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Pastor® Finding the Balance
By Joe McKeever

The toughest assignment | hWiepreaschioge Heave nograundato certdriels e
came not from an editor or a denominational exec but frooid traditions or the hideound religious bighots of His
a pastor 6s wi f-eail refercingwonecof @ a yweu have heard it said...butl saytoyou. 6 ( num
my recent blog posts about the heart of a pastor. verses in Matt. 5). He told the crowds that unless their
Shewot e, AMy husband i srighteaysreesswent bpyarsl that of thevieligibus laaders,
shepherddés heart. But it tveywérain bigdraubbe (Mdit.e:2@). There wdreens we 0\
ministered in do not appreciate that. In our experience, thacertainties in His preaching. | would not be surprised if

churches have been rebellious, stubborn, and pridefulatrdh e Apostl e Paul had Ififhesus i
have refused to deal with sin. The pastoave not been  trumpet give an uncertain sound, wivdl prepare for
supported (due to congregational models of church batle 6 (1 Cor . 14:8) . No one

governance) by the denomi ondssueson. 0

She continued, fAWe swit chéustbefoerthe th$. reddodlitmmirsvadedahe a n
eldertype model and have found the same problems. | Middle East to oust Saddam Hussein from Kuwait in what
know that there are O06owodwashoaakhed DOpetaeren Deserit
short 10 years of ministry/married life together, we have Minister Margaet Thatcher said to President George Bush,
only served in one and even that one had struggles. Then Now, George, dondét go wobbl
sheep do not want to be s boadpbk eourageods; stand up; speaksedd e s us 0

She asked, fAWhat does iosmuetiord alongthesenined te thd disciptes invMatt. h
6wol ves in sheepbs cl| otini bOdLEif). AMIlya, everanhite tie wasvdreangand hey a
leadership (elders of the church)? How does one blend tifierceful....
authority with the gentle heart of a shepherd? | would really
|l ove to hear wise per spec JesusWas&indandGeasiels i ssues. 0

| promised her that | would lay this before the Lord, Wedbre t o be Takdnaytyokewpon, t o
which | have done. After respding to her last questibn you 0 H e Fos larin gentle énd lowly in heart, and you
on finding the balance between strong firm leadership andill find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
gracious shepherdidgl 6 d | i ke t o | ay burdenisligmu t( Mlaad 80).a I111 : 20 s e
in ministry. Hewasgentlevi t h t h eNeithandotl i ng . |

The first question that loomed large in my mind condemn thee. Goandsinnomoe He sai d t o
was fAWho in Scripturcée You caughtidradultesy whodat dden thrawvn before the priblic
not be surprised at t he aimepereshame (Johro8sll).He was precioud withthe e e

blended the two streams of strong, positive, forceful c hi | dittlelamb, | $ay to you arised0 He dwwoke

leadership with gentle, loving, gracious servanthood the now-dead daughter of Jairus (Mark 58 Note: several

way our Savior did. commentators interpret our L
e ndear me litte githoo tb uditte lafishd )i .

Jesus Was a Strong Leader From the cross, He did not retaliafieReter 2:22).

He was clear in His visiosolid in His purpose,  He forgave His executioners and intercettedHis
steady dealing with His enemies, and never wavering in iignentors. He spoke love to His mother and extended
pronouncements regarding the message of God. To the eternal life to the dying thief. He washed the feet of the
sycophant Nicodemus who slipped in at night and disciples (John 13).
commenced bragging on His teaching, Jesus was quick to
s aYWoumtistbeboagaim (John 3).
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Both His Firmness and His Gentleness Are Aspects of the Lord, and you will say with the Apostle Paul: | am not
the Same Loving Heart ashamed of the Gospel (Rom. 1:16); | am not ashamed of
If I love you and see you destroyingurself Jesus (2 Tim. 1:12); | am not ashamed of the life | am living
unknowingly, | will intervene. If necessary, | will be harshfor Christ (Phil. 1:20).
wi t h Faithful are the wounds of afriendd s ay s
Proverbs 27:6. In lifesaving training, swimmers are taughGod Said It Would Be This Way
that if necessary, they are to administer a krmakblow to In the final epistle we have from the Apostle Paul,
the personhey are trying to save but who keeps fighting the Holy Spirit speaking through him told us how things
them of f . I'tds the | ovi ngwduldbennghe last days.oNhat He ended up giving us here
Jesusbd harsh ser mon t oisaphriect depidion of sentagy ofiaiwurches (nat alle w
233 His strongest on recoddwas delivered out of a heart thankfully!) and so many of the people who are calling the
of love. These selfighteous nabobs needed to hear in theshots for the congregations.
strongesterms possible what they were doing, what God Read it Bubhkihowwhésehatin the last
thought of what they were doing, and the everlasting perilays, perilous times will comEor men will be lovers of
with which they were endangering themselves. There is themselves, lovers of money, boastersud, blasphemers,
nothing unloving about t e didohedianttoaparenis,umtgnkiumaunholy, enfodng,d y i n ¢
needs to know it. There is nothingkind about a surgeon unforgiving, slanderers, without salbntrol, brutal,
cutting into any of us t odespesenooygpodadraitorg headstrong, haughiysloveraof n f
the alternative is worse. pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness butlenying its power. And from such people turn
This Paradox |Is Godoés St aandr d 2f o.Ml hdBdsel He Call s to
Lead His Flock If you miss everything else, do not miss this: He is
On the one hand, He requires a gentle heart; on ttadking about the people inthe Churdhh e wor | d 6 s
other, strong, settledddership. Those who are mature in has always been this way. But in the final days, the people
Christ are characterized by nine qualities Scripture calls in the pews wilbe afflicted by the dreaded carnal diseases
fifruit of the Spirit 6 | ov e, j oy, p e a ¢ & selfidhress gpeasdsteking,iasanse of entittement, and
gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self  a disdain for spiritual thinggind this is the work to which

control (Gal. 5:223). But do not make the mista&e pastors have been called.

cal | i ng t Godbkas noigmends the gpirit ofi If | may speak plainly:

fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound ind( 2 1) Quit being surprised when membefsyour

Tim. 1:7). church act this way. God told us ahead of time what we

Humble yourself, servant of God. You have beencould expect. Jesus said the servant is no better than the
sent to feed the hungry, bind up the wounds of the hurtinmaster; if they treated Him this way, we could expect the
comfort the grieving, and minister to the imprisoned. Otheame (Matthew 10:226).
people will make demands on you. You are a servant; get 2) Start expecting the ugliness and begin to prepare
used to it. Stand strong, servaifitGod. You have been senyour heart to respond to it rightly. Rejoice when you find
to proclaim the riches of mdnbatsdvho trgly lave the Larahahd willlhenorfyow Inl ¢ «
Christds Gospel to peopl edothyHisnwgrk, bubstop éxpecting everyone to act like

One huge caution: You will not be able to pull thisnature saints. You will experience unending
off in the flesh. Humanly speakidgif you are on your own disappointment if you do.
and doing the ést you ca@d you will veer from one 3) To some extenit has been so from the
extreme to the other. You will end up wimping out when beginning. Even in the first century, Paul told the elders of
you should have been courageous and stood tall, or beingh e E p h e s | kaaw thatlafter noy Hepartdire,
tough and forceful at the very time you needed to humbleavage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
yourself and be gentle. You will go in the strengthhe flock. Also, from among yourselves men will rise up,

Lordd wedre tal king about p u speakig gerverse things,dodrat dway disgiptesaster e v e r
day of your life and asking God to fill you with His Spirit themselves ( Ac t-30) 20: 2 9

or you will make a royal mess of your ministry. Many who 4) We will leave it to the Lord to sort out the wheat
have left the pastorate could bear testimony to that. from the tares (Matt. 13:230). That is neither our privilege

Pastor, you do not lra what it takes to be a nor our burden (I, for one, am quite thankful for that!).
successful mi nmagetyeurdo notthave t o r 6 %) Obrrgob ill be to love them, minister to all who
what will be required to be his spouse. Get used to that fagl. let us, and speak the Word of Truth to them. We will
The work is far bi gdetthatweh dorthisyai hecaase we. are gandidnd tlseg aredworthyi, but
are adequate for these things, but our adequacy God we have been called and they are our assignment.

