he knew whereof he spokeðexcept he wasnôt speaking 

for himself. Shallard is a fictional character in the 1927 

novel Elmer Gantry and, Iôm confident, was voicing the 

views of author Sinclair Lewis. That line, the final sentence 

in chapter 28, must have elicited a million cheers and amens 

from across the landscape as readers ñheardò the renegade 

preacher voicing their own gripe about the Church. 

Boring preaching and dull Bible lessons are no 

recent phenomenon. However, knowing that tiresome, 

uninspiring preaching has always been around does not 

make it any easier to take or to deal with.  

Boredom in anythingðwhether preaching the 

revolutionary Gospel of Jesus Christ, playing third base for 

the Yankees or Red Sox, or being married to the most 

beautiful woman in the worldðis part of the human 

condition. The human being is constitutionally unable to 

stay excited all the time. The adrenalin would burn up our 

nervous system and we would be dead in six months from 

sheer exhaustion and sleeplessness.  

God has created us so that our brain adapts to every 

situation. The preacher of the world-shaking Gospel settles 

down into a routine he can live with, the third-baseman 

grows accustomed to the adulation of the crowds and the 

television lights and the overflowing bank account, and the 

fellow married to (insert name of your favorite starlet here) 

finds that one day is pretty much like the next. Thatôs why 

preachers grow lazy, third-basemen drop the ball, and 

husbands of starlets stray. 

But weôre talking about the preachers here. Some of 

those internet essays devote themselves to diagnosing the 

problem of boring preaching. And it will not surprise you to 

learn theyôre pretty rough on the man of God. The preacher 

of dull sermons has become a captive of the culture, 

betrayed his calling, brought shame on his Lord, cares little 

for his flock, and is violating the basic teachings of the 

Scriptureðall of that and more. 

Maybe all of this is true. I canôt say. What I can say 

and know from having lived a considerable number of years 

doing this kind of work in the Lordôs vineyard is that all of 

us settle down. Itôs natural to adjust to whatever situations 

life hands us. We do grow accustomed. Itôs a survival 

technique and itôs not all bad. Itôs just something we have to 

deal with in the ministry if we would continually turn out 

challenging sermons in fresh ways to inspire and challenge 

the Lordôs people. 

So, here are my suggestions on how the minister 

can keep his sermons interesting and challenging. Youôll 

think of more, Iôm sure, which weôd be happy to hear. 

  

I. Keep Yourself Fresh 

The minister will have to make a conscious effort to 

break free from the rut the pastorôs office wants to impose 

on him, with its unending rounds of administrative 

meetings, hospital callings, funerals, weddings, committees 

and boards and staffs, a million office details, and sermon 

building.  

This will require the preacher to take down his 

calendar and, working with his spouse and closest church 

leadership, do some advance planning. One month, for 

example, he might decide to take two days for a prayer 

retreat to a friendôs cabin on a nearby creek. He takes along 

his Bible and a notebook and nothing else to distract him. 

Another time, he and his wife are going to the beach for a 

couple of days. At other times, he stays at home, his wife 

takes charge of the cell phone, and he listens to the 

recording of a Bible conference he has carried in his car for 

the past six months. 

The preacher has to work at keeping himself fresh. 

Staleness is not an aberration in this life; itôs par for the 

course. It happens to everything from the bread in your 

kitchen to the relationship with your wife to the sermon you 

deliver on Sunday. 

 

II. Keep Working on Improving Your Sermons 

From time to time, the pastor will want to browse 

the Christian bookstore on a seminary campus. In the 
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textbook section, he will find what the next generation of 

preachers is studying. I can guarantee that some of it will be 

new and challenging to him. 

I know a preacher who once a year would travel to 

a seminary for an intense two day one-on-one study with a 

professor. He would line up the teacher a year in advance 

and they would agree on the subject of their study 

(something within the professorôs field). Then, for several 

hours over two days, the men of God went head-to-head 

discussing texts, wrestling with the issues, and hammering 

out theology. When the pastor returned home, he preached a 

series of messages from that particular book of the Bible or 

on the theme the two had studied. To no oneôs surprise, the 

sermons were always well thought out and wonderfully 

presented. 

Few of us in the ministry should settle down in our 

preaching as though we have arrived. We can all improve. 

 

III. Keep a Constant Flow of Ideas and Inspiration 

Coming Your Way 

Keep readingðthe daily news, inspirational books, 

volumes of sermons, theology. But read outside your field, 

too.  

Once a month pastors should visit the periodicals 

section of their public library. In ours, there must be two 

hundred monthly magazines lining the shelves. Most of 

these I have absolutely no interest in at all. But scanning the 

covers, I will choose a half-dozen that appear interesting. I 

end up reading on subjects I would never ever have thought 

of. When some of this shows up as sermon illustrations, itôs 

as surprising to my people as it had been to me. 

 

IV. Get Feedback 
A good friend tells me he asks the ministerial staff 

for their feedback about his sermons in their weekly 

sessions. I laughed, ñAnd you really think they tell you 

what they think?ò He believes they do. 

In my last church, in the letters we mailed to first-

time visitors, we included a self-mailing postcard on which 

we asked three questions: What was the first thing you 

noticed about our church, what impressed you most, and 

what impressed you least (You may recognize this from 

Rick Warrenôs Purpose Driven Church). To my surprise, 

many of the visitors remarked on my sermons. Most were 

complimentary, but once in a while, I was skewered for the 

sermonôs length or content or theology or lack thereof. The 

feedback was always helpful, whether I agreed with it or 

not. 

My hunch is the first feedback most pastors get 

from the congregation about their preaching is when they 

are terminated and hear cutting remarks concerning their 

inabilities from the pulpit.  

 

V. Stay in the Word 

If one looked at the Holy Scriptures as a sermon 

resource bookðand itôs far, far more than thisðhe would 

still find its offerings to be practically unlimited.  

The minister will want to discipline himself to 

spend early morning time every day reading Godôs Word 

without a thought to preaching it, but just for his own 

spiritual edification. His soul needs nourishing and this is 

how it is fed. ñI have esteemed the words of Thy mouth 

more than my necessary foodò (Job 23:12). 

In devotional reading of the Word, every believerð

preachers are in this category, tooðwill come across 

fascinating insights that challenge his mind and soul. So, 

the minister keeps a notepad handy and jots these down. 

Once the Holy Spirit begins connecting these insights with 

something the preacher has read or discovered in his own 

life, new sermons begin to take form. And old sermons take 

on new life, too. 

