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Babel and the Perils of Prayerlessness
By Rick Shepherd

In Genesis 11we find one of the clearest pictures attention (11:9). This did not cure the problem. It only
of the heart of the human rdce heart apart from God, a restrained it. The attitudes pestsid. Genesis 10:10 tells us
heart and mind that desires to exalt oneself, to act that Nimrod was the leader of this city. He also built other
independently of God, to be proud, arrogant,-sefficient, cities such as Ninevah. In these ciseperstition, false
self-serving, and with that, setfongratulatoyd i |  d i drelidion, Ang all kinds of idolatry found fruitful soil.
did ito with no thought of h dhoudghoudhistorgse seseuefigations ef dete h e

wherewithal to accomplish all that has occurred. With thahdependent, proud hedrfi I wi | | make a ne

attitude is also an action pfayerlessnesd no true prayer, | can do it myself; | will exalt myself, look at all | have

that is. built/done/written/said/earr
Genesis 11:4 reports the plans of those gears  million things people are proud about but not thankful to

after tlbtesbiildoorsetiesa city, and a God for (Romans 1:21)d a million things people want to

t o w e rugrhaketanamefor ourselveslestwebe take credit for without acknowledging God and His gifts,

scattered over the earth. Notesttalhe i mgf avi ¢ mc © N edb He, veath,gndd m &
Awed and the | ack of r ef eall¢himgsethatcoverevemnytding (sdethetsyl7:286)r The | i \
life with no thought of God, of what He wants or what Hebreath to receive the oxygen to burn fibed to activate the
says. Note al so t hey wer e energytoctieateeandtwrite gng drasviartd invem and @paiG o «
original plan to be fruitful in order ti¥ill the earthd g i vaedbuild and cook and help others and, well, you get the
first to Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:28) and given again topicture.
Noah and his sons in GeneS8i& after the Flood. This attitude is approaching fewgitch in the

These are attitudes and actions of prayerles8nessnited States. Abraham Lincoln saw this in hisdldye
no link to seeking God, no link to desiring the will of Godcalledf or a A Nati onal Day of Hu
They were not concerned with exalting and expressingtier ayer 6 f or March 30, 1863.
imageof God throughout the earth as God desired (Genedigy of nations...to own their dependence upon the
1). God saw these attitudes as destructive. He stated, overruling power of God, to confess their sins...with
fiNothing which they propose to do will be impossible for assured hope that genuine repentance will teawercy...
them Bbi terally Anot hi ngéwind The bvdul calamithof cvil vear.. may darbutta pumishénent

restraints (Genesis 11: 6). With a single languagethey i nf |l i ct ed upon us for our pr
would be prone to greater unityresisting God and, in Lincoln openly stated, @
turn, missing out on His best, His will. recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven....We have

In His great wisdom, God put restrictions on grown in numbers, wealth and power asifter nation has

them® multiple languages to break up the unified rebellioayer grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten
weaken their selfish independence, and scatter them ovehe gracious Hand which preserved us in peace, and
the earth. That could als@entially lead them to greater multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have
dependence on Him. God puts restrictions and boundariesinly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all
on people to lead them to Himself, to see Him more cleatlyese blesags were produced by some superior wisdom
to see sin and wrong for what it is, and to comprehendaand virtue of our own. 0
measure of His mercy, even in tough times (see Btid6 Carefully read Lincolnods
31). with unbroken success, we have become toessdiicient

The city where this occurred became known as to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too
Babel (AConfusionodo) , b e ¢ a preue to pray & thé&odGatdnade usk lebdhoaves ds then
mingled the language into many languages to redirect their
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| to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confessswering prayeand, according to Psalm 2:4, laughing.
our national sins and t o Hedaegnofpaae the flodrsoat rigghlose steepsnsactp
We do not see Lincol n 6Henevédrslaepsordlambers notdézieg off er alebging srh i
of today, including too many of our churches. God is the job. He is ever alert, ever aware of exactly what is going
allowing us to go our own way, but there is a point whereon, and He is ever on schedule to accomplish His full will.

He will say fAenougho ravival Jubteaitandgou wili sédall willsegi n t o see
or ruin . Today, He calls us to pray. Even when His people
Ninevah experienced that choicé& was in the were under His chastening hand in Babylon, He

days of reluctant Jonah who thundered the message likeammanded them to seek the peace of the city where they
headl i ne, i F o rDteys cDeanydss 0a n( dswelPednodriberared hdpray to the Lord on its behab to

3:4). The king got the message and called for fasting andntercede for peace and wélking from God in thatlace
repentance. God showed meadcsevival among this very (Jeremiah 29:7). We can do the same for each of our
Gentile city with the heritage of Nimrod. citiesd where God has placed you or me.

God is able to work in answer to prayer, in One final noté duringt hi s year s Nat
conjunction with one obedient voicks Jonathan stated in Prayer, millions of people who claim to be Christian did not
1 S a mu ethe Ldrdis ndt,restfained to save by mangpend any extra time (or any time) in paydid not gather
orbyfew 6 He can wor k Hi s wo wihothess torpry, ¢id net@re@isage wthersodridngy
whom He pleases when He pleases. Nebuchadnezzar stsitegly went about their day as usual. So, we should not
that in Daniel 4:35. So did Job in Job 23:13 and the complain about those who do not pray on a National Day of
psalmist in Balm 115:3. And in doing that, He has chosePrayef educators, professors, government leaders or
many, many times to fulfill His works in answer to prayerworkers, boses, school mates, neighbors, &tthey are
What ahopewe have in God! We find that cry three timessimply living out their beliefs. What we truly believe (Old

in Psalm 42:5, 11 and 43i5why are you in despair, OmyEn gl i sh-lworedd )ibwe | i ve by. A
soul? Why have you become disturbetthwwime?Hope in  religious talk, meaningless, empty. We need to pray for

God, for | shall again praise Him for the help of His those who do not préythey are missingut on fellowship
presence with God, on answers to prayer, on talking to Him about

The latest wacries against prayer in the USA are their sorrows, grief, hurt@and questions. We can encourage
clear examples of those who do not depend on God, do timém, even urge them to pray, to call on the Lord, especially
believe in Him, and do not pray to Him. But we should ndbr salvation, theffior all of life.

expectthem t@ they do not know Him or they are out of What is my life, youlifed a reflection of Babel or
fellowship with Him. Please note that this aptayer a reflection of Jirecede&awer Ar e
sentiment has been around for awhile. Daniel facedit Bui | der 06 trying to rule over

around 539 BC. Where was he? In Babylon, the very life without God or are you a Spirtlirected follower of
territory o fPrayelizeneaBabel.gCermin | Jesubl @ining in prayer, looking to Him as He rules over all,
government officials worked the system to get a law passridlding His Kingdom? What does your daily prayer life
t hat outl awed Dani el 6s ki reftectolLbok ip thamirronogtheaMord and &djust we d o1
pagan prayingy praying to the king (that would be accordingly.
flattering, if you were the kind) foolish, but flattering). © 2010, Rick Shepherd. Used pgrmission.
Daniel continued toppa gswas hiscustoosn ( 6: 1 0) and he
was arrested, tiecd nd sent enced t o t heRick$hephédsandhis wife Linda reake their home in
Lord chose to rescue him out of that and brought swift Jacksonville, Florida where Rick has served as director of
justice on those who had sought to destroy him. the Department of Prayer and Spiritual Awakening for the
The Lord has a way of dealing with those who try Florida Baptist Convention since 2000. Before that he
to erag evidence of Him at work. While many are plotting, served in churches in Florida, Texas, and Tennessee. Rick
planning and scheming against Christians and their is also one of the authors in tRellowing GodSeries from
praying, He is in Heaven, enthroned, carrying out His will, AMG Publishers.
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ACl ap Your Hands, Aahdithe Breiohd Pat$0: Wor shi p
By Tim Schoap

This is the fifth article in a series on worship. trut h. Romans 1 Zresentyoarkadiss at h i
Previous articles have defined worship as ascribing supréwigg and holysacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your
wo r t h tpoclaBmng His efcellenciesd  We 6 v spiritua semvice of worship Birst Corinthians 6:20 tells us
that in Christ, worship has been transformed from the  w e welfie bought with a price. So glorify God in your
largely formal service of the Old Testament, localized in thedy. o
Tabernacle and the Temple, to something that touches all of ~ God created our bodies to glorify Him. It is true
life. that Romans 12 and 1 Corinthiansré aot speaking
Our focus has been on corporate worship as the specifically to corporate worship, but both make clear that
Body of Chrit. And as we come together to offer God outhe physical part of our life is important. Love of God is to
wor ship, wedve said that berexwprsesés ed mub tAndiyguishblaldver i t B
worshipping God as He has revealed Himdedther, Son, the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
and Spirit. It must be Wordaturated, so that the content o§ouland with all your mind and with all your strength
our worship is permeated with igature, teachinguswho ( Mar k 12: 30) . That includes
God is and what He has done. TArd ewadeve t wai dr tolweashippo d r
worship must be Gospekntered, recognizingthatwewere n  Scr i pt ur e. T hibad Greeklsat rge wd
lost in sin, enemies of God, yet He reached out and brougtgans literally to serve, and refeosthe work of the priests
us to Himself through JesinthéTakkmaclk and Bempla The secomdgreup of words
We 6 v eed ktdhe fole of music in worship. We t r a n swomshipe @ I eslichaivGreekp r o s k u n e ¢
said music helps us express our unity in the Gospelasweae ans t o fAbow down, 0 or fAber
sing together. | t Whreébegause u sontainetha éealofephysicalpbddilysaction as an expression
we tend to remember what we sing. And we saw from  of reverence.
Scripture that God wants our worship to be creatio sing Physical expression in Scripture is both
His praise with a variety of music, new, old, vocal, and commanded and modeled, most often by singing, which
instrumental, and He wants our worship to be marked byoccurs some 60 times in the Psalms alone. But there is a
excellence. And finally, we said that our music should berich blend of other physical acts as well.
filled with God-honoring emotion. 1) Bowing and Kneeling Cdine, let us worship
Discussing emotion in worship brings testhe and bav down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker ( P s .
subject of this article: physical expression in worship. | 95:6). These actions are also referenced in Psalm 5:7,
know many have strong feelings on this subject. This  45:11, 72:11, 138:2; 2 Chronicles 6:13; Daniel 6:10; and

message may be a chal l engEPBhilippiansB:¥a r |, but 1 tés i mportat
we look at every issue from a biblical perspective, not our 2) Raising Hands Liffiup your hands to the
personal preferec e. And it 6s | mp o rsanatumaty and hless theldsr WwPest L &84wRkd h s
the hard issues, not ignore them. 28:2, 63:4, 141:2; Lamentations 2:19; and 1 Timothy 2:8.

