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The Leaven of Compromise 
By Alan Stewart 
 

Nineteenth century Danish philosopher Søren 

Kierkegaard told this story about a wild duck: While flying 

across Europe in the springtime with his flock, the wild 

duck came down and landed in a Danish barnyard where 

there were tame ducks. He enjoyed their corn, so he stayed 

for an hour, a day, a week, and then a month.  

Finally, because he relished the good fare and the 

safety of the barnyard, he stayed all summer long. But, one 

autumn day when the flock of wild ducks were winging 

their way south again, they passed over the barnyard and he 

heard their cries. He was stirred with joy and delight, and 

with a great flapping of his wings he rose in the air to join 

them in flight. However, the good life had made him so soft 

and heavy that he could rise no higher than the eaves of the 

barn. He dropped back down to the safety and goodness of 

the barnyard.  

Every spring and autumn when he heard the wild 

ducks honking, his eyes would gleam and he began to flap 

his wings to no avail. Ultimately, the day came when the 

wild ducks flew overhead and uttered their cries, but he 

paid them no attention. He had grown complacent and 

content with lesser things and forgot that which he was born 

to do. 

In these days of political correctness and cultural 

sensitivity, if there is one skill our generation has become 

highly practiced and polished at performing it is the art of 

negotiation. Sometimes, for Christians, this is for the noble 

motivation of reaching the lost, but it often stems from our 

obsession with the fear of being labeled ñold-fashioned, 

narrow-minded, and intolerant.ò In either case, our failure 

to adhere to the Word of God has left us drifting deeper and 

deeper into the waters of compromise.  

When writing to a church that had likewise become 

proud of its efforts to accommodate the crowds and blend in 

with the world, Paul pointed out in 1 Corinthians 5:6, ñYour 

boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 

leavens the whole lump of dough?ò Like ña little leavenò 

that secretly and silently passes through the dough, 

compromise quickly spreads and sours the whole unless it is 

removed.  

Compromise makes us double-minded. We want to 

be known as godly men and women, but we also want ñto 

enjoy the passing pleasures of sinò (Heb. 11:25). We want 

the poor to be cared for, but we also want the comforts of 

being ñrichéwealthy, and hav[ing] need of nothingò (Rev. 

3:17). Theologian Tryon Edwards wrote, ñCompromise is 

but the sacrifice of one right or good in the hope of 

retaining anotherðtoo often ending in the loss of both.ò 

The price of compromise is never in equal proportion to 

what you receive in return! Consider with me the 

devastating effects of compromise. 
  
Compromise Weakens the Structure of Our Beliefs 

Long before Samson became a captive of the 

Philistines, he had been a man captivated with  the 

Philistines. Five times in Judges 14 and 15, we are told 

Samson ñwent downò and lingered near the enemy camps. 

Having successfully learned how to straddle the fence that 

separated good and evil, Samson lost a sense of danger and 

the discernment of what was right or wrong. How true a 

statement it is that a man who will not stand for something 

will fall for anything! Fence walking may be a wonderful 

circus act, but anytime you walk in the middle of the road, 

that is the place where an accident is most likely to occur.  

Lot compromised for greater wealth, but he learned 

to only see the price and not the eternal value of things. 

Saul compromised for the praise of men, but their applause 

disguised the difference between character and reputation. 

Jesus made it clear that as believers, we are in the world, 

but ñnot of the world.ò A boat is most useful when it is in 

the water, but when water is in the boat, it is destined to 

ultimately sink beneath the waves. Donald Bloesch once 

wrote, ñThe Christian way is not the middle way between 

extremes, but the narrow way between precipices.ò What 

tragic disaster awaits society when even the Church begins 

to ñcall evil good, and good evilò (Is. 5:20)? 
  
Compromise Warps the Standard of Our Behavior 

In 2 Samuel 11, we find the darkest hour in Davidôs 

biography. The harvest season was now over and a great 

battle had just been won, but there were still other battles to 



Page 2 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 13, 7/12/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

fight. It is then we read that the army went out to meet the 

Ammonites, ñBut David stayed at Jerusalem.ò This 

decision seemed harmless because it was not in itself sinful, 

but it was inconsistent with his life and character. Having 

grown comfortable with his success, David casually drifted 

in his convictions and settled for something less than full 

obedience. Choosing the calm of the rooftop, as we all 

know, proved to be more fatal to his character than the 

storm of the battlefield.  

Businessman William Danforth said, ñLines of least 

resistance make crooked rivers and crooked men.ò How 

quickly life can jump the tracks in an unguarded moment of 

compromise, which almost always stems from our distrust 

of God and His Word. Who would have ever thought it 

would be possible to find drunkenness in Noah, lying in 

Abraham, murder in Moses, idolatry in Solomon, or cursing 

in Peter? Inconsistent character lies at the root of every 

compromise, and the true reflection of what we really 

believe is revealed in our conduct. A bent heart will never 

possess feet that consistently walk a straight path! As fallen 

sinners, we will never fully obey this side of glory, but the 

closer we cling to Christ the more consistent our obedience 

becomes. 
  
Compromise Withdraws the Substance of Our Bravery 

In 1 Samuel 15, Saul compromised Godôs direction 

by sparing the best of the spoils of the Amalekites. This 

decision would cost Saul the favor of God on his life and 

leave him a bitter coward. When Goliath came taunting the 

army of Israel, courage was a quality Saul admired, but he 

was hoping to find it in someone else! Compromise is such 

a subtle enemy because it is always willing to make 

concessions for you to receive something, but you must be 

willing to give up something in return.  

Vance Havner wrote, ñIf you can peacefully coexist 

with sin, then at some point you have paid its price.ò As 

Christians, we have been called to ñcontend earnestly for 

the faith which was once for all handed down to the saintsò 

(Jude 3). In our efforts to seek the approval of the world, 

the Church has often eagerly given up ground that men laid 

down their lives to preserve. 

Would that God would give us Daniels who cannot 

be spoiled or bought by the kingôs riches, Nehemiahs who 

will stay at Godôs task with a trowel in one hand and a 

sword in the other hand, and John the Baptists who are not 

afraid to call a spade a spade! The Church cannot 

continually bend over backwards to please this world 

without it ultimately weakening our spine. 
Compromise poses such a deadly threat because it 

is so contagious. Just as germs that spread infection 

throughout the body, the effects of compromise in one area 

of church life reverberate through the whole Body of Christ. 

However, like throwing seeds to the wind, we can never 

predict where it will come up with the worst effects. While 

we rush into compromise for gain today, we may be leaving 

the next generation of believers as sitting ducks! 

 

© 2010 Alan Stewart 

Alan Stewart is the pastor of Rechoboth Baptist Church in 

Soddy-Daisy, Tenn. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

ñOne Generation Shall Praise Your Works to Anotherò: Worship and the ChurchðPart 7 
By Tim Schoap 

 
This article represents the conclusion of our series 

on worship. Our intent has been to challenge us to think 

biblically about worship, what it is, and what our role is in 

it. Weôve said that to worship something means to attribute 

worth to it. And to worship God is to ascribe supreme worth 

to Him. There is nothing more worthy in all the universe 

and beyond than our God.  

To truly give Him supreme worth, our worship 

must reflect Him. That is, we must worship God as He has 

revealed Himself, Father, Son, Spirit. Our worship should 

be saturated by His Word, centered in the Gospel, 

communicating the fact that we were lost in sin, enemies of 

God, yet He reached out and brought us to Himself through 

Jesusô death on the Cross.  

Worship encompasses more than music, but music 

is a big part of worship. Music helps us express our unity in 

the Gospel as we sing together. It helps us remember Godôs 

Word, because we tend to remember what we sing. We saw 

from Scripture that God wants our music to be creative, 

reflecting a variety of music, new, old, vocal, and 

instrumental. And He wants the music of our worship to be 

characterized by excellence, singing, writing, and playing 

with skill. And finally, God wants our music to be filled 

with emotion that honors Him.  

And often, in Scripture, emotion that honors God is 

shown by our bodies, raising or clapping our hands, bowing 

or kneeling, or simply standing still in awe and reverence. 

We are all people of different temperaments, tastes, and 

emotional wiring. Some are quite expressive, others not. 

My point is not to conjure up fake emotion or plastic 

expression. My point has been to consider how we can best 

encourage whole-heart worship, praising God for all weôre 

worth.  

So I bring this series to a close by considering what 

Scripture says about what I will call the legacy of worship. 

That is, not merely offering God our worship, but also 

making sure that the work of worship is passed on to the 

next generation. The title of this article, like every article in 
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this series, is drawn from a Psalm. In this case, Psalm 

145:4, ñOne generation shall commend your works to 

another, and shall declare your mighty acts.ò  

We have a responsibility to impart truth to the next 

generation. But I want you to see how the Psalm says to do 

that: with exultation and praise and blessing (vv. 1-3), 

speaking it and singing it (vv. 5-7). It isnôt merely ñone 

generation shall teach your works to anotherò but ñone 

generation shall praise your works to another.ò 

Of course we are to teach, but thatôs not the 

message David is giving us. We arenôt merely to teach the 

next generation who God is and what He has done, we are 

to pass along to them our sense of joy because of it. All the 

verbs in those first seven verses are strong: extol, bless, 

praise, meditate, declare, speak, pour forth, and sing aloud. 

This is teaching given muscle by exultation, teaching that is 

based in the real life experience, joy, and intimacy of a 

relationship with the living God.  

