
 



Page 1 

Disciple Magazine, Vol. 2, # 16, 8/23/2010ñPrinter-Friendly Version 

 

Table of Contents: 
The Cross: The Core of Christianity   -   -   -   -   -   -  1 

Your Church Is Hurting Financially? Good!   -   -   -  2 

The Highest Title Is ñMan of Godò -   -   -   -   -   -   - 4 

Exegetically Speaking-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  -   -   -  4 

Living out the Living Word-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 6 

Points to Ponder -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 9 

The Story behind the Song-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 10 

Church Builders  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  10 

Counselorôs Corner-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   11 

Book Review  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  12 

News Update-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -14 

Sermon Helps -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  15 

Puzzles and óToons-  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -17 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Cross: The Core of Christianity 
By Owen Olbricht

 
Editorôs Note: This piece originally appeared in Pulpit 

Helps Magazine in April of 2000. 

 

Along with the resurrection of Jesus, the cross 

stands central to the Christian faith. On these two hang the 

basis of our hope and salvation. In the cross we have 

forgiveness, and through the resurrection we have a Savior. 

The absence of either of these would mean no forgiveness. 

Paul affirmed this relationship when he wrote, ñFor 

if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 

the death of His Son, much more being reconciled, we shall 

be saved by His lifeò (Rom. 5:10). He tied these two 

together when he stated his goal to know Jesus ñand the 

power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 

suffering, being made conformable unto His deathò (Phil. 

3:10). 

Even though Paulôs sermons recorded in the book 

of Acts donôt overtly reflect his passion for the cross of 

Christ, his writings clearly show that the cross was central 

to his life and that of all Christians. He affirmed, ñFor I 

determined not to know any thing among you, save Christ, 

and him crucifiedò (1 Cor. 2:2). Concerning his own life he 

wrote, ñI am crucified with Christò (Gal. 2:20), and also 

stated, ñBut God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 

unto me, and I unto the worldò (Gal. 6:14). 

The impact of the cross is Godôs transforming 

power for the Christian. Those who walk each day under 

the cross cannot help but become more like the One who 

died on the cross. To those who are saved the cross is the 

ñpower of Godò (1 Cor. 1:24). There are seven key ways in 

which the centrality of the cross is seen. 

1) The cross showed the power of God to forgive 

sins, which should also influence us to forgive others. The 

writer of Hebrews stated, ñwithout the shedding of blood is 

no forgivenessò (Heb. 9:22). Jesus said, ñFor this is my 

blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the 

remission of sinsò (Matt. 26:28). Based on such forgiveness 

we are to put on a life that includes ñforgiving one another, 

if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 

forgave you, so also do yeò (Col. 3:13). 

2) The cross exhibited what should be our attitude 

toward sin. ñFor the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 

hold the truth in unrighteousnessò (Rom. 1:18). Jesus took 

the punishment for our sins by dying on the cross, ñWho 

His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that 

we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by 

whose stripes we were healedò (1 Pet. 2:24). 

3) The cross demonstrated how we should love 

each other. Concerning Jesusô death for us John wrote, 

ñBeloved, if God so loved us, we ought to love one anotherò 

(1 John 4:11). Jesus stated, ñA new commandment I give 

unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 

you love one anotherò (John 14:34). If we stay near the 

cross, we will catch the same attitude of love. 

4) The cross revealed the sacrificial service we 

should give to others. ñHereby perceive we the love of God, 

because He laid down His life for us; and we ought lay 

down our lives for the brethrenò (1 John 3:16). 

5) The cross displayed the reverential fear we 

should show God. As He struggled with the approaching 

agony of death He called on the Father, who ñwas able to 

save Him from death, and was heard in that He fearedò 

(Heb 5:7). Because of His call for help, God sent an angel 

from heaven to give Him strength during His agonizing 

struggle with the prospect of His approaching death. 

6) The cross made known the price we should be 

willing to pay for obedience. ñThough He were a Son, yet 

learned He obedience by the things He sufferedò (Heb. 5:8). 

ñLet this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 

equal with God: But made Himself of no reputation, and 

took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the 

likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He 

humbled Himself, and become obedient unto death, even the 

death of the crossò (Phil. 2:5-8). Any obstacle that would 

keep us from obeying God should not hinder us from doing 

His will, even as the fearful pain of the cross did not deter 

Jesus. 

7) The cross is Godôs basis for unity. Jesus went to 

the cross to provide a means of peace between God and 
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man, and this is the only way there could also be peace 

between men. Paul wrote that the cross made peace 

between Jews and Gentiles: ñAnd that He might reconcile 

both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 

enmity therebyò (Eph. 2:16). The cross provides the power 

to humble and evoke submission, and in this way, bring 

together the people of God who will be affected by the 

cross. 

Never stop preaching the cross of Christ. The 

church that abandons that is no longer a church at all. 

Gospel Light 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Church is Hurting Financially? Good! (Hereôs Why) 

By Joe McKeever
 

In these tough economic times, most churches have 

seen better days financially. See if this scenario sounds like 

a church you know: ñThe deacons of our church are really 

on the pastorôs back. The church is running behind in 

finances and theyôre blaming it on him for lack of 

leadership. The monthly business meeting turns into a cat-

and-dog fight. The treasurer puts a negative spin on 

everything, the critics of the pastor are unleashed to harass 

him, and the poor preacher stands there and takes it. Whatôs 

wrong with our church?ò 

Having pastored churches since November of 1962, 

I need to say something here which I wish every church 

leader would heed: Itôs okay to be running behind 

financially sometimes. Itôs not the end of the world. In fact, 

it could even be the best thing that ever happened to you if 

you handle it well. Letôs talk about how to turn this sorry 

state of affairs into a blessing for the Lordôs people. 

1) First, there is a reason only the spiritually mature 

should serve in key leadership positions. Put a novice on a 

finance committeeðno doubt because he now works for the 

bank or has landed a job as an investment consultant, 

whatever that is!ðand when he sees the church finances 

dipping into the red, he rises up. He has found his calling. 

This is the part of the balance sheet he understands: red is 

bad. And we have to do something about this! 

Mature Christiansðamong other things, that means 

they have some history in church workðknow that these 

things go in cycles. They know that there can be a hundred 

reasons for the offerings to slacken, and since they have 

been in the Lordôs work for years, they have learned not to 

panic. You donôt want to go through the budget with a 

machete, maiming the program and injuring staffers due to 

a momentary lull in the contributions. This is the very 

moment the faithful need to show their faith in the Lord of 

the Church. 

2) Keep reminding yourself that this church belongs 

to the Lord Jesus Christ. Any leader who thinks this church 

is completely dependent on him is fooling only himself. Itôs 

the Lordôs church; He is its resource, and He ñneedsò none 

of us.  

To the pastors of Ephesus, the Apostle Paul said, 

ñShepherd the church of God which He purchased with His 

own bloodò (Acts 20:28). Itôs His church. Start believing 

that and quit buying into the heresy that everything starts 

and ends, stands or falls, on the pastorôs leadership. 

We pastors sometimes encourage this fatal fantasy, 

usually when the work is flourishing and we decide itôs 

because of our visionary leadership and inspired sermons. 

The flip side of that coin is that sooner or later the offerings 

will decrease and you will get the blame and pay the cost.  

Any leader who believes the church depends on and 

ñneedsò a particular church member because of the large 

checks he writes is buying into another falsehood. Godôs 

church needs no one. ñPastor, if we donôt make some 

changes, Mr. Crenshaw says heôs out of here. And as you 

know, he owns the mill in this town and employs half the 

members. Iôd hate to think where this church would be 

without him.ò Answer: Letôs find out. Stay the course, 

pastor. Do not let yourself be blackmailed by threats from 

anyone. Godôs church requires no puny checks from 

anyone. ñIf I were hungry, I would not tell you. The cattle 

on a thousand hills are mineò (Psalm 50:10,12). 

My testimony is that over the decades I never saw 

my church hurt onceðnot even one timeðwhen some 

disgruntled member left and ñtook his checkbook with 

him.ò In time, I concluded that the Lord was determined not 

to let a carnal member harm His Body.  

3) Keep in touch with the other church leaders in 

your city. I pastored a church in this city for nearly 14 

years. One day, at a time when our church was hurting 

financially, I happened to be in the office of a nearby pastor 

friend. He said, ñI donôt know whatôs happening here, but 

our finances have been low lately. Itôs got my people 

worried.ò Thatôs when it occurred to me that the finances of 

his church and mine might be related. Perhaps something is 

going on in the communityða plant closing?ðthat affects 

us all.  

