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AHal |l owed Be Thy Nameo: Procl ai ming Godos
By Spiros Zodhiates

AWhat 6s i n a name Romexvr ot e M&dsMiiraomiges, the raostinated Jewish

andJuliet A A rose by any othecommert wbaflt dobmehé Bbsddl e Ac
sweet. o0 By this h efanabjectisna thendmes ¢of &ad whidh eccunia Scepture are derived from
not really too important, since the name by which we callHis works except one, and that is Jehovah; and this is called
things does not alter their character or essence. To call therplain name, because it teachesnbfaind

by some other name would really make no essential unequivocally the substance
difference. This may be true of the names of objects, but Robert Girdlestone, in hiSld Testament

when it cones to the names of persons, it is a different Synonyms wr ot e, NnGodds personal
matter. This reasoning is especially untrue when it comesftélis dealings with man, the unchangeableness of His

the name of God. promises, and the whole revelation of His redeeming ynerc

We begin to realize the importance of thatname gat her s round the name of Je
when we consider that the Lord taught us to pray, God sai d of Byrmymnantedahaovahar c
fiHallowed be Thy name6 Whii Mapt we h alwhsd motknownuntothem ( Ex. 6: 3) . What
Thee?d0 |t would help us t statementdneeansihéew df the facethat teeanaame of f or
petition if we first realize that God called Himself by Jehovah is first used as early as Genesis 2:4, and that it is
various names in the Scriptures in order to reteak the used many times throughout the whole book? The meaning
nature of His character and attributes. These revelationsis not that they had never heard the name, or known it in
were mae for the purpose of instilling within us the propethat sense, but that they had not understood the significance
concept ofGod and the proper attitude toward Him. of it.

A name is the summary of a person. It is the In Exodus 33:184:7, we read of one particular
catchword that supersedes the necessity of interminable occasion when God revealkelimself, His character, and
descriptions and renders amplification neesllggsetting  His attributes through His name. In verse 18 of this passage,
before us the whole persbrhis face, form, and properties.Mo s e s  pl bemgeeh thee, shiew methygloty He wa
Its use instantly recalls to us the person, figanel told that to see the face of God was impossible, but that he
distinctive characteristics in one. In a sense, then,thename ul d be pri vil eged afteoHel o0 k
is the person. By it, the absent, distant, inaccessible manhiad passed by in all His glory. Exodus 3%:5ays that the
made present and comprehensible to us. As with the uselafrd descended, passed before him, and in answer to that
the human name, so also it is with the name of God. prayer for a proclgited therfamebitise g |

One of the first names by which God called Lord. O
Himself in the Old Testament, and the name by which He Wh at was t hat nameaet?h aVas |
particularly revealed Himself to the Jews, wasovah(the AMO¢, of the original revelation? As we read verses six and
Latinized version of the HebreWHWH). This is often seven, we see that the name of God as given here is actually

transl ated i nLORDOgsing allicapiail bt ke s8mfAof Gohd 1bosd, thee tardrGod) ut e s :
letters to distinguish it from another Hebrew wokdonaj  merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
al s o t rLardds)éhavahdsdhe fiame of God most goodness and truth, keeping mercytfausands, forgiving
used in the Old@estament, occurring 6,283 times. The  iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no
name is rooted in the Hebrew wdrdyah wh i ¢ h meaasclkear thd goiley. 0 ,Gurtdas He & in mercy
bed oroTrhhuesi nche name -existegtn i and righgeouSrtess,en beuadless compassion, and in just
One, 0 the one who i n Hi mspmdghenfptolsaste sisetsHies sifemd me | I i f e
per manent exi BAMence. He i s t I©Oee ndme cannot comprehensively desgrib

course, the qualities, or even the chief quality, of a complex
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human character. How much less, then, can one name o f bei ng. However, when t he
demonstrate the complex and incomprehensible charactéh af g i) arezuged, there is an actual declaration of what
God? And yet, there is one name that expresses to thosdsafd is. He is holy. That holiness ought to be recognized
us who a rnildeen Behiglbest and fullest and exhibited by all.
comprehension of all His attributes and of His character. It Onl y God 6 sogmzk holindss @ moral e ¢
is that name which brings Him nearer to us than any othgrerfection in the character of God. The inanimate universe
t he ndatken.of speaks loudly of the majesty and glory of god, bwenef

Would it surprise you to learn that not everyoneceln s mor a l perfection. Anyone
truly hall owv &nod®6 s uHalowed bea arfob @8t only t he true C@risti e
Thynamé ? Ac thallawl doeff ndé6t mealoliy ® wniatkle any true appreci e
holy, o0 but Ato exhibit asmdamingy. 0 The Greek word used
hagiasthétod hagios whi ch means s e p a rEaerydlaver byits faifhaeadvarytleaf by its
but it involves the idea of separation because of purity. delicate tracery of veins, every insect by its wonderful

There is a distinct mor al strocturereeety atar byatsindividual tatiiance glornfies . |t
something that is set apart as different from what is arou@bd declares His gloryrad magnificence. As the Psalmist
it. asserts iTmeheavens daclaie $he gldfy of @od

Our first concern in prayer is that everything whicthe Creator: His power, His magnificence, His grandeur,
takes place contributés the realization that God is pure, His skill, and His wisdom.
undefiled and holy. He permits nothing in answer to prayer But the only mirror in w
that will be a cause of the desecration of His character asédflected is the hearts of Hisittren. Their hearts and souls
is observed by all His creation. Therefore, Godwillnot ivener ate and adore Him, anc
answer our individual petitions for wiing of whichthe consci ous homage. Godods i mac
end result is not the recognition by the whole universeofb e |l i ever b yThelnevsnansdo Chay st Pa Gl
the holiness of God. God is essentially holy in His being.Co | o s s i asmenewsgd intkkAowledde after the image
The idea is not that we make Him more l@okhat would  of Himthat created him 0
be impossible. It is rather that we recognize that holinesson T h e p eHallowed berThyfhamed t her e f ¢
our part and seek to exhibit it to all others. carries the idea of rational moral agents who have
To fihall owd means al s oacquiced byvirte aftcreadian, adio theycasé of dldcte
name of God which stands for the character of God angels, and by virtue of redemption, as in the case of
must be treated as holy. The first petition certainly knockbeliever® a capacity to tly comprehend and appreciate
down any temptation for us to treat God with vulgar the holiness of God. Only such as these can truly pray,
familiarity just because He is our Father. Remember, ourfiHallowed be Thy nameo
Lord didndt tCQGuiFhthep® Pwst At o daoking dirBctly and fixedly at God dazzles and
Father, who art in heaveno bewilders human reason, even as looking directly and
True, there is the closest relationship between fixedly at the sun dazzles and disables thadmeye. We
Hi msel f and us, as a r es usimplyoahnot€dmprehend&Ged omHis hdiness within the
Nevertteless, He is still to be considered as being far abdaeulty of natural human reason. Reason will never be able
us. In order to enforce that concept of His utter superiorityg ascertain a moral, unified, perfect, holy purpose in the
the Lord gives us the first petition, so that our primary  seeming hodgepodge of providential events in our lives.
concern in prayer is immediately established: to preserve This is whypurely nominal Christians never pray
and exhibit His holings among all people. first that Gododés name be hal
When t he |wilsantctifyisMygreatnamie r epeat the words of the Lorc
(Ezek. 36:23), He meant , prdayinwuch a waye ikwoulddfiisttbe riedessarynfat thematk e
seen in its true hol i nes sre@gnaHisthdlirressoButlsuaimrecodnaianis imposeible n
fiThey shall sanctify My name, and sanctify the Holy Onevathout help from God Himself. Just as your child can
Jacomb (I's. 29:23), the mea nnevergnderstand ydur ¢characteradaddther fromeyouo g n i
Me as hol vy, and treat Me @ccoedihgéyaoti ons, SO WwWe Cé
This twofold use of t hsimplwhy judgingiHinaftom ldisvactioma & yespbnse to our
illustrated by the corresponding twofold use of the word selfish petitionsSo meone once wisely W
figlorifyo ddxazdtenh oGrgehe ki,h aGoddsd sa hweoarrdt ooff | ove by His
leser meaning, being applicable also to created beingsén&t her 6 s wi |l Il i ngness to expl
things, whereas to be #fh alaidgugeavtlythe does whashe does, in drderdad the child to |
to God. ATo glorifyodo i n Gleanddkattribndeskindnessiar mboraghteessotgtineifather. o n
what h i & 0 % & Adfived fronal ro tk, ehih This is exactly why God revealed His holiness to us

e
means fAto MomMmmban opi mio@ sthréugh Hss pregaekSonowho hadhakvays heantinedhe bosom
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of the Father (John 1:18). This is why the Lord Jesus said)riginally published in 1980 as part of thebdok e L or d
AfHe that hath seen me hath seen the F&myerdamAMG Bublishers 1 4 :
Undag st and Jesus and you understand Godés holiness.
Receive Jesus and you receive His holiness. Only then can Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as
you exhibit Godoés hol i nes gresidér ad AMGHraernational énrChattahoogahTernessee i
character of God, reflected in the mirror of a redeemed  for over40 years, was the founding editorRaflpit Helps
humanity. Magazine, and authored dozens of exegetical books

