
Page 1 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 11, 6/14/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

Table of Contents: 

Babel and the Perils of Prayerlessness -   -   -   -   -   -  1 
ñClap Your Hands, All Peoplesò-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 3 

Exegetically Speaking -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   5 

Following God-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   7 

Christians in the World -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  9 

Words to Stand You on Your Feet -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  9 

Jewels from Past Giants-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -10  

Marks of the Master-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  13 

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel-   -   -   -   -  14 

Book Reviews-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   15 

Sermon Helps-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   16 

News Update-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -17 

Puzzles and óToons-  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -19

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Babel and the Perils of Prayerlessness 
By Rick Shepherd 
 

In Genesis 11, we find one of the clearest pictures 

of the heart of the human raceða heart apart from God, a 

heart and mind that desires to exalt oneself, to act 

independently of God, to be proud, arrogant, self-sufficient, 

self-serving, and with that, self-congratulatoryðñI did it/we 

did itò with no thought of how God has supplied the 

wherewithal to accomplish all that has occurred. With that 

attitude is also an action of prayerlessnessðno true prayer, 

that is.  

Genesis 11:4 reports the plans of those born years 

after the Flood, ñlet us build ourselves a city, and a 

towerélet us make a name for ourselves, lest we be 

scatteredò over the earth. Note the references to ñusò and 

ñweò and the lack of references to God. They were living 

life with no thought of God, of what He wants or what He 

says. Note also they were in direct opposition to Godôs 

original plan to be fruitful in order to ñfill the earthò given 

first to Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:28) and given again to 

Noah and his sons in Genesis 9:1 after the Flood.  

These are attitudes and actions of prayerlessnessð

no link to seeking God, no link to desiring the will of God. 

They were not concerned with exalting and expressing the 

image of God throughout the earth as God desired (Genesis 

1). God saw these attitudes as destructive. He stated, 

ñNothing which they propose to do will be impossible for 

them,ò literally ñnothingéwill be withheld from themòðno 

restraints (Genesis 11: 6). With a single language they 

would be prone to greater unity in resisting God and, in 

turn, missing out on His best, His will.  

In His great wisdom, God put restrictions on 

themðmultiple languages to break up the unified rebellion, 

weaken their selfish independence, and scatter them over 

the earth. That could also potentially lead them to greater 

dependence on Him. God puts restrictions and boundaries 

on people to lead them to Himself, to see Him more clearly, 

to see sin and wrong for what it is, and to comprehend a 

measure of His mercy, even in tough times (see Acts 17:26-

31). 

The city where this occurred became known as 

Babel (ñConfusionò), because there God mixed and 

mingled the language into many languages to redirect their 

attention (11:9). This did not cure the problem. It only 

restrained it. The attitudes persisted. Genesis 10:10 tells us 

that Nimrod was the leader of this city. He also built other 

cities such as Ninevah. In these cities superstition, false 

religion, and all kinds of idolatry found fruitful soil.  

Throughout history we see reflections of that same 

independent, proud heartðñI will make a name for myself; 

I can do it myself; I will exalt myself, look at all I have 

built/done/written/said/earned/amassedé.ò There are a 

million things people are proud about but not thankful to 

God for (Romans 1:21) and a million things people want to 

take credit for without acknowledging God and His gifts, 

starting with oneôs very breath. He gives all life, breath, and 

all thingsðthat covers everything (see Acts 17:24-26). The 

breath to receive the oxygen to burn the food to activate the 

energy to create and write and draw and invent and repair 

and build and cook and help others and, well, you get the 

picture.  

This attitude is approaching fever-pitch in the 

United States. Abraham Lincoln saw this in his dayðhe 

called for a ñNational Day of Humiliation, Fasting and 

Prayerò for March 30, 1863. Note these words: ñIt is the 

duty of nations...to own their dependence upon the 

overruling power of God, to confess their sins...with 

assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy... 

The awful calamity of civil war...may be but a punishment 

inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins.ò  

Lincoln openly stated, ñWe have been the 

recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven....We have 

grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has 

ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten 

the gracious Hand which preserved us in peace, and 

multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have 

vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all 

these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom 

and virtue of our own.ò  

Carefully read Lincolnôs conclusion. ñIntoxicated 

with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient 

to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too 

proud to pray to the God that made us! It behooves us then 
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to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess 

our national sins and to pray for...forgiveness.ò 

We do not see Lincolnôs attitude in the leadership 

of today, including too many of our churches. God is 

allowing us to go our own way, but there is a point where 

He will say ñenoughò and then we will begin to see revival 

or ruin .  

Ninevah experienced that choiceðit was in the 

days of reluctant Jonah who thundered the message like a 

headline, ñForty Days and Doom Descendsò (see Jonah 

3:4). The king got the message and called for fasting and 

repentance. God showed mercyðrevival among this very 

Gentile city with the heritage of Nimrod.  

God is able to work in answer to prayer, in 

conjunction with one obedient voice. As Jonathan stated in 

1 Samuel 14:6, ñthe Lord is not restrained to save by many 

or by few.ò He can work His work as He pleases using 

whom He pleases when He pleases. Nebuchadnezzar stated 

that in Daniel 4:35. So did Job in Job 23:13 and the 

psalmist in Psalm 115:3. And in doing that, He has chosen 

many, many times to fulfill His works in answer to prayer. 

What a hope we have in God! We find that cry three times 

in Psalm 42:5, 11 and 43:5ðñwhy are you in despair, O my 

soul? Why have you become disturbed within me? Hope in 

God, for I shall again praise Him for the help of His 

presence.ò  

The latest war cries against prayer in the USA are 

clear examples of those who do not depend on God, do not 

believe in Him, and do not pray to Him. But we should not 

expect them toðthey do not know Him or they are out of 

fellowship with Him. Please note that this anti-prayer 

sentiment has been around for awhile. Daniel faced it 

around 539 BC. Where was he? In Babylon, the very 

territory of the original ñNo-Prayer-Zone,ò Babel. Certain 

government officials worked the system to get a law passed 

that outlawed Danielôs kind of praying and allowed only 

pagan prayingðpraying to the king (that would be 

flattering, if you were the kingðfoolish, but flattering). 

Daniel continued to pray ñas was his customò (6:10) and he 

was arrested, tried, and sentenced to the lionôs den. The 

Lord chose to rescue him out of that and brought swift 

justice on those who had sought to destroy him.  

The Lord has a way of dealing with those who try 

to erase evidence of Him at work. While many are plotting, 

planning, and scheming against Christians and their 

praying, He is in Heaven, enthroned, carrying out His will, 

answering prayer, and, according to Psalm 2:4, laughing. 

He does not pace the floors at night or lose sleepðin fact, 

He never sleeps or slumbers, no dozing off or sleeping on 

the job. He is ever alert, ever aware of exactly what is going 

on, and He is ever on schedule to accomplish His full will. 

Just wait and you will seeðall will see.  

Today, He calls us to pray. Even when His people 

were under His chastening hand in Babylon, He 

commanded them to seek the peace of the city where they 

were in exile and to ñpray to the Lord on its behalfòðto 

intercede for peace and well-being from God in that place 

(Jeremiah 29:7). We can do the same for each of our 

citiesðwhere God has placed you or me. 

One final noteðduring this yearôs National Day of 

Prayer, millions of people who claim to be Christian did not 

spend any extra time (or any time) in prayer, did not gather 

with others to pray, did not encourage others to prayðthey 

simply went about their day as usual. So, we should not 

complain about those who do not pray on a National Day of 

Prayerðeducators, professors, government leaders or 

workers, bosses, school mates, neighbors, etc.ðthey are 

simply living out their beliefs. What we truly believe (Old 

English word ñby-liveò) we live by. All the rest is just 

religious talk, meaningless, empty. We need to pray for 

those who do not prayðthey are missing out on fellowship 

with God, on answers to prayer, on talking to Him about 

their sorrows, grief, hurts, and questions. We can encourage 

them, even urge them to pray, to call on the Lord, especially 

for salvation, then for all of life.  

What is my life, your lifeða reflection of Babel or 

a reflection of Heaven? Are you a ñSelf-directed Tower 

Builderò trying to rule over heaven and earth and your own 

life without God, or are you a Spirit-directed follower of 

Jesus, joining in prayer, looking to Him as He rules over all, 

building His Kingdom? What does your daily prayer life 

reflect? Look in the mirror of the Word and adjust 

accordingly.  

© 2010, Rick Shepherd. Used by permission.  

Rick Shepherd and his wife Linda make their home in 
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the Department of Prayer and Spiritual Awakening for the 

Florida Baptist Convention since 2000. Before that he 
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is also one of the authors in the Following God Series from 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

ñClap Your Hands, All Peoplesò: Worship and the ChurchðPart 5 
By Tim Schoap 

 
This is the fifth article in a series on worship. 

Previous articles have defined worship as ascribing supreme 

worth to God, ñproclaiming His excellencies.ò Weôve said 

that in Christ, worship has been transformed from the 

largely formal service of the Old Testament, localized in the 

Tabernacle and the Temple, to something that touches all of 

life.  

Our focus has been on corporate worship as the 

Body of Christ. And as we come together to offer God our 

worship, weôve said that our worship must be Trinitarian, 

worshipping God as He has revealed Himself: Father, Son, 

and Spirit. It must be Word-saturated, so that the content of 

our worship is permeated with Scripture, teaching us who 

God is and what He has done. And weôve said that our 

worship must be Gospel-centered, recognizing that we were 

lost in sin, enemies of God, yet He reached out and brought 

us to Himself through Jesusô death on the cross.  

Weôve looked at the role of music in worship. We 

said music helps us express our unity in the Gospel as we 

sing together. It helps us remember Godôs Word because 

we tend to remember what we sing. And we saw from 

Scripture that God wants our worship to be creative, to sing 

His praise with a variety of music, new, old, vocal, and 

instrumental, and He wants our worship to be marked by 

excellence. And finally, we said that our music should be 

filled with God-honoring emotion.  