What do we want for the next generation? For the 

young married couples, teens, and kids in your church? Not 

merely heads full of right facts about God. Of course we 

want them to know doctrine, but doctrine alone is not 

enough. Right alongside of full heads we want full heartsð

hearts full of praise, exultation, love, and worship.  

Psalm 78 is another Psalm with legacy as its focus. 

The Psalmist says in verses 1-3 that he will tell ñwhat our 

fathers have told us,ò and in verse 4, ñtell to the coming 

generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and His might, 

and the wonders that He has done.ò He will take the truth 

given him by his father and pass it on to the children of the 

generation to come. Thatôs truth that stretches four 

generations, and what truth is it? Godôs glorious deeds, His 

praises, His mighty power on behalf of His people, and His 

wonderful works. Again, the focus in passing on a legacy of 

worship is not merely facts about God but the living truth of 

who He is and what He has done. The result is in verse 7, 

that the generations to come ñshould set their hope in God,ò 

remembering His works, keeping His commandments. Not 

like Israel in the desert, stubborn and rebellious, but 

steadfast and faithful.  

Is that what you want for your children? For your 

grandchildren? How do we do that? How do we pass on a 

legacy of worship to the next generation? What does a 

legacy of worship look like? There is no better example 

than the author of Psalm 78, Asaph. This is one of 12 

psalms by Asaph, which makes him the second most 

prolific author of Psalms, after David.  

But who was Asaph? Turns out, he is a pretty 

important figure in worship history. We first meet him in 1 

Chronicles 15. It is here that David first organizes the music 

and musicians in formal worship. David had just been 

crowned king, and to honor God he wanted to bring the Ark 

of the Covenant back from obscurity. You might remember 

that long before, the Ark had been captured by the 

Philistines, who discovered, after seven blistering months of 

divine punishment, that it was a dangerous thing to keep 

around. So they loaded it on a cart and rode it out of town, 

to a small town in Judah where it stayed for some 60 years, 

virtually ignored through all of Saulôs reign.  

Shortly after his coronation, in 1 Chronicles 11, 

David wanted to start his reign right, consciously embracing 

the Ark that Saul ignored. But his first attempt at bringing it 

home was disastrous. The Ark wound up stuck in a grain 

house, Uzzah wound up dead, and David wound up 

embarrassed and angry at God. You can read about it in 1 

Chronicles 13. But it wasnôt Godôs fault, it was Davidôs. In 

his enthusiasm he had breezed past what God had said 

about how to handle the Ark. He treated it lightly, and 

treating the Ark lightly was the same as treating God 

lightly. Davidôs second attempt, seven months later, 

recorded in 1 Chronicles 15, shows he had taken thought, 

consulted Godôs Word, and took it to heart. 

Can you imagine a bigger event, before the Temple 

is built and while the Tabernacle is still in Gibeon, than the 

return of the Ark to Jerusalem? This is a turning point in 

Israelôs history, and for this event, David, having learned 

the lesson that Godôs holiness is not to be treated lightly, 

does something new: he appoints the Levites to a ministry 

of worship.  

This is the first formal establishment of a rite of 

worship, which will take place in the presence of the Ark as 

the tangible symbol of Godôs presence. And along with the 

creation of formal worship, we also see the creation of the 

first worship band, 1 Chronicles 15:16, ñDavid also 

commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their 

brothers as the singers who should play loudly on musical 

instruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise 

sounds of joy.ò  

Scripture names them all starting in verse 17, and 

describes them in verses19-24. This group includes singers 

(v. 19) who also played cymbals (v. 20), harpists (v. 21), 

lyre players (v. 22), a man named Chenaniah was named 

leader of the music ñfor he understood it.ò He understood 

melody, rhythm, chord structure, how to lead. Finally, in 

verse 24, we see trumpet players. This is quite an ensemble. 

Verse 28 says they accompanied ñall Israelò as they 

escorted the Ark back to Jerusalem ñwith shouting, to the 

sound of the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and made loud 

music on harps and lyres.ò No wonder they had to shout.  

In all that description of the beginning of formal 

worship, thereôs one name I want you to see in verse 19: 

Asaph. What is his job? Heôs a singer and cymbal player. 

Not too tough to be a cymbal player in the worship band, 

right? But in the next chapter, 1 Chronicles 16:5, Asaph is 

promoted from cymbal-player to chief over all the 

musicians. We donôt know what became of Chenaniah, but 

itôs clear that Asaph distinguished himself. And as a result 
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he was made leader of those who are ñto invoke, to thank, 

and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel.ò  

Decades later, near the end of his reign, David is 

preparing for the Temple that his son, Solomon, will build, 

and further organized the worship. In 1 Chronicles 25:1-2, 

Asaph is still there. David names two other worship leaders 

along with him, Heman and Jeduthun. In addition, there are 

men who are called ñthe sons of Asaph.ò That could mean 

literally Asaphôs sons, or that could mean Asaph was 

discipling others in the craft of worship. These ñsonsò also 

served the Lord by prophesying with instruments: lyres, 

harps and cymbals. I take ñprophesyingò here to mean that 

they wrote, played, and sang music under the leading of the 

Spirit.  

Fast forward another 11 years, to 2 Chronicles 5. 

The Temple that was promised in 1 Chronicles 25 is 

finished and about to be dedicated, and that dedication will 

be led by Asaph and his ñsonsò. ñAsaph, Heman, and 

Jeduthun, their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine linen, 

with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east of the altar with 

120 priests who were trumpeters; and it was the duty of the 

trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison 

in praise and thanksgiving to the LORD, and when the song 

was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical 

instruments, in praise to the LORD, this is what they sang, 

óFor He is good, for his steadfast love endures foreverôò (2 

Chron. 5:12-13).  

That dedication took place around 960BC. Solomon 

was king, David had been in his grave 10 years, and Asaph 

had been faithfully leading the worship for 50 years, 

looking forward to the day when the Temple would be built. 

And his faithfulness is further seen in that his sons are still 

ministering right alongside him.  

Asaphôs legacy of worship doesnôt stop there. In 

fact, itôs just getting started. 100 years later, about 850 BC, 

2 Chronicles 20:14 records a confederation of nations 

attacking Judah. King Jehoshaphat calls the people to seek 

the Lord at Jerusalem, and he leads the nation in what is 

truly a marvelous prayer, verse 5, which ends with this, 

verse 12: ñO our God, will you not execute judgment on 

them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is 

coming against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes 

are on you.ò And I love how God answers Jehoshaphat: 

with a prophetic word in verse 14, ñThen in the midst of the 

assembly the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son 

of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of 

Mattaniah, the Levite oféthe sons of Asaph.ò  

150 years after he started as a cymbal player, his 

legacy lives on. And it continues: 140 years after that, 

Hezekiah is king, and after years of pagan worship, the 

Temple has become a place of filth, not worship. Hezekiah 

determined that he would restore it, cleanse it, and 

consecrate it again, and among the Levites who carried out 

that work, 2 Chronicles 29:13, are the sons of Asaph. 

Another 80 years after that, Josiah is king. Judah 

has come through yet another stretch of apostasy, but Josiah 

knows the Lord, so he starts cleaning up the mess. And 

among his most important reforms, Josiah reestablishes the 

Passover; 2 Chronicles 35:18-19 tells us it had been some 

400 years since Israel had faithfully celebrated the 

Passover, and at the first celebration in 400 years, the 

singers were the sons of Asaph (2 Chronicles 35:15). 

Another 80 years goes by, the Jews return to 

Jerusalem from captivity in Babylon, and Ezra says the 

returnees included the sons of Asaph. And when they 

rebuilt the Temple, guess who led the worship? The sons of 

Asaph again (Ez. 3:10). And when the wall around 

Jerusalem was rebuilt under Nehemiah, once again the sons 

of Asaph led the worship (Neh. 11:17). In other words, 

almost 600 years after David first elevated Asaph to chief 

musician, his descendents were still passing on a legacy of 

worship to future generations. They took seriously the 

command ñto tell to the coming generation the glorious 

deeds of the LORD, and His might, and the wonders that 

He has done,ò as Worshipmatters.com put it. 

How do we do that? How do we pass on a legacy of 

worship to the next generation? First, think of passing on a 

legacy of worship to the next generation as akin to a relay 

race. A relay race is all about the baton, not the runners. 

Runners who cross the line without the baton lose. When it 

comes to worship, what is the baton? Godôs ñglorious 

deeds, and His might, and the wonders that He has done.ò 

And the fullest expression of that is the Gospel: Jesusô 

death on the cross for sinners that reconciled us to God.  

Thatôs got to be at the heart of everything we pass 

on. It is because of the Gospel that your sin is forgiven. It is 

because of the Gospel that there is no more condemnation 

for you. It is because of the Gospel that your suffering has a 

purpose, to accomplish His good purpose for in you.  

Second, we will pass on legacy of worship more 

effectively if weôre conscious of the faithful ones who 

went before us, like Asaph. Bryan Chappell writes in 

Christ-Centered Worship, ñWe should not ignore the 

wisdom of Church forebears just because itôs old, or 

automatically reject it just because we didnôt think of it. We 

consider the history because God does not give all of His 

wisdom to any one time or people.ò 

When we gather together Sunday mornings we 

need to remember that we stand on the shoulders of giants. 

Weôre the beneficiaries of musicians like Asaph who 

trained generations to use their musical gifts to serve Godôs 

people. Of musicians like Johann Sebastian Bach who 

wrote music of unparalleled excellence to Godôs glory. Of 

hymn writers like Fanny Crosby, Phillip Bliss, and even 

Bill Gaither, whose songs encourage Godôs praise and 

faithful living. 