The promise of Matthew 13:52 holds for preachers 

as well as the rest of humanity. ñEvery teacher of the law 

who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like 

the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 

treasures as well as old.ò The old treasures of the Christian 

faith are still there in the Word, just waiting to be taken out, 

dusted off, and re-introduced to the people of God. Butð

and this is the exciting partðGod has new things to show 

us, if we will come into the storehouse of His Word and pay 

attention.  

 

VI. Stay on Your Knees 

ñThen Jesus told his disciples a parable to show 

them that they should always pray and not give upò (Luke 

18:1).Those are the two alternatives: pray or quit. ñAlways 

to prayò is the imperative of prayer. Quitting is the 

alternative to prayer.  

Itôs no breaking news to admit what we all know: 

some of us quit the ministry years before we leave the 

pulpit. We quit when we stop praying, no longer sit at the 

feet of the Master with His Word open in front of us, and 

cease expecting Him to give us the message His people 

need to hear next Sunday.  

The pastorôs prayer life should always begin with a 

focus on the Lord Himself and then on his relationship with 

the Lord. Then and only then will he begin to pray about the 

sermon. I suggest that the man of God pray for the sermon 

in all its facets: that God will lead him to the subject, show 

him pertinent scriptures, nudge him concerning the 

illustrations all around throughout the day, guide him in the 

word study and the actual construction, and bless in the 

assimilation of the Word in his own heart and soul. He will 

pray for the delivery of the sermon and pray during the 

rehearsing of the preaching.  

On Saturday night, he will hand it all off to the 

Lord and quit obsessing over the sermon. But he will rise 

early on Sunday morning and head to the church hours 

before anyone else. There he will go over the sermon once 
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or twice more, praying over each aspect, and he will pray 

for the people who will be gathering to worship. Then, 

when they begin arriving, he will get out of the office and 

greet them. He will listen and comfort and counsel and pray 

and hug. He will laugh and meet new friends and learn 

names. And when he stands to preach, he will do so 

confidently, knowing that the Lord has spoken to him 

during the week. He might even find himself praying as 

Jesus did before raising Lazarus, ñFather, I thank you that 

you heard me when I prayedò (John 11:41).  

 

VII. Get into the Homes of Your People and Get to 

Know Them 

George W. Truett used to say the pastorôs 

diagnostic ministryðhis weekday visitation in homesðis 

what enables him to stand in the pulpit on Sunday and hand 

out prescriptions. 

The pastor who preaches boring sermons is failing 

to connect with his people concerning the matters they deal 

with every day. The best remedy for that is to go see them, 

talk with them, listen to them, get to know them. And must 

we say that this is not about golfing or going fishing with a 

couple of your buddies. No one is against that, but that 

should be for relaxation and only rarely turns out to be 

ministry.  

 

VIII. Befriend No n-Christians and Listen to Them 

Nothing will shake a preacher out of his lethargy 

like his neighbor standing on the front lawn and cursing 

him out for the way his trees shed on his driveway, or 

learning that a homosexual man he knows has just been 

fired from his job as a car salesman when the boss learned 

about him, or listening to a family member taunt him for his 

simple-minded faith (Iôve experienced all three). 

But the pastor can do better than this by seeking out 

unchurched people and outright unbelievers in his city in 

order to hear from them. The simplest way is to ask the 

Lord to open your eyes. Theyôre all around. 

In my city, Greg Hand pastors a church one block 

off Bourbon Street. He sees more unbelievers in a day than 

most pastors encounter in a year. If I were a pastor, Greg 

would be one of my resources. I would ask to accompany 

him one day as he makes his rounds among the shops and 

restaurants, the dives and joints, the streets and the 

sidewalks and alleys of the French Quarter. And I would 

listen. 

Pastors tend to live in an artificial world populated 

by people who love them and believe they speak for God. It 

can be a heady experience and lead to a multitude of abuses 

unless they balance it with voices from those who do not 

think they hung the moon and will say so in a New York 

minute. 

 

IX. Listen to at Least One Sermon from another 

Preacher Every Week 

In the old days, the pastor subscribed to tapes from 

well-known preachers. These days, he can go online to 

thousands of churches and, with a few clicks of the mouse, 

hear every sermon their preachers have delivered for years. 

Itôs a wonderful age with tremendous privileges, and we do 

well to take advantage of the opportunity it presents.  

I particularly recommend that pastors listen to 

sermons from ministers they do not know and may not 

agree with doctrinally. They will get a new perspective and 

might learn something. And, even if they are bored out of 

their heads by what that preacher does or does not do, even 

that will be instructive for him. 

Need we say that we are not talking about 

preaching that pastorôs sermons? Plagiarism has no place in 

the Lordôs work or anywhere else. A pastor will often hear 

a great illustration or insight from another manôs sermon, 

but he must look to the Lord for the messages God will 

have him preach. ñI am against the prophets who steal 

words from one anotherò (Jeremiah 23:30). 

 

X. Once in a While, Do Your Sermon Preparation in a 

Public Place 
Lest someone misunderstand, I am not suggesting 

you carry your study materials and notebooks and laptops 

into the food court at the local mall. A simple notepad will 

be sufficient. By this point, you will have done a good bit of 

preparation on the sermon. What you are doing in the food 

courtða crowded one if possibleðis holding your message 

up and trying it on for size with the people around you. 

Sit quietly and observe the cluster of teenagers at 

the next table, that young family with the too-tired baby, the 

old gentlemen who are waiting for their wives, the harried 

food-workers behind the counters, and the bus boy clearing 

away the tables. Ask yourself several questions. What 

would these people think of the subject you are preaching? 

How would the points of that sermon connect with them? 

What do the teens and young families and retirees need to 

hear from God on this subject? How will the illustrations 

you have planned go over? 

James Taylor, our preaching professor when I came 

through seminary a long time ago, used to say the worst 

preaching type was the kind we did most of. ñYou need to 

change it up occasionally,ò he said. ñYour people need 

variety. They will appreciate your being fresh in your 

approach.ò No one is suggestingðno one here, at any 

rateðthat the preacher cater to the entertainment cravings 

of todayôs generation.  

We are not encouraging pastors to put on shows or 

bring in celebrities or relegate preaching to a minor aspect 

of the worship service in order to keep the short-attention 

span of the audience. A certain number of people in every 

congregation will be bored by the sermon for the simple 

reason that they are not interested in spiritual matters. ñThe 

natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, 

for they are foolishness to him; neither can he understand 
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them, for they are spiritually appraisedò (1 Corinthians 

2:14). 