Discussing emotion in worship brings us to the 

subject of this article: physical expression in worship. I 

know many have strong feelings on this subject. This 

message may be a challenge to hear, but itôs important that 

we look at every issue from a biblical perspective, not our 

personal preference. And itôs important that we wrestle with 

the hard issues, not ignore them.  

So it is good to consider, why are so many strong 

Bible-teaching churches so reserved in our worship? There 

could be many reasons. Some may restrict a physical 

response because they donôt want others to think they are 

overly emotional or trying to show off. Some may not want 

to distract others or bring attention to themselves. Many of 

us have seen abuse in this area, barking, maniacal laughing, 

being slain in spirit, etc., and so we rightly do not want to 

draw othersô attention from God to ourselves. And some 

may simply be unaware of what Scripture says about the 

topic. 

Whether you are naturally expressive or naturally 

not, there is much for all of us to learn here, because it is 

clear that physical expression in worship is commanded in 

Scripture. Yes, I said ñcommandedò. Worship was never 

meant to be a mere intellectual engagement with biblical 

truth. Romans 12:1 makes this clear, ñpresent your bodies a 

living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship.ò First Corinthians 6:20 tells us 

we ñwere bought with a price. So glorify God in your 

body.ò  

God created our bodies to glorify Him. It is true 

that Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 6 are not speaking 

specifically to corporate worship, but both make clear that 

the physical part of our life is important. Love of God is to 

be expressed through all that we are. ñAnd you shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strengthò 

(Mark 12:30). That includes the bodies Heôs given us.  

There are two groups of words translated ñworshipò 

in Scripture. The first group, Hebrew óâbad, Greek latreuǾ, 

means literally to serve, and refers to the work of the priests 

in the Tabernacle and Temple. The second group of words 

translated ñworship,ò Hebrew shâchâh, Greek, proskuneǾ, 

means to ñbow down,ò or ñbend the knee.ò Both groups 

contain the idea of physical, bodily action as an expression 

of reverence. 

Physical expression in Scripture is both 

commanded and modeled, most often by singing, which 

occurs some 60 times in the Psalms alone. But there is a 

rich blend of other physical acts as well. 

 1) Bowing and Kneeling: ñCome, let us worship 

and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our Makerò (Ps. 

95:6). These actions are also referenced in Psalm 5:7, 

45:11, 72:11, 138:2; 2 Chronicles 6:13; Daniel 6:10; and 

Philippians 2:10. 

 2) Raising Hands: ñLift up your hands to the 

sanctuary and bless the Lordò (Ps. 134:2); see also Psalm 

28:2, 63:4, 141:2; Lamentations 2:19; and 1 Timothy 2:8. 

4) Clapping: ñClap your hands, all peoples; shout 

to God with the voice of joyò (Ps. 47:1); see also Psalm 

98:8.  

5) Shouting: ñBe glad in the Lord and rejoice, you 

righteous ones; and shout for joy, all you who are upright 

in heartò (Ps. 32:1); see also Psalm 35:27, 71:23; Isaiah 

12:6; and Zephaniah 3:14. 

6) Silence: ñMy soul waits in silence for God only; 

from Him is my salvationò (Ps. 62:1); see also Psalm 4:4, 

46:10.  

7) Playing Instruments: ñPraise Him with trumpet 

sound; praise Him with harp and lyre. Praise Him with 

timbrel and dancing; praise Him with stringed instruments 

and pipe. Praise Him with loud cymbals; praise Him with 

resounding cymbalsò (Ps. 150:3-5); see also Psalm 33:2, 
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98:6, 149:3, Isaiah 38:20; 2 Samuel 6:5; and 1 Chronicles 

13:8, 15:16. 

8) Dancing: ñLet them praise His name with 

dancing; let them sing praises to Him with timbrel and 

lyreò (Ps. 149:3); see also Psalm 30:11, 150:4; Exodus 

15:20; and 2 Samuel 6:14.  

9) Standing still: ñYou who fear the Lord, praise 

Him; all you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, and stand 

in awe of Him, all you descendants of Israelò (Ps. 22:23); 

see also Psalm 33:8, 65:8, 119:161; and Isaiah 29:23. 

Given what Scripture says, can we really command 

a particular physical response in worship? Should I tell my 

people to, ñsing like you mean it,ò or, ñraise your hands to 

Him,ò during the worship service? I suppose I could, but I 

think it would be a mistake. Commanding a particular 

physical response will more than likely produce an artificial 

response, not a genuine one. Or still more likely, sullen 

looks and abject refusal. I know my people.  

Some question whether it is accurate to say that 

God commands us (Christians today) to clap our hands, to 

lift them in praise, or to dance in worship. Rather, they say 

God encourages physical expression in worship, but leaves 

it to us to do what weôre comfortable with. Iôm not so sure.  

When we seek to apply Old Testament commands 

today, there are generally three possibilities. First, some Old 

Testament commands were meant to be fulfilled in Christ, 

and no longer apply. Commands regarding burnt offerings, 

sacrifice, are the most obvious examples of these. Second, 

some commands are universal and enduring for all Godôs 

people, like Deuteronomy 6:5, ñYou shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your might.ò These commands will never fade. 

Finally, some commands reflect cultural practices that were 

relevant to ancient, ethnic Israel, but which donôt need to be 

applied to us directly. An example of these commands 

would be the laws about not picking crops clean, to leave a 

little surplus for the poor and the alien. But even such 

cultural commands as these arenôt to be completely ignored. 

Rather, we must consider how they should be applied in our 

own cultural context. We may not leave the corners of our 

fields unpicked, but we do provide for the poor.  

It would be a stretch to say that the command to 

clap or raise our hands has been fulfilled in Christ. Which 

means the commands for physical expression in worship are 

either universal, enduring commands, or they are cultural 

commands which donôt govern us directly, but do provide 

principles for us to consider and apply as makes sense in 

our own culture. Iôm not sure which, but either way, I have 

to take them seriously.  

So if I simply say, ñInterpret the Bibleôs commands 

for physical expression however you are comfortable,ò it 

seems to me I would be brushing aside Godôs Word in a 

way I wouldnôt dream of doing in almost any other area. 

And I would be giving a green light to whatever keeps us 

from fervent worship, whether natural reserve, desire not to 

distract, or anything else, at the expense of Godôs Word.  

So we have to take these commands seriously. And 

in so doing, letôs start by considering why Scripture has this 

emphasis in worship: because God made us physical beings, 

not disembodied spirits. In Psalm 16:9, as David considers 

Godôs faithfulness, He responds, ñTherefore my heart is 

glad, and my whole being rejoices....ò God made us 

physical beings, and He intends that our whole being brings 

Him praise. In other words, God desires us to praise Him 

not just with our hearts, minds, and mouths, but with all that 

we are. I can tell my wife that I love her, but if I never show 

it physically, she isnôt going to believe me, and sheôd be 

right. 

But physical expression by itself is not the critical 

part of worship. Physical expression in worship must 

flow from a heart that seeks to honor God. As weôve 

already seen, God strongly rebukes those who worship with 

a disobedient heart. Physical expression in worship, without 

the desire to honor God from the heart, will hinder true 

worship, not help. 

Raising our hands in worship can express 

dependence and reverence; but without the attitude, the 

action is damning. ñWhen you spread out your hands, I will 

hide my eyes from you; even though you make many 

prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of bloodò 

(Isaiah 1:15). In our culture, singing is almost synonymous 

with worship. But when our life doesnôt match our singing, 

God doesnôt want to hear it, ñTake away from me the noise 

of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 

But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 

an ever-flowing streamò (Amos 5:23-24).  

Outward expression is not a reliable indicator of 

worship that pleases God. You can be absolutely exuberant 

in corporate worship, yet live in unrepentant sin. And you 

can show little physical expression in worship, yet have a 

profound love for God and live a life that pleases Him. We 

never prove our devotion to God by externals, because He 

looks on the heart. Our focus in worship should never be 

anywhere other than on exalting and magnifying God. If 

our worship, whether physically expressive or not, doesnôt 

come from a clear understanding of Godôs Word, His work, 

and His worth, it wonôt be all that He desires.  

And that means that we donôt help others grow in 

worship by telling them to lift their hands. We help others 

grow in worship by helping them get a firm grasp on the 

majesty of our God. By preaching and singing His Word, 

His works, and His worth, so that an understanding of who 

He is and what He has done sinks deep into our hearts. We 

need to fill our peopleôs minds with His kindness, love, 

faithfulness, mercy, and grace. We need to help them grasp 

the fact that in Him, their lives can be complete, satisfying, 

and full. And when they grasp those things, we need to 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Is.%201.15
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encourage them to let gladness and rejoicing follow. He is 

worthy of our strongest, purest affection. 

When we see Godôs beauty clearly, that can ignite 

passionate worship that exalts and honors Him. Like the 

worshippers in Nehemiah 8 who, after rebuilding the walls 

of Jerusalem, stood for six hours to hear Ezra read Godôs 

Word for the first time. And at the end, ñall the people 

answered, óAmen, Amen!ô while lifting up their hands; then 

they bowed low and worshiped the Lord with their faces to 

the groundò (Neh. 8:6). Or like David, when he brought the 

Ark back from its Philistine captivity. 2 Samuel 6:14 says 

he was dancing before the Lord with all his might, and 

when his wife accused him of acting foolishly, he declared 

that he was glad to be humiliated before the Lord (2 Samuel 

6:21-22). 

Does your worship reflect the biblical model, or 

just what you are comfortable with? Are you responding 

appropriately to the greatness, goodness, and beauty of 

God? Do your mind, heart, soul, and strength reflect joy and 

gladness for what He has done?  

We will bring this discourse on physical expression 

to a close in the next article, with a focus on practical 

application.  

 

Tim Schoap is co-pastor of Signal Mountain Bible Church 

in Signal Mountain, Tenn. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically Speakingðby Spiros Zodhiates 
 

Peterôs Confession of Jesus  
Matthew 16:13-20 
 

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, AMG 

Publishers, 2006. 