(2 Cor. 3:5). Get it right, however, and go in the strength of
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6) It is the Lord Jesus we serve, ultimgtéVhat |  horrendous burdens and need your kind words, an invitation
do for the church, He takes personally. No revelation frorfor a cup of coffee in your kitchen, or a hug.
Godbés word has more dr ast i c a liThgrefosefmly leeloved bdethrary, beryié stead&st,r y
recent decades than | ear nimmavabtehalways abduhiimg irtiee worl df thepLoré, a ¢ h
ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves your knowing that your labor is not in vain in the LardL (
servantsakenb (2sCebd. s 4: 5) Corinthians 15:58).

7) Eyes on the Lord, eyes on the Lord. Give thanks

to Him for the privilege of doing even the least little chore Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor
in His Kingdom. And every time you find a faithful pastor from New Orleans, Louisiana. He blogs regularly at
and wife, encourage them. They are not your competition www.joemckeever.com.

but your lvother and sister. Some are laboring under

Ten Tips to Help You Settle in as an Adult Sunday School Teacher
By Howard Glass

Editordés note: Thpepaed tdefnesit. Miave raet thoseiwha think it rhegins unconditional
for delivery at a regional seminar for Salvation Army (without repentance) salvation.
Sunday school teachers and prospective teachers. 4) Limit digression from the topic. So often, SS

1) Assume that your students know nothing discussion strays into politics, history, or culture. It is
about the Bible. In too many cases that will be true. It cantempting to let it go on, especially whdretclass takes on a
be awkward to reell the familiar Biblestories to some, butlife of its own. Sometimes the students display an interest
there are probably people who will be hearing them for trend liveliness you wish they had for your lesson. Let this go
first time. | have been shocked, for example, to discover on if it has some benefit for the lesson. My experience tells
how few of my students knew who Abraham, Isaac,andme t hat it rarely doeaBibleGent
Jacob were. class, 0 and move on with the

2) You do not have to know everything, just 5) Be as confident as you are able, without being
because ya are the leader Think of yourself as the arrogant. Most people feel better about following a person
primary student. The best part of being a SSteacheristtah o i s confi dent. To keep yc
you always learn more as you prepare to teach. In fact, teach on a deeper level than you feel cotafde with. It is
allowing yourself to be seen as a fellow student makes yeasy to fall when you reach too far. The devil would love to
a more effective teacher. It alsoaails those who have have us either pretending to be more holy and
learned some particular portion of the Bible well, to shinéknowledgeable than we actually are, or constantly
For example, a person may have gone to VBS as a childapologizing for our shortcomings. But, God can only use us
and learned all about the Tabernacle of the Israelites, buthe way we are. Prahat God will peel away any pretense
not much mor e. Let them syoamayhaveSt ri ve for a fAround t :
atms phere, 06 even i f your c¢1| as $)Be looliniyosirlomeddr thesLertl Yougrea h at

I f you are asked a gueSundayschoolteacher.dPeoplé dxpest yoa W beta lrge

answer to or are not sure about, admit it. Teacherswhotoye | i ever . The people in the
to invent explanations codhedadtrowantstonkeasnhwabobt . (
dondt know, 0 i sabhehanswer an @)Havtaebhckgtound/context necessary to

afraid to give it. Of course, tell the student that you will donake the session relevanDo not assume a prepared
what you can to find the answer before the next class, arldsson has done that sufficier@lyhose writers work within
then follow up. If you find yourself being corrected aboutl i mi t at i ons. I f you dondét ur
some f act i n the Scrimiveur kessqgn, howowil §aur stodents® Readnehatever yeeddoe f e
Thank the person who corrected you. Be humble. Be reafjet up to speed. If you still feel uncomfortable with what

3) Be careful with unscriptural teaching/ideas  the publisher provided, perhaps there is another angle God
Popular notions, and even some tihanored clichés, oftenwants you to use. In America we have abundant resources
show up in Sunday school. If a BiHbased concept seemsto draw from. Make the most of them.
cloudy, we can find other 8pture to support it. Something 8) Remember whose class it.i&our goal is to
thought up by people has no such support. One examplehelp those who want to know more about God. The class
that comes to mind i s A undoesmdtbeongdonyaul norldees iebeldng td theapeople e r 1
found in any Bible translation | have seen. Though it maywho wrote your study book. If you happen upon something
embody a legitimate idea, there is no scriptuositext to  that your students are curious about, and you are able to
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learnandteachbaout it from t he B iyduldoen predaus) getsondl #me thét theyimdy néver krbve
S0. you gave them. Pray for them, and let your motive for

9) Remember who the real teacher isyou may teaching be that they will benefit.
feel inadequate to teadmany who are recruited for the

job do. In most cases you are the best person available. God Originally Published irPulpit HelpsMagazine,

knows what you have to work with. He cankaaven September 2005
clumsy teaching effective. Do the best you know how, the

best you are able, and leave the results up to God. Howard Glasss a freelance writer who serves as a small

10) Love your students By that | mean respect  group leader at the East Main Street Presbyterian Church in
them, even if they are totally lost. Give them the time it Grove City, Penn.
takes to prepare your lessonliveven though this will be

The Sanctifying Word
By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

fiSanctify them in truth; Your word is tréth ( J o h n  that thelinstyument of our sanctification is the Word of God
are very many. The Spirit of God brings to our minds the

Sanctification begins in regeneration. The Spirit ofrecepts and doctrines ofith, and applies them with

God infuses into man that new living principle by which hgower. These are heard in the ear, and being received in the

becomeeswcrature i n Christ JeshisartThitshewrwqork in us to wi

which begins in the new birth, is carried on in two viays pleasure.

mortification, whereby the lusts of the flesh are subdued The truth is the sanctifier, and if we do not hear or

and kept under; and vivification, by which the life which read the truth, we shall not grow in sanctificat We only

God has put within us is made to be a well of water progress in sound living as we progress in sound

springing up unto everlasting life. under s tTaywbrid is g lampiunto my feet and a light
This is carried on every day in what is called untomypath 6 Do not say of any e

Aiperseverance, 0 by which otheofghnishianNosmanesprdulkde s

continued in a gracious state, and is made to abound in sooner or latetolerating an error in practice. Hold fast the

good works unto the praise and glory of God; and it truth, for by so holding the truth shall you be sanctified by

culminats or comes t o perfect theSpiritofiGod. igl ory, 0 when the s

is caught up to dwell with holy beings at the right hand of FromMorning and Evening
the Majesty on high.
But while the Spirit of God is thus the author of Charles Haddon Spurgeon (18848 9 2 ) it he

sanctification, yet there is a visible agency employed whiclPr eacher s, 6 was a r enseweded
must notbd o r g oSamcEfynthemd s ai dtrubheasspadtor of Londonds Metrorg
Yourwordistruth 6 The passages of Scri pt ur Hisworksiae ktill widelp neag today.

