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The Cross: The Core of Christianity
By Owen Olbricht

Editordéds Note: This Pulpitece or i2dhercrads éxkibitedpvpaesaauld ik our attitude
HelpsMagazine in April of 2000 toward sin.fiFor the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
Along with the resurrection of Jesus, the cross  hold the truth in unrighteousnasgRom. 1:18). Jesus took
stands central to th@hristian faith. On these two hang thethe punishment for our sins by dgi on the crossiwho
basis of our hope and salvation. In the cross we have His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that
forgiveness, and through the resurrection we have a Sawee, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by
The absence of either of these would mean no forgiveneagiose stripes we were heatdd Pet. 2:24).
Paul affirmed this relationship when he wraieor 3) The cross demonstrated how we should love
if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God byeach other. Concermingls us 6 deat h f or us
the death of His Son, much more being reconciled, we stieloved, if God so loved us, we ought to love one anther

be saved by His liftglRom. 5:10). He tied these two (1 John 4:11). Jesus statéd,new commandment | give
together when he stated his goal to know Jéand the unto you, that ye love one another; as | have loved you, that
power of His resurrectigrand the fellowship of His you love one anothé John 14:34). If we stayear the
suffering, being made conformable unto His deéihil. cross, we will catch the same attitude of love.

3:10). 4) The cross revealed the sacrificial service we

Even though Paul 6s s e rsmnmldgive to etbecfiHetebydperceive we the lovb af Gdd,
of Acts dondét overtly r ef beeatse Henldiddown dlis lgeifoo us; afdave oughhlay ¢ r «
Christ, his writings clearly show that the cross wasraént down our lives for the brethrér{l John 3:16).
to his life and that of all Christians. He affirmégor | 5) The cross displayed the reverential fear we
determined not to know any thing among you, save Christhould show God. Alle struggled with the approaching
and him crucified (1 Cor. 2:2). Concerning his own life heagony of death He called on the Father, \ilvas able to
wrote, il am crucified with Chrigi(Gal. 2:20), and also  save Him from death, and was heard in that He faared
statedfiBut Godforbid that | should glory, save in the crogdieb 5:7). Because of His catirfhelp, God sent an angel
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified from heaven to give Him strength during His agonizing
unto me, and | unto the woddGal. 6:14). struggle with the prospect of His approaching death.

The impact of the cross i 6)The oras$madaknoawmtisefprice weishogld be
power for the Christian. Those who walk each day underwilling to pay for obediencdiThough He were a Son, yet
the cros cannot help but become more like the One wholearned He obediaxe by the things He suffei@(Heb. 5:8).
died on the cross. To those who are saved the cross is tlitet this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
fipower of God (1 Cor. 1:24). There are seven key ways i#Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
which the centrality of the cross is seen. equal with God: But maddimselfof no reputation, and

1) The cross showed the power of God to forgive took upon Him the form of a servant, amds made in the
sins, which should also influence us to forgive others. Thiékeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, He
writer of Hebrews statedivithout the shedding of blood is humbled Himself, and become obedient unto death, even the
no forgiveness(Heb. 9:22). Jesus saitkor this is my death of the croggPhil. 2:58). Any obstacle that would
blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for theeep us from obeying God should not hinder us from doing
remission of sirg(Matt. 26:28). Based on such forgivenedsis will, even as the fearful pain of the cross did not deter
we are to put on a life that includéfergiving one another, Jesus.
if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ NThe cross is Godbés basi
forgave you, so also dog€Col. 3:13). the cross to provide a means of peace between God and
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man, and this is the only way there could also be peace together thgpeople of God who will be affected by the

between men. Paul wrote that tress made peace Cross.
between Jews and Gentilé#nd that He might reconcile Never stop preaching the cross of Christ. The
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain thechurch that abandons that is no longer a church at all.
enmity thereby (Eph. 2:16). The cross provides the power Gospel Light
to humble and evoke submission, and in this way, bring
Your Chwurch is Hurting Financially? Good!
By JoeMcKeever

In these tough economic times, most churches hdkat and quit buying into the heresy that everything starts
seen better days financially. See if this scenario sounds k@ d ends, stands or falls, ¢
achurchy o u k mhe deacor of our church are really We pastorsometimes encourage this fatal fantasy,

on the pastoroés back. TheusbharkhYy wbBenunhengoblkhiadfl
finances and theydor e bl ambenagse dof bur\isionaty leaderghip and inspiedksermdéns.
leadership. The monthly business meeting turns into-a cathe flip side of that coin is that sooner or later the offerings
anddog fight. The treasurer puts a negaspin on will decrease and you will get thedphe and pay the cost.
everything, the critics of the pastor are unleashed to harass Any leader who believes the church depends on and
him, and the poor preachefineéedandsatherei andat akkesr ¢h.
wrong with our church?2d checks he writes is buying i

Having pastored churches since November of 196Burch needsnooné.Past or, i f we dono
I need to say something here which | wish everyahu  changes, Mr. Crelsaw s ays heds out of
|l eader would heed: I t 6 s o knawy hetowns theemillrinuthis toiwmagd em@dys halfdhe
financially sometimes. | tmembhetsthkedoenkdaoé tbet wWonkdy
it could even be the best thing that ever happened to yomifi t houAn siwenr. 0 Let 6s find out
you handle it well. L et 6 s pasta. D& notldi yourgelf ble blackmiiled by thedemm t h i
state of affairsit o a bl essing for armyorne.r déacd e opHer.ch requir e

1) First, there is a reason only the spiritually matuaayoneilf | were hungry, | would not tell you. The cattle
should serve in key leadership positions. Put a novice onoa a thousand hills are minéPsalm 50:10,12).

finance committe@ no doubt because he now works for the My testimony is that over the decades | never saw
bank or has landed a job as an investmentuitam, my church hurt on@ not even one tin@ when some

whatever that i€ and when he sees the church financesdi sgrunt |l ed member | eft and
dipping into the red, he rises up. He has found his callingh i m. ¢ I n t i me, I concluded t
This is the part of the balance sheet he understands: redtislet a carnal member harm His Body.

bad. And we have to do something about this! 3) Keep in touch with the other church leaders in

Mature Christiand among olier things, that meansyour city. | pastored a church in this city foearly 14
they have some history in church wérknow that these years. One day, at a time when our church was hurting
things go in cycles. They know that there can be a hundriidancially, | happened to be in the office of a nearby pastor
reasons for the offerings to slacken, and since they havef r i e nd . He sai d, Al dondét kr
been in the Lorddéds work fourykanancebehahaveetralrowdl
pani c. You dondt want to gwot hr e dwghenitiodcaredtantk ghatthe fimanteb of a
machete, maiming the program and injuring staffers due kis church and mine might be related. Perhaps something is
a momentary lull in the contributions. This is the very  going on in the communiéy a plant closing® that affects
moment the faithful need to show their faith in the Lord ofis all.
the Church. If I could snap my fingers and change one thing in

2) Keep reminding/ourself that this church belongghe culture of our church leaderslkpthis country, it would
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Any leader who thinks this churbk this: leaders in one church would know the leaders in
is completely dependent o othehchunches ia thdir commmunity gnd oneet with them rincme |
the Lordds church; He i s finte $otimee They would gajn a penspectikieeon their ehardhs ¢

of us. situation that nothing else could provide.