So it is good to consider, why are so many strong 4) Clapping: AClap your hands, all peoples; shout
Bible-teaching churches so reserved in our worship? ThameGod with the voice ofjoy ( Ps. 47 : 1) ; s e
could be many reasonSome may restrict a physical 98:8.

response becauseh ey dondét want ot her 5)Shooting Bdiglakin theh @d/andarejoéce, you
overly emotional or trying to show off. Some may not wamighteous ones; and shout for joy, all you who are upright

to distract others or bring attention to themselves. Many ofhear® ( Ps. 32: 1) ; see al so P:
us have seen abuse in this area, barking, maniacal laugHi2ds; and Zephaniah 3:14.
being slain in spirit, etc., and sve rightly do not want to 6) Silence Myisoul waits in silence for God only;

draw othersé attenti oomef r iomH@adsdny salwatianu ( Pel vé68&8: 1 Andssee

may simply be unaware of what Scripture says about the46:10.

topic. 7) Playing Instruments Préise Him with trumpet
Whether you are naturally expressive or naturallysound; praise Him with harp and lyre. Praise Him with

not, there is much for all of us to learn here, because it igimbrel and dancing; praise Him with stringed instruments

clear that physical expression in worship is commanded and pipe. Praise Him with loud cymbals; praise Him with

Scripture. Yes p Worshipaas deveil ¢ @soumdingdyenbais ( P s -5); séeml8o P3alm 33:2,

meant to be a mere intellectual engagement with biblical
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98:6, 149:3, Isaiah 38:20; 2 Samuel 6:5; and 1 ChronicleBom fervent worship, whether natural reserve, desire not to

13:8, 15:16. di stract, or anythinwWorgl s e,

8) Dancing fiLet them praise His hame with So we have to take these commands seriously. And
dancing; let them sing praises to Him with timbreland i n so doi ng, |l et s start by
lyrec ( Ps. 149: 3); see al so empghasis mwdsbipercause Gddamdde 4s phyEicaldeings
15:20; and2 Samuel 6:14. not disembodied spirits. In Psalm 16:9, as David considers

9) Standing still.  Yau who fear the Lord, praise Godés f ai t hf ul Therefwe my heartis e s p ¢
Him; all you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, and standlad, and my whole being rejoices . . 6 God made
in awe of Him, all you descendants of Istael ( P s .  2lRysicaldgings, and He intends that our whole blefivgs

see also Psalm 33:8, 65:8, 119:161; and Isaiah 29:23. Him praise. In other words, God desires us to praise Him
GivenwhatScripture says, can we really commandot just with our hearts, mindand mouths, but with all that

a particular physical response in worship? Shoutdl iy  we are. | can tell my wife that | love her, but if | never show

people to, MAsi ngraiseyorbandgstoui mephy st cal by, €ehe isndt goi

Him, 6 during the worship s8ghtrvice? | suppose | <coul d,

think it would be a mistake. Canmanding a particular But physical expression by itself is not the critical

physical response will more than likely produce an artificigdrt of worshipPhysical expression in worship must

response, not a genuine one. Or still more likely, sullen flow from a heart that seeks to honor GodAs we 6 v e

looks and abject refusal. | know my people. already seen, God strongly rebukes those who worship with
Some question whether itagcurate to say that  a disobedient heart. Physical exgies in worship, without

God commands us (Chktians today) to clap our hands, tothe desire to honor God from the heart, will hinder true

lift them in praise, or to dance in worship. Rather, they sayorship, not help.

God encourages physical expression in worship, but leaves Raising our hands in worship can express

it to us to do what we 6r edependafceand raverénbat withott the attitudenthen ot ¢
When we seek to apply Old Testamentnoaands act i on i $hed pmspiead gut yodr hands, Il wi

today, there are generally three possibilities. First, some ittt my eyes from you; even though you make many

Testament commands were meant to be fulfilled in Chrisprayers, | will not listen; your hands are full of bland

and no longer apply. Commands regarding burnt offeringdsaiah 1:15%. In our culture, singing is almost synonymous

sacrifice are the most obvious examples of these. Second;i t h wor shi p. But when our [
somecommarel ar e univer sal andGod ddiadsnmgbd tf Glakerattay frood mddiesoisei t
peopl e, | i ke Yoeashalldoveache bondy 6f yobr,songs; to the melody of your harps | will not listen.

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and  But let justice roll down like aters, and righteousness like

with allyourmight 6 These c¢commands anvaverfllowing streasir Afibssbi2324).

Finally, some commands reflect cultural praditeat were Outward expression is not a reliable indicator of

relevant to ancient, et hnwashipteat pleasks,God Yot cantde absdiutelg exmbérant r

applied to us directly. An example of these commands in corporate worship, yet live in unrepentant sin. And you

would be the laws about not picking crops clean, to leavecan show little pisical expression in worship, yet have a

little surplus for the poor and the alien. But even such  profound love for God and live a life that pleases Him. We

culturalconmands as t hese ar en O6nevetpmvelm@ degotiom o IGedtbyextgrnals, dpecausedid .

Rather, we must consider how they should be applied in looks on the heart. Our focus in worship should never be

own cultural context. We may not leave the corners of ouanywhere other than on exalting and magng God. If

fields unpicked, but we do provide for the poor. our worship, whether physicaeé
It would be a stretch to say that therenand to come from a clear wunder s,t anc

clap or raise our hands has been fulfilled in Christ. Whicend Hi s worth, it wonot be &

means the commands for physical expression in worshipare And t hat means that we d

either universal, enduring commands, or they are culturavorship by telling them tofli their hands. We help others

commands which dondt gov e growinm®rshipibyhelmng them getl firm grasponthe o v i

principles forus to consider and apply as makes sense inmajesty of our God. By preaching and singing His Word,

our own cul tur e. l 6m not Kisiworks andhHis evbrth, sdothatt an undetstiareling ofwdny
to take them seriously. He is and what He has done sinks deep into our heagts. W
So if I simply say, fdlmded ptreetf itlhle Burb | pecsp lceodqmmami

for physical expressi on hfaithfelressr mercyand grace. Ve meednd help them grasp , ¢
seemstomelwoulde br us hi nYoragirsa d ehe @Ga tha & Him, their lives can be complete, satisfying
way | woul dndét dream of dandfullgAnd whenatHeygoasptthose things,ave meedrto a r ¢
And | would be giving a green light to whatever keeps us
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encourage them totlgladness and rejoicing follow. He is that he was glad to be humiliated before the Lar8d&muel
worthy of our strongest, purest affection. 6:21-22).

When we see Gtydhatscanhgeita ut y Ddesyaur worship reflect the biblical model, or
passionate worship that exalts and honors Him. Like the just what you are comfortable with? Are you responding
worshippers in Nehemiah 8 who, after rebuilding the wallgppropriately to the greatness, goodnasd beauty of
ofJeruss m, stood for si x houGad?Dooouhndna, rheak soaled stremgth defle@ mylaids
Word for the fir sallthetpéophe . d@ladmkssdot whiHb las domed |, i
answered, O6Amen, Amen! d& whi | &Ve Will bringithis discaunse oh phgsical expressiod s ;
they bowed low and worshiped the Lord with their faces to a close in the next article, with a focus on practical
theground ( Ne h. 8 :vil,)when erbrolight kheapdication.

Ark back from its Philistine captivity2 Samuel 6:14 says
he was dancing before the Lord with all his might, and Tim Schoap is cgastor of Signal Mountain Bible Church
when his wife accused him of acting foolishly, he declared in Signal Mountain, Tenn.

Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

Peterds Confession of Jesus
Matthew16:1320

From Exegetical Commentary on MattheAMG  who believed He was Elijah. This may have been because
Publishers, 2006 Jesus i den Elijahwhe dastbadmia (aMa tit .
11:14), and Luke speaks of John asigdiefore Him
[13] Caesarea Philippi was a city set on the [ J e sirutle]spirifiand power of Eljalh ( Luke 1: 1
southwestern slope of Mount Hermon and the furthest Then the disciples used another Greek word for
distance north Jesus traveled in His earthly ministry. flothers 0 atiobbuthéteroi([2087], meaning others of a
Considerably north of Galilee, the city was located near ttéferent kind or, in this case, persuasion). These people
sourceof the Jordan River. Mount Hermon wasrgetimes classed Jesus as one of the Old Testament prophets, like
called Paneas, from the Greek wp#dh, (the neuter opas Jeremiah.
[3956], all), perhaps derived from the heathen Greek god, [15] Jesus was not concerned with the opinions
Pan, during the Hellenistic era. This would correspond wamong people who were not His disciples. He wanted to
its reputation for being a center of idol worship. know what Hi s fBatyol, evhoe dosyout h o L
Somewhere along theorder of this city, Jesus saythatla®0 (a.t.). Since they
asked His disciples regarding rumors concerning His Persod since Jesus knew what they thought, He apparently was
and wwhork(ting, fine accusative interrogative seeking a public confession from them of what He was by
pronoun oftis[5150], who)do themen(hoi anthipoi, with predication and title.
the definite article, mdani ngle]®i menmetwhdédshawnwswany wi
s ay asay(légousimthe present tense BgA[3004], assume that Peter answered for the other disciples since
to select words to convey thought, the present tense Jesus b6 gues Whommo ywiplsralls a Y&l |
highlighting regularity}hat | the Son of thman am® (a.t.). PeTheu(su[47el} yow, antbleatcart 0
(a.t.). the([3588], the definite articleneaning there is only one,
Thatthe vertégdb asi cal | y me a n sinigiie)Christéchristési534 9], anomted one, from the verb
evidenced by its assotiian with logia ([3048], collection, chri@[5548],to anoin), the Son of the livinfgdhtos the
or, in the organizational sense, of a gathering of likemindegsent participle af&2[2198], to live)God 0

persons). So we canh paraphraddeleacsisbhi qeeatritorn| &s it dl
AWhat is the gener al 0 p i nismever usad nacekessiy. Harggit meamethaSte hordoJésusm
among those who speak of Hs$mRot one of many sons; He

[14] Two opiions, differentiated here by the Greekloreover, He is not the son of a dead god but the Son of
particlesmen(3303) anddé( 116 1) , c an b efithé(reaanly)liviag (tbedpresefit panticiple indicating
the one hand, but on t he petpétety)Goth &nd. o

The set of termd)oi ([3588], translated by the first [17] This was the right answer, and because of it,
Asomed@loi(dmdd 3], transl at e dJ ebsyu st hcealisssedbongRéeidsjad 07 |réestate of
and maning others of the same kind), represent groups internal bliss, contentment, satisfaction). The adjectival
those who believed Jesus was John the Baptist withthoseoun i s used to characteri ze
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1 Timothy 1:11. Jesus blessed Peterdose the Father had fiHade® occurs eleven times in the New Testament
directly revealed to him the truth about His Son. Peter didin Matthew, Luke, Acts, 1 Corinthians, and Revelation).
not conclude this from any opinion circulating among-norThe Septuagint uses the Hebrew wsihéd, which occurs

disciples. sixty-three times. In Luke 16, the rich man who mercilessly
Thus, J esriiesh andabload hathfinot disregards a poverstricken man named Lazarus is

revealed(apekalupsenthe aorist tense @fpokalip@[601], consi gned t o Had elsHadeslhé owi n ¢

to uncover, take the lid off) unto thee, but my Father lifted his eyes, bein@huparctZh, the present participle of

which is in heaven 0 hupéarch[5225], to subsistin torment® (v. 23; a.
Because the sense was generic, thisincludedthetHades i s fAunseeno by |poken ng

flesh and blood of Jesus Himself. The revelationofour of as having eyes thatafahe | i
Lorddéds deity was the prodofcd of the Trinity, the Fat!
and HolySpirit. No human mediation whatsoever caused Since the gates are on Hadeasot heaved and
this revelation. Regeneration is the operation of the Spirisofce Christ has the keys to them (Rev. 1:18), the most
God directly on o Thatwhighisr i hatumsal Jmeasi sgiids fihat the
born of the Spiri{i.e., the Spirit of Godijs spirit (a gates through His Churche®ple will be saved; there is no
qualitatively new human spijyito  ( J o hn 3 : 6 ) satanic stoppage of the overpowering kingdom of Christ. In
[18] Jesus continued with His own blessing on  poetically strong, clear language, Jesus declared that all
P et And) saylégd[3004], to speak intelligentlyglso  opposing forces of the enemies of the Gospel shall fail.
unto thee, That thou art PetéPétros a proper name [191Jesus continued Ahdls bl «
meaning fistone, 0 the mas c shalliginetd?d tbenfutueertense ffiddmifj1825]f te give)n i n ¢
nounpétra[4073], a massive rock or cliffand upon this  unto you(soi, the 2% person singular dative pronounsaf
rock (pétra) | will build (oikodom®Z] the future tense of  [4771]) the keys of the kingdom of the heavens: and that
oikodomé[3618], to build)my Church 0 which(ho, the accusative singular neuter relative pronoun
The noun tr an eKkki&ia(@sd7), i Cdihos[3730Pif yousshall binddUsls, the aorist active
mentioned here for the first time in the New Testament. Isubjunctive ofdé3[1210], bind)on the earth, shall bgghat
derives from the prefiek ([1537], out of) ankaléd which], having been boun@edeménarthe perfect passive
([2564], to call). It means the set of individuals called outrauter participle ofléd) in the heavens, and that which you
the unbelieving world to become and remain believers. Tloesed(lis(s, the aorist acti subjunctive ofu@[3089], to
enclitic pronourmou([3450], my) is the genitive afgd loose)on earth, shall bghat which] having been loosed
([1473], I). The Lordlesus is not only going to build His (leluménonthe perfect passive neuter participléi) in
Church; He is going to possess it in the fullest sense. It ithe heavers ( a. t . ) .
Hi s Church, and no one el se 6 dheverbsappearto contradict, but they do not.
And He alone builds. As the apostle Paul says lat€here is no other way to expressevent historically future
fil planted, Apollos watered, but God increagBixanen t o Pet er but det &hawvenyoushdly
[ 837], @or. 2&6ya.td. THe Lord is sovereign overbind on earth and whatever you shall loose on earth has
the growth of His Church. The Church is presented as a already been bound or loosed inheaven( a . t . ) . H e
structure with an immovable foundatiadhémélion2310]): decision to bind or loose is prior to the actual bigdin
fiAnd[you] are built upon the foundatiofthemel@) of the  loosing on earth. The two have to agree; the historical must
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christggthbeing the chief match what heaven has already decided on.
cornerstone ( Eph. 2:20). From thi 8)j ndé ngamnsleé¢ oolsdamHiyh pot h
that Jesus Christ Himself is the Rock (the chief cornerstonbp loved us and loos€hiisant) us from our sins by His
on which the Church is built. We are saved by confessingploodd ( Re v . 1: 5, anisdepicted &slthe h o
t hat Rock, Thohatthe Chust, the Somttdet L &r d br eaking into Satands I
living God © his treasured possessions, namely, unbelievers (Matt.
To offset any conjecture that He will fail to build 12:29), Jesus did not give Peter His power to save and
Hi s Chur ch, HArdé¢he daepidai thed d e destroyi(James 4:12). The binding and loosing here most
plural of palU[4439], a large gate as opposed thi@a likely refer to corporate judgments the Church makes on
[2374], door)of hell (hadoy the genitive singular dfads s i n:  Soallercsiieye remit, they are remitted unto
[86] from the alpha privativa [1], not; andeidd[1492], to them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained

perceive; therefore the AWdhs2023).0 or HAi mpercepti bl ed i
shall notprevail (katischasousinthe future tense of An instance of this seems to have occurred in the
katisch@[2729] fromkata[2596] against; angchid Chur ch o flnth@aamfrour hard Jésus Christ,
[2480], to prevail overpgainst it 0 when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the

power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto
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Satan for the destruction of the flesh, ttia spirit may be [20] Yet this was not the time to publicly confdss

saved in the day of the Lord JeSus Cot. 5:45). at least not to the world of unbelief. Following this special
Here the whole Church determinedtobindan pr omi s e t o Hickarg&lfdiasteitatpthe J e s u ¢

unrepentant believer in $inspecifically to pray not for his aorist middle indicative afiastélig[1291], to command;

sal vation but the fAdest r uftomidié[h223p dendtiry aanditibre ssle@[4724],dot | e

sin. Yet the delivery of this person to Satan serves a goosend, to shrink backjis disciples that they should tell no

final purposé the salvatia of his spirit on the Day of the man that he was Jesus the Christ

Lord. Unwi t t i siegM gpal of @®strucdiom 6 s s Mhisrista good example of the use of the aorist tense

self-defeatingly produced salvation (see alsbirh. 1:20).  to prevent contradictioriesteilatorestricts the command
Since the Roman Catholic Church and the Easterand its obedience to the crisis of the moment. The Father

Orthodox Church have based their theory of the primécyltad determined a proper season to reveal the deity of His

Peter on the singul ar ny o 8od Tius etdeJesuggwad atwayR the Som of Got, Baule )

Matthew 16:19, it is important to note that the same explains to the Romans that the declaration offict was

promise regarding binding and loosing is addressedto alt e s er v e d obubafthetreBuerection ohthe dead

di sciples (the plural Ay o (Ron). 1:4, at.). Tte hesurreztibn, i Bact, sefvbdeas @adofn g

Ayouodo may r ef thefactthatPetermastheb a dad on Jesusd prophecy th

first to confess Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God. In

ot her words, the pr ontordess b eDr. &pirgsZodhiaies @922009) skreed &s president of

with their mouths that Jesusis Lard ( Ro m. 10 : 9AMG kmterbatopalin Chattanooga, Tennessee for o4@r

Peter was merely the firstborn of this confessionlesus years, was the founding editorBilpit HelpsMagazine,

addressed him personally. and authored dozens of exegetical books.