Exegetically Speaking by Spiros Zotiates

The Spirit and Power of Elijah
Matthew17:6-13

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthe2006, AMG aoristpassivetense@dho ) 83 99], to fear
Publishers. tense reflects the cause of their fear; they were made fearful
or frightened by the bright cloud that appeared

The disciples had just witnessed the transfigurationn st ant aneously and the boor
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and were awed by the glimpse®ofoi ce t hat i nt b fFeauigpnbtardactiBre t e r
His glory shown to them, the presence of Moses and Elijalg initiate, like taking a walk. Nor is it something we
and the voice of God the Father from heaven. Upon beinghoose, as if any of us would want it. God imposes fear on
comforted by Jesus, howevdrey askHim to interpret the both unbelievers (Ex. 23:27; Isa. 2:19; Rev. 6:16) and
preceding event and the prophecies concerning Elijah. believers (Ps. 85:9; Jer. 32:40; Acts 5:5, 11).

[6] The bright cloud and the voice frightened the [7] We dare ot approach the Father without the
t hr ee dAndwhemthe disciplesitieard it, theyfellh ol y ri ght eousness of the Sc
on their face, and were sore afrgiel p h o b Uthé Us aam d propitiation, Godobds t hrc
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becomes His throne of grace that we can approach boldly When we say fithis stage
(Heb. 4:16). Accordingly, it was not the Father bigu¥e  that the disciples had not yet heard the Olivet Discourse

the human mediator i m. 2 :tddhedhtip s@mt(oMatt . 24), | et al ormschem@mul 6 ¢
the aorist middle ofidgptomai680]t h e m, and sl&oridthian®lBand s @ nds b ook AodJesBse v e
and be n(ghobeisthethegieskid passive answered and sdiunto them, Elijah truly comégsrchetaj

i mperative of phob®omai , theprebed ndtfuturg hehse okecdomal2064],toe pr e

tense meansofibenaf naedn ot comelfirstand shall restorda p o k a t, thesfututé sease
Jesus did not expect them to turn their fears off ofa p o k a t [6G03all thinged (a. t . ) .

permanently, as if this were something in their control apart Before we undertake the adversative phrase in the

from His gentle touch and calming words. Had He not  nextverse, we should understand that we cannot logically

t ouched t hbBamotheaftaigdsoa itdh e yi wlcewdludc ehdwveom t hese words t hat

had no rational basfor knowing they were notendangered head of us. Jesus quoted Mes

by the bright ¢l oud and t tutaretb alabheat thetimea hengagedti Jastsangithehissliey

presence. By contrast, the wicked, over the course of thesrnew prophecy of the futur@nconfirmed the futurity of

I i ves, Bearful(plobesdj»398])expectation the old one; in fact, to the contrary, He was not even

(ekdo[cths6 1] ) © of Go d 6Butwhen a guoting theeewent but the: piniple.of the prophecy. This

t he L or dDohoklebfmid s weican t wasprovenhy the.use dfihe present témsbetaj that is,

i mperative presupposes theEprppbscomesnal (arpth@cihphe)

reason to bouchafaoanfdi.romsHiHKies@nt)iwor d s .

[8] Jesus then rather suddenly terminated the [12] The second, third, and fourth evidences of past
v i s iAadwhenfihey hblifted up their eyes, theysaw f ul f i | | ment ar e t iBet Hliaskcame wi r
absolutelynoone (a.t . ). Accordi n@] t,dhe&bast téndesdfrchomaj to conhe; answeringpto s
event, when the disciples looked around, Moses and Elijéinchetaiin the prior versedlreadyd (a. t . ) . The s
the shining garments, and the bright cloud had all cannotrefet o E | i -psaensios lifemrrtehis
fisuddenlp ex@pina[1819], unexpectedly) vanishéilark appearance at the transfiguration. The first understanding is
9:8). ruled out by the factec®Phat |
[9] As they descended, Jesus gave them a was hundreds of year sBcPfter
¢ o mma And as thigy came dovirom the mountain, The second possibility is eliminatdy the subsequent
Jesus charge(keneteilatothe aorist middle oéntéllomai  p h r aasdi.e., wihen he camehey knew him not, but
[1781],tocommand) hem, sayi ng, 6 T dilto hirmhwhateveritheyiwanted t{ @a . mo ), whi ct

man, until the Son of man be risagain from the dea®  meaning at the event of the transfiguration. Unbelieving
The vision of Elijah and Moses was bound to stir up Jews did nothing to Elijah at the transfiguration; they
incredulity even among the nine disciples who did not see e r e n Gthere.e v e n

it. So Jesus told the three to keep the transfiguration event Still, there is little doubt that the transfiguration was

to themselves until after His resurrection, the arch a prophetic vision of the Second Coming of Christ in glory

confirmation of all that was given in the Law and the to judge the living and the dead and to set up a kingdom

Prophets. that has no end. The transfiguration prefigured His personal
[10, 11]The transfiguration prompted the disciplepresencefdarousia[3952], appearance) in this kingdom.

t o aMhkthersdy the scribes that Elias must first Until we read the next verse, there is some mystery

com@ o0 Why the Athend? Jesuisn htalleg@sworsas Andthdy&mew h i nd eE |
vision to no man, untilthe Sonofmane r i s e n. de Pr@gen Wedadris terse & p | g | [0S flodepi,

implies that the disciples thought Jesus was inverting theupon; andy i n @97 Pto experientially knowhim not,
seqguence of EIlijahds app e butddnodchien whatevker theyveantedelikawise shatl also the
given by the prophet Malachi (Mal. 4:5, 6). At this stage @on of man sufferofthém ( a. t . ) . From t h
revelation, they, like the Pharisees, probably assunsgdthc an deduce that the Jews pur
any particular resurrectidnin this case, the Son of punished Christ. But this finds no fulfillment in the Old

ma nddwsuld occur at the general resurrection on the Dayestanent. The Jews knew Elijah, and Jezebel persecuted

of the Lord, the end of the age. If so, telling no one abouthimd nor was it fulfilled in the New Testament (hardly at

the vision until the resurrection would make little sense, the transfiguration). So Jesus must have had someone else
since Malachi prophesiethat Elijah would appear before i n mi nd when Hiahcamead nl y sai c
the Day of the Lord (the resurrection) with the purpose of [13]No w we Thes theddiscipfes undersid
changing the hearts of parents and children prior to (s u n Utkheaaorist tense of u n 2[4920j, to put elements
judgment. If the transfiguration had anything to do with together to make sensiat He spake unto them of John the
Mal achi 6s sequencing otb eBaptistt s, it did not make sensc¢
conceal it.
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Matthew does not say theaendvasdocthippurpose. Also iatdetsadoe if Hotyoth,
concluded. o | f John was not fvkwithesash ,in tththee dan dlud saitad o
inexplicable sincdesus mentioned only Elijah by naine miracles of Elijah (Rev. 11:5, 6).
not John. More broadly, nothing verbatim in the prior A s theispiritof Elja® i n John t he B
conversation explained why the disciples would conclude nnounced Chri st 6s mualmi ng t c
AfJohno when Jesus had saikiogdygmiEsojanhhe bbodg, ot hEhij
theological conclusion on their part. John fie theological inauguration of the physical kingdom at the Second
and historical criteria. Coming. Peter recounted the transfiguration in his second