We are talking about keeping the preaching of the 

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ fresh and true and relevant 

and powerful. Weôre talking about not getting in the way of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist Pastor 

from New Orleans, Louisiana. He writes regularly at 

www.joemckeever.com. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Points to Ponderðby David L. Olford 
 

Evidences of a Surrendered Life  

 
Text: ñNevertheless we have not used this rightéò (1 Cor. 

9:12). ñBut I have used none of these thingséò (1 Cor. 

9:15). ñI have made myself a servant to alléò (1 Cor. 

9:19). ñI run thuséthus I fightéI discipline my bodyò (1 

Cor. 9:26-27). 

 

Thought: In 1 Corinthians 9, Paul speaks of his own 

apostleship and ministry. He seems to be using himself and 

his own ministry as an example here, while also defending 

his apostleship and ministry practice. Thus, in our text, we 

read the words of a man totally committed to His Lord and 

totally committed to the work God has called him to do. 

The apostle reveals his total surrender to His Lord and the 

Gospel in this fascinating section of 1 Corinthians. 

 

The Choice Not to Use Legitimate Rights (vv. 1-18)   

In verses 1-18 we read of Paulôs passionate 

decision and commitment not to use his rights. The issue 

that Paul is referring to is the right to receive material 

benefit from the Corinthians since he ministered spiritually 

to them.  

Now, what claims did the Apostle Paul have to this 

right that he did not use? Paul actually presents an 

incredible argument for why he could have received some 

kind of payment or remuneration for his Gospel preaching 

ministry: his apostleshipðhis God-given position (vv. 1-2), 

the practice of others (vv. 3-6, 12), common sense and 

practice (v. 7), Old Testament principles and current temple 

practices (vv. 8-13), and the Lordôs direct command (v. 14). 

But notice the ñneverthelessò in (12) and the ñbutò 

in verse (15). Paul chose not to use this right. Why? 1) In 

order not to hinder the Gospel of Christ: ñWe endure 

anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the 

gospel of Christò (v. 12). 2) In order not to make full use of 

his authority in the Gospel (v. 18). He had the right, but he 

did not want to abuse it or use it wrongly!  

Why do you think he was so passionate about this? 

People were misreading this practice for weakness and lack 

of authority. Godôs work and the ministry of the Gospel of 

Christ were being challenged. Paul had strong convictions 

about this matter, especially in the face of the immaturity 

and carnality of these Corinthians who were not putting 

others before themselves. Paul states simply that as an 

entrusted steward, his payment was doing what he was 

called to do, and to offer the Gospel freely was his 

ñreward.ò  

  

The Choice to Be a Servant to All (vv. 19-23)   

What an expression of commitment to the Lord and 

to the Gospel! The Apostle Paul did not want to be an 

offense or a hindrance to the hearing and the receiving of 

the Gospel. Behind this ñmissiologicalò lifestyle is a 

willingness to put others before himself. When it came to 

cultural patterns or preferences of conscience, Paul was 

willing to submit himself to the concerns of others, 

although he was under the ñlaw toward Christ.ò And make 

no mistake about it, the differences between the various 

groups that Paul mentions were no less a challenge in 

Paulôs day as they are today. 

We live in a day of sensitivity to different cultures, 

traditions, beliefsðand the reaction against this context. 

Notice that this is a definite decision for Paul. Despite the 

freedom to be who God made him to be, Paul made specific 

choices and decisions that involved serving others. Why? 

This is a decision for the Gospelôs sake. Paul saw himself as 

a servant of the Gospel (Rom. 1:1-15) so he served all 

people in the Gospel.  

At the same time, we need to remember that for 

Paul, being a servant of the Gospel was the same as being a 

servant of Christ. I donôt want us just to think that this 

decision on Paulôs part was just for evangelists and 

missionaries. He is using himself as an example in a context 

where he is trying to encourage holy choices that lead to 

edification. As believers, we are to live in such a way that 

we donôt hinder the gospelGospel or the spiritual growth of 

others. We are to serve one another in the Lord within the 

church family and in the context of mission in the world. 

 

The Choice to Discipline Oneself (vv. 24-27) 

The reference and imagery here is of the athlete. 

We are very familiar with the different aspects of Paulôs 

discussion here. Only one receives first prize in the race. 

Therefore, you run to win. This calls for self-control on the 

part of the athletes. And this is done for a perishable crown 

(wreath), but Christian runners run for an imperishable 

crown.  
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Then Paul personalizes it. His running or fighting is 

done in a purposeful definite way. He disciplines himself 

(his body) in order not to be disqualified. The implication 

here is that anything that would hinder the successful 

completion of the race (ministry) should be eliminated. This 

involves daily training, discipline and ultimately personal 

obedience.  

Paul doesnôt give a list of ñdos and donôtsò here. 

The deciding factor is not a specific list, it is the passion for 

faithfulness and obedience that motivates the individual to 

be self-controlled and disciplined in order to win race and 

receive the prizeðwhatever it takes.  

What about us? Here, in the words of the apostle, 

we see evidences of a surrendered life. These are not vague 

matters of surrender. These are specific real-life issues that 

we all face in the Lordôs family. We must be willing to give 

up our rights. We must be willing to serve others. We must 

be willing to ñrun to winòðto strive for daily obedience. 

Let me remind you of some beautiful and 

challenging words found elsewhere in Paulôs writings 

concerning Our Lord: Philippians 2:5-11. Jesus chose not to 

use His rights (Phil. 2:6-7a); He chose to be a servant (Phil. 

2:7b-8a); He chose to be obedient (Phil. 2:8b-8c). 

So, let the Lord apply these challenges to our 

hearts: Is there a personal right or privilege that I need to 

sacrifice for the sake of Christ and His work? Am I willing 

to be a servant in some way or measure that I have not been 

willing to be in the past? Is there someone I must serve and 

I have been unwilling to do so even for the sake of Christ 

and His work? Is there some discipline or self-control that I 

must exercise (by the power of the Holy Spirit) to remove 

something from my life that could hinder the work of Christ 

or to add something to my life that could advance the work 

of Christ in and through my life? 

 

Thrust:  Surrender to the Lord by the power of the Holy 

Spirit today as we reflect on Paulôs personal example as he 

followed Christ. 