Third, as part of the passing generation, I want to 

be sure that Iôm not merely looking back to the past or to 
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what Iôm most comfortable with. I want to be looking at 

what God is doing in the coming generation. That means 

that we must be intentional about learning from them and 

teaching them. Asaphôs sons didnôt minister for 600 years 

without some serious planning, thought, and instruction. 

What do you want to be remembered for? What words do 

you want to describe you? Hip? Cool? Fun? Edgy? 

Creative? How about the two words from Psalm 78:8, 

ñsteadfastò and ñfaithfulò?  

Generations pass in the blink of an eye. Youth will 

be leaders before you know it, with the responsibility to 

pass on a legacy of worship to their children and 

grandchildren. How will they do? Depends largely on how 

we do now, right?  

How seriously do we take the command to pass on 

a legacy of worship to the next generation? How much of 

our thinking about worship revolves around what we like? 

And how often is that attitude passed on to the next 

generation, who then focus on what appeals to them? That 

kind of generational narcissism always views our 

generation as the most important one. Thatôs why so many 

churches choose to have multiple services for different 

musical styles: traditional, contemporary, etc. That may 

appeal to a broader range of people, but I wonder, what are 

those churches giving up in the long run? Does the Gospel 

have more power to unite us than our personal preferences 

have to divide us, or are we stuck in the mindset that 

musical style and physical expression trump passing on a 

legacy of worship to the next generation? How do we pass 

on a legacy of worship to the next generation if we canôt 

even sing in the same room with them? 

I can guarantee you there wonôt be separate 

services to worship the Lamb in heaven. We will be 

enthralled and captivated with the glory of Christ. Is His 

glory less important now? Singing with one another now 

reminds us that we are united one with another in Christ, 

humbled together, redeemed together, and worshipping 

together.  

 

Tim Schoap is co-pastor and worship coordinator of 

Signal Mountain Bible Church in Signal Mountain, Tenn. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically Speakingðby Spiros Zodhiates 
 

The Transfiguration  
Matthew 17:1-5 
 

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, 2006, 

AMG Publishers. 

 

Scholars are not certain which mountain Jesus and 

His three disciples ascended for this great event. Luke just 

calls it ña mountainò (Luke 9:28). We do know that Jesus 

was in northern Galilee, since immediately following the 

transfiguration, He went to Capernaum. Both Mount Tabor 

and Mount Hermon (the taller of the two) have been 

suggested as the site. 

[1] Peter, James, and John were selected to witness 

ñapartò (katô id²an; privately; from katá [2596], according 

to; and ídios [2398], oneôs own) from others the high point 

of Jesusô visible glory as well as the low point of His 

humiliating agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt. 

26:37; Mark 14:33). These were rare privileges for these 

three, who also stood nearby when Jairusô daughter was 

raised from the dead (Mark 5:37; Luke 8:51). 

[2] In Philippians 2:6, 7, we learn that Jesus Christ 

subsisted in the ñform (morphǛ [3444]) of Godò but emptied 

Himself, taking the ñform (morphǛn) of a servant (doúlou 

[1401]).ò Since sovereignty and service are antithetical 

concepts, the precise contrast in ñformò seems to be 

between rule and obedience. The ñform of Godò is not 

service, and the ñform of serviceò is not sovereignty. So 

Jesus added service to His sovereignty by becoming the 

God-Man, veiling His rule and accenting His service to the 

point of washing feet and dying on the cross.  

Theologians call this ñkenosis,ò from the Greek 

word ekénǾsen (2758), ñHe emptied Himselfò (ñmade 

himself of no reputationò in the KJV), in Philippians 2:7. He 

emptied Himself by adding humanðnot subtracting 

divineðpredicates, by adding service, not subtracting 

sovereignty. 

The transfiguration is a momentary reversal of this 

humiliation, a temporary repositioning of the two 

permanent formsðone to the foreground, and one to the 

background. A complex verb derived from morphǛ is used 

here: ñAnd [He] was transfigured (metemorphǾthǛ, the 

aorist passive of metamorphóǾ [3339] from metá [3326], 

succession, change; and morphóǾ [3445], to form, to 

structure) before them.ò Since the Lord Jesus is always God 

and man, the change is the relative positioning of forms, not 

the absolute replacement of one by the other. 

The passive voice is used for the triune Godôs 

action on Christôs humanity. God the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit all repositioned the human form of Jesus Christ, 

unveiling and forwarding His deity while veiling his 

humanity, placing it in the background. The Son of man, 

then, was passive from the standpoint that God the Father 

did this and yet active from the perspective that whatever 

the Father does, the Son of God does likewise (John 5:19). 
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According to Luke 9:29, ñThe fashion (eídos [1491], 

appearance, sight; from eídǾeídon [1492], the aorist of 

horáǾ [3708], to see and perceive with emphasis on 

perception) of his countenance was altered.ò 

In His new form, Jesusô face ñdid shine (élampsen, 

the aorist tense of lámpǾ [2989], to shine) like the sun,ò and 

His clothes became as white as light. Although Matthew 

uses the historic aorist to sum up the event, Mark chooses 

the present participle, stílbonta (from stílbǾ [4744], to 

radiate, glitter), ñradiating,ò to emphasize the durative 

glory of His white radiance, unmatched by any snow on 

earth (Mark 9:3). Luke the historian adds that the 

transfiguration occurred ñas [Jesus] prayed (proseúxesthai, 

the aorist middle deponent infinitive of proseúchomai 

[4336] from euchǛ [2171], a wish; and prós [4314], toward 

[the Father]),ò His clothing becoming ñwhite and glistering 

(exastráptǾn, the present participle of exastráptǾ [1823], to 

glisten, to shine forth]ò (Luke 9:29). 

In Romans 12:2, Paul defines the metamorphosis of 

believers as a renewal (anakainǾsei [342] from aná [303], 

again; and kainós [2537], qualitatively new) of their minds, 

an internal change of form from flesh to spirit. In 

2 Corinthians 3:18, he elaborates: ñBut we all, with open 

face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 

changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 

by the Spirit of the Lord.ò 

This spiritual transformation is as radically white as 

the face and clothing of the transfigured Lord Jesus. 

Believers, in whose hearts the grace of God reigns, never 

stop manifesting the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). By using 

the word ñallò (pántes, the plural adjective of pás [3956], 

all), Paul includes every believer. All Christians, then, 

behold the glory of the Lord and are changed into His 

glorious imageðñpredestin[ed] to be conformed to the 

image of his Sonò (Rom. 8:29). Looking at Christ, 

recognizing His glory, is the occasion of our being 

conformed to His image (2 Cor. 4:4). And it is ñfrom glory 

to gloryò as it is ñfrom faith to faithò (Rom. 1:17). 

[3] As Jesusô kenosis (self-emptying or 

humiliation) brought heaven to earth, so the transfiguration 

brought earth to heaven. We read that Moses and Elijah 

appeared, Luke adding ñin gloryò (Luke 9:31). 

The verb ñappearedò (ǾphthǛsan, the aorist passive 

of horáǾ, to see and perceive, or of optánomai [3700], to 

see physically) includes the ideas of physical sight and 

possibly also of understanding. Since there are no reported 

formal introductions or revelations, we wonder how the 

disciples knew it was Moses and Elijah. Matthew simply 

reports the fact, but Peter seems to cognize (we canôt say 

ñrecognize,ò since the two were ñin gloryò) Moses and 

Elijah according to the next verse. As in other revelations, 

such as Johnôs visions in Revelation, he was ñin the Spiritò 

without local transport (Rev. 1:10). The point is that heaven 

transcends earth in ways not reducible to physical 

dimensions. The local appearance of Moses and Elijah 

proves as much. 

The verb translated ñtalking withò (Jesus) is 

sullaloúntes (the present participle of sullaléǾ [4814] from 

sún [4862], together, and laléǾ [2980], to speak, to interrupt 

silence. Moses and Elijah had obviously been silent for 

some time, at least on earth.  

Concerning the destinies of these prophets 

following their earthly ministries, we have meager 

information from the biblical records: ñSo Moses the 

servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, 

according to the word of the LORD. And he [God?] buried 

him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: 

but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this dayò (Deut. 

34:5, 6). ñYet Michael the archangel, when contending with 

the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 

bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord 

rebuke theeò (Jude 9). ñAnd it came to pass, as they [Elijah 

and Elisha] still went on, and talked, that, behold, there 

appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted 

them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 

heavenò (2 Kgs. 2:11). 

From these verses, we glean that: 1) Moses died 

and was buried, inferentially by the Lord Himself. 2) Satan 

and Michael the archangel argued over Mosesô body, 

possibly a tussle over resurrection and ascension ñto gloryò 

(Luke 9:31). Or perhaps Satan wanted to display the corpse 

for idolatrous worship in Canaan, which could explain why 

the Lord buried him covertly in the first place. And 3) 

Elijah ascended to heaven in his natural body. 