Hi st or i caeaind alreadyd tbishmuchiis  epistle at a time when skeptics questioned the physical
obvious. Second, of historical note, both the Jews and theeality of miracles. Ir2 Peter 1:1618, he compares
Gent didteds Jfo h ntheywaiatdd fi o0 d o . MsEominfudedsesophisménaishe perfect passive
most part, the scribes, Pharisees, and Sadduceetedeje participle ofs 0 p H4679]2to make wisenyth® wi t h t
Johnoés prophecy of the c ofmajesg(mblg ak & [BL68]) Ofthat Ongekeiroyi®e nt i |
king Herod, at Herodiasdé okqlestts Cmprsspoedf awhdi &hl
him. According to Luke, Jepewitndssésep@pthiR080], obgeaverairspectad; she p r o |
fiAnd he[John]shall go before him in the spirit and power masculine plural noun & p o p [2@29}@ inspect). He
of Elias, to turn thénearts of the fathers to the children,andh ar act er i z e spoweHdirmmigMEDt as
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready and presencéparousian 6 of t he Lord Jes
people prepared fortheLood ( Luke 1: 17) . The transfiguration, then, wastended as a

Ap par e nspiritvand pawbkde ofif E | i jpraphetia gingpseeantb the future power, presence, and
on John as it did on Elisha Kis. 2:912). Thiswasmore gl ory of Jesus Chri stAvoicand i
than just the Spirit of God; the Spirit of Godaeated the borne(e n e ¢ h t theadrist fassive participle pfh ® r @
spiritof Eljaldt he pattern of EI i [5342]6tescarm,beaitosHtimt sych byfiupd[5259], by
template clothed John like a garment, fitting him like a means ofthe Majestigimegaloprepolsghe genitive
glove. Consequently, he turned the hearts of fathers to theirgular ofme g a | o [316%, polbe suitable, fit, right for
children, just as Mlachi said Elijah would do (Mal. 4:6). the occasionilory( i . e. , t WPet. L.E7adth &e( 0
John, then, bore the title and tempdéateot the historic Fatheriscalleh o megal opr epUs fttohe s
persodof AEIl i jah, 0 whose namnaestcestaadfast (fiaMprp@oar img) Oneod i
Yah(weh). 0 And Jesus confSemedagsnmashttanshat maht ot
in Matthew 11:1014.

Because prophecy is a set ahfgates impressed Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of
on human history, subject to multiple fulfillments, none of AMG International in Chattanooga, Tennessee for der
this precludes a return of Elijah to earth to preach before thgears, was the founding editor Bélpit HelpsMagazine,
return of Christ (see Rev. 11:R). It is not unreasonable to and authored dozens ofagetical books.
assume that EIlijahoés idnindi |y ascensi on and preservat

Living out the Living Word & by Justin Lonas

Ready to Give an Answer
1 Peter 3317

Part eightin an expositional series on 1 Peter sake of righteousness leaps from the background to take

center stage in Peterds worc
Throughout Peterdés first Aferiastirihgexhortatioreto ushandsaand wivds

persecution for his original readers in the eastern provindedive in fearless submission to God and each other for the

of the Roman Empire runs as an undercurrent, giving  sake of holiness and witness before a watching world in

additional significance to each of his exhortatidte.says 3:1-7, Peter enjoins all believers to live in love toward one

i n 1: 6 Havedden distteesed bii various trjald  another, returning blessings when we are given evil (3:9).

r e f e r thenthing im whiich they slanderyou i n 2 Hd enphasizes his wordsth those of David from Psalm

and encour pdentyerdire m tt ow He r84:12h6ergminding us that the Lord turns His

what is right and suffer forat f tlusrfinda favor with fleyesét owar dot algiglears ajténd te thair s

Godd i n.B&yinnih@ in the second part of chapter 3 apdayernd He watches over thoseho walk in His ways.

continuing through chapter 4, this theme of suffering for the In that context, he rouses his readers to continue in
their pursui of holy living despite their circumstances.
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fiWho is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what iGreekapologia t he r oot of our wor

good? But even if you should suffer for the sake of fapol ogeticso. This has the

righteousness, you are bleséed ( -34a)l The obvious courtroom defenge not something one offers up

answer to Pet er 6sdaonthe $Scaptuie chprompied) lBussceridypsamethibgaosimmportance to be

he has just quoted, is fNAbebiveéeeég wodelonség 4ivs HemmeDoaet:

message of RGotb forsus, &ho 8 hgainsii in that we are to be at the ready with it to respond to

us? 0 Even so, his reader s fieaecyend whp asks youuolgivei ah accbensfor thehope thatr

do face) fierce persecution. isinyoy 06 but when t he shpudeald i on
This might be a paradox to usthout interpreting forth as though life itself depended upon it, because it does.

these words in light of the full message of Scripture. Frorfihis is not meant to be taken as a reason to avoid active

the Word, we know thoseavho ki e (urprorpted)@uangeélignméng athrer sériptures bear that

the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Hiout (Matt. 28:19, Rom. 10:145, etc. but rather an

who is able to destroy both soul and body indhell (ttMa encouragement o al way s ibsaspnraredpu of e d

10:28). We know that we serve the Lord of heavenand seasod (1 Tim. 4:2), to preach
e ar t hdoeghat dwdll in temples made with hands places people in our path that need to hear it.

(Acts 17:24), and (from earlier in this same letter) that we The defense we areth¢e o gi
fiare being built up as a spiritual house for a holy hope thatisinyoud I n context, this
priesthood, to offer up spiritaacrifices acceptableto  flivinghop@ t o whi ch we are born
Godb (1 Pet. 2:5). Fr om t h evkiaghis poane guairgoerdives aw we lice@ut oussaleation. h a
Peter is reminding his readers that ultimate reality is Such eternal hope shines brightest when we have the least
spiritualinnaturdt hat it i s a bl e s asongo hope in anything ef this lifeo In theGarelod s

name in this life and that no one can cause ultimata,ha persecution, Peter knew thas readers would be held fast
even i f one is tortured obykGobtésds foac€handtbdbbasakhke
Immediately from this, we see the Spititected  showed under duress would confuse and intrigue their
response t cAndude nosfearctheit imtimidation,iersecutors. It is then, when we have every reason to
anddonotbetroubled ( 3: 14b) . Ho w mdespgir but homeeirs Christ nevertheless, that our defense i
throughout Scripture are we commanaed to fear? Most made for His glory. Peter further exhorts his readers to
sources | could find referenced well over 300 timeswe acke | i v e r  twith gentlehess amdrevereiddethe
t o ldalnotffeay dfearfnot chavénofegr © or s amelotilsernot vindication i n t
construction of the same idea. Clearly God is the end that God may be praised, even by those who
communicating that fear of anyone or anything other thampersecute us. Our defenseéslly not about us at all, but
Him is not beoming to His followers. about God who redeemed us by the blood of His Son. This
Peter goes further than commanding us not to feas,the reason for our hope.
enjoining us to turn from fear to confidence and continuing In addition to being ready to answer for our hope,
in the wor k of 8utsancshitChngtias Retebgivésdisnaaather areaiof active obedience as a
Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make adefenbee | i ever 6 s r e sfpecahrs keefitagoofl e e | i
to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hopeonscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered,
that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverénce( 3 : 1those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to
This passage, for generations the rallying cry to evangelishame. For it is better, if God should will it so, that you
and apologetics, sits s g usuffeefbrgoingwhattishight ratherdrar for dginvhadis t e r ¢
discourse on how Christins ought to live in the face of  wrongd ( -37). In@ssence, he says that we ought to
persecution. Peter makes it plain that the opposite of feapisclaim the Gospel and we ought to back it up by living as
obedience to the calling with which we were called. though it were true. We ought to live in such a way that
This key command of the passage begins with théhose who would persecute us for the sake of Christ will be
absolutely necessary step of sanctifying Christ as Lord irput to shameyour Christlike character.
our hearts. This is not about anything we do for Christ (as if In restating the theme of 2:12®, he reminds us
we could add to His holiness) but rather a further statemaggin that suffering for wrongdoing is the natural order but
of what He has done and continues to do for us. Becausghidesuffering for righteousness finds favor with God and
is the Lord, we need to place our fear correctly (as Matt.t ur ns heads on ellaeworthaftheReasu | v
10:289 we neel to reverence Christ above the fear of mas foolishness to those who are perishing, but to those of us
and submit to His authority above all others. When we hawvieo are being saved it is the powerof God( 1 Cor .
re-aligned our priorities, setting our hearts to listentoHima nd t hat t Klaist ongifiesha gy e tRews
alone, then we can obey actively, proclaiming His truth. a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishriess( 1 Cor .
Peter descr i badsfenseu r( tvhiet2@elta messsegembodied in one who shares in the
render sanstvdbi)s ashift h i s t r asofferdingstofeCtristf patiently endureng unjust punishment,
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is so counterintuitive t osuffehing fomiesake dfdighteonsngss, beliesets are trulyc a 1
ignored. Just as the cross itself, such obedience is a blessed and God is truly glorified.
stumbling block to some and foolishness toess, but all As we will see in the coming chapters, the road of
who witness it are moved. It has been written that the blaaadfering is not for a select few, but is the calling of all
of the martyrs is the seed of the Churdhe power of God believers. May we be ready with an answer for our hope
manifested in their obedience to the same Word they ~ when ourtime comes.
faithfully proclaim is a powerful message indeed. In