 

David L. Olford teaches expository preaching at Union 

Universityôs Stephen Olford Center in Memphis, 

Tennessee. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Story Behind the Songðby Lindsay Terry 
 

The Contrast of Our Savior 

Song: ñAbove Allò 
 

ñTherefore also God highly exalted Him, and 

bestowed on Him the name which is above every nameò 

(Phil. 2:9). ñSurely our griefs He Himself bore, and our 

sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him 

stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But He was pierced 

through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 

iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 

and by His scourging we are healed (Is. 53:4-5). 

 This is the story of the writing of one of the most 

moving and thought provoking worship songs of recent 

years. As you will see, it has not only touched the lives of 

Christians around the globe, its message has been heard by 

some of the most powerful people in the world today. It was 

written by two of Americaôs most talented and widely used 

worship leaders and songwriters.  

 Lenny LeBlanc said of his early life, ñI became 

involved in music quite by accident. One day I was visiting 

in a friendôs home in Leominster, Mass., and several of the 

young people there were playing instruments. They asked 

me if I would sing with them. I agreed to do so, and after a 

few songs they said, óYou sound pretty good.ô I responded, 

óI do?ô They then asked if I would sing with them in a talent 

show to be held at the school. I was surprised with their 

invitation, but agreed to participate. While we were singing 

in the contest I was so timid I turned my back toward the 

audience. But, we won nonetheless.ò  

Lenny went on to a very successful career in pop 

music, at first as a studio musician on recordings for some 

of the most widely known singers of our day. LeBlanc 

confessed, ñMy career was my ógodô and I began to worship 

the gift God had given me, even to the point of leaving my 

family behind.ò  

 He also relates, ñI was not at a low point in life, nor 

was I looking or searching for God, but a good friend, a 

drug smuggler, called me late one night and said, óLenny, I 

got saved and Iôm going to heaven.ô He then said, óLenny I 

want you to be there with me. Are you saved?ô He sent me 

a Bible and for the next few weeks God began to reveal His 

love to me. I began to realize how shallow and selfish my 

life was and there in my home I cried out to Jesus for mercy 

and forgiveness. I could have continued in the field of pop 

music, but I sensed that God had something different for 

me.ò 

 Paul Baloche grew up a Catholic in his hometown 

of Maple Shade, New Jersey, in the Philadelphia area. He 

began to play in bands that performed in unsavory placesð

in the clubs of Philadelphia and Atlantic City. He became 

caught up in the rock music scene. What happened next is 

unusual.  

 Paul told me, ñAt eighteen years of age, I went to 

one of the weekend Amway conferences where they tell 

you how to grow your business. Sunday morning was an 

optional part of the weekend, so I decided to attend a 
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nondenominational service, expecting to pick up some 

pointers on how to become successful in this business. The 

same guys were up giving testimonies of their faith in 

Christ who had been speaking in the meetings the day 

before. They told us, óItôs not about money, itôs about 

Jesus.ô They told about how their lives had been changed. I 

was really affected by it all. They even had a worship band 

that I really liked.  

 ñWhen they gave an altar call for any who wanted 

to receive Christ, I went forward and asked the Lord to 

come into my life and He totally changed me. I started 

going to an Assembly of God church and became a part of 

the music ministry.ò 

 In 1991, several years after Paul and Lenny had 

become experienced and well-known songwriters and 

worship leaders, Lenny invited Paul to come to his home in 

Muscle Shoals, Alabama, to help with the music writing of 

a project soon to be recorded. They began to share ideas 

that each had started. Paul sang for Lenny the verse of a 

song that he had started, and had actually sung to the people 

of his church in Texas, using several different choruses. 

But, he was not happy with any of the choruses he had 

written. 

 Before retiring for the night Lenny said, ñI like 

your verse and I think I will try to come up with a suitable 

chorus for it.ò Lenny told me, ñEarly the next morning, 

while Paul was still sleeping in his room, I slipped out to 

my studio and God gave me the lyric and the melody for the 

finishing of the song. When Paul got up he and I wrote 

another new song and worked on a few other things before 

anything was said about the endeavor discussed the night 

before.ò 

 ñAfter lunch I shared with him my ideas for the 

chorus. He almost fell out of his chair, because it was so 

different from what he thought it would be. When you hear 

the verse it would seem that a writer would expound on 

Christôs majesty, might and power. Yet, I decided to go 

immediately into His crucifixion.ò  

Paulôs verse began:  

ñAbove all powers, above all Kings,  

Above all nations and all created things,  

Above all wisdom and all the ways of man,  

You were here before the world began. 

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones,  

Above all wonders the world has ever known; 

Above all wealth and treasures of the earth,  

Thereôs no way to measure what Youôre worth.ò   

Lennyôs chorus followed:  

ñCrucified, and laid behind a stone;  

You lived to die rejected and alone,  

Like a rose, trampled on the ground,  

You took the fall, and thought of me,  

Above all!ò 

Lenny continued, ñThe verse, with a few minor 

changes, and the chorus I had written seemed to fit 

perfectly. Each time we sang the chorus Paul and I began to 

weep. It was difficult to get through it, even once. I said to 

Paul, óThis is going to be a huge song for the church.ô I 

knew in my heart that it would be so.ò The song today has 

become part of the worship of millions of Christians around 

the world. 

 Both Lenny and Paul continue to write and record 

songs, teach worship seminars, and lead great crowds in 

praise to the Lord around the world. Yet, the ministry that 

seems to be very near and dear to each of their hearts is that 

of being the worship leader in a local churchðPaul in 

Lindale, Texas and Lenny in Florence, Alabama. 

Reflection: Only when we get to heaven will we be 

able to understand the suffering of our Lord when He paid, 

on our behalf, a debt He did not owe, because we owed a 

debt we could not pay. What a wonderful Savior! 

 

Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40 

years, and has written widely on the background of great 

hymns and worship songs including the books I Could Sing 

of Your Love Forever (2008) and The Sacrifice of Praise 

(2002). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Living out the Living Word ðby Justin Lonas 
 

Suffering Rightly: Christ Is Our Example  

1 Peter 2:11-25 

 
Part six of an expositional series on 1 Peter. 

 

As we have seen before, the theme of Peterôs first 

epistle is an encouragement of persecuted believers and an 

appeal for them to live in righteousness in the face of that 

persecution. The latter half of chapter two represents Peterôs 

clearest statement of his main theme in the book. 