Requisite Tools The Basics of Ministry
By Kevin DeYoung

What tools must be i n resoucesy,itwilles ham fobhsn ta gow in deptlk ghd Wh a
skills must he possess? Or to put it baldly: what musta br eadt h of insight. | f a pas¢
pastor do reasonably well to be a good pastor? probably wonan help others |

Notice what | &m not asking. | 6m not asking about
the theology of t he pdineds.oll. ABastoriMbseBe pldesd Relatédts Peppier s o n a |
These are both essenéiainore important than particular There are many ways for a pastor to connect with
gifting. Every pastor must keep a close watch on his life people. He could thrive on hospital visitation, enjoy-one
and his doctrine (1 Tim. 4:16). But what must a padt@ one mentoring, excel at leading a small group, or work hard
That s the subject of t hi atengaginhgthe ktaf. There wallways be people around in

I n other wordsst | ewd s Craigssyganea goau pastér must make an effort to be
good shape (Character and Convictions). What is requireatound at least some of those people.
by the third € Competence? The following is not an Relationships take many forms. You could be a
exhaustive Iist, and | c e gregaribus éxiyoveited pastor orcalp@enderng intmoveli.e e )
each area. But from my experience, a local church @astoSome of us are good with cluhat.Others loathe it and
| 6m itmg nikn particul ar of ®phefrol anof nii$ enaiter qpnast os @t
solo pastad must be competent in five areas. definitely not saying pastoral ministry is just for the-out

going. But if a man cannot deal kindly, gently, andtoot
I. A Pastor Must Be Able to Teach awkwardly with people, he should think twice abounea

One of the few differences in the qualifications fopastor.
elders and deacons, and the only skill in the list, is that an One good question to consider: does this man make
elderms t abletottach (1 Tim. 3: 2)f.rildndsheeadidley? ilsdbd hlreesi t at e
senior or solo pastor he will labor especially in preachingmake or keep friends.
and teaching (1 Tim. 5:17). Churches will put up with a
variety of deficiencies, but most churches will quickly groill. A Pastor Must Be Able to Lead
impatient withapastavh o canét teach. This one is tricky. By #f

Granted, teaching and preaching are skills we  pastor must be aentrepreneurial ggetter. But a pastor
develop over time, so it can be hard to determine if a youngst be someone with followers. He must be willing to take

man i s Aapt to teach. 0 Buastaodktobeampopllar at inee$. ble needsacspire and the ¢
the ministry he should be able to communicate the Wordadfility to make tough decisions. If a man needs to be liked
God with someneasure of confidence and clarity. by everyone al ladyttotheapastomA, h e
A few things to look for: pastor must not be afraid to influence. And if he is not a
1)Does he | i ke teachi n gbdlduisfonaty,¢he pasta swustthe the kindkoéleader who h e
wondt get better at it. empowers others with more pronounced leadership gifts.

2) Can he communicate with children? It would be
great training, and a wonderful proving ground, for pastot¥. A Pastor Must Stay Relatively Organized (Or
to teacHirst graders before they enter ftilne ministry. Surround Himself with Those Who Can Do This for

Good teachers know how to make deep truths Him)
understandable. Conversely, if you make simple things Il wanted to use the word
confusing, you may not have the gift of teaching, not yet.one, but | decided against it for fear of being

3) Does he like to read? Some pastorsreadalotmi sunder st ood. I dondét think

Others will read slowly or not as often. But if a pastor  administrative gurus. In fact, | imagine no one has ever
doesndt | ike to read ( as s entmiecsgmahyasvithitha dream that kesnight bne dag loeo d
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able to keep a church running smoothly. Administration iso be. We camccomplish a lot on our own, but the stuff
not what ministry is about, at least not what it should be that really matters requires prayer because it requires God.
about. A man who does not pray should not preach.

But thereds no way ar oun dAsiyou:.canéell thess fiveocompetensids ardrotv e
some basic organization skil. Heéah f or get agogbioimpottame.Thedirst, second, and fifth, are
all the time or show up | essetial andshald leerthg foaud ofl ministrys Thenthkird and n
needs to return phone calls and understand how a meetifauish can be fudged a little, but cannot be ignored. In my
run. Of course, we all forget things. We all drop the ball experience, all five abilities are necessary for pastoral
from time to time. Being a pastor does not require ministry in the United States. Some pastors will be
omniscience or omnicompetence. excellent in several categes. Some will be very good in

But we must be responsible. Right or wrong, yourone and pretty good in the others. No pastor will be a model
church may not noti ce r i gimallfiearaag. Butifl wgreavauatieg aseénonpry studentb e
with people or i f you c an ébbuttbentrdhe ministry, ortf hwere in a chgreh dookimg | «

notice quickly if you are not dependable. Basic for a pastor, | Odenosmeach t o s e

administrativecompetence is required for pastoral ministrgategory.

in North America. I f you donét have it as a pastor, f

people who do and let them take care of you for the good of © 2010 Kevin DeYoung. Originally published at

the church. www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevindeyoutised by
permission.

V. A Pastor Must Pray

If this tool gets rusty, no one will kndwat least Kevin DeYoung is senior pastor of University Refed
not at first. It is impossible to survive as a pastor without Church in East Lansing, Michigan. He is the authioe
the other four skills, but, sadly, it is easy to survive, even Good News We Almost Forgdtist Do Somethin@gnd ce

thrive, without this one. But the pastor that can thrive authoroWhy We dr e Not Emergent
without prayer is not the pastor | want, nor the pastor | want Should Be)
AClap Your Hands, Al Peopl es! @ P@&t®dGNnti nued

By Tim Schoap

This is the sixth article in a series on worship.  instruments, bowing, raising hands, clapping, shouting and
Previous articles have defined worship as ascribing suprsit@mce, dancing and standing still.
worth to God, something that touches all of life, but for the We said that rather than command a physical
purposes of this series, our focus has been on corporateresponse in worshigi.e,i Rai se your hands
worship as the body of Clsti will serve our people better if we help them understand
Webve said that our coGpddsategel owoiresshi o muklsat btehei r
Trinitarian, worshipping God as He has revealed Himselfhands to Him (or sing, standstdlr cl apé) . And
Father, Son, and Spirit. It must be Waaturated, so that that physical expression by itself is not thigical part of
the content of our worship teaches us, by Scripture, whoworship.Physical expression in worship must flow from
God is and what He has done.dAn we 0 v e s a i da heatt that seeksito honor GodPhysical expression in
worship must be Gospekntered, focused on the incredibiorship, without the desire to honor God from the heart,
truth that even when we were lost in sin, God reached damith hinder true worship, not help.
to us and brought wus t o Hi ms énlthis articlerwe wilgbhing thigliscussidan toche at h
Cross. close with a focus on practical application. How should
Wedve | ooked at t he d odhysicabekpressios e displayed, especialyhin apstrongdy n
have seen th&od wants our worship to be creative, to sigble-believing but somewhat reserved church? What

His praise with a variety of music, new, old, voeaid follows are three practical considerations when it comes to
instrumental, and He wants our worship to be marked byphysical exprssion in the corporate worship service.
excellence. And finally, we 0 WFiest, weall nded tolguard againsrinsisingomn the s |

be filled with Godhonoring emotion, and that suchemotidghChur ch of My Cup of Tea. 0 ¢
is often expressed in Scripture physically, the focus of theonnotations on outward expression, thinking that people
previous article. We saw that God created our bodies to who do that are just showing off, or are overly eowi, or
glorify Him, and that the Bible says quite a lot about whatever. But Gododés Word mus
expressing our praise physically, includsigging, playing our preferences. After all, our bodies react to what affects

us deeply. If | knock something over, | reach out to grab it
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without even thinking. When | see my granddaughter, | looking to impose a rulebook on gathered worship, because
open my armsWhen my favorite team scores, | shoutandve t oo easi ly justify oursel
raise my hands. | 6 ve evenandendup missing thebiggeoissue lofdoping &addvithjalll m |
about. our heart, soul, mindnd strength. Rather than argue over

So why should a church service be the only placghiscoomand or that, itds bette
where we canbdt expr ess phsoslimnddnd bpdy vefeeat tvhawSeriptlire says @abolvh e n
something in Scripture hits us, we should feeéffosay honori ng, praising, worshipi
AAmen. 0 When we sing, ANo p o Whrd, thisif anlarea where oar worship dioesme o f
ma n , can ever pl uck me f r ionpactithbse arduadrusl Each omeeof us ib apmfortdblefwithe |
to raise our hands i n wor differierpdegréatoéphysivakexpsession Wiilé'tbeufacus bfl
has washed away my si n, Jeuswosshipistalwayst& beysodHjmSelf,we areschlledun d
free to clap our hads to the One who rescued us from thelove to do what edifies others (1 Corinthians 14:12). That
ki ngdom of darkness. And wmbdensweesdogdt iMyeakni, nOot &k
bliss of this glorious thought, my sin, not in part but the because we feel likeit. Wewargm pl e t o see C
whol e, is nailed to the cnobus.Andava are chlledatcepeaefer othérs omeoounsetvese ,
could even feel led to kneel in thanks thabar sins have (Romans 12:10; Philippians 2:3).
been paid for. | canét help but notice