L
c

Following Godd by Wayne Barber

Be Assured in Tough Times
Hebrews 10:3711:6

The apostle Paul writeshh i | i p p iFarnos 1 : 2ZI8e,authfor of Hebrews wants to encourage el w
you it has been grant ed f asradmBrish thesd féadul belevers, so he @mkes tlrem bagk
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His saké | t & s to their own ancient history to remind them that faith is not

interesting how that believing, which is trusting Christ evennew idea. There were those in their very own history who,
in the most difficult of times, and suffering are linked with little revelation to work with, so believed God that
together as something that is granted to believers. they lived ad died willing to do whatever God said in the

Both verbs, believing and suffering, are inthe  midst of the worst of times!
present tense. Sufferingnisot al ways a gi v e nindhapterd(the author dad evarniedthose who
life and does not always have the same pain in itwben  professed to know Chridbut had never possessed Him in
it occursit does not defeat a true believer! Instead it their hearts, that as certain as the coming again of our Lord
activates the faith that Christ alone produces in him to truktsus is Hisydgment! fiFor yet in a very little while, He
God no matter what. You sdejthi s t h e f DN Awho is domiaglwill coméy and will notdetay ( Heb. 10
believe in who God is and in what God says in His Word.This is a quote from Habakkugromising that God will

In Hebrews, we find our text nestled in the contextne day make all wrongs right! But in the meantime the
of Jewish believers who, because of intense persecutionr i ght eous ar e t o ButMysrightebus m &
were ready to defect back to the sacrifices of animals andne shall live by faith ( Heb. 10: 38) . The
endless temple ritual. In fact, many had already defectedmarked not by religious works but by faith as they look to
Il sndt it interesting t hat theywnomises bf &all. Butitorttese who @ntyknow abeut a | |
minds to deceive us into thinking that no one is in controHim and have never bowed before Him, he wafiAsd if
and everyone is on his own? So, we put ourselves into ahe shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in. hion
survival mode and wlildo even the unthinkable just to To the believer, however, His warning ends with an
escape what we have concluded is the worst thing that cassurance to those that are standing fiiBut we are not of
happen to us death. We tend to forget that God is in those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have
control and death has been conquered by Christ on the faith to the preserving of the seul ( He b . 10: 39)
Cross. them to know that, while wai

fulfilled, they might have to suffer more. If they do, then
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the suffering would not last forever; their salvation based To help us better understand this he dilkde
solely upon faith in Christ alone would hold them up and convicton of things not seedifiConvictiod i s not s
carry them through. What a word to us today! something else but rather defines what he just said. This

So, the author writes to encourage these errant translates the Greek wodl a ¢ cwhidhscomes from the
Jewish believers in Christ, who were abauttake the word meaning fito prove in a

biggest mistake of their lives, to understand what faith is Here it means to b& persuaded and assured about
and how important it is to them! He has used the words something that you would be willing to act upon it, even if
fifaithd delievd at | east 39 t |gmeitsdefiesrwhatyour phgsiga semasésrted youl Yhe believer
we know it was very important that they understood (andacts upon his belief because he is convicted that it is true.
thatwe tody under stand) what iTetheiwsrld, faghowouldlseem o e nothirgmehan i n  a
explains that faith is not the obvious but the actual. presumption. To them it is just a feebly grounded

In Hebrews 11:1ve see that faith rests on who Goldypothesis that is only an elusive and unrealistic wish or
i s and wh Baw falthds the asgusance @f things dream.
hoped for, the conviction of thingetreeen 6 T h e f i r s But Hiblical faith is produced by the Holy Spirit
that we notice is that the definite article isnotusedherewor ki ng wi th the Word of Goc
before the word faith. This means that he is speaking of #flat what God says andha He is can be trusteBaul said
that truefaithi s and d o eassurantéh eh emoeai di sR d rhaen So faithOconie§ from fearing, and
Greek worch u p A s whigtsréfess to that which stands hearing by the word of Christ6 The Holy Spir
up under and holds something up. Some translators tranSlpiet of Christ, quickens the Word of God within our hearts
it as dtis thefouadatioreor the ground upon producing an absolute assurance in what Godaays

which one builds his hope. divine persuasion to act uponHaith is not produced by
Hu p A swasa sedsn a legal sense for the man but by God.
documents that were storgdarchives that would prove Paul says i nBuQGkelfratofithens 5

onebs | egal ownership of Bpiribiplave, joy peace, datiende,&kindadsy goedneasl, | o \
to build upon it. This phrase, then, could be translated faithfulness @Faithfulnes®8 s houl d be otfag an s
fiFaith is the title deed ii§baseddnthgGreekwopibtisinstéacd opistds. Fdith e H «
energizes the act of faith by which one rece®@bsstinto i s t he fruit of GodoéowWith&pi rit
their hearts, and that becomes the title deed that God pu@hrist living in our heart in the person of the Holy Spirit,
into his hand that guarantees the possession of all that Gisihg by faith is absolutely impossible. The Spirit energizes
promised him that he hopes for. His Wordso that we are moved with assurance to stand

Have you fallen into the trap of believing no one isipon what it says even though it may defy our physical
in control since nothing seems to leppening in the midst senses.
of your bad circumstances? There can be no greater So, faith in what God has declared gives the soul
assurance of our salvation and all the promises that Goddim®lute assurance and firm conviction of the reality of
given us than the foundation that was laid when you things that the natural eye has nevasrs Yet these things
received Him into your life as your Lord and Savior. Our are as real to the man of faith as anything that he can see,
faith restsupon God and all that He has promised in His feel, taste, smelbr hear. In fact, through faith they become
Word! even more real, for his senses might deceive himnthe

In the case of these firsentury Jews, their act of Word of God, the believer knows, is absolutely infallible.
faith in Jesus Christ as their Messiah and High Priest was Look up my brother! Someone is in control, and
the titledeed which God had given them which also the foundation that has already been laid in your life is
guaranteed to them the possession otthenal salvation assurance of the things hoped for and the things not seen.
for which they trusted G@dHis promise is fulfilled in the Let Christ lift yourhead today! All the promises of God are
past, the preserand the future. This is why the New present in Christ!
American Standard translators translated the word as
flassurance. Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown Church in

Albuguerque, New Mexico.
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Christians in the World
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

il do not ask You to tvakwl d hkean wiutth otf h & hleo rwb.rd dWe
to keep them from t he evi theyaralenging(tolbe wmith thelLérd, Asthecause they desire
It is a sweet and blessed event which will occur tdo get rid of their troubles; else they would feel the same
all believers inGod® own time& the going home to be withwish to de at other times when not under the pressure of

Jesus. In a few more years, tterdé soldiers whoarenowt r i al . They want to go home,

fighting Athe good fight coofmpafiypastobettregi. | | have done wit

conflict, and will have entered into the joy of their Lord. Now it is quite right to desire to depart if we can do
But although Christ prays that His pé®may it in the same spirit that Paul did, because to be with Christ

eventually be with Him where He is, He does not ask thais far better, but the wish to escape from trouble is a selfish
they may be taken at once away from this world to heavesne. Ratheret your care and wish be to glorify God by

He wishes them to stay here. Yet how frequently does thgour life here as long as He pleases, even though it be in the
wearied pilgrim put wup t hmidspofteilyaad conflidi, @nd suffaing, ahd ldawe Himwoi n

adove! Forthewoul d | fly away asdybe#hen fnestj 8 kunbuGhr idost
does not pray like that, He leaves us in Fagheds hands,

until, like shocks of corn fully ripe, we shall each be FromMorning and Evening
gathered into ouMastefs garner. Jesus does not plead for

our instant remeal by death, for to abide in the flesh is Charles Haddon Spurgeon (18B&92) it he Pr i

needful for others if not profitable for us. He asksthatwe Pr eacher s, 06 was a renowned
may be kept from evil, but He never asks forustobe as pastor of Londonébés Metrorg

admitted to the inheritance in glory till we are of full age. His works are still widely read today
Christians often want to die whemely have any
trouble. Ask them why, and they tell you, fABecause Wwe

Words to Stand You on Your Feed by Joe McKeever

You Are Not the Best Judge of Your Preaching

The chairman of a pastor search committee onceentirely different, but the principle is a good one: when you
told me why he would never inform a candidate that his finish in one place, even if it was a bad experience, shake
team was comingtohearh e man pr e a c h . off and goefarward. pMhethierdt was Istardust, gold durst

at |l east two good ser mon s thegarbdenm vasetyjstakeitioff. h a gri n, @A An«¢
knows youdre coming, heo6l| p Wbalds managers wallftell yoh anenof theuhiardeatn d
on you. o0 skills for beginning salespeople to acquire is the ability to

| knew there was something wrong with that walk away from a bad experience, close the doat,dhen
thinking, but at the time could not put my finger it In pull themselves together and get ready to face the next
ti me, I figured it out . Wtustdmerwithta®mile dand avearmtgieating. every p:
|l east two good sermons, the poungpiteacmerssometimes pud thedr svimed ina k n ¢

which two they are. He thdnk6i culbs pbsseiohi siwWwoheyft
those, his church members and the Lord may havean way home fr om c¢ huerscsha g efi Hoowd av
entirely different group in mind. Not good. Every pastor is at his most vulnerable in the