 The book has, up to this point, developed a cadence 

between exposition of the wonders of God and exhortations 

of the responsibility of believers. Peterôs first discourse on 

righteous living (1:13-22) follows his description of Godôs 

work in salvation (1:3-12), showing that our lives should 

reflect the gift bestowed on usðwe should strive after 

holiness because we have been bought by a holy God. The 

next, an exhortation to long for the Scriptures (2:1-3), flows 

from a reminder of the power of the word from Isaiah 40 

(1:23-25). He continues with a stunning depiction of Godôs 

plan for His people (2:4-10) which leads us to his 
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description of how this ñholy nationò and ñroyal 

priesthoodò should comport themselves in the present 

reality (2:11-25). 

 At the outset of this section, Peter again refers to 

his readers as ñaliens and strangersò (as in 1:1), again using 

the word parepidǛmos and adding paroikosðboth words 

used to describe resident foreignersðto emphasize that 

though their residence was on earth, their citizenship was in 

heaven. Bearing their position in mind, he urges them ñto 

abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul,ò 

and to ñkeep [their] behavior excellent among the Gentiles, 

so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, 

they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them 

glorify God in the day of visitationò (2:11-12). 

 In the midst of this exhortation, he introduces a new 

motivation for righteous livingðfor the benefit of the 

unsaved, to see God glorified. This idea is not unique to 

Peter; he seems to be echoing Jesusô teaching of Matthew 

5:13-16, with added emphasis on living righteously amid 

persecution and slander. These parallel passages send a 

clear message that living according to the Lordôs precepts 

can bring Him double honor by drawing unbelievers, even 

those who violently oppose the faith, to Christ as they 

observe Christiansô responses to their actions. A life above 

reproach augments the truth of the Gospel we proclaim, 

preaching a living message to a watching world. Because of 

that witness, when God calls to them (a likely interpretation 

of the ñday of visitationò), they will respond and praise His 

name. 

 Verses 13-20 flow from Peterôs injunction as he 

gives examples of the type of godly behavior to which he 

calls his readers. He urges his readers to submit to human 

authorities (vv. 13-15), to exercise their spiritual freedom 

wisely (v. 16), to honor all men (v. 17), to be good servants 

(v. 18), and to patiently endure suffering for Christôs sake 

(vv. 19-20). 

 His first instruction, deference to the government, is 

particularly prescient to the contemporary Western Church 

that is often quite politically active. Peter deftly explains the 

purpose of government authorities (though not explicitly 

reminding us that their authority comes from God as Paul 

does in Rom. 13:1) and urges his readers to live within the 

law of the land so that they might ñsilence the ignorance of 

foolish men.ò  

This was written to the subjects of a very real ñevil 

emperorò (Nero) who had no reason whatsoever to trust the 

authorities. How much more, then, should those of us who 

live in democracies with laws that, on balance, strive to 

preserve justice and freedom live at peace with the 

authorities? I do not believe that Christians should abstain 

from all political activityða large part of submitting to the 

authorities in a democratic society is voting and otherwise 

participating in the political process. However, when we 

publicly dishonor and show lack of respect for those in 

authority over us or when we flout the laws we disagree 

with, our attitudes send a very mixed message to the world.  

In verse 16, Peter tells his readers to, ñAct as free 

men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, 

but use it as bondslaves of God.ò Paul devotes a lot of time 

to this in his letters, especially Romans 6 and 1 Corinthians 

8-12, but again, Peter is quite succinctðhe either has taught 

his readers in more detail about this previously or assumes 

that a reminder will suffice because of their maturity as 

believers. In both Peter and Paulôs writings, we are exhorted 

to use our freedom to pursue the highest and best road of 

righteousness, never as an excuse to shirk responsibility and 

engage in activities that bring shame to the Lord. In context, 

this fits with the previous directive to submit to the 

authoritiesðin Christ, we are under His authority, and our 

treatment of the earthly authorities He has placed over us 

should reflect our true allegiance. We are free to be the best 

citizens and neighbors we can be as Godôs servants on 

earth. 

Peter further extends our submission for authority 

to respect for others. He writes that we are to, ñHonor all 

people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the kingò (v. 

17). This short list leaves no one out of the scope of the 

Christianôs esteem, but it is interesting to note the different 

actions he commands. We are to timaǾ, meaning to prize or 

to value, mankind in general and the kingðas fellow 

humans created in Godôs image, they are worthy of our care 

and honor. We should agapaǾ (love, particularly a deep, 

selfless love), however, our fellow believersðwe owe to 

the family of God an allegiance that goes far beyond the 

general goodwill toward mankind. We are to phobeǾ (to 

fear or reverence) the LordðHis power is the impetus and 

enabler for our dealings with all men and our first loyalty. 

Peter also singles out servants, urging them to ñbe 

submissive to your masters with all respect,ò even to ñthose 

who are unreasonableò (v. 18)ðgiven what we know of 

conditions for servants and slaves in the first century, this is 

a high calling, and one that we should call to mind 

whenever we are tempted to grumble against those who 

oversee our work. 

Why should we live this way (aside from the more-

than-sufficient ñbecause God said soò and ñfor the benefit 

of the unsavedò)? Because to do so ñfinds favor with 

Godòðparticularly when we respond to persecution with 

dignity and grace. There is nothing special, Peter says, 

about patiently enduring just punishment for sin, but God is 

greatly honored when ña person bears up under sorrows 

when suffering unjustlyò (v. 19). There is no shame (in fact, 

there is great honor) in being persecuted for your faith, but 

do not give persecutors reason to punish you because of sin 

(v. 20). 

 There is one man who perfectly modeled this 

lifestyle for us, patiently suffering the most vile treatment 

man could offerðthe God-man Christ Jesus. Peter writes, 

ñFor you have been called for this purpose, since Christ 
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also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to 

follow in His steps, óWho committed no sin, nor was any 

deceit found in His mouth;ô and while being reviled, He did 

not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, 

but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteouslyò 

(vv. 21-23).  

In quoting from Isaiah 53, he reminds his readers 

that their persecution was foreshadowed in the suffering of 

Christ, who gave His life voluntarily and went to His cross 

with the poise that comes from trusting wholly in the 

Fatherôs plan. This same suffering, and yielding our rights 

and demands to those who would torment us for His nameôs 

sake, is the calling of every believer, a theme which Peter 

revisits frequently for the remainder of the book. 

 Christ is so much more than just a good example, 

however. Peter continues, ñHe himself bore our sins in His 

body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. For you 

were continuously straying like sheep, but now you have 

returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your soulsò (vv. 