And if singing, which is commanded in Scripture, often seems to be tied to the type of music we sing. In other
is appropriate for publicwwodshi bd mwth gee hastendised duénga i yn g
clapping, bowing, or shouting, each of whicharealso cont emporary tune than durir

commanded? music doing what music does, moving our emotions. But an
Second, there are many who are not naturally emotional response to a moving song is not the same thing
exr essive physically. So, awmhaat hiefarltéfne Into tr efisfpeoenlisien gt oi te

corporate worship? What if | just want to get done with theorth. We have to make every effort to engage with God,
songs and get to the sermon? Then | believe the right  not with our emotions.
response is to confess my lack of passion for God, to ask As we express ourselves physically we need to take
Him to fill my mind with Hismercy and grace, to give me aare that we are giving preference to others, not being
greater desire to praise Hiamd then act in faith. distracting, not being uncontrolled, but honoring to God and
Even when my heart i s ntbose aruhdfya cBy thelsanbeyokew,hattalsolm@ans that
singing, expressing my praise bodily can stir up affectiorvine donét i nsi st on those ar
my heart. John Piper writesDesiring God A T h e fexpredsiondd just what we are personally comfortable with.
worship is a true vision Whathiefgsemeéorssi ofdiGotdr ac Ai
Spirit works in our hearts to show us God more clearly, theh e p a st o r 06)sesppnsibility tolspeakdolthér, r s ¢
result should be Apower f utohepdhensdonsider how thesr varahip affects sthelg.a y ¢
confessions, longing, acclamations, tears, songs, shouts, Preferring others also m
bowed heads, lifdhandsa nd obedi ent h thase whe ar@physically expressive are seeking attention or
Physical expression will look differentforevery ar e bei ng i ns e n ddoveé bearsalthings, h vy g
one of us. There may be times when we find ourselves believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things
moved while those around us sing on, seemingly That means it thinks the best of others, not the worst. And
unaffected. Or we may find ourselves unmoved while ouwho knows? Perhaps God wants you to learn from their
nei gh b o rstil. Haweer, jussbedause | see a couplmhindered, sincere expressiveness. For the same reason, it
di splay inappropriate aff asmeansidoion peBBluime, thkhat t vos @&t
me from holding my wif eb s expressive arevdold and joyess rdevoidotfifeeling towatdo |
first because I love her. | do it second because | want theGod.
world to know that | love her. Each one of us should examine our hearts to see
I am freer physically in worship where | am not where we might seek to exalt our Savior more sincerely,
known, such as at conferences, or visiting other churchefully, and passionately. That should be main focus from
Why is that? 1t coul dthe e sittotiinisRMay weemorbhip GAdWwithXull hearts that s , |
fearofman 6 Maybe in those s e tspiliovegirgo eledy mspectoososr lives) may wer gragpdis
with how | ém vi e wemendegrrmgselinimfmite hakrieds bnd Hig unfatbomable grace which has
But our worship must b e b breaughtius near toGlondhdosigh desus Chhist, ana may we, h ¢
image we are trying to protect. as theChurch, be filled with the kind of truth and
You might Bbtéi may |l & m, s Rexprassion that rnost clearly communicates to others the
theinsided Okay. That dés a gr e ainfinite,tmatchtess wadrth ohtheGneweevarship.t o | e a
any other movement between you and therLd . | 6m not
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The next topic in this series on worship will be theTim Schoap is cpastor of Signal Mountain Bible Church
last: leaving a legacy of worship. in Signal Mountain, Tenn

Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

Jesus Predicts H$ Death, Burial, Resurrection, and Return
Matthew16:221-27

[21]Af t er Pet er 0 s begam toshew the contentionthattheyscoufd not even conceive of a
(deiknteinthe present infinitive afleiknum{1166])unto r esur r ect i on. Afbeiefarfranitieg t he
his disciples 6 What He t aught f r wanndttheeeslrrectjon buhtherdgath.slésaswad just said
whatHe considered most important. And this was the facHe woud be raised on the third day; apparently, Peter and
t h alé muBidei[1163]) go unto Jerusalem, and suffer the other disciples either did not hear Him because of shock
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, ardhey could not conceive of such a miracle, even though
be killed, and be raised again the third dag He had raised others from the dead. Perhaps they thought

The necessitydei) of the atonement vganot moral; that He could not raise Hielf, or that He would never
that is, God was not commanded to reconcile man by soallow Himself to be killed.
higher god. The triune God had foreordained the atonement.  The verbhildskomai([2433], to be propitious, to
The reconciliation, therefore, was not something He ouglshow mercy) includes the idea of relieving the suffering
to have done any more than He ought to have created. Eattendant upon sin. It is so used, for example, in Luke 18:13
though menacondarily caused the humiliation, suffering, when the publican looked up heaven and smote his chest,
and death of the Lord Jesus, the Bible teaches that they alla y i God he mércifu(h i | §,she hotist passive
acted under His divine permission and foreknowledge: imperative othilaskomajto me,asinnerd t hat i s,
fiThe kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were  me from the judgments you have placed on my sin. In
gathered together against the Lord, andingt his Christ. Hebrews 8:12h 2 | emd@ssulates what God will be to His
For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hapte o pHRore will k@ merciful(h 2 1) & @eir
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentilesyrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will |
and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to deemember no mored  He rl em@@mpasses the grace
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before(charis[ 548 5] ) t hat changes a p¢
bedoné ( Aci28). 4: 26 [23]Jesusd®d response Buale abi

The triune God permitted this suffering and deathturned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan:
for the humanl y wdthout shedeinglok thauart an effersaiuste mah  ddid unfo Peter 6 b u't
blood[there]lis noremissiof of si ns] 0 ( Headdresséll S&ah yvho appardntly was close enough to be
death would not end Chrdi s spoken tpand nptivatezl Patento discourage the atoaemena 1
indeed, it was only a beginning. Here He predicted not oflgter, wanting tprotect Jesus from physical death, used
that He would riseq g e r t, thelhoristipassive infinitive words inspired by the devil to tempt Christ with self

ofe g e @453 to raise, the passive specifyithe raising pr eser vat i on. Th eoff@hsée eiks wor c
of the divinely human nature of Christ by the triune &od skandalon[4625], a trigger, a moral trap as a cause of sin).
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), but that He would do so on Jesus did not impute the offense to Peter, the

the third day. vehicle, but tToou[Saanjartan t he ¢

[22] This was too much for Peter. Apparently, he offence unto me: for thou savour§stironeis the present
could not Ahear o resurr ecteisoap,h r rofEuREPtomind)iot the things that belol y
byt he irreversi bi IPetartpoko f dod,butthoseMeat be & meld, [t iofmeid d ma o (
(proslabémenaghe aorist middle participle of shirk death, but thisas to be no ordinary death. Perhaps
pr os | a4885§ to @Bceive unto oneselm, and even Sat ahatthroegn deatiesdsimight
began to rebukéepitiman the present infinitive of p i t idesgog him that had the power of death, that is, theaevil
[2008]) Him, saying, Be it fath 2 | [2486, the masculine (Heb. 2:14).

adjective derived from the Attigilaos{n.f.}, to be [24] From this confrontation with Satan, Jesus

appeased, merciful, propitious, favoralflem thee, Lord: taught an invaluable lesson concerning-sed c r ilff i c e .

this shall not be unto theeo anyone(tisf 5100], anyone without
From all we know of t h[KJV]dsnetprespnijils(tbélesthe lpresery indicative of