Justin Lonas is editor @isciple Magazine

Points to Ponded by David L. Olford
Experiencing God Fully: A Passionate Prayer

Text: fiFor this reason | bow my knees to the Father...thabuter man as wasting away or perishing, but the inner
He would grant youéthat ydbpemagnbebéihfpedewewbdadhyt!t
full ness of GodéNow to Hi that Gaal cag &nd dogsétiengthenpeople physichllyebute r .
Amed ( Excer p83%42%).rom Eph. Paul is talking about something deeper here. He is talking
about tte real you inside that body. Paul is talking about a
Thoughtt Among Godbés desires farengthuvdthinaus thadthesSpint ef Gqulerebleis.s t h a't
we experience God Himself fully in our lives. And this If you have truly trusted in Christ for your
points us to the passage of Scripture before us. This desfoggiveness and accepted Him unreservedly into your life as
of God is seen and s ensedSavierand lom, tharptie $Holy Seirit 6f Sodtughs thap r a y
thebelieve s i n Ephesus, and i tabdutand@audhadvebeahban agam. ThedSpirit of Sodthas d
The prayer is all about experiencing God in His fullness iantered your life. Paul is praying that this same Spirit would

our lives. empower these believers. The blessing is that Paul is asking
God the Father to give what He desires to give.
The Primary Reason for This Prayer (1415) But , PRyaestlcaneerningaghe power of the

It might surprise you to know that this is the only Spirit of God is connected to some wonderful words that
time that Paul speaks of bowing loien knees in prayer. f o | | tlatChristimay dwell in your hearts through faith
What was the real reason for this passionate payer? The(17).
Apostle is concerned for the spiritual growth of the
Ephesians. They need to experience the truths oftheLo@l) Experi ence Chri st ds Prese
that Paul had taught and experienced Himself. In addition, Paul is speaking to believers here, and there is a
this praer is a bridge between the great truths of the firstspecial emphas here. People smarter than | have pointed
half of the letter, and the application of those truths in theout that the idea here is one of continuous dwelling. It is
second half of the letter. Paul is going to call these one thing for someone to enter your house, it is another for
Ephesians to a fAworthy wa thémtadbe at hadne, todive,do dwedl, ttorstayn Raul s hoa n d
are radically differentrbm the world around them. Before talking about salvation fromrsihere, he is talking about
he sets forth this ChristchosdwhékbowshifiptahdhoChei gt

appreciate this prayer, we need to understand also: to make that possible, but the result is for fellowship with
Christ at the deepest level.
The Limitless Resources for This Prayer (16a) Godobés desire has al ways

Paul is going to pray for some amazing things to with His people, to liven their midst, to indwell them.
happen. In sbrt, he wanted the Ephesians to experience Now Christ Himself is not wanting just to come in, but to
God more fully. Wild.l Go d dawe fdldwship ®ith GsaThis i@latidnshib @stablishedsir? P ¢
next phrase answers those questions? Paul is asking Gddwe is just the beginning of understanding of the love of
gi ve or gr an taccording to the ricleesnd t Ghirist.g
Hisglory 6 You c¢ anno tthatgdudoenots o met hi ng

have. God has the r esour c8) &xpérienceaVieaswetess Lovb e Apost | eds |
So |l etbds consider the awes omdéaulgesu ® sotkisov thalove di Chsist whicta y e r
passesknowledge ( 19a) . Paul i s expt

1) Experience the Spirit 0tesdbeliswens thattheir understanding and experience of
fiTo be strengthened with might through His Spirithe love of Christ would grow in every way, and especially
in the inner maa  ( 1inéahoyher plac®aul speaks of the
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be enriched by the knowledge of Ghiti 6 s | ov e t h a ty e sacdordimg to the power that works in,u®

believers have. God can do so much more than we think or imagine. We
What a wonderful thing it is when we share the need to be confident that God is able to work powerfully in
love of Christ with other believers! It is wonderful to ourlivesPaul 6s movement iinto pre

compr e hedlsaint®t hb measur e o mustGrbst God tb doghis warkvoar lives.

which i s i n f ac graspingmevaistuhr aabll | )Conintitrnest tofiod and Higory. This was

sants reminds us that we are not to be exclusiveinour Paul 6s heart, and it i s the
fellowship. TheGentilesin Ephesus were to appreciate thdtlled with the fullness of God. We need to remember that
they were a part of the Church that is claimed by God thé&od will only work in and through us for His own glory. It
Father, Redeemed by God the Son, and Sealed and has to be for Hislgry. And this glory does not just come

Strengthened by God the Holy Spirit through our individual lives, but through the whole Church,
These requests of Paul move from one to the other.Christ Jesus.
They are not identical, but they are interconnected. And he |l dono6t claim to underst
reaches the end by praying some audacious words: this prayer is a key to Christian living.
It is a real relationship with the Lord that
4 Experience Godos Ful | nessensgthens, and grows and fills our lives. When everything

fi¢ That you may be filled with all the fullness of is open and given to the Lord, when we want His glory
Godd ( MHhén)God lovingly dominates a life, it is fillednore than anything else, He will do what only He can do to
with Him and becomes more and more like Him. You sedill our lives with His love and Himself. It is a miracle as
God wants to fill your life with Himself. This is His real and amazing asassing the Red Sea, His fullness in
purpose. It is His provision, also, so that the Christian lifeour lives!
can be Iworthy d ma n aonaheréis thNe
guestion: Is this what we really want? Do we want to be Thrust: If you pray this prayer like Paul (not just once, but
filled by God, with God, and for God? | hope your answeas a daily attitude of faith), God may just answer this prayer

is Ayes. o beyond your wildest imagination. Where do you start?
Answer the qudsyt iwvoam,t fDhad sl? or
The Worshipful Response to This Prayer (221) you are saying AYESO for the
Paul jumps immediately into one of the most the challenge is to make Pal

beautiful statements@r ai se and dox ol espyegsion di yur degie to @dpdrieneevGed more fully.
read. Paul is on fire! At the heart of these words of praise

are two underliningl)real it i Baidl.Olford eached expositavynprebchifiget.Union
Confidence in God and His power. God can do what Paul Universityodés Stephen Ol
has just prayed Hinowhoisabldh €@ key phrase is 0 Tennessee.