 

[13] Caesarea Philippi was a city set on the 

southwestern slope of Mount Hermon and the furthest 

distance north Jesus traveled in His earthly ministry. 

Considerably north of Galilee, the city was located near the 

source of the Jordan River. Mount Hermon was sometimes 

called Paneas, from the Greek word pán, (the neuter of pás 

[3956], all), perhaps derived from the heathen Greek god, 

Pan, during the Hellenistic era. This would correspond with 

its reputation for being a center of idol worship. 

Somewhere along the border of this city, Jesus 

asked His disciples regarding rumors concerning His Person 

and work. ñWhom (tína, the accusative interrogative 

pronoun of tís [5150], who) do the men (hoi ánthrǾpoi, with 

the definite article, meaning ñthe men who have anything to 

say at allò) say (légousin, the present tense of légǾ [3004], 

to select words to convey thought, the present tense 

highlighting regularity) that I the Son of the man am?ò 

(a.t.). 

That the verb légǾ basically means ñto selectò is 

evidenced by its association with logía ([3048], collection, 

or, in the organizational sense, of a gathering of likeminded 

persons). So we can paraphrase Jesusô question as follows: 

ñWhat is the general opinion concerning the Son of man 

among those who speak of Him?ò 

[14] Two opinions, differentiated here by the Greek 

particles men (3303) and dé (1161), can be translated, ñon 

the one hand, but on the other hand.ò 

The set of terms, hoi ([3588], translated by the first 

ñsomeò) and álloi ([243], translated by the second ñsomeò 

and meaning others of the same kind), represent groups 

those who believed Jesus was John the Baptist with those 

who believed He was Elijah. This may have been because 

Jesus identified John as ñElijah who was to comeò (Matt. 

11:14), and Luke speaks of John as going before Him 

[Jesus] ñin the spirit and power of Elijahò (Luke 1:17). 

Then the disciples used another Greek word for 

ñothers,ò not álloi but héteroi ([2087], meaning others of a 

different kind or, in this case, persuasion). These people 

classed Jesus as one of the Old Testament prophets, like 

Jeremiah. 

[15] Jesus was not concerned with the opinions 

among people who were not His disciples. He wanted to 

know what His followers thought: ñBut you, whom do you 

say that I am?ò (a.t.). Since they obviously knew His name 

and since Jesus knew what they thought, He apparently was 

seeking a public confession from them of what He was by 

predication and title. 

[16] Simon Peterôs answer was inspired, but we can 

assume that Peter answered for the other disciples since 

Jesusô question was to all: ñWhom do you [plural] sayé?ò 

(a.t.). Peter responded, ñThou (sú [4771], you, emphatic) art 

the ([3588], the definite article meaning there is only one, 

unique) Christ (christós [5547], anointed one, from the verb 

chríǾ [5548], to anoint), the Son of the living (zǾntos, the 

present participle of záǾ [2198], to live) God.ò 

The definite article ñtheò is extremely important; it 

is never used carelessly. Here it means that the Lord Jesus 

is not one of many sons; He is ñtheò only Son in His class. 

Moreover, He is not the son of a dead god but the Son of 

ñthe (i.e., only) living (the present participle indicating 

perpetuity) God.ò 

[17] This was the right answer, and because of it, 

Jesus called Peter ñblessedò (makários [3107], a state of 

internal bliss, contentment, satisfaction). The adjectival 

noun is used to characterize Godôs general nature in 
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1 Timothy 1:11. Jesus blessed Peter because the Father had 

directly revealed to him the truth about His Son. Peter did 

not conclude this from any opinion circulating among non-

disciples. 

Thus, Jesus said, ñFor flesh and blood hath not 

revealed (apekálupsen, the aorist tense of apokalúptǾ [601], 

to uncover, take the lid off) it unto thee, but my Father 

which is in heaven.ò 

Because the sense was generic, this included the 

flesh and blood of Jesus Himself. The revelation of our 

Lordôs deity was the product of the Trinity, the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. No human mediation whatsoever caused 

this revelation. Regeneration is the operation of the Spirit of 

God directly on our spirits; as Jesus said, ñThat which is 

born of the Spirit (i.e., the Spirit of God) is spirit (a 

qualitatively new human spirit)ò (John 3:6). 

  [18] Jesus continued with His own blessing on 

Peter, ñAnd I say (légǾ [3004], to speak intelligently) also 

unto thee, That thou art Peter (Pétros, a proper name 

meaning ñstone,ò the masculine gender of the feminine 

noun pétra [4073], a massive rock or cliff), and upon this 

rock (pétra) I will build (oikodomǛsǾ, the future tense of 

oikodoméǾ [3618], to build) my Church.ò 

The noun translated ñChurchò is ekklǛsía (1577), 

mentioned here for the first time in the New Testament. It 

derives from the prefix ek ([1537], out of) and kaléǾ 

([2564], to call). It means the set of individuals called out of 

the unbelieving world to become and remain believers. The 

enclitic pronoun mou ([3450], my) is the genitive of egǾ 

([1473], I). The Lord Jesus is not only going to build His 

Church; He is going to possess it in the fullest sense. It is 

His Church, and no one elseôs. 

And He alone builds. As the apostle Paul says later, 

ñI planted, Apollos watered, but God increased (Ǜúxanen 

[837], grew)ò (1 Cor. 3:6; a.t.). The Lord is sovereign over 

the growth of His Church. The Church is presented as a 

structure with an immovable foundation (themélion [2310]): 

ñAnd [you] are built upon the foundation (themelíǾ) of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 

corner stoneò (Eph. 2:20). From this, we can see clearly 

that Jesus Christ Himself is the Rock (the chief cornerstone) 

on which the Church is built. We are saved by confessing 

that Rock, the truth that ñThou art the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.ò 

To offset any conjecture that He will fail to build 

His Church, the Lord added, ñAnd the gates (púlai, the 

plural of púlǛ [4439], a large gate as opposed to a thúra 

[2374], door) of hell (hádou, the genitive singular of hádǛs 

[86] from the alpha privative a [1], not; and eídǾ [1492], to 

perceive; therefore the ñunseenò or ñimperceptibleò place) 

shall not prevail (katischúsousin, the future tense of 

katischúǾ [2729] from katá [2596] against; and ischúǾ 

[2480], to prevail over) against it.ò 

ñHadesò occurs eleven times in the New Testament 

(in Matthew, Luke, Acts, 1 Corinthians, and Revelation). 

The Septuagint uses the Hebrew word sheǾl, which occurs 

sixty-three times. In Luke 16, the rich man who mercilessly 

disregards a poverty-stricken man named Lazarus is 

consigned to Hades following his death: ñIn Hades, he 

lifted his eyes, being (hupárchǾn, the present participle of 

hupárchǾ [5225], to subsist) in tormentsò (v. 23; a.t.). 

Hades is ñunseenò by living men, yet the rich man is spoken 

of as having eyes that he lifts in order to see Lazarus ñafar 

off.ò 

Since the gates are on Hadesðnot heavenðand 

since Christ has the keys to them (Rev. 1:18), the most 

natural meaning is that the Lord will beat down Hadesô 

gates through His Church. People will be saved; there is no 

satanic stoppage of the overpowering kingdom of Christ. In 

poetically strong, clear language, Jesus declared that all 

opposing forces of the enemies of the Gospel shall fail. 

[19] Jesus continued His blessing to Peter, ñAnd I 

shall give (dǾsǾ, the future tense of dídǾmi [1325], to give) 

unto you (soi, the 2
nd

 person singular dative pronoun of sú 

[4771]) the keys of the kingdom of the heavens: and that 

which (hó, the accusative singular neuter relative pronoun 

of hós [3739]) if you shall bind (dǛsǛs, the aorist active 

subjunctive of déǾ [1210], bind) on the earth, shall be [that 

which], having been bound (dedeménon, the perfect passive 

neuter participle of déǾ) in the heavens, and that which you 

loosed (lúsǛs, the aorist active subjunctive of lúǾ [3089], to 

loose) on earth, shall be [that which], having been loosed 

(leluménon, the perfect passive neuter participle of lúǾ) in 

the heavensò (a.t.). 

The verbs appear to contradict, but they do not. 

There is no other way to express an event historically future 

to Peter but determinately past to God: ñWhatever you shall 

bind on earth and whatever you shall loose on earth has 

already been bound or loosed in heavenò (a.t.). Heavenôs 

decision to bind or loose is prior to the actual binding or 

loosing on earth. The two have to agree; the historical must 

match what heaven has already decided on. 

Binding and loosing both relate to sin: ñTo Him 

who loved us and loosed (lúsanti) us from our sins by His 

bloodò (Rev. 1:5, a.t.). Although salvation is depicted as the 

Lord breaking into Satanôs house, binding him and stealing 

his treasured possessions, namely, unbelievers (Matt. 

12:29), Jesus did not give Peter His power to save and 

destroy (James 4:12). The binding and loosing here most 

likely refer to corporate judgments the Church makes on 

sin: ñWhose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 

them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retainedò 

(John 20:23).  

An instance of this seems to have occurred in the 

Church of Corinth: ñIn the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the 

power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto 
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Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord Jesusò (1 Cor. 5:4-5). 

Here the whole Church determined to bind an 

unrepentant believer in sinðspecifically to pray not for his 

salvation but the ñdestruction of the fleshò that led him into 

sin. Yet the delivery of this person to Satan serves a good, 

final purposeðthe salvation of his spirit on the Day of the 

Lord. Unwittingly, Satanôs short-term goal of destruction 

self-defeatingly produced salvation (see also 1 Tim. 1:20). 

Since the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern 

Orthodox Church have based their theory of the primacy of 

Peter on the singular ñyouò (meaning to Peter alone) in 

Matthew 16:19, it is important to note that the same 

promise regarding binding and loosing is addressed to all 

disciples (the plural ñyouò) in John 20:23. The singular 

ñyouò may reflect no more than the fact that Peter was the 

first to confess Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God. In 

other words, the promise belongs to all those who ñconfess 

with their mouths that Jesus is Lordò (Rom. 10:9; a.t.). 