To the pastors of Ephesus, the Ape Paul said, 4) When you church is hurting financially, here are
fiShepherd the church of God whidk purchased with His some suggestions:
ownblood ( Acts 20:28) . 't s Hi s Addokat thehtotal ptura, mdt jusbat thecaski i n g

flow. For instance, if the income is down 10 percenttaed
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expenses are down anequalamputt en youdreagei ngOall needs are being
right. money. So | have no need to
B) Bear in mind tht budgets are merely estimatesone reason for preaching on modéefithat there mighbe
as to what you expect to receive and to pagdbeyare pr ovi si ons i o f Mal adhluitde® : 1 @ (
rarely exact. Do not make an idol of a budget. Your are 99 other reasons. Jesus taught that by our giving we lay
churchds not meeti ng vy our uplreadugesinh heavengMatthew 6:20)nThebother ireasone |
C) What 1is the c¢hur ch 6semelpastods avbigtheasubjecti®thelcharlatans@monguls |
right, then relax. Even if you see it gradually dipping overwho preach a prosper gospel and have made us shy away
sever al mont hs, unl ess vy ofioinsueh sarmons. Mhe answei;: gradaah & anywaye Just o d
running a negative balance, do not panic. because there are quacks in the medical profession does not
D) If the church is hurting financially, are there  mean there is no such thing as good medicine.
ot her resources avai barnhge t o BhTedsmfPandfieandakleadeeship cgndustaa r
a deficit each month of, sa$5,00Q and the bank balance istewardshigampaign each year. Such a campaign needs to
almost gone. Is there a savings account the church has, be led by the godliest, most mature and highest respected
perhaps for future construction or various designated  layperson in the church and a team of his/her selection.
projects, which you can borrow from? Is that legal, Sunday school lessons will be taught and testimonies given.
someone asks. Sure.lAtltakes is a vote of the church andThere need to be posters and videogd other means to
a plan for paying it back. drive home this great issue to members.
What is not legal is to take money designated for C) Members are asked to commit themselves to be
one cause and redirect it to another without the consent &dithful stewards. Asking for commitments as a part of a
the donor. The last church | pastored had all kinds of  stewardship campaign is as necessary as an invitation at the
designated accounts. Atyagiven time, the total in the end of an evangelistic sermdWithout it, people listen
bank for these would amount to over $200,000. When weolitely, then turn away and go back to their old ways.

needed extra money temporarily, we borrowed it from The pastor of a church these days must be a man of
ourselves. courage. In a sense, that he
E) When was the last time someone told the true even more so today. The stresses upon him, the
congregatiod the entire membershdpof the financial constan criticism hurled at him, the pressures from within
needs facinghe church? And by this | mean, told them in and withou® all conspire to dampen his ardor and cool his
great, positive, inspiring way that laid the factsoutand dev ot i on. Dondét |l et it happe
challenged the people to be faithful? Speak out . Do it for Christ¢

In one church | served, the finance committee  or because the deaconsl love it (and do not refuse to do
resisted the very idea of going before the congregation (iso because some will not love it).

Sundg school assemblies was my suggestion) and laying The day will come when you will look back and

out our money needs. il t ghiethanksdopthedinanciallcresio Jt ay havek e pt  h e ¢
That 6s when | | earned t heactomplishédsam things that woult rrothave takerepladee ¢
congregation from this kind of knowledge for a generationtherwise:

Assuming their intentions hdzken honorabée which is It may have weedkout some of your members.
guestionable, if you want to know my opinéthey did a That mill owner left and the church did better without him.
great disservice to the people of the Lord. It may have revealed which of your leaders were people of

5. Does your church have a regular program of faith and which were not. The next time you were choosing
stewardship education? If not, there is your culprit. A goddy leadership, you remembered and selected bitteay
stewardship program meaasleast three things: have caused you to pare your budget to some extent, cutting

A) The pastor preaches on money. Show me a out waste or fat or excess. It may have forced g
church where the pastor n peast@toexpmine goarhife ts see whetneoyolrewerea nd |
show you a congregation of the unfaithful. Furthermore, teading from fear or from faith. As you stood tall in faith
is encouraging their unfaithfulness. Money is such a and gave strong leadship to the church in this time, the
powerful force in tle lives of every person, believer or  work flourished and the people responded.
pagan, that there must be a constant emphasis before the Some things you look back on and give God thanks
Lorddéds people for them t oforkthera. g buddet ciisis can lheeme lof.the Best foutlsag  t
on the subject and you have unleashed its destructive power
into their lives. Joe McKeever is a retired Southern Bapiesstor

My observation is therare two main reasons why from New Orleans, Louisiana.
pastors do not preach on money: The first is an attitude that
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The Highest Title |Is fAMan of Godo
By Larry B. Elrod

Editords Note: Thi s Pulptec e demand fgpom higpdedphe, b gne thad shauld reflect his
HelpsMagazine in May of 2000. character and the fruit of his work, the speaker added.
iThe very ftythathisgreathgnarn s i

AThe highest honor of a@ilMe shotnmral lonoft hies fiass et lhodt tc
earth is that we should have a calling that linksusinthisr ef er ring to 1 Timothy 6:11.
intimate way to a great and infinite Being. When I thinkof o put t ogether messages anc
the call to preaching and try to reduce it to pregnant It is to be sure that we ourselves are being coméd more
statement that best describes it, | cannot rise any higher &mahmore into the image of the ed#essed Son of God, the
nan ofo @Gedd,ared Conrad Mbhewe. Jesus Christ, o0 he decl ¢

il would venture t o s afiystbudness is notse muChwith tlie méssagegas with thee s
need and, therefore, the messehgdr disisel§ Oue rulpits will groww & @aver ands  me
Godd men who are known to be so ricause they wear strength wien they are occupied by men whose power is
dark collars, but because of godly charactersandaministre r i ved from godly character
of the Book that is transforming lives and bringing honor Regarding the work itséif another aspect of being
and glory to the | iving Gadi mah édvhelvémddthatin 2 Timothy 3:1,

A Zambian who has beenfi Radll eids Ag aryei rmMSg utrigeeto nT iomo t hy
Africa, 0 Mbewekaibs Keaadtwart awdiR abpustedsrntoihrs hands. 06 Descri bi
Church. His message, preached to students and faculty created in this passage as one of a tradesman who has the
during a visit to Midwestern Bapti$heologicalSeminary job of repairing a particular kind of equipment, Mbewe
at Kansas City, Mo., was drawn from 1 Timothy 6:11 ands ai d , AfThose who have traine
from 2 Timothy 3:1617. given him a box in which all the tools necessary fer th

Mbewe noted that the two passagesin Timattey wor k ar e encl osedé. What the
the only ones in the Nman Testhamenyotutohadebéeheephbasel
ofGod 6 However, the phraseyioss @as ed diom ntygh ¢hed@itsdat thesendioh MHeé 1

no less than 80 times. Moses, Elijah, Elishaand Davidwerbe e day you wi | | have an acc¢
all called men of God. AThe wor k of dnetionegee a pr e

Awhat | find as a commoml wWretneari nfadro.r lith mddt olde t
thisi s that each one was a prRepmiatd gfouGesad, d , MbDdye | sit d .L
AfiHe was an individual whogepemy ¢tuemefiomtheepspsenatc
God to get a message from God. Then he would appearMb e we conti nued, #AMy job is

bef ore Godods Tiussaithlthe Loal 6 d T & #heg sanctication of saints. | must play on that esteing

was an authority in his ministry beauof his relationship banjo to my dying day. God help me to do it justice. | have
to the Creator of the universe, the Governor of history, the charge to keep, an account to give on that great and awful
Savior of his people, and the coming Judge of the living @lay. | am a man of God. My plea is that we may cry to God

the dead. 0o every day of our livegj_ord, make me and keep me a man
Such men, though not voted into their positions, of God®

were listened to by the people because each of wasm Baptist Press

aligned with Athe One who matters, o0 God himself, Mbe\

said. The title Aman of Godo is not one a pastor shol

Exegetically Speakin@ by Spiros Zodhiates

Jesus Speaks about His Death and Taxes
Matthew17:22-27

From Exegetical Commentary on Matthe2006, AMG revealed to His di sforiHm es i
Publishers. fiThe Son of man is abogméllei the present tense ofélid
[3195], to be about to do, to be at the point of, to be
[22] For the second tindethe first was in Caesareampending to deliver Himsel{paradidosthgithe present
Philippi in northern Galilee (Matt. 16:2d )the Lord Jesus
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middle/passive infinitive op a r a d B&B6@) inio the Mar k 9: 32, I nAndtlRegwere cont

hands of mem(a.t.) fearing (ephobountpthe imperfect middle gfhobé to be
Here Jesus decl amastibét haraidtodsk Hind e¢@ant . Y haThé& mi ddl e

