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The Leaven of Compromise
By Alan Stewart

Nineteenth century Danish philosopheréh Compromise makes us doubtended. We want to
Kierkegaard told this story about a wild duck: While flyindb e known as godly men dond wc
across Europe in the springtime with his flock, the wild enjoy the passingleasuresofsin  ( Heb. 11: 25)

duck came down and landed ianish barnyard where the poor to be cared for, but we also want the comforts of
there were tame ducks. He enjoyed their corn, so he staye@ i n ig cwalthy, and hging] need of nothing ( Re v .

for an hour, a day, a wegdnd then a month. 3:17). Theologian Tryon Edwe
Finally, because he relished the good fare and theut the sacrifice of one right or good in thape of
safety of the barnyard, he stayed all summer long. But, oregaining anothé&ft oo of t en ending i n

autumn day whethe flock of wild ducks were winging  The price of compromise is never in equal proportion to

their way south again, they passed over the barnyard an@hat you receive in return! Consider with me the

heard their cries. He was stirred with joy and delight, anddevastating effects of compromise.

with a great flapping of his wings he rose in the air to join

them in flight. However, the good déifhad made him so softCompromise Weakens the Structure of Our Beliefs

and heavy that he could rise no higher than the eaves of the = Long before Samson became a captivihe

barn. He dropped back down to the safety and goodnesdRifilistines, he had been a man captivatéd the

the barnyard. Philistines. Five times in Judges 14 and 15, we are told
Every spring and autumn when he heard the wildS a ms wemtdéwd and | i ngered near

ducks honking, his eyes would gleam and he begdapo f Having successfully learned how to straddle thedehat

his wings to no avail. Ultimately, the day came when the separated good and evil, Samson lost a sense of danger and

wild ducks flew overhead and uttered their cries, but he the discernment of what was right or wrong. How true a

paid them no attention. He had grown complacent and statement it is that a man who will not stand for something

content with lesser things and forgot that which he was bwaith fall for anything! Fence walking may be a wonderful

to do. circus act, butmytime you walk in the middle of the road,
In these days ofgitical correctness and cultural that is the place where an accident is most likely to occur.
sensitivity, if there is one skill our generation has become Lot compromised for greater wealth, but he learned

highly practiced and polished at performing it is the art ofto only see th@rice and not the eternahlue of things.
negotiation. Sometimes, for Christians, this is for the nob&aul compromised for the praise of meut their applause
motivation of reaching the lost, butdften stems from our disguised the difference between character and reputation.
obsession with t he-fafhored, o0 Jesubmadaitgledr tha as betiedersfivee laré in the world,
narrokmi nded, and intol erantb whotdithesvorld be A basaé, i sumobsai u
to adhere to the Word of God has left us drifting deeper dhd water, but when water is in the boat, it is destined to
deeper into the waters of compromise. ultimately sink beneath the waves. Donald Bloesch once
When writing toa church that had likewise becoma&vr ot e, AThe Christian way 1 ¢
proud of its efforts to accommodate the crowds and blenéirt r e mes, but the narrow way
with the worl d, Paul p ¥aum tragicddisastertawditnsociety Wherr evem thén Charch egibs: ¢
boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leavent ocallfevil good, and goodvdo (| s . 5:20)7?
leavens the whole lump of dough? L ia kitke ledverd
that secretly and silently passes through the dough, Compromise Warps the Standard of OurBehavior
compromise quickly spreads and sours the whole unlessitis I n 2 Samuel 11, we find
removed. biography. The harvest season was now over and a great
battle had just been won, but there were still other battles to
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fight. It is then weaead that the army went out to meet thewas hoping to find it in someone else! Compromise is such

A mmo n i ButDswjd stéyed at Jerusalend T h i s a subtle enemy because it is always willing to make

decision seemed harmless because it was not in itself simfuhcessions for you to receive something, but you must be

but it was inconsistent with his life and character. Havingwilling to give up something in return.

grown comfortable with his success, Davidually drifted Vance Havner cawpeacefidly coefist f

in his convictions and settled for something lessthanfullwi t h si n, then at some point

obedience. Choosing the calm of the rooftop,asweall Chr i sti ans, we cotnendearnesthefor c al

know, proved to be more fatal to his character than the the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints

storm of the battlefield. (Jude 3). In our efforts to seek the approval of thedyorl
Busi nessman Wil | i aniled3tathefCaurch lias cftenieaberly diven up grand éhat men laid

resistance make crooked r dowretheslivestogreserveo oked men. 0 How

quickly life can jump the tracks in an unguarded moment of Would that God would give us Daniels who cannot

compromise, which almost always stems fromourdistrusie s poi |l ed or bought by the

of God and His Word. Who would have ever thoughtit wi | | stay at Godods task witht

would be possible to find dnkenness in Noah, lying in ~ sward in the other hand, and John the Baptists who are not

Abraham, murder in Moses, idolatry in Solomon, or cursiaffaid to call a spade a spade! The Church cannot

in Peter? Inconsistent character lies at the root of every continually bend over backwards to please this world

compromise, and the true reflection of what we really  without it ultimately weakening our spine.

believe is revealed in our conduct. A bent heart willemev Compromise poses such a deadly threat because it

possess feet that consistently walk a straight path! As faliesocontagious. Just as germs that spread infection

sinners, we will never fully obey this side of glory, but thethroughout the body, the effects of compromise in one area

closer we cling to Christ the more consistent our obedienaechurch life reverberate through the whole Body of Christ.

becomes. However, like throwing seeds to the wind, we can never

predict where it will come up i the worst effects. While

Compromise Withdraws the Substance of Our Bravery we rush into compromise for gain today, we may be leaving
In1Sanu e | 15, Saul Cc 0 mp r themiexs gerkrat®m of lelseverds asrsigtingtducksin

by sparing the best of the spoils of the Amalekites. This

decision would cost Saul the favor of God on his life and © 2010 Alan Stewart
leave him a bitter coward. When Goliath came taunting theAlan Stewart is the pastor of Rechoboth Baptist Church in
army of Israel, courage was a qualityubadmired, but he SoddyDaisy, Tenn.
AOne Generation Shall P r :aMorsh@ and the Churtké Paktg t o

By Tim Schoap

This article represents the conclusion of our seriegeflecting a variety of music, new, old, vocal, and
on worship. Our intent has been to challenge us to think instrumental. And He wants the music of our worship to be
biblically about worship, what it is, and what our role is incharacterized by excellence, singing, writingd playing
it. Wedve said that t o wo withbKil pnddimalipeGohwanmsgur mesk to be filed at t
worth to it. And to workip God is to ascribe supreme wortlith emotion that honorgdim.
to Him. There is nothing more worthy in all the universe And often, in Scripture, emotion that honors God is
and beyond than our God. shown by our bodies, raising or clapping our hands, bowing
To truly give Him supreme worth, our worship  or kneeling, or simply standing still in awe and reverence.
must reflectHim. That is, we must worship God as He hasVe are all people of different temperaments, tastas
revealedHimself, Father, Son, Spirit. Our worship should emotonal wiring. Some are quite expressive, others not.
be saturated by His Word, centered in the Gospel, My point is not toconjureup fake emotion or plastic
communicating the fact that we were lost in sin, enemiesexfpression. My point has been to consider how we can best
God, yet He reached out and brought udlitoselfthrough encouragewholde ear t wor shi p, prai si
Jesus6 death on the Cr os s worth.
Worshp encompasses more than music, but music So | bring this series to a close by considering what
is a big part of worship. Music helps us express our unitySoripture says about what | will caélie legacy of worship
t he Gospel as we sing t og €hatlisenot merelytoffehing Ggdour wasship, leutraésanb e r
Word, because we tend to remember what we sing. We saaking sure that the work of worship is passed on to the
from Scripture that God wants our mugb be creative, next generation. The title tiis article, like every article in
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this series, is drawn from a Psalm. In this case, Psalm Philistines, who discovered, aftegvenblistering months of
1 4 5 :Ode,geniration shall commend your works to  divine punishment, that it was a dangerous thing to keep
another, and shall declare your mighty acts around. So they loaded it on a cart and rode it out of town,

We have a responsibility to impart truth to the nexb a small town in Judah where it stayed for some 60 years,
generationBut | want you to see how the Psalm says to dartually ignoredthrougha | |  of Saul 6s r ei
that: with exultation and praise and blessing (v8),1 Shortly after his coronation, in 1 Chronicles 11,
speaking it and singing it (w:-5) . It i s n 6t David waatédyto sfarbhiseeign right, consciously embracing
generation shall 't eacohe y othe ArkvihatrSkusignored. Batrnie firsh attemipt atdoringing fit
generation shalpraiseyour works tcanother 0 home was disastrous. The Ark wound up stuck in a grain