The fact isnone of us are very good judges of outhours following a sermon. You have opened your heart and
own preaching. And yet, most of us persist in assessing baved your soul. You have offered to the Lord and His
we did last Sunday and letting the final grade we award people the effort of all your study and prayer and reflection
ourselves hold our emotions hostage for the first 24 hourthis week. hat one hour is the most important aspect of

of the week. your entire ministry. Your survival and your achievements
Jesus had somethingtoshyat r el at e dnthatehueh hingeSihn heow well you do in the pulpit. With
the dust off and go onto the nexttawn ( Mat t .  leQerythidg,in you, you want to preach well.

paraphrased). Granted, He was talking about something
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Anything negative from anyodeparticularly your Suddenly, the kitchen door opens and the chef
wifed is sure to cut deeply and hurt badly. She doesnotwa |l ks out . ®H@awkwas Ali tt &ad ol
need to be put in this position. The truth is, if you feel badlg that lasagna. Oh, | hope the steak was not undercooked.
about the sermon, nothing she says will touch that pain, #nd | may have put too much spice in the catfish picante.

dondot ask. Give it to theWasrtdheEbtéad poddidnd tbe ¢
coudoryoudindét . | f you did, tWwasfiné, thataveryonetehjayed thewdundh.8Bugbes onl f
didnét, then | earn fr om t andonabkoutdis feaes shat the dishes weredlane ferly.t e r
week. As you exit the restaurant, you wonder what that
Anxiety before preaching and sedcriminations was al | about . Frankly, you

afterwards seem to go with the territory, many would sayThe meal was not perfect, but it was fine. You got your
The best cure for the anxiety, yentually came to findin money 6 s wo r todid havé relexedcahdgdirtakerh

my pastor al ministry of 4@fthgfeodhimself. was t o ask: AWhat 0:
worst that can happen?0 Whe n The lastthind dotherswarit fromla restaurandbisa a |
outcome other than that the sermon would be fuzzy or neurotic chef. There maybesalfp poi nt ed Af oo
boring, it relaxed me. The remedy for the self your congregation next Sunde
recriminationsf Why di d | tell thapr osbtloerny.? 0J uiislt scdchoonud td njéati n t he
have done that! o Altoodesme t o o Béfaeryau bagin freparings during the preparation,
shallow) is to start practicing what you preach. throughout the delivery, and especially afterwards, keep

Give it up to the Lord as an offering. twasnot r emi ndi ng yourself, AThis i ¢
perfect. But He has never required perfatfiromyou; Christ. Lord, help me do my best for Your sake. And then,
ot herwi se He woul dHaHinselfp t pleasetude it forgrouygiory. Ache .0 MAf t er al | ,
knows our only Judge who matters.
frame; He is mindful that we are but doist ( P s . 10 3: 1Yol would be surprised what the Lord Jesus can do

Try this scenario and see if it speaks to you. Afteiwith the simplest of food from even a child. Oh, perhaps
church, you take the family out to a restaurant foranicey ouéve heard that story?
meal.You are seated, you study the meand everyone
makes their selections. The waiter brings the dishes, you Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist paston fro
have a nice lunch, and you sit there in quiet conversation New Orleans, Louisianide blogs regularly at
before leaving. www.joemckeever.com

Jewels from Past Giants

Faith and the Gosped Part 1
By J. GreshanMachen

Originally a chapter from the 1925 bodkhatls cur se of Godo&s ubk davguselHelovedt h e
Faith? and edited slightly for length. Pa2twill comprise  us, took upon Himself thguilt of our sins and died instead
the next AJewel s from Pas ¢f us®@n @alvdrys And faith tonsista siniply inouh e 7/ 1
issue. acceptance of that wondrous gift. When we accept the gift,
There is now living a Savior who is worthy of our we are clothed, entirely without merit of our own, by the
trust, even Christ Jesus the Lord, and a deadly need of atghteousness of Christ; when God looks upon us, He sees
souls for which we come to Him, namely, the curse of  not our impurity but the spotless purity of Christ, and
Godods | aw, the terrible gacteéepbps ssnasBiati gheeseus hi n
all that is needed in order that we may have faith. It is alsighteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith
necessary that éne should be contact between the Saviora| one . 0
and our need. Christ is a sufficient Savior; but what has He That view of the Cras it cannot be denied, runs
done, and what will He do, not merely for the men who counter to the mind of the natural man. It is not, indeed,
were with Him in the days of His flesh, but for us? How icomplicated or obscure; on the conttarys so simple that
it that Christ touches our lives? a child can understand, and what is really obscure is
The arswer which the Word of God gives to that manifold modern effort to explain the cross awaguoh
guestion is perfectly specific and perfectly plain. Christ fashion as to make it more agreeable to human pride. But
touches our lives, according to the New Testament, throwgintainly it is mysterious, and certainly it demands for its
the cross. We deserved eternal death, in accordance with¢beptance a tremendous sense of sin and guilt.
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That sense of sin argliilt, that moral awakening of So the atonement wrought by Christ can never be a
a soul dead in sin, is theork of the Spirit of God; without bare fact, in the sense with which we are now dealing. The
the Spirit of God, no human persuasion will ever bring méare fact is simply thdeath of a Jew upon a cross in the
to faith. But that does not mean that we should be careleBsst century of our era, and that bare fact is entirely without
about the ways in which we proclaim the Gospel: becausealue to anyone; what gives it its value is the explanation of
the proclamation of the message is insuffiti® induce it as a means by which the sinful man was brought into the
faith, it does not follow that it is unnecessary; on the presence of God. It is impossiliter us to obtain the
contrary, it is the means which the Spirit Himself graciousljghtest benefit from a mere contemplation of the death of
uses in bringing men to Christ. Every effort, therefore, Christ; all benefit comes from our knowledge of the
should be made, with the help of God, to remove objectiansaning of that death, or in other words (if the term is used
to thisfiword ofthecros8 and t o presenitnia hinglalsdenses) from the At
gracious power. speak of the bare Afacto of
No systematic effort can indeed here be madetof r om t he fAt heoryo of it, we
deal with the objections. All that can be done is to mentiarse of words; the bare fact is the death, and the moment we
one or two of them, in order that our present point, thattteeay fAat onement 6 we have comr
cross of Christ ishe special basis of Christian faith, may The important thingthen, is, since we must have some
become plain. theory, that the particular theory that we hold shall be
In the first place, then, the view of the cross whicltorrect.
has just been outlined is often belittled as being merely a But, it may be said, might not God really have
itheory of the atonement . acoWgishedssome twvandedul thiry by the death of GHrist t |
atonement, it is said, no nbait what particular theory of it without revealing to us, except in the most gerrahs,
we hold, and indeed even without holding any particular what it was? Might He not have told us simply that our
theory at all. So this substitutionary view, it is said, is aftesalvation depends upon the death of Christ without at all
all only one theory among many. telling us why that is so? We answer that He certainly might
This objection is based upon a mistaken view of thave done so; but the question is whether He has actually
distinction betveen fact and theory, and upon a somewhatlone so. Therera many things which He might
ambi guous use o Whatihnmeeanihy a d coficeivaldychavg done and yet has not actually done.

fi t h eé?&ndgubtedly the word often has rather an Conceivably, for example, He might have saved us by
unfavorable sound; and the use of it in the present placing us in a condition of unconsciousness and then
connection might seem to imply that the view of the awakening us to a new life in which sin should have no

atonement which i s desi gn place Butlss perfectly plairhtreaioas gy ndatter of fachHermasr ¢
of man to explain in his own way what God hasgivBut not done so; and even we, without poor finite intelligence,
mi ght not God have r eveal maypeahaps sed that idiowayidbetterftharathat. hi ng |
truly as the thing itself; might He nblimself have given He might conceivably have treated us thus. But,
the explanation when He gave the thing? In that case, ththank God, He has not done so; thank Godatebeen
explanation just as much as the thing itself comes to us wiased, in His infinite grace, to deal with us not as with
divine authority and it is impossible to accept one withousticks and stones, but as with persons; thank God He has
the other. been pleased to reveal to us in the cross of Christ a meaning

We have not yet, however, quite penetrated to thé¢hat stills the despairing voice of conscience and puts in our
heart of the matter. Men say that they accept the fact of thears a song of joy that shall resound to His praise so long
atonement without accepting the substitutionary theory oés eternity endures.
it, and indeedvithout being sure of any theory at all. The That richness of meaning is found only in the
trouble with this attitude is that the moment we say blessed doctrine that upon the cross the Lord took our place,
fat onement 0 we have alreadgabvEHesokepeeddaHi mael t hAa -
separates fact f r@aveninthe or gndeaanéitenemend God. o0 Ther e
most general and most indefinite sense that could contemplating the cross, and they should certainly not be
conceivably be given to the word, cannot possibly be a neglected by the Christian man. But it is a sad and fatal
mere fact, but is a fact as explained by its purpose and mistake to treat those other ways as though they lay on the
results. I f we say that asameplarennith thisare fdamentdl waly; omealitpéhe t 0 f
or an fAatonemento in the eeheere Bfhaoriesesabbdbf shimenat of
harmony between God and mare have done more than unless they are taken in connection with this one blessed
designate the mere external event; we have designatediiie heor y. 0 The ot her ways ar e
event with an explanation of its meaning. Christian man; but without it, they lead only to condusi

and despair.
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Thus the cross of Christ is certainly a noble as distinguished from mere eternal principles, canaot b
example of sefsacrifice; but if it be only that, it has no  regarded as a point in which the apostolic Church was in
comfort for burdened souls. It certainly shows how God contradiction to the teaching which Jesus Himself gave in
hates sin; but if it does nothing else, it only deepens our the days of His flesh, but finds its justification in the words
despair. It certialy exhibits the love of God; but if that ~ which Jesus uttered. Of course if Jesus really, as the New
alone, it is a mere meaningless exhibition which seems Testament bookall represent, candeto use the language
unworthy of God. Many things are taught us by the crossof a certain distinguished preac@enot primarily to say
but the other things are taught us only if the yeedintral  something but to do something, and if that something was
meaning is preserve@n the cross thpenalty of our sins done by His death and resurrection, then it is natural that
was paid; it is as though we ourselves had died in the full explanation of what was done adulot be given
fulfillment of the just curse of the law; the handwriting of until the death and resurrection had occurred.
ordinances that was against us was wiped out; and It is a great mistake, therefore, to regard the Sermon
henceforth we have an entirely new life in the full favor obn the Mount as somehow more sacred or more necessary
God. to the nurture of the Christian life than, for example, the