(dei[1163]), that itis imminent, near at hand. The voice oftause and effect abmth internal; that is, they were causing

p ar a d & chidba, the action both directed by the Sontbemselves to fear. How so? They subjectively reacted

God and at the Son of man. The ultimate delivererisnot( ef f ect ) t o the subjective i

human, not evedd u d @he gnewfo deliveredparadot of resurrection was wishful thinking on His part. But this

Hmo ( Matt . 10: 4; a Father)Son, b was ndt dbjective.rObjectively, i@itipossible that He

and Holy Spirit:AFor of a truth against thy holy child not be r ai s eldwa$nmotpossiliiébue dead:

Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontiudunatér) for Him to be heldkrateisthajby[ Deat h] ¢ (

Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the peoplesykl, were 2:24; a.t.). Accordingly, the subjective fear that He was
gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy hand and thywrong and they would never see Him again prevented their
counsel determined before to be db(kcts 4:2728). talking about His death.

fiNo man taketh it from me, but | lay it down of Luke | ooks beyond the fa

myself. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to plan:fi éand it has been hiddgparakekalumménqithe
take it again. This commanemt have | received of my  perfect passive participle pfa r a k §387%drongpara,
Fathen (John 10:18)fiHow much more shall the blood of besides, alongside of, near; dnd | Y2p712]d0 cove)
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself from themin order that(hina[2443], a purpose clauséhey
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead might not perceivéa 2 s t hti#marist middle subjunctive

works to serve the living G8d(Heb. 9:14) of aisthAnoma[143)) itd (Luke 9:45; a.t.; cf. Sept.; Job
The death of Chrissihere unambiguously 23:5; Prov. 24:14).
attributed to the prior, determinative counsel of the Trinity. We should be careful to limit our understanding to

Herod, Pontius Pilate, and the Gentiles did what God hadhe precisearuth in the Greek verbs. For example, the
determined bferehand to be done to His Sdfurthermore, p er f e ¢ t hiddetn scen loyf biir i ngs t he
the death is accompl i s hngtd present; mostactunes abeyput onHuture Eevetation. mhistis i |
man to take indgondoudeisn Maepd Geaendbor at ed b yerdeiieed armme arsitnd
oned creat ed t)hkesigfrom Mege, it o anindtanmthat is, therem® sense of duration. Finally, the
is not decreed to be taketut I lay it down(actively) of prior verse (Luke 9:44) tells us that the truth that was
Myself(i.e., not ofanyoneelse) (a.t . ). Andaxddwd | di chitdidiesheingdebveradh é n3 or
fithrough theeternal Spirit 6 t hat i s, t hrhehbagdsofméne Holy Spirit,
who, with the Father and Wori$,one Spirit. The Jesus had not disclosed
predetermined death of Christ included redemption, for irat this point. For one thing, Blto u g h  Hseabosita i (dv .7
His death the way to eternal life was opened. Even Judag2), He did not reveal when the event would occur in terms
acted within the plan of God. Though joined the Twelve of hours and days, so the imminence itself may have
for ulterior motives, he, without realizing it, fulfilled Old frightened the disciples. Also, Jesus veiled the fact that
Testament prophecies (Ps. 41:9; Luke 22:21, 22). Judas would be the betrayer until he performed the act
[28]JUnabl e t o compr eh e n ditsefeBstthe veil was partial. Just before this, Jesus told
resurrect i oagrieved(ehl eu pdU tthlechbsisil ne B e fputtf avhia t wa s into gheirgearde d JL& k e
passive ofupéd[3076] to grievverymuch (a. t . 944). I f t hey
had a preconception of a spiritual resurrection that left the God sometimes covers uka(tip®) elements that
physical body in the grave, they would naturally grieve foa r € fi al o n g spamd)¢he distclosedfeleneeats ad  (
the | oss of Jesusd bodi l y predictwespeophecy. Healtseumtil we arsproperly ol d t |
would raise His physical body (JoBril9 21), not just equi gnHisthoud t o under stand and

ascend in spirit to the Father. cannot rush God. His plan includes its own timetable.

When we read the Synoptic passages, we learn Parakal(up®] therefore, means neither full disclosure nor
mo r 8utthey were ignorin@U g n -, theiimperfect full nondisclosure
active ofa g n §5@]do ignore; Acts 17:23; Cor. 14:38 [24] After the scenario at the base of Meunt of
thissaying (a.t . ; Mar kid9..TB2 ; cTransfiguratiorex wiSich de8us drove out a demon and
t r an s lthaytunderstgod ndtKJV), is too passive taught the disciples about fajth J esus went to
sounding, so we have substituted the more precise fhous®@ (v. 25), where He staye

transigmedohhét captur es t arvalia Capernaan, someotdx collectornapdroached Peter
sense. This does not mean, however, that they werefullc onc er ni n g tabilaysouCadsar. OolycMatthaw
conscious of their motivge We tend to ignore things that deals with this incident, possibly because it was his former
make us confused, angry, or frightened. occupation (Matt. 91013).
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Taxes were increased at the time of Nehemiah we believers are freed from this imposition of the Law:
(Neh. 10:32) and again, later, to em&f shekel (two fiGod senforthHi s  ® oedeém them that were under
drachmas in Greesurrency perperson for temple the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
services. Exacted in New Testament times (Matt. 17:24) Vdherefore thou art no more a servant, but adsson( G a |
large part of the collections was sent yearly to Rome. 7).
The t ax c ol Doesndtyour Master pay evaks A [27] God Himself, with equal discrimination, frees
(telei, the present tense bfe 5858, to pay taxes; from His own sons from the Law by fulfilling ini@ist both its
whicht e | @050 gax collector, is derivé®@ 0 ( a . trequirements and its penalty. Jesus was not implying that

[25] Peter, standing outside, responded simply, earthly kings were immoral by imposing taxes only on
five® naf[ 348 3], Yes, e dogs nottn olt u tiAstrangeess Nor was He implying that strangers should rebel
He does. 0 Though the answkorisheystatuscattcgrdedi goosts
in most cultures, the negative aspof the question is what it would také a revolution, for no king would adopt
ignored. The collectors knew what Peter meant, since theyl his subjects to grant them equal status with his natural
understood their own question. Peter would not imply thagons.
Jesus would do anything immoral, and he knew that paying Because the Lord has ordained government to
taxes was moral. defend against external aggression and prevent internal

Then Peter entered his house. Jépnsemped anarchy, it is proper to finance it (Ro8:1 7). Taxes
(proéphthaserthe aorist tense @f r 0 p h 439, 0@  simply underwrite international peace and domestic civil

anticipate, used only here in the New Testaieint order. So it rendertmGaesarthethingsi gt
saying, What do you thir(kloke] the present active that areée (CHhMeshkhr ®©8:17).
indicative ofd o k[&3&D], to think, Simon? Of whom do Accor di ngl yButindrdesthasve soa i d

the kings of the earth take cost or tribute(k U n §2078], offend(s k a n d a | the ad@ishsubjunctivesfk and a | 2
census, poJP Of their own childrerth u i [8267, song or [4624], to offend, scandalijge 0 | et 6 s gi ve Ca
of strangerda | | o[R2492otherd?o (a.t.) demands. The aorist tense carries the idea of not offending
Jesus apparently knew what the tax collectors hadven one time. We should never avoid or cheat on our
asked outside the house. His lead question forced Peter taxes.
think beyond the mundane ethics of tax accountability to Not having the monein hand Jesus used the
higher biblical truth. The King of kings will exact the occasion to perform another miracle. As prophesied, the
righteous requirements of the Law from unbelievers whildirst fish Peter landed contained the exact amount of money
paying off the debt for His children, thereby setting them required to pay the taxes for both Jesus and hithself
free. Later, Paul constructs angplete allegory on this st af P4 & a fece of nioney KJV]), an Attic silver
theme in Galatians 4:231. coin equal to four drachmae, equivalent to the Jewish
[26] The answer was sedfvident. Peter knew that shekel. Since onbalf shekel was required per person, this
kings impose taxes on strangers, not their childiesus  was sufficient for the tax.
c onc | Uhtrgala,[686} ge[1069, therefore
doubtles¥the children ardree(eleltheroi[1658])0 ( a . t .Dn. Spiros Zodhiates (1922009) served as president of
He did not sargd fwielel, bne@& nbhAMG Infereational in Chattanooga, Tennessee for dler
children. The relationship itself included freedom from this years, wa the founding editor d?ulpit HelpsMagazine,
law of taxes that was imposed only on strangers. Similarly, and authored dozens of exegetical books