Even though both appear ñin gloryò according to 

Luke 9:31, there is no evidence that either was raised in a 

glorified body. In fact, this would seem to be 

eschatologically out of order with Paulôs prophecies in 

1 Corinthians 15:42ï55 and 1 Thessalonians 4:14ï17. On 

the other hand, the absence of a resurrection does not 

explain how Moses as a ñspirit [that] hath not flesh and 

bonesò (Luke 24:39) would appear to the physical senses of 

the disciples. But then, Samuel somehow appeared to Saul 

(1 Sam. 28:11ï19); the rich man in torment apparently had 

some sort of spiritual eyes (Luke 16:23) and tongue (v. 24) 

and was seen by Abraham and (probably) Lazarus; and the 

martyrs under the altar were given robes (Rev. 6:9ï11). The 

problem is interesting, thorny, and beyond the prescribed 

limits of a commentary. Theologians have suggested 

speculations like ñintermediate (i.e., pre-resurrection) 

bodies.ò 

We know Moses and Elijah appeared, because the 

text says so. One evidence for this is the fact that the two, 

according to Mark, ñwere talking with Jesusò (Mark 9:4). 

Luke, always given to historical detail, adds that they 

ñspake of His [Jesusô] decease which he should accomplish 

at Jerusalemò (Luke 9:31). Moses and Elijah had to exist 
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contemporaneously with Jesus in order to discuss a 

concurrent future. 

[4] Peter, as usual, was the first to speak. Only six 

days prior (v. 1), Jesus had rebuked him sternly for 

suggesting that He spare Himself the dangers in Jerusalem. 

Again he spoke with little significant forethought: ñLord, it 

is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three 

tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 

Elias.ò 

Peter did not understand that neither Moses nor 

Elijah ñin gloryò required ñtentsò (skǛnás, the accusative 

plural of skǛnǛ [4633]) like the Word (Lógos) who, prior to 

being ñreceived up into gloryò (1 Tim. 3:16), ñdwelt 

(eskǛnǾsen [4637], ñtentedò) among usò (John 1:14). Peter 

did not realize that this was a vision of another worldð

heaven itself. Perhaps based on Malachiôs prophecy that 

Elijah would return to earth before the Day of the Lord 

(Mal. 4:5, 6), Peter assumed that this appearance was the 

beginning of the fulfillment of that event. Actually, the 

appearance does carry some eschatological symbolic 

weight: Moses typified the dead and Elijah the living at the 

return of Christ for His people (1 Thess. 4:16). 

Peter was right about one thing: ñIt is good (kalón 

[2570], intrinsically good) for us to be here.ò Yes, it was 

good; but the construction of tentsðlike churchesðwould 

not serve as a good reminder that ñhere have we no 

continuing cityò (Heb. 13:14). The transfiguration was a 

momentary revelation of glories to come, not the beginning 

of Elijahôs ministry on earth before the Day of the Lord (see 

the ñtwo witnessesò in Rev. 11:3ï12). But Peter was not 

altogether without humility, for he said, ñLord,é if thou 

wilt (théleis, the present tense of thélǾ [2309], to 

determine).ò At least, he submitted his proposal to the 

sovereignty of His Master. 

[5] The present participle, ñspeakingò (laloúntos 

from laléǾ [2980], to break silence), coupled with the 

adverb ñyetò (éti [2089], yet, still), shows that Peterôs 

eloquent speech was cut off short of its finale. ñWhile he yet 

spake,ò the Father interrupted. Assuming all the words in 

verse 4 were aired, Peter evidently had more to say.  

Before the Father spoke, a bright cloud appeared: 

ñBehold (idoú [2400] from eídon, the aorist of horáǾ, to 

perceive sensibly and mentally), a bright (phǾteinǛ [5460] 

from phǾs [5457], light) cloud (nephélǛ [3507], a cloud 

formation) overshadowed them.ò Such clouds of glory 

received Christ at His ascension (Acts 1:9) and will 

accompany His return (cf. Matt. 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 

14:62; Rev. 1:7). Living believers will be ñcaught up 

together with [the believing dead] in the cloudsò (1 Thess. 

4:17). The transfiguration prefigured this return. 

The exclamatory ñbeholdò occurs twice in this 

verse, once before the verb ñovershadowedò (epeskíasen, 

the aorist tense of episkiázǾ [1982] from epí [1909], upon; 

and skiázǾ [n.f.] from skiá [4639], shadow, shade) which 

implies that the bright cloud produced shade. The second 

ñbeholdò calls our attention to ña voice (phǾnǛ [5456], the 

emphasis on the sound) out of the cloud.ò Since the Son of 

God was not ñdeclaringò (exegeting) the Father (John 1:18) 

who was now speaking on His own, how does this ñvoiceò 

harmonize with Jesusô words, ñYe have [neither] heard His 

[i.e., the Fatherôs] voice at any timeò (John 5:37)? Possibly, 

the voice of the Father at this instant was mediated through 

angelsða theme common to both Testamentsðjust as the 

vision of the Father was mediated by the bright cloud.  

This is the second time Matthew records a voice 

speaking from heaven (Matt. 3:17). ñThis (hoútos [3778], 

this) is my (mou [1473]) beloved (ho [3588], the definite 

article; agapǛtós [27], beloved one; ñThe beloved Oneò is a 

title used only of God the Father or of the Lord Jesus 

Christ; see Matt. 3:17; Eph. 1:6; et al.) Son.ò The two 

pronouns strengthen Christôs status as the only begotten 

Son. Hoútos is singular, literally ñthis One,ò meaning no 

others are in the class. Also, hoútos as opposed to ekeínos 

([1565], ñthat Oneò) highlights the unique proximity of the 

trinitarian Persons, as do prós, in John 1:1; kólpos ([2859], 

ñbosomò) in John 1:18, and pará ([3844], ñwithò) in John 

17:5. Furthermore, mou (ñmyò) implies a unique possession 

differentiated from the Fatherôs (and Sonôs, for that matter) 

ownership of all things (John 16:15). Finally, the definite 

article in the title, ñthe beloved One,ò also sets the Son apart 

as the particular object of the Fatherôs love, wholly distinct 

from His general love for creatures. 

The Father added, ñIn whom I am well pleased 

(eudǾkǛsa, the aorist active tense of eudokéǾ [2106]).ò The 

problem with this reading is that the verb is taken as present 

and passive, when it is actually aorist and active. An 

alternative reading would be, ñby (en [1722], ñisò, 

frequently the instrumental  ñbyò) whom I thought well,ò 

meaning ñby Him (i.e., His atonement and intercession) I 

thought wellò toward fallen humankind. The Fatherôs good 

thoughts toward humanity were captured in His plan to send 

the Son to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). 

Based on His evaluation of the Son, the Father added, 

ñHear ye (akoúete, the present imperative of akoúǾ [191], 

to listen) Him.ò This means more than just hearing the 

sound of Christôs voice. It means obedient listening to His 

will.  

 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tennessee for over 40 

years, was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, 

and authored dozens of exegetical books. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Following Godðby Wayne Barber 
 

The Power of Godôs Word 

Hebrews 11:2-6 

 
Biblical faith in Godôs Word brings clarity to our 

existence. We live in such an upside-down world that only 

trusting God makes any sense. In Hebrews 11, the author of 

Hebrews says in Hebrews 11:2, ñFor by it the men of old 

gained approval.ò The men of old, some of whom will be 

mentioned further down in chapter 11, gained Godôs 

approval only by faith and nothing else. Their realization 

that every word of God is true brought newness of life, even 

to believers in ancient times. Faith enabled them to bear 

testimony to things that man could never figure out by his 

natural mind. 

The author of Hebrews is about to illustrate what 

many call Godôs ñHall of Faithò down through the ages of 

Israelôs historyðmen who were noted only because they 

trusted God. His point is that only faith can bring Godôs 

approval. ñAnd without faith it is impossible to please Him, 

for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that 

He is a rewarder of those who seek Himò (Heb. 11:6). 

Before he mentions these great men of faith, he shows that 

faith in God and in His Word is the only thing that can 

bring clarity in understanding the nature of our very 

existence.  

These errant Jews had already seen God in His 

creation which was beyond human rationalization. God 

spoke and created the world and the universe, and they 

understood that! But how did they understand it? He says in 

verse 3, ñBy faith we understand that the worlds were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not 

made out of things which are visible.ò The word 

ñpreparedò is the word meaning ñto put something into its 

place.ò Only in Godôs Word do we find how the world and 

the universe were made! ñBy the word of the Lord the 

heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all 

their host. He gathers the waters of the sea together as a 

heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses. Let all the earth 

fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in 

awe of Him. For He spoke, and it was done; He 

commanded, and it stood fastò (Ps. 33:6-9). 

It is only by faith in Godôs Word that this can be 

understood. The word ñunderstandò is the Greek noieǾ, 

which means much more than just to observe. It is like 

when we are observing the marvelous universe that is above 

us on a clear night, mystified by all that is so marvelous and 

beyond our comprehension. The only thing that explains 

this is the revelation shown to us when we trust Godôs 

Word! Faith alone clarifies our very existence. When we 

believe Psalm 33, John 1:3, Hebrews 1:1-3, etc., then and 

only then can we understand. It is not in understanding it 

and then believing, but it is believing so that we can begin 

to understand it. Paul uses the word ñunderstandò in 

Romans to show that every human has seen Godôs creation 

since the creation of the world and deep within himself has 

believed that God did it.  ñFor since the creation of the 

world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine 

nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 

what has been made, so that they are without excuseò 

(Rom. 1:20). 

For centuries man has tried to paint God out of the 

picture. They have come up with one theory replaced by 

another and by another in their endless quest to understand 

creation. But, the answer is beyond the realm of scientific 

investigation. However, it is not beyond the realm of our 

understanding if we are willing to be taught by the Word of 

God. Faith in God is so important that it alone can explain 

the very existence of our world and the universe that 

surrounds it!   