Peter was merely the firstborn of this confession, so Jesus 

addressed him personally. 

[20] Yet this was not the time to publicly confessð

at least not to the world of unbelief. Following this special 

promise to His Church, Jesus ñcharged (diesteílato, the 

aorist middle indicative of diastéllǾ [1291], to command; 

from diá [1223], denoting transition; and stéllǾ [4724], to 

send, to shrink back) his disciples that they should tell no 

man that he was Jesus the Christ.ò 

This is a good example of the use of the aorist tense 

to prevent contradiction. Diesteílato restricts the command 

and its obedience to the crisis of the moment. The Father 

had determined a proper season to reveal the deity of His 

Son. Thus, while Jesus was always the Son of God, Paul 

explains to the Romans that the declaration of this fact was 

reserved for the time ñout of the resurrection of the deadò 

(Rom. 1:4, a.t.). The resurrection, in fact, served as proof 

based on Jesusô prophecy that He would raise Himself. 

 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tennessee for over 40 

years, was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, 

and authored dozens of exegetical books. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Following Godðby Wayne Barber 
 

Be Assured in Tough Times 

Hebrews 10:37-11:6 

 
The apostle Paul writes in Philippians 1:29, ñFor to 

you it has been granted for Christôs sake, not only to 

believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.ò Itôs 

interesting how that believing, which is trusting Christ even 

in the most difficult of times, and suffering are linked 

together as something that is granted to believers.  

Both verbs, believing and suffering, are in the 

present tense. Suffering is not always a given in a believerôs 

life and does not always have the same pain in it, but when 

it occurs it does not defeat a true believer! Instead it 

activates the faith that Christ alone produces in him to trust 

God no matter what. You see, faith is the ñDNAò of all who 

believe in who God is and in what God says in His Word.    

In Hebrews, we find our text nestled in the context 

of Jewish believers who, because of intense persecution, 

were ready to defect back to the sacrifices of animals and 

endless temple ritual. In fact, many had already defected. 

Isnôt it interesting that when bad times come, we allow our 

minds to deceive us into thinking that no one is in control 

and everyone is on his own? So, we put ourselves into a 

survival mode and will do even the unthinkable just to 

escape what we have concluded is the worst thing that can 

happen to usðdeath. We tend to forget that God is in 

control and death has been conquered by Christ on the 

cross. 

The author of Hebrews wants to encourage as well 

as admonish these fearful believers, so he takes them back 

to their own ancient history to remind them that faith is not 

a new idea. There were those in their very own history who, 

with little revelation to work with, so believed God that 

they lived and died willing to do whatever God said in the 

midst of the worst of times!  

In chapter 10, the author had warned those who 

professed to know Christ, but had never possessed Him in 

their hearts, that as certain as the coming again of our Lord 

Jesus is His judgment!  ñFor yet in a very little while, He 

who is coming will come, and will not delayò (Heb. 10:37). 

This is a quote from Habakkuk, promising that God will 

one day make all wrongs right!  But in the meantime the 

righteous are to trust Him and His Word: ñBut My righteous 

one shall live by faithò (Heb. 10:38). The righteous are 

marked not by religious works but by faith as they look to 

the promises of God. But to those who only know about 

Him and have never bowed before Him, he warns, ñAnd if 

he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.ò  

To the believer, however, His warning ends with an 

assurance to those that are standing firm. ñBut we are not of 

those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have 

faith to the preserving of the soulò (Heb. 10:39). He wants 

them to know that, while waiting on Godôs promises to be 

fulfilled, they might have to suffer more. If they do, then 
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the suffering would not last forever; their salvation based 

solely upon faith in Christ alone would hold them up and 

carry them through. What a word to us today!   

So, the author writes to encourage these errant 

Jewish believers in Christ, who were about to make the 

biggest mistake of their lives, to understand what faith is 

and how important it is to them! He has used the words 

ñfaithò or ñbelieveò at least 39 times in Hebrews already, so 

we know it was very important that they understood (and 

that we  today understand) what it is. So, letôs listen in as he 

explains that faith is not the obvious but the actual. 

In Hebrews 11:1 we see that faith rests on who God 

is and what He says: ñNow faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.ò The first thing 

that we notice is that the definite article is not used here 

before the word faith. This means that he is speaking of all 

that true faith is and does! The word ñassuranceò here is the 

Greek word hupȀstasis, which refers to that which stands 

up under and holds something up. Some translators translate 

it as ñsubstanceò. It is the foundation or the ground upon 

which one builds his hope.  

 HupȀstasis was used in a legal sense for the 

documents that were stored in archives that would prove 

oneôs legal ownership of property and therefore allow him 

to build upon it. This phrase, then, could be translated 

ñFaith is the title deed of things hoped for.ò The Holy Spirit 

energizes the act of faith by which one receives Christ into 

their hearts, and that becomes the title deed that God puts 

into his hand that guarantees the possession of all that God 

promised him that he hopes for.   

Have you fallen into the trap of believing no one is 

in control since nothing seems to be happening in the midst 

of your bad circumstances? There can be no greater 

assurance of our salvation and all the promises that God has 

given us than the foundation that was laid when you 

received Him into your life as your Lord and Savior. Our 

faith rests upon God and all that He has promised in His 

Word! 

In the case of these first-century Jews, their act of 

faith in Jesus Christ as their Messiah and High Priest was 

the title-deed which God had given them which also 

guaranteed to them the possession of the eternal salvation 

for which they trusted GodðHis promise is fulfilled in the 

past, the present, and the future. This is why the New 

American Standard translators translated the word as 

ñassuranceò.   

To help us better understand this he adds ñthe 

conviction of things not seen.ò ñConvictionò is not saying 

something else but rather defines what he just said. This 

translates the Greek word ǝlǝgchȀs, which comes from the 

word meaning ñto prove in a court room that which is true.ò 

Here it means to be so persuaded and assured about 

something that you would be willing to act upon it, even if 

it defies what your physical senses tell you. The believer 

acts upon his belief because he is convicted that it is true. 

To the world, faith would seem to be nothing more than 

presumption. To them it is just a feebly grounded 

hypothesis that is only an elusive and unrealistic wish or 

dream. 

But biblical faith is produced by the Holy Spirit 

working with the Word of God in oneôs heart to assure him 

that what God says and who He is can be trusted. Paul said 

in Romans 10:17, ñSo faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing by the word of Christ.ò The Holy Spirit of God, the 

Spirit of Christ, quickens the Word of God within our hearts 

producing an absolute assurance in what God says and a 

divine persuasion to act upon it. Faith is not produced by 

man but by God.   

Paul says in Galatians 5:22, ñBut the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness.ò ñFaithfulnessò should be translated ñfaithò, as 

it is based on the Greek word pistis instead of pistȀs. Faith 

is the fruit of Godôs Spirit working in our hearts.  Without 

Christ living in our heart in the person of the Holy Spirit, 

living by faith is absolutely impossible. The Spirit energizes 

His Word so that we are moved with assurance to stand 

upon what it says even though it may defy our physical 

senses.   

So, faith in what God has declared gives the soul 

absolute assurance and firm conviction of the reality of 

things that the natural eye has never seen. Yet these things 

are as real to the man of faith as anything that he can see, 

feel, taste, smell, or hear. In fact, through faith they become 

even more real, for his senses might deceive him, but the 

Word of God, the believer knows, is absolutely infallible.   

Look up, my brother! Someone is in control, and 

the foundation that has already been laid in your life is 

assurance of the things hoped for and the things not seen. 

Let Christ lift your head today! All the promises of God are 

present in Christ! 

 

Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown Church in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Christians in the World  
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

 

ñI do not ask You to take them out of the world, but 

to keep them from the evil oneò (John 17:15). 

It is a sweet and blessed event which will occur to 

all believers in Godôs own timeðthe going home to be with 

Jesus. In a few more years, the Lordôs soldiers who are now 

fighting ñthe good fight of faithò will have done with 

conflict, and will have entered into the joy of their Lord. 

But although Christ prays that His people may 

eventually be with Him where He is, He does not ask that 

they may be taken at once away from this world to heaven. 

He wishes them to stay here. Yet how frequently does the 

wearied pilgrim put up the prayer, ñO that I had wings like 

a dove! For then would I fly away and be at rest;ò but Christ 

does not pray like that, He leaves us in His Fatherôs hands, 

until, like shocks of corn fully ripe, we shall each be 

gathered into our Masterôs garner. Jesus does not plead for 

our instant removal by death, for to abide in the flesh is 

needful for others if not profitable for us. He asks that we 

may be kept from evil, but He never asks for us to be 

admitted to the inheritance in glory till we are of full age.  

Christians often want to die when they have any 

trouble. Ask them why, and they tell you, ñBecause we 

would be with the Lord.ò We fear it is not so much because 

they are longing to be with the Lord, as because they desire 

to get rid of their troubles; else they would feel the same 

wish to die at other times when not under the pressure of 

trial. They want to go home, not so much for the Saviorôs 

company, as to be at rest.  

Now it is quite right to desire to depart if we can do 

it in the same spirit that Paul did, because to be with Christ 

is far better, but the wish to escape from trouble is a selfish 

one. Rather, let your care and wish be to glorify God by 

your life here as long as He pleases, even though it be in the 

midst of toil, and conflict, and suffering, and leave Him to 

say when ñit is enough.ò 

 

From Morning and Evening 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892), ñthe Prince of 

Preachers,ò was a renowned pastor and author who served 

as pastor of Londonôs Metropolitan Tabernacle for 38 years. 