The Story behind the Son@ by Lindsay Terry

Rich and theIndian Children
Song: AAwesome God

fiLet all the earth fear the Lord: let all the dressed in their best, and this was to be an evening of
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him ( Ps . @d@ship.) .

Michael W. Smith had this to say about his friend Each person on the program presented his or her
Rich Mullins: ARi aripactedmei f eusiaahofferimyacscompanibdeby keeautiful lighting and
more than anyone | knowé. dhasbhabpkgial effatts. Aftei severa pedanneabcesyarnan e
songs | i ke he did, and | akedontotleestage ant toak his ptaceat the piand. A e
poets in our industry. | love Rich Mullins. No one will evechoir was behind him. As the lights were going up, Rich
know how much |61 mi s s h Mullinstbegan to play, some thought somewhat

Would you like to have known the spiand prematurely. He was dressedseruffy jeans and flannel
humility of Rich Mullins? It was manifested one evening ishirt and was unshaven. He scarcely looked up from the
1995 at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, Tennessee. pi a n o . He was presenting hi ¢
great crowd had gathered for the opening of the Gospel God 6. The music ceased, the
Music Association6s annuatlppedawadenut i of. skEgbditt e Beacth wa:
mounted as the attendees ae@imany of the recognizable Before | go any fuher with this story, | readily
names in contemporary music. The performers were  admit that | do not have the facts surrounding the writing of
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Mullinsd song. Rich went homd&ichlavedpaor civldréniand sperd theLearnirdys i n
September of 1997, before | could get his story. He died from his music for causes that benefitted them. He lived the
a tragic automobile accident. But my brief story  Mu | ldsti twoyears of his life on the Navajo Indian Reagon
life is the story behind his song. near the ArizondNew Mexico border, working among

Rich was born Richard Wayne Mullins in 1995, inimpoverished Native Americans. He believed that music
a small community near Richmond, Indiana, into a Quakevas the language of the soul, and wanted to give this gift to
home. The people in his community called him Wayne ashe children.

he grew up, for fear of confusing him with his lenc I also |l earned from Rich
Richard, who loaned him the money to make his first  yearsofhid i f e, alt hough Rich cou

album. His parents, John and Neva, recognized that he he only allowed himself a yearly wage of $27,000, the
showed a tremendous musical ability early in life. average wage for a man in the U.S. Mullins was never
Ri chds mot her said t hamarriednse higineother iwmaking sike ticahthewwnangy he left
about five years of age, he was in the roonetistg to his  behind goes to the causes he loved solg® which
older sister, Debbie, practice her piano lesson. She becaimaudes helping children.
very frustrated after trying several times to play a song AfAwesome Godo was voted
without making mistakes. In desperation, she left the roosungs of the 1990s by the Christian Research Report.
Rich climbed onto the piano bench and played the song May you and | recognize that in everything, our
perfectly.Mrs. Mullins, from another room, complimentedHeavenly Father is omnipotent, omniscient, and
Debbie on finally getting it right. omnipresent. His majgs power, and might are far beyond
As a youngster attending the Quaker meetings, our ability to comprehend. Yet this great and awesome God

Richds opinion of some of inditds gou and e ta fellonshiptwitheHime diferingaudr w a ¢

than complimentary. He thought the poetry and the musieatrnal life through His Son.
settings vere poor. It was not until he saw the effects the © 2008 by Lindsay Terry. Used by permission.
music had on people he respected that he changed his mind.

He attended Cincinnati Bible College, and, while  Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40
there, formed a band called Zion, which played local years, and has written widely on the background of great
engagements. Of course, he later becamejar mecording  hymns and worship songs including the bobksuld Sing
artist and formed a band to tour with him, which he called of Your Love Foreve2008), from which this piece is
the Ragamuffin Band. excerpted, an@he Sacrifice of Prais€2002).

Church Buildersd by Bernard R. DeRemer

Scholar and Theologian: J. Sidlow Baxter

J. Sidlow Baxter (1963999) wadorn in Australia Young Life Campaign (a nedenominational outreach
but grew up in England. He barely survived numerous organization) in England and traveled around the country
childhood illnesses, climaxing in pneumonia. Doctors eveaataying for conferences and events.
despaired of his life in those years before modern drugs and  Then, at the tender age of 19, he sensed the Lord
vaccinations have made such diseases comparativelyraceal | i ng hi m t o 0 psaleatiootoat h e
At the heght of his illness, however, his godly mother hungry worl d. 6 He attended
fervently prayed, and Baxter miraculously recovered in where he was a diligent and dedicated student, always near
short order. Aithe top of his batch. o He

His mother, a police court missionary, distributedthe faith from the past, especially John and Charles Wesley.
tracts while witnessing faithfully and fervently through  Hewas also good with languages, especially Greek, and
slum areas. When Baxter was 18e $1randed him a Bible enjoyed studying Church history.
i ns c rWhatevdr He daith unto you, doit ( J o h n 2 : Bfjer this time, Baxter married Ethel Smith, and

In spite of these spiritual roots, Baxter spent yearthey welcomed a daughter, Miriam, into the world. He went
pursuing the godless pleasures of the world. Readinga on t o pastorates in the Bri
sermon by Charles H. Spurgeon, however, brought suchCharlotte Chapel, the largest Baptist Church in Scotland,
conviction hat he immediately gave his life to Christ. for nearly 20 years. Later, he traveled widely in the U.S.,

A lifelong musician, Baxter also enjoyed reading Canada, Africa, and Australia, visiting many mission fields.
and writing poetry. Music, his first love, would prove to béde spent much of his later ministry as a speaker, author,
a springboard into ministry for him and played a large roland evangelist rathéinan in pastoral work.
throughout his life. He became a piari@tthe National

t
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At age 63, Baxter developed acute diabetes and a Of Baxt er 6dshooRs6he s aspeciallg h e
crisis occurred. He was rushed to the hospital and it seemedembered for his epiexplore the Bookcommended by
t hat any further travel tAdpreacRogbdes Wasdawascofmpr &
hope. o0 During this time hBi bhdéwi reocmat kpatal vekésoshnu
largepr i nt Bi bl e o p &hofdargivetiPal a ks mmi @ar 8esfiaround the worl
thine i0i lei t aeeé test i fiiactudeOur HighkCdlirgwlo6ssDoek &bdiStlliGuide? vy
as if a voice had shout ed(1971t),camChhistiam HAdimess: RésBidiall land Bestdtedi s ¢
heal you. 60 (2977).

He found that he had been laid low by the Lord in To be around Baxter was
ordertobehumbled fit o t each me mo deelared.dmspglard weat to be with the Lord at the end of
dependence upon Himself, more prayerful yieldedness td.999, his life aimost completely spanning ti¥ 2entury.

o e
o f
d

Him so that He might |ift me up to reconditioned ser\
Soon the signs of healing appeared and he was able to Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of
resume his ministry. heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for

In the foll owi npreaghedar s, h RulpifiHelpskagazind. ldedcontinues to serve in this
lectured and wrote books, put more time in than ever, and capacity as a volunteer contributoisciple. He lives in
had more tokens of blessing than ever bef WeseLiberty, Q. | e ¢
what i tmoumtaus with wingsias eagle® and
enjoyed better health even than before his illness. Reference: This article based on information from the
Moody Bible Institute Library.