evol uti on clbw df leartttolblieveb ed vwegri i @2809], to desire, choose, determiltmz);ome after
after the resurrection (Luke 24:25), these words reinforceéde, let him denya p a r n U $h&amristrmifidle deponent
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imperdive of aparnéoma[533], to deny; fronap6[575],  not have to experience this. By faith, we escape the
from; arnéomai[720], to disclaim, disavow, disown) forsaking He enduckon our behalf! Now, would we, like
himself, and take up his cross, and foli@vk o | o uhe hie2m @and t he apost | ekiBmenl , dc
present active imperative afk o | o[h90]htcfd@iow) according to the flesSlhA's  J e s Gseater e Hath 1
Meo (a.t.). no man than this, that a man lay down his gpslu c)h Un
Selfpreservation, tevhich Satan appealed, is one for hisfriend® (John 15:13; a.t.).
of the most basic Athings of Yeteashoid ncbiiaﬁdommaumoula‘pnmaelyfors (
super ntaltiumgpd é gif J€seds taughturt Hirs elnedss oM hien LorforMy es us
word and especially in deed, as He gave Himself up to sake(hénekerl752), 6 t hat i s, f or Hi s
death for the sins of the world. While the imperativ referent or object of the denial. This means that as we stand
a p a r n Uisigthetabrigi tense, meaning to deny encefor Him, for His cause, our opponerse ultimately
for-all, an initial decision binding for life, the imperative opposing Him.
a k ol o ustintihe préséht tense, signifying a lifelong This is not equivalent to saying that in order to find
action. Denial is the first decision; following is the ongoingternal life we must first lose it. Such a possibility Vdou
subsequerprocess. Every believer is called to followthe d e ny t h e me anThensgmedhe wicestid r n a |
Lordds exampl e:-deHial His crds® i ¢ BVhy hditheu farsaderink 0 sai d shiosrtl y
bearing, and His following after the Father. finishedd ( J o h reved ifor8 1Be)physically died. So
[25] Jesus now explained further just whatself the call to the destruction of our senteredness, to the
denial and crosbearing meant, particularly with referencedeath of our souls, extends only through this life. It is as
to Satano6s mal ev ofdresenvationaedmpé mpooasy ohassehé Fatheros foc
selfg | or i f Focwehosbewenihie wills(t h ®heU JesusonthecrosB.h e Fat h éavelldisjsbulimot
present subjunctive of h ®tb d8ves @ stlaeiaorist hellb (Acts 2:27).
infinitive of s @ pA@82], to savehis soul(p s u c[36807 [26] Always ready to appeal to the higher faculty of
shall lose(apolésej the future indicative aipdllumi[622], reason, Jesus askéiFor what does it profitfd@p h e |tle2 t a
fito destroyodo but here 0t oprésenstensedd pahsgIa®iiothe usestaendnifive t h |
it: and whosoever iie will lose his life for My sake shall shall gainthe whole wrld and lose his own soul? Or what
find (h e u r, thesfeture indicative dif e u r [2147, ©  shall a man give in exchangentallagma[465] from anti

findyito (a. t . ). [473], against or instead of; armdl | §36} @ changp
In the context, Satan had just tempted Christ to séwmehis soul® (a.t.).
Himself from the cross. It did not work. It is interesting, The only valid exchange for our souls is the
however, how Jesus consequently wove together physicdli vi nel y h u ma whersloou shaltonéke IGsh r i s
and spiritual lives. Shirking the cross means more than jsstul an offeringforsiaé (1 sa. 53: 10) . N o

sparing a physical body;mteans defying the very plan of satisfactory. Even if we could gain the wealth of the entire
the triune God. It means the loss of salvaiatestruction. world, it would not be a sufficient payment to secure our
The Lord wants His disciples to know that the person wheternal souls. The main point, however, is a reagorent
goes through life saving himself will ultimately lose his of the prior verse. Those who persevere in-afifmation,

very soul, not just his physical life. A lifestytd self in gaining the whole world for themselves will achieve
centeredness does not represent true Christian faith or eternal death. Only through selénial and taking the cross
experience (see Luke 161131). do we Afindd our soul s. Bef c
By extension, |l osing omneds soul for Christbés sake
does not mean Kkilling oneds Ruoddnythesecondirhetoridabquestiom, thesvarlo r i f i
body for someone else or for God (martyrdongsibg al | §ie giv@ in exchangd presupposes the existence of
oneds soul -bydmpasacsificd ohself d ay something of equal valug (I | thé $eminine ofillos [243],
centeredness, of sedalvation, for the glory of Christ. another of equal value). What the Lord Jesus asked is this:

Consi der Phbasaythe sruthinadChrigtsl lie not, What thing of equal value could veéfer as an equivalent

my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghostxchange for our eternal souls? The answer is nothing! No
that | have great heamess and continual sorrow in my  worldly equivalent can compare with the price Jesus paid
heart. For | could wish that myself were accursed from for our eternal souls. No persons can earn what only God
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the @leskcan give. His gift is of gracend therefore free

(Rom. 9:13). [27] T h dorofgéf [1063]) here gives the reason
In essence, Paul followed the example Christ setwhy we should deny ourselves. It is simply because a day
wh o wnadeacdcurseforas ( Gal . w8rdsHr8n) of justide,e day of reckoning is coming. God will reward

t he cWhyphasthou fdrsakeiMe? 0 r e p r e s eselftdenil amd @unikh selfffirmation. He promises this in
substitutionary at onement HisWoedsikostiie Sbnwfmamis abagrtiéliei tiee preserd u r e
temporary separation from the triune God so that we might
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tense oin® | [319%), to be imminentto come in the glory process of the arrival of His kingdom more so thamip a

of His Father withhisangets ( a. t . ) . particular event in it. The transfiguration that immediately
I mmi nence cthe€Conaing Omier i( 3 efdlows was part of the fulfillment of this prophecy. It

John 1:9et al), and the present infinitive used here implies c ¢ o r d omemot allh &lfall not taste of deatho

the beginning of a serie$ eventsfiAnd then he shall specifically, Peter, Jamgand John. The transfiguration
reward(a p o d,@he fature tense @ p o d 2[8DG oi  itself was a temporgureversal of thé& ® n @eski &n Js e n
render, repay, recompensyeryman according tgkata [ 27 5Helemptiedd Hi msel f ] 0; Phil . 2
[2596], in agreement with not based on or becausé bfs exaltation of the Son of man in which His radiant deity,
works(praxin[4234], habitual practice veiled by his humanity, was unveiled. Similarly, Moses and
The firstdetermination is status inthe Bookof EIl i j ah iaglgyywa(( &dkB 9magrifirentf or

Lifed an either/or status as a child of God; the second isunparalleled event. Later, at His trial, Jesus told the high
wor ks. Note the distThebobkspni € 8t Re k & tee the Soma Bab witing bndhe i
(plural, i.e., of workswere opened: and another book right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven
(singula) was opened, which is the booKitd. 0 (Mark 14:62), a prophecy perhaps of the destruction of
Everything we do in our lifetimes is recorded in books byJerusalenin 70A.D.
God. He will issue rewards in proportion to benevolent In John 14:16, Jesus said the Father would give His
works done by His grace and punishments in proportion thsciples another comforter. Yet in verse 18 He
seltcentered works. i mmedi ately qual liwillnatldavetybui s ¢
Kat, according to, doe scomfottessmheilhcomeficbyaus e #l e o jnadolbpdd e d
fi ¢ o rive with got to; that is, for example, reward and have them understand Recost as one element of His
good works correlate. Good works do not causerewardsc o mi ng i n t he Per sowth[ihdm] t he
but they scale with rewards, and that iskalia, best always, even unto the end of thewayld ( Mat t . 28:
transl ated as fAin agreement WihdnBtephen mas daing stoned heke nedords thata t
cause of both good works and rewards Go d 6 s direa cstleweavens opened, and the Son of man standing
[28] The last verse of this chapisrone of the on theright handofGod ( Acts 7:56), wil
more perplexing sayings of Jesus Christ during His earthiyeceivelhis] spiritd6 ( v. 59) . The ent i r
ministry. It is important that we study it carefulljiberal  is a sequence of comings as well. For example, the
theologiandanter that our Lord was evidently wrong ascended Lord war nedRdpdne ¢ ht
concerning themminence of His return. However, Jesus or else | will come unto thee quigkland will fight against
stressed the veracit yVedyf thémaniththdeworl afsny maath  Retvo <ay6) i
(a myas]], truly) | say unto you 0 All these events are part of that ongoing
This phrase or a close equivalent is recorded thiriy n t e r v etinetCondng Or@f i M our hi st ol
times in Matthew alonehirteen times in Markseven times these events precludes a rapture or a Second Coming in
in Luke;and twentyfive times in John. final judgment. But thé&ingdom of God and of Christ is an
fiThere be some standifig e s t (the perfdat  eternal coming in mercy and judgment (Rev. 1:4; 15:4;
active participle oh 2 s {2878jito stanjlhere(h @d e 17:14; 19:16).
[5602], in this placg which shall no{ou[3756], the

a b s ol u)ttaste df death, tithey seehe Son of man Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as

coming(erchdmenonthe present middle participle of president of AMG International in Chattanooga, Tennessee

érchomai[2064], to comé in his kingdon® for over40 years, was the founding editorRaflpit Helps
Evidentially, Jesus was speaking about physical Magazine, and authored dozens of exegetical books

deat h. The pcomange mtoitnegrmss & ooft hfie whol e

Living out the Living Word & by Justin Lonas

Living out Righteousness as Wivedjusbands and Christian Brothers
1 Peter 3:112

Part seven in an expositional series on 1 Peter. ANew Testamento experience
instruction that flows from it.
As we have explored Pet er bBastmenthjwe salvthe comniandita lige in
i mplications for wus as b e subnasgientosearthlyplalva agngd govemidgraathostiesdon the
repeatedly that he follows an exposigbpattern, ske of Christds witness as t
explaining truth (whether from the Old Testament or his a r echasen fiace, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
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people for Goddg lowrtp o s dyvhawsrighs vethoutbaing frightened by any fear (- 3 : 3
allegiance is beyond this world. Peter showed that our 6). This clearly follows his injunction to wives to be
example was Christ, who, guffering unjustly, showed Hissubmissive, adding further detail to the command by
righteousness. In this section, he continues with that describing a true, irer beauty that is honoring to God.
exhortation, bringing it into the life of the home. The r ef erolywoment odofindiie 0