His works are still widely read today 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Words to Stand You on Your Feetðby Joe McKeever 
 

You Are Not the Best Judge of Your Preaching 

 
The chairman of a pastor search committee once 

told me why he would never inform a candidate that his 

team was coming to hear the man preach. ñEvery pastor has 

at least two good sermons,ò he said with a grin, ñAnd if he 

knows youôre coming, heôll pull one of them out and use it 

on you.ò 

I knew there was something wrong with that 

thinking, but at the time could not put my finger on it. In 

time, I figured it out. While itôs true that every pastor has at 

least two good sermons, the problem is he doesnôt know 

which two they are. He thinks itôs these, his wife thinks itôs 

those, his church members and the Lord may have an 

entirely different group in mind. 

The fact is, none of us are very good judges of our 

own preaching. And yet, most of us persist in assessing how 

we did last Sunday and letting the final grade we award 

ourselves hold our emotions hostage for the first 24 hours 

of the week. 

Jesus had something to say that relates here. ñShake 

the dust off and go on to the next townò (Matt. 10:14, 

paraphrased). Granted, He was talking about something 

entirely different, but the principle is a good one: when you 

finish in one place, even if it was a bad experience, shake it 

off and go forward. Whether it was stardust, gold dust, or 

the garden variety, shake it off. 

Sales managers will tell you one of the hardest 

skills for beginning salespeople to acquire is the ability to 

walk away from a bad experience, close the door on it, then 

pull themselves together and get ready to face the next 

customer with a smile and a warm greeting. 

Young preachers sometimes put their wives in a 

difficult position. ñHoney,ò the pastor says in the car on the 

way home from church, ñHow was the message today?ò 

Not good. Every pastor is at his most vulnerable in the 

hours following a sermon. You have opened your heart and 

bared your soul. You have offered to the Lord and His 

people the effort of all your study and prayer and reflection 

this week. That one hour is the most important aspect of 

your entire ministry. Your survival and your achievements 

in that church hinge on how well you do in the pulpit. With 

everything in you, you want to preach well. 
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Anything negative from anyoneðparticularly your 

wifeðis sure to cut deeply and hurt badly. She does not 

need to be put in this position. The truth is, if you feel badly 

about the sermon, nothing she says will touch that pain, so 

donôt ask. Give it to the Lord. Either you did the best you  

could or you didnôt. If you did, thatôs all that matters. If you 

didnôt, then learn from that and resolve to do better next 

week. 

Anxiety before preaching and self-recriminations 

afterwards seem to go with the territory, many would say. 

The best cure for the anxiety, I eventually came to find in 

my pastoral ministry of 42 years, was to ask: ñWhatôs the 

worst that can happen?ò When I could not think of a bad 

outcome other than that the sermon would be fuzzy or 

boring, it relaxed me. The remedy for the self-

recriminations (ñWhy did I tell that story?ò ñI shouldnôt 

have done that!ò ñIt was too long.ò Too short, too deep, too 

shallow) is to start practicing what you preach. 

Give it up to the Lord as an offering. It was not 

perfect. But He has never required perfection from you; 

otherwise He would accept nothing you do. ñHe Himself 

knows our 

frame; He is mindful that we are but dustò (Ps. 103:14). 

Try this scenario and see if it speaks to you. After 

church, you take the family out to a restaurant for a nice 

meal. You are seated, you study the menu, and everyone 

makes their selections. The waiter brings the dishes, you 

have a nice lunch, and you sit there in quiet conversation 

before leaving. 

Suddenly, the kitchen door opens and the chef 

walks out. ñHow was  it?ò he asks. ñI labored all morning 

on that lasagna. Oh, I hope the steak was not undercooked. 

And I may have put too much spice in the catfish picante. 

Was the bread pudding too dry?ò You try to assure him it 

was fine, that everyone enjoyed their lunch. But he goes on 

and on about his fears that the dishes were done poorly. 

As you exit the restaurant, you wonder what that 

was all about. Frankly, you didnôt need that little drama. 

The meal was not perfect, but it was fine. You got your 

moneyôs worth. The chef should have relaxed and partaken 

of the food himself.  

The last thing diners want from a restaurant is a 

neurotic chef. There may be self-appointed ñfood criticsò in 

your congregation next Sunday, pastor, but thatôs their 

problem. Just donôt join them.  

Before you begin preparing, during the preparation, 

throughout the delivery, and especially afterwards, keep 

reminding yourself, ñThis is not about me. Itôs about Jesus 

Christ. Lord, help me do my best for Your sake. And then, 

please use it for Your glory. Amen.ò After all, He is the 

only Judge who matters. 

You would be surprised what the Lord Jesus can do 

with the simplest of food from even a child. Oh, perhaps 

youôve heard that story? 

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from 

New Orleans, Louisiana He blogs regularly at 

www.joemckeever.com.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Jewels from Past Giants 
 

Faith and the GospelðPart 1 

By J. Gresham Machen 

 
Originally a chapter from the 1925 book What Is 

Faith?, and edited slightly for length. Part 2 will comprise 

the next ñJewels from Past Giantsò column in the 7/12/10 

issue. 

 There is now living a Savior who is worthy of our 

trust, even Christ Jesus the Lord, and a deadly need of our 

souls for which we come to Him, namely, the curse of 

Godôs law, the terrible guilt of sin. But these things are not 

all that is needed in order that we may have faith. It is also 

necessary that there should be contact between the Savior 

and our need. Christ is a sufficient Savior; but what has He 

done, and what will He do, not merely for the men who 

were with Him in the days of His flesh, but for us? How is 

it that Christ touches our lives? 

 The answer which the Word of God gives to that 

question is perfectly specific and perfectly plain. Christ 

touches our lives, according to the New Testament, through 

the cross. We deserved eternal death, in accordance with the 

curse of Godôs law; but the Lord Jesus, because He loved 

us, took upon Himself the guilt of our sins and died instead 

of us on Calvary. And faith consists simply in our 

acceptance of that wondrous gift. When we accept the gift, 

we are clothed, entirely without merit of our own, by the 

righteousness of Christ; when God looks upon us, He sees 

not our impurity but the spotless purity of Christ, and 

accepts us as ñrighteous in His sight, only for the 

righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith 

alone.ò 

 That view of the Cross, it cannot be denied, runs 

counter to the mind of the natural man. It is not, indeed, 

complicated or obscure; on the contrary, it is so simple that 

a child can understand, and what is really obscure is 

manifold modern effort to explain the cross away in such 

fashion as to make it more agreeable to human pride. But 

certainly it is mysterious, and certainly it demands for its 

acceptance a tremendous sense of sin and guilt. 

http://www.joemckeever.com/
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 That sense of sin and guilt, that moral awakening of 

a soul dead in sin, is the work of the Spirit of God; without 

the Spirit of God, no human persuasion will ever bring men 

to faith. But that does not mean that we should be careless 

about the ways in which we proclaim the Gospel: because 

the proclamation of the message is insufficient to induce 

faith, it does not follow that it is unnecessary; on the 

contrary, it is the means which the Spirit Himself graciously 

uses in bringing men to Christ. Every effort, therefore, 

should be made, with the help of God, to remove objections 

to this ñword of the crossò and to present it in all its 

gracious power.  

 No systematic effort can indeed here be made to 

deal with the objections. All that can be done is to mention 

one or two of them, in order that our present point, that the 

cross of Christ is the special basis of Christian faith, may 

become plain. 

 In the first place, then, the view of the cross which 

has just been outlined is often belittled as being merely a 

ñtheory of the atonement.ò We can have the fact of the 

atonement, it is said, no matter what particular theory of it 

we hold, and indeed even without holding any particular 

theory at all. So this substitutionary view, it is said, is after 

all only one theory among many. 

 This objection is based upon a mistaken view of the 

distinction between fact and theory, and upon a somewhat 

ambiguous use of the word ñtheoryò. What is meant by a 

ñtheoryò? Undoubtedly the word often has rather an 

unfavorable sound; and the use of it in the present 

connection might seem to imply that the view of the 

atonement which is designated as a ñtheoryò is a mere effort 

of man to explain in his own way what God has given. But 

might not God have revealed the ñtheoryò of a thing just as 

truly as the thing itself; might He not Himself have given 

the explanation when He gave the thing? In that case, the 

explanation just as much as the thing itself comes to us with 

divine authority and it is impossible to accept one without 

the other. 

 We have not yet, however, quite penetrated to the 

heart of the matter. Men say that they accept the fact of the 

atonement without accepting the substitutionary theory of 

it, and indeed without being sure of any theory at all. The 

trouble with this attitude is that the moment we say 

ñatonementò we have already overstepped a line that 

separates fact from theory; an ñatonementò, even in the 

most general and most indefinite sense that could 

conceivably be given to the word, cannot possibly be a 

mere fact, but is a fact as explained by its purpose and 

results. If we say that an event was an ñatonementò for sin 

or an ñatonementò in the sense of an establishment of 

harmony between God and man, we have done more than 

designate the mere external event; we have designated the 

event with an explanation of its meaning. 

 So the atonement wrought by Christ can never be a 

bare fact, in the sense with which we are now dealing. The 

bare fact is simply the death of a Jew upon a cross in the 

first century of our era, and that bare fact is entirely without 

value to anyone; what gives it its value is the explanation of 

it as a means by which the sinful man was brought into the 

presence of God. It is impossible for us to obtain the 

slightest benefit from a mere contemplation of the death of 

Christ; all benefit comes from our knowledge of the 

meaning of that death, or in other words (if the term is used 

in a high sense) from the ñtheoryò of it. If, therefore, we 

speak of the bare ñfactò of the atonement, as distinguished 

from the ñtheoryò of it, we are indulging in a misleading 

use of words; the bare fact is the death, and the moment we 

say ñatonementò we have committed ourselves to a theory. 

The important thing, then, is, since we must have some 

theory, that the particular theory that we hold shall be 

correct. 

 But, it may be said, might not God really have 

accomplished some wonderful thing by the death of Christ 

without revealing to us, except in the most general terms, 

what it was? Might He not have told us simply that our 

salvation depends upon the death of Christ without at all 

telling us why that is so? We answer that He certainly might 

have done so; but the question is whether He has actually 

done so. There are many things which He might 

conceivably have done and yet has not actually done. 