If I could snap my fingers and change one thing in 

the culture of our church leadership in this country, it would 

be this: leaders in one church would know the leaders in 

other churches in their community and meet with them from 

time to time. They would gain a perspective on their church 

situation that nothing else could provide. 

4) When your church is hurting financially, here are 

some suggestions:  

A) Look at the total picture, not just at the cash 

flow. For instance, if the income is down 10 percent and the 
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expenses are down an equal amount, then youôre doing all 

right.  

B) Bear in mind that budgets are merely estimates 

as to what you expect to receive and to pay outðthey are 

rarely exact. Do not make an idol of a budget. Your 

churchôs not meeting your budget might even be irrelevant. 

C) What is the churchôs bank balance? If itôs all 

right, then relax. Even if you see it gradually dipping over 

several months, unless youôre at the critical period of 

running a negative balance, do not panic.  

D) If the church is hurting financially, are there 

other resources available to help? Letôs say you are running 

a deficit each month of, say, $5,000, and the bank balance is 

almost gone. Is there a savings account the church has, 

perhaps for future construction or various designated 

projects, which you can borrow from? Is that legal, 

someone asks. Sure. All it takes is a vote of the church and 

a plan for paying it back. 

What is not legal is to take money designated for 

one cause and redirect it to another without the consent of 

the donor. The last church I pastored had all kinds of 

designated accounts. At any given time, the total in the 

bank for these would amount to over $200,000. When we 

needed extra money temporarily, we borrowed it from 

ourselves. 

E) When was the last time someone told the 

congregationðthe entire membershipðof the financial 

needs facing the church? And by this I mean, told them in a 

great, positive, inspiring way that laid the facts out and 

challenged the people to be faithful? 

In one church I served, the finance committee 

resisted the very idea of going before the congregation (in 

Sunday school assemblies was my suggestion) and laying 

out our money needs. ñIt will upset them,ò I kept hearing. 

Thatôs when I learned the lay leadership had shielded the 

congregation from this kind of knowledge for a generation. 

Assuming their intentions had been honorableðwhich is 

questionable, if you want to know my opinionðthey did a 

great disservice to the people of the Lord. 

5. Does your church have a regular program of 

stewardship education? If not, there is your culprit. A good 

stewardship program means at least three things: 

A) The pastor preaches on money. Show me a 

church where the pastor never preaches on money and Iôll 

show you a congregation of the unfaithful. Furthermore, he 

is encouraging their unfaithfulness. Money is such a 

powerful force in the lives of every person, believer or 

pagan, that there must be a constant emphasis before the 

Lordôs people for them to keep it in check. Refuse to preach 

on the subject and you have unleashed its destructive power 

into their lives. 

My observation is there are two main reasons why 

pastors do not preach on money: The first is an attitude that 

says, ñOur needs are being met and we donôt need any more 

money. So I have no need to preach on it.ò Answer: this is 

one reason for preaching on moneyðñthat there might be 

provisions in the Lordôs houseò (Malachi 3:10)ðbut there 

are 99 other reasons. Jesus taught that by our giving we lay 

up treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:20). The other reason 

some pastors avoid the subject is the charlatans among us 

who preach a prosperity gospel and have made us shy away 

from such sermons. The answer: preach it anyway. Just 

because there are quacks in the medical profession does not 

mean there is no such thing as good medicine. 

B) The staff and financial leadership conduct a 

stewardship campaign each year. Such a campaign needs to 

be led by the godliest, most mature and highest respected 

layperson in the church and a team of his/her selection. 

Sunday school lessons will be taught and testimonies given. 

There need to be posters and videos and other means to 

drive home this great issue to members.  

C) Members are asked to commit themselves to be 

faithful stewards. Asking for commitments as a part of a 

stewardship campaign is as necessary as an invitation at the 

end of an evangelistic sermon. Without it, people listen 

politely, then turn away and go back to their old ways.  

The pastor of a church these days must be a man of 

courage. In a sense, that has always been the case, but itôs 

true even more so today. The stresses upon him, the 

constant criticism hurled at him, the pressures from within 

and withoutðall conspire to dampen his ardor and cool his 

devotion. Donôt let it happen, pastor. Stand tall. Be strong. 

Speak out. Do it for Christôs sake, not because itôs popular 

or because the deacons will love it (and do not refuse to do 

so because some will not love it). 

The day will come when you will look back and 

give thanks for the financial crisis. It may have 

accomplished some things that would not have taken place 

otherwise:  

It may have weeded out some of your members. 

That mill owner left and the church did better without him. 

It may have revealed which of your leaders were people of 

faith and which were not. The next time you were choosing 

lay leadership, you remembered and selected better. It may 

have caused you to pare your budget to some extent, cutting 

out waste or fat or excess. It may have forced you, the 

pastor, to examine your life to see whether you were 

leading from fear or from faith. As you stood tall in faith 

and gave strong leadership to the church in this time, the 

work flourished and the people responded.  

Some things you look back on and give God thanks 

for them. A budget crisis can be one of the best for that!  

 

Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Baptist pastor 

from New Orleans, Louisiana.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Highest Title Is ñMan of Godò 

By Larry B. Elrod 
 
Editorôs Note: This piece originally appeared in Pulpit 

Helps Magazine in May of 2000. 

 

ñThe highest honor of all honors on the face of the 

earth is that we should have a calling that links us in this 

intimate way to a great and infinite Being. When I think of 

the call to preaching and try to reduce it to one pregnant 

statement that best describes it, I cannot rise any higher than 

óman of Godô,ò declared Conrad Mbewe. 

ñI would venture to say that the Churchôs greatest 

need and, therefore, the worldôs greatest need, is men of 

Godðmen who are known to be so not because they wear 

dark collars, but because of godly characters and a ministry 

of the Book that is transforming lives and bringing honor 

and glory to the living God,ò he added. 

A Zambian who has been called ñthe Spurgeon of 

Africa,ò Mbewe is pastor of Lusakaôs Kabwata Baptist 

Church. His message, preached to students and faculty 

during a visit to Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

at Kansas City, Mo., was drawn from 1 Timothy 6:11 and 

from 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 

Mbewe noted that the two passages in Timothy are 

the only ones in the New Testament to use the phrase ñman 

of God.ò However, the phrase is used in the Old Testament 

no less than 80 times. Moses, Elijah, Elisha and David were 

all called men of God. 

ñWhat I find as a common denominator in all of 

this is that each one was a prophet of God,ò Mbewe said. 

ñHe was an individual who spent time in the presence of 

God to get a message from God. Then he would appear 

before Godôs people and say, óThus saith the Lord.ô There 

was an authority in his ministry because of his relationship 

to the Creator of the universe, the Governor of history, the 

Savior of his people, and the coming Judge of the living and 

the dead.ò 

Such men, though not voted into their positions, 

were listened to by the people because each of them was 

aligned with ñthe One who matters,ò God himself, Mbewe 

said. The title ñman of Godò is not one a pastor should 

demand from his people, but one that should reflect his 

character and the fruit of his work, the speaker added. 

ñThe very first responsibility that this great honor 

gives to all of us is that of pursuing holiness,ò said Mbewe, 

referring to 1 Timothy 6:11. ñOur chief call is not so much 

to put together messages and deliver them to Godôs people. 

It is to be sure that we ourselves are being conformed more 

and more into the image of the ever-blessed Son of God, the 

Lord Jesus Christ,ò he declared. ñThat is our first call. Our 

first business is not so much with the message as with the 

messenger himself. Our pulpits will grow in power and 

strength when they are occupied by men whose power is 

derived from godly character.ò 

Regarding the work itselfðanother aspect of being 

a ñman of GodòðMbewe noted that in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, 

ñPaul is saying that Timothy is accountable to God for a 

work entrusted into his hands.ò Describing the image 

created in this passage as one of a tradesman who has the 

job of repairing a particular kind of equipment, Mbewe 

said, ñThose who have trained him and equipped him have 

given him a box in which all the tools necessary for the 

work are enclosedé.What the Apostle Paul is saying here 

is that you had better be sure you are doing Godôs work and 

you are doing Godôs work His way, because at the end of 

the day you will have an account to give to Him.ò  

ñThe work of being a preacher is not one we 

volunteer for. It must be the fruit of a divine call,ò he said. 

ñRemind yourself, óMy instructions are from God. I do not 

get my cue from the spectators. I am a man of God.ôò 

Mbewe continued, ñMy job is the salvation of sinners and 

the sanctification of saints. I must play on that one-string 

banjo to my dying day. God help me to do it justice. I have 

a charge to keep, an account to give on that great and awful 

day. I am a man of God. My plea is that we may cry to God 

every day of our lives, óLord, make me and keep me a man 

of God.ôò 

Baptist Press 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Exegetically Speakingðby Spiros Zodhiates 
 

Jesus Speaks about His Death and Taxes  
Matthew 17:22-27 
 

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthew, 2006, AMG 

Publishers. 