Living out the Living Word & by Justin Lonas

Just for the Unjust
1 Peter 318-22

Part ninein an expositional series on 1 Peter and do ot attempt to authoritatively explain thinfys
which God does not offer a cleaut humanly

In all honesty, this is one of two passages that gasemprehensible explanation. It is with that in mind that |
me pause in considering a thoudilytthought exposition of come to this installment of our series.
Peterds epistl e ( xtmenthplbubh er , Ahrdughout tlse baok, ReEtenhgs beem urging his
we have to recognize that every book of the Bible has soreaders to liveut the righteousness of God no matter what
thorny passages. When we approach those, we should takene theirway. In3:32 7, he reminds t he
the same humble approach as when we exposit the plairotection for those who strive after Him, encouraging them
textd let the text speak, let the Scripture interpret itself,
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to speak up when asked about their hope, and declaringthata di ng. As s reaklwith the gtyte arglo i n g

suffering for righteousness saleea blessing. relate the interpretations of verse 19 from several
commentators.
Christ Died Once for All Richard C.H. Lenski (1864936, a Germaborn

This passage, particularly verse 8a bookend to pastor and theologian with a Lutheran background) saw this
t hat tdr €ms also died for sins once for all, the passage as referring to a definite act of Jesus idefiite
just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, havitime period between His death and resurrection. He writes
been put to death in the flesh, Inodde alive in the spirit 0 that the descent of Christ into hell (cEph. 4:89) was not
Peter gives the ultimate example of the blessednessof t he f i nal moment of Chri st d:c
suffering unjustld Christ, God incarnate, died for our sindefore His resurrection but rather the first act of His
Ultimate justice was sacrificed once for all injustice so thatumph over @ath, when He proclaimed His victory over
we who rebelled against God could be brought to.Hi sin and death to the demons and disobedient men and
Moreover, Christ was put to death in His body, buvo men of centuries past. I n
made alive in spirit. TheP&teere&swbhdmebehandi ifieshb
Aspirito here | ack def i ni beeause Christ whio suffered snjustiyt nbondemns those r o
tal king about the Holy SpwhopunisheddHimandQdignsiogettiles. r esur r ec
person. This is another rémder from Peter to his readers Martin Luther took a very humble approach to
that their present suffering did not comparetotheglory t hese verses, writing that t
awaiting them at the resurrectimultimate reality is than perhaps any other in the New Testament, so that | do
spiritual, not physical in natudethat just as Christ sufferednot know for a certainty just what Pete means . 0 He
wrongly and was glorified, so believers who emdbave a plain reading approach, but acknowledges that it is not
firm hope of eternity (c.f. Rom. 8:188). logically satisfying and professes to hold it very loosely. He
The Lord gave Peter a profound understandingop osi t s t hat Christ preached
the work of salvation, and he repeatedly demonstratgfl athis to the time between His death and resurrectieralso
for describing these truths in ways that brings themintother oposes t hat those Awho onc
palm of oneds shagnirdanywiaytheio u syneddioamg, nepresenting all unbelieving men throughout
beauty, mystery, and power (notably in-138and 2:410). history.
Hi s description of Christds ddrRhiligs(adBetisHiorm pastor find theologian t o
category. What an encouragement to his original readersvho worked extensively with Moody Bible Institute) also
(who were suffering cruel persecution) this picture of the acknowledges the diffulty and controversiality of this
nature of Christoés own s ufpassagd. Hedends todakeithe same apprdach ad Lenskyon t

€
t
t

plan this must have been! the grounds thaékiuxen( t he Gr eek wadeb t
proclamatiomm) i s not necessadily
Christ Made Proclamation i.e., Jesus did not proclaim the Gospel to fhats, but
When wading into the most difficult part of the  their final condemnation.
passage, we need to bear i n MWWamaGrudéme(aveeknown eoxtempovaayd v e | L
discussed. In order to rightly interpratrses 120, we Reformed evangelical theologian) takes the view, .f.

have to assume that their message follows from what Pekee t . bu2[Go8l] presérved Noah, a preacher of
has been saying throughout the book, particularly in chapighteousness. 6 The Greek transl at
3. If we fail to do that, there is no limit to the unsound  kUuka, fi h emhiehlisalasely related to the verb in

directions we could go from these puzzling words. verse 19) that the Spirit of Christ through the person of
Afterhisst at ement of Chr i s Noasmadedhe grockamation té these Wwhe wemneglisobedient
fimade alive in the spiitd P et eimwhiglralse Hes ,( hfumans) i n Noahds dspijits but v

went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,nowinprison 06 He bases I)RPétserad g um

who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kgpt e vi ous st at e metmetSpirddf Chuidh t h e

waiting in the days of Noah, during thenstruction of the in the prophets of old (1:11; related to 2 Pet. 1:21),2and

ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought the fact that the context explains why Peter would reference

safely through the watér ( -2Q). AtSirst blush, this Noahd he stood up for righteousness when the whole world

raises several questions. Who are the spirits in prison? was agaist him, and he and his family were saved because

Where did Christ go to make proclamation to them? Whahey trusted in the Lord and did what He asked, a perfect

did He poclaim? How do Noah and his time fitintothe t ype of the situation and r e

equation? None of the major commentators | read propose
While I 6ve endeavor ed ttoatk etelpi ¢ hv esr ssee eiiorepfl cioenst &ae Ml s

simple, practical level of exposition, this text is one that believe the Gospel after death, though many outside of

does not lend itself to easy understanding through a plaitraditional orthodoxy (notably Mormons) have used this
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passage to argue just that. To take that view, however, oreecommit the same error with the text as we have just

must ignore the scriptures that clearly present the viewtlthi scussed, giving i mport to
we ae held accountable for our deeds and choices in thefollow from its context. The Greek phralsai Umas
body (Heb. 9:27, 2 Cor. 5:10, etc.). antitupon( t r an s | a tomespomdmdo ¢hata)s ifis
After reading these and other theologiansonthisl i t er al |y somet hing | ike dal
passage, I tend to find Gsensdthanthesarkyjustaswbaption iea symbg or tygelofloyr
satisfying than the others. | prefer this interpretation salvation. He continues, stating that it is not the physical act
becaus none of the others seem to keep their extrapolatipmiot the removal of dirt from the flesh) , bpiritual t h e
grounded in the text at hantdi buhaheaeppdalfiofGed fer a gosd cansci@mga [tlh ar
This passage is a textbook case of the danger associated s of consequence in this. F