Theres, however , anotwbre r eightbchaptertofiRonmngutoalthbulgh tise fufi explanation
ofthecross © The objecti on c¢ o mefkredémptommcoudldnot beegivem bntil thp ledeeneng event
faith in a person in opposition to acceptance of a doctrindyad taken place, yet our Lord did, by way of prophecy, even
especially a doctrine based upon what happened long agn.the days of His flesh, point forward to what was to come.
Can we not, it is said, trust Chrig a present Savior He did point forward to catastrophic exe by which
without accepting a doctrine that explains the death that slvation was to be given to all men; all efforts to eliminate
died in the first century of our era? This question, in one this element in His teaching about the Kingdom of God
form or another, is often asked, and it is often answeredmave f ai |l ed. During Jesuso6 ¢
the affirmative. Indeed, the doctrinal message abousCh work which the Old Testament prophets had predicted was
is often represented as a barrier that needs to be done astdlyin thefuture; to the apostolic Church it was in the past;
in order that we may have Christ Himself; faith in a but both Jesus and the apostolic Church did proclaim, the
doctrine should be removed, it is said, in order that faith imne by way of prophecy, the other by historical testimony,

a person may remain. an event upon which the hopes of believers were based.

Whatever estimate may finally be made of this way Thus the notion that insistemeipon the message of
of thinking, it must at any rate be admitted at the start thaedlemption through the death and resurrection of our Lord
involves a complete break with the primitive Christian  places a barrier between ourselves and Him was not shared
Church. If any one thing must be clear to the historian, it s/ the earliest Christian Church; on the contrary, in the
that Christianity at the beginning was founded squarely apostolic age that message was regarded as the source of all
upon an account @hings that had happened, upon a piecéght and joy. And in the present instance, as in so many
of news, or i n ot lb&he matterisd sther instpanoas, it aan Beglwownpthat the apostles (and our
particularly clear in the summary which Paul gives of theLord Himself) were right.
primitive Jerusalem tradition in 1 Corinthians 1%:3 Howi The truth is that the whole opposition between faith
that Christ died for our sins accordjrto the Scriptures;  in a person and acceptance of a message about the person
and that He was buried, and thide rose again the third  must be given up. It is based, as we have already seen, upon
day according to the Scripturesd a false psychology; a person cannot be trusted without

The earliest Christian Church in Jerusalem clearhacceptance of the facts about the person. But in the case of
was founded not merely upon what always was true but Jesus the notion is particularly false; for it is just the
upon things that had happened, matrely upon eternal message about Jestl® message that sets forth His cross
truths of religion but upon historical facts. The historical and resurrection, that brings us into contact with Him.
facts upon which it was founded were, moreover, not barfé/ithout that message He would be forever redcegreat
facts but facts that had a meaning; it was not only said tha¢rson, but one with whom we could have no
fiChristdieddt hat woul d be ( att ol cenanmniodibdt thioughethatnoessdge AHeGbnmes te be our
were taken as a mere proper name and not in the full, lof8avior.True communion with Christ comes not when a
signification ofdbititeassidahmanambaelky fsaays, in contempl
fiChrist died foroursins©6 and t hat wasraghaebuwi tmantldeor AThi s was
meaning of the fact. In other words, itwas adoctrine. says with tears of gratitude

This passage is of cse not isolated inthe New Hi msel f f or me. 0
Testament teaching, but it is merely a summary of what is There is a wonderfullause in thaVestminster
really the presupposition of the whole. Certainly the Shorter Catechismwhich puts the true state of the case in
grounding of Christianity upon historical facts, uponeventsl assi ¢ f or m. AFaith in Jest
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ii s a saving grace, wher e atiiswodl, ifrwe ecomfdss/tieat His nvaly isrests that aurp o n
alone for salvatioras He is offered to us in the Gospe 0 flesh, so foul with sin may come again like the flesh of a
In that last clause, we have the center and core of the whitlle child and we may be .
matter. The Lord Jesus Christ does us no good, no matter And then will be revealed to us the fuller wonders
how great He may be, unless He is offered to us; and as@ salvation; then as the years go by, we shall come to
matter of fact, He is offered to us in the good news of Hisunderstand ever more and more the glory of the cross. It
redeeming workThere are other conceivable ways in may seem strange at first that Christ should be offered to us
which He might have been offered to us; but this has thenot in some other way, bab specially in this way; but as
advantage of Dbeing Godods wegywwinknowledde and m grace we shalhdomekio seeh a t
the | ong run, we may c¢ o me withimcreasing fullndssathat nGwagt ¢osld passilyly be s b

At the beginning, it is true, there may be mticéat  better than this. Christ is offered to us not in general but in

we cannot understand; there are things about the way ofthe Gospel; but in the Gospel, there is includikthe heart
salvation that we may at first have to take in the fullest of man can wish.

sense fion faith. o0 The greatest offense of all, perhaj
wondrous simplicity of the Gospel, which is so different J. Gresham Machen (188B37) was a prominent
from the plans Wwich we on our part had made. Like theologian best remembered for being the intellectual force

Naaman the Syrian, we are surprised when our rich fees apfdconservative opposition to liberal theology in American
our letters of introduction are spurned, when all our efforts ~ denominations during the early*2Gentury. He was a

to save ourselves by our own character or our own good professor of New Testament at Princeton Theological
works are counted as not of the slightesi avAre ndit Seminary from 1915 to 1929, after which time he left the
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascué webetkeay , s éih ool in revol t against t
than all the waters of Isra@l0 Ar e not our o wranddéouinded Wessminster Theological Seminary. In
put into operation the A p addiono topidtielss workin presesving and defendibgdhe fi r
Chri st master o by our own faith,fheowrdiesa tekthhook@fNew Tiestamens Greelowhicht
this strang message of the cross? But like Naaman we may is still widely used by seminaries today.

find, if we put away our pride, if we are willing to take God

Marks of the Masterd by the Old Scot

The Trouble with Hydrogen

The troubl e with hydr oauraalescopes havh detectesl p gosséiniebus A f i | | e
withitdnot fill ed as we ¢ onc egeérecegiblesfellarihbze, lcdmpdds hydrogesn atoms. f i | |
gl ass with water, but too af iThelprebdetm withdydrbgertis thanitthas beam s t

astronomer sd t heor i e #begab.o calculateththat theraiorisecompasingahisdebhlausicurtain
You see, hydrogen is the fundamental building collectively amount to far more total mass than all the stars

block in the cosmos. The astrophysicists and astrochemicah t he heavens. Thatoés a | ot

theorists believe that literally everything began with And this bulk has to becaounted for in any theory

hydroge® from water (HO) to the densest substances wef how the universe began. Most astronomers think the

know (think of armor platingfor instance) to the giant starsiniverse began with a small but extremely compressed

which popul ate the Milky Ways whirchlexpl odedghbl-F hoo:t

in space. call ed ABig Bang Theory. 0o Ac
And given the number of island galaxies, each withatte in the universe was present from the outset.

uncountable millions of stars, which our supgescopes A lesspopular conception of the great beginning of

are finding by tens of thousands and possililiians as it all is the ASteady State

they probe for the edges of space, they argue for a truly universe evolved in a more even, regular fashion, from the
enormous amount of elemental hydrogen. According to asignple to the complex, and from the titoythe tremendous.
rational theory our experts have come up with to accounBut according to this theory also, all the matter there ever
for how it all began, free hydrogen atoms should by now Wwél be was present in elemental form at the birth of the
almost norexigent. universe.

But it isndt. Loose hydr oBothinheaids bavestwoarenseendsus drawbaeks:e d
very far apart, but space is so unimaginablydasi large Neither can even venture a guess as to where all this matter
it reaches beyond a billion liglyears out from Earththat came from (they simply take
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can explain why the available hydrogen building blocks always sought to make God as remote as possible, if they
have not been used up. cannot do away with Him altogether.

Godbés written |l egacy, th

The problem of the unconsumed hydrogen atomswhen and how He madeghuniverse. It simply tells us that
led steadystate theorist Prof. Fred Hoyle of Cambridge He did so. The Word of God sums up all of creation in one

Universitytoastr t | i ng chain of cehpettuohaptBHydbegennong wit
he reasoned, ARis being stéadi tyeabaederhedhéavenhahdut

next level up the ladder of atomic complexity) throughoutThe Bible also explains where hydrogen, along with

the universe, and this conversionisa-aneay p r o c erytéing else, came from, but it is an explanation which
How comes it then that the universe cetsalmost entirelyr e q u i r é'roughdaitht wie unddistand that the

of hydrogen? If matter were infinitely old, this would be worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
guite impossible. o which are seen were not made of things which do appear

Professor Hoyle then drew a logical, if amazing, (Heb. 11:3). In other words, tivisible was made from the

conclusion: AWe see that inJisible theamateealfrora theiremateral; thetplaysicali t
creation issue simply cannot be dodged. And Ikhirat of from the spiritual. God, who is Spirit, created the universe

all the various possibilities that have been suggested, f r om what we woul d term fAnot

continuous creation i ha asi | yrudehoghnatstakes fithttoiaccépa But whichy .