He begins by dmndhkesams way,ntigneswi arecs :t & Sarah seems to c
you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that ebservation from the Old Testament rather than any specific
if any ofthem are disobedient to the Word, they may bewon st ance, though Sarah does
without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they  18:12 upon the news that she was to bear a son in her old
observe your chaste and respectful behavior(-23.: 1  age. It seems as if his message is that the wife who follows
Scripture passages describing the roles of husbands ancher husband as he follows God can face life unafraid, firmly
wives are, obviously, not unique to Reteerhaps the best rooted in the protection of her husband and the Lord. By
known is from Paul in Ephesians 5:33 (echoed in obeying Him in this am® she can fearlessly live out her
Colossians 3:189), but whereas Paul devotes most of higaith in whatever circumstances she finds herself, even the
attention in those passagesthbestdepbusbauntdibendot yPePe
expounds on the powerful responsibility of a believing wife. Peter then turns his attention to husbands, urging

In thishe reflects another passage from Paul, 1 t h e Imthe game way, live with your wives in an
Corinthians 7:1214, showing that a faithful spouse can beunderstanding way,sawith someone weaker, since she is a
used greatly of God to effect sanctification of her husbandioman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of
Paul 6s |l etter connotes t hidd sothatpoerlpiayere wilhngt beshindeted € 3 c @ h . p
Gospel to an unbelieving spougeorder thathe orshemay oday 6s cl i mate of Apolitic
be brought to salvation; Peter seems rather to give an  attention is often drawn to the referencatwoman being
i ndi cati on tdsabedienttothe Wodds b afived ker 0 and needing protect
an unbeliever but a straying believer. In context, Peter patriarchal bent to Scripture, etc.
draws this from the exampl e {ddintepnetthisspaséage (& anly lehhical eassagedn
obadience in His suffering (2:225) to encourage patient marriage) in that light is to completely miss the point,
suffering (whether emotionally or physically) so that othelowever. Peter calls husbands not to sgaie or rule

i
c

may see the truth. harshly over their wives but to a high road of living with the
To speculate, the different viewpoints of the samaitmost of grace toward them. This is much in the vein of

truth taken by Peter and Paul may stem from their Paul 6s command for huywstands

individual experiene Paul was very intentionally a Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself up for her,

lifelong bachelor, but Peter, we know from Mark £38D  so thatHe might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the

(and parallel accounts) and 1 Corinthians 9:5, was marriegashing of water with theordd  ( E p +26). HGsbaads
Certainly Pet dendwondithaucarwdi are emtrustea fwvith the spiritual wéleing of our wives, our

back to obedience by the behavior of a wifgaialy fellow heirs of Godds grace.
accords with the experience of a godly marriage, and he Failure to live up to this responsibility comeih

may well have been thinking of times when hisownwifet he consequence of a hudsbanc
had drawn him back to theGiLwoedoshai lifGeakanghagascertireyiod o f
godly wife can readily c oHiswllb o aiadmmtévereve &k 06(sl alcochonu n5t:;1 4l
personally attesttomue r ous o c c asi o0 n s thathmything can dismiptfoe prayers is certainly something
love and obedience has steered me, both away from sin tnbte There are a few other places in Scripture that allude
toward greater obedi ence tobehdsiorsahdattidtes toat hindlet prayes. Fqp exantple, o f
beautiful design of marriage that a husband, by leading d@Pbverbs 28:9 says that the prayer of one who ignores

teaching, and a wife, by respectful submissiod a Godo6s | abaminatomw and James 4:3 describes the

godliness, may guide one another into fuller obedience ainéffectiveness of praydrom selfish motives. In the same

service to the Lord. way, discord within the f ami
Pet er c¢ Youtadonnmensmust fiot be hampers our relationship with Him.

merely externd braiding the hair, and wearing gold Finally, Peter closes this section with a general

jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden command t o al | bel i evliesumm i n

person of the hegrwith the imperishable quality of a up, all of you be hanonious, sympathetic, brotherly,

gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil
God. For in this in former times the holy women also, whor insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you
hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissivere called for the very purpose that you might inherit a
to their own husbands; just as Sarah obefédaham, blessing (-93. Ti8s reads like a laudlry list of good

calling him lord, and you have become her children if yowcharacter qualities, but it is no less than a restatement of
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many of the attributes Jesus extols in the Sermon on thedo good; he must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of
Mount (Matt. 57). the Lord are toward the righteous, and his ears attend to

The theme of each of these traits, indeed of the their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who
whol e of Peter ds ¢ ommigynTes doievib (8:10il2. Thispassagedrem a Psatm ohpuaise
submission of wives to husbands, the tender care of from David repeats the refrain of many Old Testament
husbands for wives, the brotherhood of believers, and thpassages, that the Lord blesses the righteous with long life
deference to law and earthly authority (in chapter 2) all and provision and punishes the wicked. Peter appears to tie
depend upon the yielding ohi érightbé A indicobetcinal lfedagmd e k i e
higher than oneself. @are, as he sums up, to give blessimgx hort s hi s readers to I|ive
in exchange for any #ireatment we may receive so thattteh e Lor d. 0
character and glory of Christ is shown forth. He reminds us The call to be holy as God is holy knows no
that we were called to receive a blessing (presumably boundari es. Peter has call ec
eternal life in Christ, as we will seeydto let that be our sake, by reason of the Word we have inherited, for the
motivation to righteousness toward our families, other  benefit of the watching world, and for each other within the

believers, and the world. body. Clearly, the believer has the responsibility of fleshing
Peter establishes his command by quoting from out the righteousness of Christ given to us through daily

Psalm 34:12L 6 F o i, 6The one who rijleedusbehaviorltovdrdeall men.o | ov e

and see good days, must keep his tongue fromaravihis

lips from speaking deceit. He must turn away from evil and Justin Lonas is editor of Disciple Magine.

Points to Ponde® by David L. Olford

Liar, Liar, Liar

Texts: Ifiesay éwe | i e and da& ndt pTheaeth eleiveabhimthelightudthélefii s n

John 1:6)fiHe who sayséis a |iamwal&ndnt dartkmetsts ,i § omotheni 0

himb (1 Johfn s2o:mle)onefi s @y ¢ahduthde( A: 6) a John makes it cl e

4:20). will practice righteousness and will not practice sin. But

here Johnbés emphasi énbeimg on

Thought: In this haréhitting and straightforward Epistle, wi | | i ng to confess sin, and

the Apostle John is confinting error and lies that an Advocate if you do sin.

misrepresent the true nature of the Christian life. Johnds desire isnotshmat hi
After he presents himself as an authoritative (2:1), but the way of forgiveness and cleansing is presented

witnes Wordalifg be( esus Chr i whenabelisverades sinalmdeed, it is in areaspf

eternal life in Him), he lets his readers know of hisdesiref wal ki ng in the | ighto that

and purposeni writing. He wants his readers to share truesin, will confess it, and experience the cleansing and
Afell owshipodod with the Apoeteled fellowshigthat comeé through the blood, ¢he wi t |
and this is a fellowship that is with the Father and His Sopropitiation, the advocacy of Jesus Christ. So to say that
Jesus Christ. So, positively, John is presenting truths thayou have fellowshipwih God and awalkt he

will lead his readers intaue fellowship with the Lord. indarknes8 and r ef us @ istnaitodracicé wi
Let 6s cal | walkingsnthe kghtloo wwshh icite tiitts In short, it is to speak and live a lie. Along the
one of the phrases that John uses. way, we deceive ourselves and call God a liar as well (1:8,

At the same time while John is describing how t010).
walk in the light, he is confronting falsehoods that represent
Adar knegd $@ nrodk begnms his messageor You Candét Say Yo uDkdbeyMist he L
i nstructi on 6aodistghat@aidanmMHimnsgo Cdmanandnients (2:4)
darknessatafl ( 1: 5). Certainly wi t hhemApostle Jobn dees modeave la iotgpfrdom fori s
the idea that God is completely true, trfifl, righteous,  gray in his Epistle. To claim that you really know tterd
and pure. Thus, John is countgyifalsehood and lies that and to nobe committed to obeying His Word just does not
woul d | ead his reader s awmakesense Imdeed, itis\a &el Ikyou Higthy@utabide im o u | «
characterized by truth, righteousness, obedience andlove.h e Lor d, t hvalkjuyastievwalkaght 2t ®)

John spells this out throughout this Epistle, but it is

You Canét Wal k i n Dar kne s sterasting to 5ote yhat Mieoemphésizes &ving your brother
Fellowship with a God Who Is Light (1:6)
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(227711) , and beName i mfgé Joans & %) e Hartfor s|nvho ddes not love his brother whom he
aspect of obedience (3:23). has seen, how can he love God whom he has ndseen

Indeed, if you do not believe inthe Sonof God,yblavi ng exposed the I|ie, Johr
make God (the Father) a liar. So, walking in the truth meane mma Inedvho laves God must love his brother also
to believe the truth and obey the truth. And those who tegchd : 2 1) . Let us hear Johnos i
otherwise are teaching falsehood. Besides teaching a  filn this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us
straghtforward truth here, John may be exposing false and sent His Son to kike propitiation for our sins.
prophets or teachers who claimedktmw God, but they  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
denied basic doctrines coanotkeoni{ 4. H@&ordeds Son, and t he)
were not obeying His teachings.