24-25). He is worthy to be followed not just because of His 

actions, but because His actions were undertaken in the 

power of God to break the power of sin and redeem us. It is 

only in Him and by His power that we are able to keep from 

straying and attain to His calling for us.  

 As is the case throughout Scripture, Peterôs epistle 

does not issue empty commands or give us a list of actions 

to follow for the sake of moralityðthe call to righteousness 

he conveys is firmly grounded in what God has done for us 

through Christ the Savior. In carrying out His eternal plan 

in a moment in time some 2,000 years ago, He has become 

also our ultimate role model. Once we have been redeemed, 

following Christ is our call, but as Peter so directly reminds 

us, it is a call to suffering before it is a call to glory. 

 

Justin Lonas is the editor of Disciple Magazine. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church Buildersðby Bernard R. DeRemer 

 

The Apostle of Follow-Up: Dawson Trotman 
 

It was a lovely summer day in 1956 and the young 

people at Schroon Lake, N.Y., were enjoying a full range of 

recreational activities. Suddenly a cry went upða girl had 

fallen into the water from a speed boat. Dawson Trotman 

dived in and managed to hold her above the water until 

rescuers reached her. But he sank into the depths, ending a 

remarkable life and career. The caption of Time Magazineôs 

obituary read, ñAlways holding someone up.ò 

 Trotman was born in 1906 at Bisbee, Ariz., so frail 

that life was a struggle. His parents divorced, but he showed 

a deep interest in spiritual things from an early age, 

becoming active in Christian Endeavor Society meetings. 

After graduating from high school, however, he turned 

away from that lifestyle to enjoy ñthe partying life of the 

roaring 1920s.ò 

 Then, after a harrowing experience of saving a 

friend from drowning in a mountain lake, Trotman made a 

firm commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. Earlier, he had 

memorized Scripture; now he was to establish ña pattern of 

evangelism and follow-up that has been used or imitated by 

nearly all evangelistic parachurch agencies and many 

churches in Americaò for many decades. 

 Trotman joined the Fishermenôs Club, a group 

dedicated to publicly witnessing for Christ. Twice he 

enrolled in Christian colleges ñonly to withdraw because of 

the urgency he felt for continuing the ministry in which he 

was already engaged.ò 

 In 1932, he married Lila Clayton and they labored 

together, ñusing their home as a center for witnessing and 

discipleship.ò Trotman founded The Navigators in 1933. 

His plan included memorizing Scripture for the discipline 

of godliness and the preparation for personal witness. He 

began with naval personnel in southern California, but 

expanded his ministry to college and university campuses 

nationwide. Eventually, a training center at Glen Eyrie in 

Colorado Springs, Colo., was founded. 

 The central focus of The Navigators was 

discipleshipðthe training in the Scriptures and spiritual 

disciplines that carry believers from conversion to a more 

mature walk with Christ. Trotman rightly recognized the 

vital importance of this process to the propagation of the 

Gospel message, as new believers needed training to grow 

into evangelists and disciple-makers themselves. His legacy 

lives on in the ongoing work of The Navigators and in the 

follow-up programs incorporated into the evangelistic 

crusades of Billy Graham and others because of his 

influence. 

 Today, The Navigatorsô staff of over 60 

nationalities works in more than 100 countries to multiply 

laborers for Christ. Trotman was widely used by God to 

influence others in ministry, including Campus Crusade for 

Christ, Young Life, Mission Aviation Fellowship, 

Operation Mobilization, the International Mission Board of 

the Southern Baptist Convention, and Wycliffe Bible 

Translators. These last two are the largest missionary 

organizations in the world. 

 This ñApostle of Follow-up,ò who was born to 

reproduce, planned and prepared well. ñBlessed are the 



Page 13 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 10, 5/24 /2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

dead who die in the Lordéand their works do follow themò 

(Rev. 14:13). 

 

Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of 

heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for 

Pulpit Helps Magazine. He continues to serve in this 

capacity as a volunteer contributor to Disciple. He lives in 

West Liberty, Ohio. 

 

Reference: ñDawsò, by Mark Center, in More Than 

Conquerors. Excerpts used by permission of Moody 

Publishers.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Counselorôs Cornerðby James Rudy Gray 

 
How Do You Talk to Yourself? 
 

Editorôs note: Rudy was unable to provide a 

column this month, so weôve delved into the archives to 

bring you this installment from the January 2000 issue of 

Pulpit Helps. Thank you. 

 

Every person engages in what has been called self-

talk. These are the words, thoughts, and images with which 

we tell ourselves about everything. What we tell ourselves 

determines how we think, feel, and act to a large degree.  

Jesus said, ñYou shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you freeò (John 8:32). Real freedom is not 

simply doing whatever we please but having the power and 

will to do what is right. But, how do we know what is right? 

Godôs Word is our standard. D. L. Moody once suggested 

that arguing about how crooked a stick was would 

accomplish nothing. However, if we lay it beside something 

we know is straight, then we can determine how crooked it 

is.  

We tell ourselves many different things. Are they 

true? Sometimes Christians can develop toxic-type beliefs 

that do not square with Scripture. Instead of telling 

ourselves the truth, we tell ourselves something else. These 

unbiblical thoughts are like that crooked stick. How 

crooked is it? We will know when we allow Scripture to be 

our guide.  

What do you tell yourself? A good exercise would 

be to consciously take notes on your thoughts, especially 

the negative or unscriptural thoughts you have. Examine 

and even write down the messages you send yourself. Then 

take those thoughts captive by choosing to believe and obey 

Godôs Word.  

For example, you may feel unworthy and tell 

yourself that you cannot do a certain job or that you donôt 

deserve good things in your life. However, the great 

doctrine of justification (our legal position or standing 

before God) declares that we are righteous because of our 

position in Christ. We are loved, accepted, and forgiven 

based on His merit, not ours. We can choose to believe that 

truth and allow it to influence our feelings or we can allow 

our toxic thoughts and misbeliefs to enslave us to defeat 

and emotional distress.  

A common misbelief many people have is that they 

must be in control of everything. The Bible says God is 

sovereign. He is in control of everything. If God is in 

control, we are not. We can be faithful, but we cannot be 

sovereign. To accept His control is to be able to rest.  

We could believe, as many people do, that 

everyone we meet should like us. The truth is they wonôt. 

Not everyone liked Jesus. If we carefully read Jesusô prayer 

in John 17, we can get some insight into what we might call 

our Lordôs self-talk. What comforted Jesus was His Fatherôs 

truth, not His circumstances.  