So, the Christian who understands because of faith 

in Godôs Word can never be proud of his knowledge or take 

any credit for it. This understanding only comes as a gift 

from God, like every other blessing of faith. By his own 

resources, a believer could no more discover the truth about 

origins than could the rankest atheist. So, what is faith? It 

rests on who God is and on what God says, and it alone 

brings clarity to our very existence. Without it, ñit is 

impossible to please Him.ò 

 

Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown Church in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Clean Hands and a Pure Heart 
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

 

ñWho may ascend into the hill of the Lord? And 

who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands 

and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to 

falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfullyò (Ps. 24:3-4). 

Outward practical holiness is a very precious mark 

of grace. It is to be feared that many professors have 

perverted the doctrine of justification by faith in such a way 

as to treat good works with contempt; if so, they will 

receive everlasting contempt at the last great day.  

If our hands are not clean, let us wash them in 

Jesusô precious blood, and so let us lift up pure hands unto 

God. But ñclean handsò will not suffice, unless they are 

connected with ña pure heart.ò True religion is heart-work. 

We may wash the outside of the cup and the platter as long 

as we please, but if the inward parts be filthy, we are filthy 

altogether in the sight of God, for our hearts are more truly 

ourselves than our hands are; the very life of our being lies 

in the inner nature, and hence the imperative need of purity 

within. The pure in heart shall see God, all others are but 

blind bats.  

The man who is born for heaven ñhas not lifted up 

his soul to falsehood.ò All men have their joys, by which 

their souls are lifted up; the worldling lifts up his soul in 

carnal delights, which are mere empty vanities; but the saint 

loves more substantial things; like Jehoshaphat, he is lifted 

up in the ways of the Lord. He who is content with husks, 

will be reckoned with the swine. Does the world satisfy 

you? Then you have your reward and portion in this life; 

make much of it, for you shall know no other joy.  

ñAnd has not sworn deceitfully.ò The saints are men 

of honor still. The Christian manôs word is his only oath; 

but that is as good as twenty oaths of other men. False 

speaking will shut any man out of heaven, for a liar shall 

not enter into Godôs house, whatever may be his 

professions or doings. Reader, does the text before us 

condemn you, or do you hope to ascend into the hill of the 

Lord? 

From Morning and Evening 

 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892), ñthe Prince of 

Preachers,ò was a renowned pastor and author who served 

as pastor of Londonôs Metropolitan Tabernacle for 38 years. 

His works are still widely read today. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Words to Stand You on Your Feetðby Joe McKeever 
 

Whatôs Going on Here? 

 
The other day, a pastor sat in my office and told 

how his wife has quit her job so she can help in the 

ministry. ñWeôre excited about it,ò he said. ñBut losing that 

paycheck is really forcing us to cut back on things.ò 

Theyôve gotten rid of his motorcycle and sold one 

of the cars. ñThe strangest thing, though,ò he said, ñis that 

two years ago when she took this job, some of the members 

criticized her for it. They felt she was not setting a good 

example for the women of the church. And now, when she 

announced she was giving up her job to work with me in 

the ministry, they began criticizing her for making the 

women in the church who have to work feel bad.ò 

He was perplexed. I had no answers other than a 

too-flippant, ñWelcome to the ministry!ò We both laughed. 

The next day, a pastorôs wife sent an email from 

another state. She and her husband are about at their witsô 

end, she says. ñThe congregation voted unanimously to do 

this new thing,ò she said, without telling me what it was. 

ñOne of our couples was out of town and when they learned 

of it, they hit the ceiling. They blamed my husband and 

have been working day and night ever since to build 

opposition to him. Itôs driving me up the wall,ò she said. 

ñAnd my husband is so upset that he canceled a mission trip 

to stay at home and deal with the crisis.ò 

Whatôs going on here? From what I know, at least 

four things are going on in these churches. 

 

I. Satan Is on the Attack 

Somewhere I read that when John Wesley received 

the news of a thriving Sunday school program being 

established in a particular community, he said to the pastor, 

ñI am surprised the devil has not raised up a champion to 

oppose it.ò 

In a way, itôs a back-handed compliment when the 

devil attacks you. As with the foolish sons of Sceva in Acts 

19, Satan does not bother to even learn the names of those 

already on his side who are doing nothing of concern to 

him. Those who labor the most faithfully for the Lord Jesus 

are honored in heaven and famous in hell. 

 

II. The Flesh Is Alive and Well (Even in the Best of 

People) 
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We pay Lucifer too high a compliment when we lay 

every problem in the Church at his door. The old folks used 

to talk about the unholy trinity of ñthe world, the flesh, and 

the devil.ò Any one of the three is capable of all the trouble 

any of us can handle. 

To create havoc on the interstate, itôs not necessary 

to put a crazy person behind every wheel. Simply tamper 

with the steering mechanism and no matter how well-

intentioned the drivers are, the result will be chaos.  

Itôs too easy and cheap to blame Satan for 

congregational trouble-makers. In most cases, the 

murmurers mean well, but they are not mature, not 

Scripturally knowledgeable, and not led by the Holy Spirit. 

Operating in the flesh, they jump to conclusions, question 

the motives of the Lordôs workers, assume the worst, and 

use the worldôs tactics to get their way. 

 

III. The Lord Is Gifting His Churches with 

Opportunities to Demonstrate Their Faithfulness 
The constant bickering and complaining in the 

Jerusalem church (Acts 6:1-7) had its basis in a real 

problem: the neglect of Grecian widows in the distribution 

of food. Even though that congregation was untrained and 

inexperienced, they responded perfectly. The leaders moved 

swiftly to decide on a course of action, called the 

congregation together and gave leadership in resolving the 

issue, involved everyone in the decision, and stuck to their 

priorities. As a result, the work of the Lord prospered, the 

ministry grew, and outsiders joined them, wanting a share 

of what these believers had found. 

My friend George Bullard leads conferences on the 

subject ñEvery Church Needs a Little Conflictò (he has a 

book by that title also). Heôs exactly right. By addressing 

small conflicts promptly and faithfully, a congregation 

builds leadership and patterns for dealing with larger issues 

when they arise. 

 

IV. God Is Growing His Pastors 

When you want to build a muscle, you put stress on 

it. When God wants to build us up in Christ, He does not 

hesitate to lay stress on us. ñThe testing of your faith 

produces enduranceò (James 1:3). 

Far from going to pieces when opposition arises 

and murmuring breaks out, pastors and other church leaders 

need to cool it. Do not panic. This is par for the course. 

There has always been this kind of nitpicking behavior 

among the less mature of the Lordôs people, going all the 

way back to the wilderness under Moses. (See Exodus 

14:11. Before Israel had even crossed the Red Sea, they 

were already carping over Mosesô leadership.) 

Itôs no fun when the people whom one is supposed 

to be loving and serving, ministering to and nurturing in the 

Lord, choose to show their appreciation by griping and 

sniping. But thus it has ever been and so shall it ever be as 

long as we serve God in this fallen world. 

The problemðwell, one of themðis that we tend 

to enter the Lordôs service with our eyes dazzled by the 

privilege of serving ñso great a people,ò as Solomon called 

Godôs chosen in 1 Kings 3:8. Thatôs why we get blindsided. 

We were not expecting the attacks to come from within the 

congregation but from the enemy outside. We would do 

well to remember that our Lord Himself was betrayed by 

one of His own apostles. 

Knowing our own frailties (and we are the leaders!) 

should forever disabuse us of the notion that the folks in the 

pews are capable of perfection and unerring godliness. They 

are imperfect people being led by an imperfect pastor. 

Teach them this and tell them what it means: we each will 

need to cut one another plenty of slack along the way. 

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from 

New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at 

www.joemckeever.com.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Jewels from Past Giants 
 

Faith and the GospelðPart 2 

By J. Gresham Machen 

 
Originally a chapter from the 1925 book What Is 

Faith?, and edited slightly for length. Part one was 

published as the ñJewels from Past Giantsò column in the 

6/14/10 issue. 

 We ought never, therefore, to set present 

communion with Christ, as so many are doing, in 

opposition to the Gospel; we ought never to say that we are 

interested in what Christ does for us now, but are not so 

much interested in what He did long ago. Do you know 

what soon happens when men talk in that way? The answer 

is only too plain. They soon lose all contact with the real 

Christ; what they call ñChristò in the soul soon comes to 

have little to do with the actual person, Jesus of Nazareth; 

their religion would really remain essentially the same if 

scientific history should prove that such a person as Jesus 

never lived. In other words, they soon come to substitute 

the imaginings of their own hearts for what God has 

revealed; they substitute mysticism for Christianity as the 

religion of their souls. 
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 That danger should be avoided by the Christian 

man with all his might and main. God has given us an 

anchor for our souls; he has anchored us to Himself by the 

message of the Cross. Let us never cast that anchor off; let 

us never weaken our connection with the events upon which 

our faith is based. Such dependence upon the past will 

never prevent us from having present communion with 

Christ; our communion with Him will be as inward, as 

intimate, as untrammeled by any barriers of sense, as the 

communion of which the mystics boast; but unlike the 

communion of the mystics it will be communion not with 

the imaginings of our own hearts, but with the real Savior 

Jesus Christ. The Gospel of redemption through the cross 

and resurrection of Christ is not a barrier between us and 

Christ, but it is the blessed tie by which, with the cords of 

His love, He has bound us forever to Him. 

 Acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ, as He is 

offered to us in the Gospel of His redeeming work, is 

saving faith. Despairing of any salvation to be obtained by 

our own efforts, we simply trust in Him to save us; we say 

no longer, as we contemplate the cross, merely ñHe saved 

others,ò or ñHe saved the world,ò or ñHe saved the 

Church;ò but we say, every one of us, by the strange 

individualizing power of faith, ñHe loved me and gave 

Himself for me.ò When a man once says that, in his heart 

and not merely on his lips, then no matter what his guilt 

may be, no matter how far he is beyond any human pale, no 

matter how little opportunity he has for making good the 

evil that he has done, he is a ransomed soul, a child of God 

forever. 

 At this point, a question may perhaps be asked. We 

have said that saving faith is acceptance of Christ, not 

merely in general, but as He is offered to us in the Gospel. 

How much, then, of the Gospel, it may be asked, does a 

man need to accept in order to be saved; what, to put it 

baldly, are the minimum doctrinal requirements in order 

that a man may be a Christian? That is a question which, in 

one form or another, I am often asked; but it is also a 

question which I have never answered, and which I have 

not the slightest intention of answering now. Indeed it is a 

question which I think no human being can answer. Who 

can presume to say for certain what is the condition of 

another manôs soul; who can presume to say whether the 

other manôs attitude towards Christ, which he can express 

but badly in words, is an attitude of saving faith or not? 

This is one of the things which must surely be left to God. 

 There is indeed a certain reason why it is natural to 

ask the question to which we have just referred; it is natural 

because of the existence of a visible Church. The visible 

Church should strive to receive, into a communion for 

prayer and fellowship and labor, as many as possible of 

those who are united to Christ in saving faith, and it should 

strive to exclude as many as possible of those who are not 

so united to Him. If it does not practice exclusion as well as 

inclusion, it will soon come to stand for nothing at all, but 

will be merged in the life of the world; it will soon become 

like salt that has lost its savor, fit only to be cast out and to 

be trodden under feet of men. 

 In order, therefore, that the purity of the Church 

may be preserved, a confession of faith in Christ must be 

required of all those who would become Church members. 

But what kind of confession must it be? I for my part think 

that it ought to be not merely a verbal confession, but a 

credible confession. One of the very greatest evils of 

present-day religious life, it seems to me, is the reception 

into the Church of persons who merely repeat a form of 

words such as ñI accept Christ as my personal Savior,ò 

without giving the slightest evidence to show that they 

know what such words mean. 

 As a consequence of this practice, hosts of persons 

are being received into the Church on the basis, as has been 

well said, of nothing more than a vague admiration for the 

moral character of Jesus, or else on the basis of a vague 

purpose of engaging in humanitarian work. One such 

person within the Church does more harm to the cause of 

Christ, I for my part believe, than ten such persons outside; 

and the whole practice ought to be radically changed. The 

truth is that the ecclesiastical currency of our day has been 

sadly debased; Church membership, as well as Church 

office, no longer means what it ought to mean. In view of 

such a situation, we ought, I think, to have reality at least; 

instead of comforting ourselves with columns of Church 

statistics, we ought to face the facts; we ought to recall this 

paper currency and get back to a standard of gold. 

 To that end, it should, I think, be made much harder 

than it now is to enter the Church: the confession of faith 

that is required should be a credible confession; and if it 

becomes evident upon examination that a candidate has no 

notion of what he is doing, he should be advised to enter 

upon a course of instruction before he becomes a member 

of the Church. Such a course of instruction, moreover, 

should be conducted not by comparatively untrained 

laymen, but ordinarily by the ministers; the excellent 

institution of the catechetical class should be generally 

revived. Those churches, like some bodies in America, 

which have maintained that institution, have profited 

enormously by its employment; and their example deserves 

to be generally followed. 

 After all, however, such inquiries into the state of 

the souls of men and women and children who desire to 

enter into the Church must be regarded as at the best very 

rough and altogether provisional. Certainly requirements for 

Church membership should be distinguished in the sharpest 

possible way from requirements for the ministry. Surely 

there is a very important distinction here. Many personsðto 

take a secular exampleðcan be admitted to an educational 

institution as students who yet are not qualified for a 

position in the faculty. Similarly many persons can be 
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admitted to Church membership who yet ought not to be 

admitted to the ministry; they are qualified to learn, but not 

qualified to teach; they should not be allowed to stand forth 

as accredited teachers with the official endorsement of the 

Church. 

 This analogy, it is true, does not by any means 

altogether hold: the Church is not, we think, merely an 

educational institution, but the visible representative in the 

world of the Body of Christ; and its members are not 

merely seekers after God, but those who have already 

found; they are not merely interested in Christ, but are 

united to Christ by the regenerating act of the Spirit of God. 

Nevertheless, although the analogy does not fully hold, it 

does hold far enough to illustrate what we mean. There is a 

wide margin of difference between qualifications for 

Church membership and qualifications for officeð

especially the teaching office that we call the ministry. 

 Many a man, with feeble, struggling belief, torn by 

many doubts, may be admitted into the fellowship of the 

Church and of the sacraments; it would be heartless to 

deprive him of the comfort which such fellowship affords; 

to such persons the Church freely extends its nurture to the 

end that they may be led into ever fuller knowledge and 

ever firmer faith. But to admit such persons into the 

ministry would be a crime against Christôs little ones, who 

look to the ministry for an assured word as to the way by 

which they shall be saved. It is not, however, even such 

persons to whom chiefly we have reference when we 

advocate today a greater care in admitting men to the 

ministry. It is not men who are struggling with doubts and 

difficulties about the Gospel to whose admission we chiefly 

object, but men who are perfectly satisfied with another 

gospel; it is not men of ill-assured faith, but men of assured 

unbelief. 

 Even with regard to Church membership, as 

distinguished from the ministry, there is, as we have seen, a 

limit beyond which exclusion must certainly be practiced. 

Not only a desire to enter the Church should be required but 

also some knowledge of what entering Church means, not 

only a confession of faith but a reasonably credible 

confession. But the point that we are now making is that 

such requirements ought clearly to be recognized as 

provisional; they do not determine a manôs standing before 

God, but they only determine, with the best judgment that 

God has given to feeble and ignorant men, a manôs standing 

in the visible Church. That is one reason why we must 

refuse to answer, in any definite and formal way, the 

question as to the minimum doctrinal requirements that are 

necessary in order that a man may be a Christian. 

 There is, however, another reason. The other reason 

is that the very asking of the question often betokens an 

unfortunate attitude with regard to Christian truth. For our 

part we have not much sympathy with the present 

widespread desire of finding some greatest common 

denominator which shall unite men of different Christian 

bodies; for such a greatest common denominator is often 

found to be very small indeed. Some men seem to devote 

most of their energies to the task of seeing just how little of 

Christian truth they can get along with.  

 We, however, regard it as a perilous business; we 

prefer, instead of seeing how little of Christian truth we can 

get along with, to see just how much of Christian truth we 

can obtain. We ought to search the Scriptures reverently 

and thoughtfully and pray to God that He may lead us into 

an ever fuller understanding of the truth that can make us 

wise unto salvation. There is no virtue whatever in 

ignorance, but much virtue in a knowledge of what God has 

revealed. 

 

J. Gresham Machen (1881-1937) was a prominent 

theologian best remembered for being the intellectual force 

of conservative opposition to liberal theology in American 

denominations during the early 20
th
 Century. He was a 

professor of New Testament at Princeton Theological 

Seminary from 1915 to 1929, after which time he left the 

school in revolt against the schoolôs prevailing liberalism 

and founded Westminster Theological Seminary. In 

addition to his tireless work in preserving and defending the 

faith, he wrote a textbook of New Testament Greek which 

is still widely used by seminaries today.

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Marks of the Masterðby the Old Scot 
 

Dandelions 
 

Most everyone enjoys a success story, and today we 

have a story for you about overcoming adversity and 

gaining the victory against fierce enemies. But it is possible 

that you will not enjoy todayôs story, because you may be 

one of the fierce enemies. 

Our story, you see, is about the lowly but tenacious 

dandelion. Dandelions are found almost everywhere in the 

world that grass growsðand particularly where human folk 

try to grow beautiful lawns. In such places, dandelion and 

man are pitted against each other in ceaseless struggles, and 

man can win only temporary victories. 

Of course, if we are not overly concerned about our 

lawns, we are free to admire dandelions for what they are: a 

part of Godôs creation which is not about to fade into 

oblivion before manôs onslaughts. 
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Dandelionsðalso known as ñblow ballsò and 

ñpeasantôs clocksòðhave a number of characteristics that 

contribute to their remarkable endurance. 

Take the dandelion root, for example. It keeps on 

growing as long as the plant lives, and may grow as deep as 

three feet. The plant stores food reserves in its root, besides 

drawing in water and nutrients through it. But the rootôs 

greatest survival feature lies in the ability of any piece of 

root left in the ground to spring forth a new plant. 

 Rapid growth also helps dandelions survive. Their 

leaves can shoot up above competing plants to capture more 

than their share of the vital sunlight. Many a man who has 

mowed his lawn one day has been amazed to find 

dandelions already recovering the next day. 

 Dandelions are also tremendously flexible in their 

growth habit. If the dandelion finds itself in competition 

with a tall shrub for sunlight, its stalks and leaves can 

stretch as high as two feet to meet the sun. If, however, the 

leaves are frequently grazed or clipped, the plant will keep 

its head down and grow along the ground. 