Oof course we are to t ehousd Uzzah waundtup dgaehd Bavid veound tiph e
message David is giving usembarfdssedand angrddat Gam.e¥ouecanyead abouttit & 4
next generation who God is and what He has done,wea@hr oni cl es 13. But it wasn
to pass along to them our sense of joy because of it. All this enthusiasm he had breezed past what God had said
verbs in those firstevenverses are strongxtol bless about how to handle the Ark. He treated it lightly, and
praise meditate declare speakpour forth andsing aloud treatingthe Ark lightly was the same as treating God
This is teaching given muscle by exultation, teachingthatis ght | y. Davi devesmostistaern d at t
based in the real life experience, japd intimacy of a recorded in 1 Chronicles 15, shows he had taken thought,
relationship with the living God. consul t ed,aGbdtablisto hdsotr d

What do we want for the next generation? For the Can you imagine a bigger event, before the Temple
young married couples, teens, and kids in your church? Molbuilt and while the Tabernacle is still in Gibeon, than the
merely heads full of right facts about God. Of course we return of the Ark to Jerusalem? This is a turning point in
want them to know doctrine, but doctrine aloneisnot | sr ael 6s hi story, and for t
enough. Right alongside of full heage wantfullhear8 t he | esson that Godds holdi
heartsfull of praise, exultation, love, and worship. does something me he appoints the Levites to a ministry

Psalm 78 is another Psalm with legacy as its focusf. worship.
The Psalmist saysinverse81 t hat hwhatour | | t &higlis th@ first formal establishment of a rite of
fathers have told ys6 a erde4 jteil fo the coming worship, which will take place in the presence of the Ark as
generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and His mightt he t angi bl e sy mbol of Godbéd
and the wonders that He has donBle will take the truth  creation of formal worship, walso see the creation of the
given him by his father and pass it on to the children of tiei r st wor shi p barDdvidaldo Chr on
generation to come.foul hat 6 eommanded the chidisaftthe kelvitesstd apgdoiat sheir
generations,andwhatut h i s it ? Go d osothers as the slmgess witb stewldsplay Iddidlyson musical
praises, His mighty power on behalf of His people, and Hisstruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise
wonderful works. Again, the focus in passing on a legacysofuinds ofoy. 0
worship is not merely facts about God but the living truth of Scripturenames them all starting in verse 17, and
who He is and what He has done. Tesult is in verse 7, describes them in verses29. This group includes singers
t hat t he ¢ e n shouldtseattheir Boped irnGod (v.rm@) who also played cymbals (v. 20), harpists (v. 21),
remembering His works, keeping His commandments. Nbtre players (v. 22), a man named Chenaniah was named
like Israel inthedesert, stubborn and rebellious, but | eader o fforhe brelerstoadstioc H® under
steadfast and faithful. melody, rhythm, chord structure, how to lead. Finally, in

Is that what you want for your childreR®@r your  verse 24, we see trumpet players. This is quite an ensemble.
grandchildren? How do we do that? How dowe passonser se 28 says dllfr@gd aacsc drmpan
legacy of worship to the next generation? Whatdoesa escort ed t he Arwithdhauing, taheo J e
legacy of worship look like? There is no better example sound of the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and made loud
than the author of Psalm 78, Asaph. Thisis one of 12 musicon harpsandlyresd No wonder t hey
psalms by Asaph, which makisn the second most In all that description of the beginning of formal
prolific author of Psalms, after David. wor shi p, thereds one name |

But who was Asaph? Turnsout, heisapretty Asaph. What isingehandcymbal pl&er.He 6
important figure in worship history. We first meet him in INot too tough to be a cymbal player in the worship band,
Chronicles 15. It is here that David first organizes the musght? But in the next chapter, 1 Chronicles 16:5, Asaph is
and musicians in formal wship. David had just been promoted from cymbagplayer to chief over all the
crowned king, and to honor God he wanted to bringthe Anku si ci ans. We dondét know wh
of the Covenant back from obscurity. You might remembert @ar that Asaph distinguished himself. And as a result
that long before, the Ark had been captured by the
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he was made | e adeinvoke fothank,o s e hother 80ryears after that, Josiah is king. Judah
and to praise the LORD, the God of Israel has comehroughyet another stretch of apostasy, but Josiah
Decades later, near the end of his reign, David isknows the Lord, so he starts cleaning up the mess. And
preparing for the Temple that his son, Solonwifi,build, among his most important reforms, Josiah reestablishes the
and further organized the worship 1 Chronicles 25:2,  Passover2 Chronicles35:1819 tells us it had been some
Asaph is still there. David names two other worship lead&@0 years since Israel had faithfully celebrated the
along with him, Heman and Jeduthun. In addition, there &assover,ra at the first celebration in 400 years, the
men who athesoncohAsapkeod Thh at ¢ osimderd wereghe sons of Asaph (2 Chronicles 35:15).
literal y Asaphoés sonsAsaplowas t hat ¢ Anothed80 yeara goes by, the Jews return to
di scipling others i mondhal gersalem froociptivilyanrBablylonpand EErh sags ¢he i
served the Lord by prophesying with instruments: lyres, returnees included the sonsAxfaph. And when they
har ps and cpropheaying . h é r ¢ atk @ reliudt the Teingleaguess who led the worship? Somsof
they wrote, playedand sang music under the leading of thesaph again (Ez. 3:10). And when the wall around
Spirit. Jerusalem was rebuilt under Nehemiah, omgzérethe sons
Fast forward another 11 years, to 2 Chronicles 5.0f Asaph led the worship (Neh. 11:1%).other words,
The Temple that was promised in 1 Chronicles 25 is almost 600 years after David first elevated Asaph to chief
finished and about to be dedicated, and that dedication wilusician, his descendents were still passing on a legacy of
be | ed by Ama pAsaph Hedia, &ind s A worship to future generations. They took seriously the
Jeduthun, their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine linen, ¢ o0 mma ntdll tofthe coming generation the glorious
with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east of the altar wittleeds of the LORD, and His might, and the wonders that
120 priests who were trumpeters; and it was the dutyoftHe has done, 6 as Wor shipmatt
trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison ~ How do we do that? How do we pass on a legacy of
in praise andhanksgiving to the LORD, and when the somgprship to the next generation? First, think of passing on a
was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musicdlegay of worship to the next generation as akin to a relay
instruments, in praise to the LORD, this is what they sangace. A relay race is all about the baton, not the runners.
6For He is good, for h@ds (RuremsdHoarsss the limewithoutthedbaton dose. Whenrite
Chron. 5:1213). comes to worship, wlbriaus i s t
That dedicatioiook place around 960BC. Solomodeeds, and His might, andetlvonders that He has dan®
was king, David had been in his grave 10 years,and Asapin d t he ful |l est expression
had been faithfully leading the worship for 50 years, death on the cross for sinners that reconciled us to God.
looking forward to the day when the Temple would be built. Thatds got to be at the
And his faithfulness is further seen in that hisssare still  on. It is because of the Gospel that your sin is forgikas.
ministering right alongside him. because of the Gospel that there is no more condemnation
Asaphodés | egacy of wor sforiyoo. It th becaise dftthe €dsprighattyduesuffering hasa
fact, itds just getting s pugose odccomplBOHisymapurposd fartngou., a b
2 Chronicles 20:14 records a confederation of nations Second, we will pass on legacy of worship more
attacking Judah. King Jehoshaphat callsptheple to seek effectively if wedre consciousof the faithful ones who
the Lord at Jerusalem, and he leads the nation in what iswent before us, like Asaph. Bryan Chappell writesn
truly a marvelous prayergyvseb, which ends with this, Christ-Centered WorshigWe should not ignore the
versel 2 O oufi God, will you not execute judgmenton wi sdom of Church forebears |
them? For we are powerless against this great horde thakisst omat i cal ly reject it just
coming aganst us. We do not know what to do, but our eyamsider he history because God does not give all of His
areonyou 0 And | | ove how Godwiasndsove rtso Jerhy schrag htaitme or p e
witha pr opheti c Wheniththe mdstwfeghes e When wdigather together Sunday mornings we
assembly the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the soeed to remember that we stand on the shoulders of giants.
of Zechariah, the son of Beah, the son of Jeiel, thesondive 6 r e t he beneficiaries of r
Mattaniah, the Lev.iote of étanedgeeratiots® f u Aes atplhei r musi cal
150 years after he started as a cymbal player, higpeople. Of musicians like Johann Sebastian Bach who

\
I,.

legacy lives on. And it continues: 140 years afterthat, wr ot e musi c of wunparalleled
Hezekiah is king, and after years of pagan worship, the hymn writers like Fanny Crosby, Phillip Blissnd even

Temple has &écome a place of filth, not worship. HezekialBi | | Gai t her, whose esandngs er
determined that he would restore it, cleanse it, and faithful living.

consecrate it again, and among the Levites who carried out Third, as part of the passing generation, | want to
that work, 2 Chronicles 29:13, are the sonsof Asaph. be sure t hat | 6m not merely
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what | 6m most comfort abl echarchesithoosé to agemiultipte services fol differenti n g
what God is doing in the coming generation. That meansmusicalstyles: traditional, contemporary, etc. That may

that we musbe intentional about learning from them and appeal to a broader range of people, but | wonder, what are
teaching them. Asaph©6s s o thase ahbrctias giving upiinrthie kbrig eun? Dibes the Gobpél
without some serious planning, thougdtd instruction. have more power to unite us than our personal preferences
What do you want to be remembered for? What words ddave to divide us, or are weausk in the mindset that

you want to describe you? Hip? Cool? Flugy? musical style and physical expression trump passing on a