Happiness cannot be found by striving to find it. It 

is experienced as a by-product of right or good happenings. 

Joy, however, comes from God, feels as good as or better 

than happiness, and is based on Godôs Spirit, not what 

happens to us. You can feel lonely and yet not grow 

discouraged or disheartened. Godôs child is never alone. 

Jesus said, ñI will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake 

youò (Heb. 13:5).  

Examine how you talk to yourself. Take those 

beliefs, words, and ideas that bind and bother you and 

challenge them with Godôs Truth. Choose to believe and 

obey the truth. As you keep doing this, you will find more 

and more freedom for living and less emotional distress in 

life that distracts you from fully obeying the Lord. 

 

James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by 

the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a 

member of the American Association of Christian 

Counselors. He serves as the pastor of  Utica Baptist 

Church in Seneca, S.C.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Review 
 

Reaching and Teaching: A Call to Great Commission 

Obedience, M. David Sills, 2010, Moody Publishers, 

Chicago, ISBN 9780802450296, 227 pages, $16.99, 

softcover 

 
 Christian missions in the last 50-75 years has 

shifted into overdrive. Since missionaries and missiologists 

first began realizing that ñall the nationsò Christ referred to 

in Matthew 28:19 (panta ta ethne in Greek) had a much 

broader meaning than simply the geopolitical entities we 

call countries, the drive to send messengers of the Gospel to 

every unreached people group on the globe has expanded 

the Church to never-before-seen levels. 

 While this explosion of activity has clearly been a 

God-ordained, Spirit-led movement, in Reaching and 

Teaching, M. David Sills stands up to say, ñslow downò to 

the missionary establishment, calling readersô attention to 

the full scope of Christôs mandate for the nations. Sills, a 

former missionary in Ecuador and current professor of 

Christian missions and cultural anthropology at Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., points out 

that the fast-track approach to world evangelization often 

overlooks a key component of the missionary call that is 

biblically mandated and was historically integrated into 

mission enterprisesðthe theological training of national 

believers. 

 Sills looks at the state of some of the people groups 

who have been ñreachedò and finds that many individuals 

are falling into heresy, syncretism, and cults because of the 

lack of adequate training in Scripture and biblical 

application. He reports that the consistent response to his 

question for national leaders, ñWhat is your greatest need?ò 

is ñMore trained pastors.ò  

The foundation of the bookôs argument is the 

second part of the Great Commission in Matthew 18:20a, 

ñTeaching them to obey all that I commanded you.ò Sills 

calls to task those who promote speed over substance in 

reaching the nations, arguing that we cannot (and should 

not) rush to check people groups off the list for the goal of 

speeding Christôs return. He returns over and over again to 

these words of Christ as a clear reminder that ñtraining in 

righteousnessò (2 Tim. 3:16) is just as crucial to the 

missionary task as evangelism and church planting, and that 

its omission constitutes a failure to fully obey the Lord.  

 Reaching addresses this shortcoming by making a 

biblical and practical case for theological training and 

studying the example of the Apostle Paulôs ministry. Sills 

goes on to look at the nuts-and-bolts application of training, 

such as who should teach (missionaries, nationals, or both), 

what should be taught, techniques/methods, orality, and 

contextualization.  

 While Sills seems to make some straw-man 

arguments early in the book (regarding the scope of 

abandonment of theological training by mission agencies), 

his overall premise is quite sound and ripe for instructing 

todayôs Church. The tone of his book is definitely one of 

encouragement and exhortation, rather than a tearing down 

of the prevailing strategies. His winsome appeal is 

accessible to any readers interested in missions, yet does 

not pull any punches at a missiological level. His themes 

need to be encountered and applied by pastors, missions 

committees, missionaries, and sending agencies to their 

ministries and methods. Donôt let Reaching and Teaching 

escape your list of must-read ministry books for 2010. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Target: All/Missionaries 

Type: Missiology 

Take: Highly Recommended 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

News Update 
 

Three Samaritanôs Purse Workers Missing in 

Darfur, Sudan 
DeMoss News reports that three Samaritanôs Purse 

employees have been abducted in Sudan.  

The team, comprised of two Sudanese men and one 

36-year-old American woman from California, was 

traveling in a two-vehicle convoy when they were stopped 

by a group of armed men 25 miles southwest of Nyala in 

Sudanôs Darfur region early Tuesday evening. Samaritanôs 

Purse is working with U.S. and Sudanese government 

officials to secure the safe return of its staff. 

ñI have visited Darfur several times and it is one of 

the most difficult places in the world to work. Iôm asking 

for the prayers from people around the world for a quick 

resolution and the safe return of our Samaritanôs Purse 

staff,ò said Franklin Graham, president and CEO of 

Samaritanôs Purse.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Indian Missionaries Call It a ñPrivilegeò to Suffer 
The Christian Post reports that Bible college 

students in India are calling the recent attack on their school 
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a ñprivilege.ò Seven students were seriously injured when 

attackers brandishing sticks, iron rods and fluorescent light 

tubes broke into the schoolôs cafeteria on May 9.  

ñThrough this situation I learned what the Bible 

means when it says, óBlessed are those who suffer for 

Christ,ôò said Hemanti Kashyap, who was struck in the 

stomach with an iron rod. ñThis opposition was the test of 

my faith to march forward and to share the Gospel. They hit 

my stomach with an iron rod and I was injured, but I am 

grateful to the Lord Jesus who kept me safe to be a witness 

for Him.ò  

Another student, Sunil Pattanayap, said, ñFor a 

moment I was shocked about why this was happening to 

me. Then I understood that the time had come for me to 

glorify His name.ò Three students are still recovering at a 

hospital with broken bones. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Haiti: M ore Than 1 Million Still Homeless 
Food for the Poor reports that more than 1 million 

people in Haiti are still homeless following Januaryôs 

crippling earthquake. Thousands of people are still living in 

tent cities outside of Port-au-Prince and other areas, despite 

the coming of the rainy season.  

ñI donôt have a house. I have no place to stay. I 

have nothing,ò said Elna, 40, who now lives in a tent with 

dry palm leaves for a roof. ñSomeone had to give me a cup 

to drink water out of.ò  

During rainstorms, Elna and Isna get drenched if 

they canôt run beneath someone elseôs overhanging tarp. 