 Dandelions are also among the first plants to flower 

in the spring, but also are among the last to close down for 

the winter. In some warm regions, dandelions flower all 

year long. And from these flowers come masses of seeds, 

each carrying its own little kite. Children love to blow 

mature seed-heads, thus unconsciously helping to distribute 

future dandelions to new locations. 

 Who thought of equipping dandelion seeds with 

their own little kites to carry them wherever the wind would 

take them? Not the plant itself! Over the supposed course of 

ñmillions of yearsò (which evolutionists believe necessary 

for such complex structures to develop), the dandelion 

would either have died out for lack of these kites, or got 

along very well without themðand in that case would not 

have needed them. But if the kite was unnecessary, but 

developed anyway, the whole argument for evolution is 

confounded. Even evolutionists admit that nature doesnôt 

fix what isnôt broken. 

 Everything about the dandelion, from root to stem 

to kite, proclaims special creation by a special Creatorð

Jehovah, God who made all things and declared them ñvery 

goodò (Gen. 1:31). Godôs handiwork is apparent throughout 

all of nature, for those who will open their eyes to see. As 

the Bible says: ñThe invisible things of Him are clearly 

seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 

his eternal power and Godhood, so that they are without 

excuseò (Rom. 1:20). But many refuse to seeðof whom the 

Bible says, ñProfessing themselves to be wise, they became 

foolsò (Rom 1:22).  

 The theory of evolution is simply an invention of 

man to seek an answer outside of God for the creation of 

the universe. And it is passionately defended by ñwise 

foolsò who will believe anything rather than admit that God 

is Godðbecause to confess that God is the Creator of our 

world is to admit that we, too, are His creatures. And if we 

are His, we owe Him worship and love and service.   

 While rebel hearts defy God and try to shut Him 

out, those in whose hearts the Holy Spirit has kindled a 

hunger to know God can find Him in His Son, Jesus Christ, 

who declared: ñI am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

man comes to the Father but by meò (John 14:6). Jesus 

longs to satisfy hungry hearts. 

 

The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon, with 

his wife Marga. 

 

Source: The Gospel According to a Dandelion, Terry and 

Jean McComb, Teakettle Mt. Pub. Co., Columbia Falls, 

Mont., 1984.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel 
 

Advancing Stewardship: Estate Planning for the Kingdom 

By Pat Ragan 

 
This column highlights the ministries of Discipleôs 

parent organization, Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel 

(AMG) International, a non-denominational missions 

agency.  

Most Christians understand that giving, both to 

local churches and to parachurch ministries dedicated to 

spreading the Gospel, is as much a spiritual discipline as 

prayer and Bible study. Many are faithful above and beyond 

the call for a lifetime of giving for Godôs glory. However, a 

comparatively small number recognize that with the proper 

estate plan, they can continue to ñexcel in this grace of 

givingò (2 Cor. 8:7 NIV) long after theyôve passed on to 

heaven. 

AMGôs Advancing Stewardship ministry exists to 

serve the estate design and planned giving needs of our 

donors, sponsors, and other ministry partners. This ministry 

is provided free of charge with no obligation. We are 

providing this service in partnership with Ray Lyne of 

Lifestyle Giving. Ray has 40 plus years of experience and is 

one of the most respected and prominent estate designers in 

the country. 

We offer this as a service to AMG ministry friends, 

and it is truly a ñno-strings attachedò ministry. We believe 
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as good stewards of Godôs resources that estate planning 

should be spiritual before it is mechanical. It only seems 

logical that, as we manage assets entrusted to us by God, we 

would seek out His plan of stewardship for our estate. As a 

fellow steward, I encourage you to read the following 

information on planned giving and let us know if we may 

serve you in any way.   

 

Reviewing Your Estate Plan 

Most information written about estate planning is 

geared to the individual who has no estate plan. Therefore, 

we often think that once we have signed our wills, or 

planned our estates, we can forget about them. But that is 

not true. Estate planning is a continuing process. In this 

article from Lifestyle Giving, we want to list for you some 

reasons why you need to periodically review your estate 

plan, to make sure that it is up-to-date. 

 

The Three-Year Rule 

It has been suggested that you should review your 

estate plan every three years, to make sure that it is up-to-

date. And this is not necessarily bad advice. But few people 

mark their calendars. If we condition ourselves to think of 

estate planning as a continuous process, we will be much 

safer. Whenever there is a change in your people, your 

property or your plans, your estate plan should be reviewed. 

 

Changes in People 

The following changes in people can affect your 

existing estate plan: a change in marital status of yourself or 

family members; a child or grandchild reaching legal age; 

newly born or adopted children or grandchildren; the death 

of a beneficiary; a personal representative or guardian who 

is no longer qualified or available; a witness to your will 

who is no longer available; a move to a state other than 

where your existing estate plan was drafted. 

 

Changes in Property 

Changes in property can also affect your existing estate 

plan. The following are some changes which will require 

review: a substantial increase in value of property, the 

acquisition of real estate in a state other than where you are 

a legal resident, the transfer of property specifically 

mentioned in your existing estate plan; an inheritance you 

have received; additional life insurance you have 

purchased; a substantial increase in the value of your 

retirement plan. 

 

Changes in Plans 

Changes can also occur in your desires for the 

distribution of your estate, or in the laws which were in 

effect when your existing estate plan was completed. The 

following are some of the areas to which you will want to 

give consideration: a substantial change in tax laws since 

your estate plan was drafted; a change in your desires for 

distribution of your estate; the increase or decrease of 

distribution from your estate to an individual because of 

changed needs; a substantial change in your charitable 

distribution desires; a change in your business relationship; 

a personal beneficiary has become handicapped or 

incompetent. 

 

How Do I Review My Estate Plan? 

The review of your estate plan will follow much of 

the same process followed when you created your original 

estate plan. It requires the assistance of competent counsel 

to make sure your desires will be accomplished. However, 

before you seek that counsel, let me suggest a simple 

process to help you formulate your desires. 

Make a listing of your people. 1) List those to 

whom you wish to give because of dependency, and 2) list 

those to whom you wish to give because of love. Be sure to 

list your charitable organizations, too, because dependency 

and love are both valid reasons for your support. 

Make a listing of your property , including 

approximate values. Add the values of the property, and 

think in terms of cash. Then answer this question: If death 

had occurred last night, how would you want the property 

divided among the people? However, before you make that 

decision, pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide and direct 

you in your decision. 

 

A Valuable Resource 

Many individuals have found the material that the 

Lifestyle Giving staff has designed to assist our friends in 

the estate planning process to be just as valuable in the 

review of their estate plans. We have prepared a special 

ñGuide to Planning Your Estateò which includes 

information and guidelines for the estate planning process, 

and an inventory form which can be used to list the data on 

your people, property and plans. We would like to make a 

copy available to you, at no cost and no obligation. 

Again, we want to be of service to you. Whether 

you are making a review of your existing estate plan, or 

have not yet taken that first step in this important act of 

stewardship, please request your free ñGuide to Planning 

Your Estateò today. There is no cost or obligation. 

Pat Ragan is vice president of development for 

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel (AMG) 

International in Chattanooga, Tenn. 

 

For more information contact: 

AMGôs Advancing Stewardship Ministry 

c/o AMG International 

6815 Shallowford Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421 

Phone: 423.894.6060, ext . 202 

E-mail: advance@amginternational.org 

On the web: www.amginternational.org
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Reviewsð7/12/10 

 
Editorôs Note: In this issue, due to a recent influx of 

worthwhile books (but in the absence of exceptional ones) 

we are offering brief overviews of seven noteworthy recent 

releases in lieu of our usual full reviews. 

 

Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament: Colossians 

and Philemon, Murray J. Harris, 2010, B&H Publishing, 

Nashville, Tenn., ISBN 9780805448498, 272 pages, 

$24.99, softcover. 

 This very serious commentary and textual analysis 

is not for the average Bible reader, but is of immense value 

to pastors and theologians seeking to better understand and 

apply the Greek text of these two Pauline epistles to those 

whom they serve. This represents an early installment of the 

developing series (also edited by Harris), Exegetical Guide 

to the Greek New Testament. 

 

Introducing the New Testament: A Short Guide to Its 

History and Message, D.A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo, 

2010, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Mich., ISBN 

9780310291497, 163 pages, $12.99, softcover. 

 In the reissue of this classic handbook (edited by 

Andrew David Naselli), Carson and Moo break down each 

section (gospels, epistles, etc.) and each book of the New 

Testament and discuss the authorship, historical context, 

and purpose of these Scriptures to enable readers to better 

interpret and apply Godôs Word. A handy reference that any 

believer should find useful for reading and understanding 

the Bible. 

 

The Jesus Manifesto: Restoring the Supremacy and 

Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, Leonard Sweet and Frank 

Viola, Thomas Nelson, Nashville, Tenn., ISBN 

9780849946011, 201 pages, $14.99, hardcover.  

 Sweet and Viola undertake to lead the Church back 

to its core: the person of Jesus Christ. Though its ñthird 

wayò approach leads the authors to pursue a few false 

dichotomies and make a few generalizations, The Jesus 

Manifesto is to be praised for refocusing the Churchôs 

attention on Christ, both as our redeemer and eternal hope 

and as our example for obedient life before God. 

 

The Letter to the Hebrews, Peter T. OôBrien, 2010, 

Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Mich., ISBN 9780802837295, 

629 pages, $50.00, hardcover. 