Conceivably, for example, He might have saved us by 

placing us in a condition of unconsciousness and then 

awakening us to a new life in which sin should have no 

place. But it is perfectly plain that as a matter of fact He has 

not done so; and even we, without poor finite intelligence, 

may perhaps see that His way is better than that. 

 He might conceivably have treated us thus. But, 

thank God, He has not done so; thank God He has been 

pleased, in His infinite grace, to deal with us not as with 

sticks and stones, but as with persons; thank God He has 

been pleased to reveal to us in the cross of Christ a meaning 

that stills the despairing voice of conscience and puts in our 

hearts a song of joy that shall resound to His praise so long 

as eternity endures. 

 That richness of meaning is found only in the 

blessed doctrine that upon the cross the Lord took our place, 

that He offered Himself ña sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, 

and reconcile us to God.ò There are indeed other ways of 

contemplating the cross, and they should certainly not be 

neglected by the Christian man. But it is a sad and fatal 

mistake to treat those other ways as though they lay on the 

same plane with this one fundamental way; in reality the 

other ñtheoriesò of the atonement lose all their meaning 

unless they are taken in connection with this one blessed 

ñtheory.ò The other ways are full of helpfulness to the 

Christian man; but without it, they lead only to confusion 

and despair. 
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 Thus the cross of Christ is certainly a noble 

example of self-sacrifice; but if it be only that, it has no 

comfort for burdened souls. It certainly shows how God 

hates sin; but if it does nothing else, it only deepens our 

despair. It certainly exhibits the love of God; but if that 

alone, it is a mere meaningless exhibition which seems 

unworthy of God. Many things are taught us by the cross; 

but the other things are taught us only if the really central 

meaning is preserved. On the cross the penalty of our sins 

was paid; it is as though we ourselves had died in 

fulfillment of the just curse of the law; the handwriting of 

ordinances that was against us was wiped out; and 

henceforth we have an entirely new life in the full favor of 

God. 

 There is, however, another objection to this ñword 

of the cross.ò The objection comes from those who place 

faith in a person in opposition to acceptance of a doctrine, 

especially a doctrine based upon what happened long ago. 

Can we not, it is said, trust Christ as a present Savior 

without accepting a doctrine that explains the death that He 

died in the first century of our era? This question, in one 

form or another, is often asked, and it is often answered in 

the affirmative. Indeed, the doctrinal message about Christ 

is often represented as a barrier that needs to be done away 

in order that we may have Christ Himself; faith in a 

doctrine should be removed, it is said, in order that faith in 

a person may remain. 

 Whatever estimate may finally be made of this way 

of thinking, it must at any rate be admitted at the start that it 

involves a complete break with the primitive Christian 

Church. If any one thing must be clear to the historian, it is 

that Christianity at the beginning was founded squarely 

upon an account of things that had happened, upon a piece 

of news, or in other words, upon a ñgospel.ò. The matter is 

particularly clear in the summary which Paul gives of the 

primitive Jerusalem tradition in 1 Corinthians 15:3-7: ñHow 

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 

and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third 

day according to the Scriptures.ò 

 The earliest Christian Church in Jerusalem clearly 

was founded not merely upon what always was true but 

upon things that had happened, not merely upon eternal 

truths of religion but upon historical facts. The historical 

facts upon which it was founded were, moreover, not bare 

facts but facts that had a meaning; it was not only said that 

ñChrist diedòðthat would be (at least if the word ñChristò 

were taken as a mere proper name and not in the full, lofty 

signification of ñMessiahò) a bare factðbut it was said, 

ñChrist died for our sins,ò and that was a fact with the 

meaning of the fact. In other words, it was a doctrine. 

 This passage is of course not isolated in the New 

Testament teaching, but it is merely a summary of what is 

really the presupposition of the whole. Certainly the 

grounding of Christianity upon historical facts, upon events 

as distinguished from mere eternal principles, cannot be 

regarded as a point in which the apostolic Church was in 

contradiction to the teaching which Jesus Himself gave in 

the days of His flesh, but finds its justification in the words 

which Jesus uttered. Of course if Jesus really, as the New 

Testament books all represent, cameðto use the language 

of a certain distinguished preacherðnot primarily to say 

something but to do something, and if that something was 

done by His death and resurrection, then it is natural that 

the full explanation of what was done could not be given 

until the death and resurrection had occurred. 

 It is a great mistake, therefore, to regard the Sermon 

on the Mount as somehow more sacred or more necessary 

to the nurture of the Christian life than, for example, the 

eighth chapter of Romans. But although the full explanation 

of redemption could not be given until the redeeming event 

had taken place, yet our Lord did, by way of prophecy, even 

in the days of His flesh, point forward to what was to come. 

He did point forward to catastrophic events by which 

salvation was to be given to all men; all efforts to eliminate 

this element in His teaching about the Kingdom of God 

have failed. During Jesusô earthly ministry the redeeming 

work which the Old Testament prophets had predicted was 

still in the future; to the apostolic Church it was in the past; 

but both Jesus and the apostolic Church did proclaim, the 

one by way of prophecy, the other by historical testimony, 

an event upon which the hopes of believers were based. 

 Thus the notion that insistence upon the message of 

redemption through the death and resurrection of our Lord 

places a barrier between ourselves and Him was not shared 

by the earliest Christian Church; on the contrary, in the 

apostolic age that message was regarded as the source of all 

light and joy. And in the present instance, as in so many 

other instances, it can be shown that the apostles (and our 

Lord Himself) were right.  

The truth is that the whole opposition between faith 

in a person and acceptance of a message about the person 

must be given up. It is based, as we have already seen, upon 

a false psychology; a person cannot be trusted without 

acceptance of the facts about the person. But in the case of 

Jesus the notion is particularly false; for it is just the 

message about Jesus, the message that sets forth His cross 

and resurrection, that brings us into contact with Him. 

Without that message He would be forever remoteða great 

person, but one with whom we could have no 

communionðbut through that message He comes to be our 

Savior. True communion with Christ comes not when a 

man merely says, in contemplating the cross, ñThis was a 

righteous man,ò or ñThis was a son of God,ò but when he 

says with tears of gratitude and joy, ñHe loved me and gave 

Himself for me.ò 

There is a wonderful clause in the Westminster 

Shorter Catechism which puts the true state of the case in 

classic form. ñFaith in Jesus Christ,ò says the Catechism, 
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ñis a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon Him 

alone for salvation, as He is offered to us in the Gospel.ò 

In that last clause, we have the center and core of the whole 

matter. The Lord Jesus Christ does us no good, no matter 

how great He may be, unless He is offered to us; and as a 

matter of fact, He is offered to us in the good news of His 

redeeming work. There are other conceivable ways in 

which He might have been offered to us; but this has the 

advantage of being Godôs way. And I rather think that in 

the long run, we may come to see that Godôs way is best. 

At the beginning, it is true, there may be much that 

we cannot understand; there are things about the way of 

salvation that we may at first have to take in the fullest 

sense ñon faith.ò The greatest offense of all, perhaps, is the 

wondrous simplicity of the Gospel, which is so different 

from the plans which we on our part had made. Like 

Naaman the Syrian, we are surprised when our rich fees and 

our letters of introduction are spurned, when all our efforts 

to save ourselves by our own character or our own good 

works are counted as not of the slightest avail. ñAre not 

Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus,ò we say, ñbetter 

than all the waters of Israel?ò Are not our own efforts to 

put into operation the ñprinciples of Jesusò or to ñmake 

Christ masterò by our own efforts in our lives, better than 

this strange message of the cross? But like Naaman we may 

find, if we put away our pride, if we are willing to take God 

at His word, if we confess that His way is best, that our 

flesh, so foul with sin may come again like the flesh of a 

little child and we may be clean. 

And then will be revealed to us the fuller wonders 

of salvation; then as the years go by, we shall come to 

understand ever more and more the glory of the cross. It 

may seem strange at first that Christ should be offered to us 

not in some other way, but so specially in this way; but as 

we grow in knowledge and in grace we shall come to see 

with increasing fullness that no way could possibly be 

better than this. Christ is offered to us not in general but in 

the Gospel; but in the Gospel, there is included all the heart 

of man can wish. 

 

J. Gresham Machen (1881-1937) was a prominent 

theologian best remembered for being the intellectual force 

of conservative opposition to liberal theology in American 

denominations during the early 20
th
 Century. He was a 

professor of New Testament at Princeton Theological 

Seminary from 1915 to 1929, after which time he left the 

school in revolt against the schoolôs prevailing liberalism 

and founded Westminster Theological Seminary. In 

addition to his tireless work in preserving and defending the 

faith, he wrote a textbook of New Testament Greek which 

is still widely used by seminaries today.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Marks of the Masterðby the Old Scot 
 

The Trouble with Hydrogen 
 

The trouble with hydrogen is that space is ñfilledò 

with itðnot filled as we conceive of ñfilled,ò as we fill a 

glass with water, but too ñfilledò to fit into most 

astronomersô theories about the universe and how it began. 

 You see, hydrogen is the fundamental building 

block in the cosmos. The astrophysicists and astrochemical 

theorists believe that literally everything began with 

hydrogenðfrom water (H2O) to the densest substances we 

know (think of armor plating, for instance) to the giant stars 

which populate the Milky Way, our ñlocal neighborhoodò 

in space.  

 And given the number of island galaxies, each with 

uncountable millions of stars, which our super-telescopes 

are finding by tens of thousands and possibly millions as 

they probe for the edges of space, they argue for a truly 

enormous amount of elemental hydrogen. According to any 

rational theory our experts have come up with to account 

for how it all began, free hydrogen atoms should by now be 

almost non-existent. 

But it isnôt. Loose hydrogen atoms are scattered 

very far apart, but space is so unimaginably vastðso large 

it reaches beyond a billion light-years out from Earthðthat 

our telescopes have detected a gossamer-thin but 

perceptible stellar haze, composed of hydrogen atoms.  