Creative? How about the two words from Psalm 78:8, legacy of worship to the next generation? How do we pass

fisteadfast  a faitthfuldi ? on a |l egacy of worship to tt
Generations pass in the blink of an eye. Youth wikkven sing in the same room with them?

be leaders before you know it, with the responsibility to | can guarantee youdhr € wondét be sej

pass on a legacy of worship to their children and services to worship the Lamb in heaven. We will be

grandchiladen. How will they do? Depends largely on howenthralled and captivated with the glory of Christ. Is His

we do now, right? glory less important now? Singing with one another now

How seriously do we take the command to pass eaminds us that we are united one with another in Christ,
a legacy of worship to the next generation? How much ohumbled togther, redeemed together, and worshipping
our thinking about worship revolves around what we like?ogether.
And how often is that attitudeassed on to the next
generation, who then focus on what appeathem? That Tim Schoap is cgastor and worship coordinator of
kind of generational narcissism always views our Signal Mountain Bible Church in Signal Mountain, Tenn.
generation as the most importantohehat 6 s why so many

Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

The Transfiguration
Matthew17:1-5

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthe®006, GodMan, veiling His rule and accenting His service to the

AMG Publishers. point of washing feet and dying on the cross.
Theol ogi akesosigal fr omi shéa |

Scholars are not certain which mountain Jesus anebrd ekérsen( 2 7 5He emptied Himsalf n{ade
His three disciples ascended for thigat event. Luke just himself of no reputatian i mJv)t il Rhilippians 2:7. He
cal lasnounttido A( Luke 9:28) . We endpted Himselfi\by addireg humaneos suldracting
was in northern Galilee, since immediately following the divined predcates, by adding service, not subtracting
transfiguration, He went to Capernaum. Both Mount Tabgpvereignty.
and Mount Hermon (the taller of the two) have been The transfiguration is a momentary reversal of this
suggested abe site. humiliation, a temporary repositioning of the two

[1] Peter, James, and John were selected to witnegsmanent forn@ one to the foreground, and one to the
flapartd k @ t 0 ; privetélyafromkata[2596], according background. A complex verb derived franorphUis used
to; andidios] 2398], oneds own) fh emndHelwastransfiguregmeteayp@hUptrei n t
of Jesusd visible gl ory aasaorisipadsivVe aaesamdrph@[3339pfremnpet@[B326], o f |
humiliating agonyin the Garden of Gethsemane (Matt.  succession, change; antbrphd[3445], to form, to
26:37; Mark 14:33). These were rare privileges for thesestructureoeforethem 6 Si nce t he Lord J
three, who al so stood n e aandmwanwieehangelts relativespositiahiaguofftrmsenot w ¢
raised from the dead (Mark 5:37; Luke 8:51). the absolute replacement of one by the other.
[2] In Philippians 2:6, 7, we learn that Jesus Christ The passive voice i s use
subsi st ferch(morpHlJ[B444dof Bodd but empdtiiosmd on Chri stoés humanity.
Hi msel f, fana(kdrphlh) of a seevanfdotlou  Spirit all repositioned the human form of Jesus Christ,
[1401]).0 Since sover ei gntnyeilirgand forzvading Hisdeity ahileeveilmghisi t het i
concepts, the precise contrastiomd s e e ms t ohurbaaity, placing it in the background. The Son of man,
bet ween r ul e aforcdhofd&sbde dii ® nrc dhen, washpassive from the standpoint that God the Father
ser vi ceformafrsetvick hies Ainot s ov didteidagdyet sctive fBom the perspective that whatever
Jesus added service to His sovereignty by becoming thethe Father does, the Son of God doksviise (John 5:19).
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Accordi ng tThe fashiofeido9[1421] , i dimensions. The local appearance of Moses and Elijah

appearance, sight; froeidZeidon[1492], the aorist of proves as much.
horad[3708], to see and perceive with emphasis on The verb tkrienrgs Iwd ttehd i(tJeels
perceptionpf his countenance was altere@ sullalounteqthe present participle sullaléd[4814]from

I n His new f didshineéldrpsen ssiin[4862]ctagettier, anthléB[2980], to speak, to interrupt
the aorist tense ddmpd[2989], to shine)ike the sup 0  asitedce. Moses and Elijah had obviously been silent for
His clothes became as white as light. Although Matthew some time, at least on earth.
uses the historic aorist to sum up the event, Mark chooses Concerning the&lestinies of these prophets
the present participlstilbonta(from stilb@[4744], to following their earthly ministries, we have meager
radi at e, radidtingt @ etr 9 , e mip h a s i z dnfotmaten frdr theabtblical ecord8So Moses the
glory of His white radiance, unmatched by any snow on servant of th&eOrRD died there in the land of Moab,

earth (Mark 9:3). Luke the historian adds that the according to the word of theorD. And hgGod?]buried
transf i gur as[lesuspraged(graselxestithi fiim in a valleyin the land of Moab, over against Betkor:
the aorist middle deponent infinig of prosedchomai but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto thi$@dBgut.

[4336] fromeuch)[2171], a wish; angros[4314], toward 34:5, 6) Yefi Michael the archangel, when contending with
[the Father]), 0 whitesandglisterindgh ihendgvil bealispoteti abogt thé body of Moses, durst not
(exastrap#h, the present participle ekastrapP[1823], to  bring against him a railing accusatig but said, The Lord
glisten, to shine forth] 0relfukedhkeafIude 9)2A8) it.came to pass, as th@lijah

In Romans 12:2, Rhdefines the metamorphosis oand Elishaktill went on, and talked, that, behold, there
believers as a renewalr(akairgei[342] fromana[303], appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted
again; anckain6s[2537], qualitatively new) of their minds, them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwirtd in

an internal change of form from flesh to spirit. In heavel (2 Kgs. 2:11)

2 Corinthians 3:18, he elaboratéBut we all, withopen From these verses, we glean tiBtMoses died

face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are  and was buried, infentially by the Lord Himself2) Satan
changed into the same image from glory to glory,evenaa nd Mi chael the archangel ar
by the Spirit of the Lord possibly a tussl e ovémgloryoesur

This spiritual transformation is as radically white gkuke 9:3). Or perhaps Satan wanted to display the corpse
the face and clothing of the transfigured Lord Jesus. for idolatrous worship in Canaan, which could explain why
Believers, in whose hearts the grace of God reigns, nevethe Lord buried him ogertly in the first place. An@)
stop manifesting the mind of Christ Cor. 2:16). By using Elijah ascended to heaven in his natural body.

t h e alrpdntesihe plural adjective qfas[3956], Even t houghindlooybp ha@aperdadi n
all), Paul includes every believer. All Christians, then,  Luke 9:31, there is no evidence that either was raised in a
behold the glory offte Lord and are changed into His glorified body. In fact, this would seem to be

glorious imagé fApredestin[ed] to be conformedtothe eschat ol ogi cally out of or de
imageofhisSam ( Rom. 8:29) . L o o Kl Carigthiaast15:429% and &Thessalonians 4:147. On
recognizing His glory, is the occasion of our being the other hand, the absence of airesction does not

conformed to Hisimage @or . 4 : 4 )romglnyde x p| & is n i h o wpiriMihat] bash nat leshandi

togloryoa s ifrom faitlsto faitd ( Ro m. 1: 1bohe® (Luke 24:39) would appe
[B]As Jesus b -enmymge i s ( s éhe disciples. But then, Samuel somehow appeared to Saul

humiliation) brought heaven to earth, so the transfigurati¢h Sam. 28:1119); the rich man in torment apparently had

brought earth to heaven. We read that Moses and Elijah some srt of spiritual eyes (Luke 16:23) and tongue (v. 24)

appeared, ihgidky¢e @HOdkaeg9ii31andwasseenbyAbrahamand (probably) Lazarus; and the
The verbfiappeared Zphthlsan the aorist passive martyrs under the altar were given robes (Rev. BtR The

of horéd to see and perceive, or@ftanomai3700], to problem is interesting, thorngnd beyond the prescribed

see physically) includes the ideas of physical sight and limits of a commentary. Thémgians have suggested

possibly also of understanding. Since there arenoreportetp e c ul at i ons (lei, raxesuiréctioh e r me d i

formal introductions or revelations, wender how the bodi es. 0

disciples knew it was Moses and Elijah. Matthew simply We know Moses and Elijah appeared, because the

reports the fact, but Pet t©ixsagase @ne evidencedoothgisid the éact that the twoa n ¢

frecognize 6 since the two wer eaciidonr dgil nogveyedalking\ottslessis fid i r k9 :

Elijah according to the next verse. As in other revelationd,uke, always given to historical detail, adds that they

suchasJahds vi si ons i nintReSpiadl adpake oHjs[ B e sdacaadelwhich he should accomplish

without local transport (Rev. 1:10). The point is that heavanJerusaled ( Luke 9: 31). Moses at

transcends earth in ways not reducible to physical
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contemporaneously with Jesus in order to discuss a
concurrent future.

the aorist tense @piskia®[1982] fromepi[1909], upon;
andskiaZd[n.f.] from skia[4639, shadow, shade) which

[4] Peter, as usual, was the first to speak. Only siknplies that the bright cloud produced shatlee second

days prior (v. 1), Jesus had rebuked him sternly for

suggesting that He spare Himself the dangers in Jerusalemphasis on the sounout of the cloud o

Again he spoke with | Lord,ttl

is good for us to be here: idu wilt, let us make here threav h o
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, andonefdirar moni z e

Elias. 0

Peter did not understand that neither Moses nor
El i jngloryo i r e qtanisr stl{as the accusative
plural of sKkhU[4633]) like the WordI(6go9 who, prior to
b e i recpivefd up into gloy Tinmk 3:16),Adwelt
(eskhsen[4637), it eamanguwbod ) John 1
did not realize that this was a vision of another wirld
heaven itself. Per haps
Elijah would return teearth before the Day of the Lord

fbehold cal | s o uarvoice(phZh&[B466) then t o
Since the
odigasfnocaniidéorat hongg®( e x ¢
was now speaking on His
wi tVYe haVdneitheghzardMis r d s
[ .e., tvbiceat&pttmee ( d®hn 5: 37)
the voice of the Father at this instant was mediated through
angel® atheme ommon to both Testame#tgust as the
vision of the Father was mediated by the bright cloud.