 

[22] For the second timeðthe first was in Caesarea 

Philippi in northern Galilee (Matt. 16:21)ðthe Lord Jesus 

revealed to His disciples in Galilee Godôs plan for Him: 

ñThe Son of man is about (méllei, the present tense of méllǾ 

[3195], to be about to do, to be at the point of, to be 

impending) to deliver Himself (paradídosthai, the present 
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middle/passive infinitive of parad²dǾmi [3860]) into the 

hands of menò (a.t.). 

Here Jesus declared that this event that ñmust beò 

(deí [1163]), that it is imminent, near at hand. The voice of 

parad²dǾmi is middle, the action both directed by the Son of 

God and at the Son of man. The ultimate deliverer is not 

human, not even Judas, ñthe one who delivered (paradoús) 

Himò (Matt. 10:4; a.t.), but the triune GodðFather, Son, 

and Holy Spirit: ñFor of a truth against thy holy child 

Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius 

Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were 

gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thy 

counsel determined before to be doneò (Acts 4:27-28). 

ñNo man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 

myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 

take it again. This commandment have I received of my 

Fatherò (John 10:18). ñHow much more shall the blood of 

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 

works to serve the living God?ò (Heb. 9:14). 

The death of Christ is here unambiguously 

attributed to the prior, determinative counsel of the Trinity. 

Herod, Pontius Pilate, and the Gentiles did what God had 

determined beforehand to be done to His Son. Furthermore, 

the death is accomplished actively by the Son: not ñI permit 

man to take it from Me,ò but ñno one (oudeís, ónot even 

oneô created thing, man or demon) takes it from Me (i.e., it 

is not decreed to be taken), but I lay it down (actively) of 

Myself (i.e., not of anyone else)ò (a.t.). And Jesus did this 

ñthrough the eternal Spirit,ò that is, through the Holy Spirit, 

who, with the Father and Word, is one Spirit. The 

predetermined death of Christ included redemption, for in 

His death the way to eternal life was opened. Even Judas 

acted within the plan of God. Though he joined the Twelve 

for ulterior motives, he, without realizing it, fulfilled Old 

Testament prophecies (Ps. 41:9; Luke 22:21, 22). 

[23] Unable to comprehend Jesusô bodily 

resurrection, the disciples ñgrieved (elupǛthǛsan, the aorist 

passive of lupéǾ [3076], to grieve) very muchò (a.t.). If they 

had a preconception of a spiritual resurrection that left the 

physical body in the grave, they would naturally grieve for 

the loss of Jesusô bodily presence. Yet Jesus told them He 

would raise His physical body (John 2:19ï21), not just 

ascend in spirit to the Father. 

When we read the Synoptic passages, we learn 

more: ñBut they were ignoring (Ǜgn·oun, the imperfect 

active of agno®Ǿ [50], to ignore; Acts 17:23; 1 Cor. 14:38) 

this sayingò (a.t.; Mark 9:32; cf. Luke 9:43ï45). The 

translation, ñthey understood notò (KJV), is too passive 

sounding, so we have substituted the more precise 

translation ñignoredò that captures the active, volitional 

sense. This does not mean, however, that they were fully 

conscious of their motives. We tend to ignore things that 

make us confused, angry, or frightened. 

Mark 9:32, in fact, continues, ñAnd they were 

fearing (ephoboúnto, the imperfect middle of phobéǾ, to be 

afraid) to ask Himò (a.t.). The middle voice implies that 

cause and effect are both internal; that is, they were causing 

themselves to fear. How so? They subjectively reacted 

(effect) to the subjective possibility (cause) that Jesusô hope 

of resurrection was wishful thinking on His part. But this 

was not objective. Objectively, it was impossible that He 

not be raised from the dead: ñIt was not possible (ouk 

dunatón) for Him to be held (krateísthai) by [Death]ò (Acts 

2:24; a.t.). Accordingly, the subjective fear that He was 

wrong and they would never see Him again prevented their 

talking about His death. 

Luke looks beyond the facts and fears to the Lordôs 

plan: ñéand it has been hidden (parakekalumménon, the 

perfect passive participle of parakal¼ptǾ [3871], from pará, 

besides, alongside of, near; and kal¼ptǾ [2572], to cover) 

from them in order that (hína [2443], a purpose clause) they 

might not perceive (a²sthǾntai, the aorist middle subjunctive 

of aisthánomai [143]) itò (Luke 9:45; a.t.; cf. Sept.; Job 

23:5; Prov. 24:14). 

We should be careful to limit our understanding to 

the precise truth in the Greek verbs. For example, the 

perfect tense of ñhiddenò only brings the disciples up to the 

present; no strictures are put on future revelation. This is 

corroborated by the aorist tense of ñperceive,ò meaning for 

an instant; that is, there is no sense of duration. Finally, the 

prior verse (Luke 9:44) tells us that the truth that was 

partially hidden was the Son of man ñbeing deliveredò into 

the hands of men. 

Jesus had not disclosed any details of ñthe deliveryò 

at this point. For one thing, although He said ñis aboutò (v. 

22), He did not reveal when the event would occur in terms 

of hours and days, so the imminence itself may have 

frightened the disciples. Also, Jesus veiled the fact that 

Judas would be the betrayer until he performed the act 

itself. But the veil was partial. Just before this, Jesus told 

them to ñput [what was revealed]éinto [their] earsò (Luke 

9:44). 

God sometimes covers up (kalúptǾ) elements that 

are ñalongsideò or ñnearò (pará) the disclosed elements of 

predictive prophecy. He waits until we are properly 

equipped ñin His hourò to understand and absorb. We 

cannot rush God. His plan includes its own timetable. 

ParakalúptǾ, therefore, means neither full disclosure nor 

full nondisclosure. 

 [24] After the scenario at the base of the Mount of 

Transfiguration in which Jesus drove out a demon and 

taught the disciples about faith, Jesus went to Peterôs 

ñhouseò (v. 25), where He stayed frequently. Upon His 

arrival in Capernaum, some tax collectors approached Peter 

concerning Jesusô accountability to Caesar. Only Matthew 

deals with this incident, possibly because it was his former 

occupation (Matt. 9:9ï13). 
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Taxes were increased at the time of Nehemiah 

(Neh. 10:32) and again, later, to one-half shekel (two 

drachmas in Greek currency) per person for temple 

services. Exacted in New Testament times (Matt. 17:24), a 

large part of the collections was sent yearly to Rome. 

The tax collectors asked, ñDoes not your Master pay taxes 

(teleí, the present tense of tel®Ǿ [5055], to pay taxes; from 

which telǾnǛs [5057], tax collector, is derived)?ò (a.t.). 

[25] Peter, standing outside, responded simply, 

ñYesò (naí [3483], truly), not ñYes, He does not,ò but ñYes, 

He does.ò Though the answer is syntactically ambiguous, as 

in most cultures, the negative aspect of the question is 

ignored. The collectors knew what Peter meant, since they 

understood their own question. Peter would not imply that 

Jesus would do anything immoral, and he knew that paying 

taxes was moral. 

Then Peter entered his house. Jesus ñpreempted 

(proéphthasen, the aorist tense of prophth§nǾ [4399], to 

anticipate, used only here in the New Testament) him 

saying, What do you think (dokeí, the present active 

indicative of dok®Ǿ [1380], to think), Simon? Of whom do 

the kings of the earth take custom or tribute (kǛnson [2778], 

census, poll)? Of their own children (huiǾn [5207], sons) or 

of strangers (allotr²Ǿn [245], others)?ò (a.t.). 

Jesus apparently knew what the tax collectors had 

asked outside the house. His lead question forced Peter to 

think beyond the mundane ethics of tax accountability to 

higher biblical truth. The King of kings will exact the 

righteous requirements of the Law from unbelievers while 

paying off the debt for His children, thereby setting them 

free. Later, Paul constructs a complete allegory on this 

theme in Galatians 4:22ï31. 

[26] The answer was self-evident. Peter knew that 

kings impose taxes on strangers, not their children. Jesus 

concluded, ñThen (ára [686]; ge [1065], therefore 

doubtless) the children are free (eleútheroi [1658])ò (a.t.). 