Hoyle suggested is that somehow new hydrogen is steadikes more faith: tbelieve that God created the universe as

being created coming into existence moment by momenthe Bible states or to believe that somehow, without a

out of nothingnesgp replace the hydrogen which is beingcreator, a vast universpanning cloud of hydrogen came

transmuted into other substances. into being from nothingness; and out of this chaos came
This, of course, merely lends immediacy to the-ageganization and life in all its glorious cqiexity?

old unanswered question: If it is true that the entire material Personally, | find it much easier to take God at His

universe ultimately traces back to hydrogehere did the Word!

hydrogenc ome from? The worl dés scientists, including
Prof. Hoyle, have no answer at all to this pudzieless The OIld Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon,
they believe in God. with his wife, Marga.

But if we believe in God, there is no need to
imagine something coming out of nothing by itself. Nor is* Source:The Origin of the Solar Systedohn C.
there any need to try to ingdillions of years between the Whitcomb, Presbyterian & Reformed Pub. Co.,
beginning of all things and today. Unrepentant men havePhiladelphia, 1964quote from p. 23).

(

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel

KeyWords for the Kingdom: AMG Publishers
By Justin Lonas

This column highlights the ministriesBiscipled s the ways more people connect with AMG than any other is
parent organization, Advancing the Ministries of the Gosplelough our book publishing arm, AMG Publishers.

(AMG) International, a nordlenominational missions As a reader oPulpit Helps and nowDisciple,
agency youdre probably quite fami/l
A lot of people are involved with AMG Zodhiates. Even after his homegoing last year, we continue

International and never realize it. In faaipge of us at the to publish his Exegetically Speaking column in each issue.
home office joke that our Thoogh hiso60+sybacs oflwdrk vite AMGih @assior waa |
t h e drepf@ayon the fact that we serve in over 40  always the Gospel @hrist, and this was expressed in deed
countries around the world and that we have such a divetismugh the work of AMG around the world and in word
array of ministries that fthougtshisvaghfulyexpdsitidnofiScripturdin dozens ofl | u

peopleexactly who AMG is and what we do. exegetical studies and the page®olpit Helpsand

As you know (we hope!), by subscribing to Disciple
DiscipleMagazine, you are participating in the ministries of To facilitate this, AMG started AMG Publishs in
AMG, but you or your church may also support a 1980, and it was, at first, devoted largely to distributing

missionary with ties to us, or you may sponsorachildorZodhi at es® commentaries and
nationawor ker t hrough AMGO&s cykars)hdwewer iehasekpanded torprpduce @ wide variéty

C
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of books across genres, and has reached many thousands in  God and Country is dedicated to titles related to
the U.S. and arowd the world with scriptural teachingandAmer i cads Chri stian heritage

other encouraging materials. JudeeChristian values and biblical public service. The
Perhaps the bekhown (andmostwidely bestreceived works from this line include tBattlefields
distributed) book from AMG Publishers is thiebrew and Blessingseries, daily devotionals comprised of stories

Greek KeyWord Study Bibéelited by Zodhiates (and, in  from soldiers in the field reflecting on the brevity of life,
later editions, Warren BakeiVhereas the study Bible is the virtues of courage and love, and the mercy of God in the
not a new concept, theeyWord Study Bibldirst published face of conflict. Thus far, volumes representing the

in 1984, combines elements of a typical study Bible Revolutionary Warthe Civil War, World War 11, and the
(commentary, study notes, cragferences, etc.) with current wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have been published,
Hebrew and Greek dictionari@smportant terms in each with more in the works.

verse ofthe English text are linked to the Hebrew or Greek The reasons that AMG publishes books are the
word in the original text from which they are translated. same reasons behind every other aspect of ourdntrk
TheKeyWord available in KIVNASB, and NIV, has advance the ministries of the Gosfmlthe glory of God.
continued to give believers a deeper understanding of Whether providing a pastor in Uganda with his very first
Scripture through many 4issues (mostecently in 2009)  concordance and study Bible, helping a skeptical teen

and today has more thane million copiesin print. encounter Christ through engaging fiction, or leading a

In addition to the KWSB, AMG Publishers small group to deeper understanding of the Word, AMG
produces many other reference books, Bible studies andbooks are powéul and durable ministry tools.
commentaries, such as thellowing Godseries and the As Christians we are a i

21* Century Biblical Commentarseries. In recent years, because God has revealdinselfto us through language.

AMG Publishers has also begun issuing titles under two At AMG, we believe that God always powerfully uses His

imprints, Living Ink Books and God and Country Press. Word, and we strive to faithfully proclaim that Wordatib
Living Ink is a bl ank enmenthroygh all mgans fitour dishdddh o s

inspirational titles and Christian fiction. Some of these

books, particularlyhie Raising Dragonseries by Bryan For more information, visit
Davis and théAmazing Tales d¥flax & Liz series by Jenny www.amgpublishers.comr look for AMG Publishers titles
L. Cote, have found wide followings among Christian youth at your local Christian bookstore.

looking for alternatives to popular fiction written from a
biblical worldview and integrating truth intéasies that stir
the imagination.

Book Review

The Pil gr i,dobrsBui®yanoQriginally publishedoutheastern England who, by 1660, had grown in
in 1678.Best Recent Reprintfrom Moody Classics, 2007, popularity because of his preaching and writings but was
Moody Publishers, Chicago, ISBN 9780802456540, 218 jailed for 12 years for his refusal to operate within the
pages, $7.99, softcover. official church under KingCharlesllPi | gr i més Pr
was born out of Bunyanods i mg
Edi t or pPedodidalytités:our practice to opportunity to reflect on his life up to that point, the
review books from-gieac av @ sufdingaandhardshipgs ofifotlowifigrCarist, and the hope
remain presci ent stdadof thedatest y 6f sterdaleglory that ®istainedihim in prison.
releases from Christian publishers. As mast readers are probably quite familiar with
Though it is less often read today (a factlikely Bunyanés work (1 first encol
owing more to the contemporary decline in literacy than tas a middleschool student), a brief summary of the plot
any decrease in it®ts$l gowendould3dufibve®i Bg ny ad 8 anxpangive allegory
Progresshas made an indelible impré&ss on generations framed as the recounting of a dreahthe author. It tells
of believers since its publication in 1678. It has been the story of Christian, a man burdened by knowledge of his
recently repackaged by Moody Publishers as part of theisin exposed by the Word of Gasho is sent on a journey
excellent AMoody CIl assi c s ttheaossiteraieve the burden by a man named
Bunyan (1628L688) was a Nonconformist (that is,Evangelist. As Christian travels on, he encounters those
Protestant, but outside of the ChudaffEnglan@d Bunyan along tke way who assist him in his goal (Help, Goodwill,
specifically was a Reformed Baptist) pastor from the Interpreter, Prudence, Piety, Charityd many others)


http://www.amgpublishers.com/
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and many who attempt to sidetrack or destroy him (Worldly While it should not necessarily be held up as any
Wiseman, the beast Apollyon, the giant Despair, Ignorankmd of spiritual authority (which was never its intended

and others), each creativddyt clearly representing a purpose), Bunyanb6s masterpi e

heavenly being or earthly attitude. After the long, arduousapture the imagination and the heart in pursuit of God. It is

journey, Christian arrives at the Celestial City to be a timeless reminder that the Christian life is never stagnant,

welcomed by the Lord. and often difficult, but always pursued under the direction
Though Bunyanés | an g u aagdevatthkileyeofthe borde wh a 't

archaic, the storybsingvat hos and message ring true

age. He wrote the book less as a literary expression thanJastin Lonas

a creative portrayal of the Christian life to move the

common man to salvation and sanctification. As such, Type: Allegory

Pi |l gr i mo emaihs mth aneascassible and powerftarget: All
visualization of uohangeable spiritual truths. Take: Must Read

Sermon Help® From SermonHall.com

Sermon Outline You Cand Distract God
Standing Firm as a Christian Soldier
1 Timothy 1:1820 | remember that when | was in high school we had
a mathematics teacher who loved to talk. If our lesson was
I. The Preparatiofil:18a) difficult and we wanted to avoid tackling it, one of the
A. Your charge. students would adroitly put a question to the teacher to get
1. How are you doing at teaching sound him started. Goodbye to theésson for that day!
doctrine? We often try to treat God in a similar manner,
2. Do you know sound doctrine? thinking to distract Him from His subject. When He tells us
B. Your capacity. we must repent in order to be saved from sin, we resort to a
1. Are you on Go@ team? philosophical argument as to what constitutes sin. Be
2.1f so, are you bearing fruit? careful. Gods not an easily distracted professor of
3. Are you still digesting the simpler thingsmathematics. He knows all our tricks.
of Scripture instead of moving on to the Anonymous
deeper truths?
C. Your calling: What is your spiritual gift? He Kept Preaching
II. The Instruction (1:18{19a)
A. Your combat: Are you helping tisnuff out There once was an efdshioned prophet who came
untruth? to a large city. His agenda was pretty simpRepent or
B. Your conviction: Are you deepening your faith perishb At first, many of the citgs residents listened to his
in God? sermons. But after a few days, they went back to doing
C. Your conscience: Is it toleratiray teaching false what they wanted to doand listening to this prophet was
doctrine? not on their list of things to do.
IIl. The Warning(1:19b6-20) The prophet did not stop preaching. Every day he
A. Rejecters of the Word. would stand in the marketplacedapreach to those within
1. Are you guarding & fighting for the the sound of his voice. A shopkeeper approached the
truth? prophet and aske@Why are you still preaching? No one is
2. Are you using truth to navigathrough paying any attention to yauThe prophet narrowed his
life? eyes and respondeiim preaching so their hardness to the
B. Embracers of the world: Are you letting go of gospé will not change meé
those who want to serve the world? Are you allowing a little evil into your life each
ConclusionWhais your choicd active or inactive duty? day? Or do you bind yourself to God so closely that it has
Only one pleases God! no room to get in? D@hcompromise and allow the leaven

Jim Stevanus of the world to water down the gospel. Keep on living and
teachimg the truth. The more you speak it and hear it, the
Illustration s less likely you ag to be corrupted by the world.
Anonymous
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Bulletin Inserts A true friend knows when to talk and when to listen.
On Friendship Real friends are those who, when you feelg/eumade a
fool of yourself, doifee | youbve done a p
Every man is like the company he keeps. These four are Anonymous
Euripides

| can live for two months on one good compliment
A friend is one before whom you may think aloud. Mark Twain

When you dislike a person, do something nice for him. Treat your friends as you do your pictures; always show
them in their best light.