with interpreting seemingly odd passages isolated from that by faith, those (from the example of Noah, the few)
their larger context, and hink we learn two things from  who trust God through the work of Christ will be sa¥ed
this discussion. neither the ontext nor the grammar suggest that he is
First, the fAdifficult makirgs stagemendabautrthe role bfbaptismineur e al e
be more straightforward than we think once we have dugsalvation.
deeper into them and endeavored to keep them in context. Additionally, we have to consider other passages
We have to remember that every word of [cnie is where that indicate that baptism is separate from (nevertheless
it is for a reason, and that none should be overlooked justlosely tied to) salvation. Ephesians-2.akes it clear
because we dondét understandaitiati §i Getdds Sgcaacd, wkr t
make more of such passages than the Spirit and the hunpah y s i ¢ a | act. Jesusd commi s ¢
writer intended. We have putsmakmgdsgiple©Ouefora lmagtizing,Riadzhe paralflet h e
principle hat the simplest solution to a problem is usuallypassage in Mark 16:1565 indicates that belief precedes
the correct one) in reading these vedsesit more likely  baptism Acts 10:4748 and 22:16 also reflect that baptism
that Peter is writing about Noah and those who disobeyefbilows belief. From each of these passages, it is equally
his day to bolster the point he is presently making or thatdhear that Scripture does not know the concept of a believer
references these things make a statement about the fate who refuses baptisinthe act of baptism does not itself
men after death (which is not part of his present discussisave, but it is given as agsi of our salvation to symbolize
at all)? If we want to strive for the most reasonable, the completed work of Christ
biblically grounded interpretation, we do well to leave  resurrection as an outward manifestation of the inward
behind any i nt el | ewhichuddfitult A éhbngeght s of fancyd to
texts tempt us.
Conclusion
The Sign of Baptism Taken as a whole, this passage is not something to
Verses 2122, while not nearly as frustrating as thdret over but is rather a cause for rejoiciBgcause Christ,
previous two verses, nevertheless are also often interpretied just, died for the sins of the unjust, we can be reconciled
beyond their c Qarrespanding t that, m® &aodi Thrgugh His Spirit across the ages, Christ has
baptism now saves ydunot the renoval of dirt from the  proclaimed His victory over sin and death and made a way
flesh, but an appeal to God for a good consciériteough for salvation through faith in Him. Just as He worked in the
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand d&ys of Noah, He works today to bring us to salvation.
God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authoritiBecause He was raised and sits enthroned with everything
and powers had been subjected to t8im. under His feet, He has authority to save us and preserve us
Peter, having lought up the example of Noah,  against all persecution and through all suffering.
continues with the anal ogy, d\benwpaendom@gr sitlo Eassdgescammbtyg i ¢ a |
sal vdahoughthewntey on t he ar k trarvd dt the psweir and ntysteaylof our Savior and His
salvation represented by the waters of baptism. Just as Word. They were not inspired and included in the
Noahos fappedithGodhi ¢ ed hi m dt Scrippuleety corGoord! aral divide us, but to remind us what
trust in His plan to save him in spite of the derision of  a matchless God we serve.
others, so our faith in Christés resurrection for ourt
l eads us to foll ow Godoés p dustnlLonasésthe editor Blistipte MAgazine for &NG
persecution. International.
Many through the years have used verse 21 to build
a case for the nessity of baptism for salvation, but this is



Page9
DiscipleMagazine, Vol. 2, # 16, 8/23/2010f Printer-Friendly Version

Points to Ponde® by David L. Olford

fJesus Ai do

Text: fiFor indeed He does not give aid to angels, but HeThe Aid for Those Who Sin (2:17

does give aid to the seed of Abrallem ( He b r e ws 2 : 1Jésyis.became like us in order to help us, sinners in
need of forgiveness. hof cour

Thought: We live in a world that is experiencing crisis  undefiled, separate fromsinners and t hus He

after crisis. The call for help or aid is voiced constantly eternal and unchangeable priesthood (7:26). As our High

across our fallen race. Sometimhs tall is not heard. Pri est , prépgiationdodtke sifis of the peopled

Sometimes help is slow in coming. Sometimes the aid Jesus has dealt with sin personally, completely, and finally

doesndét really meet the r@d&4, needsd) of Thihe prophet akes

Thankfully, at times there is a response from those who is the basis for the release from the fear of death we

give aid, and the response meets the crisis need, at leastitecussed above.

somedegree.

Praise God that our Lord Jesus meets us at our The Aid for Those Who Face Temptation(2:18)
point of need and provides the help, the @i truly need. By virtue of His humanity, our Lord Jesus entered
For we all are in a crisis situation as fallen human beingstie arena of suffering and temptation. According to this text
this world. Hebrews 2:248 is found in a section of (and others), He experiencec
Hebrews in which the kiter is explaining (amongother us o6 He i s able to help us at
truths) why Jesus, the Son of God, for a period of time wdse ¢ | d&or wesd) notfhave a High Priest who cannot
ma d alittlé lower thanthe angels ( He b . 2 : 9sympatfiize with sur wepkhesses, but was in all points
truth of our text abtesesdaf &mptet @ twe altegyetwghoug.siov es ai d t o i
Abrahamd and not angel s. From the standpoint of J

That might gem like an obvious point, but the  very important that He was tempted like us, even as it is
writer wants us to grasp the wonder of the fact that the very importanthat He was without sin. His sinless nature
exalted Son of God had to become man and enterthiswarldd | i f e made it greatsHghRriese f
as a descendant of Abraham. That is why he had to becavhe has passed through the heavens( 4 : 1 4) . But
lower than the angels. To broaden this truthydécame s i nl essness mat ¢ Bwngdathime with Hi s
man, a specific Jewish man, in order to help people like your weaknessés ( 4: 15)t, o tthhad il comedtsat
and me in crisis. Working forward through this passage dfoldly to the throne of grace, that we obtain mercy and
Scripture (2:1418) notice: graceto helpintimeofneéed ( 4: 16) . We wi |

ourselves in times of need often, and we have a place to go
The Aid for Those Who Fear Death (2:1415) and one who can hear our cry for help.

Certainly in the sovereign plan of God, a primary
reasm Jesus had to be flesh and blood, of the seed of Thrust: Our ultimae crises are more than resolved through
Abraham, was so that He could die a death that would the aid that Jesus provides. The triple threat of temptation,
def eat deat h. T destoywedimwhdi s sirdanddedth aktenet Fictoriously through the one who was
had the power of death, thatis,thedevil Thr ougWwi It lhian g & little ower thaa theangels ( 2: 9) .
mysterious victory over death and thevil, those who fear is His people, with faith likenat of Abraham, a faith
death can be released from the bondage of that fear. Wef@aused on Jesus Christ Himself, who experience the
say with t heeathis smliowed upliha u | benefits of His crisis ministry.

victoyd (1 Cor. 15:54, see Isa. 25:8). There is no need
people who have received 0JPavidls Olfbid thaches expoditery peecachimgatWaiah |
fear of death. We have received the necessary aid, the Uni versityodés Stephen Ol
appropriate help to resolve the problem of death. The Tennessee.

Astingd associated with death, of course, is due to

the judgment it demands. So, consider the related truth:
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The Story behind the Son@ by Lindsay Terry

From the Darkness, A Sunbeam
Song:fBecause He Lives

fAfter a little whilethe world will no longer see in their church family were the objects of false accusations
Me, but you will see Me; because | live, you will live alsoand belittlementlt was a time of fear for Gloria. The

(John 14:19). thought of bringing another child inthis world with all of
When Bill and Gloria Gaither were teachers in thets craziness was taking its toll on her.
same high school, thegyet and began to share ideas about Sheremembered that on New Year's Eve she was

songs. Gloria, an English majordnllege,would become  sitting in their living roompverwhelmed by agony and

in later years the predominant author of the lyrics in theirfear. The educational system was being infiltrated thi¢h
songs, whileBill & forte was the musical setting. Bill had fGod is deadidea, while drug abuse and racial tension
also earned masteés degree that allowed him to become were increasing. Thesuddenly and quite expectedly, she
the head of the English department of tlégh school. The was filled with a sweet, calming peace. It veasf her

joint efforts that had their beginning in that school heavenly Father, like an attentive mother bending over her

blossomednto the most prolific husbarandwife baby, sawHis Gloria and came to her rescue. The panic

songwriting team of modern times. gave way to a calmness and an assurtrateonly the Lord
One of the most admirable characteristics of the can give.She was assured that the future would be just fine,