He did not say ñwill beò but ñareò free, meaning as 

children. The relationship itself included freedom from this 

law of taxes that was imposed only on strangers. Similarly, 

we believers are freed from this imposition of the Law: 

ñGod sent forth His Sonéto redeem them that were under 

the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a sonò (Gal. 4:4ï

7). 

[27] God Himself, with equal discrimination, frees 

His own sons from the Law by fulfilling in Christ both its 

requirements and its penalty. Jesus was not implying that 

earthly kings were immoral by imposing taxes only on 

strangers. Nor was He implying that strangers should rebel 

for the status accorded to sons. The truth is, thatôs exactly 

what it would takeða revolution, for no king would adopt 

all his subjects to grant them equal status with his natural 

sons. 

Because the Lord has ordained government to 

defend against external aggression and prevent internal 

anarchy, it is proper to finance it (Rom. 13:1ï7). Taxes 

simply underwrite international peace and domestic civil 

order. So it is morally right to ñrender to Caesar the things 

that are Caesarôsò (Mark 12:17). 

Accordingly, Jesus said, ñBut in order that we not 

offend (skandal²sǾmen, the aorist subjunctive of skandal²zǾ 

[4624], to offend, scandalize),ò letôs give Caesar what he 

demands. The aorist tense carries the idea of not offending 

even one time. We should never avoid or cheat on our 

taxes. 

Not having the money in hand, Jesus used the 

occasion to perform another miracle. As prophesied, the 

first fish Peter landed contained the exact amount of money 

required to pay the taxes for both Jesus and himselfða 

statǛra ([4715]; ña piece of moneyò [KJV]), an Attic silver 

coin equal to four drachmae, equivalent to the Jewish 

shekel. Since one-half shekel was required per person, this 

was sufficient for the tax. 

 

Dr. Spiros Zodhiates (1922-2009) served as president of 

AMG International in Chattanooga, Tennessee for over 40 

years, was the founding editor of Pulpit Helps Magazine, 

and authored dozens of exegetical books. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Living out the Living Word ðby Justin Lonas 

 
Just for the Unjust 

1 Peter 3:18-22 
 

Part nine in an expositional series on 1 Peter. 

 

In all honesty, this is one of two passages that gave 

me pause in considering a thought-by-thought exposition of 

Peterôs epistle (the other, 4:6, is coming next month), but 

we have to recognize that every book of the Bible has some 

thorny passages. When we approach those, we should take 

the same humble approach as when we exposit the plainer 

textsðlet the text speak, let the Scripture interpret itself, 

and do not attempt to authoritatively explain things for 

which God does not offer a clear-cut humanly 

comprehensible explanation. It is with that in mind that I 

come to this installment of our series. 

Throughout the book, Peter has been urging his 

readers to live out the righteousness of God no matter what 

came their way. In 3:13-17, he reminds them of the Lordôs 

protection for those who strive after Him, encouraging them 
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to speak up when asked about their hope, and declaring that 

suffering for righteousness sake is a blessing.  

 

Christ Died Once for All 

This passage, particularly verse 18, is a bookend to 

that theme. ñFor Christ also died for sins once for all, the 

just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having 

been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.ò 

Peter gives the ultimate example of the blessedness of 

suffering unjustlyðChrist, God incarnate, died for our sins. 

Ultimate justice was sacrificed once for all injustice so that 

we who rebelled against God could be brought to Him. 

Moreover, Christ was put to death in His body, but 

made alive in spirit. The Greek words behind ñfleshò and 

ñspiritò here lack definite articles, so this is probably not 

talking about the Holy Spirit, but Christôs resurrected 

person. This is another reminder from Peter to his readers 

that their present suffering did not compare to the glory 

awaiting them at the resurrectionðultimate reality is 

spiritual, not physical in natureðthat just as Christ suffered 

wrongly and was glorified, so believers who endure have a 

firm hope of eternity (c.f. Rom. 8:16-18). 

The Lord gave Peter a profound understanding of 

the work of salvation, and he repeatedly demonstrated a gift 

for describing these truths in ways that brings them into the 

palm of oneôs hand without diminishing in any way their 

beauty, mystery, and power (notably in 1:3-12 and 2:4-10). 

His description of Christôs sacrifice here fits into that 

category. What an encouragement to his original readers 

(who were suffering cruel persecution) this picture of the 

nature of Christôs own suffering and its centrality to Godôs 

plan this must have been! 

 

Christ Made Proclamation 

When wading into the most difficult part of the 

passage, we need to bear in mind the context weôve just 

discussed. In order to rightly interpret verses 19-20, we 

have to assume that their message follows from what Peter 

has been saying throughout the book, particularly in chapter 

3. If we fail to do that, there is no limit to the unsound 

directions we could go from these puzzling words.  

After his statement of Christôs work and His being 

ñmade alive in the spirit,ò Peter writes, ñin which also He 

went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 

who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept 

waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the 

ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought 

safely through the waterò (3:19-20). At first blush, this 

raises several questions. Who are the spirits in prison? 

Where did Christ go to make proclamation to them? What 

did He proclaim? How do Noah and his time fit into the 

equation? 

While Iôve endeavored to keep this series on a 

simple, practical level of exposition, this text is one that 

does not lend itself to easy understanding through a plain 

reading. As such, Iôm going to break with the style and 

relate the interpretations of verse 19 from several 

commentators. 

Richard C.H. Lenski (1864-1936, a German-born 

pastor and theologian with a Lutheran background) saw this 

passage as referring to a definite act of Jesus in the definite 

time period between His death and resurrection. He writes 

that the descent of Christ into hell (c.f., Eph. 4:8-9) was not 

the final moment of Christôs suffering and humiliation 

before His resurrection but rather the first act of His 

triumph over death, when He proclaimed His victory over 

sin and death to the demons and disobedient men and 

women of centuries past. In Lenskiôs view, this ties in with 

Peterôs theme that it is blessed to suffer for righteousness 

because Christ who suffered unjustly now condemns those 

who punished Him and reigns over them. 

Martin Luther took a very humble approach to 

these verses, writing that this is ña more obscure passage 

than perhaps any other in the New Testament, so that I do 

not know for a certainty just what Peter means.ò He takes a 

plain reading approach, but acknowledges that it is not 

logically satisfying and professes to hold it very loosely. He 

posits that Christ preached ñin spiritò, not necessarily tying 

this to the time between His death and resurrection. He also 

proposes that those ñwho once were disobedientò is a 

synecdoche, representing all unbelieving men throughout 

history. 

John Phillips (a British-born pastor and theologian 

who worked extensively with Moody Bible Institute) also 

acknowledges the difficulty and controversiality of this 

passage. He tends to take the same approach as Lenski on 

the grounds that ékǛruxen (the Greek verb translated ñmade 

proclamationò) is not necessarily evangelistic in natureð

i.e., Jesus did not proclaim the Gospel to the spirits, but 

their final condemnation.  

Wayne Grudem (a well-known contemporary 

Reformed evangelical theologian) takes the view (c.f., 2 

Pet. 2:5, ñbut [God] preserved Noah, a preacher of 

righteousnessé.ò The Greek translated ñpreacherò is 

kǛruka, ñheraldò, which is closely related to the verb in 

verse 19) that the Spirit of Christ through the person of 

Noah made the proclamation to those who were disobedient 

(humans) in Noahôs day but were in Peterôs day ñspirits 

now in prison.ò He bases this argument on 1) Peterôs 

previous statement about the work of ñthe Spirit of Christò 

in the prophets of old (1:11; related to 2 Pet. 1:21), and 2) 

the fact that the context explains why Peter would reference 

Noahðhe stood up for righteousness when the whole world 

was against him, and he and his family were saved because 

they trusted in the Lord and did what He asked, a perfect 

type of the situation and responsibilities of Peterôs readers. 

None of the major commentators I read propose 

that this verse implies a ñsecond chanceò for the lost to 

believe the Gospel after death, though many outside of 

traditional orthodoxy (notably Mormons) have used this 
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passage to argue just that. To take that view, however, one 

must ignore the scriptures that clearly present the view that 

we are held accountable for our deeds and choices in the 

body (Heb. 9:27, 2 Cor. 5:10, etc.).  

After reading these and other theologians on this 

passage, I tend to find Grudemôs view more logically 

satisfying than the others. I prefer this interpretation 

because none of the others seem to keep their extrapolation 

grounded in the text at hand and in Peterôs overall message. 

This passage is a textbook case of the danger associated 

with interpreting seemingly odd passages isolated from 

their larger context, and I think we learn two things from 

this discussion. 

First, the ñdifficult passagesò are often revealed to 

be more straightforward than we think once we have dug 

deeper into them and endeavored to keep them in context. 