This is the second time Matthew records a voice

:sfedkihg.fronPheaven (Matt. 3:).7AThis (holUtos[3778],

this) is my(mou[1473) belovedho [3588], the definite

b a articld; agapdos[®I7, | abeehl i odvse dp roonpeh; e cfiyT htel

title used only of God the Father or of the Lord Jesus

(Mal. 4:5, 6), Peter assumed that this appearance was th€hrist; see Matt. 3:1Eph. 1:6; et al.sond The two

beginning of the fulfillment of that event. Actually, the
appearance does carry some eschatological symbolic
weight: Moses typified the dead and Elijah the livinghat
return of Christ for His people (Thess. 4:16).

Peter was r i g hittisgeotilalon
[2570], intrinsically goodforustobe hered Ye s,
good; but the construction of teétdéike churched would
not serve as a good reminder tffa¢re have we no

continuingcitpy ( He b . 13:14). The

momentary revelation of glories to come, not the beginniagr t i ¢l e i n
easthhébeparei thkeabDagbjpéct hef I
wi t n ¢1®)sButsPéter ivas ndR e from His deneBal love for creatures.

hwomwi d ,i & vyi, f

of Elijahos on
the fAtwo
altoet her wi thout
wilt (théleis the present tense tféi3[2309, to
determing. 6 At | east, he
sovereignty of His Master.

[5]The
from lalé@[2980], to break silence), coupled with the
adveyethétii2089], yet,
el oquent speech
spake 6 t he Fat her
verse 4 were aired, Peter evitlgrinad more to say.

ministry

s ubmi

pr es e ndpealpna datbinws plaé t e nati ve

pronouns strengthen Chri st d:c
Son.Houtosis si ngul ar, Iliterally
others are in the class. Aldmutosas opposed tekeinos

([ 1565] , 0 highlghts the@nmigee proximity of the
tonitaeian Pdrsons,@s ¢ods in John 1:1kolpos([2859],

fi it o svimdohn 1:18, angara ([3844], witd) in John

17:5. Furthermoreanou( A mymplies a unique possession

di fferentiated from the Fatt
ownerdipnotall thigga (Jodrt 16: bSRinally ate dedinite

t he t it isthe Soriapdrte

ftohTohue e F s a ih & whoil Hadhevell pleased
(eudX(sa, the aorist active tense efidok€[2106). 6 The
problemdwithhthisseading @ thitiesvarb is thken as gresent
and passive, when it is actually aorist and active. An
r e(enfilv2g]disowo ul d b e

frequently the instrumentdb y whom | t hought

stil | meashawys(ifebHissatdnemant andrinfescessgion
was Whiaheyaif hosgbttwelfl|l 06t soWwandl fal fien
i nt er r up tteodghts tBvgas bumanitygvera daptured im Elis phaa to dead

the Son to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10).

Before the Father spoke, a bright cloud appearedBased on His evaluation of the Son, the Father added,

fiBehold(idou [240Q from eidon the aorist ohorééj to
perceive sensibly and mentglig bright (ph@¢inU[5460]
from phZs [5457], light) cloud (nephél[3507], a cloud
formation) overshadowed themSuch clouds of glory
received Christ at His ascension (Acts 1:9) and will
accompany His returref, Matt. 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26;
14: 62, Rev. 1: 7). cdughvup n g
together withthe believing deadh the clouds (1 Thess.
4:17). The transfiguration prefigured this return.
The exclbaholdt ocyg ufi s
ver se,

t wice in
0 nc e obeeshadowed epebkimsev er b A

fiHear ye(akoUetethe presenniperative ofako(@[191],

tolistepHm. 6 Thi s means more tha
sound of Christbés voice. |t
will.

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of
b AVIGilnteemnaional in ®hattahooda,eleniiessee for dler
years, was the founding editor ®illpit HelpsMagazine,
and authored dozens of exegetical books.
this
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Following Godd by Wayne Barber

The Power of Godbés Word
Hebrewsl1:2-6

Bi blical faith i n God évehichteand mush mome than justto@bseérve.\itistike o u
existence. We live in such an upsidievn world that only when we are observing the marvelous universe that is above
trusting God makes any sense. In Hebrews 11, the autharsobn a clear nig, mystified by all that is so marvelous and
Hebrews says inle b r e w sForbylit tHe menfodld beyond our comprehension. The only thing that explains
gained approvab The men of old, some of whomwillbe t hi s i s the revelation showr
mentioned further down i nWad Rajhtalre cldrifles ougvary exigteshce Ghenave
approval only by faith and nothing else. Their realization believe Psalm 33, John 1:3, Hebrews 3, ¥c., then and
that every word of God is true brought newness of life, ewmly then can we understand. It is not in understanding it
to believers in ancientrties. Faith enabled them to bear and then believing, but it is believing so that we can begin
testimony to things that man could never figure outby hit o under st and i tndersRmduli nuses
natural mind. Romans to show that every ht

The author of Hebrews is about to illustrate what since the cration of the world and deep within himself has
many call Goddbés AHall of WBFali é&vedoivhRotsihce thacgedtiontohtieet a g e F
| sr ael 8 menhwihosvere motgd only keaese they  world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
trusted God. Hi s poi nt i s natuteadave eeniclgarlyfseen, bding eundenstodal thiougly ¢
approval AAnd without faith it is impossible to please Himywhat has been made, so that theg without excuse
for he who comes to God must believe that He is and thaiRom. 1:20).

He is a rewarder of those who seek dim ( He b . 1 1: 6 Yor centuries man has tried to paint God out of the
Before he mentiomithese great men of faith, he shows thaticture. They have come up with one theory replaced by
faith in God and in His Word is the only thing that can  another and by another in their endless quest to understand

bring clarity inunderstandinghe nature of our very creation. But, the answer is beyond the realm of séienti

existence. investigation. However, it is not beyond the realm of our
These errant Jews had already seen God in His understanding if we are willing to be taught by the Word of

creation which was beyond humaationalization God God. Faith in God is so important that it alone can explain

spoke and created the world and the universe, and they the very existence of our world and the universe that
understood that! But how did they understand it? He saysumrounds it!

v e r s By faBh we @inderstand that the worlds were So,the Christian who understands because of faith
prepared by the word of God, so that whatis seenwasnotn Godds Word can never be g
made oubf things which are i s i Tiné veord 0 any credit for it. This understanding only comes as a gift

fipreparedi s t he word meani ng framoGoq like evesymting bldsding af faith.By his owrt s
place. o Only in Godob6s Wor dsodraes, avteliefei couttl ncdhnwigcovertthe truthaboltd ¢
t he uni ver sBythewemrd ef thenlcodl ¢hé A origins than could the rankest atheist. So, what is faith? It
heavens were made, and by the breath of His mauth  rests on who God is and on what God says, and it alone

their host. He gathers the waters of the seatogetherasé r i ngs <c¢cl arity to outis very e
heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses. Let all the eantipossible to please Himo

fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in

awe of Him. For He spoke, and it was done; He WayneBarber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown Church in
commanded, and it stoddso ( Ps9). 33: 6 Albuguerque, New Mexico.
It is only by faith in Goddés Word that this can b

understoodT h e wiaderdtandis the Greekoied
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Clean Hands and a Pure Heart
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

fiwho may ascend intbe hill of the Lord? And their souls are lifted up; the wdling lifts up his soul in
who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean handarnal delights, which are mere empty vanities; but the saint
and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to loves more substantial things; like Jehoshaphat, he is lifted
falsehood, and has not sworn deceitfolly ( P s4). 2 4 up & the ways of the Lord. He who is content with husks,
Outward practical holiness is a very precious mankill be reckoned with the swine. Does the {daatisfy
of grace. It is to be feared that many professors have  you? Then you have your reward and portion in this life;
perverted the doctrine of justification by faith in such a wayake much of it, for you shall know no other joy.
as to treat good works with contempt; if so, they will fiAnd has not sworn deceitfullyd The sai nt
receive everlasting contemptthe last great day. of honor still. The Christie
If our hands are not clean, let us wash them in  but that is as good as tntg oaths of other men. False
Jesusbd precious bl ood, an speakinmg will ghtit any san lout df heaverp forga liar shall h a 1
God. cBanhands wi | | not suffimet aeamtlerssi ntheyGad&s house,
connectapdre heart dh Tr ue r ewoirk.g iprofessionsor doiegs.rReader, does the text before us
We may wah the outside of the cup and the platter as lormgpndemn you, or do you hope to ascend into the hill of the
as we please, but if the inward parts be filthy, we are filthlyord?

altogether in the sight of God, for our hearts are more truly FromMorning and Evening

ourselves than our hands are; the very life of our being lies

in the inner natureand hence the imperative need of purity =~ Charles Haddon Spurgeon (18848 9 2 ) , At he

within. The pure in heart shall see God, all othersarebut Pr eacher s, 6 was a renowned

blind bats. as pastor of Londondés Metroyg
The man who i shavnotiifedupor heaven Hisworks are still widely read today

his soul to falsehoodd Al | men have their joys, by which

Words to Stand You on Your Feed by Joe McKeever

What 6s Going on Here?