Thrust: Let the Apostle Johnods

You Canét Say You Love Gobeaaarngtdast We nisi speak tBertrath dne practice the
(4:20) truth. Then we will gperience more fully the kind of

The Apostle has already called his readers to a dégjowship with the Lord and with other believers that God
Christlike quality of love (2:811, 4:719). Loving your intends for us.
brother is part of walking in the light (28L). Indeed, to

hate your brother is to be in darkness and to walk in David L. Olford teaches expository preaching at Union
darkness. Here the Apostle sithe situation as simply Uni versityobdés Stephen Ol
and practically as possible. It is simply a lie to say that you Tennessee.

love God and to hate your brother. He asks the rhetorical

The Story Behind the Son@ by Lindsay Terry

A Mountain Girlos Triumph
Song:fiHe Has Made Me Glad

fiThis is the day whicthe Lord hath made; we will Mich. | spent three years in defense plants and from there

rejoice and be gladinit ( Ps . 118: 24) . wentonto college to train to be a beautician.

In her childhood in the late 1920s, Leona Bruce and il moved to California a
her family were Al and p oo engaggmem, marreed Robea ivBratherst, dvith whomd h | i
the pioneers, with no plumbing or electricity in the had two children, a son and a daughter. Robert left us when

Appalachian mountairegion. They grew their own food, the oldest was not yet three years of age. His only financial
which, in the harsh climate and rocky soil of the mountairgntribution to our survival was some rent money. | was
came at a cost of hard labor. once again thrown into a state of fear and depressain

When | met Leona in 2001, she told me her storyknowing how | would be able to care for my children.

il worked | ong hours, alofibywsoh mhgcametherg iahd,
sisters and our parents, justdurvive. At age 13, Ilwasonebar gai ned with God by sayin
of eleven children. To make matters worse, my fatherwas & i | d , I 611 give you the re
strict disciplinarian who would severely discipline us for son, and | was delivered frothe spirit of fear. Not long
the smallest matter that caused him displeasure. As a snadter that, | was called into a ministry of prayer, which | still
sensitive child, | developed a spirit of feéhat shaped my participate in to this day.
life. Our father, who never hugged us or displayed any AiAfter my children were
affection toward us, once saw me sucking my thumb andsongs and poems and spend a great deal of time in prayer
threatened to cut it off with a razor. It frightened me almoahd fasting. One day, aeftreading 2 Chronicles 5:114,

beyond words. where the glory of the Lord came down into the midst of
AWe often | acked pr op ethechildrenbfiseal dufing the dedicatisreof tloertemgld, |
winters in the mountains. My mother, a godly woman, wagr ayed, 6Lord, i f you would
our only source of encouragement. Since my sister and Istill under the Old Testament law, what woulthpen if we
were older, to help her we would care for the babieswhohad t he Holy Spirit in our |
were coming one after the other. We loved that partofo®8cr i pt ur e, 6Lor d, | wi || ent
work. in my heart and go into your
iAfter gr adusahbdl,mgrdefto o m h i gebna went on until she had finished a song based
make a living, | made my way to the factories of Detroit, on Psalm 100 and Psalml1 8 : 2 4 . She contir

afterward, | sang the song to our Sunday school class at
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Bethany Chapel, where | was attending. As | did so, | feltReflection: In 2 Chronicles 5, when the children of Israel
that the whole of me was being lifted. My song has now lifted their voices to praise and thank the Lord, then and
gone around the world, and my provision has been far only then did He manifest His glory in their presence.
beyond anything | ever expected or dreamed. 0

Leona never learned to play any kind of musical © 2008 by Lindsay Terry. Used by permission.
instrument. She told me that Doug Hamblin, an organist at
the church, wrote out the music for her so that she might Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40
present it to a publisher. Maranatha Music paltgd her years, and has written widely on the background of great
song and has seen it used in an exceptional manner, hymns and worship songs including the bobksuld Sing
blessing the hearts of millions of Christians. The royalties of Your Love Foreve2008), from which this piece is
Maranatha has sent to Leona have provided for much of her excerptel, andThe Sacrifice of Prais€2002).
l'iving expenses during the past 30 years, even thougt
Has Made idvheroridypabtisbed song.

Church Buildersd by Bernard R. DeRemer

Irish Saint and Scholar. William Kelly

William Kelly (1821-1906), a Plymouth Brethren publ i cati ons were fithe fruit
author, editor, and Bible teacher, was educated at prol onged and devout study. ¢
Downpatrick and Trinity College, Dublin, where heearnete st i f i ed t hat Kelly edi fi ec
the highest honors in classics. At age 24, hemetJohnNe x posi ti ons. O
Darby, a leader irhe Plymouth Brethren movement. He Kel |l y was fheough and tkroughp note r
became his chief lieutenant and later edited his collectedsimply a collector but one who read extensively and deeply.
works. With Darby, he was one of the leading proponents t s howed i n his ministry. o
of what is today known as dispensational theology. scribe with an urge to write but lackifiga | most ever

After leaving the university, Kelly became atutorels&& came f or hel p. Kelwely Afr
in Sark. There he came to the assurance of salvation  stored mind gave sound advice and wise hints as to writing
through the witness of a friend. Next, he locatedinthe f or publ i cation. 0
Bailiwick of Guernsey, where he devoted himself-firthe Kelly, who steadfastly opposed all forms of higher

to Christian work. He married Elizabetontgomreyand  biblical criticism so prevalent in his day, donated his library
they had two daughters bedoher young death in 1850.  of over 15,000 volumes to the town of Middlesborough in
Later he married Elizabeth Gipps; they had a son and folgngland. The titles of his own published works fill four
daughters together. pages of the British Mihas eum¢
Kelly was active in preaching and teaching the Book of Revelatiofwhich Kelly translated from the
Bible throughout the area. He contributed papers to the Greek);Lectures on the Second Coming and Kingdom of
Bible Treasuryand later became its editor. ©n Jesus ChristLectures on the New Ttasnent Doctrine of
contemporary referred t o ihaHolgSpirifLéctures oo thd Barlier Histoiicgl Banks 8f m:
any |l onger worth taking. 0theOldTestamenElements of Prophegcin the Beginning
Kellyéds occasional e X cand teiAdamis Earttbhe GaspeldobJohn Expaunded
l ecturing and preaching bGodgstl gepidr at tGnihe @obpelofh a n 8 c ¥
i mpressions on many hear e WMathegy Isdhle Exgoandaddne danyarore.B|l a c k h e at
nearlondn in 1871. There his fr Shodlybkfardhisdomggoihgtins1906,he testified,
exposition found ample scbhbpkbevePaonphebyewashindgsrnealt
question in religious circles (as much in that day asthisy\wor | d, and the | ove of God.
and Kelly was fAconsi der e dfaithneay ampared wsth asfdinheersbtistness qf @anse n t ¢
Many of his messages were taken down iortstand by his c har act er [ and] the incoeasi
wife for later editing and publication, to meet the wide Kelly fisought to forward
demand. divine knowledge to prepare both sincere milk and solid
The first principal of the University Collegeof f ood f or Chri stian growth o6t
Wal es, Lewi s Edwar ds, wa s faifhiaml the kmawkdbe df the Séredf Goy unfo a perfdati s
conversion to a premil | enmanauhtothermessuresof tizerstdturetge fubtnéss @ r o p h
Many others als benefitted greatly from his ministry. His
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Christ.o® He pressed for t he BeroaldiRiDeRemer ohroniatedl thetlives df dozensrof t

parts [for the glory of Christ). heroes othe faith in more than a decade of writing for
Though criticized by some (including Spurgeon) Pulpit HelpsMagazine. He continues to serve in this

for devoting his expansive talents too narrowly to the capacity as a volunteer contributo@eciple He lives in

propagation of dispensationalism otee spreading of the West Liberty, Ohio

Gospel, he was remembered as a man who loved the Lord
and served His Christ by friends and critics alike. Kelly wReferences: This article is based on information from the
indeed fione of Christoés s WMadyBialéinsht it e Lbbt aeychandhWrt

Kelly. o
Couns el orooby Jaies RudeGray
The Empty Nest
Thesec al | ed fAempty nest oounchkildensungthee yeareof grawingiug under our

increasingly rare in our culture. Since our divorce rate hasitelage. The influence we have earned from faithful and
hovered around 50% for several years now, we are seeirggnsistent living can be extremely helpful and powerful to

more and more broken and disenfranchised family our grown children.

structures. The result is that the emptgtn@ars are so Empty nesters are in a special stage of marriage. It

cluttered with emotional debris that we can hardly call thésrunlike previoustages but it can be just as exciting. It is a