We have to remember that every word of Scripture is where 

it is for a reason, and that none should be overlooked just 

because we donôt understand it at first. Second, we tend to 

make more of such passages than the Spirit and the human 

writer intended. We have to apply Occamôs Razor (the 

principle that the simplest solution to a problem is usually 

the correct one) in reading these versesðis it more likely 

that Peter is writing about Noah and those who disobeyed in 

his day to bolster the point he is presently making or that he 

references these things to make a statement about the fate of 

men after death (which is not part of his present discussion 

at all)? If we want to strive for the most reasonable, 

biblically grounded interpretation, we do well to leave 

behind any intellectual ñflights of fancyò to which difficult 

texts tempt us. 

 

The Sign of Baptism 

Verses 21-22, while not nearly as frustrating as the 

previous two verses, nevertheless are also often interpreted 

beyond their contextual meaning. ñCorresponding to that, 

baptism now saves youðnot the removal of dirt from the 

flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscienceðthrough 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of 

God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities 

and powers had been subjected to Him.ò 

Peter, having brought up the example of Noah, 

continues with the analogy, comparing Noahôs physical 

salvation ñthrough the waterò on the ark to the spiritual 

salvation represented by the waters of baptism. Just as 

Noahôs faith (his ñappeal to Godò) led him to obey God and 

trust in His plan to save him in spite of the derision of 

others, so our faith in Christôs resurrection for our salvation 

leads us to follow Godôs path even in the face of 

persecution. 

Many through the years have used verse 21 to build 

a case for the necessity of baptism for salvation, but this is 

to commit the same error with the text as we have just 

discussed, giving import to Peterôs statement that does not 

follow from its context. The Greek phrase kai Ǜmas 

ántitupon (translated here as ñcorresponding to thatò) is 

literally something like ñalso [for] us like unto,ò giving a 

sense that the ark, just as baptism, is a symbol or type of our 

salvation. He continues, stating that it is not the physical act 

(ñnot the removal of dirt from the fleshò), but the spiritual 

attitude (ñbut an appeal to God for a good conscienceò) that 

is of consequence in this. Peterôs point seems to be to show 

that by faith, those (from the example of Noah, the few) 

who trust God through the work of Christ will be savedð

neither the context nor the grammar suggest that he is 

making a statement about the role of baptism in our 

salvation.  

Additionally, we have to consider other passages 

that indicate that baptism is separate from (nevertheless 

closely tied to) salvation. Ephesians 2:8-9 makes it clear 

that it is Godôs grace, through faith, that saves us, not any 

physical act. Jesusô commission recorded in Matthew 28:19 

puts making disciples before baptizing, and the parallel 

passage in Mark 16:15-16 indicates that belief precedes 

baptism. Acts 10:47-48 and 22:16 also reflect that baptism 

follows belief. From each of these passages, it is equally 

clear that Scripture does not know the concept of a believer 

who refuses baptismðthe act of baptism does not itself 

save, but it is given as a sign of our salvation to symbolize 

the completed work of Christôs death, burial, and 

resurrection as an outward manifestation of the inward 

change. 

 

Conclusion 

Taken as a whole, this passage is not something to 

fret over but is rather a cause for rejoicing. Because Christ, 

the just, died for the sins of the unjust, we can be reconciled 

to God. Through His Spirit across the ages, Christ has 

proclaimed His victory over sin and death and made a way 

for salvation through faith in Him. Just as He worked in the 

days of Noah, He works today to bring us to salvation. 

Because He was raised and sits enthroned with everything 

under His feet, He has authority to save us and preserve us 

against all persecution and through all suffering.  

When we encounter such passages, we cannot but 

marvel at the power and mystery of our Savior and His 

Word. They were not inspired and included in the 

Scriptures to confound and divide us, but to remind us what 

a matchless God we serve. 

 

Justin Lonas is the editor of Disciple Magazine for AMG 

International. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Points to Ponderðby David L. Olford 
 

ñJesus Aidò  

 
Text: ñFor indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He 

does give aid to the seed of Abrahamò (Hebrews 2:16). 

 

Thought: We live in a world that is experiencing crisis 

after crisis. The call for help or aid is voiced constantly 

across our fallen race. Sometimes the call is not heard. 

Sometimes help is slow in coming. Sometimes the aid 

doesnôt really meet the real needs of the people in crisis. 

Thankfully, at times there is a response from those who 

give aid, and the response meets the crisis need, at least to 

some degree.  

Praise God that our Lord Jesus meets us at our 

point of need and provides the help, the aid, we truly need. 

For we all are in a crisis situation as fallen human beings in 

this world. Hebrews 2:14-18 is found in a section of 

Hebrews in which the writer is explaining (among other 

truths) why Jesus, the Son of God, for a period of time was 

made ña little lower than the angelsò (Heb. 2:9). The simple 

truth of our text above is that Jesus gives aid to ñthe seed of 

Abrahamò and not angels.  

That might seem like an obvious point, but the 

writer wants us to grasp the wonder of the fact that the 

exalted Son of God had to become man and enter this world 

as a descendant of Abraham. That is why he had to become 

lower than the angels. To broaden this truth, Jesus became 

man, a specific Jewish man, in order to help people like you 

and me in crisis. Working forward through this passage of 

Scripture (2:14-18) notice: 

 

The Aid for Those Who Fear Death (2:14-15) 

Certainly in the sovereign plan of God, a primary 

reason Jesus had to be flesh and blood, of the seed of 

Abraham, was so that He could die a death that would 

defeat death. Through His death He ñdestroyed him who 

had the power of death, that is, the devil.ò Through that 

mysterious victory over death and the devil, those who fear 

death can be released from the bondage of that fear. We can 

say with the Apostle Paul, ñdeath is swallowed up in 

victoryò (1 Cor. 15:54, see Isa. 25:8). There is no need for 

people who have received ñJesus Aidò to be enslaved by the 

fear of death. We have received the necessary aid, the 

appropriate help to resolve the problem of death. The 

ñstingò associated with death, of course, is due to sin and 

the judgment it demands. So, consider the related truth: 

The Aid for Those Who Sin (2:17) 

Jesus became like us in order to help us, sinners in 

need of forgiveness. Of course, Jesus was and is ñholy, 

undefiled, separate from sinnersò and thus He has an 

eternal and unchangeable priesthood (7:26). As our High 

Priest, He made ñpropitiation for the sins of the people.ò 

Jesus has dealt with sin personally, completely, and finally 

(1:3-4, 9:27). This truth takes the ñstingò out of death, and 

is the basis for the release from the fear of death we 

discussed above. 

 

The Aid for Those Who Face Temptation (2:18) 

By virtue of His humanity, our Lord Jesus entered 

the arena of suffering and temptation. According to this text 

(and others), He experienced both. And by being ñone of 

usò He is able to help us at our point of need. Hebrews 4:15 

declares, ñFor we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points 

tempted as we are, yet without sin.ò  

From the standpoint of Jesusô priestly ministry, it is 

very important that He was tempted like us, even as it is 

very important that He was without sin. His sinless nature 

and life made it possible for Him to be a ñgreat High Priest 

who has passed through the heavensò (4:14). But, it is His 

sinlessness matched with His ability to ñsympathize with 

our weaknessesò (4:15), that leads to the invitation to ñcome 

boldly to the throne of grace, that we obtain mercy and 

grace to help in time of needò (4:16). We will find 

ourselves in times of need often, and we have a place to go 

and one who can hear our cry for help.   

 

Thrust:  Our ultimate crises are more than resolved through 

the aid that Jesus provides. The triple threat of temptation, 

sin, and death are met victoriously through the one who was 

willing to be made ña little lower than the angelsò (2:9). It 

is His people, with faith like that of Abraham, a faith 

focused on Jesus Christ Himself, who experience the 

benefits of His crisis ministry. 

 

David L. Olford teaches expository preaching at Union 

Universityôs Stephen Olford Center in Memphis, 

Tennessee. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Story behind the Songðby Lindsay Terry 
 

From the Darkness, A Sunbeam 

Song: ñBecause He Livesò 
 

ñAfter a little while the world will no longer see 

Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live alsoò 

(John 14:19). 

When Bill and Gloria Gaither were teachers in the 

same high school, they met and began to share ideas about 

songs. Gloria, an English major in college, would become 

in later years the predominant author of the lyrics in their 

songs, while Billôs forte was the musical setting. Bill had 

also earned a masterôs degree that allowed him to become 

the head of the English department of their high school. The 

joint efforts that had their beginning in that school 

blossomed into the most prolific husband-and-wife 

songwriting team of modern times.  