The other day, a pastor sat in my officeandtold opposi ti on to hi m. l'tdés driv
how his wife has quit her job so st@&n help in the iAnd my husband is so upset
ministry. AWedre excited Bbostaytad hemesaadd d8alk Wit

paycheck is really forcing udhtat dcsutgobh agk omn hteliasPg § r ¢
Theybdve gotten rid of fbourtkingsranetgoing onyirctiese chainchets. s ol d one

of the cars. iThe strangest thing, though, 6 he said,
two years ag when she took this job, some of the membdtsSatan Is on the Attack
criticized her for it. They felt she was not setting a good Somewhere | read that when John Wesley received

example for the women of the church. And now, when shiee news of a thriving Sunday school program being
announced she was giving up her job to work with me in established in a particular community, he said to the pastor,
the ministry, they began criticizing hiar making the il am s udepilmhas sac rdised up@ champion to
women in the church who happoste wobré& feel bad. o
He was perplexed. | had no answers other than a | n a way ;handed éomplimentovaen khe
toof | i ppant, AWel come t o t Hevil attacksiyos.tAs with the fddesh sbns of Bceva i igsh e
The next day, a past orldsSataniddes notdbethertto eaem leamtlze indmesfof tltose
another state. She and her husbaed aa b o ut at alteddyadn his side whe a@e doingmag of concern to
end, she says. AThe ¢ ongr kig dhoseovimo labioo theenwbst faithfally for e Losd Jesus t ¢
this new thing, 0 she sai darehsnotedinhedventare famousighelne what it
ifOne of our couples was out of town and when they | ez:
of it, they hit the ceiling. They blamed my husband and Il. The Flesh Is Alive and Well (Even in the Best of
hawe been working day and night ever since to build People)
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We pay Lucifer too high a compliment when we ldy. God Is Growing His Pastors

every problem inthe Chuch at his door. The old folks used When you want to build a muscle, you put stress on

to talk aboutthe unholy r i ni ty of fi tahde it.When IGdd,wants toéuild us epsirhChrist, He does not

t he devi | . othreeisgapable ef alldhe troubdide e s i t at e t o Theaegtingof yogfaith on u s
any of us can handle. produces endurance ( James 1: 3) .

To create havoc on t he i nFaefrom gomgte piecds wwhiersoppostion arisesc e s
to put a crazyperson behind every wheel. Simply tamper and murmurindreaks out, pastors and other church leaders
with the steering mechanisamd no matter how well need to cool it. Do not panic. This is par for the course.
intentioned the drivers are, the result Wi chaos. There has always been this kind of nitpicking behavior

Itds too easy and c¢heagpmamg btl memel eSsag amatfwrre of t he
congregationalroublemakers. In most cases, the way back to the wilderness under Mag&ee Exodus
murmurers mean Welbut they arenot mature, not 14:11. Before Israel had even crossed the Red Sea, they
Scripturally knowledgeable, and not led by the Hopirit. wer e al ready carping over Mc
Operating in the flesh, they jump to conclusions, question ltds no fun when the peo

the motives of the Lor dos tohedavikgamdserving migistenire totardd eurtwiogrinsthe ,
usethevor | dés tactics t o get Lotdhckeobse toshaw theirgmciation by griping and
shiping. But thus it has ever been and so shall it ever be as

lll. The Lord Is Gifting His Churches with long as we serve God in this fallen world.
Opportunities to Demonstrate Their Faithfulness The problerd well, one of therd is that we tend

The constant bickering and complaininginthe t o enter the Lordds service
Jerusalem church (Acts 67) had its basis in a real privil egesogrdatagpeopledi nags ASol o mo
problem: the neglect of Grecian widows in the distributiotso d 6 s chKoisnegns i3n. 8. That 6s wh

of food. Exen though that congregation was untrained antlVe were not expecting the attacks to come from within the
inexperienced, they responded perfectly. The leaders maa@tyregation but from the enemy outside. We would do
swiftly to decide on a course of action, called the well to remember that our Lord Himself wiastrayed by
congregation together and gave leadership in resolving tbhee of His own apostles.
issue, involved everyone in the decisiand stuck to their Knowing our own frailties (and we are the leaders!)
priorities. As a result, the work of the Lord prospered, theshould forever disabuse us of the notion that the folks in the
ministry grew, and outsiders joined them, wanting a sharpews are capable of perfection and unerring godliness. They
of what these believers had found. are imperfect people being led by an impefrfgastor.

My friend George Bullard leads conferences on tlieeach them this and tell them what it means: we each will
subject AEvery tGHuer cCo nNd e desd tmcutldne andthersplerdy of slack along the way.

book by that title also). Hebs exactly right. By addi
small conflicts promptly and faithfully, a congregation Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor from
builds leadership and patterns for dealing with larger issues New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogsgularly at

when they arise. www.joemcleever.com.

Jewels from Past Giants

Faith and the Gosped Part 2
By J. Gresham Machen

Originally a chapter from the 1925 bodkhat Is  is only too plain. They soon lose all contact with the real

Faith? and editedslightly for length. Part one was Christ; whattheycafi Chr i st 6 i n the sou
published as the fJewel s haveditte tdPda with the&Sactaahpersoa, Jesus bf INazareth; n
6/14/10 issue. their religion would really remain essentially the same if

We ought never, therefore, to set present scientific history should prove that such a person as Jesus
communion with Christ, as so many are doing, in never lived. In other words, they soom@®to substitute

opposition to the Gospel; we ought never to say that we #re imaginings of their own hearts for what God has
interested in what Christ does for us now, but are not so revealed; they substitute mysticism for Christianity as the
much interested in what He did long ago. Do you know religion of their souls.

whatsoon happens when men talk in that way? The answer
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That danger should be avoided by the Christian inclusion, it will soon come to stand for hotg at all, but
man with all his might and main. God has given us an  will be merged in the life of the world; it will®n become
anchor for our souls; he has anchored us to Himself by tHike salt that has lost its savor, fit only to be cast out and to
message of the Cross. Let us never cast that anchor off; bet trodden under feet of men.
us never weaken our connection with the events upon which  In order, therefore, that the purity of the Church
our faith is based. Such dependence upon the past will may be preserved, a confession of faith in Christ must be
never prevent us from fieg present communion with required of all those who would becoGaurch members.
Christ; our communion with Him will be as inward, as  But what kind of confession must it be? | for my part think
intimate, as untrammeled by any barriers of sense, as théhat it ought to be not merely a verbal confession, but a
communion of which the mystics boast; but unlike the credible confession. One of the very greatest evils of
communion of the mystics it will be communion not with presentday religious life, it seems to me, is the reception
the imagnings of our own hearts, but with the real Saviorinto the Church of persons who merely repeat a form of
Jesus Christ. The Gospel of redemption through thecrossor ds such as @l accept Chri
and resurrection of Christ is not a barrier between us andvithout giving the slightest evidence to show that they
Christ, but it is the blessed fiy which, with the cords of know what such words mean.

His love, He has bound us forever to Him. As a consequence of this practice, hosts of persons

Acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ, as He is  are being receiad into the Church on the basis, as has been
offered to us in the Gospel of His redeeming work, is  well said, of nothing more than a vague admiration for the
saving faith. Despairing of any salvation to be obtained byoral character of Jesus, or else on the basis of a vague
our own efforts, we simp trust in Him to save us; we say purpose of engaging in humanitarian work. One such
no |l onger, as we cont e mpl petsenwithmée Churchsi®es monedarrthiboausdiofl e s ¢
others, 0 or fAHe saved t heChus,ifordy part belrevefitdretensuci perdond obtside;
Church; 6 but we say, ever gndthewholeopfactice®yght to pe radicadly ckahgeda Thg e
individualizing pmneasdrgave f fruthiistthat the éctlesiastical guerahcy of our day has been
Himsefforme. 6 When a man once sdydsbased)@turch membership,sas wekas Church
and not merely on his lips, then no matter what his guilt office, no longer means what it ought to mean. In view of
may be, no matter how far he is beyond any human palesnch a situation, we ought, | think, to have reality at least;
matter how little opportunity he has for making good the instead of comforting ourselves with columns of Church
evil that he has done, he isamsomed soul, a child @od statistics, we ought to face the facts; we ought to recall this
forever. paper currency and getdsato a standard of gold.