Couns el ordbby Ja@es RudgGray

The Pilgrimage of Grief

Editorés not e: Rudy was uaradvdr eompletely goneo Healttyegriehmeans that arperson |

month, save are reusing his colunfrom the dily 2000 is making new relationships, engaging in different activities
issue ofPulpit Helps Thank you. and developing inner resourcefulness as a person.
Grief is a universal experience thetnscends Above all, grieving in a healthy way means

every type of human barrier. The pain of loss is commonrecognizinghat God is real. Grief is a reality but so is the
the human family, for any important loss triggers grief. Weomfort and hope God sends to His believing child. The
will grieve; the real issue is how we choose to grieve.  Bible is very clear that death is not the final chapter.
While the stages of grief may differ from person tdNeither is grief. How we grieve is the key. First
person, a healthgrieving process will move through Thessalonians 4:18B 4 s We do not Wianyou to be
different phases. At the core of this process are our uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep that you
emotions, the changes we experience, bodily distresd, amday not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. For if we
if the death of a loved one is invoh@&eh preoccupation  believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will
with the image of the deceased. bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in J&susA
After the initial los, feelings of grief may strike  major force h moving on in the Godiven experience of
someone unexpectedly. The pain or sadness that suddeugiyef is to plant our faith firmly in the truth of God about
touches a person weeks or months later seems like a  death and loss. God loves His people. He will never desert
surprise that comes out of nowhere. That is the nature ofthem, especially in the time of sorrow and grief.
grief. Perhaps the best counsel for healthy ghefapy is
Norm Wright has an excellent bodRgcovering gi ven by Paul i nBekteaGfast, i nt hi &
fromthe Losses of Lifehat can be very helpful for church immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
groups. We have grief support/recovery groups at our  knowing that your toil is not in vain inthe Lodd. T h e
church that has used this material effectively. reality of grief can be a growing time when we are aware of
The pilgrimage of grief is an emotional journey thé#te truth and presencé the living Christ
takes time to make. It involves pain but ajgsowth.

Grieving people need to feel safe. They need the James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by
acceptance, patience, understanding, and sensitivity of the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a
friends and supporters. They need encouragement to member of the American Association of Christian

identify, face, and work through their feelings. Moving on Counselors. He serves as the pastor of Uticai&aphurch
is important but that does not arethat the feelings of grief in Seneca, S.C.
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Book Reviewd 7/26/10

In God We Trust: Why Biblical Authority Matters for examines the shaky substitutes for biblical authority that
Every Believey Steve Ham, 201Master Books (New mankind relies on, and showsat any true authority must
Leaf Publishing) Green Forest, Ark., ISBN have its origin with the Cr

9780890515839, 239 pages, $12.99, softcover. AUt hority of Godo, expands
through each person of the Trinity. The final section,

AAut hority and Christian Pr
implications of biblical authority in the daily life of a
believer, in worship, in the family, in the Church, and in the
Imission of the Gospel.

Ham is not covering any new ground heral of
his points have been addressed before by other gifted
authors. Stillln God We Trusproves to be a bettéhan
. average book on apologetics, making a robust case for
understanding ohe world, Christianity and the power of Scripture. Its focus is not so

We Trulth-?}gr%lljjzshtl%lOJO%UQhg;gésﬁgas(%?ﬁﬁl?gogG much on defending the faith to skeptical outsiders (though it
\ is,useful for that) as on shoring ugetbften wobbly beliefs

founder and president Ken Ham) shows that we all depehsdf d ~ hri . Tt oh
on some sort of authority for our worldviews to avoid the © todayos Christians wit

il oose hi nfateandthabbiblicdd dutherity is a
worthy bedrock that makes our faith both reasonable an

Answers in Genesi®s an organizatiohas
contributed greatly to the Christian intellect by equipping
believers to understand why they believe ithay believe
(and why it matters). Though they are most renowned fo
their work in promoting youngarth creationism, their
focus is really one of biblical authoréiywhether or not we
can trust the Bible to be accurate and to guide our

d]ustin Lonas

€
C

-~

C

t

authentic. t Al
The book is broken down into three sections. In t rg(? ' logeti
first, AThe Substance of Eet_gpgorg?'?scyg, Ham il lustrates
need for authority (and the consequences of its absence),a €. Recommende
News Update
U.S. Teens Hesitant to Evangelize, Study Finds I nquisition: Religious Per se

Mission News Network reports that Christianteerssr i t i ci zes t he fAoppressive
in the U.S. are less enthusiastic about sharing their faith regulate religious hatre@hristian Todayeports.
than they were in 1998. The report 6 siesasaystheovagye J on

According to a new study fromthe BarnaGuwpu nat ure of the | aws has | ed
l ess than half of teenagetbBe¢poUo6gbhbanscotgssangtitakelhpyv
explained their beliefs to someone with different faithviesa c k door . 06 he asks, fAls th
in the last year. In 1997, that number was almostthid pr udent i n its understandi
of teenagers (63 percent). shouldbe free, with no penalty for error, to mobilize the

il think many teens aspoweeand resauscesyidhe atafe against brdingry citizens
students have really bought into the cultural view of who make comments about rel
tolerance, 0 said Terry Erickson, | nt er Religios Today Summarigss t
Fell owship National Director of Evangel i sm. AYou don
want to offend anyone, s oAdoptienlrecteasesn?26 Pardent fot 20h0¢ Rethany s h
faith. So we see lots of studenttst have to get over that Says

hurdle in college if they wa ChristihtnoONewsWiregports thegteehtibongon. O

e
e
n

Religion Today Summariess anuar yds earthquake in Hai
in U.S. adoptions.
Report: Christians Unfairly Targeted by U.K. Hate Bet hany Christian Servic
Laws adoption agency, says overall international and domestic

A new report has found that Christians in Britain adoption placements have risen 26 percent over the same
are disproportionately targeted by laws intentbegrevent time period in 2009. The organization says Huteuntry
religious hate cri mes. T h adopgdnplacemenraeupdppencerand iMeACOUNtly w
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adoption inquiries ahead by more than 5,000 requests Cal I t o Action committee. i\
during the same six month time period of 2009, totaling ame believe these findings can lead to vitality for many more
unprecedented 10,567 inquiries. congregations. 0

Bethany ascribes these increases in part to the Haiti Overall, 60 percent of churches with over five small
crisis and the need to find safe horfe@schildren who lost groups have high vitality compared to only 19 percent of
one or both parents dur i nchurthésevitheahaee or fewengrdups.. A The f i gur
Bethany released show strong improvement as we confront Religion Today Summaries
the global orphan crisis, but the need still remains as there
are still an incredible number of orphaned children who American Christian Volunteer Killed in Uganda
wat for their oforever f anBombing, 6 said Bill Bl acqui ere
president and CEO at Bethany Christian Services. Worthy Newseports that an American aid worker

Religion Today Summariesyith Invisible Children was killed in a bomb attack in
Uganda on July 11. Police believe the Islamist group al