One of the most admirable characteristics of the 

Gaithers is their desire to be of assistance to other 

songwriters and musicians, especially young people. I have 

been interviewing songwriters for more than forty years, 

and on several occasions young people have recounted to 

me their experiences with Bill and Gloria. At least one 

teenager, who is a famous songwriter and musician today, 

showed up unannounced at their home one afternoon in 

Alexandria, Indiana. He was invited to come in and stay for 

supper. During the course of the evening, he was greatly 

encouraged. 

Of late, many of the older singers and songwriters 

who had all but gone into retirement are now back out on 

the road singing from one church to another and from one 

homecoming concert to the nextðthanks to Bill and Gloria 

and their ñHomecomingò series of videos, concerts, and 

music recordings. The Gaithers have co-written with scores 

of songwriters in their home, in their studio in their Indiana 

town, or in some other location. It is considered an honor 

for any songwriter to have his or her name appear at the top 

of a music selection as a co-writer with Bill and Gloria. 

Now for the story behind ñBecause He Livesò, 

perhaps their best known song. In the late 1960s, while 

expecting their third child, the Gaithers were going through 

a rather traumatic time in their lives. Bill was recovering 

from a bout with mononucleosis. They and other members 

in their church family were the objects of false accusations 

and belittlement. It was a time of fear for Gloria. The 

thought of bringing another child into this world with all of 

its craziness was taking its toll on her.  

She remembered that on New Year's Eve she was 

sitting in their living room, overwhelmed by agony and 

fear. The educational system was being infiltrated with the 

ñGod is deadò idea, while drug abuse and racial tension 

were increasing. Then suddenly and quite unexpectedly, she 

was filled with a sweet, calming peace. It was as if her 

heavenly Father, like an attentive mother bending over her 

baby, saw His Gloria and came to her rescue. The panic 

gave way to a calmness and an assurance that only the Lord 

can give. She was assured that the future would be just fine, 

left in Godôs hands. 

Both Bill and Gloria remembered that the power of 

the blessed Holy Spirit seemed to come to their aid. Christôs 

resurrection, in all of its power, was reaffirmed in their lives 

and their thinking. To Gloria it was life conquering death in 

their daily lives. Joy once again dominated the fearful 

circumstances of the day. 

All of this gave rise to one of the most famous 

worship songs of our time, ñBecause He Livesò. We can 

face tomorrow, with all of the uncertainty that it brings, as 

we realize that God holds the future and makes life worth 

living for all who trust in him. As we remember Christôs 

resurrection, we gain assurance and strength to overcome 

the frightening obstacles in life. It is also very meaningful 

and empowering to realize that Jesus lives, every day, in 

our hearts. 

 

© 2008 by Lindsay Terry. Used by permission. 

 

Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40 

years, and has written widely on the background of great 

hymns and worship songs including the books I Could Sing 

of Your Love Forever (2008), from which this piece is 

excerpted, and The Sacrifice of Praise (2002). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church Buildersðby Bernard R. DeRemer 

 

Practical Pastor: Thomas Chalmers 
 

Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) was ñone of the 

most eminent and practical pastors of his age or any age.ò 

He served various Glasgow churches and was a founding 

leader of the Free Church of Scotland. 

 Born at East Anstruther, Fife, Scotland, he studied 

at the University of St. Andrews and the University of 

Edinburgh and was licensed to preach in 1799. 1n 1803, he 

became pastor of the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian) 
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congregation at Kilmany, where he remained for 12 years. 

During this time, he also served as a professor of 

mathematics at St. Andrews and founded and taught at a 

private school. 

 Throughout his early professional life, academics 

(particularly mathematics) was his first love. His preaching 

and pastoral work and the Christian life were only ñhalf-

heartedò pursuits for him. 

 This changed in 1811. After a serious illness and 

the death of his sister, the Lord began to turn Chalmersô 

thoughts toward Him. He made a careful study of 

Christianity for an article in the Edinburgh Encyclopedia. 

The study and his concurrent life experiences profoundly 

changed His life, leading him into a deeper walk with the 

Lord. Where before he had been indifferent, he was now 

fervent in spirit and service. 

 He went to Glasgow in 1815 where he served in 

Tron church (despite opposition from the religious 

establishment for his evangelical teaching). In 1819, he 

became minister of Glasgowôs St. Johnôs church. During 

this time, he was noted for his practical and energetic 

approach to pastoral care and Sunday schools around his 

parish that resulted in many families who had no 

involvement with the church rejoining fellowship. He also 

streamlined the churchôs response to poverty relief in the 

community, assigning deacons to investigate applications 

for charity. This enabled the church to help the poor help 

themselves, resulting in a significant reduction in the 

communities expenses in this area. 

 After 8 years of intense ministry in Glasgow, 

Chalmers returned to St. Andrews as a professor of moral 

philosophy. Later, in 1828, he became a professor of 

theology at the University of Edinburgh. In both schools, he 

had ña wholesome intellectual and spiritual influence upon 

his studentsò many of whom dedicated their life to Christian 

service or foreign missions. 

 He served the established Church of Scotland as a 

moderator, but as an internal controversy over the 

separation of church and state built to a head, he became a 

leader of those who protested the governmentôs role within 

the church (particularly the appointment of pastors based 

upon political connections rather than congregational 

approval). When it became clear that the two parties could 

not reach a peaceful resolution of their differences, 

Chalmers and the disestablishmentarians split from the state 

church to organize the Free Church of Scotland in 1843. 

Throughout the controversy, he was known to have 

comported himself with humility and dignity, winning 

respect from both parties. 

 He continued to teach and write for the remainder 

of his life, distinguishing himself particularly in political 

economics. This was born out of his work with the poor in 

Glasgow. He firmly believed that the economic condition of 

the poor should be approached by first addressing their 

spiritual and moral condition, that ñcharacter is the parent 

of comfort,ò not the other way around. 

 Chalmers was one of the greatest preachers of his 

age, and a tireless promoter of the Gospel. Among his most 

famous sermons are his Astronomical Discourses and The 

Expulsive Power of a New Affection. He also wrote 

Institutes of Theology, a posthumously-published 

systematic theology for the Free Church, and what became 

known as the Bridgewater Treatise, a work extolling the 

glory of God expressed in His creation. 

  Chalmers died suddenly in May of 1847, still hard 

at work. His legacy lives on in his written works and in his 

methods of ministering to the poor that are still very 

influential in the Church and in missionary work today.  

 

Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of 

heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for 

Pulpit Helps Magazine. He continues to serve in this 

capacity as a volunteer contributor to Disciple. He lives in 

West Liberty, Ohio. 

 

References: Who Was Who in Church History, Elgin S. 

Moyer, 1968. Wikipedia, ñThomas Chalmersò. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Counselorôs Cornerðby James Rudy Gray 

 

The Reality of Godôs Sovereignty 

God is sovereign. That clear biblical teaching can be a 

tremendous reality when we try to help hurting people. We 

must pay attention to whatever problem they present, but 

we must also encourage them to see the truth about God. 

His sovereignty is so basic and so empowering. 

Because God is sovereign, we can find peace and 

assurance in the midst of circumstances, hurts, injustices, 

and crises that otherwise would not seem to make sense to 

us. To say that God is sovereign means that God is in 

control. He rules and reigns. Dr. R.C. Sproul has pointed 

out that there is not one maverick molecule in all the 

universe! 

Even sin falls under His sovereignty. He does not 

tempt people but He does allow the devil to tempt people. 

He does not cause sin because He is holy, but He allows 

people to sin. Everything that happens in life may not be 

good, but it is real, and accepting reality is a huge step in 

having good mental and emotional health.   

Sometimes our clients may seem overwhelmed 

with the massive power of Satan. They may become so 
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focused on the idea of evil and the person of Satan that they 

overlook the obvious: Satan is, in a real sense, Godôs devil! 

He can do no more than the sovereign God allows. 

Whatever happens to us, whether it is good or bad, God is 

still the same God. He never loses control. He is always 

ruling over people, nations, climates, etc. He is never 

surprised by anything that happens on this earth. He is not 

only aware of what is going on but He is involved in what is 

going onðby using His intervening power or by allowing 

things to happen. Either way, it is God who is over it all. 

Godôs great purpose on this earth is for His own 

glory. His people are called to glorify His name. Nature 

reflects the greatness of His glory. When we recognize we 

are not sovereign and God is, we can rest in Him and His 

Word. We are inspired and strengthened to seek first His 

kingdom. We desire to worship Him. We commit ourselves 

to serving Him, not because we want to get something but 

because we already have something: an eternal relationship 

with God through the new life in Jesus Christ. 