At this point, a question may perhaps be asked. We To that end, it should, | think, be made much harder
have said that saving faith is acceptance of Christ, not than it now is to enter the Church: the confession of faith
merely in general, but as He is offered to us in the Gospehat is required should be a credible confession; and if it
How much, then, of the Gospel, it may beeskdoes a becomes evident upon examination that a candidate has no
man need to accept in order to be saved; what, to put it notion of what he is doing, he should be advised to enter
baldly, are the minimum doctrinal requirements in order upon a course of instruction before he becomes a member
that a man may be a Christian? That is a question whichpinthe Church. Such a course of instruction, moreover,
one form or another, | am often askbdt it is also a should be conducted not by comparatively untrained
guestion which have never answered, and which | have laymen, but ordinarily by the mirteys; the excellent
not the slightest intention of answering now. Indeed it is anstitution of the catechetical class should be generally
guestion which | think no human being can answer. Whorevived. Those churches, like some bodies in America,
can presume to say for certain what is the condition of which have maintained that institution, have profited
another mands soul ; thehte c anormquslyeyits emgployiment; and Wheir wXaraple deserves
ot her manés attitude t owatodbdegenerlffoliowaed, whi ch he can exj
but badly in words, is an attitude of saving faith or not? After all, however, such inquiries into the state of
This is one of the things which must surely be left to Godthe souls of men and women and children who desire to

There is indeed a certain reason why it is natural émter into the Church must be regarded as at the best very
ask the questioto which we have just referred; it is naturabugh and altogether provisional. Certainly requirements for
because of the existence of a visible Church. The visible Church membersgjp should be distinguished in the sharpest
Church should strive to receive, into a communion for  possible way from requirements for the ministry. Surely
prayer and fellowship and labor, as many as possible of there is a very important distinction here. Many per8atas
those who are united to Christ in saviagh, and it should take a secular exam@ecan be admitted to an educational
strive to exclude as many as possible of those who are nioistitution as students who yet are gatlified for a
so united to Him. If it does not practice exclusion as well pgsition in the faculty. Similarly many persons can be
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admitted to Church membership who yet ought not to beconfession. But the point that we are now making is that
admitted to the ministry; they are qualified to learn, but nstichrequirements ought clearly to be recognized as
gualified to teach; they should not be allowed to stand foglovisionalt hey do not deter mi ne ¢
as aceedited teachers with the official endorsement of th&od, but they only determine, with the best judgment that
Church. God has given to feeble and
This analogy, it is true, does not by any means in the visible Church. That is one reason why we must
altogether hold: the Church is not, we think, merely an refuse to answer, in any definite diodmal way, the
educational institution, but the visible representative in thguestion as to the minimum doctrinal requirements that are
world of the Body of Chris and its members are not necessary in order that a man may be a Christian.
merely seekers after God, but those who have already There is, however, another reason. The other reason
found; they are not merely interested in Christ, but are is that the very asking of the question often betokens an
united to Christ by the regenerating act of the Spirit of Gathfortunate attitudevith regard to Christian truth. For our
Nevertheless, although the analogy does not fully hibld, part we have not much sympathy with the present
does hold far enough to illustrate what we mean. There isvelespread desire of finding some greatest common
wide margin of difference between qualifications for denominator which shall unite men of different Christian
Church membership and qualifications for oféice bodies; for such a greatest common denominator is often
especially the teaching office that we call the ministry. found to be very small indeed. Some men seem to devote
Many a man, with feeble, strugagtj belief, torn by most of their energies to the task of seeing just how little of
many doubts, may be admitted into the fellowship of the Christian truth they can get along with.
Church and of the sacraments; it would be heartless to We, however, regard it as a perilous business; we
deprive him of the comfort which such fellowship affords;prefer, instead of seeing how little of Christi@uth we can
to such persons the Church freely extends its nurture to et along with, to see just how much of Christian truth we
end thathey may be led into ever fuller knowledge and can obtain. We ought to search the Scriptures reverently
ever firmer faith. But to admit such persons into the and thoughtfully and pray to God that He may lead us into
mini stry would be a cr i meanagafiller andersaiding of thedrath that can malke uo n ¢
look to the ministry for an assured word as to the way bywise unb salvation. There is no virtue whatever in
which they shall be saved. It istnhowever, even such ignorance, but much virtue in a knowledge of what God has
persons to whom chiefly we have reference when we  revealed.
advocate today a greater care in admitting men to the
ministry. It is not men who are struggling with doubts and J. Gresham Machen (183B37) was a prominent
difficulties about the Gospel to whose admission we chiefiheologian best remembered for being the intellectual force
object, butmen who are perfectly satisfied with another  of conservative pposition to liberal theology in American
gospel; it is not men of #hssured faith, but men of assured denominations during the early"2Gentury. He was a

unbelief. professor of New Testament at Princeton Theological
Even with regard to Church membership, as Seminary from 1915 to 1929, after which time he left the

distinguished from the ministry, there is, as we haveseen,@ c hool i n revol t agaberalist t

limit beyond which exclusion musertainly be practiced. and founded Westminster Theological Seminary. In

Not only a desire to enter the Church should be required &ddlition to his tireless work in preserving and defending the
also some knowledge of what entering Church means, notfaith, he wrote a textbook of New Testament Greek which
only a confession of faith but a reasonably credible is still widely used by seminaries today.

Marks of the Masterd by the Old Scot

Dandelions

Most everyone enjoys a success story, and todaytmye¢o grow beautiful lawns. In such places, dandelion and
have a story for you about overcoming adversity and  man are pitted against each other in ceaseless struggles, and
gaining the victory against fierce enemiBsi it is possible man can win only temporary victories.
that you wil/| not enj oy t od aybesurss,if werase not dverlg concerreed apautiour me
one of the fierce enemies. lawns, we are free to admiramtlelions for what they are: a

Our story, you see, is about the lowly but tenaciopsar t of Godds creation whi ch
dandelion. Dandelions are found almost everywhere intreb | i vi on bef ore mands onsl alt
world that grass growdsand particularly ware human folk
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Dandeliond al so known as i b developed anydy,she whela atgument for evolution is

i p eas an tobhave & duraberkokcbaracteristicsthatc onf ounded. Even evol utioni ¢
contribute to their remarkable endoca. fix what isnét broken.
Take the dandelion root, for example. It keeps on Everything about the dandelion, from root to stem

growing as long as the plant lives, and may grow as deepodste, proclaims special creation by a special Créator
three feet. The plant stores food reserves in its root, besidelsovah, God who made alltm gs and deegyl ar «
drawing in water and nutrgoeddt 6§6GeéehrolgBl)t. GB8ddsthand ik
greatest survivaldature lies in the ability of any piece of all of nature, for those who will open their eyes to see. As
root left in the ground to spring forth a new plant. t he Bi bTheinvisildeyttsngs ofiHim are clearly
Rapid growth also helps dandelions survive. Theiseen, being understood by the things that are e
leaves can shoot up above competing plants to capture migreternal power and Godhood, so that they are without
than their share of the vital sunlight. Many a mdro has excusé ( Ro m. 1:20) . B wftwhomahe y r
mowed his lawn one day has been amazed to find Bi bl e Prefasgirg theniselves to be wise, they became
dandelions already recovering the next day. foold (Rom 1:22).
Dandelions are also tremendously flexible in their The theory of evolution is simply an invention of
growth habit. If the dandelion finds itself in competition man to gek an answer outside of God for the creation of
with a tall shrub for sunlight, its stalkscleaves can the universe. And it is pas:s
stretch as high as two feet to meet the sun. If, however,theo 0| s & who wi | | believe anyt
leaves are frequently grazed or clipped, the plant will kedp God because to confess that God is the Creator of our
its head down and grow along the ground. world is to admit that we, too, akéis creatures. And if we
Dandelions are also among the first plants to floware His, we owe Him worship and love and service.
in the spring, but alsar@ among the last to close down for While rebel hearts defy God and try to shut Him
the winter. In some warm regions, dandelions flower all out, those in whose hearts the Holy Spirit has kindled a
year long. And from these flowers come masses of seedbunger to know God can find Him in His Son, Jesus Christ,
each carrying its own little kite. Children love to blow  who declaredfil am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
mature seetheads, thus unconsciously helping tstdbute man comes to the Father butbydme ( John 14: 6) .
future dandelions to new locations. longs to satisfy hungry hearts.
Who thought of equipping dandelion seeds with
their own little kites to carry them wherever the wind would The Old Scot (Ted Kyle) lives in Newberg, Oregon, with
take them? Not the plant itself! Over the supposed course of his wife Marga.
Aimillions of yeardidvenegoedsarch evol utionists b
for such complex structures to develop), the dandelion Source:The Gospel According to a Dandeljdrerryand
would either have died out for lack of these kites, or got Jean McComb, Teakettle Mt. Pub. Co., Columbia Falls,
along very well without theth and in that case would not Mont, 1984.
have needed them. But if the kite was unnecessary, but

Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel

Advancing Stewardship: Estate Planning for tle Kingdom
By Pat Ragan

This column highlights the ministriesDiscipled s givingp (2 Cor . 8:7 NI V) | ong a
parent organization, Advancing the Ministries of the Gospelaven.
(AMG) International, a nordenominational missions A M G Advancing Stewardshipministry exists to
agency serve the estate design andnpled giving needs of our

Most Christians understand ttgaving, both to donors, sponsorand other ministry partners. This ministry
local churches and to parachurch ministries dedicated tois provided free of charge with no obligation. We are
spreading the Gospel, is as much a spiritual discipline agproviding this service in partnership with Ray Lyne of
prayer and Bible study. Many are faithful above and beyadtifiéstyle Giving. Ray has 40 plus years of experience and is

the call for a | ifeti me oobdneaothemostgespected andsprothihent egtdtecdesigners i ¢
conparatively small number recognize that with the propdéne country.
estate pl an, tekcelyinthisgracea o nt i n We offerdhis s a service to AMG ministry friends,

and it i-sttirobgy atfiaohedod mi
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as good stewards of God®d s youresate planovasdrafteth a ¢hangesin yaur desirgs ifoa n 1
should be spitual before it is mechanical. It only seems distribution of your estate; the increase ecigase of

logical that, as we manage assets entrusted to us by Godljstigbution from your estate to an individual because of
would seek out His plan of stewardship for our estate. Axhanged needs; a substantial change in your charitable

fellow steward, | encourage you to read the following  distribution desires; a change in your business relationship;
informationon planned giving andek us know if we may a personal beneficiary has become handicapped or

serve you in any way. incompetent.
Reviewing Your Estate Plan How Do | Review My Estate Plan?
Most information written about estate planning is The review of your estate plan will follow much of

geared to the individual who has no estate plan. Therefothe same process followed when you created your original
we often think that once we have signed our wills, or  estate plan. It requires the assistance of competent counsel
planned our estatewe can forget about them. But that is to make sure your desires will be accomplished. However,
not true. Estate planning is a continuing process. In this before you seek that counsel, let me suggest a simple
article fromLifestyle Giving we want to list for you some process to help you formulate your desires.
reasons why you need to periodically review your estate Make a listing of youpeople 1) List those to
plan, to make sure that it is-tp-date. whom you wish to give becauseddpendency and?2) list
those to whom you wish to give becauséowt. Be sure to
The Three-Year Rule list your charitable organizations, too, because dependency
It has been suggested that you should review yowand love are both valid reasons for your support.
estate plan every three years, to make sure that ittis- up Make a listing of youproperty, including
date. And this is not necessarily bad advice. But few peopfgroximate value®\dd the values of the property, and
mark their calendars. If we condition ourselves to think othink in terms of casflhen answer this quésh: If death
estate planning as a continuous process, we will be muchad occurred last night, how would you want pheperty
safer. Whenever there is a change in your people, your divided among thpeople? However, before you make that
property or your plans, your estate plan should be reviewsgtision, pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide and direct
you in your decision.
Changes in People
The following changes in people can affect your A Valuable Resource
existing estat@lan: achange in marital status of yourself or Many individuals have founthe material that the
family membersachild or grandchild reaching legal age; Lifestyle Giving staff has designed to assist our friends in
newly born or adopted children or grandchildren; the deatie estate planning procdssbe just as valuable in the
of a beneficiary; a personal representative or guardian wheview of their estate plans. We have prepared a special
is no longer qualified or avaible; a withesstoyourwill AGui de t o Pl anwhichigcludés ur Est a
who is no longer available; a move to a state other than information and guidelines for the estate planning process,

where your existing estate plan was drafted. and an inventory form which can be used to list the data on
your people, property and plans. We would like to make a
Changes in Property copy available to you, at no cost and no obligation.

Changes in property can also affect your existing estate Again, we want to be of service you. Whether
plan.The following are some changes which wétuire you are making a review of your existing estate plan, or

review: asubstantial increase in value of propethe have not yet taken that first step in this important act of
acquisition of real estate in a state other than where yousre e war ds hi p, p| eGuidego Rlaenmg e s t
a legal residenthetransfer of property specifically Your EBaaydhem & no cost or obligation.

mentioned in your existing estate plan; an inheritance you Pat Ragan is vicpresident of development for
have receive; additional life insurance you have Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel (AMG)
purchased; a substantial increase in the value of your International in Chattanooga, Tenn.

retirement plan.
For more information contact:

Changes in Plans AMGb6s Advancing Stew
Changes can also occur in your desires for the c/o AMG International
distribution of your estate, or in the laws which were in 6815 Shallowford Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421
effect when your existig estate plan was completddhe Phone: 423894.6060, ext . 202
following are some of the areas to which you will want to E-mail: advance@amginternational.org

give consideration: substantial change in tax laws since On the web: www.amginternational.org
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Book Reviewsd 7/12/10

Edi t or 6 s ibboet dee tod recent iflux®The Letter to the Hebrews Pet er T. O6Bri e
worthwhile books (but in the absence of exceptional onegerdmans, Grand Rapids, Mich., ISBN 9780802837295,
we are offering brief overviews of seven noteworthy rece29 pages$50.00, hardcover.

releases in lieu of our usual full reviews. Part of thePillar New Testament Commentary
series (D.A. Carson, gener al

Exegetical Guide to the Greek New Testament: Colossiaesegesis of Hebrews is a thorough but readable addition to

and Philemon, Murray J. Harris, 2010, B&H Publishing, t he pastor 6s | i brary of Bi bl

Nashville, Tenn., ISBN 9780805448498, 272 pages, the text preemience, and faithfully exposits the truths of

$24.99, softcover. this profound book of Scripture in an understandable way.

This very serious commentary and textual analysis
is not for the average Bible reader, but is ofimmensevalliehe Lor dés Prayer: I nsight &

to pastors and theologiasseking to better understand andCloser to Him R.T. Kendall, 2010, Chosen Books, Grand
apply the Greek text of these two Pauline epistles to thodeapids, Mich., ISBN 9780800794897, 2pages, $13.99,
whom they serve. This represents an early installment ofgticover.

developing series (also edited by Harrisjegetical Guide Kendall, a protégé of Martyn Lloydones who
to the Greek New Testament served as senior minister of Westminster Chapel in London
for 25 years, has written ar

Introducing the New Testament: A Short Guide to Its (Matt. 6:913) with an eye towards its impact on the prayer
History and MessageD.A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo, lives d believers. He breaks down each phrase and petition
2010, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Mich., ISBN contained in the prayer and seeks to apply its principles to
9780310291497, 163 pages, $12.99, softcover. i ndividual sé6 wal ks with God.
In the reissue of this classic handbook (edited by
Andrew David Naselli)Carson and Moo break down eachlhe Wisdom of Pixar: An Animated Look at Virtye
section (gospels, epistles, etc.) and each book of the NeRobert Velarde, 2010, InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove,
Testament and discuss the authorship, historical context]ll., ISBN 9780830832972, 168 pag&45.00, softcover.
and purpose of these Scriptures to enable readers to better A lighthearted look at the Christian values and
interpret and apply @tha any pratticesdeflectéd intthe filrdsyof Pixa Arenrateom $tudios
believer should find useful for reading and understandingthe book is an observation, and is not officially sanctioned
the Bible. by Pixar). Designed as a small gpoor family discussion
piece, Velardeds book reminc
The Jesus Manifesto: Restoring the Supremacy and worldview can show through in Gaglven creativity in
Sovereignty of Jesus Christeonard Sweet and Frank  such a way that the whole culture is affected.
Viola, Thomas Nelson, Nashville, Tenn., ISBN
9780849946011, 201 pagesA¥9, hardcover. Zondervan Atlas of the Bible: Revised Editip@arl G.
Sweet and Viola undertake to lead the Church baRasmussen, 2010, Zondery&@rand Rapids, Mich., ISBN
to its core: the person o0 97808270588, IDhpades, $39.99Thardcavgrh i t s
wayoOo approach | eads the auth@rseticesper e aavieew fuzsled e
dichotomies and make a few generalizatidri® Jesus 2010 Bible Atlas incorporates new archaeological
Manifestoistobep ai sed f or r ef oc u discoveriest updatedphotographspasd charts and graphs
attention on Christ, both as our redeemer and eternal hogeat vividly illuminate the geographical, political, cultural,
and as our example for obedient life before God. and historical contexts in which Scripture was originally
written. This is a wonderful resource for pastors and
teachers, and would even make a great cdéfbke book.
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Sermon Help® From SermonHall.com

Sermon Outline Keep It Simple

The Offence of the Cross Vincent Ferrier, an eloquent preacher of the

1 Corinthians 1:181 fifteenth century, was called to preach before a high
dignitary of state. He tik care to prepare his sermon

Introduction: How is the cross madawffensive? according to the rules of oratory, but it was a notable

I. WhenWe Weaken inOur Sand forConvictionsbecause failure.

TheyAre Distasteful to théVorldly-Minded Thenextday he preached in his usual style, without

Il. WhenWe Attempt toRefine theCross withGloss and  pretentiousness, and electrified his hearers. The dignitary,

SentimentalShow who had heard him on both occasions, ddken how he

[1l. When We Depict theCross without the Christ. could account for so great a difference in his sermons.