Choose your friends for what they are, and not by what they Old Union Reminder

have.

News Updat® 6/14/10

Episcopalians Booted from Anglican Bodies over in the 1950s for more than 100,000 active members today,
Homosexual Bishops according to BIM statistics.

Religion News Service reports that the Episcopal Religion Today Summaries
Church has been removed from Anglican committees that
engage in dialogue with other Christians and consider Florida Enacts Legislation Protecting Private
doctrinal issues. The action is the latest fallout from the Prayer in Schools
churchds consecr aualibishopsof openly homosex

The Rev. Kenneth Kearon, secretary general of the Florida has enacted a new law protecting the rights
Anglican Communion, the worldwide fellowship that of individuals atpublic schools to engage freely in prayer
includes the Episcopal Church as its U.S. branch, outlineshd other religious expression. Gov. Charlie Crist signed
the demotionsni a letter published alune 7. Archbishop ofthe bill, which had been passed by the legislature in May,
Canterbury Rowan Wilims, the spiritual leader of the  onJune 4
communion, proposed the removals last month. The bill originated as a response to a controversy

Kearon said he wrote to Episcopalians on the  surrounding the Santa Rosa CouBthool District, which
affected committees last Thursday to inform them of the had been pressured by the American Civil Liberties Union
changes. The one Episcopalian onfifaéth and ordey (ACLU) to adopt a policy that forbade all school personnel
committee, the Rev. &herine Grieb of Virginia, can servefrom engaging in nowfficial schootrelated religious
as a consultant, but not a member, Kearon said. activities.

Religion Today Summaries The law states that district school boards et
employees are prohibited from taking proactive measures,

Nepal Churches Growing Despite Tensions, Groupi ncl udi ng making agreements,

Says rights or freedoms afforded to instructional personnel,

Nepal 6s churches ar e nSshool siaff, otstudenisgby theoRish Amgndmentitathe t h
political turmoil in the countryWorthyNewsreports. United States Constitatin . 0 It says that
International Christian Concern (ICC) says that churchesfilr om At he i ndi vi dual whose ¢
Nepal are actually growing while the Maoist party i mpactedo would be necessar)
continues strikes and protests. taken.

ichurches are growing by Thewyepien opthedill sigaed intg Igw by Gov.
everywhere, o amid diffi cu€ristiwdl grevengsghpofoffigalsifrpnyinterfefiigdhe n at i «
Ministries (BIM) President Sandy Anderson, who spent tfieligious expression of students and school employees at
last 25 years working with Christians in Nepal. events. However, it would not authorize official, organized

AWe have had a heavy tSchool rrayar ireigipusiexpresgienpos recognitop ef God at
despite the difficult situation the church continuesto ~ €vents such as sports events and student assemblies.
thrive. o The chur ch ymumdese n c e Nengtkeless,thgew taw wilf pseentisijuaiions

like that in the Santa Rosa County school district, where
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school officials caved to ACLU pressure and signed ontopaievent an escalation wfar along the Demilitarized Zone,

Consent Decree in 2008 which prohibited religious a2bmilewi de buffer between Kor
expression, such as voluntary, studeittated prayersio  armies.
off-the-clock religious discussion among adults. Open Doors President/CEO Carl Moeller said,

LifeSiteNews i Ther e6s more scrutiny on tt
who are able to flee as refugees are being captured, and
Guatemala Faces Twin Disasters over Weekend when t hey6re captured, theyor
ASSIST News Service reports that Guatemala hagonvicts. Secondly, the underground networks of believers
been hit with a double disaster, as the Pacaya volcano are under more pressure as a result of more government

erupted May 27, and Hurricane Agatha hitGwatemala i nfi Il tration. o0 He also said
coast 24 hours later. The rains, in particular, have brougzwwo ul d cause finiilelsi,oons of ca-t
mudslides and road wastuts that have resulted in nearly Religion Today Summaries

100 deaths in Central America, primarily in Guatemala.
The New Life Chil dr en 6Rolicel Arnest Twd Pastars irekKhrnataka State,
miles north of the volcarn immediately began to receive alndia
hail of small rocks and ash after the eruption. Agatha was ASSIST News Service reports that two pastors
dissipating over the mountains of western Guatemalay were arrested by Karnataka State Police on May 19 after a

after it made | andfal |l as greupdf Hitdp radicald accasedtiemof foreesful  t h e 1
border with Mexico with winds up to 45 mph. The rains, conversioninadhl dr endés progr am.

however, continued as the rivers continued to rise and word Pastors Shanth Kumar, 27, and Nagesh Kumar, 35,
filtered out from isolated areas of more deaths in landslidesd organized a Vacation Bible School (VBS) for the
A major mncern is that the rains mixing with the village children for three days and there were abowt®5
lava ash may form a mud almost as strong as cement, wbkthiren who participated in the program.
will seriously complicate cleanp efforts. The arrests occurred after an estied 30 people
Religion Today Summarieshelonging to Hindu radical groups Bajrang Dal and
Bharatiya Janatha Party forced their way inside the meeting
Korean Tensions Causing Increased Persecution hall to accuse the pastors. The pastors and two teenage
Christian persecution watchdogs and moiss students were taken to the Police Station.
organizations worry that the abrupt halt in relations between A court imprisoned the pastoosernight before
North and South Korea wi l teleasiaguhene on hail.dastod Shanth Kuanar wdrkg for i n
Korea. Youth Mission Movement and Pastor Nagesh Kumar works
According to Mission Network News, on Thursdayor Campus Crusade for Christ.
North Korea invalidated the 2004 accord designed to Religion Today Summaries
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Chur c h HhyJoe MaKeever

“T'Mm A FURLOUGHING MISSIONARY AND I'D LIKE
TO GWE YOU AN CPPORTUNITY TO SERVE THE LORD
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME REAPING HUGE SAVINGS
ON YOUR TAXES. IN SHORT, LEND ME A CAR/”

“T AGREE JEREMIAH AND E2EKIEL
ARE tTIMELY AND CURRENT IN THEIR
MESSAGE TO OUR GENERATION.

PO_YOU REALLY THINK THEY NEED
THEIR O\NN/ WEB SITES 74
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ACROSTIC #50: ANSWERS

ANSWERS
Elkanah and Hannah (1 Sam. I: y 7 .
F9.50) IT‘IR.ST PETER (2:11) —
“Dearly beloved, I beseech you
prophet (1 Sam. 3:20) G " = A
ar S 9:10) S el as strangers and pllgrm.m,
also was a judge of Isracl (1 Sam abstain from fleshly lusts, which
s war against the soul.”
. Ramah (1 Sam. 7:17)
Joel (called Vashniin | Chr, 6:28) A. DUETS
and Abiah (1 Sam. 8:2). B. FOLLOWERS
. Saul (1 Sam. 10:1) and, later, C. lBLEAM
David (1 Sam. 16:13). D. RIBOFLAVIN
Mizpeh (1 Sam. 7:5-11) E. SYNGE
7. Eben-czer (1 Sam. 7:12) F: IHELASAR
. ks (1S G. PECCARY
Agag, king of Amalekite: S
1\§ ,‘fj) ing of Amalekites (1 Sam H. E]GHTY
: I. TWINGES
Naioth in Ramah (1 Sam. 19:18) l ESARHADDON
Moses and Aaron (Ps. 99:6); K. RISSAH
Moses (Jer. 15:1). In both in- e g
stances, the passages depict L. BUSTS
Samuel as an intercessor J

<
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By Mark Oshman

Onnext page

Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham

Originally published irPulpit Helps Octoberl995
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HIDDEN WISDOM: BIBLE ACROSTIC # 51

BY MARK A. OSHMAN

Solve the acrostic by using the clues listed below to guess the words and by transferring the letter above each
number to its appropriate place in the diagram. The result will be a Scripture verse of admonition, comfort, or
instruction. The initial letters of the answers will contain the name of the book from which the verse was taken.

HAPPY SOLVING!!

1G |2k |3L 4c
!

13H | 141 | 15D | 16C

251 |26M |27E | 28A |29G

38K |391 |40D |41L a2A

521 |s3C .s-u( SSB | S6L

651 |66C | 67N |68G | 69K | 70F

8IM |82G |83N |84F |85A |86C