How can that help a hurting person? Once we have 

helped them identify their thoughts or interpretations about 

their life and situation, then we can direct them into the 

great truth that God is sovereign. It is important to 

emphasize that it is not the sovereignty of God that should 

be the focus but the God who is sovereign. It is a relational 

way of knowing better the awesome God of creation and 

redemption. 

If a person can believe that God is sovereign, it is 

enough to know that He knows. Nothing passes into our 

lives that has not first been sent or allowed by Him. Our 

hope is not in a sophisticated understanding of evil but in a 

clear faith in Christ Jesus. We really can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens us.   

     Faith is a powerful force. Biblical faith in the living God 

is a means of grace God chooses to lead and bless His 

people. Whatever happens to me or in this world, God is the 

same God. He does not change. He does love His people, 

and if we go through times of testing, temptation, hurt, loss, 

etc., it is not without His knowledge and His care. God has 

a plan, and His plan will come to pass. 

He has told us that we can know that all things 

work together for good to those who love God and are 

called according to His purpose. That verse (Rom. 8:28) 

could not be true if God were not sovereign. Since He is 

sovereign, we can be sure God is working out His plan 

through all different kinds of puzzling and even evil 

circumstances.   

God is sovereign. We are not. Trust Him. He knows 

what Heôs doing, even if there are times we donôt 

understand what is going on. 

 

James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by 

the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a 

member of the American Association of Christian 

Counselors. He serves as the pastor of Utica Baptist Church 

in Seneca, S.C. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Reviewð8/23/10 
 

Christians are Hate-Filled Hypocriteséand Other 

Lies Youôve Been Told: A Sociologist Shatters Myths 

from the Secular and Christian Media, Bradley R.E. 

Wright, 2010, Bethany House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 

ISBN 9780764207464, 249 pages, $14.99, softcover. 

 
What if someone told you that Evangelicals arenôt 

hated as much as the media would have us believe, 

committed Christians arenôt falling off the map in droves, 

many college professors really do have an Evangelical 

prejudice (far more than toward ANY other religious 

group), and that, for the most part, Evangelicals are walking 

more consistently in their faith than ever before? Would 

you believe them?  

If you find that group of statements difficult to buy, 

youôre probably basing your skepticism on the frequently 

used results of various surveys that show how far American 

Christianity has fallen in the modern era. In Christians are 

Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies Youôve Been Told, 

Bradley Wright analyzes the data that such surveys produce 

and takes Christians to task for interpreting the studies in 

such a way that bolsters their point rather than carefully 

considering what they actually reveal. The book is not for 

the faint of heart, as Wright undertakes to deconstruct the 

myth of the ñdying Churchò in America so often repeated in 

our churches. He reminds believers to critically examine the 

statistics they are presented rather than taking them at face 

value. 

As an evangelical Christian with a Ph. D. in 

sociology who has dealt in data his entire educational life, 

Wright is among the few who possess the academic 

authority to write such a shocking book. In fact, he is a 

professor who specifically focuses his sociology work on 

American Christianity.  

In the beginning of his book, Wright mentions that 

the motivation for writing it came about when he wrote a 

series on his blog questioning the divorce rate for 

Christians. Wright said for a long time he heard that 

Christiansô divorce rates were equal to or worse than those 

of unbelievers, and after studying the best data available, he 

found the opposite to be true: Christians had significantly 

lower divorce rates than unbelievers and that rate became 
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even lower the more frequently a person attended church 

services. This caused him to start doubting other oft-cited 

statistics and eventually this book was born out of his many 

statistical discoveries. 

It should be noted that this professor has done his 

homework on this subject because he has a vested interest 

in the Churchôs health as an evangelical believer. Wright 

claims that his ñgoal is not to show the Church in a 

particular light but rather to let the data speak for 

themselves.ò However, before he even presents his data he 

offers a good case for how and why bad statistics ñmutateò 

and proliferate. These reasons can vary from people 

wanting to sell books or conferences or simply as a scare 

tactic for right livingðWright is quick to point out that fear 

has never been something proven to achieve long-lasting 

results in morality. Wright encourages believers not to 

totally reject all statistics, but rather sniff out fear appeals 

by noting the extreme wording involved in the appeal itself 

and understand how these truly inaccurate statistics are able 

to makes the rounds in Christian circles.   

In the body of the book, Wright examines six areas 

of Christian life by mining data from numerous respected 

American studies with very large sample groups. These 

areas include church growth, what we believe, our 

participation in church activities, family and sexual issues, 

how we treat others, and how others see us. Wright points 

out through detailed explanation (and numerous graphs) 

that, in most categories, evangelicals do very well 

compared to others and that most numbers improve even 

further the more a person attends church (e.g. rarely, yearly, 

monthly, or weekly). His point isnôt that believers are 

supposed to compare their sins with those of others, he is 

merely combating the ñChristians these days are no better 

than non-Christiansò mantra so prevalent in churches today. 

 At the end of the book, he simplifies his data into a 

report card of sorts, rating evangelicals ñhealthyò in 

categories of church growth, abstaining from sin, 

knowledge of doctrine, youth carrying on sound theology 

and lifestyle practices. He rates them rather poorly, 

however, in areas like gender equality (referring to 

attendance, not leadership), loving behaviors, tithing, 

attitudes toward various groups (other races, non-

Christians, etc.), with the worst grade given for the 

Churchôs self-concept.  

One of Wrightôs strongest points deals with this 

idea of low self-concept in the Church. He asks how we can 

effectively minister to others as the Body of Christ if we are 

constantly saying ñChurch doesnôt work.ò Imagine if you 

invited a friend to church who youôve been trying to 

witness to for a long time and all he hears Sunday morning 

is negativity: youth are fleeing the church, Christians are 

mired in sexual sin, etc. Will that kind of negative attitude 

toward Godôs people make your vulnerable friend interested 

in finding the solution to his emptiness through Christ? 

Probably not if his exposure to Christ aside from your 

witness, is limited only to how Godôs Word is not 

penetrating peopleôs hearts, all good Christian children are 

losing their Christian heritage in college, and church 

attendance has virtually no effect on a personôs behavior 

every other day of the week. This is not to say that God 

cannot overcome that to work in someoneôs heart, but that 

we can make it unnecessarily difficult for an unbeliever to 

discover the message of the Gospel amid our baggage. 

Conversely, Wright is not trying to ñignore bad 

news to focus solely on good news;ò striving for objectivity 

is a defining characteristic of a sociologist, so naturally 

Wright is only trying to get the Church to look at itself 

honestly, neither overemphasizing the good nor the bad. 

Despite all the good things found in Christians are 

Hate-Filled Hypocrites, Wrightôs data is still, at the end of 

the day, just data. He is limited by seeing what is on paper 

and not in the individual hearts and minds of the people 

represented, which means at times evangelical issues can 

get oversimplified (especially in the section on attitudes 

toward other groups as well as the section on sinning). This, 

however, is not Wrightôs fault, merely the problem with 

using samples and statistics to tackle such large, 

complicated life issues. The inner-workings of living out 

our faith are much more complicated than any graph could 

ever try to simplify, but Wright does an exceptional job 

with what resources are available to him.   

Taken as a whole, this is a book American 

Christians need to encounter. It is a stirring wake-up call 

that the worldôs ways of measuring success donôt always 

apply to the Church. We need to be reminded often to put 

more trust in the Lord than in our own methods for 

preserving and expanding His kingdom. 

 

Rachel Lonas 

 

Target: All  

Type: Statistics/Church culture 

Take: Highly Recommended 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

News Update 
 

North Korea Executes Underground Church 

Leaders 
North Korea has executed three underground 

church leaders and jailed another 20 Christians, Christian 

Today reports. The country has kept the executions under 

wraps since mid-May, and AsiaNews only recently 

uncovered the killings.  

North Korean police reportedly raided a house in 

Kuwal-dong in Pyungsung county, Pyongan province, and 

arrested all 23 believers who were gathered there for 

religious activity. The leaders were sentenced to death and 

soon after executed. The other 20 were reportedly sent to 

the infamous prison labor camp No. 15 in Yodok.  

The 23 Christians had come to faith after some of 

them travelled to China on business and met with church 

members there. An estimated 40,000 to 60,000 Christians 

are currently in prison labor camps in North Korea because 

of their faith. Persecution watchdog Open Doors has ranked 

North Korea as the worldôs worst persecutor of Christians 

for eight years in a row.  