Pastors: Oil Spill Opens Doors for Ministry Shabaab is responsible for the attacks.
Baptist Presseports that pastors in all five states Nat ¢ ek@0 Henn was kill ed
that border the Gulf of Mexaare feeling the heat. American Christians were injured after a bomb detonated

fildm sensing a | ot of whdegreywe wachingdne World Cup in Rampafat e r ,
commercial fisherman and pastor of Barataria Baptist Henn worked with Invisible Children, a San Diegased
Church in the Lafitte, La., area, about 30 miles southeasigpbup that helps street children and child soldiers.
New Or | eans. i | just talked e@amlky twhirkemofwnitmg uwi tah ¢
ourlbcal business owner s, a yeartaadrahalf and leaves behinda eyadyiofhonerh o 6 d
a thriving business for 1tegitgamns 6 e Paiicé ed tSheé dgr dkPE «
this boat captain are beginning to realize they may be oulvetked with several former child soldiengrnedstudents

business, even when this wh®gaehénrtheAcholiname Otekdhw c h means
Painter said he saw an oil sheen in thgdu forthe St r ong One. 0
first time on Wednesday. Barataria Baptist Church is able to Religion Today Summaries

provide meals for those in the community without

sustenance, because BP gives them meals unused by wg@ikavez, VVenezuelan Church Clash over Freedoms
crews, which the church di st mhelnssdciied PredsFePpdrtSthat Veneflélanhi N g
opportunitytomirs t er  wi t h t he r es grsidéntHugoRavel i8 BicredsinylyéeAcrosiching @n
the pastor said. religious freedom in the country. The vast majority of
Religion Today Summariesyenezuelans are Roman Catholic.
In the last week, Chavez has accused church leaders
Small Groups, Inspiring Pastors Impact Church of lying, while Cardinal Jorge Urosa says he was right to

Vitality remain in Rome and warn the

A new study shows churches with connected grabs. Al dondét | i ke the i ns
congregations are more |ithel yamaveadhi dpghutvilt @lointdy, o i
according to th€hristian PostChurches that have ahighi nvol ved i n politics either,
number of small groups, effective lay leadership and botlttending Sunday Mass at a church in downtown Caracas.
contemporary and traditional services are generallyhealiifB ot h si des are | o0sing respe
and lively. Urosa has accused Chavez of moving the country

These churches are also likely to include topical, towards a dictatorship, while Chavez has appealed to the
i nspirational takenadatarivenn g . Yiaardtw effectively fire Urosa.
approach to identify what works for thriving congregations Religion Today Summaries
| arge and smal |, both rur al and ur ban, al | over t he |
said Bishop Gregory V. Pal mer, chair of the denominat
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Sermon Help®$ from www.sermonhall.com

Sermon Outlines Sermon lllustrations

The Glory That Follows the Cross The Christian& Riches

Matthew 25:3632 John Bunyan wrotdilhe happy man was born in
the city of Regeneration, in the parish of Repentance unto

I. For Judas It Was Night (30) Life. He was educated in the School of Obedience; he

Il. For the Son oManIt Was HisGreatestHour (31, 32; 2 works at the trade of Diligence and does many jobs of self

Cor. 5:18 21) denial. He owns a large estate in the country of Christian

A. He who knew no sin was about to be made sinContentment and wears the plain garments of humility. He
for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God toreakfasts every morning on spiritual prayer and sups every

Him. evening on the same. He also fia®at to eat that the

B. He is now ready to reconcile all people unto  world knows not ob He has gospel submission in his
God, not imputing their trespasses unto them. conduct, due order in his aft@mn, sound peace in his

C. On the basis of His sacrificial death, whichids conscience, sanctifying love in his soul, real divinity in his
was going out to arrange, t@urch has received the breast, true humility in his heart, the Rededmgoke on
ministry of reconciliation. his neck, the world under his feet, and a crown of glory

D. Will you go out like Judas into the blackness obver his head. In order to obtain this, he praygciatly,
darkness forever? Will you go out into that eternal night?works abundantly, redeems his time, guards his sense, loves
lll. For God Himselit MeantGlory (31). Christ, and longs for glorg.
A. fiMercy andtruth are met together; righteousness
and peace have kissed each dilies. 85:10). Not Dee But Muddy
B.Goddés mercy finds expr esfspnddev.Seandso a deep preachér@sked a
C.Godbs truth i s exon e rfriendeidell,6repliedthe other smilingil'll tell you a
D.Godbs righteousness iswry.Wadanlwaé dbeyd wasnusing myself with some
E.Godds peace is off er eotherbaysireaspbol. domea themsvera goieg father out

F. God has set Him forth as a propitiation than | was disposed to go, and | was frightened. To a man
(satisfaction)fithat He might be just and the Justifier of himtho was passing by | called odf the pool dee@iNo,
who believes in JestigRom. 3:25, 26). sonphe repliedft's only muddyd o
IV. For our Lord Jesus ChristMeantGlory with God the Anonymous

Father (32)

Glenn Archer Bulletin Inserts
On Childhood/Children

Faith that Possesses Children who always get what they want will want as long
Numbes 13:30 as they get.
I. Personal FaithiiLet us go up at onée
A. Immediate response. The nice thing about raising children is that anything you
B. Immediate reaction. encounter later in life will seem like a snap.
C. Immediate repossession.
Il. Possessing Faitlfiand possessat An adolescent is a minor with a majmoblem.
A. Accept Gods promises.
B. Accept Gods provisions. Teaching kids to count is fine, but teaching them what
C. Accept Gods purpose. counts is better.
lIl. Powerful FaithfiFor we are able to overcomeit These four via th®ld Union Reminder

A. Faith that acknowledges.
B. Faith that accepts. ° Childhood is like the old joke about a small t@vane

C. Faith that attacks. blink and its gone!
Croft M. Pentz Anonymous
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uzzles and 6Toons

Chur c h HhyJoe MaKeever

“YOUL'LL BE A MUCH BETTER HOSPITAL
CHRAPLAIN ABRTER YOUL'VE BEEN A
PATIENT YOURSELE. So— WHAT WOULD
YOU LIKE — AN APPENDECTOMY?7 YoUR
TOoNSILS OUT? 1T ON THE HOUSE.”

“OUR CUENTS REPORT A HIGHER SUCCESS
RATE CF IMPRESSING PASTOR SEARCH
COMMITTEES WITH THIS THAN ANY
SUIT WE'VE EVER CARRIED!"

A

nswers to | ast i ssueds
Answers for Acrostic Number 55

PROVERBS (9:7)

1
1
2

3

Y “He that reproveth a scorner
Father Abraham's Angwers from P 17 getteth to himself shame; and
Jeddh 2Sam. 1235) he that rebuketh a wicked
Zadok thepriest(1Kigs 139) man getteth himself a blot.”
Tiwo harlots came t both caiming to be the
rdering the child to be divided A.  METTERNICH
tody to the woman who spoke B. THOUGHT
Id {1 Kings 3:16-28) C. WETTED
rsemen (2 Chron. 1:14) D. PATH
3,000 proverbs 1 . E. RAMATHLEHI
100 F. OSAGE
g G.  VEHEMENT
hron. 3:2). This was the 480th H. EARTH
tof Egypt (1 Kings 6:1) I.  RECKONS
1 Kings 7:1) J. BETHSHITTAH
I K. STAFFORD
L. LABEL
M. MEEK

Father Abraham and Hidden Wisdom
By Mark Oshman
Originally published irPulpit Helps January 1996

puzzl es:

Father Abraham’s
Question Box

The Wars of Israel and Judah

1. Which two kings of Judah made military alliances
with Syria against the kings of Israel?

2. Against which king of judah did King Shishak of
Egypt fight?

3. Which kings of Israel and Judah once united to fight
against Moab?

4. Which king of Israel gave King Pul of Assyria a thousand
talents of silver when the latter ~ marched against him?

5. Against which kings of Judah did King Jeroboam of Israel
fight?

6. Which nations formed an alliance against King
Jehoshaphat of Judah? .

7. Against which nation was King Manasseh of Judah
fighting when he was captured?

8. Against which nation was King Ahab of Israel fighting when he was
killed?

9. Against which nation was King Josiah of Judah fighting when he was
killed?

10. How many times did King Joash of Israel defeat King Hazael of Syria?

See answers on page 27

Hidden Wisdom on next page
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