ñWe just stand here in the rain,ò Elna said. ñEven if the 

insects come in here and bite us, we have no place else to 

go, so we have to sit here and take it.ò 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

University Finds Students Guilty over Pro-Life 

Display 
Eight members of the University of Calgaryôs 

(Alberta) pro-life club, Campus Pro-Life (CPL), have been 

found guilty after closed-door hearings late last month over 

their presentation of a pro-life display on campus, says the 

group. 

The Universityôs acting associate vice-provost, 

Meghan Houghton, told the students that she was issuing ña 

formal written warningò that if the students ñfail to comply 

with directives of Campus Security staff in the futureò it 

will ñresult in more severe sanctions.ò Houghton conducted 

the hearings, at which the students were denied legal 

representation, and was the sole decision-maker in the 

guilty verdict. 

ñWe are going to challenge this verdict,ò stated 

Alanna Campbell, CPL President. ñWe did not break a 

single University by-law or regulation and so we will 

defend ourselves accordingly. We will also not cease 

exercising our rights to free speech just because theyôre 

threatening us.  Iôd rather be expelled as a principled person 

than graduate a coward.ò 

Last month, after having set up the GAP (Genocide 

Awareness Project) pro-life display on campus for the ninth 

time since 2006, members of the group were notified that 

they were being charged with a ñMajor Violationò under 

Section 4.10 of the University of Calgaryôs Non-Academic 

Misconduct Policy. The cited reason was the studentsô 

ñfailure to comply with a Campus Security officer or 

University official in legitimate pursuit of his/her dutiesò 

when asked to turn their signs inward or leave campus. 

LifeSiteNews 

 

India Urged to End ñCulture of Impunity ò  
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) released a 

briefing on Friday highlighting the pattern of communal 

violence against Christians in India.  

CSW urged that Indiaôs culture of impunity be 

reversed to ensure that inciters and perpetrators of 

communal violence expect to be brought to justice. The 

briefing, ñCommunalism, Anti-Christian Violence and the 

Lawò, focuses on the aftermath of communal violence in 

Orissa in 2008, and the ñregular, frequent attacksò on 

Christians concentrated in six other states, typically in the 

form of well-targeted mob violence.  

The briefing also calls for the repeal of anti-

conversion laws in force in five states, saying they are 

unnecessary, contrary to international law and have a 

damaging effect on religious minorities. Additionally, the 

penalization of Dalits (members of the ñuntouchableò lower 

caste) who change their religion should also be redressed. 

Religion Today Summaries 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Helpsðfrom www.sermonhall.com 

 
Sermon Outlines 
Godôs Power to Change Us 

Ezekiel 36:26  

I. He Changes the Heart. 

A. The Contaminated heart (Matt. 15:19). 

B. The Cleansed heart (Ps. 51:10).  

C. The Communicating heart (Ps. 19:14). 

II. He Changes the Habits. 

A. Obedience to Ten Commandments (Ex. 20). 

B. Obedience to Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7). 

C. Obedience to the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). 

III.  He Changes the Home. 
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A. Love in the home (1 Cor. 13). 

B. Literature in the home (2 Tim. 2:15). 

C. Learning in the home (Ps. 143:10).  

Croft M. Pentz 

 

No Roots, No Fruits 
John 15:8  

I. Fruit Requires Roots. 

A. The root is a principle structure (Matt. 13:5-6). 

B. To destroy the tree, start with the roots (Matthew 

3:10; Mark 11:20). 

C. The depth of the root determines the height and 

breadth of growth (Matt. 13:5-6). 

D. The location of the root determines the health of 

the tree (Jn. 15:4-5; Eph. 3:17; Ps. 1:3; Jer. 17:7-8). 

E. Plant your roots in the local church. 

II. Fruit Requires Time. 

A. What is fruit?  (Gal. 5:22-23). 

B. The life cycle is determined and governed by 

laws of nature (Num. 17:8). 

1. Budding  

2. Blossoming 

3. Yielding 

Conclusion: ñEvery branch in me that beareth not fruit he 

taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 

purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruitò (John 15:2) 

Luther A. Sexton 

 

Sermon Illustrations 
Ecclesiastical Quarrels 

A gentleman who was in the company with the late 

John Newton of London lamented the violent disputes that 

often took place among Christians respecting the non-

essentials of Christianity, and particularly church 

government.  

ñMany,ò he said, ñseem to give their chief attention 

to such topics, and take more pleasure in talking on these 

disputable points than on spiritual religion, the love of 

Christ, and the privileges of His people.ò  

ñSir,ò said the venerable old man, ñdid you ever see 

a whale-ship? I am told that when the fish is struck with the 

harpoon, and feels the smart of the wound, it sometimes 

makes for the boat, and would probably dash it to pieces. 

To prevent this, they throw a cask overboard; and when it is 

staved to pieces, they throw over another. Now, sir, church 

government is the tub which Satan has thrown over to the 

people of whom you speak.ò 

Anonymous 

 

 

Layers of Self 

ñMan is like an onion, layer after layer, and each a 

layer of self in some form. Strip off self-righteousness and 

you will come to self-trust. Get beneath this and you will 

come to self-seeking and self-pleasing. Even when we think 

these are abandoned, self-will betrays its presence. When 

this is stripped off, we come to self-defense, just as the 

Corinthians didðthe word of the puffed upðand last of all, 

self-glory. When this seems to be abandoned, the heart of 

the human onion discloses pride that boasts of being truly 

humble.ò 

A.T. Pierson 

 

Bulletin Inserts 
On Christian Behavior 

Goodness consists not in the outward things we do, but in 

the inward thing we are.  

Edwin Hubbell Chapin  
 

If you find a man that has very high thoughts of himself he 

will have very low thoughts of God.  
 

Christianity isnôt worth the snap of a finger if it doesnôt 

straighten out character.  

These two from Dwight L. Moody 

 

Christians are the only product where the content improves 

while the package is deteriorating. And when the expiration 

date arrives it is at its best. Then the Maker recalls it and 

takes it on to something far better.  

Chuck Weaver 

 

Right is right if nobody does it and wrong is wrong even if 

everybody does it.  
 

Mature believers should use their strength to undergird, not 

overpower.  
 

Be patient with the faults of others. After all, they have to 

be patient with yours.  

These three via the Old Union Reminder 
 

Churches donôt need new members half as much as they 

need the old bunch made over.  

Billy Sunday 
 

Neither shame nor be ashamed of the Gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

R. Whitson Seaman 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Puzzles and óToons 
 

Church óToons 

By Joe McKeever

 
 

 

Answers to Last Issueôs Puzzles:

  

 

Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham 

By Mark Oshman 

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, September1995 
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