IV. WhenWe Remove theCross from theCenter ofHope He answeredjYesterday Vincent Ferrier preached;

andRedemption today Jesus Christ.

V. WhenWe Conceal theStark Tragedy of theCross Anonymous

VI. When theCrossDoesNot Mean ourHoliness _
Anonymous Bulletin Inserts

On Missions
Beautiful Feet
fiBut if we walk in the liglit(1 John 1:7). The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions, and the nearer
l. Sure Fee(Ps. 32:3 we get toHim the more intensely missioneswe must
Il. Stabilized FeetX Sam. 2:p become.
lll. Sharing Fee{fRom. 10:1% Henry Martyn

Croft M. Pentz S
Your love has a broken wing if it cannot fly across the sea.

lllustration s Maltbie D. Babcock

Toughened by Storms

When solid timber is needed, we pass by the thin
grown in the hot house. We seek thesogdown on the
storm swept hills. The great in GadKingdom have been
taught by the hills and vales of temptation. Yielding creat8
littleness, overcoming creates greatness.

d sifted a whole natiathatHe might send choice grain
ver into this wilderness.
William Stoughton
gfishers of men. You catch thénHe will clean them.

Can you reconcile these two statemefitsém a Christian,
but | am not interested in mission®
These two anonymous

Anonymous

News Updat® 7/12/10

Hollywood Light Crew Burns Pro-Life Teen, The prolifers claim that the Survivors were not
Producers Apologize interfering with the filming, whib was being carried out on

A light crew working for ABC latenight talk show the other side of the street (though a source from the light
host Jimmy Kimmel drew the fury of piifers in Los crew said that the scene involved set up on both sides of the

Angeles after the crew burned a {life teenage protester ~Street).

with a stage light. A video posted by the Survivors of LA shows a
The conflict began on June 25 when the light crelighrintensity stage light being directed upon tger Ryan

encountered members thie Survivors of the Abortion Bueler, who was standing with a glife sign only a few

Holocaust, who were displaying graphic abortion signs afet away from the light. A scuffle ensued and police were

handing out | iterature o usuginapedafteronemtthe gifs witnesses, ffleli ne s e
Theatre on Hollywood Boulevard. repeatedly asking the crew to move the light, attempted to

move it himself. Acording to the Survivors, Bueler
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suffered minor burns from the heat of the light, which  violenceriddled city of Josywhen 200 Muslims armed with

partially melted a plastic bracelet he was wearing. guns and machetes stormed Ganawuri community,
According to the Sur vialegedly Gllingthree<hristians.l ease: fAAft er
much negotiation between Survivors and one of the Religion Today Summaries
producers fordnmy Ki mme | Live, Ki mmel 6s producers
p r o mi thae Jinény Kimmel Live would never hire the Afghan Christians Detained Amid Execution
assaulting | ight <c¢crew agaThieate
fThe Survivors defend | if gortByNeéwslkepobtLthiat more thén20 Afghamb o r

children in the womb, and will continue to do so despite tt[ﬁristians have been déted in Afghanistan after leaked
pressure sai tteTsmmeni e 0Mi lided Botageded to offZidl demandLidr thdexecution of
spokesperson, in a July 4 press release. The group thani®tistian converts. Conversion and proselytizing are illegal

Kimmel for promising not to rehire the crew. in the Islamic nation.
LifeSiteNews Christian Solidarity Worldwide said the Christians
were detained since last eleand added that ndbhristians
India: Extremists Use Anti-Conversion Laws to with ties to Westerners have also been targeted for
Victimize Pastors interrogation. The crackdown began early this month after
ASSIST News Service reports thdindu an Afghan TV station showed Afghan men praying in Farsi

extremists continue to victimize pastors in India, using arand being baptized.

conversion laws as an excuse to attack Christians and limit One member of the Afghan parliamefhdul

church activities. Sattar Khawasi , call ed for i
According to U.K:based Release International, twafghans that appeared in this video film should be executed

pastors were seriously injured on June 23 when they weiia public, the House should order the attorney general and

attacked by men wielding iron bars in Chandapura, the NDS (intelligence agency) to arrest these Afghans and
Karnataka state. The men accused them of converting execut e t biesad, 06 Khawa
people to Christianity by force. Before that attack, some Religion Today Summaries

extremists reported to be from the Bajrang Dal organization
burnt at least seven vehicles belangto the Jesus with Us Caner Sacked as Seminary Dean after Background
Pentecostal Church. Probe
The attack followed efforts by Hindu extremists to After a severweek probe into whether seminary
prevent the church from holding a feday convention. Thedean Ergun Caner exaggerated his dramatic conversion
gathering went ahead in a different location under police from militant Islam to evangelical Christianity, Liberty
protection. Universityhas concluded its investigation. According to
Religion Today SummariesReligion News Service, the school announced Caner will
remain on faculty, but no longer as dean of its seminary.
Eight Christians Killed in Nigerian Muslim Attacks The investigation, prompted by a growing coalition
Ni geriads religious c ogndrapiichl MislifnSandChridtiari blbggerenéltieds t r i k

each other with sporadic violence, Worthy News reports.Caner, 43, had converted from Islam as a teenager, but had
Christians in two states of Nigeria are mourning the killingsa br i cat ed or embel |l i shed A@r

of at least eight Christian believers. pl aces of residencedo in publ

AOn the night of July 3, gi&ciRd, olkterddbysalMayBsepditint a c k e d
Kizachi village in Kaduna State and killed five Christians,Christianity Todayfound major contradtions in his

including a primary school teacher and mother of six  claims of growing up in Turkey, rather than Ohio, and
children. The Muslims also burned down five Christian j nvol vement in fAlslamic yout
homes, 0 said | ntoecerm((CC)i onal Clhjhde Ednér BeBamEthe firstiuslim to lead an

According to ICC, police stopped protecting the evangelical seminary in 2005, enroliment at Liberty Baptist
village on July 2 as the government failed to pay their  Theological Semingrhas tripled.

salaries. There was no immediate comment from Nigerian Religion Today Summaries
police. The second attack on July 4 happened near the
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Puzzl es and 6Toons

Chur c h HhyJoe MaKeever

“ Yo OW THAT D . a0
e Comics Ues on Hi2 padHousE SAS GOD SAID IN PSALMS B1:10, * OPEN
ﬁgb THINKS? MAYBE YOU OUGHT NOUR MOUTH WIDE AND T WILL
SERMONS THAT ":QGA:!IOUR “L D\D. \T FlLL \TV?

\ DOESN'T /
WORK.”

A/

Answerstolastt ssuedbds puzzl es:

TR hovers b hooste Father Abraham’s
“neann O warew (12:s0) Questlon Box

The house of Abinadab (2 Sam. 6:4: “...wbosoever Shll” dO [be w”]
I Chr.13:7) of my Father which is in Solomon: His Wisdom, And His Splendor

She "saw king David leaping and :
e, A NS OV Cap e A heaven, the same is my brother,
dancing before the Lord" (2 Sam. i v 1
and sister and mother.

w

*=

. What was Solomon's other name?

6:16). The occasion was bringing the 2. Who appointed Solomon as king?
5. Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem. A. SOLDIER 5 o -
Hadadezer, king of Zobah (2 Sam. B. HYACINTH 3. What Lclébrafcd legalldlspute caused Israel
8:3 [called "Hadarezer" in | Chr. C. MERES to recognize Solomon’s wisdom?
18:3). D. ASHEVILLE 4. How many chariots and horses did Solomon
6. The Ammonites (2 Sam. 10:111; 1 E. THIMNATHAH pOSQESS7
Chr. 19:1ff.). E 'I'R()T S ! ' '
7. The king of the Ammonites (1 Chr. . MEBREWS 5. How many proverbs did Solomon compose?
20:1. 2). H. ENDOFTHELAW 6. How many songs did Solomon write?
8 Ishbi-benob; one:of the sons-of WIS 7. When did Solomon start building the Temple?
Goliath (2 Sam. 21:15-17). L L?"SDO"" 1 did it tak 1 E’ﬁ shb IIJd
9. David wanted to take a census of Is- J. \vA"()(» 8. How ong di it take Solomon to finis ullding
racl (2 Sam. 24:1E: 1 Chr. 21:11E.) K. VERMIN his own house?
L. FRESH

\|0- Forty years (I Chr. 29:26.27). ) : 9. What did Solomon give to Hiram, king of Tyre, in exchange
for cedar trees, fir trees, and gold?
10. What did Solomon receive as a present from the queen of

Father Abraham and Hidden Wisdom Sheba?
By Mark Oshman See answers on page 27
Originally published irPulpit Helps Decembefd 995

Hidden Wisdom o next page
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