 Part of the Pillar New Testament Commentary 

series (D.A. Carson, general editor), OôBrienôs hefty 

exegesis of Hebrews is a thorough but readable addition to 

the pastorôs library of Bible study resources. OôBrien gives 

the text preeminence, and faithfully exposits the truths of 

this profound book of Scripture in an understandable way. 

 

The Lordôs Prayer: Insight and Inspiration to Draw You 

Closer to Him, R.T. Kendall, 2010, Chosen Books, Grand 

Rapids, Mich., ISBN 9780800794897, 208  pages, $13.99, 

softcover. 

 Kendall, a protégé of Martyn Lloyd-Jones who 

served as senior minister of Westminster Chapel in London 

for 25 years, has written an exegesis of the Lordôs Prayer 

(Matt. 6:9-13) with an eye towards its impact on the prayer 

lives of believers. He breaks down each phrase and petition 

contained in the prayer and seeks to apply its principles to 

individualsô walks with God. 

 

The Wisdom of Pixar: An Animated Look at Virtue, 

Robert Velarde, 2010, InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, 

Ill., ISBN 9780830832972, 168 pages, $15.00, softcover. 

 A lighthearted look at the Christian values and 

practices reflected in the films of Pixar Animation Studios 

(the book is an observation, and is not officially sanctioned 

by Pixar). Designed as a small group or family discussion 

piece, Velardeôs book reminds us that a Christian 

worldview can show through in God-given creativity in 

such a way that the whole culture is affected. 

 

Zondervan Atlas of the Bible: Revised Edition, Carl G. 

Rasmussen, 2010, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Mich., ISBN 

9780310270508, 304 pages, $39.99, hardcover. 

 A reissue of a very useful resource, Zondervanôs 

2010 Bible Atlas incorporates new archaeological 

discoveries, updated photographs, and charts and graphs 

that vividly illuminate the geographical, political, cultural, 

and historical contexts in which Scripture was originally 

written. This is a wonderful resource for pastors and 

teachers, and would even make a great coffee-table book.
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon HelpsðFrom SermonHall.com 
 

Sermon Outline 
The Offence of the Cross 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

Introduction: How is the cross made inoffensive? 

I. When We Weaken in Our Stand for Convictions because 

They Are Distasteful to the Worldly-Minded 

II. When We Attempt to Refine the Cross with Gloss and 

Sentimental Show 

III. When We Depict the Cross without the Christ. 

IV. When We Remove the Cross from the Center of Hope 

and Redemption 

V. When We Conceal the Stark Tragedy of the Cross 

VI. When the Cross Does Not Mean our Holiness 

Anonymous 

 

Beautiful Feet 

ñBut if we walk in the lightò (1 John 1:7). 
I. Sure Feet (Ps. 32:8) 
II. Stabilized Feet (1 Sam. 2:9) 
III. Sharing Feet (Rom. 10:15) 

Croft M. Pentz 

 

Illustration s 
Toughened by Storms 

When solid timber is needed, we pass by the things 

grown in the hot house. We seek the oaks grown on the 

storm swept hills. The great in Godôs Kingdom have been 

taught by the hills and vales of temptation. Yielding creates 

littleness, overcoming creates greatness. 

Anonymous 

 

 

 

Keep It Simple 

Vincent Ferrier, an eloquent preacher of the 

fifteenth century, was called to preach before a high 

dignitary of state. He took care to prepare his sermon 

according to the rules of oratory, but it was a notable 

failure.  

The next day he preached in his usual style, without 

pretentiousness, and electrified his hearers. The dignitary, 

who had heard him on both occasions, asked him how he 

could account for so great a difference in his sermons.  

He answered, ñYesterday Vincent Ferrier preached; 

today Jesus Christ.ò  

Anonymous 
 

Bulletin  Inserts 
On Missions 

 

The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions, and the nearer 

we get to Him the more intensely missionaries we must 

become.  

Henry Martyn 

 

Your love has a broken wing if it cannot fly across the sea.  

Maltbie D. Babcock 

 

God sifted a whole nation that He might send choice grain 

over into this wilderness.  

William Stoughton 

Be fishers of men. You catch themðHe will clean them.  
 

Can you reconcile these two statements? ñI am a Christian, 

but I am not interested in missions.ò 

 These two anonymous

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

News Updateð7/12/10 

 
Hollywood Light Crew Burns Pro-Life Teen, 

Producers Apologize 
A light crew working for ABC late-night talk show 

host Jimmy Kimmel drew the fury of pro-lifers in Los 

Angeles after the crew burned a pro-life teenage protester 

with a stage light.  

The conflict began on June 25 when the light crew 

encountered members of the Survivors of the Abortion 

Holocaust, who were displaying graphic abortion signs and 

handing out literature outside of Graumanôs Chinese 

Theatre on Hollywood Boulevard.  

The pro-lifers claim that the Survivors were not 

interfering with the filming, which was being carried out on 

the other side of the street (though a source from the light 

crew said that the scene involved set up on both sides of the 

street). 

A video posted by the Survivors of LA shows a 

high-intensity stage light being directed upon teenager Ryan 

Bueler, who was standing with a pro-life sign only a few 

feet away from the light. A scuffle ensued and police were 

summoned after one of the pro-life witnesses, after 

repeatedly asking the crew to move the light, attempted to 

move it himself. According to the Survivors, Bueler 
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suffered minor burns from the heat of the light, which 

partially melted a plastic bracelet he was wearing. 

According to the Survivorsô press release: ñAfter 

much negotiation between Survivors and one of the 

producers for Jimmy Kimmel Live, Kimmelôs producers 

promisedéthat Jimmy Kimmel Live would never hire the 

assaulting light crew again.ò  

ñThe Survivors defend life and liberty for preborn 

children in the womb, and will continue to do so despite the 

pressure to be silent,ò said Timmerie Millington, Survivorsô 

spokesperson, in a July 4 press release. The group thanked 

Kimmel for promising not to rehire the crew. 

LifeSiteNews 

 

India: Extremists Use Anti-Conversion Laws to 

Victimize Pastors 
ASSIST News Service reports that Hindu 

extremists continue to victimize pastors in India, using anti-

conversion laws as an excuse to attack Christians and limit 

church activities. 

According to U.K.-based Release International, two 

pastors were seriously injured on June 23 when they were 

attacked by men wielding iron bars in Chandapura, 

Karnataka state. The men accused them of converting 

people to Christianity by force. Before that attack, some 

extremists reported to be from the Bajrang Dal organization 

burnt at least seven vehicles belonging to the Jesus with Us 

Pentecostal Church.  

The attack followed efforts by Hindu extremists to 

prevent the church from holding a four-day convention. The 

gathering went ahead in a different location under police 

protection.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Eight Christians Killed in Nigerian Muslim Attacks  
Nigeriaôs religious communities continue to strike 

each other with sporadic violence, Worthy News reports. 

Christians in two states of Nigeria are mourning the killings 

of at least eight Christian believers.  

ñOn the night of July 3, several Muslims attacked 

Kizachi village in Kaduna State and killed five Christians, 

including a primary school teacher and mother of six 

children. The Muslims also burned down five Christian 

homes,ò said International Christian Concern (ICC). 

According to ICC, police stopped protecting the 

village on July 2 as the government failed to pay their 

salaries. There was no immediate comment from Nigerian 

police. The second attack on July 4 happened near the 

violence-riddled city of Jos, when 200 Muslims armed with 

guns and machetes stormed Ganawuri community, 

allegedly killing three Christians. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Afghan Christians Detained Amid Execution 

Threats 
Worthy News reports that more than 20 Afghan 

Christians have been detained in Afghanistan after leaked 

video footage led to official demands for the execution of 

Christian converts. Conversion and proselytizing are illegal 

in the Islamic nation.  

Christian Solidarity Worldwide said the Christians 

were detained since last week and added that non-Christians 

with ties to Westerners have also been targeted for 

interrogation. The crackdown began early this month after 

an Afghan TV station showed Afghan men praying in Farsi 

and being baptized.  

One member of the Afghan parliament, Abdul 

Sattar Khawasi, called for immediate action. ñThose 

Afghans that appeared in this video film should be executed 

in public, the House should order the attorney general and 

the NDS (intelligence agency) to arrest these Afghans and 

execute them,ò Khawasi said. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Caner Sacked as Seminary Dean after Background 

Probe 
After a seven-week probe into whether seminary 

dean Ergun Caner exaggerated his dramatic conversion 

from militant Islam to evangelical Christianity, Liberty 

University has concluded its investigation. According to 

Religion News Service, the school announced Caner will 

remain on faculty, but no longer as dean of its seminary.  

The investigation, prompted by a growing coalition 

of skeptical Muslim and Christian bloggers, concluded 

Caner, 43, had converted from Islam as a teenager, but had 

fabricated or embellished ñmatters such as dates, names and 

places of residenceò in public statements.  

His critics, bolstered by a May 3 report in 

Christianity Today, found major contradictions in his 

claims of growing up in Turkey, rather than Ohio, and 

involvement in ñIslamic youth jihadò to commit terrorism.  

Since Caner became the first ex-Muslim to lead an 

evangelical seminary in 2005, enrollment at Liberty Baptist 

Theological Seminary has tripled. 

Religion Today Summaries 
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Puzzles and óToons 

 
Church óToons by Joe McKeever 

 

 
 

Answers to last issueôs puzzles: 

    
 

Father Abraham and Hidden Wisdom 

By Mark Oshman 

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, December 1995 
 

 

Hidden Wisdom on next page
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