Gaithers is their desire to be agsistance to other left in God® hands.

songwriters and nuicians, especially young people. | have Both Bill and Gloria remembered that the power of

beeninterviewing songwriters for more than forty years, the blessed Holy Spirteemed to come to their aid. Chidst
and on several occasions youyrgpple have recounted to resurrection, in all of its power, was reaffirmedheir lives
me their experiences with Bill and Gloria. At least one  and tteir thinking. To Gloria it was life conquering death
teenager, who is a famous songwriter and nisimday, their daily lives. Joy once again dominated the fearful
showed up unannounceatitheir home one afternoon in  circumstances of the day.
Alexandria, Indiana. He was invited to come in and stay for All of this gave rise to one of the most famous
supper. During the course of the evening, he was greatlyworship songs of ourtmé, Because He Li ves
encouraged. face tomorrow, \ith all of the uncertainty that kirings, as

Of late, many of the older singers and songwritersve realize that God holds the future and makes life worth
who had albut gone intaetirement are now back out on living for all who trust in himAs we remember Chri&
the road singing from one church to anotherfaoch one  resurrection, we gain assurance and strength to overcome
homecoming concert to the néxthanksto Bill and Gloria the frightening obstacles in lifé.is also very meaningful
andthefHo mecomi ngdo seri es ofandemgosvering to realizetbatJesuslives, averg day, in
music recordings. The Gaithers haeewritten with scores our hearts.
of songwriters in their home, in their studio in their Indiana

town, or in some other location. It is considered an honor © 2008 by Lindsay Terry. Used by permission.
for any songwriter to have his or heame appear at the top
of a music selection as a-egiter with Bill and Gloria Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40

Now for the story behi ngearf Brel bag writen widety orlthe\baclgynd of great
perhaps their best known song. In the late 1960s, while hymns and worship songs including the bob&®uld Sing
expectingheir third child, the Gaithers were going through of Your Love Foreve2008), from which this piece is
a rather traumatic time ieir lives. Bill was recovering excerpted, an@he Sacrifice oPraise(2002).
from a bout with mononucleosi§hey and othemembers

Church Buildersd by Bernard R. DeRemer

Practical Pastor: Thomas Chalmers

Thomas Chianers (17861 8 4 7) was 0 one BofattE&aseAnstruther, Fife, Scotland, he studied
most eminent and pract i c a atthe@nwdrsaywf St. Aadrewhandthedgversitgof any
He served various Glasgow churches and was a foundingdinburgh and was licensed to preach in 1799. 1n 1803, he
leader of the Free Church of Scotland. became pastor of tiéhurchof Scotland (Presbyterian)
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congregation at Kilmany, where he remained for 12years.e ader of those who protest e

During this time, he also served as a profes$or the church (particularly the appointment of pastors based
mathematics at St. Andrews and founded and taught at aipon political connetions rather than congregational
private school. approval). When it became clear that the two parties could

Throughout his early professional life, academicsnot reach a peaceful resolution of their differences,
(particularly mathematics) was his first love. His preachinghalmers and the disestablishmentarians split from the state
and pastoral wor k and t hech@rthroiogdnizeahe FreeiChurch of Scotentidd | v At
heart esitdorhinur s Throughout the controversy, he was known to have

This changed in 1811. After a serious illness and comported himself with humility and dignity, winning
the death of his sister, tespectfrorobotthpatiesgan t o turn Chal
thoughts toward Him. He made a careful study of He continued to teach and write for the remainder
Christianity for an article in thEdinburgh Encyclopedia of his life, distinguishing himself particularly in political
The study and his concunilife experiences profoundly econonics. This was born out of his work with the poor in
changed His life, leading him into a deeper walk with the Glasgow. He firmly believed that the economic condition of
Lord. Where before he had been indifferent, he was nowthe poor should be approached by first addressing their

fervent in spirit and service. spiritual and mor al condi tic
He went to Glasgow in 1815 where he servedin of comf ort , @ayamond. t he ot her v
Tron church (despite oppositiorofn the religious Chalmers was one of the greatest preachers of his

establishment for his evangelical teaching). In 1819, he age, and a tireless promoter of the Gospel. Among his most
became minister of GI as g ofafoss s&ans aledistrodomicat DisaourselndTheD u r i 1
this time, he was noted for his practical and energetic  Expulsive Power of a New Affectidfie also wrote
approach to pastoral care and Sunday schools around histitutes of Theologya poshumouslypublished
parish that radted in many families who had no systematic theology for the Free Church, and what became
involvement with the church rejoining fellowship. He alsoknown as thd&ridgewater Treatisea work extolling the
streamlined the churchos geyobGohexmessedin Hiscreagiont vy r el i ef i
community, assigning deacons to investigate applications Chalmers died suddenly in May of 1847, still hard
for charity. This enabled the church to helpploer help  at work. His legacy lives on ihis written works and in his
themselves, resulting in a significant reduction in the methods of ministering to the poor that are still very
communities expenses in this area. influential in the Church and in missionary work today.

After 8 years of intense ministry in Glasgow,
Chalmers returned to St. Andrews as a professor of moral Bernard R. DeRemer chronicled the lives of dozens of

philosophy. Later, in 1828, he became a profestor heroes of the faith in more than a decade of writing for
theology at the University of Edinburgh. In both schools, he Pulpit HelpsMagazine. He continues to serve in this
had fia whol esome intel |l ect capatityasa lurgepriconiridutorddciplé Heflideslie n c ¢

his studentsodo many of whom dedicated t hei WestlLibértyg, Ohim Cl
service or foreign missions.

He served the established Church of Scatlas a ReferenceswWho Was Who in Church Historiglgin S.
moderator, but as an internal controversy over the Moyer, 1968. Wikipedi a, A Thc
separation of church and state built to a head, he became a

Couns el orobby Jaies RudeGray

TheReal ity of Godds Sovereignty

God is sovereign. That clehiblical teaching can be a out that there is not one maverick molecule in all the

tremendous reality when we try to help hurting pedMe. universe!

must pay attention to whatever problem they present, but Even sin falls under His sovereignty. He does not

we must also encourage them to see the truth about Godempt people but He does allow the devil to tempt people.

His sovereignty is so basic and so empowering. He does not cause sin because He is holytbuatlows
Because Got sovereign, we can find peace and people to sin. Eerything that happens in life may not be

assurance in the midst of circumstances, hurts, injusticeggood, but it is real, and accepting reality is a huge step in

and crises that otherwise would not seem to make senseh@ving good mental and emotional health.

us. To say that God is sovereign means that God is in Sometimes our clients may seem overwhelmed

control. He rules and reigns. Dr. R.C. Sproud painted  with the massive power of Satan. They may become so
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focused on thaea of evil and the person of Satan that théyes that has not first been sent or allowed by Him. Our
overl ook the obvious: Sat hopeidnsetjna sophistcatad enadrstasdeg o evi] but@@d (