Afematy time to reconnect, dream again, plan, explara do those
However, the empty nest yeérshe time in a things that can help a couple enjoy and enrich their

coupleds | ife when their wmdrriadedtiseamopporunity giverhbg@oel. and st at

own familie® represent an important season of married My wife is a high school math teacher, and Iam

life. My wife and | are in that season now. It is a differentpastor, counselpand writer. We live busy lives but we also

time but not a bad time for us. For too many marriages, k now we have been blessed. I

regrettably, it is a sad time because the marriage becomésblessing someone else as we finish our race.

stale, bitter, apathetic, brokesr destructive. The empty nest years can be filled with challenges,
We have threedaughters who are all are now health problems, etdout this season of life is also filled

married. We sent them all to a Christian university wherewith God-given privileges and blessings that couples could

they graduated. Then we paid for three weddings. Have hot have realized at a different stage in life.

mentioned how expensive all of this is? Today, we are not If 50 is the new 40, then the empty nest years are

rich, but we owe nothing except for our mortgage. Nafee the time for a second, more seasoned marriage Sagke.

been blessed. Psalm 12°-63 s aBghwld, children are a can empower us to enjoy greater intimacy, deepet e

gift of the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward. Like  stronger friendship during this time of life. It is a different

arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of  time but it is a good time.

onebs yout h. How bl essed i s Maymkofyowawho archentarieg ogateiinthe empty s

them 0 nest years be encouraged by the faithfldr@dsGod and the
Our quiver was full with three. Daughters would greatness of His Word. You may still be able to see and

not have been regarded as valuable as sons in the earliecommunicate with your children. You may have new

years of civilization. In our case, we were more blessed opportunities for ministry, hobbigand adventure. Life is

because we had daughters. My wife was somewhat full of surprises but it is also a precious gift from God given

concerned that | might do great bodily harm to bbyse to us to dprify His name and enjoy His benefits.

had been given sons! As it is, she thinks our girls have me The empty nest time of life for a couple is not the
wrapped around their fingers. That is a notion | reject to thigl of life, but a wonderful stage in life. Live it with love
very day, unless one of them needs someéimgeds for God, for each otheand for His people.
anything, for that matter!

We are like many of you who are readihgde James Rudy Gray is certified as a professionahselor by
wordsgd our days of active parenting are over. About the the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a
time kids are in college, parents lose most of their control. member of the American Association of Christian

We do still have influence, however. That influence is onl€ounselors. He serves as the pastor of Utica Baptist Church
as good as the relationship that has been established with in Seneca, S.C
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Book Reviewsd 6/28/10

Holy, Holy, Holy: Proclaiming the Perfections of ~ Transformational Church: Creating a New
God Various Authors, 2010, Reformation Trust Scorecard for Congregationgk&d Stetzer and Thom S.
Publishing, Lake Mary, Fla., BN 9781567692051, Rainer, 2010, B&H Publishing, Nashville, ISBN

149 pages, $18.00, hardcover. 9781433669309, 239 pages, $22.99, hardcover.

Books that flow out of content originally prepared Ed Stetzer and Thom Rainer have widkerved
and produced for oral delivepan easily develop into reputations as figuruso of ct
looselyorganized jumbles that mean little to those both written prolifically on a variety of churaielated

unfamiliar with the material. While each of tbleapters in topics, and have contributed an impressive body of research
Holy, Holy, Holyrepresents one of the plenary sessions opver the years to help churches understand what makes
the 2009 Ligonier Ministries National Conference, the — ministry tick.
bookO6s message is as vivid aiadikeenany intherdialdyteeir apgroachthas s p e «
original work (speaking as one who attended this particuklvays been grounded in the authority of Scripture (rather
conference). than the latesindgreatest cultural trends) and fully

The reason this book stands on its own so well iscoghizant of the fact that God is the author of all spiritual
the depth and importance of its subject matter. Scripture growth within churches regardless of their particular
indicates that all creation exists to glorify God, so there camnistry methodology.
never be too much said about God &tislabsolute Transformational Churchthe latest from LifeWay
holiness. In this task, elaof the contributing authors givesResearch President Stetzer anigWay Christian
eloquent and challenging expression to a different facet d&tesources President Rainer, proposes that the Church is
the Lorddos defining attr i tndamentallyaboutradical chadgeeath to life, rebellion

R.C. Sproul opens and closes the book with against God to kingdom service, étand that too many
chapters on Goddés compl et ere¢hestare mired e thessatus quo,okapathydr iswardo | i
expressed in His absolutai que ne s s) an dfotsed atty thaudees not centribute meaningfully to
and wrath. Sinclair B. Ferguson writes on the holinessofChr i st 6 s mi ssi on.
the Father in the context of the infBrinitarian Through case studies of churches around the U.S.
relationship, Steven J. L @uwelarge, spinessyall.sokdéferentGendnanations,dout alln
expressed in the person of Christ, and Alistair Begg following after God), the authors develop what they call the
exploresthe holiness of the Spirit. Thabiti Anyabwile inew s c o measuaingdhe effectveness of
examines the depth of our sin in the face of a Holy God. ministry; this is in addition to (natecessarilyn contrast
D.A. Carson ties the holphur with) st théd gfholcch | 4 d mrge a pandbe af fa
natord t o Goddés absol ute p e rpfograms/iaaliies. Thay builRatheery aftheaGo df r ey
shows how Godos hsadriiceanthe mhdanshei mabsonal | oopodo of ¢
cross absolutely necessary and absolutely merciful, and comprised of three categories: discern, embraoe
Derek W.H. Thomas delves into what this means for our engage. They break down the categories into seven key
sanctification. Finally, R.C. Sproul, Jr. fleshes out what itelements that active churches shouldhegi a missionary
looks like to worship a holy God in the life of the family. mentality, vibrant leadership, relational intentionality,

Holy, Holy, Holyserves as an excellent reminder g¢frayerful dependence, worship (actively embracing Christ),
things that should always be in the forefront of our mindscommunity (connecting people with people), and mission
and lives as Christians. It functions well as a teaching todshowing Jesus through word and deed). Each of the
(or a refresher course) and could also be used as a deegelements is #ished out in detail through a chapter of the
thinking devotional to stir theeader to contemplate (and book.
then act on) just who this God is that has created and called St et zer and Rainer try t

us. systematic approach to church ministry, attempting rather to
show churches in action demonstrating the principals they
Justin Lonas describe ministry. It is impo#se for them to completely
escape the style that lends itself to their subject matter
Target: All (measuring performance), but they leave the reader with an
Type: Theology encouragement to evaluate churches from a biblical

Take: Highly Recommended
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perspective of kingdom mission, not simply from a Justin Lonas

traditional measure of success.
Target: Pastors/Church leaders
Type: Church growth/organization
Take: Recommended

News Update

Christians Arrested for Outreach to Muslims in Tax the Church? In Spain, It Saves the
Michigan Government Billions
ASSIST News Service reports that three Christians As liberal groups continue to push governments to

were arrested on June 18 at the Arab International Festivak Christian churches, data recently published by the

in Dearborn, Mich., as they shared their faith with MuslinfSpanish Episcop&onference (CEE) found that the

The three were arrested by police as they engaged in  Catholic Church actually saves the Spanish government
intense, but respectful dialog which they proclaimed theirbillions of dollarsper year in social service expenditures.
faith in Christ. The Catholic Church receives approximately 252.7

Al never thought | wo urhilion Bupepertydar ($311.8millidn)feom voluraryd s a
Steven Atkins, a resident of Toronto, Canada, who was taxpayer contributionsgoming fromonly 7.2 million
visiting the festival and observed the incident. The three taxpayers who check a box indicating that they wish 0.7%
arrested include Dr. Nabeel Qureshi, David Woods, and of their tax to go to the Catholic Church, rather than to a
Paul Rezkalla. Dr. Quereshi is-daector of Acts 17 government fundThe rest of its income is through private
Apologetics Ministries. donations.

AiWhen Dr. Quereshi was ar Hmvevergaht Cathalishaps dontgnethap | e
clapping and appl audi ng, tpayersrealize ansassivedretusnXdr thear mvestrdektb a r |,
Atkins said. There was a crowd of-28 people watching resulting in billions of Euros in savings from social
the exchange and subsequent arrest. This year, thaf city programs and other services that would have cost much
Dearborn banned the distribution of Christian literature neaore if they had been left to the private sector.
the festival. The fAi mmensod laslsi st anceo

Religion Today SummariesChurch in Spain involves 20,000 priests, more than 70,000
pastoral assistants and more than 60,000 volunteers,
Four Gulf Coast Governors Call Sunday a Day of —according to Gimenez Barriocanal.
Prayer The Church spends approximately 2.8 billion Euros

Baptist Presseports that four Gulf Coast governofer year on assistancep gr ams , i ncl uding
called on residents to set aside June2d Bay of Prayer toShelters to aid victims of spousal abuse argrestitutes,
pray for a solution to the oil spill and for citizens impacte@nd 870,000 poor who are clothed and fed by Catholics. In
by the disaster. total, 2.8 million people receive such benefits from the

Al abamaés Bob Riley, L@P0IGGYHass Bobby Jindal,

Mi ssissippi6s Haley Bar bour apediondhegalhglic ghurghSpameprovdgs 5| |
issued proclamations calling on prayer for the spitich ~ €ducational services to almost 1.4 million students, saving
entered its 69th day Sunday. the government more than 4.1 billion Euros annually.