The problem with hydrogen is that it has been 

calculated that the atoms composing this nebulous curtain 

collectively amount to far more total mass than all the stars 

in the heavens. Thatôs a lot of hydrogen!  

And this bulk has to be accounted for in any theory 

of how the universe began. Most astronomers think the 

universe began with a small but extremely compressed 

mass which exploded billions of years ago. Thatôs the so-

called ñBig Bang Theory.ò According to this theory, all the 

matter in the universe was present from the outset. 

A less-popular conception of the great beginning of 

it all is the ñSteady State Theory,ò which holds that the 

universe evolved in a more even, regular fashion, from the 

simple to the complex, and from the tiny to the tremendous. 

But according to this theory also, all the matter there ever 

will be was present in elemental form at the birth of the 

universe.  

Both theories have two tremendous drawbacks: 

Neither can even venture a guess as to where all this matter 

came from (they simply take it as a ñgivenò), and neither 
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can explain why the available hydrogen building blocks 

have not been used up. 

 

The problem of the unconsumed hydrogen atoms 

led steady-state theorist Prof. Fred Hoyle of Cambridge 

University to a startling chain of conjecture. ñHydrogen,ò 

he reasoned, ñis being steadily converted into helium (the 

next level up the ladder of atomic complexity) throughout 

the universe, and this conversion is a one-way processé. 

How comes it then that the universe consists almost entirely 

of hydrogen? If matter were infinitely old, this would be 

quite impossible.ò 

Professor Hoyle then drew a logical, if amazing, 

conclusion: ñWe see that the universe being what it is, the 

creation issue simply cannot be dodged. And I think that of 

all the various possibilities that have been suggested, 

continuous creation is easily the most satisfactory.ò
*
 What 

Hoyle suggested is that somehow new hydrogen is steadily 

being createdðcoming into existence moment by moment 

out of nothingness, to replace the hydrogen which is being 

transmuted into other substances. 

This, of course, merely lends immediacy to the age-

old unanswered question: If it is true that the entire material 

universe ultimately traces back to hydrogen, where did the 

hydrogen come from? The worldôs scientists, including 

Prof. Hoyle, have no answer at all to this puzzleðunless 

they believe in God. 

But if we believe in God, there is no need to 

imagine something coming out of nothing by itself. Nor is 

there any need to try to insert billions of years between the 

beginning of all things and today. Unrepentant men have 

always sought to make God as remote as possible, if they 

cannot do away with Him altogether.  

Godôs written legacy, the Bible, does not tell us 

when and how He made the universe. It simply tells us that 

He did so. The Word of God sums up all of creation in one 

short chapter, beginning with the words: ñIn the beginning, 

God created the heaven and the earthò (Gen. 1:1). 

The Bible also explains where hydrogen, along with 

everything else, came from, but it is an explanation which 

requires faith: ñThrough faith we understand that the 

worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things 

which are seen were not made of things which do appearò 

(Heb. 11:3). In other words, the visible was made from the 

invisible; the material from the immaterial; the physical 

from the spiritual. God, who is Spirit, created the universe 

from what we would term ñnothingness.ò 

True enough, that takes faith to accept. But which 

takes more faith: to believe that God created the universe as  

the Bible states or to believe that somehow, without a 

creator, a vast universe-spanning cloud of hydrogen came 

into being from nothingness; and out of this chaos came 

organization and life in all its glorious complexity?  

Personally, I find it much easier to take God at His 

Word! 

 

The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon, 

with his wife, Marga. 

 

* Source: The Origin of the Solar System, John C. 

Whitcomb, Presbyterian & Reformed Pub. Co., 

Philadelphia, 1964 (quote from p. 23). 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel 
 

KeyWords for the Kingdom: AMG Publishers 

By Justin Lonas 

 
This column highlights the ministries of Discipleôs 

parent organization, Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel 

(AMG) International, a non-denominational missions 

agency.  

A lot of people are involved with AMG 

International and never realize it. In fact, some of us at the 

home office joke that our motto should be, ñWeôre all over 

the mapòða play on the fact that we serve in over 40 

countries around the world and that we have such a diverse 

array of ministries that itôs very difficult to illustrate to 

people exactly who AMG is and what we do. 

As you know (we hope!), by subscribing to 

Disciple Magazine, you are participating in the ministries of 

AMG, but you or your church may also support a 

missionary with ties to us, or you may sponsor a child or a 

national worker through AMGôs childcare ministry. One of 

the ways more people connect with AMG than any other is 

through our book publishing arm, AMG Publishers. 

As a reader of Pulpit Helps, and now Disciple, 

youôre probably quite familiar with the writings of Spiros 

Zodhiates. Even after his homegoing last year, we continue 

to publish his Exegetically Speaking column in each issue. 

Through his 60+ years of work with AMG, his passion was 

always the Gospel of Christ, and this was expressed in deed 

through the work of AMG around the world and in word 

through his faithful exposition of Scripture in dozens of 

exegetical studies and the pages of Pulpit Helps and 

Disciple. 

To facilitate this, AMG started AMG Publishers in 

1980, and it was, at first, devoted largely to distributing 

Zodhiatesô commentaries and theological books. Over the 

years, however, it has expanded to produce a wide variety 
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of books across genres, and has reached many thousands in 

the U.S. and around the world with scriptural teaching and 

other encouraging materials. 

Perhaps the best-known (and most widely 

distributed) book from AMG Publishers is the Hebrew-

Greek KeyWord Study Bible edited by Zodhiates (and, in 

later editions, Warren Baker). Whereas the study Bible is 

not a new concept, the KeyWord Study Bible, first published 

in 1984, combines elements of a typical study Bible 

(commentary, study notes, cross-references, etc.) with 

Hebrew and Greek dictionariesðimportant terms in each 

verse of the English text are linked to the Hebrew or Greek 

word in the original text from which they are translated. 

The KeyWord, available in KJV, NASB, and NIV, has 

continued to give believers a deeper understanding of 

Scripture through many re-issues (most recently in 2009) 

and today has more than one million copies in print. 

In addition to the KWSB, AMG Publishers 

produces many other reference books, Bible studies and 

commentaries, such as the Following God series and the 

21
st
 Century Biblical Commentary series. In recent years, 

AMG Publishers has also begun issuing titles under two 

imprints, Living Ink Books and God and Country Press.  

Living Ink is a blanket imprint for AMGôs 

inspirational titles and Christian fiction. Some of these 

books, particularly the Raising Dragons series by Bryan 

Davis and the Amazing Tales of Max & Liz series by Jenny 

L. Cote, have found wide followings among Christian youth 

looking for alternatives to popular fiction written from a 

biblical worldview and integrating truth into stories that stir 

the imagination. 

God and Country is dedicated to titles related to 

Americaôs Christian heritage and encouraging a return to 

Judeo-Christian values and biblical public service. The 

best-received works from this line include the Battlefields 

and Blessings series, daily devotionals comprised of stories 

from soldiers in the field reflecting on the brevity of life, 

the virtues of courage and love, and the mercy of God in the 

face of conflict. Thus far, volumes representing the 

Revolutionary War, the Civil War, World War II, and the 

current wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have been published, 

with more in the works. 

The reasons that AMG publishes books are the 

same reasons behind every other aspect of our workðto 

advance the ministries of the Gospel for the glory of God. 

Whether providing a pastor in Uganda with his very first 

concordance and study Bible, helping a skeptical teen 

encounter Christ through engaging fiction, or leading a 

small group to deeper understanding of the Word, AMG 

books are powerful and durable ministry tools.  

As Christians we are a ñpeople of the Bookò 

because God has revealed Himself to us through language. 

At AMG, we believe that God always powerfully uses His 

Word, and we strive to faithfully proclaim that Word to all 

men through all means at our disposal. 

 

For more information, visit 

www.amgpublishers.com or look for AMG Publishers titles 

at your local Christian bookstore. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Review 

 
The Pilgrimôs Progress, John Bunyan, Originally published 

in 1678. Best Recent Reprint from Moody Classics, 2007, 

Moody Publishers, Chicago, ISBN 9780802456540, 218 

pages, $7.99, softcover. 

 

 Editorôs Note: periodically, it is our practice to 

review books from years past that merit ñre-discoveryò and 

remain prescient to todayôs believers instead of the latest 

releases from Christian publishers. 

 Though it is less often read today (a fact likely 

owing more to the contemporary decline in literacy than to 

any decrease in its power), John Bunyanôs Pilgrimôs 

Progress has made an indelible impression on generations 

of believers since its publication in 1678. It has been 

recently re-packaged by Moody Publishers as part of their 

excellent ñMoody Classicsò series. 

 Bunyan (1628-1688) was a Nonconformist (that is, 

Protestant, but outside of the Church of EnglandðBunyan 

specifically was a Reformed Baptist) pastor from 

southeastern England who, by 1660, had grown in 

popularity because of his preaching and writings but was 

jailed for 12 years for his refusal to operate within the 

official church under King Charles II. Pilgrimôs Progress 

was born out of Bunyanôs imprisonment, as he had ample 

opportunity to reflect on his life up to that point, the 

sufferings and hardships of following Christ, and the hope 

of eternal glory that sustained him in prison. 

 As most readers are probably quite familiar with 

Bunyanôs work (I first encountered it as part of my studies 

as a middle-school student), a brief summary of the plot 

should suffice. Pilgrimôs Progress is an expansive allegory 

framed as the recounting of a dream of the author. It tells 

the story of Christian, a man burdened by knowledge of his 

sin exposed by the Word of God, who is sent on a journey 

to the cross to relieve the burden by a man named 

Evangelist. As Christian travels on, he encounters those 

along the way who assist him in his goal (Help, Goodwill, 

the Interpreter, Prudence, Piety, Charity, and many others) 

http://www.amgpublishers.com/
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and many who attempt to sidetrack or destroy him (Worldly 

Wiseman, the beast Apollyon, the giant Despair, Ignorance, 

and others), each creatively but clearly representing a 

heavenly being or earthly attitude. After the long, arduous 

journey, Christian arrives at the Celestial City to be 

welcomed by the Lord. 