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Tanzanian Court Acquits Two Evangelists of Illegal 

Preaching 
A Tanzanian court yesterday acquitted two 

evangelists of ñillegal preaching.ò After 10 months of 

hearings, a Kariakoo area court in Dar es Salaam closed the 

case against Anglican Christians Eleutery Kobelo and Cecil 

Simbaulanga, who were arrested in October 2009 after 

Muslims invited them to participate in a religious debate at 

which the opponents did not appear, but authorities did.  

The two evangelists maintained that no Muslims 

showed up to the neutral site of the supposed inter-faith 

debate until Islamists arrived with government security 

agents who charged them with ñusing religious sermons to 

incite Muslims and Christians into viewing each other with 

suspicion.ò  

Kobelo told Compass by telephone that the 

Muslims failed to show up in court to support their 

allegation of illegal preaching. After the verdict, Christians 

shouting for joy greeted the evangelists as they left the 

courtroom, he said. ñWe are grateful that the court has done 

justice and made its ruling based on Tanzaniaôs constitution 

that allows for freedom of religion and assembly,ò Kobelo 

said. ñWe thank the Christians worldwide for praying for us 

and Compass for highlighting our plight.ò 

Simbaulanga said the message of Christôs atoning 

death and resurrection cannot be stopped. ñThe court 

decision will make us preach the gospel more vigorously, 

and many Muslims will turn to Christ,ò he told Compass. 

ñMuslims tried to stop the movement, but nobody can stop 

the Gospel.ò 

Institute on Religion and Public Policy 

 

Russians Pray for Rain as Churches Collect Aid  
The Russian Orthodox Church is praying for relief 

from the heat and drought that has gripped Russia for two 

months, as one archbishop condemned some retailers for 

profiteering from the extreme weather conditions. In a 

pastoral letter released on Aug. 1, Patriarch Kirill of the 

Russian Orthodox Church had called for continuous prayers 

and special church-wide collections. 

In Voronezh, a region hit by some of the worst 

forest fires that have swept across Russia, Metropolitan 

Sergius held a prayer service on Aug. 9 to beg God for rain. 

The Russian Orthodox Church has raised more than 

$200,000 for victims of the fires and draught, the Moscow 

Patriarchateôs website said.  

Smog generated by the fires enveloped Moscow for 

more than a week, exacerbating the impact of the heat wave 

that has suffocated the Russian capital since June. Priests at 

Moscow churches without air conditioning said that despite 

the heat and smoke the number of worshippers had not 

declined beyond the usual summer drop-off. ñPeople are not 

complaining,ò the Rev. Sergei Rybko told Interfax. 

Religion Today Summaries 

 

Christians Called to Pray for Muslims during 

Ramadan 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Muslim calendar 

during which Muslims observe the Fast of Ramadan. Dates 

for Ramadan 2010 are August 11 through September 9, and 

many Christian groups are calling for Christians to 

remember to pray for Muslims during this time. 

PersecutionBlog.com, run by Voice of the Martyrs, 

encourages Christians to ñplease begin to pray for the 

Muslim world as they begin their fasting, and pray that the 

Lord Jesus would continue to draw Muslims to Himself, as 

He has been doing in these last days.ò  

Violent demonstrations against Christians 

commonly increase during Ramadan.  ñDuring this time of 

spiritual severity, however, many have miraculous visions 

of Jesus and put their trust in Him,ò says Carl Moeller the 

President of Open Doors USA. ñThis is why it is so urgent 

for Christians to be united in prayer throughout Ramadan.ò  

To equip Christians to pray for Muslims, Open 

Doors USA is offering the Ramadan Prayer Calendar. 

The calendar has multiple prayers points so Christians can 

pray for Muslims around the world during the 30 days. 

Religion Today Summaries 
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Epic Pakistan Flooding Called ñWorst in Living 

Memoryò 
The United Nations reports that as many as 1,600 

people are reported dead and another 14 million have been 

affected by massive flooding in Pakistanôs Indus River 

valley. As the heavy rains continue to fall, devastation and 

despair once again seem to have taken hold among the 

peoples of Pakistan. Stranded by floodwaters, many are 

grieving loved ones who have died while worrying about 

how they will care for their living. 

Roads are blocked, and bridges destroyed. 

Landslides continue to threaten homes. In at least one area, 

residents do not expect electricity to return for weeks, 

according to reports out of the area. Cooking oil is scarce. 

Diesel for trucks and generators is gone, and hope that a 

new supply will arrive anytime soon is slim. 

This yearôs monsoon rains, which began July 22, 

have been vicious, relief officials said. ñThese are 

unprecedented floods in a country whose people can ill 

afford more tragedy and hardship in their lives. Many of 

those affected by the flooding are still reeling from Taliban 

fighting in their areas,ò said Francis Horton, who with his 

wife, Angie, directs work in Central and South Asia for 

Baptist Global Response, an international relief and 

development organization. 

Of the 14 million whoôve been affected, at least 1.4 

million of them are children, according to an Aug. 9 U.N. 

report. About 1.8 million of those 14 million are homeless. 

ñNeeds are higher than those that followed the 2005 

earthquake, and far more widespread across the country,ò 

the report said. ñShelter is the most urgent need, while food, 

water, and health care are also crucial.ò 

Baptist Press 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sermon Helpsðfrom www.sermonhall.com 

 
Sermon Outlines 
Tapestry of Atonement 

Ephesians 2 

 

Truth/Context: The sins of man must be atoned for. Godôs 

nature demands that every wrong be dealt with! The 

atonement of sinful man by a merciful God is woven 

throughout Scripture, from Genesis to Revelation, like a 

scarlet thread in a brilliant tapestry of the Middle Ages. 

Foundational Inquiry: What is our condition that it decrees 

such an atonement?  

I. We Are Dead in Our Trespasses and Sins (Eph. 2:1).  

II. We Are by Nature and Practice Children of Wrath (v. 3).  

 A. Immorality of the flesh. 

 B. Immorality of the mind/spirit. 

III. We Are Without Hope and Without God (v. 12).  

IV. We Are Strangers to the Household of God (v. 19).  

Application/Challenge: You can see manôs plight. What if 

God had said, ñNo, I will not send my Son as a propitiation 

for their sinsò? Or what if the Father said, ñGo!ò but the 

Son said, ñNo! I wonôt go!ò? We would still be dead in our 

trespasses and sins, still separated from the love of God, 

still outside the household of God! But praise be to God we 

ñare fellow citizens with the saints, and are of Godôs 

household.ò 

J. A. Gillmartin 

 
Godôs Living Word  
John 1:1-4  

 

I. His Eternal Word: the Word was in the beginning (v. 1). 

II. His Existing Word (v. 2): Alpha & Omega (Rev. 1:8). 

III. His Eternal Wonder (v. 3): Creator and Controller of all 

things (Col. 1:15-18).  

IV. His Eternal Work (v. 4): Christ the Light of the world. 

Croft M. Pentz 

 

Sermon Illustrations 
Focus on Christ 

When we seek to win others to Christ, we must 

never think we possess any power in ourselves or lead 

others to believe we do through any air of superiority or 

lightness as we proclaim the gospel.  

We would do well to heed the advice of Dr. 

Payson, who said, ñPaint Jesus Christ upon your canvas, 

and then hold Him up to the people; but hold Him up so that 

not even your little finger can be seen.ò 

Anonymous 

  

Church Is Cheaper 

A woman took her children to see a film at the 

matinee one Saturday afternoon. The tickets were six 

dollars each. Her young daughter watched as the mother 

pushed several bills under the window and received four 

tickets.  

The next day the same mother and family were at 

church. When the collection was taken, the child saw her 

mother open her purse, take out a dollar bill, and put it in 

the plate as it passed them. The little girl looked up at her 

mother and in a clear stage whisper which everyone around 

could hear said, ñMother, church is a lot cheaper than a 

movie, isnôt it?ò 

Anonymous 
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Bulletin Inserts 
On Maturity  

 

Maturity is knowing when to speak your mind and when to 

mind your speech.  
 

One minute of keeping your mouth shut is worth an hourôs 

explanation.  
 

In youth, we learn; in age, we understand. 

These three via the Old Union Reminder 
 

 

 

 

 

A man who loves money is a man who has never grown up.  

Robert Lynd 

 

Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if 

you just sit there.  

 

The new birth takes only a moment; growth and holiness 

take a lifetime.  

These two Anonymous 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Puzzles and óToons 
 

Church óToons by Joe McKeever 

 

 
 

Answers to last issueôs puzzles: 

    
 

Father Abraham and Hidden Wisdom 

By Mark Oshman 

Originally published in Pulpit Helps, March 1996 
 

 

Hidden Wisdom on next page