He can do no more than the sovereign God allows. clear faith in Christ Jesus. We really can do all things
Whatever happens to us, whether it is good or bad, God ferough Christ who strengthens us.
still the same God. He never loses cohtre is always Faith is a powerful force. Biblical faith in the living God

ruling over people, nations, climates, etc. He is never is a means of grace God chooses to lead and bless His
surprised by anything that happens on this earth. He is npeople. Whatever happens to me or in this world, God is the
only aware of what is going on but He is involved in whatsiame God. He does not change. He does love His people,
going or® by using His intervening power or by allowing and if we go througkimes of testing, temptation, hurt, loss,
thingsto happen. Either way, it is God who is over it all. etc., it is not without His knowledge and His care. God has
Godbés great pur pose o0 naptahm and Hiepdan wilhcomesopdser Hi s own
glory. His people are called to glorify His name. Nature He has told us that we can know that all things
reflects the greatness of His glory. When we recognize waork together for good to those who love God and are
are not sovereign and God is, we cast ie Him and His  called accorithg to His purpose. That verse (Rom. 8:28)
Word. We are inspired and strengthened to seek first Hiscould not be true if God were not sovereign. Since He is
kingdom. We desire to worship Him. We commit ourselvesvereign, we can be sure God is working out His plan
to serving Him, not because we want to get something bttirough all different kinds of puzzlirand even evil
because we already have something: an eternal relationgliipumstances.
with God trough the new life in Jesus Christ. God is sovereign. We are notust Him. He knows
How can that help a hurting person? Once we haveh at Heb6s doing, even if t he
helped them identify their thoughts or interpretations abounhderstand what is going on.
their life and situation, then we can direct them into the
great truth that God is sovereign. It is important James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by
emphasize that it is not the sovereignty of God that should the National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a
be the focus but the God who is sovereign. It is a relational member of the American Association of Clida
way of knowing better the awesome God of creation and Counselors. He serves as the pastor of Utica Baptist Church
redemption. in Seneca, S.C.
If a person can believe that God is sovereign, it is
enough to kow that He knows. Nothing passes into our

Book Reviewd 8/23/10

Christians are HateF i | | ed Hy pocr i tseclsaswvayrhdt boBterstheir point rather than carefully
Lies Youdve Been Tol d: @onsidegng Whatthey gciuallytreveglnrhetaokeisynet forp y
from the Secular and Christian MediaBradley R.E. the faint of heart, as Wright undertakes to deconstruct the
Wright, 2010, Bethany House, Grand Rapids, Mich.,my t hof ~t he fAdy i saqofted fepeatedino i

our churches. He reminds believers to critically examine the
ISBN 9780764207464249 pages, $14.99, softcover. statistics they are presented rather than taking them at face

. . lue.
Whatif someone told you that Evangelicals d@ten vaiue

hated as much as the media would have us believe,
committed Christians arérfalling off the map in droves,
many college professors really do have an Evangelical
prejudice (far more than toward ANY other rébgs
group), and that, for the most part, Evangelicals are wal
more consistently in their faith than ever before? Would In the beginning of his book, Wright mentions that

i ? L O
you bel'l?vi thfgnrg -that roub of statements difficult to b the motivatiorfor writing it came about when he wrote a
youl group meu Weeries on his blof? questionirrlrg'; the divorce rate f
t

. ) r
youore pr o bably basing vy 0 &hﬁistia?né \?\/r‘?g Safd foP d Ioné)ti'ﬂwe ﬁe eeard(fhét equel
used results of various surveys that show how far Ameri fristianso divorce rates we

Christianity has fallen in the modern eraQhristians are . . .
X . ) N of unbelievers, and after studying the best datilable, he
Hate-Filled Hypocrites...and Other Lies Yo Been Told found the opposite to be true: Christians had significantly

Bradley ergh_t a_nalyzes the o_Iata that_such SUrveys p.mdl'ﬂ)?ﬁer divorce rates than unbelievers and that rate became
and takes Christiarts task for interpreting the studies in

As an evangelical Christian with a Ph. D. in
sociology who has dealt in data his entire educational life
Wright is among the few who possess the academic
authority to write such a shocking book. In fact, he is a

rofessor who specifically focuses his sociology work on
erican Christianity.
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even lower the more frequently a person attended churct onst antly saying AChurch dc

services. This caused him to start doubting othecitdt invited a friend to ®hurch v
statistcs and eventually this book was born out of his mamgtness to for a long time and all he hears Sunday morning
statistical discoveries. is negativity: youth are fleeing the church, Christians are

It should be noted that this professor has done hisired in sexual sin, etc. Will that kind of negative attitude
homework on this subject because he has a vested interesb war d Goddés people make yol
in the Churchés heal t h as in#findingehy solatignetd his emaptiness thrbugreGhrist? . Wi

clamstmat his fAgoal i s not t drolsablyonet if hiherposlrk to Chridt asidenfrora your

particular light but rather to let the data speak for witness, is |imited only to
themselves. 0 However, befpereheativeg peepkads héear dat
of fers a good case f or h olsingthai Chwistign hdritagk insdlemedéstautchi ¢ s A mi
and proliferate. These reasons can vesynfpeople attendance has wvirtually no

wantingto sell books or conferences or simply as a scareevery other day of the week. This is not to say that God
tactic for right livingd Wright is quick to point outthatfearc annot over come t hat to wor k
has never been something proven to achienglasting we can make it unnecessarily difficult for an unbeliever to
results in moralityWright encourages believers notto  discover the rassage of the Gospel amid our baggage.
totally reject all statistics, but rather sniff out fear appeals Conversely, Wright is no
by noting the extreme wording involved in the appeal itseffe ws t o f ocus sol ely on gooc
and understand how these truly inaccurate statistics are ebéedefining characteristic of a sociologist, so naturally
to makes the rounds in Christian circles. Wright is only trying to get the Church to loakitself

In the body of the book, Wright exameis six areas honestly, neither overemphasizing the good nor the bad.
of Christian life by mining data from numerous respected Despite all the good things found@hristians are
American studies with very large sample groups. These HateFilled Hypocrites Wr i ght 6s data i s
areas include church growth, what we believe, our the day, just data. He is limited by seeing what is on paper
participation in church activities, family and sexual issuesand not in théndividual hearts and minds of the people
how we treat other&nd how others see us. Wright pointsrepresentedvhich means at times evangelical issues can
out through detailed explanation (and numerous graphs)get oversimplified (especially in the section on attitudes
that, in most categories, evangelicals do very well toward other groups as well as the section on sinning). This,
compared to others and that most numbers improve evem o we ver , i s n o tlytWmproblemwiths f alt
further the more a person attends church (e.g. rarelyrlyy using samples and statistics to tackle such large,
mont hly, or weekly). Hi s eomplicated life sssuést The inmeotkingls ef livingpoute r s ¢
supposed to compare their sins with those of others, he isur faith are much more complicated than any graph could
merely combating the @Chr evertrytasimplifyt bbhtéVsight dodea agnexceptioral jobo b ¢
thannorRChr i sti ansd mantr a s o withwleatresurees dre availabletbhim.c hes t oday

At the end ofhe book, he simplifies his data into a Taken as a whole, this is a book American
report card of sorts, r at Chigiangneedtogrcbunter.dtisa stifiifgevakécdllhy 0 i
categories of church growth, abstaining from sin, that the worl dds ways of meec
knowledge of doctrine, youth carrying on sound theologyapply to the Church. We need to be reminded often to put
and lifestyle practices. He rates them rather poorly, more trusin the Lord than in our own methods for
however, in areas like gender equality (referring to preserving and expanding His kingdom.
attendance, not leadership), loving behaviors, tithing,
attitudes toward various groups (other races; non Rachel Lonas
Christians, etc.), with the worst grade given for the
Chur c horeps e | f Target: All

One of Wr gegt pointd dealswith tisn  Type: Statistics/Church culture
idea of low seHconcept in the Church. He asks how we cdmke: Highly Recommended
effectively minister to others as the Body of Christ if we are
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News Update