AThroughout our history, Alabamians have LPaRNWS
turned to God to ask for His blessings and to hold us steady
during times of struggle. This is certainly one of those  Militants Order Lebanese Christians to Leave
times, 0 Riley said inonasayst at dverthynNewsegorsthat atdeast gne pergson wasa t i
it fAseems right and fitti kligdwhenabomp exgodgs ina préedeminarttly Christiam s
join with their fell ow Gutownindebaron The kastifollowed the @stributiod of o t h
across the country and ar leafletstiemandig thaoGhrisitansieave the ciyaohSkdonG o «
seek his wisdom for ourselves and our leaders, and ask him  The leaflets, which included Islamic slogans
for his merciful ntervention and healing in thistime of war ned Chri stians to fAspare
crisis. o area within one weeko or fbe

Religion Today Summaried-ebanese officials detained two suspects accused of
distributing the threats. They have stepped up their efforts
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following the bomb detonation alune 19, which killed onemoney issues under the carpet and fail to preach inspiring

person and injured two others. sermons on the subject of ge
Internal Security Forces southern commander Brig. Religion TodaySummaries

Gen. Munzir Ayoubi, who met with Maronite Catholic

church leaders, made clear his troops would not allow Bible Translators Hope for Every Language by

Islamic militants to destroy what he callBda n e x a mamppse o f

IslamicChr i sti an coexistence. 0 Progress continues in Wy
Religion Today Summariesfforts to translate at least part of the Bible in every one of
the worldés 6,909 spoken | ar
Not Preaching about Giving Costs Churches, the Denver Postepors.
Report Finds AfwWedre in the greatest p
A new report shows t hadermptasrtioass onh oBidolned tt rparesalcaht i
about giving and generosity are likely losing tithesand heads up Wycl i ffe Bible Trar
donations, accordintp Christian Today Languages Campaign. He said portable computers and

The report, A Whwas cGnhpiled s satellden Isave Gelpedespeed up the gsedy about 125
by McConkey Johnston International UK and based on thyears.
responsesf 2,000 Evangelical Alliance members surveyed AWycliffe missionaries d
last autumn. The report found that most churches do nottheology, hold Bible study or start churches. They give
actively teach on tithing, though about diféh teach on (preliterate people) a writt
stewardship. iThey teach them to read anc
AiMost Christian | eaderAbous2e2@0mingtiages dtilehiavie eowveittert Bibket t hey
are call ed ttdondtdoasidenthat misimgn 6 b u Religion Today Summaries
t he money for this work is part of their remit, o0 sai

reportoés author, Redina Kolaneci . AThey tend to sweejq

Sermon Help® from www.sermonhall.com

Sermon Outlines This is Your Mission
The Heart of a Real Man 2 Timothy 4:15
2 Chronicles 16:B

Intro.: Each episode of the TV seriblission: Impossible
Intro.: In the early 1990s Capt. Sc@iiGradywas shot began with the lin@This is your missionshouldyou
down over Bosnia, and for six days eluded capture by choose to acceptiMany people consider th@ospel
drinking water from his moistened socks and eating buggninistry an impossible mission, and it is. When discussing

He saidfiMy faith in God kept méocusedd the possibilities of salvation for rich men, Jesus told His
Character is what you would do if you were disciplesfiwith men this is impossible, but with God all

guaranteed never to be caught. King Asa had it, and theithings are possibfe(Matt. 19:26).

lost it. A husbands character in marriage must be that of a In 2 Timothy 4:15, Apostle Paul is tellig

real man: Timothy, his son in the ministryiThis is your mission,

I. A Refusadto Panic (wv. 12) with its obligations, objectives, and obstadles.

Il. A Resistance taCompromise (vv. &) I. Your Mission and Its Obligations (v.1)

[1l. A Receptivity to Counsel (vv.-10). A. Romans 14:10.

Conc.:TheLordd counselor, Hanani, gave all men B. We are accountable to God.

universal advice, which has application to our homes as Il. Your Mission and Its Objectives (wv. 2, 5)

never before. [ll. Your Mission and Its Obstacles (vv.4,

Character flaws crack the dams of our homes. Conclusion: F.B. Meyer reminds us tliétou never test the
Dond compromise; listen to counsel; and never panic. Ag&sources of God until you attempt the impossitii€his is
ruled successfully for years, yet ended his life in your mission shouldyou choose to acceptat.
humiliation and spiritual lethargy. His family suffered, and Anonymous
the pattern of faithlessness plagued his country for more
than a hundred years.
David AlanSylvester
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Sermon lllustrations fiwWell,0 said the preacheiiwereré you afraid to
Wasted Time trust yourself to that cag&Vasrit it too cheap@iOh, noo
he saidfiit was cheagor me, but it cost the company a lot

John R. Rice used to tell the story of a man who of money to sink that shadtThen the implication of what
was visited on his death bed. At the first visit a friend askieé had said struck him, and he saw that though he could
the manfils there something | can do? What can | do for have salvation without money and without price, it had cost
youdThemansaidfiNo, t her e i sno6to theiyfinita God ggreatpiice to wesdastanen.

The next day th&iend asked the same question, Anonymous
fils there anything | can do?No, nopthe man replied.

A third and fourth time the friend asked the sameBulletin Inserts
guestion. To each inquiry, the man, in obvious weaknessOn Nature

and discomfort, respondeiNo! No! NolingTher eds not h
anybody can do. But, oh, if there were only somebody wiNature is the art of God eternal.
could undod Dante Alighieri
Anonymous
Since the fall of man, the earth has been a disaster area; and
Layers of Self everyone lives with a critical emergency
Was Salvation Too Cheap? A.W. Tozer,via The Fountain

A miner once said to a preachiitd like to be a On Sermons
Christian, but cartt receive what you said tonighfiwhy  When there is no thirst for righteousness, the sermons seem
not? asked the preacher. dry.

fiwell, 1& give anything to believe that God would
forgive my sins, but tarft believeHedl forgive me if | just We dond change the message, the message changes us.
turn to Him.ltéstoo cheapm

The preacher looked at him and s&idave you On Legalism
been working tody? Surprised, the man repliedyes, | Legalists may have the right worldst theyd o rkidotv the
was down in the pit as usual. WiyfHow did you get out music.
of the pitd fiThe way | usually do. | got into the cage and
was pulled to the topfiHow much did you pay to come ouSome minds are like concrete, thoroughly mixed up and
of the pit® The miner looked at the preacher in permanently set.
astonishmenfiPay? Ofcourse, d i dpayanythingd
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PuzzIl es and o6Toons

Church

6Toons

By Joe McKeever

“WE'VE NOT WON ANY RACES YET, BUT LAST
WEEK, WE BEAT THE METHODIST CAR AND

ALMOST CAUGHT THE NAZARENE ENTRY /”

“THERE YOU GO, PASTOR=— JUST
LIKE LAST SUNDAYS SERMON=WELL
DONE, WITH A LITTLE FOREIGN
MATTER AND THE OCCASIONAL
REFERENCE TO THE BLOCD.”
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Answers to Last | ssuebdbs Puzzl es

ANSWERS ACROSTIC #51: ANSWERS
I. He was their great-grandson | ISAIAH (5:16) — “But the
(Ruth 4:17. 21, 22). LORD of hosts shall be exalted in
2. He was Saul's armor-bearer (1) iy doment, and God that is holy
Sam. 16:21). David also played 'slmll be sanctified 5
the harp for Saul (1 Sam. 16:23). FiEhteBHsHEss Y
3. A stalf, a sling. and five smooth ‘ e
stones (1 Sam. 17:40).
4. ~Saul hath slain his thousands. A. BASHFUL
and David his ten thousands™ (1 | B. LODI
Sam. 18:7) C. INSTANT
5. One hundred Philistine foreskins | D, SLINGSHOT
(1 Sam. 18:25). David gave Saul E. KSHDOD
twice thatamount (1 Sam. 18:27). F. I_NDUSTRY
6. The king of Moab (1 Sam. 22:3) 2 o -
7. Keilah (1 Sam. 23:5. 12). G. ABJECT
8. Atacave in the wilderness of H. HELEB
En-gedi (1 Sam. 24:1-4) I. SHOE
9. Achish. king of Gath (1 Sam. J. HEDGE
27:1.2) K. ISTHMUS
10, After the Amalekites had burned | L. FLATTERING
Ziklag and taken captives and M. EXALTED
k spoil (1 Sam. 30:1-6). " JN. LOON

Hidden Wisdom and Father Abraham
By Mark Oshman
Originally published irPulpit Helps Novembe1995

Next Page
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