  Though Bunyanôs language feels somewhat 

archaic, the storyôs pathos and message ring true in every 

age. He wrote the book less as a literary expression than as 

a creative portrayal of the Christian life to move the 

common man to salvation and sanctification. As such, 

Pilgrimôs Progress remains both an accessible and powerful 

visualization of unchangeable spiritual truths.  

 While it should not necessarily be held up as any 

kind of spiritual authority (which was never its intended 

purpose), Bunyanôs masterpiece is well worth a read to 

capture the imagination and the heart in pursuit of God. It is 

a timeless reminder that the Christian life is never stagnant, 

and often difficult, but always pursued under the direction 

and watchful eye of the Lord. 

 

Justin Lonas 

 

Type: Allegory 

Target: All  

Take: Must Read 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon HelpsðFrom SermonHall.com 
 

Sermon Outline 
Standing Firm as a Christian Soldier 
1 Timothy 1:18-20 

 

I. The Preparation (1:18a)  

        A. Your charge. 

1. How are you doing at teaching sound 

doctrine?  

2. Do you know sound doctrine?  

B. Your capacity. 

1. Are you on Godôs team?  

2. If so, are you bearing fruit?  

3. Are you still digesting the simpler things 

of Scripture instead of moving on to the 

deeper truths?  

  C. Your calling: What is your spiritual gift?  

II. The Instruction (1:18b-19a)  

A. Your combat: Are you helping to ñsnuff outò 

untruth?  

B. Your conviction: Are you deepening your faith 

in God?  

C. Your conscience: Is it tolerating or teaching false 

doctrine?  

II I. The Warning (1:19b-20)  

A. Rejecters of the Word. 

1. Are you guarding & fighting for the 

truth?  

2. Are you using truth to navigate through 

life?  

B. Embracers of the world: Are you letting go of 

those who want to serve the world?  

Conclusion: Whatôs your choiceðactive or inactive duty?  

Only one pleases God!  

Jim Stevanus 

 

Illustration s 

You Canôt Distract God 

 

I remember that when I was in high school we had 

a mathematics teacher who loved to talk. If our lesson was 

difficult and we wanted to avoid tackling it, one of the 

students would adroitly put a question to the teacher to get 

him started. Good-bye to the lesson for that day!  

We often try to treat God in a similar manner, 

thinking to distract Him from His subject. When He tells us 

we must repent in order to be saved from sin, we resort to a 

philosophical argument as to what constitutes sin. Be 

careful. God is not an easily distracted professor of 

mathematics. He knows all our tricks.  

Anonymous 

 
He Kept Preaching 

 

There once was an old-fashioned prophet who came 

to a large city. His agenda was pretty simple: ñRepent or 

perish!ò At first, many of the cityôs residents listened to his 

sermons. But after a few days, they went back to doing 

what they wanted to doðand listening to this prophet was 

not on their list of things to do.  

The prophet did not stop preaching. Every day he 

would stand in the marketplace and preach to those within 

the sound of his voice. A shopkeeper approached the 

prophet and asked: ñWhy are you still preaching? No one is 

paying any attention to you.ò The prophet narrowed his 

eyes and responded, ñIôm preaching so their hardness to the 

gospel will not change me.ò  

Are you allowing a little evil into your life each 

day? Or do you bind yourself to God so closely that it has 

no room to get in? Donôt compromise and allow the leaven 

of the world to water down the gospel. Keep on living and 

teaching the truth. The more you speak it and hear it, the 

less likely you are to be corrupted by the world. 

Anonymous  
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Bulletin  Inserts 
On Friendship 

 

Every man is like the company he keeps.  

Euripides 

 

A friend is one before whom you may think aloud.  

 

When you dislike a person, do something nice for him.  

 

Choose your friends for what they are, and not by what they 

have.  

 

A true friend knows when to talk and when to listen. 

Real friends are those who, when you feel youôve made a 

fool of yourself, donôt feel youôve done a permanent job.  

These four are Anonymous 

 

I can live for two months on one good compliment.  

Mark Twain 

 

Treat your friends as you do your pictures; always show 

them in their best light.  

Old Union Reminder 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

News Updateð6/14/10 

 
Episcopalians Booted from Anglican Bodies over 

Homosexual Bishops 
Religion News Service reports that the Episcopal 

Church has been removed from Anglican committees that 

engage in dialogue with other Christians and consider 

doctrinal issues. The action is the latest fallout from the 

churchôs consecration of openly homosexual bishops.  

The Rev. Kenneth Kearon, secretary general of the 

Anglican Communion, the worldwide fellowship that 

includes the Episcopal Church as its U.S. branch, outlined 

the demotions in a letter published on June 7. Archbishop of 

Canterbury Rowan Williams, the spiritual leader of the 

communion, proposed the removals last month.  

Kearon said he wrote to Episcopalians on the 

affected committees last Thursday to inform them of the 

changes. The one Episcopalian on the ñfaith and orderò 

committee, the Rev. Katherine Grieb of Virginia, can serve 

as a consultant, but not a member, Kearon said. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Nepal Churches Growing Despite Tensions, Group 

Says  
Nepalôs churches are not shutting down despite the 

political turmoil in the country, Worthy News reports. 

International Christian Concern (ICC) says that churches in 

Nepal are actually growing while the Maoist party 

continues strikes and protests.  

ñChurches are growing by leaps and bounds 

everywhere,ò amid difficulties, said Build International 

Ministries (BIM) President Sandy Anderson, who spent the 

last 25 years working with Christians in Nepal.  

ñWe have had a heavy transition in Nepal, but 

despite the difficult situation the church continues to 

thrive.ò The church presence has grown from tiny numbers 

in the 1950s for more than 100,000 active members today, 

according to BIM statistics. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Florida Enacts Legislation Protecting Private 

Prayer in Schools 
 

Florida has enacted a new law protecting the rights 

of individuals at public schools to engage freely in prayer 

and other religious expression. Gov. Charlie Crist signed 

the bill, which had been passed by the legislature in May, 

on June 4. 

The bill originated as a response to a controversy 

surrounding the Santa Rosa County School District, which 

had been pressured by the American Civil Liberties Union 

(ACLU) to adopt a policy that forbade all school personnel 

from engaging in non-official school-related religious 

activities.  

The law states that district school boards and their 

employees are prohibited from taking proactive measures, 

including making agreements, that infringe or waive ñthe 

rights or freedoms afforded to instructional personnel, 

school staff, or students by the First Amendment to the 

United States Constitution.ò It says that written consent 

from ñthe individual whose constitutional rights would be 

impactedò would be necessary before such steps could be 

taken. 

The version of the bill signed into law by Gov. 

Crist will prevent school officials from interfering in the 

religious expression of students and school employees at 

events. However, it would not authorize official, organized 

school prayer, religious expression, or recognition of God at 

events such as sports events and student assemblies. 

Nonetheless, the new law will prevent situations 

like that in the Santa Rosa County school district, where 
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school officials caved to ACLU pressure and signed onto a 

Consent Decree in 2008 which prohibited religious 

expression, such as voluntary, student-initiated prayers or 

off-the-clock religious discussion among adults.  

LifeSiteNews 

 

Guatemala Faces Twin Disasters over Weekend 
ASSIST News Service reports that Guatemala has 

been hit with a double disaster, as the Pacaya volcano 

erupted May 27, and Hurricane Agatha hit the Guatemala 

coast 24 hours later. The rains, in particular, have brought 

mudslides and road wash-outs that have resulted in nearly 

100 deaths in Central America, primarily in Guatemala.  

The New Life Childrenôs Home, located just 8 

miles north of the volcano, immediately began to receive a 

hail of small rocks and ash after the eruption. Agatha was 

dissipating over the mountains of western Guatemala a day 

after it made landfall as a tropical storm near the nationôs 

border with Mexico with winds up to 45 mph. The rains, 

however, continued as the rivers continued to rise and word 

filtered out from isolated areas of more deaths in landslides.  

A major concern is that the rains mixing with the 

lava ash may form a mud almost as strong as cement, which 

will seriously complicate clean-up efforts.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Korean Tensions Causing Increased Persecution 
Christian persecution watchdogs and mission 

organizations worry that the abrupt halt in relations between 

North and South Korea will cause ñtotal insanityò in North 

Korea.  

According to Mission Network News, on Thursday 

North Korea invalidated the 2004 accord designed to 

prevent an escalation of war along the Demilitarized Zone, 

a 2.5-mile-wide buffer between Koreaôs two opposing 

armies.  

Open Doors President/CEO Carl Moeller said, 

ñThereôs more scrutiny on the border with China. People 

who are able to flee as refugees are being captured, and 

when theyôre captured, theyôre turned into labor camp 

convicts. Secondly, the underground networks of believers 

are under more pressure as a result of more government 

infiltration.ò He also said total war is a possibility, which 

would cause ñmillions of casualties.ò 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Police Arrest Two Pastors in Karnataka State, 

India  
ASSIST News Service reports that two pastors 

were arrested by Karnataka State Police on May 19 after a 

group of Hindu radicals accused them of forceful 

conversion in a childrenôs program.  

Pastors Shanth Kumar, 27, and Nagesh Kumar, 35, 

had organized a Vacation Bible School (VBS) for the 

village children for three days and there were about 35-40 

children who participated in the program.  

The arrests occurred after an estimated 30 people 

belonging to Hindu radical groups Bajrang Dal and 

Bharatiya Janatha Party forced their way inside the meeting 

hall to accuse the pastors. The pastors and two teenage 

students were taken to the Police Station.  

A court imprisoned the pastors overnight before 

releasing them on bail. Pastor Shanth Kumar works for 

Youth Mission Movement and Pastor Nagesh Kumar works 

for Campus Crusade for Christ.  

Religion Today Summaries 
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Church óToons by Joe McKeever 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Answers to last issueôs puzzles: 

    

 

 

 

Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham 
By Mark Oshman 

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, October 1995 
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