North Korea Executes Underground Church AMuslims tried to stop the
Leaders the Gospel .o
North Korea has executed three underground Institute on Religion and Public Policy

church leaders and jailed another 20 Christi@msistian
Todayreports. The country has kept the executions undeRussians Pray for Rain as Churche€ollect Aid
wraps since midMay, and AsiaNews only recently The Russian Orthodox Church is praying for relief
uncovered the killings. from the heat and drought that has gripped Russia for two
North Korean police reportedly raided a house in months, as one archbishop condemned some retailers for
Kuwal-dong in Pyungsung county, Pyongan province, angrofiteering from the extreme weather conditions. In a
arrested all 23 believers whvere gathered there for pastoral letter releasexh Aug. 1, Patriarch Kirill of the
religious activity. The leaders were sentenced to death aRgissian Orthodox Church had called for continuous prayers
soon after executed. The other 20 were reportedly sent tand special churetvide collections.
the infamous prison labor camp NI in Yodok. In Voronezh, a region hit by some of the worst
The 23 Christians had come to faith after some oforest fires that have swept across Russia, Metropolitan
them travelld to China on business and met with church Sergius held a prayservice on Aug. 9 to beg God for rain.
members there. An estimated 40,000 to 60,000 Christiankhe Russian Orthodox Church has raised more than
are currently in prison labor camps in North Korea becau$200,000 for victims of the fires and draught, the Moscow
of their faith. Persecution watchdog Open Doors hasranked t r i ar chat eds website said.
North Korea as t luterofbristiing 6 s w &maggengrased gy ghe fires enveloped Moscow for
for eight years in a row. more than a week, exacerbatthg impact of the heat wave
Religion Today Summarieghat has suffocated the Russian capital since June. Priests at
Moscow churches without air conditioning said that despite

Tanzanian Court Acquits Two Evangelists of lllegal the heat and smoke the number of worshippers had not

Preaching declined beyond the usual summerdoop f . f @moto p |
A Tanzanian court yesterday acquitted two complaining, o the Rev. Serge
evangel ists of fdillegal preaching. o Af ReligionTjogdayggnmarigss

hearings, a Kariakoo area court in Dar es Salaam closed the

case against Anglican Christians Eleutery Kobelo and Céeflristians Called to Pray for Muslims during

Simbaulanga, who were arrested in Octd2@09 after Ramadan

Muslims invited them to participate in a religious debate at Ramadan is the ninth month of the Muslim calendar

which the opponents did not appear, but authorities did. during which Muslims observe the Fast of Ramadan. Dates
The two evangelists maintained that no Muslims for Ramadan 200 are August 11 through September 9, and

showed up to the neutral site of the supposed-fattr many Christian groups are calling for Christians to

debate until Islansits arrived with government security ~ remember to pray for Muslims during this time.

agents who charged them wi t h PérsecutionBipg.qom,Irun lgyiVoiag of the Martyrso n «

incite Muslims and Christians into viewing each otherwita ncour ages Chri stians to fApl

suspicion. o Muslim world as they begin their fastingnd pray that the

Kobelo told Compass by telephone that the Lord Jesus would continue to draw Muslims to Himself, as
Muslims failed to show up in court to supporeith He has been doing in these |
allegation of illegal preaching. After the verdict, Christians Violent demonstrations against Christians

shouting for joy greeted the evangelists as they left the commonly increase during RamadanDur i ng t hi s
courtroom, he said. @ We a spgituagsverity,ddéwgver, mahyshave mitacilous wsionst |
justice and made its rulioaly Hasesd andTpuzanhhaise tounst
thatallovs f or freedom of r el iRrieon dandt acfs ednbd ry , Boswwgersl HA .
said. AWe thank the Chr i storiCaristénsipde unigdun pdagerif roa u gphr cayti nRja
and Compass for highlighti ng Teeaguip Cpristians kotpraydfdiuslims, Open

Si mbaul anga said the noersUS4 is offering tigRamadasn Praysr Calendan i n g
death and resurrecti on c anhheoatenddy bas gultiplepsageds points BchGhristiaps can t
dedsion will make us preach the gospel more vigorously,pray for Muslims around the world during the 30 days.
and many Muslims will turn to Chri st ,6 o ReligonToddy gumdariasp a
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Thi s yoaesaan éams, wihich began July 22,

Epic Pakistan Flooding ICavd ebkeemWegr sitotsn, Lieviaf of
Me moryo unprecedented floods in a country whose people can ill

The United Nations reports that as many as 1,60@fford more tragedy and hardship in their lives. Many of
people are reported dead and another 14 million have bdBfse affected by the flooding are still reeling frontit¥an
affected by massive floodihghthnepaknsthAaibs aheas, Ri§:e
valley. As the heavy rains continue to fall, devastation andife, Angie, directs work in Central and South Asia for
despair once again seemhave taken hold among the Baptist Global Response, an international relief and
peoples of Pakistan. Stranded by floodwaters, many are development organization.

grieving loved ones who have died while worrying about Of the 14 million whoove
how they will care for their living. million of them are children, according to an Aug. 9 U.N.

Roads are blocked, and bridges destroyed. report. About 1.8 million of those 14 million are homeless.
Landslides continue to threaten horesat least one area, fiNeeds are higher than those that followed the 2005
residents do not expect electricity to return for weeks, e€art hquake, and far more wic
according to reports out of the area. Cooking oil is scarcd. h € r epor t seamostdurgeri iédewhite ood, i <
Diesel for trucks and generators is gone, and hope thatavat er , and health care are &
new supply will arrive anytime soon is slim. Baptist Press

Sermon Help® from www.sermonhall.com

Sermon Outlines Ill. His Eternal Wonder (v. 3): Creator and Controller of all
Tapestry of Atonement things (Col. 1:1518).
Ephesians 2 IV. His Eternal Work (v. 4): Christ the Light of the world.

Croft M. Pentz
Truth/Context: Theins of man must be atoned fGods
nature demands that every wrong be dealt with! The ~ Sermon lllustrations
atonement of sinful man by a merciful God is woven Focus on Christ
throughout Scripturdrom Genesis to Revelati, like a When we seek to win others to Christ, we must
scarlet thread in a brilint tapestry of the Middle Ages never think we possess any power in ourselves or lead
Foundational Inquiry: What is our condition that it decreesthers to believe we do through any air of superiority or

such an atonement? lightness as we proclaim the gospel.
I. We Are Dead in Our Trespasses and $ih. 2:). We would do well to heed the advice of Dr.
Il. We Are by Nature and Practice Children of Wrath3). Payson, who saidiPaint Jesus Christ upon your canvas,
A. Immorality of the flesh. and then hold Him up to the people; but hold Him up so that
B. Immorality of the mind/spirit. noteveyour | ittle finger can b
[ll. We Are Without Hope and Without Gad. 12). Anonymous

IV. We Are Strangers to the Household of Guedl19).

Application/Chal enge: You c¢ arWhatié e Chmami®CGheaper i ght .

God had saidi N ¢ will not send my Son as a propitiation A woman took hechildrento seea film at the

for their sin®? Or what if the Father saifi30!0 but the matinee one Saturday afternoon. Tlokdis vere six

Son saidii No ! I wonot stil bedea®in oie dollapsaakchdHer young daughter watched as the mother

trespasses and sins, still separated from the love of Godpushedseveral billsunder the window and received four

still outside the householaf God! But praise be to God wetickets.

fiare fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God The next day the same mother dahily were at

household church. When the collection was takére child saw her
J. A. Gillmartin mother open hgourse, take out dollar bill, and put it in

the plate as it passed them. The little girl looked up at her

Godés Living Word mother and in a clear stage whisper which everyone around

John 1:14 could hear saidiMother, church is a lot cheaper than a
movie, isrit it?0

I. His Eternal Word: the Word was in the beginning (v. 1). Anonymous

II. His Existing Word (v. 2): Alpha & Omega (Rev. 1:8).
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Bulletin Inserts
On Maturity

A man who loves money israan who has never grown up.
Maturity isknowing when to speak your mind and when to Robert Lynd

mind your speech.
Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if

One minute of keeping your mouth shuni® r t h 8 nyoljgstsit there.
explanation.
] The new birth takes only a moment; growth and holiness
In youth, we learn; in age, we understand take a lifetime.
These three via th@ld Union Reminder These twoAnonymous
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PuzzIl es and o6Toons

Chur c h HhyJoe MaKeever

*I LOVE BEING A PASTOR SO MUCH
I FEEL GUILTY TAKING THE PAYCHECK,
BUT— T FORCE MYSELF,”

Answers to | ast issuebs puzzles:

Father Abraham and Hidden Wisdom
By Mark Oshman
Originally published irPulpit Helps March 1996

Hidden Wisdom on next page



